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Open House attracts 260 families, features more
interactive club tables, energetic Commons

Harmony Prayer
Service brings 140
high school students
together to discuss race
BY Ben Klevorn
REPORTER 		

S

Senior Matt Quinlivan explaining the Russian program to a prospective family.
BY Jake Hennes and Matt
Dorsey
STAFF, REPORTER

P

rospective students from
154
different
grade
schools and 62 different zip
codes filled the halls of Saint
Louis U. High for Open
House last Sunday. This annual admissions event gives
prospective students the opportunity to tour the school,

talk to teachers and coaches,
and interact with some clubs.
A little more than 260
families attended the event,
down from last year’s 300.
Out of these families, 64 percent were seventh graders,
22 percent were eighth graders, eleven percent were sixth
graders, and three percent
were fifth graders.
“The slight decrease in

families is probably due to
the other opportunities there
are to visit SLUH,” said Assistant Director of Admissions
Adam Cruz. “For example,
we had more people at SLUH
Night than we have ever had
before and many people do
Inside SLUH visits.”
Approximately 160 different tour guides showed
prospective students the
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school while sharing their experiences.
“I can vividly remember
being in the same position as
many of the middle schoolers
that I guided around school,”
said junior Thomas Hartnagel. “It was an awesome feeling to show them the school
with the same excitement that
I admired in my tour guide

continued on page 4

aint Louis U. High hosted the annual Harmony
Prayer Service yesterday, led
by the Association for Cultural Enrichment at SLUH
(ACES), which brings high
school students together for
prayer and discussion about
racial issues.
Nearly 140 high school
students from a dozen schools
participated in this event.
Many other area schools have
a group similar to ACES, and
many of them are members
of the Harmony Group. This
year’s theme was “double consciousness.”
The event started in the
Si Commons with welcoming and opening remarks.
The group then migrated to
the chapel, where the actual
prayer service took place.
More discussion followed in
the Si Commons, and then
participants had lunch to
conclude the event, which
lasted for about three hours.
To kick off the day, each
student was given a sheet
with pictures of six different
people. The goal was for each

student to give an opinion
about the people based solely
on their appearance.
“The point of that exercise was to realize that we
can’t judge people purely by
their face and appearance,”
said senior Blake Johnson.
From there, students
gave reflections about wearing a mask, and double consciousness. In addition, there
was a reading from the Book
of Samuel about how God
doesn’t see us from the outside, but from what is inside
our soul. More students sang,
read poems, and prayed.
“It always depends on
the participation of the students, and I thought they did
a great job this year. A number of SLUH students shared
reflections, read prayers, and
made great comments. Students from other schools also
made great reflections,” said
ACES moderator and English
teacher Frank Kovarik.
Students made their way
back to the Commons, where
they sat at tables with kids
from different schools, as a
way to meet new people. This

continued on page 4

Future business leaders One touch away: soccer falls to Cadets in
travel to Wall Street for heartbreaking quarterfinal loss
Jack Waters
third straight year
STAFF

BY Matthew Book
FEATURES EDIOTOR

F

or the third year in a row,
a group of Jr. Bills affiliated with the Ignatian Business Leaders Club traveled
to New York City, where they
met with alumni working in
the city and got a taste of Wall
Street business. Seniors Chris
Doehring, Max Prosperi, and
Erik Floyd and juniors Mark
Kimes, Jack Callahan, Brian
Tretter, Drew Patritti, and
Henry Matus made the trip,
which was chaperoned by
AP Economics teacher Kevin
Foy, Paul Sheridan S.J., and
Bret Kimes, Mark’s father. Foy
and Kimes have gone the previous two years.
After a 6:00 a.m. flight
out of St. Louis, the group
went straight to Leo House,

a Catholic boarding house
turned Catholic hotel. The
hotel was used on the club’s
first trip, but it is a change
from last year’s accommodations at Club Quarters. The
group then went straight to
lunch where they met with
John Schaefer, retired COO
of Morgan Stanley Wealth
Management. Schaefer talked
about how his experiences at
SLUH have helped him over
the years as well has how important it is to have strong
moral character in business.
By 2:00 p.m. the group
was at the private equity firm
LeBaron Brown, where they
met with Jonathan Holden,
’06. Retired hedge fund manager Tom Purcell, ’89, who
works out of the same of-
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A

fter a perfect through
ball, CBC’s Nick Dempster zipped a shot into the left
side of the net, and just like
that, the St. Louis U. High
varsity soccer team’s season
was over; SLUH had fallen to
the Cadets 2-1 in overtime in
the State quarterfinals.
After the U. High defeated Chaminade and Jackson
for their District and Sectional wins, they traveled to play
CBC last Saturday in the Missouri State quarterfinals.
However, before the
opening whistle, SLUH had
a difficult challenge to overcome. Senior defender Jeff
Walter had been declared
out for the rest of the season,
and senior captain Brandon
Trusler was forced to play
continued on page 4 limited minutes in the match,
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Senior Project in Peru
Seniors Dale Stobbs and Chris
Schulze organize a new senior
project with a Peruvian YMCA
program. Page 2
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Youth Leadership St. Louis
Eight juniors get trained by Focus STL, a program that “seeks to
cultivate leaders in the St. Louis
region who are knowledgeable
about the various challenges that
our region faces.” Page 5
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Junior Will Rudder looking on as CBC fans storm the field after SLUH’s overtime loss.

both due to injury.
After having gone 1-2
against the Cadets in the
regular season, head coach
Charlie Martel felt confident
in their preparation to handle
the conference rival.
“We knew if we played a
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YIG growth
Read about the growth of Youth
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Blues Buzz
Senior entrepreneur P.J. Cox talks
about his new partnership with
KSDK to cover Blues hockey and
how the Buzz has evolved over
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4-3-3, the triangle formation
with a sweeper in the middle,
that always seems to throw
CBC for a loop traditionally,
so we knew that’s what we
wanted to do,” said Martel.
The three starting forwards—juniors Will Rudder
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Hockey takes more W’s
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and Ray Goedeker and senior Donovan Ditto—quickly
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down the right side, Ditto delivered a cross that tipped off
of Rudder and leaked right

Credits
4

News
Continued from 1

5

Features

6-7

Sports

8

Around the Hallways
Calendar

2

Prep News

NEWS

November 11, 2016

Volume 81, Issue 11

Political clubs face off in the theatre
BY Jack Schweizer
CORE STAFF

“So to have some sort of orga- sector would do a better job
nized debate I think was a re- of distributing money to the
ally healthy start.”
poor than a governmentThe YCC chose the topic, based system like we have
he St. Louis U. High
Young
Conservatives and YCC moderator Joseph today. The PEC club thought
Club (YCC) and Political Ex- Hill, S.J., and PEC modera- the current government welpressions Club (PEC) went
head to head in a debate last
Thursday before school over
the role of welfare in society.
Groggy-eyed, many students woke up early with the
late start schedule to watch
the debate at 8:00 a.m., which
had been advertised by flyers
around the school.
In the theatre, a podium
sat in the middle of the stage,
with juniors Will Perryman,
Gunnar Himich, and Ryan
Whealen from the Young
Conservatives Club on the left Emmanuel Parker speaking on behalf of PEC in the debate.
side, and juniors Liam Hefphoto | Louis Barnes
fernan, Connor Worley, and
Emmanuel Parker from PEC, tor Sarah Becvar formulated fare system was sufficient, but
which tends to lean more lib- a thesis that each side could admitted it does need some
choose to either affirm or dis- reform.
eral, on the right side.
“I think they made the
“The debate was civil, prove.
and we liked it,” said junior
“We tried to find a thesis suggestion that welfare could
Drew Kirchoff, co-president that was balanced enough to be reformed, and then not
of the Young Conservatives allow both sides to get a de- completely gotten rid of. But
really they want to increase
Club who attended to offer cent argument,” said Hill.
Kirchoff and the YCC the role of the private sector.
support for the club.
Starting early in the year, decided to affirm the thesis.
I think they were saying that.
the two fairly new political
“The thesis was struc- And we would agree on the
clubs decided to have a de- tured upon who handles wel- front that we would reform
bate, with the goal of achiev- fare better: the government or welfare but the private sector’s
ing understanding and civil private entities. And we chose role is fine where it is. Increasdiscourse in the midst of a the private entities and they ing it and decreasing welfare
chose the government,” said out we didn’t feel was the anheated election season.
swer,” said Nadenbush.
“Just the idea of having Kirchoff.
Next, the two clubs setHill found that the stucivil discourse is really good.
Especially during this election tled on a date and time, and dents were most struggling
season, people are really inter- prepared speeches and pos- with the cross-examination
ested to have these discussions sible rebuttals based on facts, section of the debate.
“It was interesting I
but a lot of times it just turns not simply opinions.
The YCC generally ar- think. The kids struggled to
into yelling at each other in
homeroom,” said PEC mem- gued that welfare not only answer the cross-examination
ber junior Colton Nadenbush. needs reform, but the private questions because those are

T

questions you just have to answer off the top of your head.
Especially when heavy facts
were being put forward, you
can’t be prepared for that, you
just have to think on your feet.
And I think they found that
quite difficult because they’ve
never done it before. But I
liked that part of the structure
because that’s ultimately what
you want. You want both sides
to be talking to each other and
listening to each other and responding to each other,” said
Hill.
Both clubs hope to have
future debates but perhaps
with a modified format, allowing more opinions and
questions.
“I believe that it should
be a little less structured, a little bit more focused on opinions,” said Kirchoff. “And I
think maybe the potential future we could have one on one
debates which I believe will be
even better than this one.”
Nadenbush also agreed
that the format needs some
changes going forward.
“I think we want to get
both clubs together to refine
the format a little bit, and a
lot of people wanted to have
debates fairly frequently,” he
said.
Overall, Hill thought the
debate challenged both sides,
with each becoming more
aware of the complexity of
these issues.
“I thought at the end
both sides realized that the issues are complicated and it’s
not easy to come to some sort
of facile solution on these issues,” said Hill.

Schulze and Stobbs to serve in Peru in January
BY Matt Godar
CORE STAFF

S

eniors Dale Stobbs and
Chris Schulze may not be
going to Honduras for their
senior projects, but they will
be traveling thousands of
miles from home to serve
underprivileged children in
Lima, Peru.
Stobbs’ and Schulze’s
main task with the children
will be education, specifically basic arithmetic and
reading. The work is through
Lima’s YMCA headquarters,
and part of a summer camp,
as January is summertime in
Peru.

Stobbs has worked with
other Peruvian YMCA programs for a week each of the
last three summers, forging
the connection to make the
site possible through his Peruvian mother’s contact within
the YMCA.
Schulze, however, was
a component of the plan for
summers before its formulation.
“Dale invited me to go
with him (to Peru) just for a
trip a couple of summers ago,
but that fell through. I think
this is the perfect time to go,”
said Schulze.
The Senior Project aspect

entered into the idea last January, when Stobbs, Schulze,
and another friend first discussed it as a possibility. From
there, Stobbs and Schulze
took the idea to Campus Ministry in August to make it a
reality.
“The process to get this
approved was actually very
easy,” said Schulze. “I would
definitely recommend looking into it for those who are
interested in the international
stuff.”
While in Peru, Stobbs
and Schulze will stay with Stobbs’ grandparents, who live in
Lima.

Though SLUH has approved project sites proposed
by students before, Stobbs
believes housing presents a
significant obstacle for such
proposals.
“I think our situation
is kind of special … I have
a feeling my grandparents
wouldn’t open up to strangers,” said Stobbs.
With everything finalized on both sides, all that’s
left for the two is to actually
leave. Stobbs will depart in
late December, and Schulze
will meet him in Lima on Jan.
1.

SLUH says bonjour
to French exchange
students
BY Kevin Murati and RobSLUH students shared their
ert Garner
culture with the French stuREPORTERS
dents at school and at home,
his year, a new group while the French students
of French exchange stu- exchanged their French style
dents walked through St. with their host families.
“Having the foreign
Louis U. High’s hallways.
The French exchange students is really cool, espestudents left St. Louis last cially since they really like
Saturday after getting a good American things, and we like
snapshot of American cul- French things, so we bond
ture during their two week with each other easily,” said
stay. Just like other years, Bernabe.
While the pairs of stueach exchange student stayed
at a student’s house during dents resided together, it cretheir time here. SLUH was ated an understanding and
one of the schools, along appreciation of country and
with Nerinx and Chaminade, culture for the students. They
that hosted exchange stu- learned from each other and
dents. The exchange students their only regret is not havgot to experience American ing more time together.
“The best part of the
culture by touring St. Louis
and living with SLUH stu- program is the immersion

T
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dents. Adjusting to and understanding life in America
with their hosts was made
easier since both the students
from France and the SLUH
students were well studied in
each other’s languages.
“The fact that Mrs. Renard does this is really great,
and I recommend this opportunity to other French
students who have not taken
part in it yet,” said senior
Niles Bernabe, who has been
a host and has been to France
himself.
While the French exchange students learned a lot
in America, the SLUH students had a chance to learn
about France as well. The

in French culture for us and
the immersion in American
culture for the exchange students,” said sophomore Pietro Galante. “It creates an unforgettable experience that,
I think, more people should
participate in.”
French teacher Suzanne
Renard is planning to travel
with a new group of SLUH
students to France next summer to complete the other
half of the yearly program.
This trip will be Renard’s last
excursion as a SLUH teacher
as she will be retiring from
teaching at SLUH at the end
of the school year.

Eight juniors represent SLUH in Youth Leadership St. Louis
BY James Pollard
REPORTER		

A

ccording to their website, Youth Leadership
St. Louis (YLSL) is a program
“designed for high school juniors, helping them develop
leadership skills, promoting teamwork among diverse
groups, and providing a deeper understanding of the St.
Louis region.”
This year, eight members
of the Class of 2018 are participating: Airest Wilson, Delton Utsey, Nicolas Hernandez, Ezana Ephrem, Matthew

Rauschenbach, Jack Callahan,
Emanuel Parker, and William
Hulsey.
“It is a program run by an
organization called Focus STL
which seeks to cultivate leaders in the St. Louis region who
are knowledgeable about the
various challenges that our
region faces and the various
sectors—health care, criminal
justice, education, the arts,
neighborhood revitalization,”
said English teacher Frank
Kovarik. “It brings together
teams of juniors from schools
around the area, both public

and private.”
The program began in
September with an orientation retreat where the SLUH
students got to meet students
from other schools and begin
to develop skills in facilitating
conversation and leading discussion.
In October they went to
four different neighborhoods
(Grand Center, Cherokee
Street, Washington Avenue,
and Old North) and learned
from Lewis Reed, the President of the Board of Aldermen, about the various chal-

lenges the city faces. They also
went to St. Louis University
Medical School and learned
about health care and some
of its implications on public
policy.
Much of the group’s discussion and skill training has
been directed toward implementing change at the local
level as well as facilitating
productive dialogue.
“One of my favorite experiences so far has been
when one of the mayoral candidates talked to us about how
advocacy in the city and local

politics plays a big role, about
how we shouldn’t discount local politics,” said Ephrem.
The students look forward to applying the skills
they are acquiring at YLSL
and bringing them back to the
St. Louis U. High community.
“Especially with the current political atmosphere,
YLSL has helped me to understand how to talk to people without imposing all of
my viewpoints and emotions,”
said Utsey.
Aside from leadership
skills and training, the stu-

dents are also working as a
team on an action research
project within their school.
Their next activity will be a
trip to the Clayton jail and
SLU Law School to learn
about the criminal justice system.
“It is all young people
who care about bettering St.
Louis and I am glad that we
have a group like that,” said
Utsey.
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Letters

Moving past the election together
To the editors:
Despite the fact that Hillary Clinton lost on Tuesday,
her campaign slogan, Stronger Together, is something
that we as Americans and
Jesuit-educated students need
to cherish.
This election was never
about Hillary Clinton, it was
never about Donald Trump,
it was about the American
people, and it still is. The
American people are a diverse
group of individuals who
have always done better when
banded together, rather than
splintered along stubborn
party lines. We at SLUH are
all being taught in the Jesuit
education, an education that
teaches a message of striving
to be men and women for and

with others. This Jesuit education leaves us all united with
a common goal—helping one
another and those in our own
communities.
We can only achieve our
goal of helping others when
we move past our differences,
move past our arguments, and
most importantly, move past
this election cycle. The sun
will still rise in the morning,
every morning, whether or
not you are happy with the
election results from Tuesday
night. We must remember
that our fight for equality, justice, and peace does not start
and end every time our candidate is elected or not every
four years.
We must be steadfast
supporters of the cause that

has hopes of bettering our
nation and world for every
single person every single day
of the year. We must strive to
help the least among us, we
must strive to serve the poor
in our communities, we must
strive to eradicate any and all
inequalities in our nation and
world, and most importantly,
we must not dwell on what
has become the nastiest and
most divisive campaign cycle
possibly in the history of our
country. We must work to understand one another and we
must work to build relationships that best allow us to help
those around us, moving forward Stronger Together.
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Reflection, open minds needed to
reduce racism

To the editors:
and others favor the more with, we must dialogue with
Issues Day arrived in overt definition of racism. I them to create a stronger,
a time of particular volatil- will not ask you to favor either, more informed, united front.
ity and division. When Ms. but instead to think about the Struggling against racism itChildress challenged us with issue.
self should be our focus, not
the notion that all whites are
Whether or not you debating who has the better
inherently racist because they agree with Ms. Childress, we definition of racism. As far as
are a majority and they hold must continue to reflect on I know, most people who suba position of power, many the importance of race in our scribe to the overt, personstruggled to swallow this new society. Racism of both defi- to-person definition of racpill. Their definition of racism nitions is an ongoing issue, ism also believe that systemic
was more explicit and overt: and we must work together to discrimination exists. Among
you are being racist if you ac- combat it. When we quickly those who follow the implicit
tively discriminate against a dismiss a viewpoint of racism, definition of racism—that
specific, tangible, person.
we put this issue out of mind whites, as the powerful majorDespite calmly voicing and endanger ourselves to act ity, are inherently racist—this
concerns and disagreements in racist ways unconsciously. person-to-person discrimiin the homeroom discussion Constant reflection about race nation is certainly included.
about Ms. Childress’s defini- is necessary to sharpen our There is importance in our
Matthew Rauschenbach, ’18
tion, some students lamented observation and combat rac- definition of racism, but given
dismissively afterward to their ism. Furthermore, we often how large the overlap is befriends about the “extremity” dismiss the people holding tween the beliefs of those who
of her view.
the opposing view as ignorant do care about racism, I believe
Regardless of your own or stupid. We must be will- that our time is better spent
view, you must not simply dis- ing to work with and listen to united in the primary goal of
miss the opposing viewpoint. those with whom we disagree; reducing racism to, ideally,
This disagreement stems from we must teach them and learn nonexistence, than it is in the
BY Galen Bacharier
FEATURES EDITOR
to celebrate, and several wore however, before it reached the a fundamentally different from them. No matter our secondary goal of defining
racism.
the trademark Make America point of no return. We were definition of racism. Some of view, it is not perfect.
here’s been a sinking feel- Great Again hats before the 8 unable to find that balance us agree with Ms. Childress’s
Instead of just writing
ing in my stomach as I’ve o’clock bell.
that makes for solid dialogue. subtler definition of racism off the people we disagree Edward Gartner, ’17
watched the story of the race
That discussion was only
My first class of the day,
to be the United States’ next appropriately, was AP Gov- the latest to follow the pattern
leader unfold. This feeling of ernment & Politics. Mrs. I’ve picked up on; a pattern
complete and utter discord, Becvar walked into class, flus- that seems to take inspiration
and not just the usual red tered and unsure of her lesson from the primary debates,
and blue spats. It’s a genuine plan for the day. She wasn’t from the rhetoric of both mahatred of one side from the alone, as discussion followed jor candidates. Conversation
other; ‘you’re with us or you’re about just how exactly the im- begins as an attempt at levelwith them,’ end of story. This possible became possible. We headed, neutral discussion
hatred is not a new one, it’s fielded and debated questions and a look at this nation’s fubeen alive and well since the from seniors all over the po- ture, but in a political climate
presidential primaries be- litical spectrum. How did he that discourages and somegan, but it’s clear as day, and totally flip the electoral map? times outright denies biparTuesday night’s results did What will happen to immi- tisanship, it doesn’t take long
nothing to ease it. The day grants? Obamacare? How will to escalate. But as soon as pasafter brought with it only one he fix the economy? What are sionate conversation begins,
feeling that all could share, the futures of the Democratic and students shift to defend
exhaustion; I had stayed up and Republican parties? The their beliefs and question othuntil 2 a.m. with many others, discussion was civil, but it was ers’, it pauses. Both sides are
determined to see it through. a flash in the pan compared too exhausted, or too scared,
But under the closing of eyes to how many discussed the or both to start yet another
and mental fatigue was a spec- night’s results.
shouting match. It had never
trum of emotion so wide it’s
Awkward
back-and- been more clear than in that
almost impossible to imagine. forths continued throughout lunchtime squabble.
The halls held an unmis- the morning between nearly
Issues Day instilled in us
takable sense of tension in everyone. As I walked back the idea of civil discourse and
the morning. I saw two stu- to the Prep News office be- its importance in an election
dents take the long walk up tween classes through senior environment. But this isn’t
the circle-drive and through hallway, I overheard the mur- the typical election environsenior hallway before home- mured words of “time to lock ment, or a typical presidentroom with their heads down, her up.” A few students and I elect. Students are confused,
silent, still trying to wrap walking by glanced over, but uncertain about how to aptheir minds around what had said nothing.
proach discussion with their
seemed impossible 24 hours
I grabbed lunch in the peers, trying to find a balance
before. Long gone were the Commons, and sat down just between silence and screamsmiles I had seen in days and in time to hear the beginning ing. Civil discourse seems
crossword | Brad Gale
weeks past. I spoke to them of a conversation regarding near impossible when beliefs
briefly, but a few seconds was the new president-elect. It are miles apart. In the coming
all I needed to get a sense that took only a few minutes be- months, I hope we can all find
there was very little confi- fore a previously levelheaded some common ground, no Across:
Down:
dence left, that it was too soon debate on immigration policy matter how small it may be. 1 The “Heart of Dixie” State
1 A recognition of achievement
to look for a bright side. Those that almost everyone was in- But for now, it still feels like 5 Santiago is the capital of this South American 2 Types include painting, acting, playing
who didn’t hang their heads volved in stood on the brink ‘you’re with us or you’re with country
music
held them high, not afraid to of getting out of hand; voices them.’
8 Where you go when you die
3 Where planes dock and lift off
gloat. They strode through were raised and faces were red.
9 Shorthand for police officer
4 A Muppets Character who plays drums
the hallways donned in red It was cut short by the bell,
10 Wild Australian dog
5 You _____ for your fav. sports team
12 An orange fruit with a large pit
6 Incorporated, for short
14 Truman ____, famous writer
7 Relating to someone else’s emotions
15 Disease from lack of Vitamin C
11 British slang for a diaper
18 Synonym for terrible
13 A colorful, undersea invertebrate
Dashing through the Commons
20 The plastic tip on the end of a shoelace
14 Roman carriages used for racing
22 Squids release this in self-defense
16 Female name, means “lame” in Latin
with not much time to shop.
24 Dasher and Blitzen are famous ______
17 Moving through the air on wings
O’er the tables we go
26 The Lone Ranger’s Indian sidekick
19 SLUH Lax competes in the Father ____
27 Your father’s father is your ____
Cup
swiping til we drop.
21 Famous brand of electric cars
Quarter zips, fishing shirts
23 Famous ones include Griffey Jr. and Jeong
SLUH trash cans and much more.
25 The finishing of something is its ____

Perspective

After the election: silence or screaming?

T

PN Puzzle

Hints

SLUHtique

Come to SLUHtique November 20
to shop what’s in the store.
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Navarro, Russo attend Jesuit
department chair conference
BY Liam Connolly
CORE STAFF

T

heology
Department
chair Diego Navarro and
Science Department chair
Mary Russo attended Leaders
in the Middle, a conference
for department chairs from
Jesuit schools in the Central
and Southern Province. The
conference, held in a retreat
center in Tampa Bay, Fla.,
went from Tuesday, Nov. 1 to
Friday, Nov. 4.
The conference group
was made up of 17 teachers
from Jesuit schools, including
De Smet, and three leaders
who guided the conference
with keynote speeches.
“The conference was
great for learning how to assess teachers and give them
feedback, how to structure
long-term curriculum, and

developing a personal mission statement as a department chair,” said Navarro.
Russo attended last year’s
Leaders in the Middle in Saint
Louis as a participant, and
was an advocate for the conference, persuading others to
go.
“Last year I was sitting at
a table with five other science
department chairs. Some used
Canvas, some used Moodle,
and some used PowerSchool,
and the power of that collaborative exchange was transformative,” said Russo.
This year Russo returned
to be one of the conference
leaders with Trip Norkus, an
administrator at Strake Jesuit
Preparatory College in Houston, and Peter Musso, Director of Alum Service Corps.
“It focused on a variety

of things from large questions like what does it mean
to have a vision, down to the
nitty gritty of questions like
what does it mean to have a
good meeting, and what does
a good agenda look like,” said
Russo.
“It was great to step back
and look back at the work I do
as a department chair from a
big picture aspect and think
through the areas that I want
to focus on and work with my
department on,” said Navarro.
Russo was also pleased
with the way the conference
ran even though she played a
different role this year.
“The
core
material
didn’t really change but I still
learned a lot from the conference,” said Russo. “Even as a
leader, I got just as much out
of it the second time.”

ACES creates conversations
through Harmony Prayer Service

A student sharing in the Si Commons during the Prayer Service.

(continued from page 1)

time, a piece of paper hung
from each person’s back saying “What characteristics of
me do you see based upon
God’s eyes?” People made
their way around the room
writing positive remarks on
each other’s paper.
Johnson believed that the
Ranken.
event was successful.
The competition begins
“There were people with
with qualifying heats. Each
heat consists of ten half mile fied from last year.
laps that must be completed
“The two cars have very
with a driver weighing at least similar designs, but one will
130 pounds. If the team has be longer than the other, so
any mechanical breakdowns, we can see how the length
they are disqualified from affects the efficiency,” said sethat heat. The teams have five nior Robert Esswein.
hours to complete four heats
The team is hoping that
averaging between 15 and 30 with talent from new schools,
miles per hour. The teams that they will be able to take home
complete the qualifying heats first place, or at least move up
move onto the final race, in to second.
which everyone tries to go as
“I think it’s a great learnfar on the track as possible. ing experience for the stuThe team with the highest dents. It’s not just learning
mileage wins.
in the classroom that counts.
Two years ago, the Ran- It’s putting that learning into
ken team managed to come practice. And that’s what this
in third with a mileage of is all about. To give the stuaround 150 miles per gallon. dents a chance to use the skills
After several breakdowns they learned, and put them
and quick fixes, the team into practice to come up with
was also awarded the title of something physical, some“Best Pit Crew.” Last year, the thing of substance and comteam hoped to edge into sec- pete with it in a fascinating
ond place with a mileage of and fun way,” said Holtmann.
around 170 mpg. Although
The team has already
they won the “Best Design” started meetings to build the
award for their new car, Ran- car for this year, but registraken was edged out of the final tion is still open for juniors
race by one mile per gallon to and seniors to enter. Intertake third once again.
ested students should contact
This year Ranken is Anne Marie Lodholz for more
building two cars, one made information.
from scratch, and one modi-

Students create super fuel-efficient car

Sustainability’s fuel-efficient car. photo | Courtesy of Mr. Jeff Pitts
BY Joe Lux
REPORTER			

T

he SLUH Sustainability
Club and Robotics Club
have teamed up to create a super fuel-efficient car, working
with a collection of Saint Louis high schools sponsored by
Ranken Technical Institute in
the SuperMileage Challenge.
The
challenge
was
founded around 11 years ago
by Carter Faulk, a teacher at
Marshall High School. It was
modeled after similar but
non-affiliated competitions
in other states. The challenge,
directed towards high school
students, is to make a car to
compete for the highest gas
mileage. The organization
provides an engine and a given amount of gas, so the stu-

dents must work on a lightweight, aerodynamic design
to get their car to go further.
Starting from scratch, the
team working with the Ranken Institute created its own
design, welding many of their
own parts, and buying others
from a bicycle shop.
“We design it. We get to
weld it. We get to drive it,”
said senior Will Albers.
“It’s very student-driven
and student-led with assistance and mentoring from
the instructors,” said Vincent
Holtmann, the general manager of the Ranken team.
The team is instructed by
Bill Salzman and Marc McClintock, two teachers who
are involved in the high performance racing program at

Business students meet with alumni in New York

The students and moderators posing in Bloomberg headquarters. photo | Courtesy of Max Prosperi

(continued from page 1)

After this meeting the
fice, though not for LeBaron group went on a tour of
Brown, also came by to meet Bloomberg’s headquarters.
with the group.
“The building itself is re-

ally cool,” said Patritti. “Seeing
the origins of the Bloomberg
terminal, and how that has
become such a big deal in the

financial world today, was
neat too.”
That concluded the business side of things for the day
and after dinner that night
they went to the broadway
show The Color Purple.
“It was a really good
show, the singing was excellent,” said Patritti.
The next morning they
went to Morgan Stanley and
met with Pat Haskell, ’90,
who manages the bond floor
in that building. Next up was
Merrill Lynch where they met
with Sean O’Brien, a friend
and colleague of Chris Patritti, ’89, Drew’s father.
The students then toured
the New York Stock Exchange.
“It was really cool to see
such an iconic and important
place in person,” said Doehring.
After exiting the ex-

some strong beliefs, but for
the most part we were able to
have effective conversations,
getting different viewpoints
and opinions,” said Johnson.
Johnson also mentioned
the diversity he saw at the
event, ranging from Caucasians to African Americans to
Latinos and to Asians.
“I think it was a great
success. It gave students from

photo | Antwine Willis

our school and other schools
an opportunity to meet new
people, share their feelings
about themselves, and talk
about what they are dealing
with. It was a chance to take
off the masks they wear at
school, and encounter other
people who are doing the
same,” said Kovarik.

New club design,
Open House experts
are huge hits

Senior Anthony Hughes giving a tour to a perspective family.

photo | Gaurav Nigam

(continued from page 1)

to have a table so that they
could guarantee to be active
during the event.
“In the past, we gave every club a table which led to
the Commons being very
crowded and some clubs not
having very much activity going on,” said Director of Admissions Anja Schmelter.
“The Commons was
rocking with clubs getting
prospective students engaged
in various ways,” said Cruz.
“I felt that the spirit of the
event was a lot better this year
with clubs interacting with
students through chess, ping
pong, sno-cones, and various
other activities.”
Many students and faculty believe that this change led
to a more fun and personal
Open House experience.

change the group took a
walking tour of the financial
district. The last event of the
day was a past favorite: a dinner with young SLUH alums
who are currently working in
New York.
“Despite not looking forward to it beforehand, that
dinner was may favorite part,”
said Patritti. “All the alums
were so relatable, they gave a
lot of really good advice and it
was cool to see what guys who
were in the same school as me
just a few years ago have done.

It was really inspiring.”
The dinner was held at
St. Xavier High School, an allboys Jesuit high school much
like SLUH.
On Saturday, the group
toured the city and got to go
see the 9/11 memorial and
Chinatown, try some Shake
Shack, and enjoy other classic
New York attractions before
they got on their 5:16 p.m.
flight back to St. Louis.

when I was in eighth grade.
That admiration ultimately
led me to choose SLUH.”
In addition to the tour
guides, the tour featured experts in science, robotics and
Fine Arts.
“I think having specific
Fine Arts tour guides is very
effective because we can share
personal experiences. Also,
we can actually entice the prospective students who have an
interest in the theatre department rather than have tour
guides who aren’t enthusiastic about theatre,” said junior
Pierce Hastings.
The biggest change to
this year’s Open House was
that not all of the clubs were
represented in the Commons.
Clubs were required to apply
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Youth in Government grows in third year, expands to include
judicial branch and media program
BY Ben Frailey and Galen
Bacharier
STAFF, FEATURES EDITOR

Y

outh in Government at
St. Louis U. High has exploded from nine students at
its inception two years ago to
56 this year.
Youth in Government is a
program created by the YMCA
to get high school students
involved in the democratic
process in order to help them
better understand how the
government works and to prepare students to get involved in
the government. It takes place
annually in the Capital Building in Jefferson City.
“I still can’t believe they
have full access to the building,
including House chambers
and Senate chambers,” said
Principal Craig Hannick.
Youth in Government
(YIG) began at SLUH two
years ago, when Hannick decided to introduce it after
his daughter ran for and was
elected governor of Missouri
YIG with the platform of ex-

The SLUH YIG team last November. Compared to last year’s 24 students, 56
are attending this year.
photo | Courtesy of Tim Nile

panding it to other schools. He
then recruited social studies
teacher Bob O’Connell to help
co-moderate. The program
started out with only nine students who were involved only
in the legislative branch.
The following year, YIG
more than tripled at SLUH,
going from nine students involved to 28. SLUH was also
able to secure an elected position, with senior Cameron
Spence being elected Secretary

of State.
This year brought about
many changes to YIG. With
Hannick becoming principal
for the year, a new moderator was needed. Sarah Becvar,
SLUH’s new politics teacher,
decided to fill that role because
of her experience with YIG at
her former school, Fort Zumwalt West.
“She brings her knowledge of politics to our group
and also she has a lot of experi-

Blues Buzz: Cox’s Blues fansite
grows through social media,
offers merchandise

ence with the judicial branch,”
said Hannick.
With Becvar’s help, SLUH
has been able to expand into
areas of YIG that were previously not dealt with.
“The last two years we’ve
only been legislative,” said
Hannick. “This year we have
12 kids in the judicial program
and two kids in the media program.”
Becvar is confident that
as YIG grows, senior leaders

will be able to take over responsibility of the club and run
it without much moderator
oversight.
“Eventually my role in
getting us ready for the convention will be even smaller
and it’ll really be about the
senior leaders and setting the
tone and doing all the training,” said Becvar. “One of my
biggest goals is to make this as
student-run as possible.”
This year’s senior leaders are Joe Boyce and Nathan
Inserra. Both of them were involved last year and wanted to
come back as leaders.
“I’m pretty passionate
about politics and getting involved, so I was pretty excited
when I got the opportunity last
year,” said Boyce.
As members of the legislative branch, Boyce and
Inserra have been working together on a bill that they will
present over the weekend. The
bill, known as the Student Debt
Offset Act, will give tax breaks
to people with college debt de-

Veterans Day 2016
Mr. Tom Becvar
Assistant Principal
for Academics; Math
Army, 1971-1972
(bottom right, third from left)
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pending on the amount of debt
that they have.
“I think it’s a really important issue that needs to be
addressed in a bipartisan way,”
said Boyce.
With the expansion that
YIG has seen at SLUH, the
moderators continue to be
impressed at the students’ handling of important issues.
“SLUH students are really
passionate about human dignity issues,” said Becvar. “Sometimes there are bills proposed
at YIG that are questionable in
terms of how they treat people,
and SLUH students are really
great at standing up and talking about why those bills are
problematic.”
YIG’s expansion doesn’t
seem to be slowing down, and
it likely will continue to be a
popular club that allows students to get involved in their
government.
“It just naturally grows on
itself because of how popular
of a program it is,” said Boyce.
“It truly markets itself.”

PN Vault
The Prep News and St. Louis
U. High thank these three
faculty members for their
service to our country.

Mr. Charlie Busenhart
Science
Marine Corps, 1969-1971
(bottom left)

Mr. Chris Keeven
Theology
Army Reserves, 1993-2001
(right)
artwork | Will Kramer

BY Riley McEnery
REPORTER

S

enior PJ Cox has created a
successful small business
through his passion and love
for hockey. Cox’s Blues Buzz
website has become a local
favorite hockey update spot.
Blues Buzz covers everything
from opinionated coverage of
the St. Louis Blues and game
coverage and recap to shirt
sales.
Blues Buzz started as a
website that provided opinionated coverage of the St.
Louis Blues.
Since it was originally
created last summer, the site
has grown significantly. The
blog that started as a hobby
for Cox slowly turned into a
Twitter account and eventually other social media accounts
like Instagram. Blues Buzz
now has over three thousand
followers on Twitter and just
over two thousand followers
on Instagram.
“Interacting with my followers is probably my favorite

part of Blues Buzz because
there are so many people with
their own opinions, so it’s cool
to compare mine to theirs,”
said Cox.
After a successful year,
Cox was contacted by a member of KSDK to cover Blues
hockey by writing game recaps during the season. Upon
accepting the job, he was
granted press credentials for
every Blues game of the season. Cox now has the opportunity to work almost as an
official journalist for KSDK,
a huge accomplishment for
him.
“It’s a huge plus because
last year, when I was starting
this, that was sort of the goal,”
said Cox.
Although Cox has taken
off with his work through
KSDK, he still loves writing
opinionated articles on Blues
Buzz. His favorite part of this
new opportunity remains
writing on his own site about
his own opinion of the team.
“Blues Buzz is kind of a

place where I can escape and
think out loud when it comes
to hockey,” said Cox.
Cox, with the help of several young entrepreneurs at
SLUH and economics teacher
Kevin Foy, also turned a profit
from
www.bluesbuzzblog.
com selling shirts. The shirts
were sold through the website and through social media
outlets like Twitter and Instagram. Turning his passion into
a small business was another
huge plus for Cox, whose new
small business placed second
in the Ignatian Business Leaders’ Business Accelerator.
“It’s really cool to look
back at where I was last year
and say that I achieved this,”
said Cox.
The business is now partnered with Smoothie King,
and Cox looks to expand the
business’ horizons through
working with a restaurant, a
bar, and a brewery. As Blues
Buzz continues to grow and
expand, so does Cox’s love for
hockey.
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Blue Army returns: Laughlin leads XC to tenth Swim & Dive finishes
place finish at State meet
13th at State meet

photo | Courtesy of John Kelly

(From left to right) Sophomore Reed Milnor, junior Paul Burka, seniors
William Kelly and Joe Laughlin at the State meet.

Andrew Modder
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity cross country team
ended its season on a high
note with a tenth place finish
at the State Championship
this past weekend at Oak Hills
Golf Center in Jefferson City,
Mo. Rockhurst won the State
crown with 109 points, followed by Rock Bridge with
116. The Jr. Bills rounded out
the top ten with 223 points.
SLUH didn’t go into the
race looking to win. Instead,
the team focused on taking it like any other race and
just trying to compete at the
highest level possible. However, the big stage of the State
Championship certainly created nerves in many of the
SLUH runners.
“We tried to think of it as
another race,” said head coach
Joe Porter. “I think sometimes
people spend their mental energy thinking too much about
it before it actually happens,

and you’re fatigued and tired
because of that.”
Senior Joe Laughlin led
the team once again, continuing his dominant postseason
performance. He ran an extremely smart and tactical
race, earning him eighth place
overall with a time of 15:56, a
PR by 20 seconds, as well as
All-State honors. Laughlin’s
time is the third fastest of any
SLUH runner on the State
course.
Laughlin kept himself
near the front of the race in
the opening mile, hovering
around 30th place with sophomore Patrick Hetlage and
junior Paul Burka, and when
he saw a chance in the second
mile to contend with the leaders, he took it.
“The middle mile is
where a lot of people settle
in, and there were a couple
of kids from other teams who
made a move and surged, so
I tried to go with them, so
I passed a bunch of people

there,” said Laughlin. “The
third mile I was in the hurt
locker and it was time to go
as fast as I could for the last
mile.”
Laughlin moved up from
30th to 18th at the second
mile mark, and he catapulted
himself into eighth place at
the finish with a final mile of
only 5:15.
However, once Laughlin
finished his race, he discovered that his heels were torn
up with large blisters. He had
been wearing a teammate’s
racing spikes after his broke at
Sectionals, and unfortunately
they were a half size too small
for his feet.
“I didn’t think that would
be a problem until during
the race I started to feel like
I had some blisters on the
back of my heels, but then I
didn’t think it was that bad
until I took my shoes off,”
said Laughlin. “It looked like
someone took a vegetable
peeler and scraped it, so it was

pretty gross.”
Several of Laughlin’s
teammates expressed how impressed and proud they were
of him, joking around that he
had been hiding this type of
race all season and was waiting for the right time to unveil
it.
“That is the single most
impressive thing I’ve ever
seen in SLUH cross country,”
said senior William Kelly.
“I’m kind of at a loss for words
at how amazing it was.”
Burka was the second Jr.
Bill to cross the finish line,
finishing in 58th place with
a time of 16:37. He ran very
consistently over all three
miles, staying with Hetlage,
who finished 12 seconds behind him in 75th place with a
time of 16:49.
Both Burka and Hetlage
will be taking on some of the
major leadership roles on next
year’s team, so their State results show promising signs for
the future.
Kelly came to the finish
line in 105th place with a time
of 17:06. He started out really well, running just behind
Laughlin, Burka, and Hetlage,
but then struggled to keep up
in the second mile.
“I’ve never been more
calm on the line because there
were like 25 guys who came
down to watch us, that was
really cool,” said Kelly. “Unfortunately, I didn’t do the
best job moving through the
second mile, but then I had
a good third mile. Overall,
I almost broke 17 on a hard
course, and considering I got
into cross country to get in
shape for track, I guess that’s
pretty cool.”
Sophomore Reed Mil-

Kyle Irvine and John
Burke
REPORTERS

T

he Jr. Bills finished off
their varsity swimming
season this past Friday and
Saturday with a 13th place finish at the State meet, matching their place from last year.
The meet was highlighted by some exceptional
swims. On Friday night, junior Barclay Dale went a time
of 52.68 seconds in his 100yard back, good for a new
school record and a No. 9 seed
for finals. Earlier in the meet,
Dale swam a 22.05 50 freestyle, good for a No. 10 seed.
Also on Friday, sophomore Joe Feder swam a
1:44.30 in his 200 free, good
for a seventh seed in the finals, and then a 54.55 100
backstroke, which put him in
16th, the last spot in finals.
Overall, the Jr. Bills put
six races through to finals: the
four races by Dale and Feder,
the 200 medley relay, and the
400 freestyle relay.
The six races put through
to finals weren’t the only impressive events on Friday. Despite not making finals, junior
Nick Mattingly, freshman
Josh Brown, and senior Luke
Smith all raced extremely
well, each dropping time in
their events.
Another small victory
for the Jr. Bills came with
the 200 freestyle relay, which
ended up placing 27th overall,
despite consisting of a team
of alternates that had never
actually made the State cut.
These stellar races by individual swimmers and relays,
although not all good enough
to make the top 16 in State,
demonstrated the incredible
continued on page 7 depth that led the team to an

undefeated dual meet season
and a sixth consecutive MCC
title.
Finals on Saturday was
another exciting day for the Jr.
Bills. The atmosphere in the
St. Peters Rec Plex was hyped
to say the least.
“It was really hot,” said
junior alternate Jack Laux.
Before the swimming
section of the day, the Jr. Bills
had their first diver compete
at the state meet since 2014.
Senior diver Andrew Gammon made the State cut in one
of the last meets of the season,
and ended up placing 23rd in
the state on Saturday.
“I never achieved my
goal of having someone give
me the lowest possible score
of 0.5 on a dive,” said Gammon. “But someone did give
me a 1.0 at State so I was
happy.”
The 200 medley relay kicked off a slew of time
drops, going a 1:38.35, dropping a second from their finals performance the night
before and earning them 11th
place in the state of Missouri.
Next up came Feder in
the 200 freestyle, who posted
a time of 1:43.84, a time drop
from the night before and a
new personal record for the
up and coming star, which
earned him seventh place
overall.
Following this came Dale
in the 50 free, dropping more
time and breaking the 22
second barrier with a 21.74,
earning him a tenth place finish.
The most impressive
event of the night, the 100
back, was next up on the Jr.
Bills’ list, and it saw massive
time drops from both Dale

continued on page 7

Hockey takes care of business, handles
Westminster, Vianney with ease
Will Farroll
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity hockey team kicked
off the regular season last
week with a solid 7-0 win over
the Westminster Wildcats and
an 8-1 win over the Vianney
Griffins on Monday.
For the first game of
the season, the Jr. Bills were
missing more than a few key
players, giving a chance for
younger guys to get some
time on the ice against Westminster.
“The guys that got a lot
more time have definitely improved themselves,” said head
coach Kevin Fitzpatrick. “So
we’re able to roll four lines.
We’re adjusting very well.”
After a slow start, sophomore Gabe Schwartz got the
Jr. Bills started, putting a puck
from junior Jack Wachter in
the back of the net with 5:40
left in the first period.
After one, SLUH didn’t
look back. Less than a minute
into the second period, senior

Luke Sextro took a shot from
the dot that found the back
of the net, extending the lead
to two. Sophomore Christian
Berger slapped one in three
minutes later, followed by a
goal from sophomore Henry
Wagner, who skated through
the defense to put the Jr. Bills
up 4-0.
With three minutes left,
Westminster got a few shots
off, all saved by sophomore
goalie Dylan Bak. A minute
later, junior Louie Perotti’s
shot deflected off the goalie
and was put in by junior Trevor White to send the Jr. Bills
into the third period with a
5-0 lead.
The third period was
much like the first two, as the
Jr. Bill defense held the Wildcats scoreless and tacked on
two more of their own, from
Wagner and senior Liam
Knobbe, who cleared the neutral zone and rolled the puck
five hole on a Westminster
goalie who wasn’t paying attention, ending the game 7-0

in favor of SLUH.
“It was a big win,” said
Schwartz. “First game of the
season to set the tone.”
On Monday, with almost
a full roster, the Jr. Bills beat
Vianney 8-1 to extend their
record to 2-0.
Unlike the first game, the
Jr. Bills came out shooting.
Junior Nick Corker netted a
goal only three minutes in to
send the Jr. Bills up 1-0.
The Griffin offense retaliated, but all attempts were
shut down by sophomore
goalie Brendan Rasch, playing in his first regular season
game after missing the game
against Westminster.
“I tried to stay in it as long
as I could,” said Rasch. “Made
sure I didn’t pay any attention
to what the crowd said, and
kept my head in it and didn’t
make any eye contact, just focused on the game.”
With 2:55 left in the first,
senior John Sieckhaus tipped
one in off a nice pass from
senior Luke Gassett to send

SLUH up two goals, and then
netted another goal with eight
seconds left to end the period
with a 3-0 lead over Vianney.
The second period saw a
sort of lull until Knobbe broke
through with three minutes
left to make it 4-0.
However, the Griffins
finally answered the Jr. Bills
with 20 seconds left, getting the puck past Rasch in a
scrum to secure their first and
only goal of the night.
“I feel good; we had a
little lull there in the second
period,” said Fitzpatrick. “But
we got a good team and a
good group of boys.”
After the goal from Vianney, SLUH poured on the
offense, netting goals in the
third period from Berger,
Wagner, Corker, and junior
Joe Winkelmann to give the
Jr. Bills the 8-1 victory at Kennedy Ice Rink.
“We kept up the intensity
throughout the entire game,
didn’t let up,” said Rasch.
“Kept passing the puck, keep-

photo | Courtesy of Mr. Charles Jellinek

Junior Barclay Dale before his school record-breaking race.

ing our feet moving, staying
in the right mindset even
though we were up by a lot.”
As the season starts to
get into full swing, leadership
will become a very important
part of the team and their success. While captains have not
been picked yet, Fitzpatrick
stressed the need for leadership from all seniors, not just
from the future captains.
“We’re kind of rotating,”
said Fitzpatrick. “We’re still
looking at it, haven’t made
any final decisions. They don’t

need a letter to be a leader.
Those guys all have to be leaders no matter if they have a
letter on their jersey or not.
It takes 25 guys to win this
thing.”
The Jr. Bills played last
night against Chaminade (see
Nightbeat), and will face off
against Edwardsville on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. at Affton
Ice Rink for the first home
game of the year.
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Soccer exceeds expectations, advances to State quarterfinals for first time since 2013
(continued from page 1)

back out to Goedeker, who
easily tapped it in. SLUH was
ahead 1-0 only six minutes
into the first half.
“I didn’t think we’d go up
on CBC first. I thought, if anything, they’d be up on us first
and we’d have to recover, but it
was nice,” said Rudder.
SLUH continued to create scoring chances throughout the first half, and CBC
matched them. With 15 minutes left in the first half, junior
Billy Hughes fouled a Cadet
winger, which resulted in a
free-kick chance close to the
left corner of the field. However, as the dangerous kick entered the 18-yard box, it was
booted away by junior captain
Cam Verzino.
CBC continued to create
serious scoring opportunities. With four minutes left in
the first half, a CBC defender
played a perfect through ball
between senior Carson Berry
and junior Pietro Nicastro
that found the foot of a Cadet
forward, who powered it past
junior goalkeeper Alec Meissner to tie the match at one.
“Right after that goal we
knew we had to get another
one pretty quickly to put some
pressure on them for the rest
of the game,” said Ditto.
The first half ended in a
1-1 deadlock with both teams
fighting for the decisive goal.

Junior Kurt Schumacher sending in a cross against CBC last Saturday.

“I was confident because
we had six goals in our previous two games,” said Martel. “I
knew the forwards were really
starting to step up. I knew we
were going to get chances.”
The second half featured
a very physical pace, with both
sides pressuring the other’s
defense looking for a crack,
but neither squad scored, and
regulation ended in a tie.
“We were going to have
to fight to win, it wasn’t going
to be easy at all,” said junior
Peter Kickham. “Everyone out
there was exhausted.”
Both sides had serious
chances in overtime. SLUH
had two major breakaways
where victory seemed only a

Dale breaks school
record in the 100-yard
backstroke
(continued from page 6)

and Feder. Feder went a 53.59,
a time that would have almost
beaten the previous SLUH record had Dale not broken it
the night before. This stellar
time bumped him up to 11th
in the state.
In that same race, Dale
broke his seed time, the SLUH
record, and the hearts of his
competitors by posting a time
of 52.28 en route to a ninth
place finish.
Lastly, the Jr. Bills competed in the 400 freestyle
relay, a team consisting of
Mattingly, Dale, Jellinek, and
Feder. In the best finish SLUH
had in the evening, the team

Cadet keeper barely blocked
the shot, keeping the score all
knotted up with four minutes
left in the first overtime period.
“We could’ve ended it
there, but both ways, CBC had
some that they missed too. It
was really anyone’s game to
finish,” said Ditto.
However, with only 12.9
seconds left in the first overtime, CBC found a crack in
the SLUH defense. A CBC
defender ran up the middle of
the field and chipped a pass to
a striker, who outlegged Berry
and struck a hard shot just
past Meissner and into the left
side of the net to end the U.
High’s season.

SLUH hockey beat Chaminade last night
6-0 to improve to 3-0 on the season. Senior
captain Luke Gassett netted two quick goals
to boost them to a 2-0 lead and SLUH never
looked back.
Gassett finished with four goals and senior Louis Garavaglia and junior Jack Wachter
each scored one.
The IceBills are back in action Saturday
night against Edwardsville at 7:30 at Affton Ice
Rink.
—Compiled by Nick Gima

Sports Quote of the Week
“Some people want it to happen.
Some wish it would happen. Others
make it happen.”
—Michael Jordan

and Martel used many different starting elevens. The
team often went deep into the
bench looking for a spark.
“The guys who have come
off the bench all year—it’s
been an amazing thing. Guys
have given us good minutes
when we ask them to come off
the bench,” said Martel.
Certain juniors emerged
as stars throughout the season, most notably Meissner,
who ended the campaign with
13 shutouts, tied for sixth
in the state, even though he
missed five games due to a
fractured hand.
Nicastro and captains
Kurt Schumacher and Verzino
also had impressive seasons,
a sign of hope for next year’s
success.
“It’s encouraging for next
year to see those guys step up
and fill in,” said Martel. “I’m
thinking that next year, if they
can maintain that level of play,
I think we’ll be pretty good.”
Martel has fond memories of this year’s squad.
“I’m gonna remember the
captains, I thought they did a
really good job,” said Martel.
“They tied the No.1 team in
the country (St. Ignatius) after
a nine hour bus ride. In terms
of being gratified—oh yeah,
through the roof. These guys
overachieved in my mind. I
thought they had a great season.”

XC looks to next fall, four of seven varsity
starters will return for another season

dropped a second and went a
3:14.07, a sixth place finish.
Overall, the team earned
73 points, four points higher
than last year’s team, albeit
placing the same overall.
“I think we all agreed that
the competition was harder
this year,” said Dale. “The
times were faster, there were
more swimmers, and it was
simply a hard year to break
top ten.”
Looking toward next
year, the team is hoping for
a top ten finish in state and
another undefeated season.
With not many seniors leaving the team, things look optimistic.

Hockey Nightbeat

		

touch away. Only two minutes into overtime, Kickham
headed the ball to Goedeker,
who made an impressive run
down the middle of the offensive zone, but right as he
was going to shoot, two CBC
defenders and the goalkeeper
closed in on him and stopped
the run, knocking Goedeker
to the ground. As the SLUH
student section screamed for
a penalty kick, play continued
with no whistle.
The next key chance for
SLUH was when junior Stephen LaVigne stole the ball
and played a great through
ball to Goedeker, who barely
got a shot off before being met
by the CBC goalkeeper. The
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“When you’ve been
coaching long enough, there
are always games that end that
way,” said Martel. “I’m not
sure I get used to it, but that’s
just the way it goes.”
“I thought it was the best
game we played all year,” said
Kickham. “I thought we were
a different team by the time
we got into overtime because
I thought we were playing our
best soccer all year.”
The overtime loss was
the final game for eleven seniors, including regular starters Trusler, Walter, Berry, and
Ditto. Joey Krause, Nic Delgado, and Luke Marcouiller
also played substantial minutes throughout the year for
the team.
“I was mad for myself,
but mainly for the seniors in
their last game, it’s tough for
them,” said Rudder.
After losing 20 seniors
from last year’s 25-3 team, expectations by many were lower for the team. But the team
silenced critics, finished 169-3, and returned to the State
quarterfinals for the first time
since 2013.
“I’m proud of what we
overcame throughout the season,” said Trusler. “Not necessarily negative views, but
people didn’t really have high
expectations for us.”
Throughout the season,
the starting lineup fluctuated

Sophomore Patrick Hetlage (800) last Saturday at the State meet.

(continued from page 6)

nor ran another great race,
placing 122nd in 17:22. He
has cemented his role as one
of the leaders for next year’s
team thanks to his outstanding races in the past couple of
months.
Senior Thomas Leeker
overcame his early nerves,
concluding his SLUH cross
country career with an impressive race of 17:28, landing
him in 137th place overall.
“It was bittersweet. Just
being there at the State course
with all those people brought
the nervous level up,” said
Leeker. “I still felt pretty good.
I was excited to be there, excited to be running in the State
meet, which was a goal I had
had for a couple years.”
After a strong first mile,
Leeker had a bit of trouble
maintaining the pace being

set by the runners in front of
him, and, even though he was
losing ground, he continued
to battle and make the most of
his final race.
“I ran a good race for myself, about 20 seconds off the
fastest time I had ever run for
a 5K, but it’s a little difficult to
see people going past you if
you’re doing the best you can,”
said Leeker. “I gave it my best,
and these were the best runners in Missouri, and each of
them had great days.”
Freshman Noah Scott
came in last for the Jr. Bills
in 164th with a time of 18:05.
Considering Scott’s lack of experience in large meets, this
result was certainly one the
team was proud of.
“The first time you go
into the race it’s different. Everyone is good. It’s not something you see in all your other
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races,” said Porter.
There were several State
travelers who came up with
the State runners, and a few
seniors organized for the rest
of the runners in the program to come out and support
SLUH on the biggest stage of
the season.
“That had kind of been
our goal the entire year, when
I met with a group of guys
at the beginning of the year
to talk about what we called
the return of the blue army,
that everyone felt ownership,
whether you’re the fastest or
slowest guy, you felt you were
a part of the team,” said Porter.
It was no doubt that the
blue army had returned, with
teammates and parents making signs, painting themselves blue, banging drums,
and cheering their team on
throughout the race.

“We wanted to bring that
enthusiasm for team and racing back to team life, and especially the idea that everyone
is a part of it,” said Leeker. “I
heard (cheering) while I was
running and it really helped. It
was awesome, one of the best
atmospheres at any sporting
event I’ve ever been to.”
For Laughlin, Leeker, and
Kelly, this State meet was their
final race in SLUH uniforms.
Each of them have mixed
emotions about their careers
coming to an end, but they are
all grateful for the four years
they have been associated
with the SLUH cross country
program and the friends they
have made in the process.
“If I had a good race or
a bad race, it was going to be
about running for four years
being more important than
this last race,” said Laughlin.
“I didn’t really hold anything
back in that race. It is kind of
sad to know it’s over.”
“It still is registering with
me, and I think that’s why I
have been confused about this
last weekend, but I know it’s
not my last race because I still
want to run for the feeling of
satisfaction, the daily meditation,” said Kelly.
“It’s been an incredible
ride,” said Leeker. “It’s been a
long four years, lots of miles
and hours, but I’m glad to
have done it and wouldn’t
change a thing.”
Next season, Burka, Hetlage, Milnor, and Scott will
look to follow in the footsteps
of the graduating seniors and
lead the team back to another
State meet.
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Ignatian Family Teach-In
practice
In order to prepare for the
Ignatian Family Teach-In for
Justice, students traveled to
St. Louis University this past
Saturday for a Mock Advocacy Day to learn about the
US government and plan for
their advocacy to Senators
Roy Blunt and Claire McCaskill and Representative
Ann Wagner from Missouri
on Monday of the Teach-In.
The SLUH students observed
the SLU students present to
SLU Campus Ministers on issues of criminal justice, environmental justice, and immigration reform.
Annual faculty retreat gives
teachers a break from a hectic year
The SLUH faculty gathered
to participate in their annual
retreat on Monday. Held at
the Marianist Conference and
Retreat Center, the event was
designed to give the faculty a
break from their hectic schedules in order to reflect on their
experiences as Jesuit educators. Some of the faculty had
spent the night at the retreat
center, while others arrived by
canoe, a faculty retreat tradition. Talks were given by Danielle Harrison, Meg Beugg,
and Casey Beaumier S.J, from
Boston College.
Jeske Park album on iTunes
Jeske Park recently released its
first album Reality. The album
showcases six songs including
their most popular hit “Ninja
Lantern.” Jeske Park, which
formed in 2011 for a grade
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Friday, November 11

Schedule R

AP

Snack—Mac and Cheese Bites
Freshman Class Mass
Junior Ring Orders
Lunch Special—Fried Chicken
Vegetarian—Mashed potatoes
7:30pm Improv Show in the F. Joseph Schulte Theatre

Saturday, November 12

Ignatian Family Teach-In for Justice in Washington D.C.
7:30pm Improv Show in the F. Joseph Schulte Theatre

Sunday, November 13
school talent show, has made
its debut album available on
iTunes for $5.94. The band is
comprised of lifelong friends
Mark Enslin, Indigo Hudson,
Aaron Fisher, and Aaron’s
brother Ben Fisher.
Pham attends biology conference
Biology teacher Nhan Pham
joined hundreds of other
educators from all across the
nation for the four day National Association of Biology
Teachers (NABT) annual conference in Denver last week.
The teachers were brought up
to date on the latest developments in biology research.
They also had the opportunity
to learn about research-based
ways to improve their teaching methods and share ideas
about teaching. Pham plans
to implement some of what he
learned into his biology classes.
ACES hosts “Show the Democracy” film
This past Monday, ACES
worked with the St. Louis International Film Festival to
host a film for the fifth consecutive year. A director came to
SLUH, showing the film and

Improv Show

answering questions. Many
films were offered, but ACES
chose one entitled “Show Me
Democracy.” This film was
centered around a group of
students in an internship program working on a Missouri
bill regarding funding for
higher education.
Pax Christi hosts Election
Day prayer service
Pax Christi held a ten minute
prayer service after school on
Election Day on Tuesday to
pray for peace during and after the election. They prayed
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.
Also, during homeroom on
Election Day, Pax Christi provided a Starburst candy with a
short prayer in order to pray
for peace in the United States
and globally after Election
Day.
New art to celebrate Dante’s
Divine Comedy in M208
There are two murals going
up in M208 at St. Louis University High. Both are being
made for the Dante literature
class at SLUH. One, which Senior Kevin Gerstner and his
classmate Andrew Menker
are working on together, will
depict the gate that separates

ante-purgatory from purgatory proper. The mural above
the whiteboard at the front of
the room represents Dante’s
forehead, marked by the angel at the gate with seven P’s
to represent the seven deadly
sins. The artist on this piece is
senior Jonah Shaver. “These
are the first murals in the
classroom to depict scenes
from Purgatorio, the middle
volume in Dante’s three-part
Divine Comedy,” said Dante
teacher Dan Quinn. “The one
above the whiteboard in the
back of the room represents
the Inferno while the one on
the side wall depicts the splendor of the Paradiso.”
Moran receives U. of Chicago
award
English teacher Richard Moran has been awarded the
University of Chicago’s Outstanding Educator Award. A
freshman at the university
who was previously taught
by Moran nominated him for
the college’s award. Moran felt
honored to receive the award.
—Samuel J. Chechik, Brad
Gale, Joe Gilmore, Luke Veltz,
Ben Klevorn, Joe Laughlin,
Harrison Petty.

Prep News
Credits
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What’s your go-to Karate move?

What: Fourteen improvers along with the Circus
Club will be performing in The Live Show this upcoming weekend. They will be performing a series
of improv games where the details of the game will
be decided by the audience.
When: Friday, Nov. 11 at 7:30; Saturday, Nov. 12 at
7:30; and Sunday, Nov. 13 at 2:00.
Where: F. Joseph Schulte Theatre
Tickets can be purchased at the box office. $8 in advance, $10 at the door.

Ignatian Family Teach-In for Justice in Washington D.C.
2:00pm Improv Show in the F. Joseph Schulte Theatre

Monday, November 14

Schedule R
Ignatian Family Teach-In for Justice in Washington D.C.
AP
Snack—Chicken Bites
Lunch Special—Chick-fil-a

Tuesday, November 15
Break

Webster University
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Chicken Quesadilla
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Wednesday, November 16

Art Directors
Ian “Folding chair slam”
Mulvihill
Joe “Brick throw”
Fentress
Staff Artists
Lancer “The paper cutter”
Li

Reporters
Brad “Fist of a thousand
eagles” Gale
Ben “Around the house
kick” Klevorn
John “Hap Burke headlock” Burke
Matt “Coffee grinder”
Dorsey
James “The leaf blower”
Pollard
Joe “Round-about-kick”
Lux
Robert “Feel-good inc.”
Garner
Kevin “Run away” Murati

Block Day

Snack—Pizza Sticks
Lunch Special—Hand Breaded Chicken Tenders
Vegetarian—Salmon

Thursday, November 17

Schedule R

Friday, November 18

Schedule R

AP

NHS Meeting
Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch Special—Papa John’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Tilapia
AP

Junior Class Mass
Snack—Chicken Nuggets
Lunch Special—Toasted Ravioli
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
4:00pm C Basketball vs. CBC

calendar | Jack Schweizer

Cummings comes back
to SLUH to introduce
guest speaker
BY Matthew Quinlan
STAFF

F

ilm teacher Mark Cummings visited St. Louis U.
High, on Friday, Oct. 28, to inEditor in Chief
Will “Summoning Mr.
troduce a guest speaker to the
Sam “Karate Chotch!”
Zarrick” Kramer
American Directors film class,
Chechik
Jack “The toad twister”
which is currently being taught
Bailey
by Fine Arts teacher Kevin
News Editors
McKernan.
Andrew “Jaden Smith”
Staff
Cummings has been on
Pluff
Ben “Bolus Blast” Frailey
medical leave since the end of
Joseph “Ninjaflex”
Zach “The box cutter”
first semester of the 2015-16
Reznikov
Hennes
Jake “Combine Harvester” academic year after suffering a
stroke.
Sports Editors
Hennes
“Luckily, I was not as
Will “The Joe Godar chop” Nick “One inch punch”
damaged as many stroke vicFarroll
Gima
tims are,” said Cummings.
Andrew “The staple reJack “Classic gatorade”
Cummings has since been
mover” Modder
Waters
Matthew “Rugby tackle”
recovering, getting stronger
Features Editors
Quinlan
and seeing a physical therapist.
Galen “Wetting the bed”
He has been resting and enjoyBacharier
Staff Photographer
ing many films, as well as mesMatthew “Iron lotus” Book Brendan “Mad Godar
saging his son, Nate, ’15, who
lamb chop” Voigt
is currently studying at HarlaxCore Staff
ton College in England.

Liam “Foxtrot” Connolly
Matt “Thunder thighs
headlock” Godar
Sam “The LeGrand’s sandwich” Goedeker
Jack “The smooth jazz”
Schweizer

Block Day

Riley “The pencil sharpener” McEnery
Kyle “Sauced-up Slam”
Irvine
Contributing Photographers
Antwine “Camera slap”
Willis
Gaurav “Flash” Nigam
Louis “Cow” Barnes
Dominik “Hockey”
Skroska

Cummings returned to
SLUH for the first time in almost a year to continue the tradition of brining his friend and
classmate, Chris Clark, ’79, to
speak to the film class.
Clark is currently the Artistic Director of Cinema Saint
Louis (CSL), the organization
that produces the St. Louis
Film Festival. Clark spoke
about the films in the Festival, the selection process, and
some of his personal favorites.
“We had a great discussion,” said McKernan. “They
got to ask a ton of questions
about the whole process of
selecting films, what he’s into,
how he got involved in all of
this, and just how much work
goes into producing a film festival of this.”
Cummings
hopes
to return to SLUH to
teach in the fall of 2017.

Contributing Artists
Craig “Free Fentress”
Grzechowiak
Syed “The Krayn” Fakhryzada
Advisor
Mr. Ryan “The duck and
cover” McAnany
Moderator
Mr. Steve “the strikethrough” Missey

