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Strategic
Planning’s
Imagining 18
gets web site
BY Leo
STAFF

Heinz

T

Junior class president Tommy Espenschied slides through the blue paint, water, and soap in Wednesday’s Wet Billies.

Feature
A storied history: the
Running of the Bills
Tradition began as a bet
BY Jack Kiehl
CORE STAFF

T

onight, at the culmination of
Spirit Week and Freshman
Fun Day, the freshman class will
experience its “Baptism in Blue,”
a tradition that nearly every St.
Louis U. High student for the
past 20 years has experienced.
The two-decade old tradition has
become an initiation into and an
integral part of freshman year,
and while the accounts differ on
the exact origins, it has its seed
in a bet between Patrick Huber
’92 and Dan Zambrano ’92 late in
the football season of their senior
year.
At the “Turn on the Lights”
game, the first night football game
DeSmet hosted in October of
1991, Huber and Zambrano had
a bet to see who could keep their
shirts off for the longest time. At
earlier games in the year, Zambrano and a few others had taken

their shirts off because of the heat,
but the Turn on the Lights game
was especially cold. Despite the
weather, both ended up lasting
the entirety of the game and by
the end of the fourth quarter, a
few others had joined in.
“It was very cold and obviously people thought we were stupid but the next couple of games
we did it again. We took our shirts
off at the later part of the game
and it sort of became a thing,” said
Huber.
Huber, who described himself as a poorly-behaved student,
was involved in various clubs and
activities, from a Cashbah student representative to a quartet
member in the Dauphin Players
’92 production of The Music Man.
According to him, his cheering
involvement centered on his senior year.
Over the next few games,
continued on page 2

Student group tackles
academic integrity issues
BY Keith
STAFF

Thomas

A

group of students met over
the summer to discuss ways
to cut down on cheating and plagiarizing inside of SLUH. The
group has plans to help students
understand why cheating is not a
good thing to do by communicating with them directly.
The group consists of seniors Josh Keil, Adam Cooley,
Jack Robinson, T.J. Daniels, Matt
Whalen, and Ramy Hawatmeh. It
is also assisted by Social Studies
teacher Bob O’Connell.
“Students have always been
interested in this topic,” O’Connell
said. “We, as a school, decided to
investigate the issue more closely.”
The group plans to continue
to meet throughout the year and
find ways to analyze how SLUH
students can cut down on cheating. Ideas include holding a prayer
service a week before exams to
further highlight why students
should not cheat and the consequences of cheating. The group
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also hopes to invite more students
who share similar thoughts about
cheating to join the group. The
hope is that if more students join,
the more students will become
aware about the issue of cheating.
“We hope to continue to keep
sending a message to work hard
and work honestly,” Keil said.
Keil and Cooley are trying
to fight the problem of cheating
and are trying to speak with the
students on a more personal level.
The group met over the summer
to decide on how they wanted to
address the issue.
“(The group) had small
meetings about ideas on what we
wanted our message to be,” Keil
said. “We used the statistics from
the survey to help us try to convey
our message.”
“We really want everyone to
band together and make cheating
be looked down upon,” Cooley
said. “We want to let the students know that it is okay to fail
sometimes.”On the first day of
continued on page 2

he upcoming strategic planning is set to begin in October. A website specific for Imagining 18 was launched last week.
The website, which can be
found through a link on the
SLUH homepage, gives an overview of the Imagining 18 program and process.
The homepage features a
message from the co-chairs Mark
Wilhelm ’72 and Tim Fogerty and
provides access to summaries of
various committees, such as the
Oversight Committee and visioning groups. In these pages, a list of
the various constituents are listed
and a brief biography is given.
Associate Director of Advancement for Strategic Planning
Ben DuMont explained the two
main purposes for the website:
it will serve as an informational
medium for the SLUH community and give people an opportunity
to provide input and suggestions.
Participants in Imagining 18
can log in and post documents
and hold online forums on a specific topic.
The site was designed by Paradigm Media, co-owned by Michael Huber, ’89. Paradigm also
maintains SLUH’s main website.
DuMont will also maintain and
monitor the submitted comments
continued on page 2
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Blue crew formed to get a handle on inappropriate cheering
(continued from page 1)
more people began to join in. The
first time there was actually a running was at the district finals versus Hazelwood East High School,
who, at the time, was the topranked team. SLUH was winning,
and with only a few minutes left,
the shirtless fans ran around the
track, stretched, and did jumping
jacks.
After the 26-21 victory over
Hazelwood East, the football
team faced Mehlville in the semifinals on an exceptionally cold
night. There wasn’t any running at
the game since the cheering sec-

tion was on the side of the field,
but there were shirtless seniors
and juniors. Then-senior Josh
Amato got so sick after the win
against Mehlville High School
that he couldn’t go to the State final game in Jefferson City (a 10-7
loss against Jefferson City High
School).
“It’s harder when you’re not
at home, plus it was freezing cold,”
said Huber. “It wasn’t that it wasn’t
spirited. It’s a lot harder to rally a
group when you’re not in your
own stadium.”
There were a few different reactions to the mass of high school
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A group of SLUH students with blue paint cheer at a game.

Chalk it up: markers more
sustainable, economical
BY Noah Weber
REPORTERS

S

& Matt Godar

ince last year, teachers at St.
Louis U. High have tossed
their Expo markers in favor of
new recyclable and refillable alternatives.
The idea was proposed last
year by members of the Math Department.
“Mr. Schuler and I were
having trouble writing on the
whiteboards last year,” said math
teacher Beth Kissel. “So we asked
to switch away from Expo markers and kind of put sustainability
with that.”
The biggest advantage of the
markers is their ability to be refilled. When a marker is used up,
the teacher simply removes the
cartridge and inserts a new one,
rather than throwing away the
whole plastic body. In addition,
the markers themselves are made
from 91% recycled materials, cutting down on plastic waste even
more.
The cartridge replacement
system is certainly more environmentally friendly, but as physics
teacher Paul Baud, a teacher who
uses color coding extensively for
his lectures, notes that it is not always the most convenient.
“I find myself switching out
a few cartridges at least every two
days, and I never replaced the old
markers that frequently,” Baud
said. “But, if they’re more sustainable, I’m fine with it. I just wish
the cartridges were larger.”
Despite changing the cartridges often, the overall longevity
of the markers themselves make
them more economically benefi-

cial.

“They’re actually the same
cost (as the old markers) but they
last longer because you aren’t buying brand new markers each time
you run out,” said Kissel.
But even the new markers are
not favored by some of the faculty,
who prefer using old fashioned
chalk.
“Well, I don’t condemn the
use of the new markers. They’re
fine for everyone else, they just
don’t work for me,” said math
teacher Donald Steingruby, whose
classroom, M109, retains the classic black chalkboard.
Having worked with dry
erase markers for many years, Steingruby has discovered he has peculiar adverse reactions to those
writing instruments.
“I’ve had problems for years
with dry erase markers… I would
have these dizzy spells, and finally
I put two and two together and
noticed it was affecting me,” said
Steingruby.
“So I asked Dr. Moran if
we could use a chalkboard in
my room, and since Mr. Becvar
and Mr. Hannick also prefer the
chalkboard, it was just wonderful,” Steingruby said.
Even without his health issues, however, Steingruby simply
prefers chalk to dry erase markers.
“There’s something about the
sound of chalk on a board— it’s
so much better than that horrible squeak a whiteboard makes,”
he said. “I love being able to use
chalk. It’s a beautiful thing.”

boys running around shirtless.
“I remember then-President
Paul Owens during the State finals telling me to put my shirt on,
so there was a little bit of rebellion, but not too many people saw
it as too distracting,” said Huber.
“I think during the East game it
was actually a nice thing.”
“I had one alum email me
and say, ‘This is not what St. Louis
U. High is about. It’s terrible that
you allow these boys to come to
an athletic event with their shirts
off,’” said Athletic Director Dick
Wehner.
Huber, as well as a few others, were asked to leave the playoff game against McCluer North
High School. Some of the cheers
the student section had in the
early nineties verged on profane
and insulting such as the popular
anti-official cheer, “a rope, a tree,
hang the referee.”
It was around the time of the
first shirtless game that the “Blue
Crew” was instated.
The Blue Crew, named for
the blue face paint they often
used, originated as a group of
SLUH students, around two from
each class, who were in charge of
cheering. Their role was a balance between leading the cheers
and making sure cheers from the
crowd were not inappropriate.
The crew was led by Mike
Daus ’92 who formed it along
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Patrick Huber ’92 leads on a cheering crowd.

with Jeff Putthoff, S.J. in an attempt to raise attendance.
“I remember, for me, the solution to a good football game was
trying to get as many guys there as
you could,” said Daus.
The Blue Crew often featured
blue body paint. Some members
of the crew painted their faces
and sometimes their bodies blue,
though not all did.
“I know there were some
guys in the Blue Crew that never

took their shirts off,” said Daus.
“So I think the two things kind of
merged.”
Before the Running of the
Bills became the tradition associated with football, students attended other sporting events such
as cross country races and basketball games, where, according to
Wehner, the event started to gain
ground.
“We had a bunch of guys
continued on page 6

Integrity group hopes to reduce cheating
(continued from page 1)
school, during class meetings,
the group spoke to students on
the topic of cheating, and why it
is so important to be honest with
schoolwork. The group decided
that the best way to bring about
the message was to have the message come from students instead
of teachers.
“We wanted freshmen to
hear it right away and give a good
start to the year in that category,”
Cooley said.
“If we start changing the
freshmen, then over time, the culture of cheating will hopefully get
a little bit better,” O’Connell said.
Cooley feels that the group
was not at the class meetings to
preach about the topic, and that

the group would work with students on a more personal level
with students if they admitted
that they have cheated in some
way.
Keil believes that studentteacher communication is key in
order to slow down the amounts
of cheating that happen inside
the school. He suggested that students should talk to teachers if
they have trouble with an assignment.
The school decided to join
the International Center for Academic Integrity (ICAI), an organization that works to “combat
cheating, plagiarism, and academic dishonesty in higher education,” according to their mission statement on their website.

SLUH’s Instructional Council, which consists of administrators and department heads, conducted a survey in the fall of 2011
to receive student input on why
students cheat and which techniques students may use to cheat.
The survey consisted of many
questions such as if teachers actually catch students teaching
the ways to cheat. In the survey,
around 30 percent of students disagreed with the fact that cheating
was a serious problem at SLUH.
About 60 percent of students
said that they used the internet as
means for plagiarism.
“We want students to carry
(academic integrity) on with the
rest of their lives,” Cooley said.

(continued from page 1)
on the website. The webpage includes a special page for the keynote speakers.
The total budget for Imagining 18 has not yet been finalized.
Around $22,000 has been spent
so far on various expenses of it,
such as the launch of the website
and a pamphlet with information
about SLUH which was sent to
participants .
“The website is a way of coordinating communications, both

for participants and the wider
community,” said SLUH President David Laughlin in an email
response.
While there have been smaller planning conversations in the
past few years, Imagining 18 is
intended to provide a more detailed outlook for SLUH in the
short and long term. Vision 2000,
which took place in the early
2000s, had a very similar intent.
As Laughlin sees it, any organization needs to spend time looking

ahead and reviewing what has or
has not been done.
Laughlin said, “We need to
take stock of where we are today
and understanding how we got
where we are today, what are the
factors (that) make up where we
are today, and then spend the
time visioning about what we
want to do tomorrow, where we
should be. What direction should
we take the school so that it’s serving students well in the tradition
of Jesuit education.”

Imagining 18 gets new web site

National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists
Nate Beckemeyer
Sam Beckmann
Colin Dunne
Reid Gillam
Jack Godar

Larry Hoerr
Gabe Newsham
Danny Schneller
Austin Strifler
Adam Thorp
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BY Paul Fister and Dominick
Gherardini
STAFF ARTIST, REPORTER

D

evelopments have continued
in the community garden
behind the Danis Field House
adjoining the Kings-Oak Neighborhood, including completion
of the raised beds, filling the beds
with soil last Saturday for a fall
planting or cold-weather covercrop to protect the gardens for the
winter, and placing a sign above
the entrance displaying its name:
the Backer Garden.
Science teacher Bill Anderson, who spearheaded the community garden project, had three
dump trucks of growing medium
ordered to fill the raised bed
frames that were constructed in
the last few weeks by theater tech
director Tim Moore.
“Ideally we’ll get some fall
crops in, some cool-weather
crops that have time to get seeded
and germinated and harvested
before we get frost-bitten,” said
Anderson, eager to have the beds
filled. “Then we’ll be all ready for
spring.”
The trucks arrived on Saturday and dumped two large piles
of leaf mulch to add enriching
organic material and natural water retention to the soil, and three
large piles of garden mix, a mixture of topsoil and compost. Both
kinds of growing medium came
from St. Louis Composting, who
gets much of their material for
composting from Blue Skies, the
company to whom SLUH sends
its compost from lunch, which
makes the whole process come
sort of full-circle, said Anderson.
“It’s way cool,” he said. “Our
french fries and chicken bones are
in there.”
The task of filling the beds
with such an immense amount
of material was left to a group of

Garden beds were filled with leaf mulch, compost, and topsoil Saturday in SLUH’s new community garden behind the Danis Field House.

about 20, who congregated last
Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon in
the Backer Garden. Under Anderson’s direction, the group of faculty, environmental science students, sophomores in Anderson’s
and science teacher Tim O’Keefe’s
chemistry classes, and a few others used shovels and wheelbarrows to fill the raised beds with a
layer of garden mix, a layer of leaf
mulch, and then another layer of
garden mix.
At the end of the three hours,
the workers were tired and hot,
but still were filled with a great
sense of accomplishment for all
they had done.
“Not only did I feel like I had
accomplished something great to
make my Saturday worthwhile,
but I also got in a great workout and I enjoyed spending time
with fellow classmates and teachers,” said senior Peter Chauvin, a
member of Anderson’s environmental science class.
Senior Joe Reichold, along
with Chauvin and Anderson, was

12 years later, mysterious
9/11 flag still flies in M114
BY Sam Chechik
REPORTER

O

n Sept. 12, 2001, the day after the terrorist attacks on
the Twin Towers shook the nation, an American flag appeared
in history teacher Tom Wilson’s
classroom. Twelve years later, the
flag’s origin remains a mystery.
“Someone put it up there,
and it’s been there ever since. I
have no idea. This was a long time
ago,” said Wilson.
Even though work grant students clean the classroom and
take the flag down, it always is put
back up. Over the years, Wilson
has used tape to help keep it up in
that spot, but it has still been there
all that time.
“It surprises (my classes)
when I talk about it because when
we talk about psychology we will
talk about something called a
‘flashbulb memory’, and that is
when you remember doing something at the time when an event
occurred. That is when I bring
up 9/11, and I go through everything,” said Wilson.
The flag is just a piece of the
memories created in the midst of
the attacks.
Wilson has his own flashbulb

memories of that day.
“When 9/11 occurred, I
was in a classroom, and (Fr. Jim)
Knapp (S.J.), who used to teach
here, came by and said, ‘Mr. Wilson, you better turn the TV on.’
We had the TVs on in the classroom, and they showed everything that was happening in New
York. The place was packed during activity period watching TV.
Everybody went home at the end
of the day. I come back the following morning. That flag was up
there. I had no idea who put it up
there,” said Wilson.
Wilson also remembers that
he could not hear or see any planes
or helicopters in the sky the day
the flag was put in his room. The
only aircraft he could hear were
military planes that were coming
from Scott Air Force Base.
“We had a freshman football game against Chaminade at
Compton Drew a couple days afterwards, and it was dead silent in
the air,” Wilson said. “Usually you
hear those hospital helicopters,
but there was nothing in the air
at that time whatsoever because
everything was grounded. It was a
very eerie feeling around here because you did not know what was
going on.”

one of a dozen or so workers that
stayed the whole three hours.
“The vibe of the labor was
focused but very friendly,” Anderson said.
O’Keefe came with his son,
with whom he worked for the entirety of the project.
“We like doing that kind of
stuff,” said O’Keefe. “But also I’m
excited about having a community garden, especially for the Missouri wildflowers.”
The group was also joined by
sophomore Michael Hayes, an active member of the sustainability
committee, as well as his mother.
“It was pretty exciting,” said
Hayes. “I was really interested
in getting involved with the garden for sustainability. I am really
pleased with how people are connecting, and I feel it was worth the
time and a lot of fun making the
garden a reality.”
As soon as the beds are ready
for planting, Anderson intends to
open the garden up to the school
and the local neighborhood com-

munity.
“We’ll have it available for
faculty, certain clubs, and the
neighborhood,” he explained.
“You know, anyone who wants to
have a place in the garden.”
One possible idea has been
to give any crops grown in the
garden to the kitchen workers for
lunch. While such a small amount
of land could not sustain lunch
for a thousand students every day,
food service director Kathy Hylla
explains that it could still be helpful.
“There are things we don’t
need that much of for our meals,
like green peppers, carrots (and)
green onions,” said Hylla. “I’m really excited to get our food from
right here at SLUH.”
Now that the actual growing process has begun, the supporters of the Backer Garden’s
development have been thinking
seriously about the next steps. Besides the plants in the raised beds,
native Missouri plants will also
be planted on the stretch of land

Feature
Navy officer Fields on dealing
with 9/11 Pentagon tragedy
BY Stephen
NEWS EDITOR

F

Lumetta

or many Americans, each
year’s anniversary of 9/11
brings up painful memories—
many remember where they were,
who they were with, and what
they were doing when they heard
of the terrorist attacks. For Capt.
David Fields, father of senior Tom
Fields, it is a little more personal.
As a Navy officer, he worked one
on one with the family of a Navy
officer who was killed when Flight
77 struck the Pentagon.
A couple years before 9/11
occurred, Fields was working on
the N4 staff (logistics) at the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations (OpNav) at the Navy Yard
in Washington D.C. After the
tragic death of one of his fellow
officers before the 9/11 attacks, it
was found out that no one on the
N4 staff at OpNav had Casualty
Assistance Calls officer (CACO)
qualifications, which certifies officers to work with families of military men and women who died
while on active duty.
“So the admiral in charge of

the N4 staff, a three-star admiral,
got a little excited and he basically
said, ‘Everybody on my staff is going to go get the Casualty Assistance Calls officer qualification,’”
said Fields.
Fields was trained for a few
weeks and got his CACO qualifications.
“Most of the training is not
in administration. It’s stuff by the
chaplains, teaching you how to
deal with people correctly,” said
Fields.
Fields had had his CACO
training for about a year on Sept.
11, 2001. The plane that struck the
Pentagon struck the Navy Wedge
of the Pentagon—which meant
that most, if not all, of the Pentagon casualties were Navy casualties. Suddenly, the Navy required
people with CACO training to
work with families of victims and
Fields was one of those people.
“I had the honor of responding to a family of BloomingtonNormal, Illinois whose daughter,
a Navy JAG officer” was killed
when her plane struck the Pentagon, said Fields.

outside one of the fences. On the
other side, Anderson looks forward to seeing dwarf fruit trees,
but those are not at the top of his
list.
“My first priority right now
is the greenhouse,” he said. Other
priorities include construction of
a gazebo, and possibly building a
coop for chickens in the spring,
something that excites Sustainability Committee moderator
Anne Marie Lodholz.
“Wouldn’t it be cool to incubate little eggs and raise chickens
from chicks to have in the garden?” she asked.
Overall, the garden’s progress
so far has been getting favorable
responses. Director of Facilities
Joe Rankin, who helped to start
the program to connect SLUH
with its neighborhood, is proud
of the work accomplished so far.
“The entire plan is us acting
out as good stewards, because at
the end of the day, we still live in
the Kings-Oak Community,” said
Rankin.

Calling all Comic
Book Junkies!
Comic Book junkies from
all walks of life—SIGN
UP for Comic Book
Club, moderated by Mr.
Kershenski! Send us an
email (2015556@sluh.org)
or find us on Facebook
(SLUH
Comic
Book
Club). Whether you have
shelves at home or are
getting interested in the
comic art form, stop by.
We hope, if enough people
are interested, and the club
fares well, a trip to Comic
Con may be in store.
The officer’s name was MariRae Sopper. She had been on her
way to California to coach gymnastics.
The Pentagon requested that
members of the deceased victims’
families assemble at the Sheraton
Hotel in Crystal City. The Pentagon rented out the entire hotel to
work with the families for several
weeks. The various conference
rooms and ballrooms of the hotel
were used for operations like life
insurance, burial, and veterans’
benefits.
continued on page 6
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Despite heat and modified Running of the Bills started with a bet
coaching staff, Jr. Bills hope
(continued from page 2)
The Running of the Bills was fully incorporated into Freshman
to prevail against Cadets
on the basketball team that were- held for four years at CBC, often Fun Day, with an all-freshmen
BY Will Smith
SPORTS AND WEB EDITOR

E

ven with the recent heat wave
and a modified coaching staff,
the St. Louis U. High Jr. Bills still
feel confident that they will be
able to prevail this week against
CBC.
With the recent departure
of Matt Buha, the football coaching staff needed to replenish and
reorganize its ranks. Longtime
coach John Diffley was shifted to
take over Buha’s role, doing both
the offensive and defensive line
while also filling the role as defensive coordinator.
Eric Hunt, ’06, is the newest addition to the coaching staff
this year and has helped fill the
loss of Buha. Hunt will help coach
the defensive backs and wide receivers for the varsity team. Hunt
also goes into the box during the
Friday night games and is on the
defensive side of the headsets.
“It has been really interesting seeing the game from the
other side of the coin,” said Hunt.
“Sometimes when watching drills
I’ll kind of get a flashback. During the games I’ll get some of the
same feelings I had when I was a
player, trying to relive the glory
days.”
“Coach Hunt adds a lot to the
team by giving the receivers some
more individual guidance and
motivation,” said senior Marcus
Ramspott. “He has fit right in with
the team right from the beginning
because he’s a natural coach.”
Hunt was a wide receiver
and free safety when he played
at SLUH. Hunt was a three-year
starter on varsity and continued
his football career at Brown University. Hunt recently returned
to St. Louis and currently works
at Avatar Studios as an executive
producer.
“He was a heck of a player
when he was here and has been
really great so far this year,” said
head coach Gary Kornfeld.
This week, the excessive heat

made the football team adjust its
schedule.
“We were only able to go helmet, shoulder pads, and shorts
for four days this week,” said Kornfeld. “We also had to take extra
water breaks, it’s just the kind of
things you have to do when it’s
this hot out.”
While the football team
modified its practice schedule,
it never had to practice inside or
cancel practice altogether.
“We were able to do what we
needed to do this week just without full pads,” said Kornfeld. “We
didn’t have any problems with dehydration or anything like that.”
CBC and SLUH will face off
Friday night at 7p.m. after the
Running of the Bills.
“CBC is ranked for a reason
this season, they are a heck of a
ball club,” said Kornfeld. “Their
skill players are unbelievable and
have been for years and that’s
why they have been so good. We
are going to have our hands full
trying to limit their offensive
production and defensively they
are so athletic it’s hard to break
anything for long distances, so
we will just have to sustain drives
with these guys.”
SLUH varsity players are
confident that they will be able to
pull out a win this week.
“I think we are going to come
out Friday and surprise a lot of
people,” said senior Josh Keil. “We
have been working really hard
and it’s going to pay off.”
“We have a really strong team
this year with a combination of
solid seniors and young talent,”
said Ramspott. “We will be bringing all we’ve got, and with the
home field advantage we are looking for a win.”
“I think we are going to play
harder than anyone has before,”
said senior Sam Sykora. “We have
a huge chip on our shoulder so
this game is going to determine
our season.”

Capt. Fields tells his story
of 9/11
(continued from page 3)

“The President declared it an
act of war so that everybody who
was killed in the Pentagon attack
was, in fact, killed in combat. So
that released funds that gave certain benefits to family members,”
said Fields, explaining how the
operation was set up.
Fields worked with the Sopper family daily for about five
weeks, until Oct. 16. The burial
process was longer than usual,
as all of the victims’ remains on
Flight 77 were reduced to mere
fragments, which made for a difficult identification process that
required DNA testing.
“There was much made by
some of the families to be careful
not to co-mingle remains of the
terrorists with those of our fallen
heroes. So they had to identify
things very … accurately,” said
Fields.
After approximately five
weeks of stress and grief, the mili-

tary and the Sopper family was
ready to inter Sopper’s remains.
Fields drove to the military
mortuary in Dover, Del. to pick
up Sopper’s remains, which were
placed in a hermetically-sealed,
stainless steel container. That
container was placed in a simple,
small oak box with a brass plate
with Sopper’s name, date of birth,
and date of death.
To drive up to Dover, Fields
obtained a Crown-Victoria car
from the Navy. The day before
he left, Fields was getting a parking pass for the car, which he was
leaving overnight at the building.
Fields explained to the woman at
the front desk why he was driving
up to Dover.
“The man standing in line
behind me interrupted me as I
was about to leave and said to me
that he was a resident of the building and shook my hand and introduced himself and apologized for
delaying me,” said Fields. “But he
said that he and his family felt so

popular amongst the student
body,” said Wehner. “Student
Council was unbelievable, they
would have theme nights, but
then they had old basketballs and
putting them over their heads,
they started taking off their shirts
and writing stuff on them.”
One of the first large-attendance Running of the Bills was
during a football game at Chaminade. SLUH got permission from
Rossman School, about four miles
from Chaminade, to have a barbeque in the parking lot and paint
themselves blue. The 200 students
then ran down Conway Road to
Lindbergh Boulevard to the game.
“Well, Creve Coeur police
stopped them and said, ‘You don’t
have a permit to have a parade,’ so
that put the kibosh to that,” said
Wehner.
Assistant Principal Eric Clark
also though it was unsafe for students to be running down a major
road at night again so the event
was moved to a soccer tournament at CBC, which, at the time,
was located on Clayton Road.
Students painted themselves at
SLUH, ran through Forest Park,
up Skinker Boulevard, and to the
game.

at the soccer tournament against
DeSmet, until 1996 when the
athletic director, upset from the
vandalization of the CBC locker
room with blue paint, banned students from painting themselves
blue for games at CBC.
“CBC became very upset
because we were bumping into
ticket takers and getting blue on
them,” said Wehner. “We were using the restroom and getting blue
all over.”
Then-STUCO
moderator
Craig Maliborski asked CBC the
following year if students could
once again could paint themselves
blue. The athletic director agreed,
but the paint was limited to the
students’ faces.
Instead of limiting the
amount of paint, SLUH moved
the Running of the Bills to the
first home football game for the
1997 season. Students ran from
Forest Park to SLUH painted blue
in a game against O’Fallon High
School.
The first Running of the Bills
at SLUH only had 30 students,
with about half being freshmen,
but over the years the tradition
expanded and by the year 2000,
the Running of the Bills had been

running at the first game and an
all-school running later in the
season, though that tradition has
been dormant for the past two
years.
“It fashioned itself where it
was a part of Freshman Fun Day
and that’s taken on a legacy of itself,” said Wehner.
Though it has been a few
years, Huber has attended recent
Running of the Bills games.
“When you go, you see a few
people from your class who were
there those first couple of times.
Everybody remembers Hazelwood East. That was a huge upset
for us, it was a big win for SLUH
in general. It was a lot of fun that
everyone remembers that,” said
Huber.
The Running of the Bills today is an iconic part of SLUH.
Last year’s Running of the Bills
game had over 3,000 people in attendance.
“I think it’s hilarious and it’s
in the spirit of what we were trying to do which was to support
the team but also to show a little
creativity and have fun ourselves,”
said Huber.

Beginners’ guide to FoPo XC Race

BY Michael
REPORTER

Sit

f you enjoy strolling around
Forest Park on Saturday mornings, then come join the fun at
Saint Louis U. High and Big River
Running Company’s co-sponsored cross-country meet, the
8th annual Forest Park Festival,
tomorrow.
The freshmen will be speed-

ing around the course for a 3K
loop, and the junior varsity and
varsity will be steering the turns
of the 5K loop. The course layout
contains a 1K loop and a separate
2K loop that shares part of the
course of the 1K loop.
“The course is not a flat
course, despite popular belief. The hills that border the
course will be tough to climb,”

helpless. They wanted to do something, anything they could and
they didn’t know what to do. They
all owned a string of car washes
in the Arlington, Virginia area.
And he asked if he could please
have the keys to that car so that
his crews could detail it overnight
and return it to me in the morning. ... I could see that this guy
was very serious about this, and
of course his clients are car-lovers.
And so I said, ‘Well, sure, here.’ I
gave this total stranger the keys to
this Navy car. Then I warned him
that I had to leave very early in
the morning, like oh-five dark. He
said, ‘No problem. It will be out
front, ready to go.’”
Fields, when coming out at
5:00 a.m., saw two guys still buffing the car. They had mounted

two American flags on the car,
and the car was pristine inside
and outside.
When Fields picked up Sopper’s remains at the mortuary, the
officer there told Fields, “‘Listen
Dave: as you go out to drive off
the Air Force base, please don’t
drive more than five miles per
hour.’ I thought he was worried
about me getting a ticket” due to
speed limits of 10 miles per hour
on the base, said Fields.
The drive from the mortuary
to the main gate of the base was
approximately 2.5 miles—a trip
that, at five miles per hour, would
be a 30-minute drive.
“When I departed, the mortuary is basically a big hangar—
an airplane hangar. There were
airmen lined up on both sides of

I

said coach Joe Porter.
“The course is not short or
mis-measured. It is the level of
competition and elite athletes that
come from across the nation that
pushes all the participants to exceed their limits,” Porter said. “Ridiculously fast athletes such as the
fourth fastest high school crosscountry runner in the nation will
be in attendance. Eureka’s swift
Hannah Long, another top runner, plans on dominating the varsity race.”
“The whole course provides
great opportunities to pass people, but it will be most importantly to pass people on the hills,”
cross-country captain Michael
Swan said.
“The long, flat stretch on the
top of central fields (by the starting line) will be tough not to zone
out in. Basically, you just need to
stay focused on the race and keep
moving up through the pack,”
added Swan.
“It’s easy,” said freshman
the driveway and street from the
mortuary all the way to the main
gate,” said Fields. The airmen were
spaced approximately ten yards
apart.
“They took that honor very
seriously there. These were Air
Force guys and she was Navy. For
them, there was no distinction,”
said Fields.
Sopper was interred with
military honors at Arlington National Cemetery on Oct. 12. The
officiating officer was a one-star
admiral.
“I stayed close to the (Sopper) family for the next twelve
years. In fact, this morning (Sept.
11), I called the family to say that
they were in my thoughts and
continued on page 7
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Swimbills place third in opening meet, slash previous times
BY Patrick
REPORTER

Schuler

T

he St. Louis U. High swim
team began its season this
week. Their first meet, the Marquette Relays, included 11 total
teams and took place on Saturday
at Marquette High School. The Jr.
Bills took third place.
“We have a very young team,
so we didn’t really know what to
expect. But overall, we hoped
things would go pretty well and
in the end they worked out great,”
said assistant coach Kevin Moore.
During the meet, head coach
Joe Esposito made changes the

to the roster. SLUH changed out
multiple swimmers in multiple
events to squeeze the maximum
number of points out of their
swimmers. As the last event drew
closer, the standings were very
close and would be decided by the
final event, the 200-yard medley
relay.
This race features four swimmers who each swim one of four
strokes for 50 yards. The Swimbills took first, led by senior captain Jack Brauer’s strong finish in
freestyle, propelling them to third
place overall in the meet.
”It was a good way to start

the season and kind of set the
tone” said senior captain Matt
Marcouiller. “There were a lot of
dropped times for it, being the
season opener. Everyone was
pretty psyched.”
Moore said, “We were very
pleased with the meet. In total,
there were 27 dropped times, so
almost everyone dropped time.
There were no disappointments
overall.”
The team competed in its
first dual meet on Tuesday afternoon and beat Parkway South by
22 points. The team had especially
good performances from senior

Luke Sloan and junior Colin
Derdeyn who each swam in the
200 freestyle, 400 medley relay,
and the 200 medley relay.
Marcouiller, who swam in
two events Tuesday, said, “It was
the first time everyone got to see
how much they had improved
from last season. There were
many people getting near State
cuts, so overall it was a good first
dual meet.”
Esposito is putting his team
in great shape for this season.
The team’s next meet will be next
Thursday, Sept. 18 against Park-

7

way West. As always, West has a
very good team this year. The outcome of this next meet will really
tell the Jr. Bills how good they can
be this season.
Swimming more than 5,000
yards per practice and dropping
major time in both of their first
two meets, their season is off to a
great start.
“Everyone is really swimming as a team,” said Moore.
“Coach (Esposito) is really paying
attention to a lot of minor details,
but it will definitely all pay off in
the end.”

SLUH shuts down Brebeuf Jesuit 3-0 but falls 5-1 to Vianney
photo | Jared Buss

Senior forward Mark Robinson takes the ball up the field against Brebeuf.
BY Danny Schneller
SPORTS EDITOR

T

hough undefeated in their
three games against teams
from outside the Saint Louis area,
the St. Louis U. High soccer team
has been struggling against local
opponents.
Last Saturday, the Soccerbills
hosted the Brebeuf Jesuit Braves
from Indianapolis, Ind. Neither
team was able to score in the first

half, despite a couple of close calls
in SLUH’s backfield and a very
near miss off the foot of senior
forward Tommy Hill.
“We played well enough in
the first half, but we just weren’t
getting much movement from
our forwards,” said head coach
Charlie Martel. “So, we had a bit
of a ‘heart-to-heart’ talk with our
forwards at halftime, and I think
it worked because they worked

harder.”
Fourteen minutes into the
first half, Hill blasted a shot on
goal that Brebeuf ’s keeper blocked
up into the air. Seeing his opportunity, Hill charged in to head the
deflected shot into the goal to give
SLUH a 1-0 lead.
“Tommy’s goal really started
a domino effect of us scoring,”
said senior Luke Robinson.
Three minutes later, one of
Robinson’s triplet brothers, Mark,
rocketed a throw-in out in front of
the goal.
“Someone on the other team
deflected it,” said Luke Robinson.
“So, I just got it and put it in.”
In their first few games, the
Soccerbills have had multiple
scoring plays on throw-ins from
Mark Robinson. Much to the chagrin of SLUH’s opponents, Mark
Robinson is fully capable of hurling the ball directly in front of the
goal from the sideline.
Martel was enthused by Mark
Robinson’s ability to create scoring chances from the sideline.
“If you can put the ball right
in front of the goal going thirty
miles an hour, that’s a weapon we
want to use,” said Martel.

Only four minutes after Luke
Robinson gave SLUH a 2-0 lead,
sophomore Spencer Jones got the
ball just outside Brebeuf ’s 18-yard
box. Jones sent the ball sailing
over the keeper’s head, securing a
3-0 advantage for SLUH.
After these three quick goals,
the action died down. SLUH held
on to the shutout to send Brebeuf
back to Indiana with a 3-0 loss.
This past Tuesday, the Jr. Bills
had their first game in this week’s
CBC tournament, against Vianney.
Only twelve minutes into
the game, Vianney had a 2-0 lead
after two SLUH miscommunications in the backfield.
“We started off really sloppy,”
said Luke Robinson. “Their first
two goals were really demoralizing, and it was hard to bounce
back from that. I thought we did
a solid job of controlling the ball
better in the second half. It’s hard
to come back from 3-0, especially
when they pile goals on you the
way they did.”
By the time that ten minutes
had gone by in the second half,
Vianney led SLUH 5-0. Despite a
goal from senior Tony Abbacchi

with 11 minutes left to play, SLUH
was not able to pull within reach
of the Griffins.
“It was just one of those
games where nothing really
clicked,” said senior captain Andrew Slaughter. “We weren’t on
the same page, and obviously the
result was that we got beat pretty
bad. We’ll be alright, moving forward. We’re just kind of learning
from it.”
After their 5-1 loss to Vianney, the Soccerbills decided that
they needed to be mentally prepared for every game.
“The difference was that with
Xavier we were so hyped going
in because we knew that we each
had to play our best game to beat
this team,” said Slaughter. “With
the in-town teams, you have this
sense of familiarity. Not that we
haven’t prepared as well, but I
think we’ve lacked some intensity.
I think that’s going to change now,
though.”
The Soccerbills will play their
third and final game of CBC’s
round robin tournament against
DeSmet this Saturday at 5 p.m.

photo | Mark Rieke

Soccer Nightbeat
Last night, the St. Louis U. High Soccerbills squared off
against the CBC Cadets in their second game of this week’s CBC
tournament. Right from the start, the Jr. Bills came out at full
speed, sprinting after every ball. Because of their intensity, SLUH
dominated the ball, keeping possession far more than CBC. The
strong possession was not, however, enough for SLUH to get a
ball past CBC’s keeper. The first half ended in a 0-0 draw.
Shortly after halftime, junior Clark Conway headed a spectacular cross into the goal, but CBC tied the game on a header
past senior goalie Jack Robinson on one of the many free kicks
that the Soccerbills gave away in the backfield. The game ended
in a 1-1 draw.
—Compiled by Danny Schneller

Capt. Fields, 9/11
(continued from page 6)
prayers,” said Fields.
In December 2001, Fields
moved to Scott Air Force Base to
work on military transportation
logistics, which he described as
“quite stressful but very rewarding.”
Fields was commissioned
an officer upon his graduation

from the U.S. Merchant Marine
Academy in 1981. He spent approximately 16 years of his career
on active duty. Since the Navy
requires officers to retire after 30
years of service if they haven’t
achieved admiral rank, Fields was
forced to retire this year after 32
years of service. His last day was
June 21.

Brian Christopher, S.J., spoke in the Chapel last Friday about his experiences in Belize.
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Friday, September 13
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Freshman Fun Day
AP
Pep Rally
Snack—Chicken Giggles
7pm
V Football vs CBC
Lunch Special—Sloppy Jo’s
Vegetarian—Pasta Primavera

Schedule R

Saturday, September 14
9am
5pm

V, JV, and C XC @ Forest Park XC Festival
V Soccer @ CBC Tournament vs. DeSmet

Sunday, September 15
No Events Scheduled

Monday, September 16

Schedule R
Case Western Reserve University—M110
University of Evansville—M108
Dominican University (IL)—M106
Knox College—M104
12:50pm St. Olaf College—M112
4:30pm JV Football vs CBC
		
JV Soccer vs Hillsboro
5pm
B Soccer @ Webster Groves
NIE Evening with Jesuit Community
AP

Tuesday, September 17

Schedule R
Senior Kairos #1 (through 9/20)
AP
Admissions Committee Planning Session
DePaul University—M106
Middlebury College—M108
Southern Methodist University—M110
Union College—M112
Washington College (MD)—M114
2pm
The College of Wooster (material drop off in 		
Counseling Center)
4pm
C Soccer @ CBC
5pm
V Soccer @ Webster Groves

Wednesday, September 18

Schedule R
Furman College—M114
Iona College—M104
Texas Christian University—M106
University of Wisconsin-Madison—M108
Yale University—M110
12:50pm College of St. Benedict & St. John—M112
Otterbein University—M116
Providence College—M122
AP

Senior Peter Rackers juggles while trying to bring in new members to the Circus Club at
Tuesday’s Activities Fair.

The trio is complete: Murphy joins admissions

BY Jack Sinay
REPORTER

A

dam Cruz, ’10, is not the only
new addition to the admissions
staff this year as Ann Murphy, mother
of sophomore Andrew Murphy, has
also joined the team, beginning her
job as the new admissions assistant.
Murphy came to work at Saint
Louis U. High after beating out over
100 applicants for the position. “The
things that stood out at the end of the
day were her communication skills,
her organization skills, and how she
had experience in not only the administrative side but also in the sales side,”
explained Anja Schmelter, Director of
Admissions.
“Her son Andrew went here, so
obviously she had gone through the
process of applying to a Catholic high
school and is very familiar with our
school and our Jesuit admissions,”

Schmelter said.
Murphy has already adjusted
to SLUH since beginning here last
Monday, Sept. 2, explaining, “I love it
here— it’s such a great, happy place to
work and everyone’s so helpful.”
Schmelter agreed, saying, “She’s
jumped right in. We’re really excited
to have her to manage the daily details
of admissions and I think her transition here has been really smooth—
she was able to come in and contribute right away.”
Murphy’s many jobs as admissions assistant will include daily tasks
such as managing phone calls, helping
potential students register for events
and tours, and helping with questions
about SLUH’s application process.
“I’m working with Mrs. Schmelter
and helping her with all of the application processes and really whatever
she needs me to do so that, hopefully,

I can eventually give tours,” Murphy
said.
Her primary focus, however,
will be working with the SLUH Mom
Ambassadors, who are in charge of
communicating their experiences as
mothers of SLUH students to potential applicants.
Murphy grew up in Webster
Groves, going to Holy Redeemer as a
child and moving on to attend Nerinx
Hall High School. She studied communications at the University of Missouri at St. Louis (UMSL).
From there, she went on to work
at the non-profit Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation before working sales at
Imperial Chemical Industries (ICI),
a plastic-producing company. Murphy travelled and sold plastic to potential buyers but eventually had kids
and began work at her parish, Christ
Prince of Peace.

Feminism and Syria: a look at clubs around SLUH
BY Marty
REPORTER

Johnson

Editors’ note: The following is a brief
summary of what clubs have been talking about and what they are planning.
ACES met on Monday and
Thursday to finalize plans for their car
wash, which will be held tomorrow at
the SLUH turnaround. All proceeds
from the car wash will go to Covenant House, a house for teens and
young adults in North St. Louis. The
car wash will be held from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. Car washes will be five dollars
and a car wash with a lunch included
(hot dog, chips, water) will be seven
dollars. Further donations are encouraged. ACES normally meets every Monday during activity period in
room M204 and is open to all.

Last week, SLUHPAC had an
engaging conversation about the conflicts in Syria over an abbreviated activity period. Discussion of Syria will
continue next week. SLUHPAC meets
every Tuesday during activity period
in room M215 to discuss political issues and current events.
Yesterday, Pax Christi introduced the new students that had
signed up at the Activities Fair and
talked about the vow of non-violence. The vow, which is taken up by
Pax Christi members every year, is
a year-long commitment. The club
also discussed the upcoming Ignatian
Family Teach In. The Teach-In, which
happens in Washington, D.C. every
November, gathers Jesuit high schools
from around the country to talk about

social justice issues.
“I’m extremely excited about the
Ignatian Family Teach-In,” said junior Kevin Thomas. “I went last year,
so I’m hopeful and excited about this
year’s teach in.” Pax Christi meets every Thursday during activity period.
Yesterday, Philosophical Debates Club welcomed many freshmen to the club. The discussion
touched on feminism and sexism at
SLUH. The club discussed the possibility of writing philosophical papers every month and then choosing
whose is the best. All newcomers are
welcome. Philosophical Debates Club,
moderated by history teacher Tim
O’Neil, meets every other week in
room M112.

Thursday, September 19

Schedule R
Jesuit Excellence Tour—13 Jesuit Colleges and
Universities
10am Mother’s Club Mass, General Meeting, and Lunch
4pm
B Soccer vs CBC
V2 XC @ Parkway Central Invitational
V Swim vs Parkway West
4:30pm C Football vs Vianney
6pm
V Soccer vs CBC
AP

Friday, September 20
AP
Junior Class Mass #1
12:50pm University of Dallas—M112
University of Denver—M108
Florida Southern University—M114
Georgetown University—M110
Valparaiso University—M106
4pm
JV Soccer vs CBC
7pm
V Football @ Vianney

Schedule R

calendar | compiled by Keith Thomas

Father/Son Service
U.S. VETS PROJECT

Saturday, October 12, 8:00 a.m.-noon
Started in 2011, the U.S. VETS facility was established
to meet needs of veterans in need of homes or social
services. This service project will involve grounds
maintenance on a community vegetable garden. A
BBQ will conclude the morning. For more information visit www.usvetsinc.org

NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSES EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION CENTER

Saturday, Nov. 9, 8:00 a.m.
Caroline Mission, operated by Neighborhood Houses, provides quality affordable child care for children
from 6 weeks to 5 years of age. The project includes
landscaping and cleaning the grounds. For more information visit http://neighborhoodhouses.org/early-childhood-education/.
To sign up for one/both of these projects, please email cleinauer@sluh.org.

