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Students vote “The Squares” as new space’s name Varsity chorus performs
at New Cathedral
Opens for world-renowned
male chorus at New
Cathedral
BY Jake Hennes
REPORTER

A
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“The Squares” outside of the doors to the upper field.
BY Riley McEnery and
John Burke
REPORTERS

A

fter several rounds of all
school student voting,
St. Louis U. High decided to
name the new space next to
the upper field “The Squares,”
an area created over the summer by the Maintenance Staff
and work grant students.
Over
the
summer,
Grounds
Superintendent
Gene Wright and Director of
Facilities Joe Rankin decided
to undergo a new project:

the construction of a quiet
meditation place for students
to use just outside the main
building, south of the St. Louis statue.
“Every other week, Mr.
Rankin and I walk around the
campus and look for the areas
that need attention, either to
beautify them or improve
them, or to create new spaces
in those areas,” said Wright.
“Mr. Rankin brought me over
to that area and posed the
question, ‘What can we do
with this area?’”

After some initial brainstorming, the two decided to
create a quiet area where the
students could reflect, meditate, pray, work, or just spend
time with friends, according
to Wright.
“We wanted to create an
area where you can reflect,
meditate, pray, work, or just
spend time with your buddies,” said Wright.
The next step of the
process was meeting with
Grounds Assistant Mark Collins of the maintenance staff

to decide what kind of materials they could use to create
this space.
“We thought that we
should put in the gravel instead of the mulch, and that
really made it pop,” said Collins. “We got the plants from
around campus, and that
made it look really nice.”
“We tried to create an
intimate and cozy area, so
we put in the prairie grass.”
Wright added “We also
wanted to add color so we

continued on page 4

Pre-tenure teachers
Students receive Allattend Ignatian Seminar District Orchestra, Jazz
BY Andrew Pluff
NEWS EDITOR
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U Big Band honors
BY Ben Klevorn
REPORTER

S

t. Louis U. High sent six
students to the All-District Orchestra this year, as
well as two kids to the very
elite Jazz U Big Band.
The SLUH band and orchestra has been very busy
lately, having a successful
concert showcasing all the
bands, and now eight students have made an additional band. Of the 14 members
in the Chamber Orchestra,
six of them tried out and
found themselves in it. SLUH
has three violins, two violas,
and one bass participating.
“If our orchestra has 50
or 60 kids and you get six
kids in, that’s pretty cool, but

News

Harry Potter Club
Senior Sam Grasso creates
SLUH’s first Harry Potter club
that adheres to the series’ system
of houses and leadership. Read
about their plans for the future.
Page 2
News

Survey results: new desks
Favorite features and unique
utilities are discussed by students
who use the desks on a daily basis.
Page 2

we had 14 kids and six in the
district orchestra. It’s really
exceptional,” said band director Jeff Pottinger.
Of the six students in
the orchestra, seniors Trevor
Scott and Cameron Spence,
junior Alexander Siampos,
and sophomores Patrick
Garner, Andrew Wilson, and
John DeCampi are all first
timers; Wilson made the orchestra last year as a freshman. Scott is also the first
person in SLUH history to
make both the All-District
Orchestra and the All-State
Choir.
“It was a lot of work, but
Mr. Pottinger gave us a lot of
time to prepare, and that re-
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continued on page 4 Varsity Chorus at the New Cathedral.

News

SLUH hockey fundraiser
Nineteen SLUH hockey players
hit the ice in ice hockey sleds to
raise money for the Blues Sled
Hockey team and enjoy three
fun-filled periods of a new experience. Page 3
Feature

lthough six members
of Varsity Chorus preformed at the opening night
of And Then There Were None
last Thursday, the other 11
members (along with an extra tenor and bass from Zero
Hour) opened for the Chanticleer Concert at the Cathedral
Basilica.
“Called ‘the world’s
reigning male chorus’ by
the New Yorker, the San
Francisco based Grammy®
award-winning
ensemble
Chanticleer celebrates its 39th
season in 2016-17. Chanticleer is known around the
world as “an orchestra of
voices” for the seamless blend
of its twelve male voices ranging from soprano to bass and
its original interpretations of
vocal literature, from Renaissance to jazz and popular
genres, as well as contemporary composition,” according
to Chanticleer’s website.
SLUH was first contacted to open for the group’s
concert by Scott Kennebeck,
the person in charge of the
Cathedral Concert Series,
according to Choir Director
Addie Akin.
Although over a third
of Varsity Chorus would be
missing, Akin saw the incredible opportunity and took it.
“I jumped on the opportunity and asked him to

please sign us up,” said Akin.
The group had to fill 20
minutes, so Akin added a few
pieces that fit the Renaissance
theme of the concert.
The group really enjoyed
the beautiful artwork and
acoustics of the New Cathedral.
“It was an amazing space
to sing in. The acoustics were
really good and it allowed
for us to make really long,
stretched chords that sounded nice,” said senior Tim
Moritz.
Although the acoustics
added to the tone and style
of the music, it took some adjustment for the students.
“The sound in the Cathedral is remarkable and there
is an eight second delay from
the front of the church until
the sound dies down in the
back, but it definitely took the
guys a little while to get used
to singing in the Cathedral,
because the reverb messes
with your ears,” said Akin.
Overall, the performance
was a very positive experience
for the students.
“Opening for a group
as big as Chanticleer was
absolutely amazing,” said senior Trevor Scott. “It was really inspiring to perform for
a big group of people in such
a beautiful cathedral. It really inspires me to continue
bringing other people peace
through the power of music.”

Living archives
Editor in Chief Sam Chechik sits
down with professional journalist
Mike Holtzclaw, ’81, to talk about
his job and his time on the Prep
News. Page 5

Sports

XC enjoys success at MCCs
The SLUH cross country program
found success this past weekend
by placing first in the varsity and
freshmen races. Page 6
Sports

Soccer loses game to O’Fallon
After suffering an unfortunate
loss to the O’Fallon Panthers,
the team looks ahead to its game
against De Smet tomorrow. Page 7
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Harry Potter club brings wizardry to SLUH

artwork | Craig Grzechowiak
BY Niles Bernabe and Ben
Frailey
REPORTERS

O

ver seven years after the
conclusion of the series,
St. Louis U. High has finally
formed a Harry Potter club
dedicated to recreating Hogwarts, the School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.
The club has gained a lot

of attention, with over 100
students involved and many
teachers who want to help
out. The idea started less than
two weeks ago when senior
Sam Grasso thought it up in
Spanish class.
“I’ve seen other students
create great clubs like the
Shirt Club and Star Wars Club
and I’ve always wanted to be

able to do that and take on
that leadership role myself,”
said Grasso. “I’m trying to
leave my mark on SLUH once
I’m gone.”
Although the club is new,
they have already planned out
many events such as a Horcrux hunt, Quidditch tournaments, and a Christmas party.
The overarching event of the
year is the House Cup, a competition in which houses will
gain points based on how well
they perform in club events.
The house with the most
points at the end of the year
will be declared the victors.
The houses are decided
based on the official quiz on
the Harry Potter website, pottermore.com. Each house has
a senior leader with the title of
prefect, along with a teacher
moderator. Houses will have
their own meeting rooms so
that they can meet independently. The club is trying to
make house meeting rooms
correspond to their location
in the books; Ravenclaw’s
meeting room is on the third
floor of the science wing because in the books it’s in the
tallest tower.
“I’ve always thought the
house system was really cool,”

said Grasso. “I’m impressed at
how diverse the house results
have been.”
The senior prefects for
this year are Andrew Pluff
for Gryffindor, Joe Boyce for
Ravenclaw, Noah Jackson for
Hufflepuff, and Kevin Gerstner for Slytherin.
“[Grasso] already knew
that I was very knowledgeable in the series, so he approached me to be a prefect,”
said Boyce. “I’m really dedicated to the books because
I’ve read the books, seen the
movies, and I’ve always had
a long drive to school so my
mom and I would listen to the
books on tape so I’ve listened
to the series twice now.”
Along with general Harry Potter club clothing, there
are also plans for house specific clothing such as scarves
and shirts. House pennies will
also be purchased for Quidditch matches.
“It has great potential to
be something amazing and
something the students have
the opportunity to take hold
of and see where it goes,” said
Grasso. “I’m excited to see
how far we can go. I want to
get to 250 members before
Thanksgiving.”
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Robotics Club expands
workspace, will serve
as machinery room for
club
BY Joseph
REPORTER

T

Hartung

he SLUH Robotics Club
added another bay to
its existing workspace in the
basement beneath the J Wing
near the Fitness Center.
The bay, which was previously used for storage by the
Mothers’ Club, will allow the
Robobills to work more efficiently and safely when fabricating materials.
The new bay will serve
as a machinery room where
students can work with the
raw materials needed for assembly and work on cutting
metal and wood, grinding, or
drilling.
It will be separated from
the rest of the area by a divider, to prevent noise from
interfering with the rest of the
robotics team as they work.
Anyone who enters the divided area will need the proper
safety gear.
“I like having a zone
where when you cross the

threshold so that it’s very clear
that you have to be very careful when you enter that space,”
said Robotics Club moderator
Tracy Lyons.
The addition frees up
space for students to conceptualize designs, work on coding, and assemble the robots
themselves. The new bay will
allow the program to build
two robots this year. The addition of a second robot creates more opportunities for
underclassmen to get involved
in the creation process.
“We hope we get a lot of
new guys in robotics. We are
really trying to grow robotics here and make it available
for anyone who is interested,”
said Jeff Pitts, an adult volunteer who helps mentor the
Robobills during the robotics
season and assists with running the Clavius Project. “It
will allow guys that are just
starting to actually build, test,
wire, program and have a real
impact on the team.”

Student feedback on new Spanish and English desks
BY Joseph Reznikov
NEWS EDITOR				

A few weeks ago, we published a story about the new
desks that can be found in M204, M222, and 216C as part of a
pilot program.
M204 is host to the “node chair”. The desk is much more
like a chair with an attached workspace than a traditional desk.
Castor wheels on the bottom of the chair allow for movement

O

Rolling Desks

ut of 77 students surveyed, all but two students like the rolling desks
better than the desks currently in other rooms throughout
the school. Many students
cited mobility and comfort as
the main reason they like the
desks.
“I like how I can adjust
the distance of the table to fit
my own comfort level,” said
sophomore
Kyle Sullivan.
“The desks are
also helpful
because I can
turn myself
easily to be
able to focus
on the teacher.
They allow for
easier group
work because
students can quickly move to
different parts of the classroom because they are so mobile.”
One of the two responders who don’t perfer the rolling desks said they “ruin my
sense of having stability in the
classroom structure.”
The resounding majority of students like the new,
rolling desks better than the
old, rectangular desks. 97%
percent of responders like

the node chairs better than
the old desks, and just under
80 percent believe that these
desks would be beneficial for
every classroom. While these
desks are advantageous for
group work—like what would
often occur in an English
class—they do not work as
well for classes that are more
individual or lectured based.
“This
desk will only
work for certain
classes
like English.
It’s optimal in
classes that require student
contributions
or allow for
open discussion,”
said
senior
Max
Prosperi.
Because what works well
for an English class might
not necessarily work well for
a math class, the characteristics of the node chair are not
necessarily optimal for all
classroom settings. However,
the vast majority would still
like to have these desks in all
of their classes. For many students, the desks create a more
relaxed and welcoming learning environment.

and flexibility and the open seat design allows for easy access. The desks also have a bowl-like base where books can be
stored. M222 and 216C are host to triangularly-shaped desks
with a small shelf underneath the surface. They also have a
larger surface area than the current desks.
To further analyze this new desk pilot-program, the Prep
News administered a survey to all students who have a class
in one of these rooms. The following data is from that survey.

O

Triangular Desks

ut of 85 students surveyed, just under 70 percent like the new, triangular
desks better than the old, rectangular desks. Students appreciate the increased surface
area, which allows more room
for iPads, notebooks, textbooks, and whatever else they
need for class. Another major
benefit of the desks is that they
can be easily formed into
groups.
In
the
same fashion
as the node
chairs, while
these
desks
could be optimal in some
classrooms,
they would not
be optimal in
all. Just over 50
percent of students surveyed
would not want these desks in
every classroom.
“The desks would be good
in classes that require language
of some sort like, language
classes, English and history,”
said freshman Julian Verde.
“Other classes that are more
individual like math may not
be good, as students could get
distracted by their classmates
rather than retaining what was
taught in class that day.”
Because of the triangular
shape, these desks can easily be
formed into pods. Freshman
Patrick Dwyer appreciates the
“community feel” that these

pods create.
There are a select group
of students who have class
in rooms with the triangular desks as well as classes in
rooms with the rolling desks.
Out of the four students who
responded to the survey who
fall under this category, all of
them state that they would
prefer the rolling desks to the
triangular
desks, largely
because
of
their mobility.
“I would
like the rolling
desks in M204
better
than
the triangular
desks because
the
rolling
desks are more
comfortable
and even easier to move into groups with,”
said freshman Sutherlan Litke.
All together, both kinds
of desks have been received
warmly but bring different
things to the table. While the
node chairs in M204 are very
mobile and comfortable, the
triangular desks in M222 and
216C have a much larger surface area and can be easily
formed into pods. Both sets of
desks will continue to be used
while other departments continue to discern what types of
desks would be most advantageous in their particular classroom settings.

Rolling Desks
Left: Do you prefer
the rolling desks over
the current desks?
Below: Would you
like to have these
desks in all classes?

Triangular Desks
Left: Do you
prefer the
triangular desks
over the current
desks?
Below: Would
you like to have
these desks in all
classes?
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SLUH prepares for
Greek guys travel
Drive for the Homeless downtown for a taste
Spurned by theft of son’s
wallet, parent asks students
of the classics

Letter

to think before acting
To the editors:

or better, within reach?
To you who stole this
money, if you really needed it,
there are many many people
on this campus who would
happily help you out. If you
didn’t need the money, consider anonymously returning
it—no questions asked. In
fact, after I got over my initial emotional reaction, I have
prayed for you that your conscience will guide you to do
the right thing. We all make
mistakes. We all have done
things we later regret. That
is part of growing up. I hope
and pray that you use this opportunity to make a positive
change in your life.

Last week, after many years of
wonderful experiences with
SLUH, I found my perception of the SLUH experience
changing. Someone stole my
son’s wallet from his backpack near the weight room.
The wallet was found the next
day—emptied of the cash in
it—by a true Man for Others,
one of the maintenance staff.
I was angry. Then I was
sad. My son had earned the
money doing a job for an elderly neighbor. Ok, so maybe
he should have left the money
at home, but have we come to
this? We can’t trust each other
enough that we have to keep
our possessions within sight, —Name withheld by request

Why to go to Mother Son
Mass and Brunch:
1. It will be nice to spend a Sunday morning
with just you and mom!
2. It will make your mom happy.
3. You get to go to Mass, and then brunch!
4. It will make your mom happy.
5. You’ll get a picture of you and mom!
6. It will make your mom happy.
7. You can attend Mass with your friends!
8. It will make your mom happy.
9. You will make your mom feel special!
10. It will make your mom happy.
October 30, 9:30 a.m.
RSVP by October 20

BY Matt Godar
CORE STAFF

T

artwork | Jackson DuCharme
BY Luke Wilmes
REPORTER

T

he Donation Bills are 1-0
this season, having beaten the odds at the Food Drive
for a big win. Looking ahead
in our schedule, there’s another big contest looming.
The Drive for the Homeless begins Wednesday, Oct.
26 and ends on Wednesday,
Nov. 2.
“The Drive for the
Homeless is an opportunity
for the SLUH community to
help men and women in the
margins of the Saint Louis
community who are experiencing homelessness,” said
Campus Minister Meg Beugg.
This Drive will be similar
to past Drives for the Homeless.
“The goal for this year is
to reach 1000 donated goods
and $1000,” said Campus
Minister Simonie Anzalone.
The goods collected will
include winter clothing such
as hats, gloves, scarves, new
men’s socks and underwear,
and new men’s toiletry items.
These items will go to
three charity services: Peter
and Paul Community Servic-

es, Xavier Winter Inn at Saint
Louis University, and the
Saint Louis Winter Outreach
program.
Xavier Inn and the St.
Louis Winter Outreach program are organizations that
open themselves up to the
homeless to provide warmth,
a meal, and a cot to sleep on
when temperatures drop below 20 degrees. They also send
rescue teams of volunteers out
at night to offer the homeless
a place to stay. These rescue
teams bring blankets, food,
and winter clothes to provide
immediate care for the homeless.
Many items brought in
for the Drive for the Homeless will be part of the first response teams’ supplies.
The men’s underwear and
socks, as well as many hygiene
products, will go to the Peter
and Paul Community services
center.
SLUH’s donations are a
huge help to these services,
so whether you’re frantically
studying for exams or just
procrastinating, take some
time to clean out your closets for SLUH’s Drive for the
Homeless.

Varsity hockey participates in charity sled
hockey event
BY Stephen
REPORTER

N

Ocampo

ineteen members of the
St. Louis U. High hockey program participated in a
fundraiser game of sled hockey last Saturday against the
Disabled Athlete Sports Association (DASA) Blues Sled
Hockey team at the Affton Ice
Arena.
For the past five years,
SLUH has teamed up with
the DASA Blues Sled Hockey
team for the fundraiser, which
helps pay for their expenses.
This year, the event rose
$736 in support of the team.
“All that money goes to
them to pay for some of their
costs because they do travel
throughout the country,” said

Fitzpatrick.
Sled hockey, a game designed for disabled athletes,
has the same rules as regular
ice hockey, with a few alterations. Instead of skates, players sit in a sled with two blades
on the bottom and hold two
smaller hockey sticks, one in
each hand, with a blade at the
ends for pushing.
For members of the
SLUH hockey team, playing
on a sled was a totally different experience.
“At first, it was very hard
and awkward getting used to
the sled,” said junior Louie
Perotti.
Although it took some
getting used to, the members
of the SLUH hockey program
had a blast, eventually getting

the hang of it.
“I didn’t know if I was going to like it or not,” said junior Jack Wachter. “It was very
different playing with people
not on skates, but it actually
turned out to be a good time,
and it was fun for everybody.”
During the game itself,
the two teams battled it out
for three fun-filled periods, as
many supporters stood in the
stands watching and donating. The DASA Blues crushed
SLUH, 14-2.
“It’s amazing to see how
skilled those guys and gals
are,” said Fitzpatrick.
“It was really cool, especially since there were three
Olympians on the team that
went to Sochi in 2014,” said
Wachter.

After the game, two
members of the DASA Blues
talked to the SLUH hockey
program, reminding them
that if they were ever to have
a bad day, to think about what
the disabled athletes are going through, and how even
though they are disabled, they
still love the game of hockey
and are very active in it.
“It shows how fortunate
we are and I think it’s a tremendous experience for our
young kids,” said Fitzpatrick.
“I think it was good for
us, the program, and just a
fun thing to do. I will for sure
try to do this again next year,”
said Wachter.

wenty-six St. Louis U.
High Greek and AP European History students departed from school on Thursday,
Oct. 6, on a quest for classical
knowledge as part of a Greek
field trip led by Greek teacher
Mary Lee McConaghy and
History teacher Tim O’Neil.
The field trip took students across St. Louis in
search of Greek or Roman
architecture, art, culture, and
food, through both actual artifacts and 20th century correlations.
The trip began at the
“temple corner,” a grouping
of buildings at the intersection of Kingshighway and
Washington Avenue. Built in
the early 1900s following the
1904 World’s Fair, the buildings present an interesting
imitation of classic Grecian
architecture, through sharp
angles and looming columns
of Doric, Ionic, or Corinthian
style, as well as amalgams of
each.
“The whole country
seemed to be in a moment of
using that kind of classically
inspired architecture,” said
McConaghy. “That corner is
a perfect example because it
gives you the size and scope
that you can’t really replicate
any other way than actually
standing there.”
Next stop was St. Louis
University’s Pius XII library,
where the students were split
into two groups to tackle the
rare books collection and Vatican film library, both geared
more towards the AP Euro
class. In the rare books collection, the students interacted
with books almost as old as
Gutenberg’s printing press,
as well as newer prints like a
publication featuring an Arthur Conan Doyle Sherlock
Holmes story.
In the Vatican film library, the students were able
to touch and read papyrus
texts, and learn about the
techniques for using the precedent to paper.
“We talk a lot about the

importance of the development of the printing press,
the Renaissance, and the Reformation, and a lot of those
books we saw laying out there
related to those,” said O’Neil.
“It was unlike any experience I could remember,”
said senior Ben Spezia. “It
confronted me with how old
these artifacts from hundreds
of years ago are, yet how relatively small that sliver of time
is when looking at the bigger
picture.”
The trip itinerary then
sent the group to the ancient
world of Rome, at the St. Louis
Public Library. Designed in
1912 by Cass Gilbert, known
for designing the St. Louis
Art Museum and the United
States Supreme Court building, the library faces downtown St. Louis proudly with
its classical arches, though the
true marvels lie inside. Waiting behind massive doors is
Gilbert’s ode to the Baths of
Caracalla, featuring tall, beautifully detailed ceilings similar
to those of the New Cathedral.
“It was pretty awe-inspiring, and reminded me of
a lot of pictures I’ve seen in
textbooks,” said senior Grant
Hogan.
The trip’s penultimate
chapter took place at the St.
Louis Art Museum, where the
students gazed at the museum’s collection of classical and
renaissance art.
“It’s small but worthwhile,” said McConaghy. “My
favorite statue is of Heracles
and the Hydra.”
Finally the field trip led
the students to a mostly authentic Greek meal at Olympia. Following some long
walking, some of the students
found the comfy seats and
satisfying food to be the highlight of the trip.
“My favorite part of the
trip was ό sítos (food),” said
senior Nick Lally. “I saw the
saganaki, the flaming cheese,
and got a bit scared, so I
just ordered the Hermes hot
wings. I’m sure they chowed
down on the Hermes hot
wings in Ancient Greece.”

Word of the Week
Deltiology: The study or collection of postcards.
On that note, check out English teacher Chuck Hussung’s postcard collection in the art gallery!

photo | courtesy of Salvatore Vitellero

Greek and AP European History students at the St. Louis Art
Museum.
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The rent is just right: a look
at SLUH’s history of field and
facility rentals
BY Matthew Book
FEATURES EDITOR

I

f you are ever at SLUH on a
weekday evening or on the
weekend, you may have noticed people using the fields
and thought, ‘Huh, those fellas don’t go to SLUH. I wonder what they are doing here?’
Well, SLUH rents its facilities
out to a number of different
organizations, and makes a
nice profit while doing it.
It all started in the late
1990s when SLUH first
started to rent out the theater. At that time all the fields
were still grass and so use of
them was very limited. SLUH
teams needed all the available
time so renting was really
not a possibility. The Vision
2000 campaign then decided
to make the football field an
artificial turf field and in 2006
a separate soccer field was
built.
“The first year we started renting fields was 2006,
and at that time we were one
of the few turf fields in the
area,” said PE teacher Patrick
Zarrick. “So we entered into
agreements with the big area
soccer clubs like Lou Fusz
and Scott Gallagher, who
would rent them on a weeknight basis.”
Once the new soccer
field was done SLUH was
ideal for hosting tournaments
because two games could be
played at the same time and at
the same place. However, after a few years those big clubs
built their own complexes.
“In that late 2000s I
thought for sure that rentals
would tail off,” said Zarrick.
“I’ve been pleasantly surprised that other clubs have
filled the void, field hockey
and Vetta came in and started
renting from us then.”
Currently, both fields
are rented all day Sundays
through Fridays, every week-

night. There is nothing available in the fall or spring. The
biggest renters right now are
Ajax Soccer Club, Vetta, Webster Groves Soccer Club, Ladue High School, and AIM
field hockey, although AIM
is becoming less of a presence after building their own
facilities. St. Louis College of
Pharmacy also rents the Field
House for volleyball and basketball in addition to the soccer field and track.
In the early years the theater rentals were the highest
grossing, but because it is so
labor intensive, SLUH would
only retain about 50 percent
of the price they were charging. Therefore, the school
decided last year that they
would no longer rent the theater to outside groups.
The fields, on the other
hand, have been a great success. Because SLUH does not
need to devote any resources
to the normal day-to-day
rentals, they serve as a steady,
year-round source of income.
At the end of this year, SLUH
will have made between $1.2
and $1.3 million in net income. This has essentially
covered the cost of the football field replacement and is
on track to cover the cost of
the soccer field replacement.
“I see the field rentals as
almost like a big donor that
gives $100,000+ to the school
every year,” Zarrick joked.
“And I would like to thank
our coaches for being really
patient and understanding
with renters. Sometimes renters get there early or leave a
goal out, but most coaches
understand that this is helping the school and they don’t
really mind it.”
Another important person in all of this is security
guard Emmett Prince who
opens the facilities and deals
with any problems that come
up, like people parking where

Jr. Bills receive band awards
(continued from page 1)

ally helped,” said Scott. “We
had four audition pieces and
the week up to auditions he
said we could practice during
class for it, which was nice.”
Junior Sam Pottinger
made Metro-District Choir
and Metro-District Band,
becoming the first JazzBill to
achieve this feat.
The first rehearsal took
place last week at Fort Zumwalt East, the same place

where the Nov. 5 concert will
be held.
In addition to the AllDistrict Orchestra, four students made the Jazz U Band.
Those musicians rehearse
weekly with clinicians and
teachers from St. Louis. Students from this band could
audition for the Jazz U Big
Band. Junior Thomas Curdt
(trombone) and sophomore
Justin Koesterer (trumpet)
made this exclusive band.

Teachers attend Ignatian seminar
(continued from page 1)

of the day sharing and thinking in quiet reflection, trying
to discern what they are doing
well and where they could improve.
“It has a lot to do with
what you would learn in undergrad how to be a teacher
classes, but then it’s infused
with Jesuit spirituality and reflections,” said social studies
department chair Kevin Foy.
“I really dig all this Jesuit
stuff,” said Foy. “So to learn
about it, connect with my col-

leagues and hear about how
they’re doing is really great.”
The teachers spent another chunk of the day reflecting
on their own personal teaching lives and sharing their experiences.
“What I’m really learning
more and more about Ignatius
and Ignatian teaching is that
they really care about the individual, it’s not just someone
to cram information into their
head,” said Spanish teacher
Magdalena Alvarado.
“This isn’t a thing that you

they aren’t supposed to or
people bringing pets onto the
facilities.
“Emmett does a fantastic job during the week,” said
Zarrick. “He and I talk on
a regular basis, what to do
if there is a conflict or bad
weather, and he is great about
handling these aggravations
when they come up.”
Field rental prices vary
depending on who is renting
and for what they are renting.
Regular customers who are
just using the field for practice
pay $95/hour and one-time
renters pay $125/hour. When
renting for games, the charge
can range from anywhere between $250/hour and $400/
hour for a soccer game and
$2700 for a football game.
“Football games are a
completely different animal.
A lot of SLUH employees
work that and there is a lot
of prep and cleanup that goes
into it,” explained Zarrick.
Gym rentals run around
$2000 a day or $250/hour.
Frequent users, like the St.
Louis College of Pharmacy,
get discounts on gym rentals
as well.
In the “slow time” of January to mid-February SLUH
opens up the Commons to
non-profit organizations, like
Boys Hope, Girls Hope, and
allows them to host their big
fundraiser trivia nights there.
SLUH donates the facilities,
but charges for extra cost involved with hosting a large
trivia night. Costs for a 500+
person trivia night can range
between $1000 and $2000.
This year SLUH plans to host
eight non-profit trivia nights.
“One of the reasons we
started doing this was to give
people who are unfamiliar
with our campus the chance
to see the beautiful facilities
that we have,” said Zarrick.
“And we have been able to
raise a nice chunk of change

Prep News
Editor in Chief
Sam “Texting Hannick for
answers” Chechik
News Editors
Andrew “Cheat off of Joe”
Pluff
Joseph “Cheat off of Andrew” Reznikov
Sports Editors
Will “Flash cards with Joe
Godar” Farroll
Andrew “Head back to the
ranch” Modder
Features Editors
Galen “What?” Bacharier
Matthew “Barter with the
devil” Book
can say ‘finished this’ and then
check that box,” said Linhares.
“It’s formative, you get exposed
to these ideas and they get under your skin, you begin to
grow, you don’t just ‘become
Ignatian.’”
The seminar is designed
as a continuation of the retreats and activities that teachers participate in during their
first year at SLUH.
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Class of ’66: Spirited seniors of fifty years reunite

Seniors of the class of 1966 going wild in the cheering section in a Freshman Night contest.
photo | Dauphin Yearbook

Last week, the St. Louis U. High class of 1966 met for its fifty-year reunion. After
gathering at Urban Chestnut Brewing Company and visiting with old classmates, they
met for a reunion Mass on Friday before touring SLUH, golfing, and dining at
Westborough Country Club.

Work grant students involved in
installation of “The Squares“
(continued from page 1)

added some container pots,
and we’re rotating flowers in
those.”
Summer work grant students also helped work on the
area all summer.
The area that was transformed had been previously
covered with bushes and
mulch.
“It was an area that I’m
sure a lot of us didn’t even
notice before, and Mr. Wright
and the grounds crew really
transformed it,” said Spanish
teacher and STUCO Moderator Kate Toussaint.
Following the completion of the project, the next
step was finding a name for it.
“We wanted to make
something special for the student body,” said Wright. “It’s
an area that we created for

you guys (the students), and
we thought that you all should
name it.”
Wright
approached
Toussaint and STUCO about
helping with the naming process for the new space, hoping
that they could find a creative
way to come up with a name
together.
The ideas for naming the
space were sent in by both students and faculty members,
and everybody was given the
opportunity to vote on their
favorite name.
After lots of voting, a
winner emerged out of the
cluster of names; the new
space would be called “The
Squares,” suggested by Math
teacher Frank Corley.
Students and faculty
members can go to the new
area at any time during the
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Core Staff
Liam “Wait, when are exams?” Connolly
Matt “Consult the great
Boo” Godar
Sam “Bribe the teachers”
Goedeker
Jack “Something about jazz”
Schweizer
Staff Artists
Ian “Fill in C for every
answer” Mulvihill
Joe “12 hours of hot yoga
with Patrick Zarrick” Fentress
Staff Photographer
Brendan “Memes” Voigt
Reporters
Luke “Prezi” Wilmes
Ben “10 hours of Minesweeper” Klevorn
Niles “CalcChat for everything” Bernabe
Ben “I don’t” Frailey
Jack “Snapchat Joe Godar”
Waters
Nick “Cook a goose” Gima
Stephen “Binge watch
Friends” Ocampo

day. Its outside location, surrounding plants and scenery,
and secluded private space
make for a peaceful and serene place to get some work
done, sit quietly, or enjoy
some time with others in the
community.
“What I really like about
it is that people sit there and
have lunch. I think that’s really cool,” said Toussaint.
Hopefully, the space can
be improved upon with the
addition of more scenery and
nature around, including a
possible octagonal table to be
placed at the center, according to Toussaint.
For right now, though,
be sure to check out The
Squares and enjoy the quiet
and beauty that the new space
has to offer.

“How I study for exams”

Credits

Kyle “Make a shrine to Mr.
Foy” Irvine
David “Smell my books”
Gordon
Nick “Mooch off other
peoples’ study guides”
Prainito
Brian “Start studying for
semester exams” Price
Joseph “Crash Course
everything” Hartung
Riley “Sharpen lots of pencils” McEnery
John “Googling ‘Hap
Burke’” Burke
Jake “Pet my dog” Hennes

Jackson “Alone in my room
for many hours” DuCharme
Syed “Pump iron, lift
weights, work out” Fakhryzada
Jack “Monkey Joe’s” Baily
Will “Exams?” Kramer

Contributing Artists
Craig “Hanging out with
Mr. Powers” Grzechowiak

Moderator
Mr. Steve “N/A” Missey

Contributing
Photographers
Mrs. Kathy “Relax” Chott
Mr. Mark “Sing” Akin
Advisor
Mr. Ryan “BuzzFeed”
McAnany

Interest in writing?
Artistry? Photography?
Research?
The Prep News is for you.
Any writers, artists, and/or photographers who
are interested in participating in the Prep News
are invited to come up to the Prep News office
(J220) right after school today.
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Conversation
Holtzclaw, ’81, discusses journalism, his big feature, and Prep News

Editor in Chief Sam Chechik spent
last Friday afternoon with Daily
Press reporter and Prep News sports
editor emeritus Mike Holtzclaw, ’81,
and spent the next hour and a half
discussing Holtzclaw’s work in journalism, his time at St. Louis U. High,
and his recent feature on the Parkway
murders in Virginia for the Daily
Press, which can be found at this link:
http://digital.dailypress.com/static/
parkway_main/Main/index.html.
The transcript has been edited for
length.
Sam Chechik: So what I really wanted you to do was walk me through
your life in journalism, which I
would like you to start out, if you
would, how you found your journalistic ideas. You did mention before
that you wanted to be a journalist as
you entered St. Louis U. High. So if
you could kind of walk me through
because you have your ideas of becoming a journalist, then you were
in the Prep News for four years, and
then you went on to work for your
college newspaper, and now you’ve
worked at multiple different organizations of journalism throughout
you life, so if you could walk me
through what you’ve done, that’d be
awesome.
Mike Holtzclaw: I grew up in Webster Groves; I played baseball and
hockey, and I followed sports fanatically, and I read the Post-Dispatch
sports section every day, and that
is where I started thinking about—
that’s what I want to do. I loved to
read, and I enjoyed writing, and I
said if I could write about sports—
these guys get paid to write about
sports—what’s better than that, you
know?
I wrote at my junior high
school newspaper. Actually, my best
friend and I starting putting out a
magazine—a “humor” magazine—
patterned after Mad Magazine when
we were in fifth grade. Then I came
up here writing for the Prep News
in my second week at SLUH. Four
years writing for it; I was the sports
editor my senior year. My friend Pat
Finan was the editor.
Working with Jim Raterman at
the Prep News was enormous for me.
I still drop him an occasional line
and let him know that. I ended two
years at St. Louis Community College at Meramec, where I worked at
the paper and was the editor of that
paper, and our sponsor—the faculty
advisor for the paper—was Rich Michalski, whose son Mark was an administrator here. Rich also just profoundly influenced me, man, he was
terrific. Between Jim Raterman and
Rich Michalski and working with

piece, you talked about it a bit last
night when you came and visited SC: How long have you been workthe paper, but that piece is on four ing on this piece?
double homicides.
MH: We worked on it probably for
MH: Four double homicides that two months. The first month was
took place between ’86 and ’89 in working on it when we could, and
our area, all unsolved. In one of the the second month was working on it
cases, they did not find the bodies. pretty much nonstop. And it’s interStill considered a double homicide; esting because writing, in general, is
I don’t think anybody believes they not a collaborative process. Editing
are missing after 28 years, so it’s a writer is, but the writing process
considered a double homicide even (isn’t). I was not really sure how it
though the bodies were not found. would work, our editor was great;
There are theories that it was a serial he gave us a lot of autonomy—we
killer, that all four double homicides worked out what the stories were gowere committed by the same per- ing to be in the package and generson, with or without an accomplice. ally what we wanted to do, and then
Everybody has a different theory— he said, “You guys kind of figure out
they may all be unrelated.
what you want to do and how you
It’s an amazing story, and theo- want to approach it, and bring it to
retically, they were different causes me.”
artwork | Ian Mulvihill
of death, and I say that, the third
And what I pitched her—she’s
couple wasn’t found, so we don’t a young woman, she will turn 23
them on a daily basis putting out a know what their cause of death was. while the series is running, she’s just
paper—that’s a journalism educa- The fourth couple, by the times their out of college, and she’s really good,
tion, you know.
bodies were found, they were so very, very organized, and she knows
And then after Meramec I went badly decomposed that they don’t the material like crazy—and what I
to the great journalism school called really know the cause of death. There pitched to her was, “I will do these
the University of Missouri, and I weren’t bullet holes in their heads.
stories; you will do those stories.”
don’t say this out of ego: I feel like
We did all of the interviews toI got there pretty fully
gether; all of the interviews
formed because of those
were a collaboration, but the
two men and the experikey is when I’m done with
ences I had with them. I This article is by Holtzclaw from volume 45, issue one of my stories, it goes to
had a great experience at 12, when Holtzclaw was the sports editor of the Prep you before our editor gets it.
the J School—just loved News.
And we’re really happy
it—I still love the Univerwith how it’s come out, and
sity of Missouri. I worked
our online people, our digiat the famous Maneater,
tal people, tell us—and I
which is the student newstrust them—that they’re gopaper, while I was there.
ing to give it a fantastic preI was part of the last class
sentation. We’ve got video
that put out the Maneater
clips we’ve been using, some
in the original office. Still
interactive stuff; I think it’s
good friends with a lot of
going to be really cool.
good people.
Five years writing
SC: Let’s talk about the Prep
sports at the Columbia
News. You worked with a lot
Daily Tribune, just stayed
of fantastic people while you
in town and worked there,
were here. Mr. Jim Raterman
and insane hours. Literwas one. You worked with a
ally, I don’t think it’s an
famous director, the late Mr.
exaggeration to say that
George Hickenlooper III
in sports, we probably
and many others along the
worked 70 hour weeks and
way. So I’d just like for you to
weren’t getting paid overexpand upon the experience
time. It was an afternoon
that you’ve had at SLUH and
paper during the week and
with the newspaper spea morning paper during
cifically, talking about how
the weekend. In all honthat helped flourish your
esty, I look back at those
journalistic experience, esas five of the best years of
pecially with Mr. Raterman
my life, you know. You’re
helping you out.
young and you’re single
and you’re done with
MH: I can’t say enough about
school and you’re doing
it. Really, I can’t. First, the
what you’ve always wanted
Prep News, and I’ve haven’t
to do and someone’s payreally thought about it this
ing you to do it.
way until we were talking. It
I have been at the
was very much like working
Daily Press in Newport
your first job at a newspaper.
News, Virginia, for—it
I came up there as a freshwill 25 years in Novemman, barely 14 years old,
ber. Five years of sports
and my first stories were the
until our first child was
end of stories that a beginborn, got out of sports, did
ning reporter would get, you
nine years in features, did
know, go and talk to this Fafive years working on the
ther about this project. They
brand new 5:00 a.m. onwere very simple stories, and
line breaking news shift.
they practically told me, you
Did two years putting out
know, “Here’s what the story
a digital newsletter; it was
is, and here’s how you write
quirky and fun and pretty cool. It
it.” I came back and wrote it, and as
found a decent audience but never
Forensic
anthropologists—I I got more experienced, just as you
enough an audience to pay for it- like using that phrase—forensic would at a professional newspaper,
self, and so we pulled the plug after anthropologists at the Smithsonian you get more challenging stories
a couple of years. I spent three years looked at the remains, and the clos- and more autonomy, less instruction
writing entertainment, and I’m now est they could come was that young on “Now, here’s how you’re going to
doing general assignment news. I’ve woman, there was a nick on one of do it.”
been on the editorial board for prob- her finger bones that could indicate
One of things that I would
ably five or six years.
a defensive wound in a knife at- stress, and you, I think, understand
tack, but they couldn’t say for sure. this completely, but you’ll appreciate
SC: Talk to me about that feature They found skeletal remains, so the it more when you’re older, is workpiece; it’s coming out October 9, cor- idea of the cause of death they don’t ing on deadline. And that is invalurect? And for the Daily Press. That know.
able. If you work in newspaper, cer-

PN Vault

tainly deadline is a daily fact of life,
you know. And most jobs, even if
you’re not in newspapering, you’re
not going to have a month to do
something, so that sense of deadline
and organizing your time and, you
know, teamwork. Working together
with an editor, with Mr. Raterman, I
mean that prepared me for so much,
you know.
SC: I’ve paged through the archives
a fair share of my time, especial this
past summer I did that, and seeing
the old Hickenlooper mastheads is
just incredible, and I’m so impressed
at the work our artists do now, and I
look back and I think, “There’s a rich
and vibrant tradition of just fantastic
artwork in the Prep News.”
MH: So much, so much. That’s fostered here. The atmosphere here, the
teaching climate here nurtures it and
fosters it. It rewards creativity, and
George was doing that on that blue
mimeograph sheet.
SC: He was doing it the old-fashioned way while we’ve got all this
fancy new tech.
MH: I can still see him hunched
over working on those mastheads.
SC: I know that you’ve had that same
feeling of being on that newspaper for four years and living in that
Prep News office—whichever one it
may be—but having those people to
look up to as you are younger, and
then moving up in the Prep News
until you are managing people and
managing yourself and managing a
section and even so far as to manage
that paper. I so respect the alumni
that have at least experienced the
Prep News, or maybe wrote for it or
drew for it or maybe took pictures
for the paper. It’s just, there’s an insane amount of respect from my
level because there’s this Prep News
pantheon in my head of all these
fantastic alumni who’ve written for
it and managed it and been editors
and staff. It’s just incredible to see
this, and especially talking with you,
that’s really brought that out.
MH: I told you this last night, and
I told you and Andrew and Will.
Not just blowing smoke at you, not
just trying to give you a pat on the
head, yeah, when you’ve worked at
the Prep News and you’re one of the
main guys and really put yourself
into it, it really becomes part of you.
Honestly, it was so exciting to me
last night to see that many guys on a
Thursday night working and knocking it out, and it just makes me feel
good to know that not just you, but
that whole staff, to know that you’ve
got that level of dedication to it.
Seeing those times up there
when you’ve finished it—that’s exciting to me because that tells me,
“Yeah, that spirit is still there.” And
it is. It is a—and at the risk of sounding corny—it is a legacy. I can already tell that you want to to set an
example that the guys who come after you are going to continue to do
that because that’s what they know;
that’s what they have known—this is
how you do the Prep News.
And in a way, indirectly, you
know, that’s a line. There’s a line between me and you—that 35 years—
because the guys who were freshmen and sophomores under Pat
Finan and me went up and became
seniors, and the freshmen and sophomores under them became seniors,
and there’s a direct line, you know?
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Football breaks slump, beats Rock Bridge 45-7 on Senior Night

photo | Sulli Wallisch

Senior Mike Ruggeri leads the Jr. Bills onto the field.

Brian Price and Nick
Prainito
REPORTERS

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity football team played its
last home game of the regular
season last Friday night, delivering a blowout win over the
Rock Bridge Bruins.
On Senior Night and
head coach Gary Kornfeld’s final regular season home game,
the Jr. Bills showed no flaws.
Led by senior running back
Andrew Clair, senior wide
receiver Zach Millman, and
senior quarterback Mitchell
Batschelett, the offense tore up
the field and lit up the scoreboard. The Jr. Bills defense was
nearly impassable, holding the
Bruins to just 7 points.
Even before the game
started, Kornfeld knew that
Clair would be key to the offense’s performance.
“With Andrew’s talents,
all we have to do is give him a
little bit of a hole, and he’ll run

with that,” said Kornfeld.
On SLUH’s first possession, Batschelett forced his
way through the line on fourth
down to keep the drive moving. Then Clair took off, opening his night with a 65-yard
run to the Rock Bridge 10-yard
line. Junior Jared Scott then
ran for a 4-yard touchdown,
and senior Joe Rogan’s extra
point gave SLUH the 7-0 lead.
The Jr. Bills’ defense then
forced the Bruins to two punts.
A few drives later, Batschelett
delivered a 30-yard pass to
Millman that set up a 22-yard
field goal for Rogan. At the
end of the quarter, SLUH was
up 10-0.
To start the second quarter, Clair picked off a Rock
Bridge pass at the goal line,
taking it 65 yards downfield
to the Rock Bridge 35-yard
line. Batschelett completed another 30-yard pass to Millman,
then kept the ball himself for
a touchdown. The SLUH de-

fense continued its excellence,
forcing two more Bruin punts.
At the end of the half, the Jr.
Bills went into the locker room
with a 17-0 lead.
In the third quarter, Scott
recovered a Bruin fumble and
the dynamic duo of Batschelett and Millman struck yet
again, this time for a 20-yard
first down. Clair capped off
the drive with a 4-yard touchdown run. After another Rock
Bridge punt, SLUH started in
great field position at the Bruins’ 40-yard line. Eight seconds
later, Clair decided he could
handle the whole stretch, scoring the touchdown on just
one play. Halfway through the
third quarter, the Jr. Bills led
31-0.
Rock Bridge, however, did
manage to strike once against
the Jr. Bills defense. With 3:43
left, they scored a touchdown
to narrow the Jr. Bills’ lead to
31-7.
But the game would get

no closer, as yet another long
run by Clair set the ball inside the Bruins’ five-yard line.
Sophomore running back
Jaylan Jones then got in on
the scoring, punching his way
into the end zone from a yard
out. Senior kicker Peter Hennessey was called on to kick
his first extra point this year,
and nailed it. After the third
quarter, SLUH led Rock Bridge
38-7.
Early in the fourth quarter, the Jr. Bills struck once
more, with Scott rushing for
a 19-yard touchdown. Hennessey completed the kick
again, setting the score at 45-7
in favor of the Jr. Bills. The defense remained solid throughout the rest of the game to finish out the victory.
The victory was very important for the Jr. Bills, both
because it broke their recent
losing skid, and because it
came on Senior Night. “It’s
awesome to be a part of our

senior night and coach Kornfeld’s last home game,” said
Batschelett. “I’m so glad that
the whole team came together
to get the win. It’s definitely
how I wanted my last start on
Oakland Avenue to be.”
After putting up great
numbers in several games this
year, Clair finished the game
with his best stat line of the
year. He rushed for 253 yards
on 22 carries, averaging 11.5
yards per carry. He also contributed two rushing touchdowns and an interception
on the defensive side of the
ball. Despite the outstanding
numbers, Clair’s approach to
the game could not have been
simpler.
“All I was trying to do
was run downhill, break some
tackles, and keep going for the
goalpost,” he said. “Defensively, I’m just trying to do my job.
That’s all it takes.”
Batschelett also had a solid game to complement Clair’s
performance. He completed
nine passes for 109 yards. Four
of these passes found Millman,
who had his best game of the
year, racking up 81 receiving
yards. Despite being smaller
than many of the defensive
backs he lines up against, Millman says the team has an approach to the game designed
to match his size and speed.
“Everything’s just set up
to try to get me yards after
the catch,” said Millman. “I
knew we had to step up, and
it felt good to finally capitalize
on the opportunities that I’ve
been given.”
This strategy showed, as
none of his passes were caught
far downfield, but his speed allowed him to gain most of his
yardage after the catch.
His breakout game was
certainly noticed by the coaching staff.

“We’ve always known he
has this in him,” said Kornfeld.
“He just put it all together and
had one heck of a game. It was
really special to see because I
know how much work he puts
in.”
Clair and Batschelett
also praised Millman’s performance, saying that his speed
threat in the passing game
helped open up the line to give
Clair running opportunities,
many of which he turned into
big gains.
As dominant as the offense was for the Jr. Bills, the
defense was just as impressive.
They forced three Rock Bridge
turnovers—an interception,
a turnover on downs, and a
fumble—in addition to forcing
several Bruin punts.
Five different players
recorded at least six tacles, a
team-first style of play that is
very important to Kornfeld.
“Defense is a team game,
and our guys have been responding really well, getting players around the ball.
They’re playing as a group, as a
team, and it shows.”
Tonight, SLUH plays
Jackson High School, the last
game before districts. Jackson
defeated DeSmet 42-7 last
week, and is 7-1 on the season. This will be Kornfeld’s
last regular season game as Jr.
Bills head coach. Currently
sitting on a 4-4 season record,
the Jr. Bills are looking for a
win in order to secure a winning record and some positive
momentum moving into the
playoffs.
“This game is going to be
an amazing atmosphere for
us, but also a hostile environment,” said Batschelett. “The
main thing is for us to come
together, support each other,
and just do what we’ve done in
the past.”

Hockey 3-0 in Top Hat Tenacious XC claims MCC crown for 13th straight year
Will Farroll
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity hockey team skated
its way through pool play in
the Top Hat Classic this past
week, finishing off Kirkwood
7-0 last Thursday, and handily beating Chaminade on
Wednesday 4-1 to go 3-0 in
round robin play.
The Jr. Bills struck with
a powerful bite against Kirkwood in the first quarter, netting four goals on 12 shots
while holding the Pioneers
scoreless on five shots. Adding two more in the second
and another in the third,
SLUH secured their second
victory of the tournament.
With many players gone
for club hockey in the preseason, head coach Kevin
Fitzpatrick was able to get
some new players onto the ice
to get their feet wet in the new
varsity atmosphere, possibly
in an effort to fill the six open
roster spots.
“There’s a lot of guys
who could make it, we’re just

not sure yet,” said Fitzpatrick.
“We’ve got a lot of depth, and
a really good group of kids
with great talent. So we just
want to take out time and try
to make the best decision.
They’re really gelling.”
With many players missing on Wednesday, including starting goalie Brendan
Rasch, the Red Devils went
up early on the Jr. Bills on a
goal that was initially ruled a
“no goal” but was later overturned by the officials.
“I knew we would turn
it around and we’d be good
in the end,” said senior Luke
Gassett.
And turn it around they
did, as senior Chaz Palumbo
netted a goal for the IceBills
with only six seconds left in
the period to send them into
the second tied at one.
After some back and
forth on the ice, senior John
Siekhaus buried a pass from
Palumbo into the back of the
Chaminade goal to send the
Jr. Bills up by one.

(From left to right) Junior Paul Burka, senior Joe Laughlin, and sophomore
Patrick Hetlage in the MCC tournament last weekend.
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

Andrew Modder
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High
cross country program
had a successful day this past
weekend at the MCC Championships, as the varsity and
freshmen teams won their divisions and the JV team narrowly missed victory with a
second place finish.
The varsity team placed
first of the five MCC schools
with a team score of only 26
continued on page 7 points, a major bounce back

after a disappointment at the
Parkway West Invitational the
previous week. De Smet took
second place with 43 points
and CBC was in third with 71.
“We had a little bit of a
setback last week at Parkway
West, so we freshened (the
guys) up a little bit got them
ready to peak a little bit, just
a mini peak to do well at conference,” said head coach Joe
Porter.
SLUH was represented
at the varsity level by seniors

Joe Laughlin, Thomas Leeker,
and William Kelly, junior Paul
Burka, sophomores Patrick
Hetlage and Reed Milnor, and
freshman Noah Scott. All seven earned medals in the race.
Laughlin continued to
cement himself as the top
runner on the squad, leading
the first pack of SLUH runners, and finishing in third
place overall with a time of
16:43.
“I don’t think it was
a particularly good race, I
thought it was a decent race,”
said Laughlin. “I thought I
could have run faster, kept up
with the top two guys longer.”
Laughlin stayed with the
top two finishers, Joe Reed of
De Smet and Alex Hunn of
CBC, until the beginning of
the final mile.
“They would keep speeding up and slowing down and
charged down hills, and they
would just do things that don’t
ever happen in a normal race,
but they were kind of controlling the race,” said Laughlin.
“I thought I could have had
a better race but it was just

something I wasn’t really prepared for.”
Hetlage, Burka, and Kelly
charged in together about five
seconds after Laughlin, and all
finished within seven-tenths
of a second of each other. Hetlage finished in fourth, Burka
in fifth, and Kelly in sixth.
“The whole focus this
week was pack, and keeping our one to four really
close together,” said Porter.
“It didn’t happen at Parkway
West … and we drilled it into
them all week at practice: ‘You
guys have to stay together
and work together.’ And that
worked out really well, they
all finished within five seconds of each other.”
Milnor continued to run
consistently, finishing eighth
with a time of 17:14. He was
closely followed by Leeker,
who finished in ninth in
17:15.
“I was happy with my
race. My time was four seconds off my converted PR
from Palatine, so it was really

continued on page 8
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Soccer falls in rough match to O’Fallon, looks Hockey breezes
to Saturday for rematch with De Smet
through group play
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Jack Waters
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity soccer team battled
O’Fallon last Friday, but fell
4-2.
After dominating the
pace of play throughout the
first half, the Jr. Billikens finally capitalized when senior Donovan Ditto dribbled
around a few Panther defenders and passed the ball to fellow senior Brandon Trusler,
who hit a beautiful shot from
the top of the 18-yard box to
give SLUH a 1-0 lead.
“When we score first,
historically, we win 90 percent
of our games. Charlie (Clark)

and I have done that stat,” said
head coach Charlie Martel.
“So we felt pretty good about
that.”
However, with a minute
left in the first half, O’Fallon
finally snuck one by the SLUH
defense. As an O’Fallon winger came into the box, senior
goalkeeper Klaus Preusser
came out to meet the ball, but
the Panther player dribbled
around him and shot the ball
into the empty net.
“I thought we played well
in the first half especially getting the first goal,” said Martel.
O’Fallon struck again at
the beginning of the second
half, as a cross found the head

of an opposing forward, giving O’Fallon the 2-1 lead.
After struggling with
possession in the second half,
junior Cam Verzino tied the
game at two after a cross.
But O’Fallon continued
to outwork SLUH in the second half, and the Panthers
struck again when a forward
dribbled past Preusser and
tapped it into the net for a 3-2
lead.
After a late penalty in the
box from senior Jeff Walter,
an O’Fallon player converted
their penalty kick, adding to
their lead. The match ended
with SLUH falling 4-2.
“We dropped off in the
second half. We let up some
soft goals, goals we haven’t
given up all year,” said Martel.
“The second half was one of
the worst halves of the season
for us, we just didn’t play well.”
“We just really underestimated them. They had some
really quick guys, and we just
underestimated their team,”
said junior forward Ray Goedeker.
After the rough loss,
Martel and Clark decided to
add a morning conditioning
practice to the team’s schedule
during the week to increase
fitness for this weekend’s

match against De Smet and
the rest of the regular season.
“That was not a good result for us, so Charlie (Clark)
and I decided we were going
to bring them in in the morning in the gym, just to do some
more fitness training and then
get them in the afternoon for
more technical work,” said
Martel. “Part of the problem
with the 30-game schedule is
that you’re either coming off a
game, or you have a game the
next day. So it’s hard to work
on fitness because you have to
be ready for the next game. So
now we’ve had a whole week
to prepare for De Smet.”
The Jr. Bills are looking
to break their cold streak in
tomorrow’s match against No.
3 ranked De Smet, which is a
rematch of the Sept. 6 matchup, when SLUH fell 2-0 to the
Spartans.
“You have to play (De
Smet) a certain way. You have
to get the balls into the corners, behind their four backs
and see if you can get anything
going that way,” said Martel.
The match is tomorrow at
2:00 p.m. at SLUH.
“We’re just gonna try
to possess the ball, get some
goals and take it to ‘em,” said
Preusser.

The Jr. Bills before their game against Chaminade

photo | Nick Gima

(continued from page 6)

“We got a lot of guys into
Only 25 seconds later, the lineup who never had the
Gassett got the puck, skated opportunity to dress a game,
past two defenders, and let and play at the varsity level,”
one fly, stinging the top cor- said Gassett. “So I think it was
ner to put SLUH up two with good for certain guys to get
eight minutes left in the sec- the opportunity to play and
ond period.
we came out on top. We’ve got
“I look up and we got some things to work on but
three guys in front of the overall it was a good game.”
net, and I didn’t even see the
“We’re fast, and we’re
goalie,” said Gassett. “I saw good with the puck,” said
the little six inch piece of the Fitzpatrick. “We’re missing
net and I was like ‘hit the net,’ six guys, so we get everybody
and it ended up going in. It’s here and we’ll see what we
a good feeling to get that first got.”
Finishing off pool play
goal of the season under your
belt.”
3-0, the team looks toward the
The Jr. Bills continued playoffs in an attempt to proto pour it on, peppering the tect their Top Hat Classic title
Chaminade goalie with shots from last year.
“I feel good, playing
and keeping the Red Devils
out of their zone for most of games and practicing,” said
the remainder of the game.
Fitzpatrick. “We just started
After a missed breakaway in the middle of September,
and a few penalties, SLUH but it’s great to be back. It’s annetted one final goal to secure other awesome group.”
captain, he has put everything the win.
into the team and has tried to
become a positive example for
the team.
“I have definitely focused
on giving my all for the team
every day, every game,” said
Grassi. “I am focusing on being an example for everyone
else so I have to really watch
my actions on and off the
field.”
This season Grassi has
worked to be more than just
an example though, he wants
to be a friend to his teammates as he tries to make
those around him better.
“I want to be very engag- Senior captain Andrew Clair with head coach Gary Kornfeld.
photo | Sulli Wallisch
ing with each of my teammates,” said Grassi. “I want to
“He has shown great
get the best out of everyone the team as running back and
leadership both verbally and
and be a good example for this strong safety.
“Football has always been by example,” said senior quarteam.”
As the season continues, something I wanted to do,” terback Mitchell Batschelett.
Grassi’s teammates have seen said Clair. “Even with basket- “He has really inspired the
these qualities develop in him. ball and track, football has al- guys to push themselves and
become better players.”
“Grassi is a really good ways been my main focus.”
Clair has started as runClair is going to continue
friend of mine,” said senior
teammate Peter Hennessey. ning back since his sopho- playing football next year in
“To see him blossom this year more year and also as strong the Mid-American Conferas a vocal leader has been re- safety. Since his underclass- ence at Bowling Green State
man days, Clair has worked University
ally fun to watch.”
“I am really excited to be
As his football career at towards becoming a captain.
“Since freshmen year it heading to Bowling Green, I
the U. High is coming to a
close, Grassi has remained un- has always been my goal to be really loved it up there,” said
decided on whether he wants a captain on the SLUH team,” Clair. “I knew I was going to
to continue playing football at said Clair. “It’s always been be able to stand out up there
seen as an honor and you get and be able to play on the first
the college level.
Andrew Clair, a two- to be one of the big dogs on game day.”
year returning varsity starter, the team.”
has also stepped up this year
as he leads the team in rushThe freshmen and sophomores both wrapped up their first bashball
ing yards and as a humble exsessions last week. For the freshman class, M103 and M107 met in the
ample.
“It is really an honor to be finals with M103 coming away with a thrilling 1-0 victory. The sophomore
chosen as one of the captains final was not nearly as exciting, as 221C dominated M209, winning by
by the coaches and the team,” a score of 11-2. The junior session started this week with some thrilling
games from the upperclassmen. Homerooms M216, 218C, M222, and
said Clair.
After getting pulled up to M208 won their first games of the tournament. Junior bashball will convarsity as he finished his fresh- tinue play after exam week, and the senior session will get going as well.
—compiled by Nick Gima
man year, Clair has started for

Clair and Grassi lead by
example as SLUH looks
to postseason
David Gordon
artwork | Syed Fakhryzada

REPORTER

s the St. Louis U High
Swim travels to
A
football team heads towards its final regular season
Mizzou, faces Vianney game, the senior captains are

Kyle Irvine
REPORTER

T

he swim and dive team
participated
in
the
COMO Invitational, its biggest meet of the year, lastweekend in Columbia at
Mizzou’s pool. Out of the 46
Jr. Bill swims, 28 resulted in
dropped times. The team also
beat Vianney in a dual meet
on Tuesday.
“I think we took advantage of the fast pool,” said junior Joe Jellinek. “Mizzou is a
really great pool and you mix
that with some great competition, you have a concoction
for success.”
The Bills placed 10th,
scoring 109 points, a huge
improvement from the team’s
performance last year, when
it placed 17th with only 60
points.
One standout swimmer
was freshman Josh Brown,
who had a great performance
in his 200-yard IM and in
his 100 fly. Brown was one of
several Jr. Bill swimmers who
qualified for the afternoon finals, swimming a 56.51 that
also put him very close to the
state cut.
“I’m trying to work on
making my turns faster,”
Brown said. “I think if I speed
those up I can qualify.”
The Bills’ 400 free relay
also had a tremendous swim.
The team, consisting of junior Barclay Dale, sophomore
Joe Feder, junior Joe Jellinek,

and junior Nick Mattingly,
dropped over seven seconds
in the race. With a time of
a 3:21.02, the Bills are now
ranked top ten in the state for
the event.
The SLUH divers once
again put on a show. This time,
the standout diver was freshman Max Manalang, who
competed for the first time in
an 11-dive meet. Manalang
managed to make it through
several rounds to earn points
for the team in the final round
of diving.
The Bills were back at
Forest Park on Tuesday to
take on Vianney in an exciting
dual meet. Highlights of the
meet included senior captain
Luke Smith getting his first
state cut in the 500 free. With
a time of 5:03.99, Smith made
the cut by over half a second
and is the first senior this year
to qualify individually.
“It was relieving to finally
get the cut. I think the Gatorade prime chewies definitely
had an impact on my swim,”
said Smith.
Looking ahead, Smith
hopes to gain a State cut in his
200 freestyle as well as continuing to improve his 500
time.
“I’m really proud of him,”
said head coach Lindsey Ehret. “I think this was a culmination of his hard work and
once again is a testament to
his work ethic.”
The Bills easily won the
meet against Vianney, 128-54.

hoping to lead the team on a
successful run in the playoffs.
Returning varsity starter
Andrew Grassi was elected
by his teammates to take the
role of captain. Grassi is a vital
part of the SLUH team as he
plays on both sides of the ball
this year. This has not always
been the case; he has jumped
from playing primarily receiver during his freshman year to
becoming a starting receiver
and linebacker this year. It is
a tough and tiring task to play
on both sides of the ball every
game.
“It is hard, but being a
captain, I wanted to set a good
example for the rest of the
team and always go hard no
matter how tired I get,” said
Grassi. “Whatever the coaches
ask of me, I work extra hard to
do it with a hundred percent
of my effort this year.”
This hard work ethic did
not just come during Grassi’s
senior year. Ever since he had
the opportunity to play in
seventh grade when a friend
asked him to sign up for a
team, he has always loved the
game.
As Grassi played his
sophomore and junior year,
he looked up to the captains
that led those teams and decided to make that his goal.
“I remember I thought I
would really love to be in that
role,” said Grassi. “I wanted
people to be able to look up
me as a leader of the team.”
Now that he has become
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Friday, October 14

Regular Schedule

AP

Ball State University
Georgetown University
Long Island University, Post
Rice University
Sarah Lawrence College
Junior Class Mass
Snack—Pizza sticks
Freshman Class Mass
The freshman class gathered last Friday for its first class Lunch Special—Country fried steak
Vegetarian—Salmon
Mass. The presider was Paul Sheridan, S.J. The theme was
based on the readings and it was the value of faith.
7:00pm V Football vs. Jackson

Senior’s question makes it into Presidential Debate
The Presidential Debate at Washington University had a
special connection to SLUH. Senior Joe Boyce wrote one of
the questions that was asked at the town hall style debate.
His friend’s mother Beth Miller was randomly contacted by
Gallup, the polling organization to see if she was interested
in going to the debate. The question that Boyce wrote up Virgil-a-Thon gathers Latin students for orations
asked what the candidates would look for when picking Su- Members of the Latin club gathered in the Si Commons
preme Court candidates.
during activity period on Thursday to recite passages from
the Greek poet Virgil. The boys wore some classic Ancient
Greek-style togas as well.
Gatorade Week promotion in football and soccer
Fall sports athletes at St. Louis U. High were given promotional Gatorade products this past week in an effort to im- Fall Concert
prove performance and nutritional health.
Varsity Chorus, Zero Hour Chorus, and A Cappella Club
Advertised by Jamarr Becks, a salesman for Gatorade, performed yesterday in the Si Commons for their Fall Conthe program known as G-Week gives high schools a chance cert. They performed a total of ten different songs in styles
to test out a variety of Gatorade products besides just their varying from Renaissance to Pop.
drinks. Speaking to a crowd of players on Monday, Becks
gave a talk about the benefits of Gatorade products, and Senior given recognition for soccer prowess
several nutritional tips in general. Gatorade chews, protein Senior soccer captain Brandon Trusler was recently named
bars, and shakes were handed out in bulk for free as the Penn Station Student Athlete of the Month for the St. Louis
athletes were advised to eat certain snacks before and after region. By winning the award, SLUH receives a $500 donation in Trusler’s name. Wednesday during junior/senior
practice.
lunch, KPLR 11 came and recorded an interview with
Costa Rica trip students meet for next summer
Trusler and the pep rally that occurred in the Commons.
Science teacher Bill Anderson and Spanish teacher Myriam The pep rally will air on Sunday at 7:30 p.m. on channel 11.
Aliste met with selected students last Thursday night to
discuss an educational trip to Costa Rica over the summer. Medical Careers Club speaker talks drug development
They discussed cost, location, and trip length. They plan on Dr. Rachel Edwards, an epidemiologist from Washington
going for ten days to various locations around the country. University, came to SLUH and talked about her career and
drug development. She has worked on creating drugs to
combat XDR tuberculosis, a disease that infects the lungs
Band concert doubles as family event
The St. Louis U. High Band performed last Monday night and is resistant to all current treatments. She currently
in the Si Commons. The concert included performances works in a Wash. U. pediatric pathology lab researching
from Jazz I, Jazz II, Concert, and Symphonic Bands, as well treatments for drug-resistant malaria.
as Chamber Orchestra. This concert included pizza and Ted
Drewes for students and their families to enjoy during the —Sam Goedeker, Jack Schweizer, Luke Wilmes, Jack Waters,
performances. This is the first time that a concert has also Jake Hennes, Luke Veltz, Matthew Quinlan, and Ben Frailey.
served as a family event.

Saturday, October 15
8:30am Swimming @ Lindbergh
9:00am V2/JV/C Cross Country @ Big Driver Golf/		
Borgia Invitational
12:00pm B Soccer vs. DeSmet @ SLUH
1:30pm C Soccer vs. Edwardsville
2:00pm V Soccer vs. DeSmet @ SLUH

Sunday, October 16
11:00am Card Party

Monday, October 17

Exam Schedule
First Quarter Exams
12:00pm Teacher SLUH Night Practice
3:30pm C Soccer vs. Chaminade
4:00pm C Football vs. Jackson
4:00pm JV Football vs. Jackson @ SLUH
4:00pm Swimming vs. Chaminade
5:00pm JV Soccer vs. Fort Zumwalt South @ SLUH
7:20pm B Soccer vs. Francis Howell

Tuesday, October 18

Exam Schedule

First Quarter Exams
12:00pm Student/Band/Chorus SLUH Night Practice
4:00pm JV Soccer vs. Marquette @ SLUH
6:00pm V Soccer vs. Marquette @ SLUH

Wednesday, October 19

PSAT Schedule

PSAT and Standardized Testing
4:50pm B Soccer @ CBC Tournament
5:15pm C Soccer vs. Eureka @ SLUH

Thursday, October 20

Exam Schedule

First Quarter Exams
Fall Fest
3:45pm C Soccer vs. Oakville
4:00pm JV Soccer vs. Eureka @ SLUH
6:00pm V Soccer vs. Eureka @ SLUH
6:30pm SLUH Night

Friday, October 21

No Classes

V Football 1st Round District Game
V2/JV Cross Country @ Shaw Park
11:00am Class of ’45 and ’51 Mass and Lunch

Saturday, October 22

V Soccer @ District Tournament
B Soccer vs. CBC
9:00am V Cross Country District Meet
10:am JV Swimming @ MCC
6:00pm Quad Swimming @ MICDS
7:00pm Fall Ball
This comic does not necessarily represent the opinions of the Prep News of St. Louis University High School.
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All varsity runners medal in MCC victory
(continued from page 6)

nice to finally kind of affirm
that time on a 5K course,” said
Leeker. “I was running really
tough, and hopefully helped
my team push forward.”
Scott, still battling bronchitis, came in 12th for the Jr.
Bills, the final medalist for the
team. He ran a time of 17:32.
Through his varsity races thus
far, Scott has proved to be reliable even if he is not at his best
health-wise.
In addition to the team
trophy, all seven varsity runners earned first and second
team all-MCC honors, showing the team’s depth and
strength.
Laughlin, Hetlage, Burka,
and Kelly earned first team
honors, while Milnor, Leeker,
and Scott were part of the second team.
“We ran a great race. We
went out with a goal to win, a

goal to run aggressively, and
with a goal to really have some
fight in us,” said Leeker. “We
needed that desire and that attitude at MCCs, and it ended
up going really well.”
This surely helped boost
the team’s morale after the
struggle at Parkway West, and
now they look toward the beginning of the postseason at
the District meet on Saturday,
Oct. 22.
“The confidence that
comes with (placing well),
some guys seeing how well
they can place, seeing who
they can go with, and I think
we’re going to need that confidence and belief in ourselves,”
said Leeker.
“They’re just running really well right now, we just
have to try to keep the momentum and try to close the
gap between Milnor, Leeker,
and Scott with those first

four,” said Porter. “The next
couple of weeks should be our
hardest workouts going into
Sectionals and State.”
The JV team came in
second place with 32 points,
clawing at the heels of De
Smet, who finished a mere
seven points ahead with 25.
Senior Matt Northcott
had a memorable day, as he
ran a very strategic race, staying with De Smet’s Christian
Weishaar before speeding past
him in the final mile. Northcott took the individual crown
by eight seconds with a time of
17:43.
“It’s a very difficult thing
to win a race because it takes a
lot of patience during the race,
you have to go out and lead it,”
said Laughlin. “He ran a really
smart race and a really hard
race, he fought pretty hard.”
Junior Chuck Perry also
ran extremely well for the

Jr. Bills, as he finished third
overall with a PR of 18:00 and
earned a medal as well. The JV
team had 13 other medalists
for the race, yet they fell short
of claiming first place, yet the
consistency and depth of the
team is evident.
The freshman team
dominated its division, as it
took first place with only 20
points. Seven SLUH runners
finished in the top ten, led by
Mitchell Booher, who won the
race in 18:25, and Ben Krieger,
who came in second in 18:50.
This weekend, as the
first varsity team trains hard
for Districts, the second team
will be heading to the Borgia
Invitational in Washington,
Mo. The varsity race begins at
9:45 a.m., immediately following the JV race, which starts at
8:30 a.m. The freshman race
concludes the meet at 10:45
a.m.

Sunday, October 23
V Soccer @ District Tournament

Monday, October 24
AP
Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
6:30pm Ignatian Teach-In for Justice

Tuesday, October 25

Regular Schedule

Regular Schedule

AP
California College of the Arts (San Francisco)
3:00pm Art Retreat
6:00pm Cornerstone Dinner

Wednesday, October 26

Regular Schedule

Art Retreat
Drive for the Homeless
AP
Bates College
3:00pm JV/C Cross Country @ Forest Park Invitational
4:00pm Swimming @ MCC Preliminaries

Thursday, October 27

Regular Schedule

Drive for the Homeless
Blood Drive
AP
Missouri State University
Confession
Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
University of Southern California
7:00pm Man2Man

Friday, October 28

Regular Schedule

AP
Sophomore Class Mass
V Football
2nd Round District Game
5:00pm Swimming @ MCC Finals
calendar | Jack Schweizer

