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Issues Day 2016: Civil discourse in the midst
of a tumultuous year
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L

ess than a week before
the 2016 presidential
election, St. Louis U. High
hosted an Issues Day for the
first time since 2008 to educate students on political and
social issues with a Catholic
edge, including topics like
refugees and migration, prolife, and the intersection of
poverty and race.
At the beginning of the
summer, a few teachers approached principal Craig
Hannick with the idea of
having another Issues Day

at SLUH a week before the
election, since the one in
2012 had been canceled.
Hannick approved of the
idea, and a small committee
of nine teachers, led by theology teacher Dan Finucane,
formed to begin planning.
The group included Joseph
Hill, S.J., Rob Garavaglia,
Danielle Harrison, psychology teacher Tom Kickham,
economics teacher Kevin Foy,
social studies teacher Anne
Marie Lodholz, math teacher Nicholas Ehlman, and
Hannick.
Issues Day was organized
in a format similar to the pre-

vious one held in 2008, with
speakers and small groups
taking up most of the day.
Starting last week, teachers began preparing students
for Issues Day by showing
short five-minute videos in
homeroom about various
economic and political problems in society, including the
refugee crisis and poverty.
Dr. Julie Hanlon Rubio,
professor of Christian Ethics
in the Department of Theological Studies at Saint Louis
University, started the day
with a talk on civil discourse,
urging students to reconsider
the amount of energy they
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put into political arguments.
Acknowledging this past
year’s heated election cycle,
Rubio highlighted intellectual
humility, avoiding thin and
dismissive language, avoiding
binary thinking, and starting
conversations with what one
is for rather than what one is
against in her four-point plan
to achieving civil discourse.
Rubio also described the
challenge each presidential
election brings to Catholics
trying to make a morally informed decision in the voting
booth.
“No political party em-

Drive for the Homeless
brings warmth to many
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T

he SLUH for Gender
Equality
club
(SLUH4GE) sent out a survey
two weeks ago to examine
people’s opinions on the issue
of gender equality, its pervasiveness at SLUH, and their
own definitions and views of
the word “feminism.”
The survey asked four
guiding questions about these
issues, and 357 students responded.
The first question was the
broadest and most straightforward: it simply asked
whether or not students sup-
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A

fter a week of hauling in
money and winter items,
the Drive for the Homeless
has come to a close. Students
were asked to bring in winter
items, toiletries, and money to
support three different charities: Xavier Inn, Homeless
Outreach, and Peter and Paul
community services. SLUH
has been donating items to
Xavier Inn and Homeless
Outreach for at least the past
five years.
“Our primary charity is
called Xavier Inn and all of
the scarves, hats, gloves, uncontinued on page 9 derwear, and socks will go

continued on page 9

continued on page 2

SLUH4GE polls SLUH’s
opinion on feminism
ported gender equality. The
majority of people said yes to
this, 340 out of 357, with 17
students expressing a lack of
support for gender equality.
Seven of these 17 no’s came
from sophomores.
“I think that’s kind
of sad,” said senior Blake
Johnson, a co-founder of
SLUH4GE. “Of course there’s
going to be people with extreme views, but the goal of
our club is to get people to really care because the women
that they don’t care about
are their moms, their teachers, their sisters, future girlfriends, future wives.”

ight speakers gave personal testimonies on how
they have experienced racial
injustice in their lives at an
event entitled Man2Man last
Thursday evening. The event,
hosted by the Ethics Project,
was subtitled, “A conversation
with black men to white men
about the plight and perils of
being black in our community.”
Around 150 students,
faculty, and members of the
St. Louis community at large
gathered in the Si Commons
for the event.
The night was kicked
off with addresses from two
keynote speakers: Dr. Christi
Griffin and Brendan Underwood, ’16.
Griffin is the founder and
director of The Ethics Project,
an organization dedicated to
“improving the well-being of
our youth and strengthening
our community by addressing the impact of crime, incarceration and injustice on
children, families, and the
community as a whole.”
Underwood was chosen
as the opening speaker for
the event because of a speech
he gave at the Ignatian Fam-

ily Teach-In last year. After
he presented at the Teach-In,
Underwood was introduced
to St. Louis Firefighter Nicholas “Taggart” Long by campus
minister Meg Beugg. When
Long went to put this event
together, he thought Underwood would be good as an
opening speaker.
Underwood spoke about
how he was affected by the
racial problems in Ferguson
two years ago, after the death
of Michael Brown.
“(Underwood)
talked
about how he would go to bed
at night and he would feel like
his bed was starting to turn to
concrete,” said senior Frank
Krueger. “He was imagining
himself being Michael Brown,
putting himself in his shoes.
He thought, ‘What if that was
my grey SLUH hoodie spotted with blood?’ It was almost
hard to listen to because of all
the emotions that were being
let out, but it was definitely
understandable.”
After Underwood and
Griffin spoke, the night
moved into the personal testimonies, with nine “voices”
sharing their stories. The
speakers were: Captain Ron
Johnson of the Ferguson Police Department, Mohammad

there,” said campus minister
Simonie Anzalone. “We will
give the blankets to Homeless Outreach, a program run
by a lot of different shelters in
the area. That comes together
when the weather gets colder, and goes out and delivers blankets to the homeless.
When they do that, they try to
talk those people into coming
to a shelter.”
SLUH is donating to
Peter and Paul community
services for the first time this
year.
“All of the toiletries are
being donated to Peter and
Paul community services,

continued on page 9
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A speaker at Man2Man last Thursday.
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O’Brien and Schnelker hack away
homelessness at SLU’s Global Hack

BY Riley McEnery
REPORTER

S

t. Louis U. High junior
Eric Schnelker and sophomore Sean O’Brien participated in GlobalHack VI at Saint
Louis University from Friday,
Oct. 21 to Sunday, Oct. 23
to help “hack” homelessness
from their computers.
Schnelker and O’Brien
helped work on the project
Rapid Response Resources
(RRR), a collective database
aimed to link workers for the
homeless, with both students
contributing in different ways.
For his part, Schnelker
created a program on Javascript to help detect early signs
of children who may become
homeless. The program uses
a game he created, Hello
Puggie!, as the vehicle for
detection. The game, similar
to the app Lifeline, asks the
player questions, with the
player’s answer then determining where the game will
go next. Schnelker’s program

flags keywords, and if three
keywords are flagged, alerts
a counselor to the perceived
problem, and possible ways of
addressing it.
O’Brien efforts, meanwhile, focused on the currently homeless. He helped develop forms to connect multiple
homeless shelters and gauge
whether or not a shelter needs
open beds, or, if they have
open beds, disclose the exact
number. The form is accessed
by the shelters through RRR’s
website.
GlobalHack VI is a technological competition in
which participants use their
skills with technology to solve
problems. In the past, GlobalHacks has focused on real life
issues as well as civic problems.
The competition began
with an opening ceremony
Friday evening. The participants were then split into
three divisions: youth (for
high school students), col-

legiate, and pro. Schnelker
and O’Brien were the only
students from SLUH to compete. Because there were only
a few other high school students they had to team up
with two adults, which meant
being placed in the pro division. This presented a challenge for the group, but they
worked hard for two days to
complete their project despite
the difficulty.
The main goal of GlobalHack VI was to find feasible solutions to the issue of
homelessness using programming.
“It was a way to actually
apply what we learn in computer science,” said Schnelker.
“We can actually use the programming here to help out
people in need, so it’s really
cool to see its application.”
After about 40 hours of
hard work, intense programming, and very little sleep,
the team turned in the final
project Sunday morning to be
judged.

“Honestly, if I didn’t have
a team with me I would not
have been able to stay up and
work for 40 hours straight,”
said Schnelker.
The team advanced to
the second round in the programming competition, a
huge accomplishment considering that about two thirds
of their team belonged in the
youth division rather than the
pro.
Overall, the competition
seeks to increase awareness of
homelessness and open participants’ eyes to the ways that
they can make a difference
using what they have learned
about programming.
“It showed me technology can be used not just for
mathematic purposes but to
solve real-world, meaningful,
and complex problems,” said
Schnelker in an interview for
an article in the Saint Louis
Post-Dispatch about GlobalHack VI. “Just seeing everyone work together really
changed our worldview.”

Issues Day mixes personal testimony with
factual evidence on human dignity topics
(continued from page 1)

bodies all the principles of
Catholic social thought and
that makes Catholics politically homeless or political
misfits,” said Rubio.
After Rubio’s talk, the
seniors exited to the theatre,
the freshmen moved to the
chapel, and the sophomores
and juniors remained in the
Commons. This setup allowed
all four speakers to transition
from one room to the next as
they gave their varying talks
to each grade.
The topic of refugees
and migration was addressed
by two speakers: Ranga Nepal, a refugee, educator, and
member of the International
Institute, and Giulia McPherson, the Assistant Director for
Policy at Jesuit Refugee Service/USA.
Nepal recounted his experience as refugee, fleeing
from his home in Bhutan to
Eastern Nepal, where he lived
and taught from 1993-2008.
With a bachelor’s degree in
commerce from University of
Delhi, India and an MBA and
Master’s degree in Economics
from Trubuwan University,
Nepal now lives in St. Louis.
In his talk, he described the
transition from living in Nepal to the U.S., including the
struggles with entering into
a new culture and learning a
new language.
McPherson followed Nepal, first asking students to
imagine what it would be like
to flee from home, and only
being able to take one thing.
She also presented statistics
about the Syrian refugee crisis, and explained the role
that the Jesuit Refugee Service
plays in the United States.
The third issue covered
was pro-life issues, and why
consistency matters in the
fight for human rights, addressed by Life Matters Journal Executive Director Aimee
Murphy. As a rape victim,
Murphy described her expe-

rience of wanting to have an
abortion and then changing
her mind after her boyfriend
threatened to kill her. Using
a PowerPoint presentation,
Murphy also explained the
complexity and uniqueness of
each human life, emphasizing
that every person is important. She also stressed that
neither the Democratic nor
Republican party supports life
at every stage, exposing the
inconsistencies between the
two parties.
“I kind of thought that
the first couple of talks that
occurred in the Commons
were very emotional, with
Miss Aimee who was talking about her life experience,
about the rape and what she
wanted to do with the abortion and things like that. It’s
different hearing it from a
woman being in an all boys
school, you don’t really get
that perspective of the female
as much as you would see outside,” said junior Joe Brandt.
Teka Childress, a Catholic social worker and organizer of the Dorothy Day CoHousing Community, was the
fifth speaker and she talked
about the intersection between poverty and race, specifically in St. Louis. Asking
a series of questions through
a show of hands, Teka highlighted white privilege and ingrained racial biases. She also
discussed the role racism has
played in shaping the St. Louis community, but expressed
hope in this generation now
and for the future.
After the talks, students
went back to their respective
homerooms for breakout sessions intended to put civil discourse into practice.
“I thought it was very
civil, I thought it was very
respectful, and I thought the
emphasis was on listening to
one another and actually trying to think about real problems and solutions instead of
scoring points for your quote

side. I was very happy with
it,” said English teacher Tim
Curdt, who moderated one of
the homeroom discussions.
Junior Pierce Hastings
preferred the breakout sessions to the arguments that
usually go on in the Commons during lunch.
“I feel like more local communities in terms of
each homeroom helped a lot
since more people were able
to share their ideas and share
their opinions and we were
able to more easily refute
them or argue against them,
whereas in the Commons I
feel like it would be only the
most outspoken people would
share their opinion,” said
Hastings.
However, Hastings felt
conflicted about Issues Day
overall, as some expressed
hostility to the talks in their
group sessions afterward.
“So to be honest I walk
away from this experience
conflicted. A certain amount
of me feels hope that there’s a
dialogue and discussion happening and that we can do
our best to understand each
other’s ideas. And another
part of me feels saddened by
the amount of how shut off

people were to new ideas.
And how I saw firsthand of
the reactions of people when
their ideas were challenged,
including myself,” said Hastings.
Junior Damen Alexander
liked the hypocrisies pointed
out in both parties.
“I just like the Issues Day
because it really made both
Democrats and conservatives
aware, hey according to the
Church, you’re both wrong.
And I think sometimes we
Democrats and Republicans
need to know that none of us
are really living out what the
church teaches and I think
that we need to strive to do
that more often,” said Alexander.
Overall Finucane also
thought the day was successful, from the majority of the
reactions he has heard so far
from students.
“I really I haven’t heard
a lot of negative, like I haven’t
heard of any conversations
that were like overly heated
or filled with anger. Nothing
that seems super disruptive.
But yeah I would say it was
a success in the sense that
it seemed like people had a
positive experience,” said Fi-

Homerooms M103,
221C, and M208 take the
underclassmen titles

Juniors square off in bashball during regular season play.
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BY Ben Klevorn and Peter
Curdt
REPORTERS

F

all at SLUH is filled with
big events like Spirit
Week, first quarter exams, Fall
Fest and most importantly,
bashball.
“Bashball is very popular with the students and we
always want to start with that
sport for intramurals. It’s a
great sport that all skill levels
can play. We get great turnouts for the homerooms,” said
physical education teacher
Patrick Zarrick.
The tournament works
on a bracket format. Two
homerooms are randomly
paired to play one another,
with the winner advancing
and the loser being forced to
watch from the sidelines. The
freshman champion plays the
junior champion, while the
sophomore champion plays
the senior champion.
Seniors still need to play
their tournament, but champions have been determined
for freshmen, sophomores,
and juniors. The champions
were M103, 221C, and M208,
respectively. Once senior play
concludes, those four teams
will square off to determine
the 2016 champion.
“There is a lot of cheering. I’ve told the players and
teams that I expect them
to play under control and
nucane.
There is a page on SLUH’s
website that has all of the resources from Issues Day, including the speakers, sources
from the talks, and more links
here: http://www.sluh.org/issuesday.
At the end of the day,
Hannick is most hopeful that
more students can move forward with civil discourse in

to shake hands afterwards,
which they have done a great
job at. I told them if they continue to show good sportsmanship, I’ll consider running a second tournament in
the spring.” said Zarrick.
A question Zarrick often
hears is if another tournament
can be held later in the year.
He is considering the option.
He justs asks that the students continue to show good
sportsmanship.
Intramurals had already
been around for years when
Zarrick took over. However, it
was lacking student enthusiasm and participation. He has
worked closely with STUCO,
and was able to reinvigorate
the program.
“The energy level had
gone down the last several
years before me, and I thought
if I could take it over, I could
inject some energy into it,”
said Zarrick.
Zarrick relies on some
helpers to photograph and ref
the matches.
Zarrick is also open to
new game ideas that students
will enjoy, such as Smash Bros
and basketball in addition to
bashball.
“I’d like to work some
gaming into the intramural
program, so we’re meeting to
discuss a format that would
work for intramurals,” said
Zarrick.
their discussions, and be clear
thinkers.
“I think I would like them
(the student body) to know is
how to examine an issue, how
to talk to others about that issue, and how to gather information before making a decision,” said Hannick.
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The importance of
thorough voting and
political knowledge

Issues Day combats
negative, mud-slinging
political climate

S

E

t. Louis U. High is an incredibly diverse place,
but we all have at least three
things in common. We all attend a Jesuit high school, we
are all citizens of the United
States of America, and we will
all have the right to vote at
some point in our lives. This
final right is one that is important, especially as we gear up
to enter the real world as our
own person, and it’s a right
that we should all exercise.
Voting is important on
a personal level. It affords us
a concrete example of standing up for what we believe in.
It gives us the chance to say
what we think in a formal setting, and one that can actually
make a difference.
Our country began with
only a very specific group of
people being able to vote, and
through grit and determination, a select few earned the
right of everyone to vote. So if
for no other reason, vote for
those people that fought for
the right to do so in America,
and for those in other countries that are fighting still.
Voting doesn’t just mean
choosing a president. There
are smaller elections that
show up on the ballot as well,
including members of Congress and the Senate, bills, and
local elections. They all show
up on that ballot. This means
that local politics—bills and
politicians that directly affect
the city or county in which
you live—are being voted on.
If you want a say in how your
taxes are spent and how your
city is run, and who represents
that city, go vote.
Voters our age play

a significant role in the elections each time they roll
around. With millions of high
schoolers and college students
able to vote, that group of millennials plays a huge role in
what gets done and who gets
elected. We are also one of the
most diverse groups of people this nation has ever seen.
More people than ever are going to high school and college,
making us one of the most
educated groups in America.
Finally, we will all be
adults soon. As scary as it
is, before too much longer
we will be living on our own
somewhere, fending for ourselves, and we have the power
to change how that looks right
now. Remember that candidates are in office for two to
four years, so some of them
will be the ones that are either
still in office, or just leaving
when we get out of college.
They will be the ones whose
ideals and legislation are in
place when we get out of college. So if for no other reason,
vote for your future self.
At this point, some of
you might be thinking, “Well,
I can’t vote anyway, so why
does it matter?” It matters because, before too much longer,
you all will be able to vote, and
you should be ready. As members of a Jesuit high school,
we are taught the importance
of educating the whole person; one of the key ideals in
that education is being open
to growth. High school is a
great time to educate yourself
on the issues that are important to you while you are in a
place of such great diversity of
opinions.

These editorials are the opinion of
all seven Prep News 81 editors.

Prep News

lection season is an exciting time. It’s a period
of evaluation where United
States citizens can take a good,
hard look at their leaders and
decide who is most fit to take
up the mantle on the federal,
state, and local levels of government. It’s a time of political
awareness, when members of
all parties pay rapt attention
to the everyday news, chatting with family, friends, and
colleagues alike about world
issues. It’s a chance for youth
and their communities to participate in something bigger
than themselves.
Such is not necessarily
the case, however, in the 2016
election. There’s an unprecedented level of vitriol on all
levels; it seemed to first manifest itself on the stages of the
primary debates, in which
there was no shortage of mudslinging and personal attacks
on candidates for a national
audience. Negative campaigning has been carried on by
candidates for state and local
positions, and voters seem to
debate exclusively in the form
of re-shouting the one-liners
and zingers they hear their
candidates aim for on television. It’s not productive, it’s
not intelligent, and it seems
to have taken the place of civil
discussion of real world issues. Instead, we mimic what
we see our leaders do, whether
it’s conscious or not, discour-

aging organized, productive
discourse. It sets a dangerous
precedent, and is a poor model for younger generations.
Issues Day is St. Louis
U. High’s direct response to
this aura of negativity that
has surrounded anything
political for the last year and
a half. Throughout the day
on Wednesday, we heard
the phrase uttered countless times: “civil discourse.” It
wasn’t just a buzzword, and
it wasn’t just a last-minute
theme attached to the day. It
embodied the entire point of
the event—having a conversation about the issues surrounding us in the world and
not resorting to arguments to
profess our beliefs. Like Dr.
Julia Rubio said, we must take
it upon ourselves to develop
this virtue of prudence and
have respect for each other’s
opinions. We need to have
humility and actually listen
to others, and not simply cast
their views aside because we
do not agree with them. As a
community participating in
and observing this election,
with some of us even voting
for the first time, we should
strive for a higher standard
than our leaders and public
figures have set for us; aim for
civil discourse and intelligent
discussion, and avoid the pitfalls of buzzwords, scandals,
binary language, and personal
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As the student-run newspaper of St. Louis University
High School, the Prep News is a weekly publication that
strives to inform the SLUH community about events and
people, with its focus on those pertaining to the school, primarily through the written word.
The Prep News is neither the voice of the administration
nor the students. Rather, the newspaper serves to gather and
distribute information for the entire school. The Prep News
editors and staff members make every effort to be objective
in their news coverage and editing.
The members of the editorial staff are co-workers and
share equally the duties of writing, copy-editing, layout, and
staff management. All of the editors share responsibility and
leadership of the paper. The editors are supported by a core
staff of regular reporters as well as artists and photographers.
It is the role of the editors to seek out and facilitate the
reporting of all significant news at SLUH. While any faculty
member or student is welcome to submit suggestions to the
editors for potential articles, the Prep News is never obligated
to publish any article idea.
Our primary emphasis as editors of the Prep News is
upon clear and accurate writing and careful editing. We also
attempt to include visual expression—photography, drawing, technical aids, etc.—in every issue and on our web site.
Despite our desire to make the paper visually appealing, we
commit ourselves not to allow form to supersede substance.
The editorial staff will use social media to communicate
with the paper’s readership and to update students about
SLUH events and highlight the paper’s content. The editors
will not allow their goal of speed and accessibility online to
weaken their commitment to accuracy and depth.
The Prep News strongly encourages underclassman involvement, and our office on the second floor of the Jesuit
Wing, room J220, is always open for involvement, criticism,
praise, or suggestions. Contributed student opinions are also
welcome under the Prep News Editorial Policy. Without student reaction and feedback, the Prep News could not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will correct any significant error in the following issue and on our web site as
soon as possible.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole responsibility for
the text of news and sports articles, features, and editorials.
We ask faculty or students who take issue with the manner
in which the news was reported or find an error to bring it
to the attention of the editors, not the individual reporters.
This is the platform of the editors of Volume 81 of the
Prep News.

Interest in writing?
Artistry? Photography?
Research?
The Prep News is for you.

Prep News 81
Editorial Policy

Any writers, artists, and/or photographers
who are interested in participating in the Prep
News are invited to come up to the Prep
News office (J220) right after school today.

The Volume 81 Prep News opinion section serves the
purpose of being the vehicle of the personal opinions of students, faculty, or others. All topics discussed in the section
will be related to St. Louis University High School.
Nothing published either as an editorial or as a letter to
an editor should be considered the opinion of the school, the
administration, or anyone other than its author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is the opinion of all seven editors
on a particular topic.
A commentary or column is an opinion of one member
of the Prep News staff, not of the Prep News itself.
A perspective or notebook, like a commentary, is the
opinion of one person, often a Prep News staff member.
Unlike a commentary, such a piece is often intended
primarily to convey a personal experience rather than to
provide a viewpoint on an issue. Unlike a letter, such pieces
are usually developed at the request of, and sometimes under the guidance of, the Prep News editors.
Every member of the SLUH community is welcomed
and encouraged to submit a letter to the editors. Every letter
received by the editors will be read and given consideration.
All letters must be signed, but the author’s name may be
withheld from publication by request and at the discretion
of the editors.
The Prep News editors reserve the right to edit any
submissions for publication in order to meet grammatical standards, but they will not skew the author’s original
intent. Also, the editors reserve the right to withhold from
publication any submission if it is deemed vulgar, tasteless,
or otherwise inappropriate. Authors should be available for
the editors to contact them before publication to address
matters of concern.
All authors wishing to have letters published must submit them by 4:00 p.m. the Wednesday before the letter is to
be published.
Letters should be emailed to prepnews@sluh.org, and,
if possible, a signed copy should be given to a Prep News
editors or moderator or mailed to the Prep News courtesy of
St. Louis University High School, 4970 Oakland, St. Louis,
MO 63110.

Across:

PN Puzzle

1. Pretentious people
4. Capture the ____
9. Boots with four small wheels,
done for fun
11. Famous fable writer
12. Keeps your drink cold
13. Oxygen, for example
15. Special ___
17. Nightmare on ___ Street
19. What a sponge does
21. World Wide ___
22. Trick or ____
25. Abe Lincoln is the Great
_______
26. Achilles ____
27. Frightening

Down:

2. Revenge of _____
3. Where pitchers warm up
5. ___ and Found
6. Countertop material
7. Italian ice cream
8. You be you and I’ll __ __
10. Border
14. A feeling of overwhelming joy
16. Holy day of rest
18. Movie starring Keanu Reeves
20. ____ what you sow
21. Made up of 7 days
23. A mistake
24. A teen’s worst nightmare
crossword | Brad Gale and Craig Grzechowiak
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Behind the Scenes @ SLUH: Kathy Hylla, jack of all trades and mother
of the U. High
BY Zach
STAFF

Hennes

T

his Wednesday, staff
member Zach Hennes sat
down with Director of Food
Service Kathy Hylla to discuss
her many years of work at St.
Louis U. High.
Zach Hennes: So first of all,
what did you do before you
came to SLUH?
Kathy Hylla: Well I worked
for five years at a banquet hall.
It was called the White House,
but it is no longer in business,
and then I wanted to look
for something different and I
found this in October of 1990.
ZH: Did you do anything
before working at the White
House?
KH: When my kids were little,
I cleaned houses. I started out
just cleaning one house and
then another house when my
kids were small enough that
I could fit that in somehow.
So when they were in school
I could clean houses and then
pick them up from school and
still be with them.
ZH: That’s great. So then at
SLUH I know you obviously
get to talk to guys in the lunch
line, but do you get any other

student interaction besides
just the daily lunch routine?
KH: Well, almost all day long
I would think. Whether I’m
selling stuff and taking cash at
the register or loaning people
money or picking up trays or
just seeing guys in the hallway. That’s the part of the job
that I like. It’s being with the
kids, it’s doing things with the
kids. You know just even trying to know everyone’s name
is really important to me because I think it’s important
to you. Not only the kids that
buy food either, but the kids
that are just here. If I see a boy
in the hallway and I don’t really know his name, most of the
time I will stop and ask him
what his name is and they will
look at me kind of weird like,
you know, “why do you want
to know my name?” I think
sometimes they think they are
in trouble. But it’s just more
personal that way; it makes
everyone feel important.
Fr. Hagan knew everybody by name. He would
study the class pictures, you
know, and since we have the
lunch cards that have your
pictures and name on there,
I kind of get to do that same
thing. It’s important to me to
know your name.
I see guys at banquets

PN Vault

artwork | Lancer Li

and things like that too. That’s
the part of the job that keeps
me working. That’s the part
that makes me stay. It’s the
people that are here. It’s even
all the alums I know. I had
boys that were in school here
that now have sons here that
I know. The fact that I have
been here long enough to see
that is kind of cool.

ZH: You already mentioned
a few things you do around
here, and I always see you
guys running around doing
different things here, but what
exactly do you all do here?
What does your job all entail?

took care of the books when
we still sold books here. I
make sure the concessions are
all manned and the food is all
in. I make sure all the vending is taken care of. I plan a lot
of the menus and a lot of the
parties. I’m responsible for almost any party that is here. I
work with the third floor and
Advancement Department on
a lot of events. I work with the
Father’s and Mother’s clubs.
Even just for today, I
made sure you guys had
the food and water for your
snacks. I would say we have at
least 30 or 40 events a month,
give or take. Some are bigger
than others, like Mother-Son
Mass and Brunch. I worked
with the Mother’s Club for the
menu and pricing and made
sure the setup was good. Anything that involves food here,
involves me too. So it’s much
more than just lunch, but
that’s ok. I’m here at 5:30 in
the morning and some nights
I don’t go home until maybe
eight or nine. Most of the time
I leave so I can get to the bank
by five before it closes.

band when I’m not here. He
is in a nursing home, so I try
to spend time with him. I have
friends that work with me and
I have seven grandchildren so
I like to stay busy with them.
They are from ages nine to
24 now. I actually just had a
grandson who got married
so I helped plan that wedding
and set all that up which was
fun. I try to do as much with
them as I can. I go to hockey,
soccer, softball, and volleyball
games, or whoever is playing
what.
ZH: Is there anything else you
would want the student body
to know about you that they
may not know?

KH: Well, that I don’t want to
retire and that I want to stay
for a long time. And that I really care about all of them. I
really do. This is what makes
my life complete is being with
the kids. And I mean that. I’m
not making it up to make it
sound good. This is an extension of my family. I’ve been
here 27 years, you know, it’s
an extension of my family.
ZH: So it sounds like you are There are so many good peohere almost all the time, but ple here and a good support
what do you like to do when staff for me.
you are not here?

KH: I do whatever anybody
needs to have done. I take
care of ordering the clothes in
the Spirit Shop. Before that I KH: I take care of my hus-

Issues Day’s history: Mock elections, debates,
and a brief absence
2000
Issues Day makes its debut,
with several speakers and
small group sessions about a
variety of issues, from which
students took their top picks a
month prior. It was met with
almost unanimous positivity.
An opinion piece in Volume
65 argues that Issues Day
should accomodate for nonCatholics, and represent their
ideals.
archives | Prep News Vol. 65

2008

2012

Issues Day 2008 had an impressive 41 speakers, each sharing
personal anecdotes that corresponded with other speakers’
issues, and SLU professor Doug
Marcoullier, S.J. addressed the
entire student body.

For the first election year
since 1996, St. Louis U. High
had no Issues Day after there
was a lack of interest and no
plans to hold a mock election,
a tradition since 1956.

The school held a mock election among the student body for
both President and governor;
John McCain edged out Barack
Obama by a 5% margin, and Kenny Hulshof beat out Jay Nixon by
8%. However, both results proved
inaccurate to the actual results.

The absence of the day didn’t
bring about any significant
backlash, but nonetheless,
2016 brought the day back to
the U. High after a short absence.
—Compiled by Matthew Book
and Galen Bacharier.
archives | Prep News Vol. 73
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Prep News Candidate Summaries
The following candidates are either running for a position that encompasses the
entire state or are running for a US House of Representatives position in a District
where SLUH students live. For Missouri, those are Districts 1, 2, 3 and 9.
—Sam Goedeker, Craig Grzechowiak, Jake Hennes.

United States
Hillary Clinton / Tim Kaine (D)
Donald Trump / Mike Pence (R)

Missouri
U.S. Senate
Jason Kander (D)
Believes in the Second Amendment, but also realizes that we need background
checks to keep terrorists from obtaining guns and other weapons. He wants to help
revitalize small businesses, especially in the Ferguson area after the incidents that occurred there. He is pro-choice. He supports investments in clean energy technology
that he hopes will create new jobs. In addition, he supports the Black Lives Matter
movement as well as Ferguson Rebuild, a non-profit organization is attempting to
rebuild Ferguson.

Roy Blunt (R)
Currently the incumbent senator, Blunt believes government is way too big and
he will work to reduce its size. He supports the Second Amendment. Blunt believes
the top domestic priority should be to make more high paying and affordable jobs.
He wants to reduce regulation big time. Blunt is also against Obamacare, and wants
to repeal it and replace it with a better system. He is pro-life and believes in religious
freedom.

Governor
Chris Koster (D)

Chris Koster supports Second Amendment rights. He also believes there should
be high bail for people arrested for gun crimes. Koster believes Obamacare needs a
reform and is pro-union. He also recognizes the problem of climate change and supports cleaner energy options. In addition, he holds the belief that every American
deserves the right to affordable, high quality health care. He believes that reducing
taxes and wisely investing will improve our economy. Koster thinks the minimum
wage needs to be raised.

Eric Greitens (R)

Greitens believes in pro-life and that the life of a human starts at conception.
Strong supporter of the Second Amendment. He is against raising taxes and Obamacare. He is for more jobs but less being created by the government. Greitens believes
education needs to be improved, but he doesn’t think Washington should be the leading force behind it. He is strongly against common core. He also thinks that Missouri
is not the best state for veterans to live in, but he wants to change that.

Robin Smith (D)
-

Secretary of
State

Supports voter rights, for lower taxes, tort reform, and smaller government

Jay Ashcroft (R)

- Believes in cutting regulations and paperwork needed for small businesses
to run, cut down on taxes, increase training availability for new business owners, cut
down spending done by the Secretary of State

Lieutenant
Governor
Russ Carnahan (D)

- believes in alternative energy options, federal funds for first responders, benefits of social security, supports unions, affordable college, basic healthcare and affordable prescription drugs for all

Mike Parson (R)

- pro-life, wants to protect Missouri taxpayers from wasteful spending, the
Senate handler for the Right to Farm ballot measure.

Attorney General
Teresa Hensley (D)

- wants to make the judicial system applied to everybody equally, sponsors
educational programs for senior citizens, fair law enforcement for all Missourians,
wants to be very tough on criminals who have committed serious crimes

Josh Hawley (R)

- supports rigorous immigration laws and is against the Affordable Care Act,
pro-life, supports religious freedom, believes in lawsuit reform
- anti-Obamacare, believing that individuals should choose their own healthcare, supporter of the Second Amendment, wants to give out harsher punishments for
crimes

U.S. House of Representatives
District One
Lacy Clay (D)

- pro-choice, supports same-sex marriage and equal pay for equal work, wants
stricter punishments for hate crimes, supports the legalization of industrial hemp, is
against military border patrols, and is for funding Mexico to fight drugs

Steven Bailey (R)

- believes in a 25% tax of income for everyone, pro-life and for the decriminalization of drugs, supports same-sex marriage.

U.S. House of Representatives
District Two
Bill Otto (D)

- supports the Affordable Care Act and wants to improve it, supports and
plans to properly fund Medicare, supports the creation of more sustainable energy
options, supports Social Security, pro-choice and believes that insurance plans should
be required to carry birth control

Ann Wagner (R)

- supports a strong military to protect the United States from radical Islamic
terrorists, believes the federal government spends and taxes too much, pro-life, believes in enforcing the existing immigration laws and strengthening the borders

U.S. House of Representatives
District Three
Kevin Miller (D)

- believes that the rise of terrorism is because of their own destabilization, he
wants to focus on infrastructure to create jobs

Blaine Luetkemeyer (R)

- believes government spending is too high and supports an “all-of-the-above”
energy plan, against amnesty for undocumented immigrants, supports the right to
bear arms, pro-life, and believes that the Affordable Care Act empowers the federal
government rather than the American people

U.S. House of Representatives
District Nine
Janice Schakowsky (D)

- supports abortion and expanding federal healthcare, for expanding the
spending budget, vocal about supporting women’s rights, for more business regulation, against funding Mexico to fight drugs, but is for legalization of marijuana

Joan McCarthy (R)

- pro-choice, but agrees with the Hyde Amendment, supports the second
Amendment, but is very supportive of strong background checks and restrictions on
certain assault weapons, supports replacing ObamaCare

Illinois
U.S. Senate
Tammy Duckworth (D)

- advocate for small businesses, improving the lives of veterans, and cutting
government waste and fraud, supports affordable education, against sending unnecessary troops into war, supports common sense gun legislation

Mark Kirk (R)

- supports securing the border and creating a tough but fair path for undocumented immigrants to become citizens, pro-choice and wants to create a tax system
with lower individual tax rates

Sources

State Treasurer
Judy Baker (D)

- wants to make it easier for Missourians to reclaim unclaimed property, plans
to create a searchable, annual report card for Missouri citizens, prepare young citizens
with financial skills, how to own a house, start a business, or saving for college

Eric Schmitt (R)
- against the state and other political entities from doing business with Iran,
plans to keep the money of Missouri citizens in MIssouri-based main street banks,
supports the creation of tax-exempt savings accounts for disabled citizens to pay for
expenses related to their disabilities

5

Editor’s Note: Those running
unopposed are not included in this
summary.

ontheissues.org
westnewsmagazine.com
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robinsmith.com
votesmart.org
ballotmedia.org
stltoday.com
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cjforcongress.com
mikeparson.com
schmittformissouri.com
joshhawley.com
bailey4rep.org
annwagner.com
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USCCB document informs voters on Catholic stance on social issues
BY Samuel J. Chechik
EDITOR IN CHIEF

T

he United States Conference of Catholic Bishops created a document in 2007
called Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship intended to address the political and
social issues surrounding the 2008 election. It
was then updated in 2011 and 2015 in order
to address more relevant issues pertinent to
the 2012 and 2016 elections. This document
was broken into three parts; this piece is a
summary of the issues in part two, the Catholic Church’s perspective on certain social and
political issues.

Human Life

artwork | Liam Connolly

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship regards the issue of human life as one of
the most important due to the breadth that
the issue has. Regarding the sacredness of human life is not just a priority in being against
abortion, but it also applies to other issues
like euthanasia, embryonic stem cell research,
cloning, and torture.

Abortion
The Catholic Church believes that “human life is sacred and that the dignity of the
human person is the foundation of a moral
vision for society,” according to the USCCB,
and that this belief guides all other social issues. This concept of human dignity comes
up frequently throughout this section on human life.
An abortion is defined by this document
as “the deliberate killing of a human being before birth” and is “never morally acceptable
and must always be opposed.” Instead, the
Church sees the opportunity for Catholics to
support “laws and programs that encourage
childbirth and adoption over abortion.”
This “culture of life” that the document
discusses includes Catholics addressing
poverty, providing health care, and assisting
pregnant women, children, and families.
Also, cloning and the destruction of human embryos—even for research purposes or
potential cures—“are always wrong,” according to the USCCB.

Euthanasia
The Catholic Church is consistent with
life issues for the beginning and end of a human’s life, as euthanasia is seen as “unjustifiable” in the Church’s eyes. “The end of life is
as sacred as the beginning of life and requires
treatment that honors the true dignity of the
human person,” the document states.
The end of a person’s life is to be treated
with “reverence and accompaniment,” and
the USCCB calls for a greater assistance
through health care. Euthanasia is “not an act
of mercy,” they say.

Death Penalty
Though the Catholic Church has “accepted the death penalty in the past for
particularly egregious crimes,” it sees the
continued use of capital punishment as unjustifiable. The Church supports the end of
the death penalty and encourages broader use
of DNA evidence in the meantime. The death
penalty, the USCCB states, is part of an unfair
and unjust “broken criminal justice system.”

More humane methods should be used
and developed, according to the USCCB.
They support efforts such as reducing prison populations, combating high recidivism
rates, promoting just sentencing reform, and
strengthening police and community relations.

War
Catholics, the USCCB says, are to “avoid
war and promote peace.” While the Church
tradition has recognized just war when “defending the innocent in the face of grave
evil,” it believes that the duty of nations is to
“defend human life and the common good,”
meaning that countries must respond to terror effectively by morally assessing the means
and combating the roots of terror accordingly.
According to the document, in war,
“genocide, torture, and direct and intentional targeting of noncombatants in war or
terrorist attacks are always wrong.” Torture
is “fundamentally incompatible” when put
against the dignity of the human person and
“ultimately counterproductive in the effort to
combat terrorism,” the document states.
The Church views the use of weapons of
mass destruction as immoral if they do not
distinguish between soldiers and civilians,
and says the United States should instead
work to reverse the spread of nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons while reducing “its own reliance on weapons of mass
destruction by pursuing progressive nuclear
disarmament.”
When it comes to global terror, the
Church sees protecting civilians and minimizing the loss of life as priorities in crisis
regions.

Education
Parents have a right to choose the best
education for their children. The Church
thinks that the government should provide
families resources to help them exercise this
right. Additionally, all people have a right to
receive quality education without discrimination. An education environment should
be “orderly, just, respectful, and non-violent,”
and the USCCB supports the means of adequate funding, like scholarships and tax
credits, in order to provide that education for
children.

Media
The USCCB calls for “response regulation” that respects freedom of speech yet also
addresses the issues of lower standards in media, the prevalence of offensive material, and
non-commercial religious programming. Resisting management that is primarily focused
on profit is key for regulation. The Internet
is a bountiful hub of information that allows everyone to access its benefits, and the
Church sees this opportunity for students of
all income. Due to increased access to pornography and violent material, laws that
combat child pornography and obscenity
are necessary, and appropriate technology in
schools and libraries that block “unwanted or
undesirable materials” is necessary for helping parents and teachers.

Social Justice

Family Life

Food security for all is a first priority for
agriculture, and farmers deserve a just return
for their labor, and the support of rural communities is vital because not only do they sustain our way of life, but they also enrich the
nation. Sustainable agriculture should play a
leading role in agricultural policy.

Religious Freedom
The religious liberty of all people should
be promoted inside and outside of the United
States, as it is a “fundamental human right
that knows no geographical boundaries.”
While in the United States, religious freedom
is usually strongly protected, Catholics have
a duty to not let those protections weaken
in order to show encouragement to those in
violent countries who suffer religious persecution.

Health Care
Another fundamental human right is
access to affordable health care, and many
Americans are still without coverage. Employers, the USCCB says, should be providing health care “without compromising their
moral or religious convictions,” and people
should be able to purchase health care that is
aligned with their faith. The Church supports
the strengthening of Medicare and Medicaid
and also seeks effective care for those suffering from HIV/AIDS.

Immigration
According to the USCCB, welcoming
the stranger includes bringing in those authorized and unauthorized, refugees and
asylum-seekers, the unnecessarily detained,
and the victims of human trafficking. Comprehensive immigration reform is a necessity
in order to fix the current immigration system set in place by the United States, and it
should include “a broad and fair legalization
program with a path to citizenship.” Countries controlling their borders should do so
“in a just and humane manner,” and detention of immigrants should be for public safety
only, and alternatives to detention should be
sought.
Human trafficking, specifically, has been
called a “crime against humanity” by Pope
Francis, and should receive protection and
care and consideration for permanent legal
status.

Discrimination
artwork | Liam Connolly
artwork | Liam Connolly

The USCCB sees the family as “the basic cell
of human society,” and the roles of such families are to be central priorities for the Church.
Defining marriage, supporting quality education for young people, and regulating certain
forms of media are three key points involved
in familial life.

Marriage
The USCCB defines marriage as “lifelong exclusive commitment between a man
and a woman, and as a source of the next
generation and protective haven for children.” The Church criticizes the ideology of
gender that dismisses sexual difference as
“nothing more than a social construct or psychological reality, which a person may choose
at variance with his or her biological reality.”
Though the Church does not see same-sex
marriage as an option, that does not compromise the treatment that homosexuals receive,
which is that they must be respected, not
discriminated against, and be accepted with
compassion and sensitivity.
The document makes clear that changes
in policies on work, taxes, immigration, divorce, and welfare are necessary to uphold
the value of marriage and family, with assistance available to poor families to allow them
to live in dignity.

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship
emphasizes the issues today relating to social
justice, as the dignity of the human person
permeates many of the following issues.

Poverty
Using the theme of cura personalis as
a guide, the Church sees that economic decisions and institutions should be assessed
based on their ability to protect or undermine human dignity. The creation of jobs for
all who can work should be a priority, and
good working conditions and just wages being key points of inclusion. Discrimination
in employment for women and minorities
should be overcome. The rights of workers to
join unions and bargain collectively should
be supported, according to the USCCB.
Welfare policy, the USCCB states, should
be used to reduce poverty and dependency.
It also should strengthen family life and help
families leave poverty through work, training, and assistance in other areas. Social Security should provide “adequate, continuing,
and reliable income in an equitable manner
for low- and average-wage workers and their
families when these workers retire or become
disabled,” according to the document.
Increased quality housing is also a priority, especially to preserve and maintain existing housing and end unjust housing discrimination.

Any discrimination, whether based on
race, religion, sex, ethnicity, disabilities, or
age, is an injustice and “affront to human dignity.”

Environment
Human beings are stewards of the earth,
and it is our responsibility to care for it in order for the generations after us to be able to
live sustainably on the planet. Global climate
change is an issue that must be addressed, and
the development of “alternate, renewable, and
clean-energy resources” is key for this to occur. The United States should also lead in assisting other, poorer countries in an effort to
promote sustainable development and should
work to promote “greater justice in sharing
the burden of environmental blight, neglect,
and recovery.”

Global Solidarity
The world’s increasing interconnectedness means that there is a call for solidarity
among people from all nations, and the USCCB believes that the United States should take
responsibility and lead in addressing poverty
and underdevelopment globally while also
humanizing globalization. In order to build
a more just and peaceful world, the United
States must advocate for human dignity on
all fronts where it is neglected and tarnished.
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Chris Koster, ‘82, reflects on SLUH and his campaign for governor
BY Galen Bacharier and
Samuel J. Chechik

FEATURES EDITOR, EDITOR IN CHIEF

C

hris Koster, ’82, Missouri’s
Democratic candidate for
governor, spoke to features
editor Galen Bacharier and
editor in chief Sam Chechik
to discuss his time at St. Louis
U. High, his experiences on
the campaign trail, and some
advice for those taking part in
their first election.
Samuel J. Chechik: Thanks so
much for taking the time to call
us, Attorney General. I was curious what role SLUH played in
your path to enter politics, and
if there was anyone here who
particularly interested you.
Chris Koster: Well, I was
not interested in politics as a
young person. My dad was
also a newspaperman. He was
a sports columnist at the old St.
Louis Globe Democrat, which
closed down. It used to be the
morning paper in St. Louis and
the Post-Dispatch was the evening paper, and Dad was the
sports columnist from the late
1960s until the paper closed
in 1981. And so I was interested in being a sports broadcaster, perhaps. Politics was
not something that was really
of much interest to me during
that period of my life. I played
basketball at St. Louis U. High.
My memories of the school—
terrific—I think I liked going to
an old, all-boys school. I liked

the Jesuit influence.
Galen Bacharier: Have the Jesuit ideals taught and instilled
here at SLUH—being a man for
others, serving for the greater
glory of God, AMDG—affected the way you work and
campaign?
CK: The answer to that is
definitely yes. I would say that
Christ’s first commandment is
love God with all your heart
and the second is to love your
neighbor as yourself, and I
have viewed public service as
a calling and it’s not as high a
calling as the Jesuits, obviously,
but I do think that public service is something of a calling,
and I believe that it is a way
to express Jesus’s second commandment.
GB: What’s it been like on the
campaign trail for such an extensively covered position, media-wise? How’s it been compared to your past campaigns
for Attorney General and Missouri State Senator?
CK: Well, the organization is
vastly larger. So for the Attorney General’s race, mine cost
around four to five million dollars, and you could probably
accomplish the task with about
seven to eight people, and the
Governor’s race this year is
around 25 million dollars, and
I think our campaign manager
told me today when I asked

CK: Well, it is frustrating. We
have dealt with the issue by trying to keep at least half of the
campaign focused on a positive
message. So throughout the
general election cycle where we
have been on television, we’ve
used 50 percent of our dollars
or more continuing to push out
a positive message, and that is
different than most candidates,
and it is certainly different than
the gentleman I’m running
against. I would think that 80
to 90 percent of his messages
have been negative. We try to
make sure that we have more
photo | courtesy of Dauphin Yearbook
than half of our effort focused
Chris Koster, ’82, as a senior.
on bringing people together
that he has about 60 to 65 peo- 30, 40 years ago when Ken- and trying to make the state a
ple on payroll, and so it’s just a nedy and Nixon were running better place.
much more involved endeavor. against one another, there was
more of an effort to stay fo- GB: Obviously here at SLUH,
SC: What’s the toughest part of cused on policy, and unfortu- we’re around a lot of high
this campaign been for you all? nately, I think a lot of the effort school guys. Some of the guys
today is about trying to make our age, who just turned 18,
CK: The toughest part of the one’s opponent unacceptable. this is the first election they’re
campaign—well, nobody in There’s not enough concentra- participating in, and a lot of
public service these days en- tion on policy and letting the younger guys have gotten the
joys the fundraising. The fun- public hear the policies de- chance to actively participate
draising is not enjoyable, and bated.
and observe. As someone init takes your effort away from
volved in the political sphere,
the actual act of running the GB: I wanted to touch on that, what would you say to those
government. It’s very, very how this election has been people voting and participattime consuming, and I think viewed as one of the most neg- ing in what seems to be such a
everybody who is involved ative cycles of all time; obvi- negative environment?
in the profession these days ously your campaign has dealt
wishes that fundraising was with attack ads from your op- CK: Well, I don’t know whethnot such a big piece of the en- ponents. There’s this negativity er you know this about me, but
deavor. I think that—what else surrounding all levels, whether I’ve been in government for 22
do I think? The challenges, the it be federal, statewide, or local. years. For the first 14 years I
biggest challenges. I think that What’s it been like being in the was a progressive Republican,
politics has taken on a certain environment?
and in 2007 switched politimeanness as well. I think that
cal parties, joined the minor-

ity, and became a conservative
Democrat. My belief, having
served in both parties, is that
there is a lot more that we have
in common than is generally
recognized, and it is possible
to bring the state together for
progress, which is what I hope
to do as Governor.
I would also say that is it
a real honor to get the chance
to be the nominee of a major
political party in our state and
to get to interact with the thousands and thousands of citizens
that you come upon as you
campaign and learn the state.
I grew up in University City;
I assume that my upbringing
was not very dissimilar to your
upbringing, but you go west of
highway 270, get into farming
country, and the culture and
industry of the state changes
a lot. I’m coming out of the
bootheel today, which is cotton and rice country. Agriculturally oriented and probably
is, if you guys are SEC football
fans, the bootheel of Missouri
is more culturally aligned with
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, than it is
with Columbia, Missouri, and
learning the various cultures
of this state is fascinating and
important.
SC: Well, thanks so much for
taking time out of campaigning to talk with us, Attorney
General Koster.

Two documents that guide Catholic voters: Forming Consciences
for Faithful Citizenship and Political Process Guidelines

artwork | Will Kramer
BY Samuel J. Chechik
EDITOR IN CHIEF

T

wo key Catholic documents from the United
States Conference of Catholic
Bishops and the Archdiocese
of St. Louis are intended to
help guide Catholic’s votes.
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
created a document called
Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship in 2007
in order to impart Catholic
teaching on the intersection
of faith and politics. The document was re-released in 2011
and then in 2015. The Archdiocese of St. Louis also created
a document that was revised
for March of 2016 entitled Political Process Guidelines for
Parishes, Schools, and Agencies in the light of the USCCB’s original document.
The main purpose of the
USCCB’s 42-page document

was to assist the Catholic lay
people in forming their consciences in order to understand and exercise their rights
in the democracy of this country. The Archdiocese’s 14-page
document is intended to be
used for parishes, schools, and
agencies in order to “engage in
leadership in local discussion,
decision-making, and policy
formation.”
Each document stresses
the importance of participation in public life, specifically
voting in elections, yet each
document has a different
mission. While one exists to
provide guidelines (the do’s
and dont’s of politics) during
an election process, the other
seeks to educate the general
United States on the issues at
hand in the Catholic Church
and what the Church believes
on such issues.
The Church, both docu-

ments say, does not specifically tell Catholics whom to vote
for, but helps to assist Catholic
voters learn about the issues
and the mission of the Church
in order to make a decision
on which candidate the voter
believes protects those values
the most.
The Archdiocese’s Political Process Guidelines emphasizes the education of students
in elementary and secondary
schools while also keeping in
mind the overhead notion of
the dignity and respect of all
human life. This can be done
through curriculum and instruction, where the Catholic Church’s views on certain
social and political issues can
be incorporated in classes like
theology.
“For Catholics, faith cannot be separated from citizenship, and moral convictions
cannot be separated from
civic decisions. When making any educational decision,
Catholic educators need to
give primary consideration to
the mission of Catholic education and to the best interests
of the students entrusted to
their care. In particular, curriculum and instruction decisions need to be made with
proper consideration of their
potential impact on Catholic
identity and their pedagogical
value,” the document states.
Also, the document says
that “educating students about
the political process and about
Catholic moral and social
teaching is not a ‘one time

event’” but rather an ongoing
discussion and education, like
in theology courses.
This education of students falls right in line with Issues Day and its mission to inform students of the Church’s
views on political and social
issues of the time; this year’s
Issues Day focused on refugees and migration, pro-life
issues, and the intersection of
poverty and race.
“It’s gotten clear in the
last four or five years—maybe
even in the last couple—with
the leadership of Dr. Moran
and then very clearly, after he
left, continued by Mr. Laughlin, who I sort of see as on
point, and that is that we simply don’t bring candidates into
advocate for their own election,” said Assistant Principle
for Mission Jim Linhares,
discussing the idea of Issues
Day. “We are very comfortable with having speakers into
education issues as long as
the education/advocacy they
are doing does not contradict
Catholic teaching.”
The bishops, in Forming
Consciences, focus on the issues that arise in the social
and political sphere, yet “do
not intend to tell Catholics for
whom to or against whom to
vote.” They do not see their
document as a voter’s guide,
but instead see it as a resource
for Catholic voters to use for
prayer and reflection on the
current issues. The Church,
they say, doesn’t “easily fit ideologies of ‘right’ or ‘left,’ ‘lib-

eral’ or ‘conservative.’” They
want this document to form
consciences, not tell the people who to vote for.
“What they’re basically
saying is ‘We are telling you
that you have to see the obligation of these issues very
directly and very keenly, and
yet, we’re not going to tell
you how to vote. We are saying that as you inform your
conscience, you’re not doing
a very good job of informing
your conscience if you don’t
keep this hierarchical view of
important things in mind.”
said Linhares.
While the Church sees
that the current political rancor could make Catholic’s “feel
politically disenfranchised,”
they encourage Catholics to
renew their engagement in
politics and “become actively
involved,” the bishops say.
Linhares was emphatic
in his message to SLUH about
what these documents mean

when it comes to voting with
one’s conscience.
“Your conscience is this
place where you’re being
shown what the truth is; you’re
becoming aware of what the
truth is that you didn’t create. You didn’t decide,” said
Linhares. “That’s the nature of
conscience according to the
Catholic Church.”
“You have to see the
world as it is, you have to with
this grateful, loving, and responsible heart, you have to
decide where you’re voting,”
Linhares said. “When you
walk into the voting booth or
when you take action of any
other kind, and that is a heavy
responsibility, and what we’re
saying to SLUH students is—
and what I think those documents are saying is—you don’t
get to walk away from that responsibility.”
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Bottom of the Ballot: Bills and Amendments appearing on the Ballot
Candidates for state and federal positions
aren’t the only thing that appear on your 2016
election ballot. Every state has their own set of
measures, taxes and bills, submitted either by
citizens via signature petitions or state legislatures. In eighteen states, including Missouri,
these can include amendments to the state constitutions. Voting on these policies are just as
important, if not more than important, than
the candidates, so the Prep News has put together a brief guide to what will appear at the
bottom of your ballots on November 8. This
way you’re not left in the dark at the voting
booth.
Note: all seven of these policies require a
simple majority to be approved.
Constitutional Amendment 1
Wording on ballot: Shall Missouri continue for 10 years the one-tenth of one percent tax that is used for soil and water conservation and for state parks and historic sites,
and resubmit this tax to the voters for approval in 10 years? The measure continues and
does not increase the existing sale and use
tax of one-tenth of one percent for 10 years.
The measure would continue to generate approximately $90 million annually for soil and
water conservation and the operation of the
state park system.
Summary: If this amendment is passed,
the tax, which instituted a 1/10th of 1% sales
and use tax, would continue for 10 more
years. This tax is used to generate funds for
conservation and operation of state parks. If
not approved, the tax will end and not appear
on future ballots.
Constitutional Amendment 2
Wording on ballot: Shall the Missouri
Constitution be amended to: establish limits
on campaign contributions by individuals
or entities to political parties, political committees, or committees to elect candidates
for state or judicial office; prohibit individuals and entities from intentionally concealing the source of such contributions; require
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corporations or labor organizations to meet
certain requirements in order to make such
contributions; and provide a complaint process and penalties for any violations of this
amendment? It is estimated this proposal will
increase state government costs by at least
$118,000 annually and have an unknown
change in costs for local governmental entities. Any potential impact to revenues for
state and local government entities is unknown.
Summary: If this amendment is passed,
individuals would be unable to donate more
than $2,600 to a state legislative candidate (it
would not apply to those running for the U.S.
House and Senate), and be limited to $25,000
donations to political parties. It would prevent direct campaign donations from large
corporations and unions. Supporters say that
it would prevent large donors and corporations from excessive political influence, while
critics either claim it does too little to limit
donors or it limits the right of free speech.
Constitutional Amendment 3
Wording on ballot: Shall the Missouri
Constitution be amended to: increase taxes
on cigarettes each year through 2020, at
which point the additional tax will total 60
cents per pack of 20; create a fee paid by cigarette wholesalers of 67 cents per pack of 20
on certain cigarettes, which fee shall increase
annually; and deposit funds generated by
these taxes and fees into a newly established
Early Childhood Health and Education Trust
Fund? When cigarette tax increases are fully
implemented, estimated additional revenue
to state government is $263 million to $374
million annually, with limited estimated
implementation costs. The revenue will fund
only programs and services allowed by the
proposal. The fiscal impact to local governmental entities is unknown.
Summary: The amendment would increase the tax on packs of cigarettes from 17
cents to 77 cents, with the tax increasing 15
cents a year until 2020, when it reaches 77
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Note: Missouri has another cigarette tax
on the ballot, Proposition A, which gradually increases the tax to an eventual 23 cent
increase by 2021. If both this proposition and
Amendment 3 pass, courts would likely decide which would take effect.
Constitutional Amendment 4
Wording on ballot: Shall the Missouri
Constitution be amended to prohibit a new
state or local sales/use or other similar tax on
any service of transaction that was not subject to a sales/use or similar tax as of January
1, 2015? Potential costs to state and local governmental entities are unknown, but could
be significant. The proposal’s passage would
impact governmental entities’ ability to revise
their tax structures. State and local governments expect no saving from this proposal.
Summary: This amendment would prevent new state and local sales/use taxes on
any service or activity (haircuts, veterinary
services, etc.). These services are currently
not taxed in Missouri anyway, but supporters believe it to be a safeguard against future
measures of the sort, such as service taxes
recently passed in North Carolina and Washington. Opponents say it would limit the government’s ability to fund services.
Constitutional Amendment 6
Wording on ballot: Shall the Constitution of Missouri be amended to state that
voters may be required by law, which may be
subject to exception, to verify one’s identity,
citizenship, and residence by presenting identification that may include valid governmentissued photo identification? The proposed
amendment will result in no costs or savings
because any potential costs would be due to

the enactment of a general law allowed by this
proposal. If such a general law is enacted, the
potential costs to state and local governments
is unknown, but could exceed $2.1 million
annually.
Summary: This amendment would require voters to present photo ID at polling
places. Those without photo ID would be permitted to vote by signing an affidavit (a written statement confirmed by oath, normally
used in court). Supporters say it prevents voter fraud, while opponents say it would isolate
those without photo ID, and that there is no
significant voting fraud problem.
Proposition A
Wording on ballot: Shall Missouri law
be amended to: increase taxes on cigarettes
in 2017, 2019, and 2021, at which point this
additional tax will total 23 cents per pack of
20; increase the tax paid by sellers on other
tobacco products by 5 percent of manufacturer’s invoice price; use funds generated by
these taxes exclusively to fund transportation
infrastructure projects; and repeal these taxes
if a measure to increase any tax or fee on cigarettes or other tobacco products is certified to
appear on any local or statewide ballot? State
government revenue will increase by approximately $95 million to $103 million annually
when cigarette and tobacco tax increases are
fully implemented, with the new revenue
earmarked for transportation infrastructure.
Local government revenues could decrease
approximately $3 million annually due to decreased cigarette and tobacco sales.
Summary: This is a cigarette tax similar
to Constitutional Amendment 3, except with
slightly different parameters. The tax will increase every other year (2017, 2019, 2021),
until it reaches its ceiling of an additional 23
cents per pack of 20.
—Compiled by Galen Bacharier.

Senior Voting Survey Results

What’s your campaign slogan?

Reporters
Peter “Send my dad
Money” Curdt
Riley “Make America
Grate Again” McEnery
News Editors
Ben “Ronald Reagan”
Andrew “I threw a wish
Klevorn
in a well” Pluff
Brian “Brains over
Joseph “Don’t ask me I’ll Staff Artists
Brawn” Price
Lancer “Equality for
never tell” Reznikov
none, dumplings for all” Craig “Free Fentress”
Li
Sports Editors
Grzechowiak
Will “Aleppo?” Kramer
Will “In Joe Godar We
Johno “No tears here”
Jack “Lax will save this
Trust” Farroll
Jackson
Andrew “Legalize Duck- nation” Bailey
Nick “Impeach Waters”
weed” Modder
Prainito
Staff
Kyle “I’m a good swimBen “Global Warming is mer” Irvine
Features Editors
Galen “We won’t get im- a Myth” Frailey
Fitz “je pété” Cain
Zach “Give me Liberty or Luke “No Comment”
peached!” Bacharier
Matthew “Remember the give me Chech” Hennes
Veltz
Jake “Brawn over Brains” Joe “Not just Peanuts”
Alamo” Book
Hennes
Gilmore
Nick “Japanese not HaCore Staff
waiian” Gima
Liam “Water isn’t Wet”
Contributing Artists
Jack “Boo is America,
Connolly
Syed “It’s flex time”
America is Boo” Waters
Matt “Same as Waters”
Fakhryzada
Matthew “I am not a
Godar
Crook” Quinlan
Sam “Equality is ComAdvisor
munism” Goedeker
Mr. Ryan “Feudalism
Staff Photographer
Jack “I can’t think of a
Together” McAnany
Brendan “Bad Hombres
slogan” Schweizer
and Nasty Women” Voigt
Moderator
Mr. Steve “Robots will
grade your essays” Missey
Editor in Chief
Sam “Dictatorship!”
Chechik

cents. Off-brand sellers would pay an additional tax of 67 cents, totaling $1.27. Supporters say it would improve public health and
lower health care costs, while critics complain
that revenue would go to private schools, and
wouldn’t be distributed through the legislature.

Art Directors
Ian “The government
is corrupt and so am I”
Mulvihill
Joe “Free Me”
Fentress

The PN 81 Editors sent out a poll to the Class of 2017 asking who would be voing
in the election this coming week. Out of the 171 students that responded, 101 said they
were not old enough to vote, 60 said they were going to vote, and ten said that although
they are old enough, they will not be voting.

Photo of the Week

Junior Will Rudder after the victory at Districts this past Saturday.

photo | Brendan Voigt

NEWS

November 4, 2016

Prep News
Volume 81, Issue 10

9

Gender Equality survey yields mixed opinions Drive for the Homeless
Do you support
(continued from page 1)
even pertain to us as Ameri- rakes in $4042.15
gender equality?

The second question
asked for students’ feelings
about the word “feminism,”
on a scale of very positive,
positive, indifferent, negative,
and very negative.
About three-fourths of
students expressed either
negative or indifferent opinions about the word, as 115
answered negative, 94 indifferent, and 58 very negative.
Only 90 people took to the
positive side of the word, 60
being positive and 30 very
positive, which made up 25
percent of the responses. 26.3
percent of students claimed
indifference to the word.
“Part of the mission of
the club is to try to change
that view of feminism and
for people to see it in a more
positive light,” said Johnson.
“We’re going to try to work on
getting people to care about
gender inequality and how
women are treated in this
country.”
Students had the option
to elaborate on their attitudes
for this question.
Several students expressed the idea that feminism is a good idea and a
worthwhile movement, but
they believe there are many
“radical” feminists who want
women to be superior to men.
However, some students
responded that SLUH is an allmale school and should not be
concerned with feminism and
sexism in our community, or
that gender inequality doesn’t

What
is your
attitude
towards
the word
feminism?

On a scale from 1-5,
how prevalent is
sexism at SLUH?
1= not prevelent
5= very prevelent

Do society’s views/
your peers’ views
reflect gender
equality?

can citizens.
The third question asked
students how pervasive sexism is at SLUH, ranging from
one being not pervasive at all
to five being very pervasive.
The responses were
quite varied, as 69 students
responded one, 122 two, 86
three, 68 four, and 12 five. 78
percent of all lie on the side
of sexism being uncommon
at SLUH (one to three), and
these responses came from
all four grade levels, not only
underclassmen who may have
not been exposed to this issue
yet in their SLUH careers.
Students had the option
to explain their response and
discuss any experiences in
which they have seen sexism
at SLUH.
Students at one end of
the spectrum commented
that since SLUH is an all-male
school, sexism really can’t be a
prevalent issue unless it is directed towards the faculty and
staff.
At the other end, 22 percent noted how they have personally experienced issues of
gender inequality at SLUH,
especially with the treatment of female teachers being
worse than the treatment of
male teachers. Also, many students mentioned the derogatory terms thrown around by
people in the hallways and
how some guys at SLUH only
regard women as objects.
“(Feminism) is looked on
in a negative light,” said John-

(continued from page 1)

specifically to the emergency
men’s shelter,” said Anzalone.
The Senior Pastoral Team
tried many different forms of
promotion to try to reach the
goal of $1000 and 1000 items,
including large banners in
the hallways throughout the
school, according to Anzalone.
Although Issues Day
caused the pastoral team to
not be able to do a prayer
service for every class, they
still did one for the freshman
class and wrote the afternoon
prayers everyday this past
week.
“One way we got the
word out was through a very
artistic video made by Lancer Li that was shown at the
freshman prayer service and
at lunch,” said senior Blake
Johnson.
Even though the drive
had a slow start, SLUH exceeded its goal in the back half
son. “Feminism has a negative
connotation nowadays and
I think social media is a big
part of that.”
The final question asked
if students thought society’s
views or the views of their
peers reflected gender equality, basically asking them if
they lived in a community
that supports gender equality.
Eighty-six students responded yes to this question, while
an enormous 271 said no.
The goal of SLUH4GE

of the drive with help from a
large collection at Mother/Son
Mass.
“I was nervous at first
because our first few days
were really slow, but we really gained traction this week
and a lot of items came in,”
said Anzalone. “We collected
over $3000 at the Mother/Son
Mass, which exceeded our
monetary goal.”
The Drive total came to
$4042.15 and 2105 items.

artwork | Craig Grzechowiak

is not to try to campaign and
force people into supporting
feminism and gender equality. Rather, its members strive
to educate people on the issue and get them interested
or involved in the issue. Many
students responded to being
indifferent to this issue, and
SLUH4GE hopes to get more
people to care about a very
important issue in the political sphere today.

Speakers share experiences with racial injustice at Man2Man

A speaker at Man2Man last Thursday.

(continued from page 1)

Kamal, Bishop Z.T. Davis,
Chester Deanes, Alfred Long,
Rev. Robert White, Adam
Long, Courtney Orlando, and
Joseph Anderson.
“It ran the gamut emotionally, there were words of
anger, but also just words of
calm wisdom and acknowledgment,” said librarian
Lynne Casey.
ACES Moderator Frank
Kovarik was especially struck
by Kamal’s presentation.
Kamal spoke about his
son, Abdul Wakil-Kamal, who
was shot and killed by police
in New Jersey. According to
Kamal, his son was shot 15
times, with the majority of

the shots fired while he was
already on the ground.
“He was very direct,
challenging, and angry,” said
Kovarik. “You could feel the
emotion radiating off of him,
and it was that way with a lot
of the speakers.”
Many attendees especially appreciated the honesty and
passion with which the speakers shared their stories.
“It was pretty uncensored, so you really got to
see the way the men felt,”
said senior Anthony Hughes.
“People often hold back the
thoughts they want to say
or the way they want to say
them, and you don’t get to see
the way they actually feel. But
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the speakers talked without
restriction.”
“They were all electrifying,” said Kovarik. “We had
a microphone, of course,
but they were just blasting
through the sound system because they were so passionate,
and the experiences they were
talking about were so raw. To
me, it was just a real gift to
have someone open up their
heart like that and allow you
to kind of put yourself in their
shoes and understand their
experience.”
“It almost felt like a oneon-one talk because it was so
intimate,” said Krueger. “It
was a very powerful experience.”

While SLUH has brought
in speakers to discuss racial
inequality before—such as
Dr. Tiffany Anderson during
Dooley Week last year—this
event was different for attendees.
“I wasn’t expecting to
hear anything I hadn’t heard
before, but I haven’t ever
heard a testimony like this
before,” said junior Teddy
Washington. “I thought it was
something that needed to be
said--there was a lot of raw
emotion and raw testament.”
Though most had a positive experience with the night,
some attendees felt attacked
by some of the comments
made. The Young Conser-

vatives Club posted a much
talked about picture on its
Instagram account expressing
frustration; the post was deleted the next day.
“A lot of people might
have felt attacked and alarmed
because it was very explicit;
it wasn’t sugarcoated. It expressed true emotion and true
feeling,” said junior Delton
Utsey. “I think the message
was ‘Hey, we’re hurting, and
this is a real thing. This is no
joke and we can give you a
physical testimony.’ It wasn’t
to offend people.”
Man2Man was born out
of a previous event known
as Mother2Mother, where
black mothers speak to white
mothers about the struggles
they face each day because of
their color. Long attended one
of these events and liked the
idea, thinking that the idea
could be applied to black and
white men as well. He then
approached Griffin about his
idea, and Man2Man was born.

The first event was
held in January 2015 at Citygarden Montessori School,
and it was wildly successful.
Long wanted a larger venue
for the second event, so he
approached Casey, who put
him in contact with ACES
moderators Kovarik and Dan
Schuler, as well as Sterling
Brown, Director of Diversity.
Though Long reached out to
SLUH last spring, there was
not enough time to do it before the end of the year. However, because they thought the
event was worthwhile, they
planned it for this year.
“If we’re going to see ourselves as a leader in the community and men for others,
we have to understand the
experience of others,” said
Kovarik. “Too often in St.
Louis we live in our little segregated bubbles and we live
our lives disconnected from
people whose experiences are
different.”

SLUHtique
What: An event hosted by Mother’s Club. Over 60
vendors will feature a variety of comtemporary jewelry, home and holiday decor, clothing, and many,
many exclusive SLUH and Billiken logo items.
When: Sunday, Nov 20, 11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Where: SLUH Si Commons
All proceeds support the Mothers’ Club activities
which benefit SLUH students, faculty and staff and
the students of Loyola Academy.

Rudder’s heroics lift soccer past Chaminade,
MCC: 25 years of
Jackson, team looks to quarterfinals against CBC competition, respect,
and sportsmanship
Will Farroll and Andrew
Modder
SPORTS EDITORS

W

X marks the spot: junior Will Rudder (right) after his goal against Chaminade last weekend.

Jack Waters
STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity soccer team won
both the District title against
Chaminade and the Sectional
title against Jackson in the
past week, clinching a spot in
the State quarterfinals for the
first time since 2013.
The team traveled to
Chaminade last Saturday to
square off against the rival
Red Devils. SLUH played
Chaminade in their season
opener back on Aug. 20, when
they won 5-4 in pentaly kicks
after a scoreless regulation.
Before the game even began, the Jr. Bills had already
taken a severe blow: seniors
Brandon Trusler and Jeff Walter both did not play due to
injury.
“We’ve stepped up all
year, so we have a way to pick
each other up and just kind of
play through it,” said senior
Donovan Ditto.
After the Red Devils had
a few scoring chances in the
first ten minutes, the U. High
started to take control of the

match. SLUH’s best first half
chance came when junior Pietro Nicastro struck a bullet
that was destined for the top
right corner, but a Chaminade
defender headed the ball out
of the air. The first half ended
in a 0-0 deadlock.
Eight minutes into the
second half, SLUH found the
bit of magic they needed to
finally finish off an opportunity. Junior forward Will Rudder settled a cross with a high
touch, brought the ball down,
side-stepped the goalie and
buried the shot to give the Jr.
Billikens a 1-0 lead.
The goal was Rudder’s
first of the season, and it was
a goal that broke a cold streak.
“My confidence was
down all year. I just think in
that game my confidence was
up, it was really nice,” said
Rudder.
However, Rudder wasn’t
satisfied with only one goal.
With thirteen minutes left to
play in the half, junior Ray
Goedeker sent in a perfect ball
that found the foot of Rudder,
who put away the shot for his

second goal of the night.
“We know he (Rudder)
can score, he’s a pretty good
player,” said junior goalkeeper
Alec Meissner. “When we see
him succeed, it’s good for us
and takes some stress off of
the other strikers.”
With three minutes left
in the game, Rudder made
another impressive run down
the right side of the field and
clanked a shot off the left post,
which rebounded right to
Ditto who tapped it in for a
commanding three-goal lead.
“I think we’ve had some
key players step up, like (junior Peter) Kickham in the
middle and (sophomore
Alex) Lehmann coming in,
they played really well in the
Chaminade game,” said Rudder.
“We’ve been showing a
tendency to put the ball in the
net and when we do we win,”
said head coach Charlie Martel. “When we score a goal, we
typically win. But when we
score two or three … there’s
a really good chance we’re going to win that game.”
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The Jr. Bills’ defense of
Nicastro, junior Kurt Schumacher, senior Carson Berry
and junior Billy Hughes
remained strong throughout the contest, stifling any
chances that were presented
by the Red Devils.
“That’s really the number
one aspect of our team, our
defense. We just try to hold
teams off and hope we can get
that goal,” said Martel.
SLUH won 3-0 to win the
District title against the Red
Devils for the second consecutive year.
“Starting off the postseason with a big win is always
nice,” said Rudder. “It gets the
team pumped up. I think that
was key for us, the energy was
up.”
The Jr. Bills were gifted
with another shutout performance from Meissner, his
13th of the season. Meissner
has been playing with a cast
on his arm in the last couple
weeks due to surgery to repair
a fractured hand.
“I thought it was going to

hether you’re walking
into the football stadium or taking a look at the
basketball court on the St.
Louis U. High campus, you
can see the familiar picture of
Saint Louis IX under the Arch
with the words “Metro Catholic Conference” written across
it. This year marks the 25th
anniversary of the historic
conference’s existence since
its inception in 1991.
The idea for the conference was formed in the spring
of 1990 when Chaminade
High School called a meeting
of all the athletic directors of
Catholic, private high schools
in the area in order to address
the problem of scheduling
games, which had become increasingly hard to do.
After meeting at De Smet
to discuss ideas, they came
up with the idea to create a
conference that included all
the schools at the meeting:
SLUH, Chaminade, Vianney,
CBC, and De Smet. In addition they also reached out to
other Catholic high schools in

continued on page 11

the bi-state area for participation in the conference.
“St. Mary’s wasn’t big
enough and they didn’t have
some of the sports we participated in. Althoff was too small
also and they were worried
about how their girls would
fit in, and the same thing with
Duchesne,” said former Athletic Director Dick Wehner.
“We even reached out to St.
Francis Borgia, but they felt
that with their numbers they
could not compete in a league
like that.”
The five athletic directors then went back to their
schools and floated the idea
to the principals and presidents, who approved it with
eagerness, leading to the formation of the conference in
1991. It was called the MCC
after Wehner came up with
the name and pitched it to
the board of directors, who all
agreed.
During the year of formation, there was a contest
among students of the high
schools to design a possible
logo for the conference. After
many entries, a logo from a

continued on page 11
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Football suffers crushing loss to Hazelwood Central 18-17; Kornfeld’s last game
Brian Price and Nick
Prainito

REPORTERS		

D

espite suffering a heartbreaking loss last weekend in a thriller against Hazelwood Central, the St. Louis U.
High varsity football team did
not come home empty-handed. After all, a school record
was broken, and the defense
was spectacular throughout
the game.
The Jr. Bills were almost
able to pull off what no other
team did this season: beat the
undefeated Hawks. The Jr.
Bills led the Hawks from Hazelwood Central for most of
the game, but with five minutes left in the fourth quarter,
the Hawks broke through for
what would be the winning
touchdown. The loss ended
Sophomore Jaylan Jones in last Saturday’s game.
photo | Dominik Skroska the team’s season with a 6-5

record and ended their bid
for a State title. The game was
also head coach Gary Kornfeld’s last.
After SLUH had to punt
on its first possession, the
Hazelwood Central running
back cut to the right of the Jr.
Bills defense and easily sprinted down the sideline into the
end zone for a 44-yard touchdown. After a missed extra
point, the Hawks had a 6-0
lead.
On both drives, the Jr.
Bills and the Hawks ran the
ball a majority of the time,
an early sign that the rush
game would be dominant.
SLUH was focused on short,
three to four yard rushes to
slowly gain yardage, while the
Hawks’ running game was
based on trying to break out
for long runs in the open field.

Kornfeld knew the constant, pounding style of offense would be necessary going into the game.
“We thought we could
grind (our drives) out a little
bit, and we were able to do
that. We felt like we had to go
right at them, and that’s what
we were able to capitalize on,”
said Kornfeld.
A few drives later, a
number of powerful runs by
senior running back Andrew
Clair set up a two-yard toss by
senior quarterback Mitchell
Batschelett to junior wide receiver Daniel Terry for the Jr.
Bills’ first touchdown. Senior
kicker Joe Rogan hit the extra
point for a 7-6 lead.
Terry then intercepted a
Hawk pass and returned it all
the way to the Hazelwood 21yard line, but a few plays later,

Rogan missed a 43-yard field
goal.
SLUH’s defense continued its dominance, forcing
a three-and-out to end the
quarter. Early in the second
quarter, after a Jr. Bill fumble,
the defense came up big once
more, forcing a turnover on
downs with just under ten
minutes left.
Later in the third quarter,
a Batschelett interception set
up a Hawks drive, but senior
defensive end Davion Nash
sacked the quarterback on
the first play of the drive, appearing to force a fumble. The
referees disagreed, despite
strong disapproval from the
Jr. Bills’ players and fans. They
did, however, penalize the
Hawks for a personal foul, allowing the defense to stop the

continued on page 12
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XC survives Sectionals, clinches spot
at 24th straight State championship
Andrew Modder
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity cross country team
sprinted its way into the State
meet this weekend with a
third place finish in the Class
4 Sectional 2 race at Warrenton High School. Rock Bridge
took home the Sectional title
with a mere 21 points, followed by Jefferson City with
59, then SLUH at 90.
After strong showings at
the MCC Championship and
Districts, the Jr. Bills were
looking to continue that momentum and teamwork they
had used to be successful in
those races.
“Our general expectation
was that we could try and repeat our performance from
Districts,” said head coach Joe
Porter. “We wanted to focus
on our one to five gap and
keep ourselves in a pack as
much as possible.”
Going into the meet,
Rock Bridge was certainly
the favorite to win, but SLUH
hoped that it could fight hard
against Jefferson City for that
second place spot. This could
only happen if the team ran as
a unit and worked together to
fend off other teams, but the
Jr. Bills struggled a lot with
that.
“We needed to work on
pack running, and since we
were fragmented, that was a
little tough,” said senior William Kelly. “I really think we
can do that with a bigger, less
windy course.”
“We had some missteps

Kyle Irvine
Burka didn’t run his best race,
struggling a little in the second mile, it was still enough
for him to earn a medal.
Sophomore Reed Milnor
made a huge contribution to
the team score as he came in
as the third SLUH runner in
28th place. Milnor stepped it
up and ran a great race to help
out the runners who were
struggling, earning a medal
for his time of 17:24.
“Reed Milnor fought a
heck of a race, finishing third
on our team,” said Laughlin.
“He really stepped up to the
plate.”
Milnor has been making
strides as the season has gone
on, and his improvement is
evident considering his top
three finish on the team in an
important and competitive
race like Sectionals.
Sophomore Patrick Hetlage finished fourth for the
Bills, coming in at 17:39, putting him in 36th place overall. Kelly finished just behind
Hetlage in 38th place at 17:40.
Though they had a tough day,
the rest of the team helped
them to focus positively on
the next race.
“I think the thing I am
most grateful for and that we
do really well was using that
cohesive team unit because I
did not have a very good race,
and the guys were telling me
to put it behind me because I
can beat myself up a little bit.
That was awesome,” said Kelly.
“We’ve had a pretty good season so far, and everyone’s going to have one bad race, like

together as long as possible
throughout the race.
“We are trying to keep
it like a normal race,” said
Laughlin. “There’s nothing
magic about the State meet,
we just have to focus on running together in packs and being aggressive.”
SLUH will be running Laughlin, Leeker, Kelly,
Burka, Hetlage, Milnor, and
freshman Noah Scott in the
State meet. There is not a very
high chance of the team winning the title this year due to
the amazing depth of the field
that qualified.
“We do not have a shot
at the title this year. There are
just too many strong teams,”
said Porter. “I would hope for
us to finish in the top eight.”
For seniors like Laughlin,
Leeker, and Kelly, this will be
their final race in a SLUH uniform, and they’re looking to
go out with a bang.
“I am incredibly proud to
wear this SLUH uniform one
last time, to run with the guys
one last time, and I hope we
leave everything on the course
Saturday,” said Laughlin. “I
have faith in the underclassmen, so I guess it’s time for the
last race.”
“My goals for State are
simply to have everyone run
to the best of their ability, that
doesn’t necessarily mean setting a PR or anything like that,
it means you’re working with
your teammates, doing things
like lengthening your strides
at the tops of hills, things you
have cultivated from your
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off the line and had trouble
grouping up like we normally
do and it affected our racing,”
said Porter.
The course was tighter
and featured more turns than
the team was used to, and
the really big field of runners
on a tight course made the
problem worse because it was
harder to pass other runners.
Senior Joe Laughlin continued to fill the top spot for
the Jr. Bills, competing with
three Rock Bridge runners,
especially in his first mile,
which he ran in exactly five
minutes. He medaled in seventh place overall with a time
of 16:43, claiming the honor
of First Team All-Sectional.
“I had a tough race, I definitely left something out there
on the course,” said Laughlin. “Not my best race, but
the team qualified through to
State so that’s all we needed.”
Junior
Paul
Burka
crossed second for SLUH in
17:14, placing 21st. Although

Swim and Dive wins sixth
consecutive MCC title
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anything else, you just gotta
put it behind you.”
Kelly especially emphasized the difficulty in passing
people and how it was very
easy to get trapped for a long
period of time because of the
tight course and large field of
runners.
“I got out a little slow,
and I think that was because
how windy the course was,”
said Kelly. “Because of how
cramped the field was and
how cramped the course was,
I let that get to my head.”
Seniors Roman Lipinski
and Thomas Leeker filled the
last two finishing spots for
SLUH, with Lipinski coming
in 40th at 17:48 and Leeker in
47th at 18:04.
Despite these struggles in
the Sectional meet, the team
is looking to refocus and get
itself in sync and ready for
the State meet this upcoming
weekend. Porter will continue
to stress the importance of
running in packs and staying

time at SLUH cross country,”
said Kelly.
The Jr. Bills are one of
the competitors in the Class 4
race, which kicks off at 10:40
a.m. at the Oak Hills Golf
Center in Jefferson City.

REPORTER

T

he Jr. Bills turned up the
heat in the water this past
week, winning their sixth consecutive MCC championship.
The Bills made swift work of
the opposing teams—Chaminade, De Smet, Vianney, and
CBC—as they scored a grand
total of 394 points. This was
more than enough to beat
CBC, who came in second
with 311.
SLUH had a number of
good swims. Junior Joe Jellinek dropped over a second
and a half in his 100-yard
breast, clocking a time of
1:05.48 and finishing third.
“For me it’s really about
trusting the process,” said
Jellinek. “I knew I had been
working hard at practice and
my drop was only a matter of
having a good taper and then
executing.”
The great swims from
the Bills didn’t stop there.
The most notable swimmer of
the meet was senior captain
Thomas Nordmann. Drop-

SwimBills hoist the trophy after winning the MCC meet.
photo | Courtesy of Mrs. Mary-Jo Nordmann

ping time in both his 200 IM
(2:10:59) and his 100 freestyle
(52:48), Nordmann was an absolute manatee in the water.
The fun of course didn’t
end there. Once again junior
Barclay Dale flexed his speed
in the 100 backstroke, swimming a time of 53.60, a new
personal best for this exceptional junior, and putting
him within half a second of
the school record. This swim
placed Dale first in the event,
beating out fellow teammate
and friend Joe Feder, who
placed second with a solid

time of 54.68.
“When the crew hits the
water, we mean business,” said
senior sensation Matthew
Book. “It is just an awesome
sight to see the boys tearing
up the lanes into frothy foam
as they barrel down the pool.”
The swimmers will hopefully continue to tear up the
lanes at State this weekend.
Prelims take place today starting at 1:30 p.m. Finals will
then be held tomorrow, with
competition starting at 9 a.m.
The action is taking place at
Saint Peter’s Rec Plex.

25th anniversary of historic conference
(continued from page 10)

student from Vianney became
the face of the MCC, and, 25
years later, is still the current
logo.
Then the group’s attention became focused on figuring out what sports would be
affiliated with the conference,
and how to make the decision
on which ones couldn’t be included.
Football, soccer, basketball, track, baseball, golf, and
tennis all associate themselves
with the MCC currently. Volleyball and water polo have
expressed interest in joining
the conference, and ultimate
frisbee, rugby, lacrosse, and
ice hockey are also potential
candidates for new sports entering the MCC.
“Those are possibilities
now of those sports coming
to the league and saying, ‘Hey,
we want to fall underneath
your umbrella,’” said Wehner.
“But, if you fall underneath
the umbrella, then you have to
follow the rules we have as far
as each sport is concerned.”
Of course, being the
Metro Catholic Conference,
the founders could not forget
putting emphasis on the Catholic part, and how competing
schools should always treat

each other with respect and
show proper sportsmanship
no matter the outcome of the
competition.
“As Catholic schools, we
all represent something bigger than ourselves and it is
important to remember that,”
said Vianney interim principal and head basketball coach
Kevin Walsh. “We may battle
on the court or on the field
but we come together when
we need to.”
Another thing that the
MCC prides itself in is the
talent and quality of all of its
coaches, and how they have
created and mentored teams
that have dominated certain
sports and garnered many
championships since the
MCC’s founding.
“I think when you look
at football, soccer, basketball,
baseball, track, tennis, golf,
volleyball, and I know I’m
leaving out some sports, this
league has dominated high
school sports since its inception in 1990,” said Wehner.
The conference has
boasted high competition in
all of its sports and continues
to dominate, priding itself onn
the exceptional of its teams.
“I was on Maxpreps two
years ago, and they rated our

baseball conference fifth best
conference in the country,
which blew me away,” said
head baseball coach Steve
Nicollerat. “I think it’s the
most balanced conference for
all the sports of all the teams.
It’s good in all of them and I’m
really proud of that.”
The entire atmosphere of
being in the MCC or being a
part of an MCC rivalry game
is an incredible experience for
the coaches and players who
have the opportunity to be a
part of it.
“I love everything about
our league. There is nothing
that I don’t like about it. You
see the top players and teams
year in and year out,” said
Walsh. “If you go back over
the years, even if a team is 1-7
or 2-6 in the MCC, they are a
dangerous opponent for everyone and usually they give
the top-tier teams everything
they want.”
As you attend sports
games this year, keep in mind
the tradition and sportsmanship of the longest tenured
conference that St. Louis University High has been a part of
and enjoy the great competition that comes along with being a part of the MCC.

Mummified Meissner leads soccer to wins while
playing with cast
(continued from page 10)

be a lot harder, but it’s acually
not that hard,” said Meissner.
“I can still move most of my
hand, so I’m using what I got.”
With the victory against
Chaminade, SLUH earned
their spot in the sectional final
against Jackson at home. Last
season, SLUH lost in their
sectional matchup against De
Smet.
An unfamiliar opponent
to the Jr. Bills, Jackson held a
record of 19-2 going into the
game.
Jackson shocked the stout
SLUH defense just three and a

half minutes into the game.
A clear by Meissner resulted
in a corner kick for Jackson,
and the opposing player put
a beautiful ball right onto the
head of a Jackson player who
headed it into the top right
of the net. SLUH was quickly
down 1-0.
“I wasn’t really worried,”
said Ditto. “We were pressuring them pretty well.”
However, Rudder and
the Jr. Bills quickly responded. Just three minutes after
Jackson’s goal, Rudder’s heroics continued when he used
beautiful skill moves to beat

multiple Jackson defenders
and hit a bouncing shot into
the bottom right corner to tie
the match at one.
After the game-tying
goal, the Jr. Bills never looked
back. With ten minutes left
in the first half, Schumacher
played a great ball to Hughes
who finished to put the Jr. Billikens up 2-1 at halftime.
Twelve minutes into
the second half, the U. High
sealed the victory when Ditto
played a through ball to Goedeker, who powered home a
shot into the bottom left corner which extended the lead

to two.
“We were just thinking
‘We can’t lose to these guys,’”
said Goedeker.
The match ended with a
3-1 victory, which set the stage
for a state quarterfinals match
on the road against CBC tomorrow at 6 p.m. SLUH has
played their conference rival
three times this season, losing
1-0 and 2-0 and winning 1-0
in the CYC Tournament final.
“I think we know we
can beat them,” said Rudder. “We’re going to have that
mindset going in that we can
beat them.”
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Mother Son Mass
Hundreds of students
and their mothers congregated at SLUH last Sunday
for the annual Mother-Son
Mass and brunch. A highlight
of the morning that brought
many in attendance to tears
were the sentimental speeches
by seniors Sam Chechik and
Sam Grasso that followed the
Mass. “It was really impactful
to hear what a senior has to
say about his mom after going
through four years at SLUH,”
says Simone Anzalone, a coordinator of the event. Bringing
in a record attendance, this
year’s brunch was extremely
successful.

November 4, 2016

Friday, November 4

Regular Schedule

AP

District Band
Hundreds of students
from the St. Louis area came
to SLUH to try out for both
the District concert and jazz
bands on Tuesday evening.
The young musicians practiced scales and short pieces
called “etudes” for the past few
months and then performed
them in a blind audition to
compete for a spot in the District band and an opportunity
to try out for state jazz or concert band.

process of solving philosophical puzzles. The club, which
meets weekly, offers students
the opportunity to participate
in discussions with each other
about philosophical ideas.
“Philosophy Club is not a class
in philosophy. Rather, it is a
forum for discussing issues
philosophically,” says James
Philosophy Club
Page, S.J., faculty leader of the
The SLUH Philosophy club. Philosophy Club meets
Club is providing an environ- on Tuesdays during activity
ment where students can learn period in J121.
about philosophy through the

League of Legends Club
The world’s current
most popular game, League
of Legends, has made its way
into the SLUH community.
Founder Nolan Lodholz first
began the idea of making a
club for this online strategy
game after discovering that a
few of his classmates shared
this similar interest. The club
currently has 22 members and
is looking to keep growing.
—Fitz Cain, Fitz Lodes,
Zach Hennes, Joe Gilmore

Rogan breaks record as season ends

Snack—Chicken Nuggets
Saint Louis University, Madrid
Savannah College of Art and Design
Junior Class Meeting
Lunch Special—Steak and Cheese Special
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
3:00pm V State Swimming
4:00pm Theater Tech (through Noveber 10)

Saturday, November 5

9:00am V Diving State Finals
10:50am V Cross Country State Meet
12:00pm Ignatian Family Teach-In Meeting
3:00pm V Swimming State Meet
6:00pm V Soccer vs. CBC (Class 4 Quarterfinal)

Sunday, November 6

11:30am Open House
7:45pm JV Hockey vs. Chaminade

Monday, November 7

No Classes

Tuesday, November 8

Regular Schedule

6:00pm Alumni Phone-a-thons
7:00pm ACES Film Screening
7:00pm V Hockey vs. Vianney
AP
Lunch

Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
Special—Chicken Wraps
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
Austin Peay State University
St. Mary’s University of Antonio
3:30pm V1 Racquetball vs. Kirkwood @ Vetta Concord
6:00pm Alumni Phone-a-thons

Wednesday, November 9

Regular Schedule
Confessions
Harmony Prayer Service
Snack—Cinnamon Rolls
Columbia College
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
6:00pm Alumni Phone-a-Thons
AP

Thursday, November 10

Regular Schedule

AP

Snack—Sweet Pretzels
Benedictine College
Lunch Special—Domino’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes
3:30pm V2 Racquetball vs. Lindbergh 2 @ Vetta Concord
6:30pm Junior College Kickoff
8:15pm V Hockey vs. Chaminade

Friday, November 11

Regular Schedule
Snack—Mac and Cheese Bites
Freshman Class Mass
Junior ring orders
Lunch Special—Fried Chicken
Vegetarian—Mashed Potatoes
7:30pm Improv in the theatre
V Soccer @ State Semifinal tournament
AP
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Joe Rogan breaks the St. Louis U. High kicking distance record with a 53-yard field goal.

(continued from page 10)

drive and force another punt.
The Jr. Bills received the
punt at their own 14-yard line
with 3:40 left in the half. The
clock was managed wisely by
SLUH, using two timeouts
and several Clair rushes to get
the ball to around midfield.
Then, with the ball on the Hazelwood Central 37-yard line,
Rogan made SLUH history,
kicking a 53-yard field goal to
extend the lead to 10-6. The
field goal stands as the longest
in school history, topping the
previous record of 51 yards,
which had held for over 40
years.
“Going into the locker
room, we were all really excited,” Rogan said. “We knew
we had scored two times on a
great team. I knew that with
everyone going nuts after the
kick … it was awesome to pick
the team up.”
Senior linebacker Henry
Herzberg picked off a Hawks
pass in the first minute of the
second half. With 8:18 left in
the third quarter, Clair burned
the defense once more for a
12-yard touchdown. After the
extra point, the Jr. Bills held a
commanding 17-6 lead.
But with 43 seconds left,
the Hawks struck back with a
20-yard touchdown run. The

two point conversion failed,
and through three quarters,
the Jr. Bills led 17-12.
The defense was solid
throughout the fourth quarter,
stopping another fourth down
conversion attempt by Hazelwood Central. However, the
offense continued to struggle,
being forced to punt on drive
after drive.
After an excellent punt
to the Hawks seven yard line,
with 6:45 left in the fourth
quarter, the Hawks wasted no
time. They sent two receivers
out long, with three Jr. Bills
covering. With two receivers lining up wide, the Hawks
running back, instead of running, launched a pass downfield. The receiver made the
catch and broke a tackle to get
into open field and cover all 93
yards. After a failed two-point
conversion, the score was 1817.
“After that touchdown,
it was time to turn it up a
notch,” said Clair. “I just had
the mindset that I had to get to
the end zone to win the game,
but penalties really started to
kill us.”
These penalties slowed
three different Jr. Bills’ drives
in the last six minutes of the
game, holding the offense to
just one first down.

With the ball at midfield
with 12 seconds left, Batschelett‘s Hail Mary attempt was
intercepted, sealing the final
score at 18-17 in favor of the
Hawks. The Jr. Bills fans and
players were stunned by such
a heartbreaking loss to one of
the best teams in the state.
Each team relied heavily
on its running backs to keep
the offenses moving throughout the game. In fact, the
quarterbacks combined for
just 23 pass attempts.
Clair powered the SLUH
offense, rushing 32 times for
151 yards and a touchdown,
but despite a strong showing
in yardage, his 4.7 yards per
carry was much lower than
his season average of almost
seven.
“We really wanted to run
the football,” said Kornfeld.
“They were just too athletic
to be able to throw the ball
around a lot. We felt like the
best thing we could do was to
just keep pounding the run
game.”
Unfortunately, Kornfeld
was right in predicting the
difficulty of the passing game.
The Hawks strong secondary held Batschelett to four
completions for just 11 yards,
and forced two interceptions.
The run game for the rest of
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the team struggled as well, as
no other Jr. Bill than Clair had
more than 30.
Defensively, the Jr. Bills
did their best to keep their
offense on the field. Herzberg
played well once again, posting 11 tackles along with his
first interception of the year.
Nash also racked up eight
tackles and another sack, his
team-high for the tenth time
this year. For the most part,
it was the occasional big play
that hurt the defense, as two of
the Hawks touchdowns came
on a 44-yard run and 93-yard
pass.
The game was Kornfeld’s
last, as he is stepping down
after a successful 29-year career. Over his tenure as Jr. Bills
coach, he has collected 212
wins for a winning percentage
of .669. His teams have won 14
district championships, and
he was awarded Coach of the
Year in 1991 by the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch.
Kornfeld will be inducted
into the Missouri Football
Coaches’ Association Hall of
Fame in December. He announced that he would be
stepping down as football
coach after this season in August. The future football coach
has yet to be announced.

Congratulations to the Captains for
the 2017 Varsity Water Polo team:

Thomas Nordmann and
Brandon Trusler

All Saints Day Mass

Freshman Micah See reading the first reading.
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Senior Dan Pitts leading “Oh When the Saints Go
Marching In” to conclude the homily.
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