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Skydration
Systems prepares
to send prototypes
to Nairobi, Kenya
BY Jack Schweizer
CORE STAFF

T

BALL UP: Math teacher Dan Schuler shooting a jump shot over the outstreched of seniors Jake Swyers and Leo Henken in the
faculty-student basketball game on Wednesday. The students won the game 36-31.
photo | Brendan Voigt

Students use extended Canvas pilot to analyze
LMS’s place at SLUH
BY John Burke and Joseph
Reznikov
REPORTER, NEWS EDITOR

F

ive hundred thirteen students are currently participating in an extended pilot
program for Canvas Learning
Management System (LMS),
with the goal of determining
whether Canvas should be
utilized school-wide in the
future. Students have mixed
feelings about the usefulness
of Canvas.
The idea behind an LMS

like Canvas is to combine
aspects of already-used programs such as Google Drive,
Turnitin.com, PowerSchool,
and other websites in one,
centralized place. Canvas allows students and teachers
to use all of these features on
one website or app.
One of the features that
many students appreciate
about Canvas is the calendar.
The calendar both gives students an overall view of when
assignments are due as well as

what material will be covered
in class on each day. The calendar assists students in staying organized and on top of
their work.
“The calendar shows me
when all the assignments are
due so it helps me stay on
track,” said junior Sean Hennessey.
Sophomore
Jacob
Reznikov agreed with Hennessey, saying, “The calendar
is really helpful because I can
always go back and look at my

homework.”
In theory, the calendar
could be even more helpful
once students have all seven
of their classes on Canvas,
because rather than having to
look back and forth between
emails, their planner, and
Canvas, they will be able to
find everything on Canvas.
Some students do not
use the calendar, however, because of the way it organizes
assignments, junior Asher

continued on page 6

his is the moment of
truth,” said senior Joseph
Reznikov, as he and the four
other members of Skydration Systems stood outside
the east entrance of the upper
field, testing their prototype
cap. Staring in anticipation
at their makeshift, prototype gutter system, the group
cheered in success as the water overflowed from one jerry
can into the next.
After months of planning, a St. Louis U. High student-led nonprofit business,
Skydration Systems, is sending several suitcases full of 3D
printed caps to Nairobi, Kenya, in the hopes of capturing
more rainwater for the needy.
Jimmy Reddy, ’16, along with
seniors Dan Wagner, Andrew
Pluff, Joseph Reznikov, and
Zach Hennes, are the members of Skydration.
Created by Reddy after attending a MED launch
seminar last December, the
small business has been
working alongside Dr. Martin
Schmitt of Cardinal Glennon
to help reach a solution to
water problem in third world
countries.
After speaking with
Schmitt, Reddy recruited a

group of classmates and together they came up with
the idea of a special cap. The
cap, designed by Wagner, is
shaped like a cork and has
two holes on top. It fits inside the jerry can and enables
tubes to run through each
hole, connecting a string of
cans together. As the cans fill
up, water pressure forces excess water to flow through the
tubes and into the next jerry
can, theoretically filling an infinite number of cans.
In the poorest parts of
the world, people have to
walk several miles each day to
and from a well, lake, or other
body of water to collect their
water in jerry cans, which
takes away time from education and can cause health
problems.
The jerry cans, shaped
like a 5-gallon plastic milk
jug, weigh approximately 40
pounds when filled. Women
and children walk an average
of ten kilometers to get their
water and carry these cans on
their heads, which can cause
back problems.
Schmitt, a pediatrician
and missionary motivated to
solve these health and environmental problems, needed
a group to figure out a way

continued on page 3

Student Surveys

Social Media: Snapchat dominates
BY Galen Bacharier
FEATURES EDITOR

BY Samuel J. Chechik
EDITOR IN CHIEF

T

T

he Prep News sent out its
third survey of the year
to the student body of St.
Louis U. High in order to collect a snapshot of opinions on
the current block day system
that features two block days
per quarter.
The Prep News sent the
survey on Tuesday, Sept. 20,
and only had a single yes or
no question: “Do you like the
current block day system?”
Five hundred and ten
students—nearly half of the
student body—responded to
Artwork | Syed Fakhryzada the question, with 56.8 per-

he world of social media is an ever-changing
landscape. A new, innovative
start-up skyrockets to the top
of the App Store and public
spotlight, only to be abandoned months later in lieu of
the next big thing. Since 2014,
and the last Prep News social
media survey, websites and
apps have faded in and out of
student use. It’s time for a new
look into the social media
habits of SLUH.
In Volume 78, the Prep
News ran a feature on the con-
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Block Days: Students like them

news

Freshmen elect class officers
After hearing speeches during
activity period on Tuesday, the
freshman class elected Daniel
Hartnagel and Peter Hermann.
Page 2
Features

“Unaccompanied Flyer”
Senior Max Prosperi talks about
his rather unusual weekend job
as an airline blogger. Hear about
how one gets into and keeps up
with this line of work. Page 4

Feature

Pick of the Lot Returns
This week’s edition features junior Ricky Browne’s 2016 Porsche
Macan. Porsche claims, “there is
no substitute.” Page 4
News

Russian students take in America
Read about how Russian exchange students Slava Kolgo and
Igor Blokhin are feeling about life
in the US of A. Page 7

cent (290) saying that they
like the current system, and
43.2 percent (220) saying that
they don’t.
While some students
hold opinions at either extreme—with some saying that
SLUH needs to implement
the daily block day and others thinking the completely
regular schedule school year
is in order—many believe
that moderation of block days
is important.
“Personally, for me I favor and wish we were on a
block day schedule,” said senior Sam Grasso. “I like the
opportunity it gives being

Sports

This week in soccer….
Some position shuffling early in
the week seemed to pay off as the
Jr. Bills won two games and tied
a third. Page 9
Sports

Inside look at the XC captains
Senior captains Roman Lipinski
and Matt Northcott talk about
their journey from freshman
year to charting the path of this
year’s XC season. Page 9

in the classroom for more
time, being able to work with
teachers in the classroom for
more time. I feel like the 45
minutes is rushed, and then
you also then have maybe
three subjects for homework
that night, which is also a
lighter load. Because for a
lot of SLUH students, you hit
junior, senior year, you have
seven subjects each night,
which can get very stressful,
and then you have more time
to focus individually in each
subject, and I feel like people
would get their work done
in a more progressive way—

continued on page 5
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Homeroom reps to
play a bigger role in
STUCO

BY Riley McEnery and
Niles Bernabe

REPORTERS		

S

tarting this year, the St Louis U. High Student Council
is including homeroom representatives in many of their
meetings in order to more
accurately gauge the needs of
the student body. Homeroom
representatives are now meant
to be formally voted in and are
required to meet every other
Tuesday with STUCO.
The decision to change
the role of homeroom representatives was made in order
to have more voices heard
in STUCO. The change was
made with the hope that involving a larger body of students would represent the different classes more effectively
than in past years.
“Last year, a lot of what
we heard during elections for
officers was people talking
about how they would represent all of their class by getting their ideas out there and
really just involving their class
as a whole more,” said student body president Thomas
Leeker. “They wanted to just
get more class representation,
even more than just two class
officers.”
STUCO also hopes that
this new active role will provide a more useful purpose
for reps themselves. In past
years, a homeroom rep’s main
responsibilities would be to facilitate food drives and collect
money from their homeroom.
“When Mrs. Harrison
and I started working with
STUCO, the whole idea
seemed pretty overwhelming,
and we weren’t sure how to
utilize homeroom reps effectively,” said STUCO moderator Kate Toussaint. “So at the
end of last year I realized that
it’s a huge waste that we’re not
using them (homeroom reps)
because it’s a lot of work for
our executive board and we
have so many people that want
to help.”
Toussaint loved the in-

volvement of homeroom reps
and executive board members
together in the Student Council system at Notre Dame,
where she attended high
school, so she wanted to bring
that aspect of STUCO to the
SLUH community.
“Everybody felt that even
if you weren’t the class president, you still had a voice and
were a part of it,” said Toussaint.
With more participation
from the homeroom reps,
STUCO hopes to generate
more good ideas for the year,
and bring about a sense of
belonging and community inside of STUCO.
STUCO meetings have
been redesigned to allow
ample opportunity for homeroom reps to share and discuss new ideas in an open
forum while maintaining the
efficiency of a smaller sized
group.
“Now we meet every other Tuesday with all the homeroom representatives and then
the Tuesdays that aren’t meetings with all the homeroom
representatives are meetings
with just the officers,” said
Leeker. “So they are officially a
part of STUCO, we run ideas
by them; they give us ideas.
They are the voice of the students, it’s kind of like Congress to the president.”
STUCO is also reforming
the structure of their meetings
this year, and they are looking
to create a more formal system
for presenting ideas, specifically utilizing the homeroom
reps’ enthusiasm.
“Essentially we would
like to run it like an actual
meeting with an agenda, people making motions, students
are charge of projects, and
anybody can come forward
and propose an idea,” said
Toussaint.
“I’m really looking forward to it,” said junior homeroom rep Drew Kirchoff. “All
the homeroom reps are excited to put their input in.”

Former Astronaut Linda Godwin
speaks at SLUH about experience,
offers advice

Godwin during her presentatation in 215c.
BY Daniel Dewan and
Jake Hennes

REPORTERS		

F

ormer astronaut Linda
Godwin came to Saint
Louis U. High this past Tuesday as part of the Science
Club Speaker series.
Godwin is currently
a physics and astronomy
professor at the University
of Missouri at Columbia.
When she was growing up
outside of Jackson, Mo., she
first became interested in
math and science in school.
“I really credit my parents for encouraging education and special teachers
that I still remember from
high school; I still communicate with one of them,”
said Godwin. “Reading was
a great way to get into the
imagination side of science.”
Godwin earned a Bachelor of Science degree in
mathematics and physics
from Southeast Missouri

State in 1974 and a Master of
Science degree and a doctorate in physics from the University of Missouri in 1976
and 1980.
After earning her Ph.D.,
Godwin was selected by
NASA as an astronaut in
1986. She worked as a flight
controller and payloads officer on four missions.
When she was in space,
Godwin stayed on the International Space Station.
There were three other
members in her crew, as well
as three Russians aboard the
station. She enjoyed experiencing the culture of the
Russians and being able to
work with them.
“You may not be aware
of how large an international
effort and collaboration this
was in space. I have to point
out the value in learning
world history and cultures of
other countries,” said Godwin. “After you have worked
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with these people and traveled to those places, it makes
you view the world a little
differently, seeing people
come together and work in
it.”
Godwin was logged
in for 38 days in space and
went on two spacewalks, retiring from NASA in 2010.
Students
attending
Godwin’s talk became inspired from her story and
experiences.
“Mrs. Godwin’s talk was
a compelling blend of education and inspiration. It put
me in a surreal state of awe
from being in the same room
with someone who had been
in space,” said junior Trent
Adelmann.
“I started out as this little kid outside Jackson, Missouri and ended up getting
to fly on that shuttle four
times,” said Godwin.
Godwin was the second speaker of the year for

the series, which started last
year.
“The goal of the Science
Club Speaker series is to try
and get speakers on as many
different aspects of science
as we can, so we can expose
students to new ideas in science,” said science teacher
Robyn Wellen.
The club was contacted
by one of the secretaries at
University of Missouri about
the possibility of Godwin
speaking to students.
“It started with the
STARS program, who contacted Mr. Baud, and said
that she was going to be in
town and wanted to talk
to two high schools,” said
Wellen. “I contacted them
and said that we had the
Science Club Speaker series
and asked if that would be
something she would be interested in, and she agreed,”
said Wellen.

J. Wing roof renovated: first time since 1923
BY Angelo
REPORTER

T

Karagiannis

his past July, the J. Wing
roof underwent corrective maintenance as part of
the capital improvement plan.
The maintenance was due to
the large amount of rain over
the past couple of years creating unwanted leak penetration.
Director of facilities Joe
Rankin and his maintenance
team have been doing yearly
preventative
maintenance,
which can range from $1,000
to $2,000, in order to prolong
the lifespan of the roof by applying an elastomeric roof
coating on top of the existing
roof. However, they decided
replacing the roof would be
more cost efficient at this
point rather than continually
fixing it. “The roof was close
to 35 years old, so it was time,”
said Rankin.
This included the pent-

house roof along with the
parts that are connected and
jet out from the sides for architectural aesthetics facing
Oakland Avenue.
In 1999, the school did
a roof analysis and estimated
the cost of the project to be
$120,000. Rankin explained
that this “coring of the roof ”
included taking a plug from
the existing roof to analyze
how many levels and what
kind of previous roofs exist
beneath the current one.
After analyzing the situation, SLUH decided to go
with a material called TPO
(Thermoplastic Polyolefin)
for the new roof.
“For this particular type
of roof you don’t want to lay it
on top of an old asphalt roof,”
said Rankin.
According to Rankin,
TPO is what SLUH has used
for the Danis Field House and
the Si Commons since it is
more durable than the older

rubber Carlisle roofs that
were once popular.
“The rubber tends to
break down and tear within
15 years,” said Rankin. “Also,
the color of the TPO tends to
reflect more of the heat than
the rubber.”
This addition helps to
keep the new insulation efficient in keeping the temperature down, thus preventing
a high air conditioning bill.
The school has also removed
the inactive HVAC mammoth
units and installed new chillers on the roof and boilers in
the basement.
“They actually took all
the old HVAC units off, and
what then actually showed up
was a large hole in the roofing
structure,” said Rankin. “So
we had to form that over with
a 2x6 construction and make
sure that it would be boarded
over and able to walk over.”
Rankin said the key was
to source from outside of

The newly renovated roof.

St. Louis. He found a company with a low overhead in
St. Genevieve, Mo. Director
of Maintenance Rick Figge
worked closely with Tyler
Bahr, owner of Complete
Renovation and Construction LLC, in order to get the

photo | Brendan Voigt

cost down to $52,900. This included the cost for craning off
all the old materials, replacing
the original vents (which were
on the building since 1923)
and installing the new metal
flashing to allow for a watertight seal.

Rankin says that he
hopes the next project will be
to do the same thing to the
main building, given its roof
is 30 years old and does not
have insulation.
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Perspective
A week without phones: two
editors embrace the challenge

Prep News
Volume 81, Issue 5

Freshman elections: Daniel
Hartnagel elected as president,
Peter Herrmann as VP

photos | Gaurav Nigam

Hartnagel giving his speech.
BY Thomas and Peter
Curdt
REPORTERS

W
Matthew Book and
Andrew Modder
BY

FEATURES EDITOR, SPORTS EDITOR

A

s technology becomes
more and more integrated into our high school experience, it seems to find its way
into roles that are decidedly
unhelpful. How many times
has Madden Mobile kept you
from getting your work done
or have you wiled away another twenty minutes scrolling
through social media?
We were recently given
an incentive of extra credit
to try and go without these
distractions for between one
and two weeks to experience
for ourselves the enlightenment themes of writers such
as Ralph Waldo Emerson
and Henry David Thoreau we
have been learning in class. As
Thoreau said, “A man is rich
in proportion to the number
of things which he can afford
to let alone.” Hopefully we
emerge proven wealthy men.
When English teacher
Dr. David Callon first offered
the opportunity to the class,
there were a fair number who
visibly recoiled at the notion.
That fact that this is not very
surprising is the concerning part. That most students
would not be willing to sacrifice their daily playing for
a better grade is reflective of
just how vital these have become to who we are. For most
it has been at least four years
since they were without access
to a phone, and life without
it has become hard to image.

artwork | Syed Fakhryzada

We decided we could bear the
loss and decided to get more
in touch with the less virtual
world and see how it would
feel to live without a computer
in our pocket to provide us
with whatever we may need.
In order to ensure that we
stay away from our phones, on
the first day of the assignment
we handed them in to Callon
along with the permission
slips our parents signed, and
he stowed them away in a safe
in Dr. Kesterson’s office for the
entire week. Callon encouraged us to block websites we
are frequently distracted by
so we would not access them
until the full week has elapsed.
For clarification, we are
not completely “off the grid.”
We are still allowed to use
computers, but can only look
at websites that are specifically
for school and college purposes, such as Gmail, Google
Drive, and Naviance. Also,
watching TV is off limits as
well. Callon wants us be going
completely cold turkey in this
project.
So far things have gone
pretty smoothly. There are
weird little things you start to
notice though, like in certain
situations you will find yourself reaching for your pocket
only to remember that that
sanctuary is no longer there.
There are entire parts of our
day that we usually spend
looking at our phones. It has
certainly helped with being
more efficient when it comes
to the homework front. Having that distraction totally re-

moved makes evenings all the
more free to crank out those
math problems and finish the
assigned reading.
It has not all been easy
and a total upside though. Not
having our phones has been
an inconvenience in a few
situations.
A student can choose to
live screen-free for either one
week or two weeks, and both
of us have taken up this challenge for at least one week.
After each day, we write short,
three-minute
reflections
about the ups and downs of
the day and how we are feeling as the week rolls on. Once
the week is over, we turn in all
seven daily reflections as well
as a longer essay about what
we learned from the experience. Then, Callon gives us
our phones back and we go on
with our lives with technology
and social media again.
We chose to do is not just
for the extra credit or for the
experience that foundational
American thinkers speak so
highly of, but also to prove
that we do not need them and
are not bound by them. So
that next time an older person says “I bet you couldn’t
live with out that thing for five
minutes” *cackling laugh* we
can know how wrong they are.
We continue to trek through
this uncharted territory with
only our wits about us and
will report further on our experiences upon our return to
the civilized world.

hile most of St. Louis
U. High spent Tuesday’s activity period eating
Ted Drewes and listening to
junior Leonard Kim dominate
the rap battle, freshmen were
packed in the Field House,
listening to speeches from the
candidates running for office
in STUCO.
Vice President candidate
and freshman Peter Herrmann kicked off the speeches. Directed more towards
long term goals, his speech
focused on becoming an extraordinary class, the type that
people remember and talk
about for years to come. He
said that the way to achieve
this goal was not only academic excellence but also be-

3

coming a class glued together
in brotherhood.
“Exceptional classes not
only are smart academically,
but act as one unit,” said Hermann.
His opponent, Dominic
Nguyen, followed.
“All 277 voices of your
class will be heard,” Nguyge
said.
Freshman Daniel Hartnagel began the presidential
speeches, noting qualifications such as his “mean raman
noodle,” height, and rock-paper-scissor skills.
Harrison Petty followed,
delivering a short and to-thepoint speech.
“The back of our planner
says to make good choices,
and I give you a good choice
to make: say no to heroin, and
yes to Harrison,” said Petty.

Hartnagel and Herrmann
were both elected, with Hermann as Vice President and
Hartnagel as President.
“I really want to listen
to what the people want, and
then make that a reality,” said
Hartenagel.
Herrmann plans to get
T-shirts out for the freshmen
class shortly.
STUCO
moderator
Katherine Toussaint is excited
about working with this year’s
freshman officers.
“Dan is just a likeable
guy, and I loved Peter’s speech
about becoming men for others,” said Toussaint, who said
that both have already come
to see her to talk about their
duties, showing their responsibility and dedication to the
job.

Skydration sends prototype to
Kenya

Seniors Dan Wagner, Joseph Reznikov, Andrew Pluff, and Jimmy Reddy ’16 behind two Jerry
cans, using the piping and caps designed by Skydration.
photos | Gaurav Nigam

(continued from page 1)

ated.
But this idea was only
conceptual until three weeks
ago, when the group pooled
money from its success in entrepreneurial competitions to
buy a 3D printer that would
start making the caps.
The printer makes one
comic | Kevin Gerstner and Cameron Spence cap every two hours and 40
minutes at a cost of approximately $5.00 per cap. Through
fundraising, Skydration is
now ready to move into the
donation phase of the project.
Meanwhile Reddy, now
a student at Washington University in St. Louis, has been
working with law student
Zhen Qui to make Skydration
Systems a legitimate business.
They look to become a 501(c)
(3), a business type very similar to a not-for-profit. They
also hope to finalize a copyright on the cap in the next
few months.
Skydration is also in the
This comic does not necessarily reflect the views of St. Louis U. High or the Prep News.
to run rainwater straight into
Jerry cans, eliminating the trip
women and children would
otherwise have to make to
their water source
And from there,
Skydration Systems was cre-

process of creating a fundraising website for the caps.
Included on the site will be
a mission statement, a small
video summary, and a donation button, providing interested donors with an easy way
to contribute. They also plan
to make a Skydration water
bottle, with all proceeds going
to making more caps, and expanding their business.
On Oct. 9, Schmitt will
take several suitcases full of
the caps to Niormi, Kenya.
While there, he will pass out
the caps to needy familes, and
collect data on the effectiveness of the caps, allowing Skydration to make any necessary
modifications to the cap for
the future.
“My favorite part of our
project is how incredibly simple it is,” said senior Andrew
Pluff. “It centers around being
cheap and very straightforward.”

4
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Senior Prosperi uses
love of aviation to
fuel blog

Pick of the Lot:

“Downtown” Ricky Browne’s Porsche Macan S

Ricky Browne standing next to his Porsche Macan S.
BY Matthew Book
FEATURES EDITOR

D

own in the student parking lot, you typically
see used, early-to mid 2000’s
sedans and SUVs. There are,
however, cars that break the
doldrums of the lot.
One such car that fits that
description is junior Ricky
Browne’s 2016 Porsche Macan
S.
An aluminum hood arcs
from windshield to grille and
from tire to tire to eliminate
seams. Staggered-size wheels
and tires and swollen rear
haunches give the Macan a
tail-heavy, 911 look. A cavity hollowed out of the door
surfaces, called a sideblade,
lowers visual height. Even the
name itself, pronounced “MaCAHN,” an Indonesian word
for “tiger,” gives you a hint at
what this car is all about. A
tiger might be king of the jungle, but this is a king of the lot.
Claimed by Porsche
as “the first compact SUV
that’s also a sports car,” this
sporty family hauler isn’t the
first Porsche ute armed with
911-caliber horsepower, but
it is the first attempt to jam
five conflicting qualities—
speed, agility, comfort, utility,
and off-road nerve—into one
handy package.
According to Browne,
Porsche succeeded.
“It definitely feels like
a sports car. The Cayenne is
what I see as the ‘moms car,’
but the Macan definitely has a
sports car feel,” said Browne.
Not surprising, consid-

ering that activating launch
control via a “sport” button
on the center console allows
the Macan S to bolt to 60 mph
in 4.6 seconds. Other cars that
run a 4.6? A 2005 Ferrari 612
Scaglietti, 2006 Lamborghini
Gallardo Spyder, and 2012
Aston Martin DB9, or if you
are more into American Muscle, a 2010 Ford GT500 Shelby Mustang. It also runs the
same time as the fastest car of
1986: the Porsche 911 Turbo.
How, you might ask,
does an SUV weighing 4,351
pounds get itself moving that
quickly? Answer: a 3.0-liter
V-6 armed with two turbochargers that produces a
healthy 340 horsepower. Acceleration is also aided by
grippiness from Porsche’s
fabulous four-wheel drive
system, which sends most of
the torque to the Macan’s rear
axle in normal driving, but
can shift power to the front if
wheel slippage occurs.
While Browne has grown
to love his car, he didn’t think
that he was going to get a
$55,000 powerhouse of a
first car until he saw it on his
birthday last March.
“I didn’t know I was getting it until I walked out and
saw it, and I was just blown
away,” he said. “It was just so
cool.”
Probably part of the reason he got a surprise Porsche
is that he comes from a
Porsche family. Browne’s dad
drives his company’s flagship
Panamera sedan.
“I was actually pushing
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for a Jeep and my dad kind
of let on that that was probably what I was going to get.
I never thought I was going to
get a Porsche,” said Browne.
“I knew about the car, but I
never thought I would be able
to get one.”
So far, he has no regrets
about not getting a Jeep and
notes that “My favorite part
about it is being with my
friends and being in the car
together and having good
times.” Oh, that and, “It’s really fast too.”
That is always a plus.
Since purchasing it, the
Brownes have added a few
custom features to the car. On
the front bumper is a clear
plastic sticker-like cover that
protects the Jet Black Metallic
paint from typical road hazards like tar, bugs, and loose
stones, all major concerns for
an expensive paint job. The
same company that attached
the protector also created a
custom, blacked-out Jr. Billiken sticker that is on the back
windshield.
Those upgrades hardly
stack up to the gadgets that
the Porsche provides. Some of
Ricky’s favorites include the
auto liftgate, upgraded rims,
a superb 14-speaker Bose
audio system, an analogue
clock on the dashboard that
spins its hands to the correct
time when the car is started,
four cameras that provide a
360 degree view of the car’s
surroundings when trying
to maneuver the car in tight
spaces, the fighter jet-esque

Behind the Scenes at SLUH: Rick Figge
BY Zach Hennes
REPORTER			

Reporter Zach Hennes sat
down with Director of Maintenance Rick Figge on Wednesday to discuss what he does at
SLUH with his team of maintenance staff to keep this school
running.
Zach Hennes: So, first of all,
how did you end up working
at SLUH? What did you do
before this and how did you
get here?
Rick Figge: I was working at
SLU Hospital in the power
plant and HVAC (heating,
ventilation, and air conditioning) area and I guess when Mr.
Joe Rankin came to SLUH,
they were looking for a Director of Maintenance. He called

over there and they suggested
me. I applied for the job and
got it.
ZH: Would you say that the
main reason you applied here
was because you thought it
would be a good opportunity?
RF: Oh yeah, definitely. I
thought it would be a real
good opportunity. I knew
that there were going to be
challenges, you know, with
it being an older school and
everything, but I’m always up
for challenges.
ZH: How long have you been
working here?
RF: About nine and a half
years, to be kind of exact. Not
10 years yet, but we are getting
close.
ZH: What exactly does a Director of Maintenance all do
at a place like SLUH? What

does your job entail?
RF: Well, we take care of any
electrical issues, HVAC issues, water issues and all of
that kind of stuff. If you can
go up and get a cup of ice, that
means that we are doing our
job because the ice machine
is doing what it’s supposed to
do. We do the roof repairs. We
do all the houses that we own
back behind school and all the
outbuildings, including football, soccer, and a few other
buildings. We take care of all
the maintenence on all that.
I’ve got three other guys
with me on the team and we
do a lot. We engineer, build
walls, and paint. We do a lot
of repairs and fix things for
teachers and coaches.
What I try to do is keep

BY Nathan Wild and Kevin
Sunday to do homework.”
Murati
Prosperi is paid to write
REPORTERS
for an online blog called The
aint Louis U. High se- Boarding Area, the largest
nior Max Prosperi spends connection of international
some of his weekends flying blogs in the world. Prosperi
across the United States, and was among 15 applicants sewill notch his 150th flight lected in a pool of 300. In his
sometime this year.
blog, he recounts his experiBecause his mother is a ence in a terminal or on an
flight attendant, Prosperi gets aircraft and also gives helpful
discounted flights.
advice to flyers about the best
“My mom has been a opportunities to take on a cerflight attendant since the late tain airline.
seventies. That really piqued
“It has evolved from me
my interest in air travel,” said putting pictures on InstaProsperi. “Starting freshman gram to having my own blog
year, I would use her travel to being hired to blog. When
passes and I would leave on a I started my first blog, I did
Friday and come back on Sat- it in response to some other
urday. That has really changed travel bloggers. I created my
to me now going around the first blog freshman year and it
world.”
was a really elementary blog,
Though he decided on but it slowly got bigger,” said
his own that he wanted to tra- Max. “It’s pretty cool to get a
verse the United States, Pros- paycheck.”
peri’s parents’ support had a
However, as for the desmajor impact on his decision. tinations themselves, Prosperi
Without their affirmation, he only stays for a short period of
would not be able to enjoy his time, sometimes just hours at
hobby.
a time.
“When I reached the
“I stay, but I don’t really
age when I no longer had experience the destination. I
to travel with a parent (13), don’t blog so much about the
my parents said I could destination as I do the flight
use my mom’s travel passes and the airlines.”
and go to L.A. and back.”
“My favorite destinations
Unlike most people, are Portland, Oregon, and
Prosperi spends more time Chicago. One of my favorite
flying to his destination than airports would be LAX (Los
he does in his destination. Angeles International AirHe takes great delight in his port) and that’s because when
flights.
I fly in and out of LAX, I’m
“The travel part for me usually doing really fun first
is more interesting because class trips. I love flying out to
I’m more interested in avia- LAX one night and taking a
tion. That’s what my blogging red-eye (a flight that departs
is about—the airline industry. late at night and arrives early
I really like taking a flight, in the morning) from LA to
sitting at a window seat and New York. In first class on that
looking out, taking a look at plane you get airline lounge
an airline’s branding to see access. I am restrained by
how they do service. It’s nerdy my age, because you have to
but it’s exciting.”
be 18 or 21, so I usually have
While Prosperi uses his to force my way into those
time in the skies for self-re- lounges.”
flection or blogging, he enjoys
While Prosperi’s trips are
the luxuries of the trips when nationwide, he hopes to exhe is able to.
pand his experience over seas.
“My goal is always first After obtaining his passport
class or business. Ninety-five over the summer, he is now
percent of the time, I fly first preparing for a flight across
or business.”
the Atlantic.
With all of his time spent
“I have done so little
traveling, Max still finds a bal- international travel that I’m
ance between his hobby and not comfortable saying I am
his school work.
a world traveler. I just got my
“During the summer and passport this summer and
breaks is when I do most of right now I am in the promy travels. I fly roughly every cess of booking a flight to and
two weeks. I only travel when from London this weekend.
I have a three or four-day I leave after school on Friday
contractors out of here. The weekend or when it is clear and come back Saturday evereason I’m saying that is be- cut, I leave on a Friday, get ning.”
cause if I get a contractor in back on a Saturday, and have
here, just to walk in the door
it’s $150 to $200 an hour. So, fleet vehicles around here too, of it were built in the ‘20s,
to save the school money, we like the vans and golf carts, ‘30s, ‘50s, ‘90s, and 2000s, you
try to do as much as we can and I got one guy who is re- are going to get an array of
without having to call a con- ally good on those, but if he problems. Just keeping all of
tractor. Now, there are times gets stuck, he will come ask it together is a challenge, but
that we have to, either when one of us. We will go over we make it.
we don’t have the equipment there and get it fixed, or if it’s ZH: How do you feel about
to get it fixed or it’s just too big just beyond us, then we have having a job at a high school
of a job for us. I would say that to call it out or something. I where you don’t have a lot of
we do 90 percent of the work have another guy who is re- student interaction? Do you
ourselves. It’s a bunch.
ally good on electrical. I’ve ever wish you had more?
Before I took the job, I got a pretty good knowledge RF: You know, sometimes,
think they contracted out a on basically everything. Being but I don’t have a lot of time.
lot, but now that I’ve got it, it from St. Genevieve, I am used From the time we get here at
doesn’t happen as much. That to fixing the older things be- seven until 3:30, we are always
is partially because I have a cause down there, I have been trying to knock things out. I
good group of guys. Every- around more old stuff than did step in and watch the
body has their own skill.
you could imagine. If you get teacher-student basketball
We take care of all the a school like this where parts
continued on page 12

sport mode button, and the
engine’s crisp snarl when the
car is started or accelerated
quickly.
All that is certainly impressive, but the Stuttgart engineers have not just stopped
with speed and trinkets.
While the Macan is based on
the Audi Q5, it gets a very
thorough redesign, one that
cost Porsche $677 million in
investment. More than twothirds of the donor Audi’s
parts have been replaced or
altered and it shares virtually
no interior design cues with
its lesser sibling and every
surface is purely Porsche.
Aside from the compact
size, there is no obvious visual
connection to the Q5. Everything is leather or expensive plastics and the steering
wheel is borrowed from the
$845,000 Porsche 918 Spyder
hypercar. Inside, everything
has been finished to Porsche’s
immaculate standards. In my
brief stint as passenger in it,
the ride was unbelievably
smooth and planted.
Now the Macan is a great
car, it has sold extremely well
and has few faults, but some
might question why Porsche,
a sports car company, would
make an SUV. The answer to
that is the same reason that
fellow luxury/exotic brands
like Maserati, Bentley, Jaguar,
and Lamborghini currently
sell or have released plans
for an SUV: money. Porsche
sales rose 25 percent in the
year after the Macan debuted,
sales largely supported by the
brand’s two SUVs. Porsche
might be known for their
sleek sports cars, but the market for their family-friendly
offerings is larger and more
profitable.
While purist fans of the
brand howled when Porsche
broke its sports-car mold with
the Cayenne SUV in 2002,
and they surely whined when
another family member with
too many doors, pounds,
and inches of wheelbase was
rolled out, it is safe to say that
such a sublime car that truly
puts the “sport” in sports utility vehicle will be around to
grace Porsche’s lineup and
our parking lot for a while to
come.
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Student social media survey displays Snapchat’s rise to
dominance, Facebook’s fall from glory
(continued from page 1)

-tinued uptick in student use of Twitter, which had
grown since the previous survey in 2011.
Twitter dominated the
social media sphere of SLUH,
in that 2014 survey ranking No.1 most used for three
classes, followed closely by
Facebook. The 140-character
wonder was outclassed only
by Instagram for freshmen
(the current senior class),
perhaps a peek at what was to
come.
On Sept. 8, the Prep News
sent out our second social media survey in just over three
years. Included were questions on the use of the current
“Big 4”—Instagram, Twitter,
Snapchat, and Facebook. We
also inquired about daily use,
and each student’s preferred
medium.
Why so soon after the
last survey? Could students’
use of social media really have
changed so radically in so
little time? The results suggest
that it has.
It seems that a predictable cycle has emerged: young
people flock to a new platform with a novel (or simply
improved) idea, skyrocketing
the platform into the public
spotlight and attracting older
generations. Once the age
range of the app starts to increase, teens and young adults
abandon the platform for a
new one.
Freshman Dan Grady put
it in simple terms.
“Facebook is definitely
for older people now,” he said.
“Nobody our age is using it at
all.”
Facebook is the most recent platform to fall victim to
the cycle. Continued changes
to the site’s algorithm, the controversial controlling of what’s
trending, and how it displays
friends’ status updates have
likely contributed to the trend.
Hints of this decline were apparent in the gap between upperclassman and underclassman use of the site in the 2014
survey, and this year’s results
put it at death’s door.

Facebook ranked dead
last in every class, with 77 out
of the 394 respondents saying that they currently used
it (20 percent). Of those 77,
27 students cited it as their
most-used, accounting for
just seven percent of that category. Facebook’s fall from
grace among young people
has had its fair share of media
coverage, but it’s especially apparent at SLUH, compared to
the 2014 survey in which 80
percent of the student body
reported having a Facebook
account.
Twitter, the reigning
champ of the SLUH social media survey, has seen a dropoff
in use as well.
While not nearly as drastic as Facebook, its decline
seems to be following the
theme of visual-based social
media taking over young people’s time. Approximately 51
percent of students responded
that they used Twitter, with 15
percent citing it as their most
used site.
Twitter is arguably the
most versatile medium currently on the market, combining personal anecdotes and
friends’ opinions as well as
becoming a hub for breaking
news and stories from professional journalistic outlets.
Twitter has served as a digital
outlet and networking tool to
make the transition, as well
as serving as a place for quick
thoughts, reactions, and opinions on global events.

“I like the combination of
getting news and seeing what
my friends are up to and interested in,” said senior Will Kelly. “It’s a nice one-stop shop, of
sorts.”
In an era where visual
media dominates the social
sphere, Twitter is falling off
with younger crowds.
“Most of the time, I
just wouldn’t feel like reading through a bunch of short
posts,” said freshman Nolan
Leopold. “I’d rather easily
scroll through pictures.”
Scrolling through pictures has found its home in
Instagram, which has exploded in popularity since
2014. By then, it had already
gained traction among SLUH
students; it boasted special filters that users could apply to
their amateur photos, giving
a new air to otherwise normal
images and giving thousands
of people a new passion for
photography. Years later, it’s
one of the most popular social
apps of all time, and it shows
in the SLUH results.
Seventy-eight
percent
of the responders stated they
used Instagram, and it was 24
percent of students’ most used
medium.
“I like seeing what everybody’s up to in picture form,”
said Leopold. “You’ve got
some nice pictures from guys
that like photography, and
then just funny stuff.”
Even
Instagram
is
dwarfed, however, by the

monster that is Snapchat. Almost nonexistent in 2014, it
is now the most used by every class by a large margin: 79
percent of students use it, and
it is 54 percent of students’ favorite medium.
Despite the app’s seemingly shaky infrastructure and
numerous bugs and problems
with loading speed, much of
the reason for the app’s explosion in popularity is the
Stories feature. It allows celebrities to share snippets of
their everyday lives, as well
as personal friends; you can
experience an event up close
and personal without even being there.
Although Stories allow
for a mass community experience, the personal Snapchat
interaction draws many in.
“For me, (Snapchat) is
just like texting,” said junior
Nathan Langhauser. “It’s easy,
it’s one-on-one conversation
unlike Twitter and Instagram
and those types of apps.”
For many underclassmen, in a curious phenomenon, Snapchat has essentially
replaced texting for most conversations.
The informal aspect of a
Snapchat conversation is great
for long-distance friendships.
“Snapchat’s been really
good for talking with some
friends that are now in college,” said Kelly. “It’s informal
conversation, a good way to
stay in contact with them.”

290 students approve of current block system
(continued from page 1)

their work would be better
because they wouldn’t have as
much per night.”
“(We should have) maybe more of (block days)—
maybe twice a quarter. I like
them,” said sophomore Patrick Finlay. “I think it’s really
good time that you can catch
up sleep so you don’t have as
much homework. You can
usually get a big project done
during class and stuff or a
big test or something, and it’s
helpful to slow down a little
bit.”
Students also liked that
with fewer subjects of homework, on block nights, there
is the possibility of more sleep
those two nights, especially
with the late start on the second block day.
“I know a lot of times
when I do homework or something, I start it one night, and I
just can’t figure it out, so I pick
it up the next morning and
all of a sudden, it just clicks,”

said senior David Borgmeyer.
“And that extra time could
be helpful, and if you have a
block day to switch off, it lets
you have the extra processing
time for some things, and I
just think it might be a lot better of a system.”
Some students echoed
the sentiment of learning
more in block days because
of 80 uninterrupted minutes.
Others said that the amount
of time could seem too long.
I think (block days are)
a good experience to have although about half of my classes were organized and half
weren’t,” said freshman John
Bonifant. “So like biology, we
got to do a big lab in there, and
(science teacher Tim O’Keefe)
was ready for that and he had
it scheduled, and so that was
beneficial because we couldn’t
have experimented for that
long (on a regular schedule),
but there were other classes
where we just took notes for

longer so it wasn’t beneficial.”
The shift between regular
schedule and block schedule
days is pretty disorienting,
according to some students.
Although the class periods
are longer and the days go by
more slowly, the block days
smack in the middle of the
week can throw some students
off balance when it comes to
time management.
“I’d say that it seems the
class is disorganized for that
day, and we don’t really get as
much done,” said senior Matt
Ceriotti. “Definitely I don’t
like how it’s just two days
per semester because it just
throws everybody off. I love
block days for the fact that it’s
not as much of workload for
that night, but definitely you
go for having seven classes a
day and then just a shift, and
then it doesn’t really change
anything for those two days.”
Talking with teachers was
another reason that students

liked block days over regular
schedule ones. While activity period is pretty good for
talking to a teacher in terms
of time, they can be unavailable or not in their department. The block schedule days
provide more time to answer
questions in class, according
to the students.
The utilization of block
days and their effectiveness
has been questioned by students and teachers alike in
the past few years, as the argument of whether to use the
block days for two full regular
schedule periods versus to use
it for working on a big project, lab, or watching a movie
sparks discussion amongst
students.
“Teachers treat (block
days) so differently. Some
teachers treat it like it’s just
two class periods where you
do two lessons,” senior Ben
Bott said. “Other teachers will
just be like, ‘Oh, let’s just watch
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How many students per class are
using any of the big 4
social media?

a movie because it’s block.’ So
it’s really spotty in that sense
of what all you can get accomplished. I don’t know if it’s really worth it how we do it now,
but I think it would be worth
it if we did it on a daily basis.”
“Well, definitely some
classes make better uses of it
than others,” said junior Matt
Dorsey. “It depends of course,
like science classes obviously,
we do a lab, and that’s really
useful, having 80 minutes to
do that, but other classes, they
don’t really need a block day,
so it just feels unnecessary,
and also just having one (set
of) block day(s) a quarter—it
just doesn’t really do much,
it doesn’t really accomplish
much, so either have more
block days or no block days
at all.”
A majority of the students asked about block days

replied with positive feedback
about the concept of a block
day itself, with some citing how other Catholic high
schools in the St. Louis area
make good use of the block
schedule. Other students were
more critical of the block
day idea, stating that regular
schedule days should last the
whole year, with no block days
included at all.
“I didn’t really like this
block week. I feel like if we
just went all regular schedule,
I feel like it’d work better,” junior Connor Worley said.
The problem for some
students is that some classes
can be more easily tailored to
the block day mold, while others just don’t fit.
“Personally, I would also
rather just shift to all regular
schedule because the block

continued on page 12
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Spirit Week

Homeroom Reps
The following are the Homeroom Representatives for the 2016-17 school year.
Refer to the Homeroom Representatives
article on Page 2.
Students playing bubble soccer on Thursday.
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Senior John Stewart rapping during the Jr.
Bill 8-mile.
photo | Gaurav Nigam

The faculty basketball team.

photo

| Mrs. Kathy Chott

Junior Leonard Kim rapping during the Jr.
Bill 8-mile.
photo | Gaurav Nigam

Andrew Schwartz Luke Alfaro
Benjamin Kirchoff Matthew Godar
Carson Berry
Michael Harris
Charles Trenter
Nicholas Faddis
Christopher Staley Patrick Hetlage
Collin Fuller
Riley McEnery
Connor Keeney
Salvatore Vitellaro
Cory Thomason Sean Cailteux
Emanuel Parker Thomas Curdt
Gabriel Lepak
Thomas Molen
Gunnar Himich Thomas NordIan Shocklee
mann
Jacob Pineda
Zachariah TiJohn Buehring
berghien
John Robert
Zachary Millman
Joseph Donato
Kurtis Roethlisberger

Students reflect on the usefulness of Canvas inside the classroom
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(continued from page 1)

Gruenbacher. While most students have only a few classes
on Canvas, Gruenbacher has
all seven classes on the LMS.
Because Gruenbacher has all
of his classes on Canvas, he is
able to experience the full effect.
Gruenbacher’s experience is a counterexample to
the argument that the calendar will become nicer one all
teachers are using the program.
“The calendar works for
teachers that make assignments due at 11:59, because
then I click on the day that I’m
on and then it shows me the
homework for that day,” said
junior Asher Gruenbacher.
“But some teachers make the
assignments due at 8:00 the
next morning, so it shows up
(on the calendar) on the next
day. So the calendar is not
gauged by what homework I
should be doing on one night.
If I’m in a hurry and I click
on just that date, I can miss

things. As for just clicking on
the calendar and seeing if all
my homework is there, I generally don’t do that because it’s
just a bit inconsistent.”
While it is nice having
everything in one place, Gruenbacher has still had some
troubles with the way teachers
use the program.
“It’s convenient and inconvenient at the same time,”
said Gruenbacher. “While every teacher uses it, they use it
in different ways. All of my
homework comes through
Canvas in different ways. Mr.
Garavaglia does notifications,
Mr. Missey uses modules,
and others just use the assignments tab. So everyone
just uses it differently which
makes it a bit harder to remember and find where the
assignments are each night.”
While Canvas has many
positive aspects that are convenient for students, there are
some features that many students are unhappy with. Some
of these problems are simply

a result of the extended pilot
program.
Because of the nature of
the pilot and because not all
teachers are using Canvas in
their classes, most students
have only two or three classes
on Canvas at most. This reduces the benefits of an LMS,
which is to have everything
the student needs in one central location. The calendar
feature does help students stay
organized, but only for the few
classes that use Canvas. While
this problem would hypothetically be solved if Canvas was
used in all seven classes, it is
something that students are
dealing with right now.
Senior Sam Millman believes that Canvas is “a good
idea but won’t reach its full
potential until all classes embrace it. Having only a couple
classes on Canvas makes it feel
like a burden to use.” Millman
has three classes on Canvas:
AP Physics II, AP BC Calculus, and AP Microeconomics.
“If all of my classes used

it, it would be a lot more effective,” said junior Sam
Eilermann. Many students
agreed with this statement.
“Once people get on it I
think they really like it,” said
Assistant Principal for Academics Tom Becvar. “I think
students even like it. The
problem the students have
right now is having to go to
two different places and it can
be annoying.”
“The thing I think Canvas does is integrate all of the
different systems. After the
first week, I haven’t had trouble connecting Google Docs
or accessing files from Turnitin.com,” said Gruenbacher. “I
think it connects everything
well. Whether it’s all streamlined perfectly right now,
it’s not. It does connect everything and put everything
under one application. I definitely think it’s the right step,
but it needs work. One feature
that I think is missing from it
is a search feature for tab and
files and things like that.”

Some of the main issues
with Canvas will not simply
be fixed once the extended pilot program is complete. One
of the main problems is that
Canvas has a difficult time
communicating with Turnitin.com through the iPad, often forcing students to submit
assignments multiple times in
order for them to go through.
“I’ve tried to turn in two
things over Canvas this year,
and both times the teacher
couldn’t view them so they
had to go down to a tech guy,”
said sophomore Will Webster.
“I think it can be beneficial
if we can just turn papers in
through the teacher. Just print
it out and turn it in rather
than turning it in electronically.”
Webster had three classes
on Canvas second semester
last year, and two classes on
Canvas this semester.
This lack of compatibility
with the iPad has also caused
frustration among faculty.
“I still like Canvas, but
the Canvas app for iPad is
limited,” said theology teacher
Rob Garavaglia. “For example, my juniors are not able
to submit their assignments
on Canvas with the app. They
need to submit assignments
via a web browser.”
Many students think
Canvas can be confusing and
unreliable due to app crashes
and wifi issues. Many students
also find it tedious to log in
again and again, and would
much rather do their classwork and homework with
classic pen and paper.
Another downfall to
Canvas is that it has had problems communicating grades

with Powerschool.
“I had people all concerned last year because their
final grades weren’t coming
over (from Canvas to Powerschool) which was a real major problem because Powerschool is where all your grades
are stored,” said Becvar.
Even amongst these challenges, SLUH is still seriously
looking at using Canvas as the
school-wide LMS. The main
feature of Canvas that is appealing to so many is its ability to combine so many different things into one central
location.
“I like how it’s accessible
anywhere I go,” said junior
Jack Callahan. “It keeps me
organized.”
As a part of the extended pilot, the program has
expanded to all the departments and across all grades.
The Social Studies, Computer
Science, Math, Foreign Language, and English departments all have at least one
teacher using it.
Having everything in one
place is also a big benefit for
teacher as well. For economics teacher Kevin Foy, a strong
believer in having a schoolwide LMS, Canvas would be
his choice. Foy’s favorite part
of Canvas is “getting everything all into one place, and
having the ability to do basic
reading quizzes that are really
brief, don’t require any copying, and the students immediately know what they got right
and wrong within seconds.”
—Johno Jackson contributed reporting.
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Russian exchange students take
on SLUH, the states

The Russian students arriving at Lambert St. Louis International Airport.
|
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BY Matthew Quinlan
REPORTER			

S

LUH is hosting two exchange students from Russia this semester: Slava Kolgo
and Egor Blokhin. Both of these
students arrived on Aug. 16 and
are currently being hosted by
juniors Westin Biermann and
Jacob Fields.
The semester exchange
program developed out of the
Summer Russian Exchange
program, where SLUH sends
8 to 12 rising seniors to St. Petersburg, where they live with
host families and go to classes
at Gymnasia 209, and then host
their Russian counterparts the
following spring.
“I think it’s another opportunity to expand our global
programs,” Russian teacher
and Foreign Language department chair Robert Chura said.
“That’s a goal for us institution-

ally moving ahead.”
This program is also a result of the success in hosting
exchange students from China
in past years, as well as students
from Colombia.
“I talked with the school
about a year and a half ago just
to see what their interest level
would be and they said absolutely,” said Chura.
Both Kolgo and Blokhin
attend Gymnasia 209, and have
taken eight years of English and
four years of Russian. Even with
eight years of experience, there
are still some miscommunications.
“He was learning British English in Russia and we
speak American English here,
so there are a few miscommunications,” said Biermann, who
is hosting Kolga.
Chura also sees this exchange program as an oppor-

tunity for the introduction of
different cultures at SLUH.
“They seem to be enjoying
the experience here, the opportunity to expand their horizons
here at SLUH and be a part of
the community,” said Chura. “It
provides a neat opportunity for
not just them but for our kids to
have more contact with other
cultures, and we hope we can
continue to do it.”
“I like it very much,” said
Kolgo. “(There are) a lot of good
people. Some people in Russia
think America is very ugly and
arrogant, but I think that not to
be true.”
The new program has proceeded relatively smoothly, but
there have been some minor
bumps.
“With the first time going
through it you discover little
obstacles that you didn’t realize
when you originally planned it:
getting all the records to match
up and translating everything,”
said Chura. “Going through for
the first time there were some
things that I didn’t realize we
needed to take care of.”
These small setbacks have
been taken care of and resolved,
and both Kolgo and Blokhin are
taking sophomore level classes
Due to differences in curriculum and organization of
the school year, both Kolgo and
Blokhin are leaving St. Louis
and the U.S. in late November
to return to Russia to study for
and take a significant semester
exam before their winter break.
—Rob Garner contributed
reporting

Ignatian Carbon Challenge: SLUH
joins Jesuit nation in fight against
climate change
BY Luke Wilmes,
REPORTERS

S

Joseph Lux

aint Louis University High
has joined other Jesuit
schools around the nation to
take part in this year’s Ignatian
Carbon Challenge.
According to ICC’s website, the challenge invites
“both individuals and institutions to address climate
change and environmental
justice through a series of
monthly challenges.”
The Ignatian Carbon
Challenge emerged in November last year through the
Ignatian Family Teach-In.
Methods for tracking challenges and rewards for completed challenges still haven’t
been developed.
“The whole process is
still in flux. This is brand new.
They’re still kinda learning as
they go through,” said Environmental Science teacher Bill

Anderson.
Anderson has already
met twice with members of
the administration to discuss
SLUH’s role as a participant in
the competition.
“Part of what came out of
the meeting was the incredible number of things that
happened over the summer
that were most of the challenges for the year; that we do
just because that’s what you’re
supposed to do,” said Anderson. “We are trying to do this
in a way that is not fingerpointing, nagging, or anything else that doesn’t work.”
Anderson enrolled his
Environmental Science and
Chemistry students in the
challenge as individuals. The
Pastoral Teams, as well as other clubs and classes, have also
encouraged members to take
part in the ICC.
The monthly challenges

are sent through email after
signing up through the Ignatian Solidarity Network.
According to Anderson,
“the ICC is set up with eight
different challenges each
month corresponding to eight
different aspects of Pope Francis’s encyclical Laudato Si.”
Challenges could include
prayer, taking a hike with a
friend, or putting an Ignatian
Solidarity Network sticker on
your reusable water bottle.
These challenges are a
wonderful opportunity for the
Jesuit community to work on
sustaining the planet and raising awareness of how everyday choices make big changes
in the environment.
“Hopefully the Ignatian Carbon Challenges will
change some minds, change
some hearts, and change some
attitudes,” said Anderson.
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Group of students dresses in black to
raise awareness about injustice

The group after school on Wednesday.
BY Sam Goedeker
CORE STAFF

A

throng of red, white
and blue attire dominated the St. Louis U. High
halls Wednesday, as students
dressed in American clothing for SLUHSA theme during Spirit Week. Thirty black
students stood out among the
colors of the stars and stripes,
however, and dressed completely in black attire.
“This movement has
been in progress since Monday when we found out that
Wednesday was USA day. In
the wake of Terrence Crutcher
being killed by the Tulsa police, we thought this was a

photo | Galen Bacharier

good way to raise awareness
to our cause,” said senior Davion Nash.
A group of seniors, motivated by CBC students’ similar act, began to get the word
out through texts and social
media to dress in all black.
The wearing of black
clothing wasn’t just to raise
awareness about Tulsa and
other similar recent incidents,
but for all inequality across
the nation from minorities to
women.
“We see individuals
standing out, but we don’t see
the country as a whole behind the movement like we
should,” said senior Anthony
Hughes.

The students who started
the movement were happy
with the outcome.
“We just wanted to make
sure we had a peaceful protest
and promote listening to others and speaking your mind
instead of violence and I think
that’s the only way things will
get better,” said senior Maurice Glass.
The underlying theme of
this movement was to bring to
light the disparities between
races in this country.
“We wore all black on
USA day because we live in a
country that was founded on
life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. In the same country blacks are not given a fair
chance to that pursuit of happiness,” said Glass.
Some of the students who
wore black said they experienced some backlash.
“A lot of people shunned
us today,” said Nash. “To
them, I would just say, ‘if you
could live what we live, you
would understand why we are
doing this.’”
“Some of the AfricanAmericans in our school feel
left out of their own communities for going to a school
that is pegged as a ‘rich white
kid school,’” commented
Nash. “We get called Uncle
Toms outside of school for going to a more privileged, predominately white school.”

SLUH and Chaminade
team up to raise money
BY Ben Klevorn, Joseph
Hartung
REPORTERS

S

aint Louis U. High and
Chaminade participated
in a joint effort to raise money
for flood victims in Louisiana
and victims of the earthquake
in Italy.
According to Social Studies teacher Mrs. Sarah Becvar,
this was a collaborative effort
between the campus ministry
departments of each school to
raise money for the victims of
the disasters.
Six students from each
school waited at the gate of
the Chaminade football stadium, collecting over $1,300
for Catholic Relief Services

in Italy and a Jesuit parish in
Louisiana whose parishioners
were severely affected by the
flood. The charities are working to provide food and shelter for the victims, as well as
other necessities. In addition
to raising money at the game,
they also collected money
during lunch two weeks ago.
“It was a wonderful way
to come together as Catholic
institutions, even in the midst
of a competition, and do
something that supports the
mission of both our schools,”
said Campus Minister and
math teacher Nick Ehlman,
After the floods in Louisiana, the Jesuit province
reached out to schools to see

if they were willing to contribute to the case. They were
asked to contribute at the perfect time. Ehlman received a
call from Chaminade campus
minister Kevin Becvar, husband of Sarah Becvar, to see if
there was any chance the two
schools could do something
together to raise money. They
chose the football game between the two schools.
“It was awesome because
it was such a quick turnaround. It was basically in a
week when Mrs. Michalski
and Mr. Hussung organized,
and the students volunteered,
so that was a huge help,” said
Ehlman.

National Merit Semifinalists
The following students from the class of 2017 were named
National Merit Semifinalists:
Christian Augsberger
Niles Bernabe
Philip Cibulka
Joseph Fentress
Edward Gartner
Joseph Laughlin
Lancer Li
Marlon Pabello
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Robert Schaefer
Matthew Smith
Cameron Spence
Jacob Swyers
Peter Villhard
Salvatore Vitellaro
Ian Wells

These students are recognized for their academic achievement
based on their score on the PSAT. There are around 16,000 seniors
who are selected as Semifinalists, and around 7,500 students will
be selected to receive the scholarship. This year the National Merit
Scholarship Program has around $33 million available for finalists.
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Jeff City defense, rain washes out
offense, Jr. Bills fall 26-0

Soccer’s Trusler
heads team as only
senior captain

Jack Waters
REPORTER

T

The Jr. Bills converging on a Jeff City player in last Friday’s game.

Brian Price
REPORTER

F

ollowing a big win against
their rival the De Smet
Spartans, the St. Louis U.
High football team took the
field last Friday to face the
powerful Jefferson City Jays.
The Jays came into the game
boasting a perfect record and
a sixth-place ranking in the
state. Although the Jr. Bills
looked to keep their offense
rolling after an explosive
54-point performance against
the Spartans, they were shut
out by the Jays, 26-0.
Unfortunately, SLUH’s
offense did not show its face
once throughout the game. In
a repeat performance of the
prior week, dark storm clouds
passed overhead for the whole
game. Instead of just flashing
lightning, the clouds dumped
rain for all 48 minutes of play.
This rain made the passing
game nearly impossible for
the Jr. Bills, causing the of-

fense to slow to a near standstill.
The Jays scored two
touchdowns in the first
quarter on long, methodical
drives, powered mostly by
simply shoving the ball up
the middle in the hands of
their fullback. The two rushing touchdowns, followed by
two failed extra points, set the
score at 12-0. The remainder
of the first quarter and all of
the second passed without
another point being posted by
either team.
While SLUH’s offense
struggled to gain first downs,
the defense completely locked
down the field following the
two touchdowns. The linebackers and defensive line
shut down the Jays running
backs, preventing them from
getting into the open field for
first downs.
“There were a couple of
times that we were down,”
said junior defensive tackle

photo | Dominik Skroska

Kameron Bowdry on the first
half. “But we were able to just
keep fighting.”
Coming out of halftime,
the Jr. Bills continued to mix
up plays on offense between
passes and runs, but as the ball
grew more slippery from the
rain, the number of dropped
balls and off-target passes
continued to rise. And just as
the Jr. Bills began to stuff runs
on defense, the Jays’ defense
did just the same, stopping
senior running back Andrew
Clair at the line and preventing him from reaching open
field, where he performs best.
“We just had some mental mistakes, and the conditions made it really hard to
perform,” said senior quarterback Mitchell Batschelett.
Unfortunately, SLUH’s
defense eventually had to
give. In the third quarter, the
Jays quarterback connected
on a 67-yard pass for the third

continued on page 9

Lots of time drops in week’s two
swimming wins
Kyle Irvine
REPORTER		

T

he St. Louis U. High swim
team had a full week of
action in the pool. The Jr. Bills
attended the De Smet Invite at
the Saint Peters Rec Plex and
took on the MICDS Rams in
their home water of Forest
Park. The Bills triumphed at
both meets to stay undefeated.
At the De Smet Invite,
sophomore Joe Feder qualified for state again, this time
in the 50-yard free with a time
of 22.61 seconds.
The “swimmer of the
meet” was given to two swimmers for their impressive style;
junior Jack Laux and freshman Nicholas Dalaviras, who
both had significant drops in
their 100 breaststroke times.
“I felt really good going
into the meet,” said Laux. “ I
went in and knowing I was
going to be swimming in
some fast water, so I just tried

to go out with my all. I kind of
felt like a tuna out there, wild
and free.”
The meet turned into a
nail-biter towards the end, as
SLUH went into the diving
portion of the meet in second
place. The four SLUH divers
needed to collect a total of 14
points in order to move them
into first place.
“We actually had an off
day,” said freshman diver
Gabe Manalang. “We just
tried to stick with it and not
get too much in our heads.”
The divers did manage to
stick with it, collecting over
15 points and allowing the
Bills to take home another
first place.
This trend of success
continued later as SLUH welcomed MICDS at Forest Park.
The Bills doubled the score of
the Rams with 124 points to
their 62. The “swimmer of the
meet” was sophomore Gar-

rett Baldes for significant time
drops in his 100 freestyle and
100 backstroke.
“He has an admirable
work effort,” said head coach
Lindsey Ehret. “If more people worked as hard as him,
we would be seeing big time
drops left and right.”
Senior captain Luke
Smith also had a great swim
in his 500 free as he continued
to drop time. Smith clocked a
time of 5:10.46, over five seconds faster than his previous
best.
“The big thing for me
is that it was the first event I
had swam in the meet,” said
Smith. “I wasn’t tired from
other races and that encouraged me to go harder.”
The Jr. Bills’ next meet is
next Wednesday at Lafayette.
The meet is a tri-meet with
Lafayette and Oakville and
starts at 4 p.m.

he St. Louis U. High varsity soccer team has three
captains for the 2016 season, but only one is a senior.
Brandon Trusler was named
a captain for this year’s squad
over the summer by head
coach Charlie Martel with
high hopes to be able to lead
the team to the SLUH soccer
standard.
Trusler, known around
SLUH as “Brando” is in his
second year on varsity, one
of only two returning seniors
(Miles Horton is the other).
Besides playing soccer, Trusler is very involved
at SLUH as a senior advisor,
a member of the National
Honor Society, and a 2016
State Champion in water
polo. Trusler is also working
on his Eagle Scout project by
building dog houses for the
Humane Society. Although he
keeps his plate full, the main
entreé has always been soccer.
“He always works really
hard. All summer he was always out there even when he
didn’t need to be,” said Horton.
Juniors Cam Verzino and
Kurt Schumacher are the other captains for the 2016 campaign. Trusler’s teammates
and coaches obsess over his
ability to lead the team by example, on and off the field.
“I told him the other
night after our game, he was
sitting on the bench, and I just
said ‘You’re one of the hardest
working midfielders I’ve ever
had and your leadership has
been outstanding,” said Martel. “So I just told him those
two things, and it’s true. He’s a
hard-working midfielder and
leader. He just inspires confi-

dence.”
The 2015 soccer team
only had six non-seniors on
the team, causing a shift in
leadership for this season.
“The players do look up
to him. I would classify his
type of leadership as a quiet
type of leadership,” said Martel. “He leads by example
more than anything, which I
think is the best type of leadership. He doesn’t just say
stuff, he does stuff.”
Trusler is a center defensive midfielder, positioned
right above the back four
line of defenders. Although
not overly vocal on the field,
Trusler still helps the team get
pumped up before matches.
“Brando is a rock in the
middle of the field. He goes in
hard and he really does lead
by example,” said senior and
longtime friend Jeff Walter.
“You may not hear it during
the games, but at practices
and in warmups and in the
huddles, he’s the one talking.”
Walter and Trusler, who
both attended grade school
at Mary Queen of Peace, have
played soccer together since
fifth grade, linking in a strong
bond on and off the field.
“Even on our CYC
team he was a leader. His
dad coached us, and Brando
played the same position he
plays now. He would really
lead the team and get more
and more of a voice,” said
Walter.
Martel named Trusler a
captain at the summer soccer
camp, an odd feat considering
captains are normally named
after tryouts. Martel was confident that Trusler was ready
to lead the team, after seeing

continued on page 10
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XC readies
for Windy
City
Hopes for
less mud
and faster
times
Andrew Modder
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity cross country team
travels to the Palatine Invitational in Palatine, Ill. this
weekend to race in one of its
most competitive meets of the
regular season.
A northwest suburb of
Chicago, Palatine is about a
five-hour drive away from St.
Louis. The team will leave on
a bus this morning after first
period and will return Saturday evening.
The runners representing
the Jr. Bills for the eighth annual Palatine Invitational are
seniors Thomas Leeker, Roman Lipinski, Joe Laughlin,
and William Kelly, junior Paul
Burka, and sophomores Reed
Milnor and Patrick Hetlage.
Palatine features some
of the top teams in the nation, creating an atmosphere
of high-intensity competition
amongst these schools.
“The general rule of
thumb is that it’s a big meet
and there are really good
teams,” said Kelly. “We aren’t
necessarily looking for a team
place, but instead our goal is
mostly teamwork and trying
to reach our time goal.”
An important part of the
trip beyond the races is the camaraderie and team bonding
that goes on during the long
car rides and in hotel rooms.
“The thing I really like
about (Palatine) is that there’s
a lot of free time to talk to
your teammates,” said Kelly.
“It’s a time when you get to
know a lot of people better. It’s
an awesome experience.”
The team sees this meet
as a confidence booster, since
the last meets at the Paul Enke
Invitational and the XC Festival were very muddy and
slowed down the pace of the
runners.
The improved conditions
at Palatine will benefit the
runners’ confidence and help
them get in a good race. It’s
a time for the runners to see
their improvement and see
where they’re at as they head
toward the postseason.
1The races at Palatine
take place at the Deer Creek
Forest Preserve in Barrington,
Ill. The varsity race begins at
10:50 a.m. and the JV race is
at 11:50 a.m.
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Soccer changes lineup to take on St.
Dominic, Oakville, and Kirkwood
Jack Waters
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity soccer team improved
to 9-3-2 this week with victories against St. Dominic and
Kirkwood, and a draw with
Oakville.
Last Saturday, the Crusaders of St. Dominic High
School traveled to the U. High
to face off against the Jr. Billikens. SLUH carried momentum into the game from
last week’s penalty kick win
against Webster Groves.
Head coach Charlie Martel decided to move around
his lineup in an attempt to
create more offense. Junior Pietro Nicastro was moved from
left back to the midfield, and
junior captain Cam Verzino
was moved from center back
to the striker position. Junior
Billy Hughes replaced Nicastro at left back, and senior
Carson Berry replaced Ver-

zino at center back.
Although a big switch,
Martel had confidence in his
defense to remain dominant.
“I think defensively we’re
just as good. That enabled us
to free up Po (Nicastro) and
Cam to put them in more offensive positions,” said Martel.
St. Dominic, a dominant
team in Missouri Class Three
(ranked No. 7 in the area for
small schools), was not expected to be an easy foe.
“They won a State title a
couple years ago. They’re always prepared, it’s like playing
a Class Four team, they’re at
that level,” said Martel.
The Jr. Bills started off the
game with commanding play.
In the 13th minute, new starter Hughes ran down the left
side and cut into the middle,
putting a bullet just over the
crossbar to start off a flurry of
U. High scoring chances.
As the first half ad-

vanced, chances from Hughes
and sophomore Louis Vacca
continued, only to be stifled
by the Crusader keeper. With
eight minutes left in the first
half, Hughes put a beautiful
through ball in to senior Donovan Ditto, whose shot was
barely saved by the keeper.
As the first half came
to a close, Nicastro blasted
a loose ball off the crossbar,
where the rebound trickled
out to Hughes, who put another hard shot on net that
was saved by the St. Dominic
goalie. The first half ended
0-0 despite SLUH dominating
possession and creating many
scoring chances.
Seven minutes into the
second half, junior keeper
Alec Meissner made a clutch
save off an opposing header,
one of St. Dominic’s best
chances of the afternoon.
The second half played
out as a battle in the midfield

Senior XC Captains
Lipinski and Northcott
lead team in their
final season

until newly-moved midfielder Nicastro hit a rocket that
dipped just over the goalkeeper’s fingertips and into
the top corner, giving SLUH a
1-0 lead.
“I would say it was our
best goal of the season so
far. Pietro picked the ball out
maybe five or ten yards outside the box, and just hit the
ball on the run into the top
corner,” said Berry. “It came
at the perfect time. We had
been struggling to score, it just
helped tremendously.”
SLUH attempted to
maintain possession and control of the game, but to no
avail as the Bills had trouble
finishing off chances.
With five minutes left in
the game, a St. Dominic forward struck a looping shot
that was saved by Meissner, Captain Matthew Northcott in a meet last year.
photo | Brendan Voigt
who hit it right over the crossbar to preserve the 1-0 lead.
Andrew Modder

continued on page 10

From left: Scott Janasik (17), Brandon Trusler (8), Pietro Nicastro, and Billy Hughes celebrating against St. Dominic.

SPORTS EDITOR

A

fter discovering their passions for running cross country
early in their high school years, senior captains Roman
Lipinski and Matt Northcott hope to build a team dedicated
to hard work and friendship as they act as leaders in their final
seasons at St. Louis U. High.
Both Lipinski and Northcott had other interests when
they enrolled at SLUH, and neither of them planned to run
cross country in their freshman year.
Lipinski, after quitting the football team, decided to focus on track as his top sport in high school. He had displayed
his running talent in various competitions at the grade school
level, and wanted to continue.
“We just had the grade school track program, which
wasn’t too competitive, but I found out that in grade school I
was fast enough to actually qualify for these grade school National things,” said Lipinski.
Lipinski looked at cross country as a way to improve in
the fall so he would be more prepared as track season came
around in the spring.
“After having a falling out with the football team, I decided, ‘well I really like track,’ it was my biggest thing and I
had been running track since seventh grade, and I figured the
best way to get better at track was to run cross country,” said
Lipinski.
continued on page 11
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Football gets shut out by Jeff City, struggles without Adams
(continued from page 8)

touchdown of the game, and
the extra point raised the
deficit to 19 points. A fourth
quarter touchdown set the
score at its final mark of 26-0.
Despite the unfortunate
outcome of the game, head
coach Gary Kornfeld took
positive things from it.
“Defensively, we did a
wonderful job in spots,” Kornfeld said. “Our effort was
there, but it seemed like everything that could go wrong
did.”
The game stats show just
how rough the offensive game
was for the Jr. Bills. They managed just 141 yards of total
offense, their lowest total of
the season by over 150 yards.
Clair, who totalled 105 yards
on 21 carries, gained the majority of these. But the passing
game was simply too watered
down to be effective. Batschelett completed just seven of
17 passes for only 47 yards.

The offensive was also hurt by
four total turnovers (three lost
fumbles and an interception)
that allowed the Jays’ offense
to keep relentlessly pushing
against the defense until it finally broke.
On the defensive side,
however, several players
stepped up in a big way to try
to keep the team in the game.
Despite the loss, the Jays
scored just four times, which
was impressive, considering
they had averaged almost 56
points per game up to that
point. Bowdry played a major
role for the defense, totaling
seven tackles while working
to contain the Jays’ run game
from his position on the defensive line.
“I just had to fill the holes
up to make opportunities for
the linebackers and (defensive) ends to make tackles,”
said Bowdry on his approach
to the game.
This style of play Bowdry

mentioned was evident. Senior defensive end Ryan Hebenstreit totaled nine tackles,
and senior Henry Herzberg
put up yet another huge game,
totaling 15 tackles while helping to keep the defense focused from his key position
at middle linebacker. And
while Herzberg is not quick to
praise himself, Kornfeld once
again had high praise for his
abilities.
“I wish everyone’s motor
could be like (Herzberg’s),”
Kornfeld said. “He just plays
so well, flying around the field
and doing what he does. On
every snap, he’s all in and he
just keeps going.”
Tonight, the Jr. Bills face
yet another huge challenge
in the form of their longtime
MCC rivals, the CBC Cadets. The Cadets are 4-1 and
are ranked third in the state,
their one loss coming against
the top-ranked East St. Louis
Flyers. Just like past years, the

Cadets have a balanced offense that can make explosive
plays from multiple positions,
with scoring threats all over
the field.
Despite the shaky offense
of last week, Kornfeld is sure
that the team is ready to go for
tonight’s game.
“I know we’re better than
how we played Friday,” Kornfeld said. “And I know that
our guys are going to come
out and battle on Friday night.
We’re up for a heck of a challenge. We’re going to have to
limit their skill players and
move the ball well.”
Bowdry is also looking to
continue his solid play on the
defensive side.
“(The loss) was a huge
wakeup call,” Bowdry said. “I
think the team is going to play
a lot harder and a lot more together, both Friday night and
Senior Andrew Clair against Jeff City last Friday.
for the rest of the season.”
photo | Dominik Skroska
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Trusler leads Jr. Bills’
dominating defense
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Soccer looks to finish strong in CYC tourney
(continued from page 9)

with a score of 1-0, leaving SLUH with their third victory in a row.
“I thought we dominated
play, we had some really good
chances,” said Martel. “I think
it could’ve been four, five,
6-0 with the opportunities
we had. I thought we played
pretty well.”
The Jr. Bills played again
on Monday in their first game
of the 62nd annual CYC Bob
Guelker Memorial Soccer
Tournament at Soccer Park
against Oakville. SLUH lost in
the semifinals of the tournament last year, a crushing 4-0
defeat that ended their undefeated streak.
Martel decided to stick
with his newly-adjusted
lineup, keeping Nicastro and
Verzino up, and leaving Berry
and Hughes on defense.
The
match
against
Oakville was a tight one
throughout.
The
ninthranked Tigers battled with
the Jr. Bills, but SLUH managed to maintain possession
throughout a good chunk of
the match.
“We played our best
game in terms of ball posses-

sion all year. We were combining passes, holding the ball
really well,” said Martel.
Even though the Jr. Bills
possessed the ball successfully, they had trouble creating
consistent scoring chances.
One came when a handball
was called on an Oakville defender right outside the 18yard box, giving sophomore
Alex Lehmann a chance to
bury the free kick. Lehmann
stepped in and put the ball
slightly over the crossbar,
which was the U. High’s best
chance in the first half.
To start the second half,
the Jr. Bills put together a
string of nifty passes, as the
ball landed on the foot of senior captain Brandon Trusler,
who shot the ball just over the
crossbar.
“The coaches always say
that if we get a few timely
chances, we can go a long way.
We just have to put some balls
in the back of the net,” said
Trusler.
A scary moment for the
U. High came with 12 minutes
left, but Berry tracked down
an Oakville player and made
a game-saving tackle.
The match ended in a 0-0

draw.
“It did translate into
two or three quality chances,
which we just have to put in
the net,” said Martel. “It would
make our lives so much easier
if we could do that.”
The U. High had to turn
the page quickly after the
draw, as they took on Kirkwood. Coming into the game,
the Jr. Bills hadn’t allowed a
goal in three games thanks to
the strong play of the SLUH
defenders and Meissner.
Meissner continued his
strong play against Kirkwood,
starting off with an early save
six minutes into the half.
As Kirkwood started
to pile more shots on goal,
Meissner continued to shut
down the Pioneers, keeping
the game tied. SLUH also had
a series of scoring chances,
with great runs from Hughes
and Vacca.
SLUH finally broke the
scoreless tie in the second
half. With 20 minutes left,
junior Will Rudder ran down
the side and put a beautiful
low cross onto the foot of senior Luke Marcouiller, who
converted by striking the ball
past the keeper. Marcouiller

has recently been starting for
the Jr. Bills, compared to the
beginning of the year when
he didn’t play as much. SLUH
went ahead 1-0 with their first
lead of the tournament.
“We know the coaches
are making the right decisions
by putting the right people
in at the right times,” said
Trusler. “When somebody
comes in like that, they’re
bringing new energy and if
they get a goal, it just brings
more energy to our team.”
As the clock began to
tick down, Kirkwood piled
up more chances, most notably a shot with four and a
half minutes to go. However,
Meissner made a spectacular
diving save to keep the Jr. Billikens’ lead and their hopes
for success in the tournament. Meissner made another
game-saving stop with 2:25
left, completing a stellar night
for the young keeper.
The U. High finished
the game on top 1-0, defeating Kirkwood to notch their
ninth victory of the season,
extending their shutout streak
to four games.

Senior Brandon Trusler against St. Dominic last Saturday.

(continued
and to his
from
school.
page 8)

“When I named him a
captain in July, I wanted to
give him a chance to step up
and to help the team. And he’s
done that. He’s been fantastic,”
said Martel.
“It was the fun week of
soccer camp, so everyone who
wants to come to soccer camp
can. It’s just games all week,
but one of the days got rained
out, so they decided to add an
optional day on Friday, and
I decided to go to that,” said
Trusler. “I was one of a few
seniors that went. I took a
break on the sideline and during that break, Coach Martel
came up to me and said that I
would be a captain.”
After losing ten senior
starters after last season,
Trusler had to step into a big
role to lead this year’s team.
“I’ve been a captain on
other teams before, so it’s not
that new to me, but now it’s
on a larger scale,” said Trusler.
“There’s a lot of pressure on
me to perform, but I know I
can rely on the other two captains Kurt (Schumacher) and
Cam (Verzino), they pick up a
lot of the work too. I just feel
like it’s my job as a senior to
take charge of everything and
be an example for everyone
on the team.”
Trusler has taken charge
with success. The SLUH team
has only allowed six goals in
14 matches, and has shut out
rivals like Chaminade, Vianney and Kirkwood, totaling
nine shutouts on the season.
Trusler has been a key part of
the Jr. Bills’ success.
“I really don’t think he’s
had a bad game. Him in that

position in front of the back
four really solidifies us in the
back,” said Martel.
Trusler has also shown
his leadership skills off the
soccer pitch, texting the team
reminders and updates about
games and practices. He has
also played an integral role
in helping the younger players on the team feel more
comfortable with playing on
varsity.
“For the sophomores
like Alex (Lehmann) and
Louis (Vacca), you can’t have
a better leader than Brando
on the field,” said junior Ray
Goedeker. “He makes great
plays, he’s smart with the ball.
He’s just a positive influence
through talking and makes
sure you’re making good decisions on the field.”
Since the start of the 2016
campaign, Trusler has started
every match, playing all 80
minutes in most. Although
Trusler doesn’t show up on
the stat sheet often, he is comfortable with his role of making gritty tackles and playing
physical in the middle. He has
confidence that all of his hard
work will pay off.
“I know that if I work
hard now it will pay off later,
and by working hard everyone else is going to work hard
to keep up, so they will get
better from that as well,” said
Trusler. “I think if everyone
is looking up to me for leadership and I work hard, then
that will make the whole team
better.”
-Sam Goedeker contributed reporting.
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Underclassman Sports
Reports
JV Football

9/17
SLUH		
13
Jefferson City
41
key quote: “We just didn’t
want it as much as they did,”
said head coach Sterling
Brown.

JV Soccer

C Soccer

9/20
SLUH		
Collinsville

2
0

9/22
SLUH		
O’Fallon		

4
0

next game: 9/26 vs. CBC

next game: 9/27 vs. Vianney

C Football

B Soccer

9/17
SLUH		
Jeff City		

21
0

next game: 9/26 @ CBC

9/17
SLUH		
0
St. Dominic
1
key stat: Freshman Jake McCullar made some big saves to
keep the game close.
next game: 9/27 @ CBC

9/20
SLUH		
2
CBC		
0
key stat: Freshmen John
Marshall and Kyle Zoellner
scored.
next game: 9/23 vs Vianney

V2/JV/C XC

This past Saturday, the Varsity-2, JV, and freshman
cross country teams raced in
the Paul Enke Invitational at
Sioux Passage Park. The varsity team finished tenth out
of 21 teams; freshman Noah
Scott was the only SLUH
medalist in 28th place.
		
The JV team finished fifth out of 23 teams; ju-

nior Gunnar Himich finished
in 18th place, followed closely
by junior Thomas Munsell
(24th) and Charles Perry
(27th).
		
The freshmen team
defended their Enke title as
they came in first with a team
total of 40 points. Six members of the team medaled at
the meet: Mitchell Booher
(3rd), Ben Krieger (4th), Kyle
Catalano (8th), Tre Johnson (10th), Nick McLaughlin (15th), and Joe Callahan
(16th).
— Chandler Love, Ban Dattilo,
Jack Perry, Tommy Rogan, Alexander Rodgers, Will Smit Jr.
and Andrew Modder contributed reporting.
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Driven by the hard work
and success of Dustan Davidson, ’16, Lipinski took up
cross country in the fall of
his junior year to improve his
chances in the track season.
“I saw Dustan Davidson
and I thought, ‘Wow he’s really
good; what does he do? Well
he runs a lot of miles, so I was
just like, yeah I’ll run cross
country too and that’s how I’ll
get better,’” said Lipinski. “It’s
actually helped out quite a bit
too.”
Lipinski finds lots of difficulty in running due to his
physical stature, but he especially enjoys the team aspect
of cross country and being
able to talk to his friends while
putting in hard work in practice.
“Getting to run with William (Kelly), and Reed (Milnor), and all the other guys,
and just talking with them it
really helps us connect more
and through cross country
and track,” said Lipinski. “I’ve
felt more connected to my
teammates than I have with
football because we’re talking
the whole time and getting to
know each other; that’s all we

Senior Roman Lipinski in a race last year.

do.”

As he has attended more
meets throughout his cross
country career, Lipinski has
come to appreciate the com-

photo | Brendan Voigt

munity aspect of large meets
and the atmosphere of being there with a ton of new
people. He has become really good friends with two

Soccer Night beat
Last night, the varsity soccer team defeated Mehlville 2-1 in their third match of
the CYC tournament. Throughout the first half, both sides were held scoreless in a
tight battle with both sides maintaining possession. In the second half, junior Ray Goedeker had a breakaway shot, which ricocheted off of the Mehlville keeper rebounding
out to senior Donovan Ditto, who buried the shot giving SLUH the 1-0 lead. After
the Jr. Billikens’ breakthrough goal, the U. High started to develop more and more
chances, including a corner kick from junior Billy Hughes that found the head of
junior Cam Verzino putting SLUH up 2-0. With less than 20 minutes in the game,
Mehlville finished a chip-shot over junior Alec Meissner, leaving the score at 2-1. The
Jr. Billikens’ defense held on to clinch the 2-1 victory, their second of the tournament.
—Compiled by Jack Waters

Lafayette runners that he met
through cross country.
With a PR of 17:25 from
this year’s Granite City Invitational, Lipinski has set himself
up to be the fifth man on the
team.
“I’m going to work on
improving my time and staying closer to our pack because
we go first four in a clump,
and then there’s this huge gap
in between that I want to decrease,” said Lipinski.
Lipinski also hopes to
represent SLUH in the State
meet this year.
“It’s hard to look at Roman and not say that he puts
in a ton of work and works
his hardest every day,” said
Northcott. “I mean you look
at him, and he’s not called ‘The
Ox’ for no reason. He inspires
me to work harder.”
Northcott came into
SLUH wanting to play soccer,
but after getting cut freshman
year, he shifted his focus to
prepare for sophomore year
tryouts.
“It was almost a little bit
of revenge,” said Northcott. “I
wanted to prove them wrong
by coming back the next year
in better shape, and blow them

away, but that did not happen
the next year, so I just decided
to stick with (cross country).”
Like Lipinski, Northcott
acknowledges the pain in
running all the time, and he
stresses the team aspect of the
sport and how running with
others is extremely helpful.
“It’s hard to get out there
every day and run alone, but
when you’re running with a
team you share that pain, and
it makes everything 100 times
better,” said Northcott. “You
grow closer because the entire team day in and day out is
working their hardest.”
With the Palatine Invitational coming up this weekend, Northcott reflects on last
year’s meet and how he truly
felt bonded to his teammates
while stranded on the side of
the highway in Illinois.
“We were stranded in
Dwight, Ill. for six hours, and
the nearest exit was five miles
in each direction, and you really had nothing to do but talk
to your teammates and just
have fun,” said Northcott. “It
was a real great moment of
team bonding.”
Northcott’s teammates
recognize his fun and easy-go-

ing personality, which makes
him very fun to be around in
situations like last year’s Palatine meet.
“He’s very friendly, he
does put in effort and you
notice it, he’s really nice,” said
Lipinski.
Northcott’s PR came last
year at the Clayton Invitational with a time of 18:04, and
his goal is to break 17 minutes
for a 5K by the end of his final
season.
“I hope to make my way
up into the top seven and run
at State this year,” said Northcott. “Hopefully I can be the
fifth guy.”
Northcott wants to continue to run for the rest of his
life so he can stay in relatively
good shape.
“I am going to keep running as long as I possibly can,”
said Northcott. “I might not
be trying to run sub-seven
minute pace for a regular run,
but I’m going to run until I
can’t run anymore.”

Sports Quote of the Week

“Don’t quit. Suffer now and
live the rest of your life as a
champion.”
– Muhammad Ali

Freshman Intramurals Update

Intramurals bashball opened up last week with the opening rounds of the freshman tournament. On Thursday, J124
took on J127, and J127 came away with a dominating victory
with a final score of 5-1. J121 and J123 were the second game
of the day, and J121 produced a last minute goal to win 6-5.
The last game of the day, M103 versus M105, came down to
a controversial call with the potential game-tying goal being

waved off by referee Patrick Zarrick. The game ended with a into a golden goal overtime period. M113 came up with the
2-1 victory for M103. On Friday, the second round of the tour- game-winning goal two minutes into the overtime period, givnament began with three more games. J128, who received a ing them the 3-2 victory.
first round bye, came up short to J121, losing 4-3. The second
game matched up M107, who also received a bye, and J127.
Coming next week are these quarterfinal matchups:
M107 came out on top with a 5-4 victory. The last game of
J128 v M103
the day was a nail biter between M109 and M113, which went
M107 v M113
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MCC Speaker
Wash U Med students discussed their college experience this
week for Medical Careers Club. Along with their experience,
they talked about different volunteer work and activities they
did in order to prepare for medical school. About 28 students
attended and had the opportunity to ask questions for the re- NIE evening with the Jesuits
maining time in the meeting.
This past Wednesday the new faculty of SLUH joined the Jesuits at the Jesuit residence on SLUH’s campus for an evening of
Yearbook
introductions. The group had dinner with the Jesuits and introEarlier this week, the 93rd annual Saint Louis University High duced themselves, meeting and getting to know the Jesuits that
yearbook was released to the students. The Yearbook Club had teach at SLUH and the residents of the residence.
been working on it since the previous year, and it had experienced some delay in its release. The cover of the yearbook A/C out in Science wing
features the Ignatius statue outside of the main entrance with A leak in the first of two roof top units (RTU’s) has led to probthe word “inspired” written boldly below. Students can check in lems in air conditioning in the science wing. To find the leak,
the back of the yearbook to see where they are featured within, maintenance has been disassembling the system, a difficult
and everything from clubs to special events to sports is present task with so much copper tubing. Coincidentally, a second leak
throughout this edition of the thick, hardcover yearbook.
sprung in the other circuit, causing more problems. The equipment is designed for 10 to 15 years of use, so after 20 years it is
Marine Chin-Up Competition
due for a change.
Wednesday at both lunch periods, representatives from the
Marine Rivalry Series hosted a chin-up competition. Eric
-Thomas Curdt, Bradley Gale, and Andrew Pluff
Heard pulled off 30, with the other contestants making anywhere from 5 to 25. Ten contestants were allowed from each
lunch period, with our total being over 350 chin-ups. Our total
will be tallied against CBC’s for a mini trophy.

Behind the Scenes:
Rick Figge
game for a few minutes, and
then I looked at my clock and
said okay, I got to get up on the
roof. So it’s alright. I wouldn’t
mind having a little bit more,
but I like what I do. And the
thing is, if I fall behind, everybody starts noticing it.
ZH: I know you said you
don’t get a lot of student interaction, so is there anything
you would want the general
student population to know
about you?
RF: Well, we take care of
the guts of the building, and
that is basically everything
that nobody sees. If we don’t
have everything working,
people start noticing it. If everything is working, then everyone is happy and they don’t
notice anything. So, when everything is working fine, it’s
because me and my men are
doing our job. A lot of people
don’t really see what we do,
but if you take somebody’s
comfort away from them, they
are going to notice it pretty
quickly.
I’ve been doing this for a
little over 35 years, and I know
I will never make everybody
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Florida Southern College
Lindenwood University
Purdue University
Snack—Chicken Bites
Lunch Special—Fried Chicken
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
4:00
C-soccer vs. Vianney @ SLUH
7:00
V Football vs. CBC

Saturday, September 24

9:00am V2/JV/C Cross Country @ Jefferson Barracks
Park-Hancock Invitational
JV Cross Country @ Palatine Invitational
V Cross Country @ Palatine Invitational

Monday, September 26

Senior Project Meeting
Drury University
Missouri State University		
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Pizza
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
4:15pm JV Football vs. CBC @ SLUH
4:30pm C-team Football vs. CBC

Tuesday, September 27
AP

Lunch

Block day survey
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doesn’t work for a lot for other
classes,” said junior Liam Heffernan. “They tend to turn
into a lot of lecture, and that
becomes hard to follow in
class.”
The student tendency,
both through the survey and
through discussion, was to
lean towards either the implementation of more block days
or to remain with the current
system.
“I kind of like block days,
so I think we should add
more,” said Dorsey. “I think
they’re helpful. Generally, I
think it’s a good thing, a good
concept, but I don’t think that
just having it once a quarter
is really using it to the best of
how they could use it.”
“I just think we should
have like more because they’re
nice and it’s hard to get used to
it for just two days, and it kind
of like hits you, and then you
have seven (period) days after, and we’re not used to it, so
we have to cram the next day,
and it’s just weird,” said junior
Nico Schmelter.
Principal
Craig
Hannick met with the administrative team—including
Assistant Principal for Mission Jim Linhares, Assistant
Principal for Academics Tom

Nick Ehlman—over the summer to discuss many policies
for the 2016-2017 school year,
one of them being the block
days.
He later brought that to
the Instructional Council—a
group of all of the department
heads—who represented the
faculty in their opinions on
block days. The consensus
at that meeting was that the
current formulation needs
to be changed, according to
Hannick. Later this year, the
administrative team will reevaluate the previous meetings when discussing the calendar and schedules for the
2017-2018 school year, considering how block days will
factor in next year.
“If there was a consensus
(at the meeting), it was to not
have block days under their
current formulation,” said
Hannick. “Now, that doesn’t
preclude having block days in
some sense or it doesn’t preclude not having block days
either. It just means that at this
point, it seems that the sentiment among large numbers of
faculty members is what block
days in their current formulation are not desirable.”

It’s finally fall! It’s the first day
of the __ season!
Reporters
Ben “Staff ” Frailey
Thomas “Grading freshman English essays”
Curdt
Peter “Poptart” Curdt
Jake “Dog With A Blog”
Hennes
Daniel “Backgammon”
Dewan
Riley “Bowl Cut” McEnery
Niles “My grades dropping” Bernabe
Ben “Antiquing” Klevorn
Joseph “Oriental Rug”
Harrung

Rob “Feel Good Inc.”
Garner
Matthew “Fantasy Football” Quinlan
Joseph “Beyblade” Lux
Luke “Being passiveaggressive” Wilmes
Angelo “Tight pants on
Riggles” Karagiannis
Zach “Cayenne” Hennes
Nathan “Spelunking”
Wild
Kevin “Certamen training” Murati
Jack “Back 2 the Streetz”
Waters
Brian “Scrabble” Price

R Schedule
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4:00pm
4:00pm
5:30pm
(continued from page 5)
Becvar, Assistant Principal for
6:30pm
schedule, while it works Student Life Brock Kesterson,
happy. I found that out a long for longer labs, specifically, it and Campus Ministry Chair 7:00pm
time ago. Especially with a big
facility like this. We do our
best to keep everybody happy.
We know you can’t make everybody happy, but we try really hard.
ZH: I know you said you
are a pretty busy man, but
what do you like to do in your
free time when you aren’t at
SLUH?
RF: I love golfing. I try to
golf at least once every week.
I mainly golf in St. Gen., but
I’ve golfed in Forest Park and
numerous courses around St.
Louis. I’m kind of addicted. I
was golfing before I had kids,
and after I had kids, I couldn’t
afford to golf anymore. Now
my kids are all grown, so I
picked it back up a couple of
years ago and I’m addicted
again. I’m just a sports guy
in general. I love football and
play fantasy football. As far
as actually playing anymore,
well, I had four screws put
into my back about three or
four years ago, just from all
the labor and everything I’ve
done over the years. I kind of
took that as a hint and am just
sticking with golf for now.

Schedule R

AP

Around the Hallways
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September 22, 2016

Schedule R
Elon University
Franklin W. Olin College of Engineering
Tufts University
Wabash College
Snack—Chicken Bites
Special—Steak and Cheese
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
JV Soccer vs. Vianney @ SLUH
C-team Soccer vs. CBC
B-team Soccer vs. CBC (Freshman, Sophomore)
Financial Aid 101 Meeting
V team Soccer vs. CBC

Wednesday, September 28
Faculty In Service
4:30pm Swimming @ Oakville and Lafayette

Thursday, September 29
AP

Lunch
5:00pm
6:00pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

No Classes

Schedule R

Sophomore Class Meeting
The University of Alabama
The University of Central Missouri
McKendree University
Northwestern University
University of Wisconsin Madison
Snack—Bosco sticks
Special—Papa John’s
Vegetarian—Pasta
C-team Soccer vs. Mehlville
JV Soccer vs. De Smet @ SLUH
B-team Soccer vs. Mehlville
V Soccer vs. Vianney @ SLUH

Friday, September 30

Half Day Schedule
9:48 am Princeton University
Snack—Cinnamon Rolls
Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
3:45pm D-team Soccer vs. CBC
6:00pm Reunion Mass in Chapel
7:00pm V Soccer vs. St. Ignatius, Cleveland Oh.
calendar | Jack Schweizer

Interest in writing?
Artistry? Photography?
Research?
The Prep News is for you.
Any writers, artists, and/or photographers
who are interested in participating in the
Prep News are invited to come up to the
Prep News office (J220) right after school
today.
Kyle “Poem Interpretation” Irvine
Brad “Solid Liberal” Gale
Contributing Photographers
Dominik “Ugg” Skroska
Contributing Artists
Syed “Leg” Fahkryzada
Lancer “UNICOM” Li
Jack “Birdwatching” Bailey
Advisor
Mr. Ryan “flannel underwear” McAnany
Moderator
Mr. Steve “duck wabbit essay” Missey

