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Behind the
Scenes: Dee
Byrd talks
home and
work balance
BY Zach
STAFF

McKissic racks
up point #1000
as a Jr. Bill
10th player in
SLUH history to
achieve the feat

Hennes

On Tuesday morning, staff
member Zach Hennes sat
down with Director of Environmental Services Dee Byrd
to discuss his time at SLUH
and why he does what he does.
Zach Hennes: Thank you so
much for meeting with me.
First of all, how did you end
up here at SLUH? What did
you do before this?
Dee Byrd: Well, I started off
here working with Food Service up in the Currigan Room
back when the Jesuits had a
contract with Food Service.
That used to be a dining room
just for the Jesuits back when
they still lived in the J-wing
and we served breakfast,
lunch, and dinner for them.
We did all the cooking and
serving for the Jesuits.
ZH: Is there a specific reason
you came to SLUH after that
or did you just see it as a good
opportunity for you?
DB: After a while of working
with Food Service, I had the
opportunity to come down
here. They had a maintenance
position here in the school,

BY Jack Waters and David
Gordon
STAFF, REPORTER

S
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LES MIS: The SLUH community celebrated the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception with an all school Mass yesterday. Fr.
Michael Marchlewski, S.J., presided and shared a clip from Les Misérables during his homily. After the homily, the faculty and
student body comissioned the senior class for Senior Projects in Janaury.

Advisory Committee discusses sustainability,
substance abuse, technology at first meeting
BY Samuel J. Chechik
EDITOR IN CHIEF

T

he
Advisory
Committee for Student Affairs (ACSA) convened on
Wednesday night for the
first time during the 20162017 school year, taking on
three issues for discussion:
sustainability, drugs and alcontinued on page 3 cohol, and technology. These

last two topics had also been
deliberated at the two previous ACSA meetings; sustainability was a new addition at
the request of social studies
teacher Anne Marie Lodholz.
“I thought that the topics we discussed were necessary to talk about, especially
getting some of the feedback
from the drugs and alcohol
conversation and from the

technology conversation are
things that I know I will pursue, move forward with,” said
Assistant Principal for Student Life Brock Kesterson.
“It was a good way for us to
realize we need to continue
to further the discussion we
had last year. For the technology, I think there were a lot of
things that came to light for
me.”

Retreat days: Opportunity for some, days off for others
Joseph Reznikov and
Matt Quinlan
BY

NEWS EDITOR, STAFF

T

wo years ago, in an attempt to accommodate
students and faculty who did
not want to attend retreats at
the expense of missing school

days, retreat days were added
to the schedule in November and April. While many
retreats are being moved
to these retreat days, other
retreats are still being held
periodically throughout the
school.

“We have a problem,
a good problem, that other
schools may or may not have:
that we have students who
don’t want to miss school,”
said campus minister Dan Finucane.
The retreat weeks are
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News

Issues Day Forum
As a follow up to Issues Day in
November there will be a follow
up forum on Monday. Check out
the article to learn more about
how it will run and what you can
expect. Page 2
News

Adopt-A-Family
As the Adopt-A-Family wraps
up today, check out what else the
drive still needs before they deliver the gifts next week. Page 2

designed specifically so that
as many students as possible have the opportunity to
go on a retreat. This past retreat week over Thanksgiving
break, students from every
class had the opportunity to
either go on a retreat or help
lead a retreat.
However, it is debatable
whether the new retreat days
are leading to more students
going on retreats. One hundred thirty-six out of 262
members (52 percent) of the
class of 2016 attended a retreat as a junior, which was
before the implementation of
retreat weeks. In the first year
of retreat weeks—last year—
132 of 274 juniors (48.5 percent) attended a retreat (class
of 2017). There are currently
145 juniors signed up for a
retreat, and campus minister
Brian Gilmore estimates that

continued on page 4

YCC hosts speaker
Last Thursday the Young Conservatives Club hosted Australian native and acclaimed speaker
Nick Adams to talk about his experience with America. Page 2
A perspective
News Editor Andrew Pluff steps
back to look at the influence time
has on his life. Page 3

BY Jake
STAFF

Hennes

A

Sports

Basketball marches on
The BasketBills bounced back
from the first loss of the season to
defeat Hazelwood Central, look
for success in Kansas City tournament. Page 5
Sports

continued on page 6

Doctors tour SLUH
for potential science
renovations

lumni, parents, and
doctors associated with
SLUH were given a tour of the
current science labs and met
with President David Laughlin to discuss possible renovations this past Saturday. This
is one of multiple meetings
that have taken place in order
to talk about updates to the
school’s science labs.
“The idea of the meetings was to have doctors who
are either graduates of SLUH
or parents of students to get
a chance to visit with one
another along with a few science faculty and some SLUH
students who are interested
in pursuing medicine as a cacontinued on page 4 reer,” said science teacher Tim

news

Opinion

Nine parents, five faculty
members, and 31 students
met in the library at 6:00 p.m.
Kesterson called the meeting to order, and after an introduction and brief history
of ACSA and the evening’s
agenda, he handed it over to
sophomore Paul Gillam for
prayer.
Lodholz took the helm

enior Brandon McKissic
scored his 1000th career
point in last week’s basketball
season opener against Eureka.
With 984 points going
into his senior season, McKissic has already established
himself as a lethal scorer and
the vocal leader for the U.
High team.
“He’s done a good job
of being vocal and working
his tail off every day in practice for us, he’s really made
himself a leader, I mean you
can’t have words without actions,” said head coach Erwin
Claggett. “He did have some
pretty good examples to follow like Hunter, Ollie Tettamble and Matty Nester did it
for us last year too. He’s been
around some pretty good
guys to follow in leadership.”
McKissic scored 19
points to lead SLUH to victory over Eureka, which included a final spinning layup
to reach 1000.
“It was a good feeling to

Koestner Hall of Fame
Racquetball coach Joe Koestner
was inducted into the Missouri
Racquetball Hall of Fame last
week after 31 years leading the
Racquetbills. Page 6

O’Keefe.
During a small breakfast,
students had an opportunity
to meet with the doctors before they gave a short tour of
the science facilities.
After the short tour, they
talked about how the science
curriculum has changed.
“The doctors got an update on the SLUH science
curriculum and some of the
changes that have occurred
over the years. This includes
more electives for seniors
and more of an emphasis on
STEM in the curriculum,”
said O’Keefe.
After hearing about the
current science clubs and
curriculum, the doctors had
an opportunity to make sug-

continued on page 8
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Wilmes wins 15th annual Shakespeare contest

BY Jake Renfer
REPORTER

S

LUH held its annual
Shakespeare
Contest
in the Schulte Theater last
Thursday. This event is organized by English teacher
Chuck Hussung and features
students reciting monologues
from the works of Shakespeare. This years’ contestants
were senior Sam Chechik and
juniors Nick Parisi, Darren
Tucker, and Luke Wilmes.
This year’s contest was
reviewed by a set of judges:
English teacher Michelle
Hand, Fine Arts teacher Kevin McKernan, and Fine Arts
teacher Scott Schoonover.
“I was very impressed
how the students, of such
young age, were able to embody characters with different unique life experiences so
well,” said Hand.
Wilmes ended up winning the competition. He portrayed the character Benedick
in a scene from Shakespeare’s
Much Ado About Nothing.
“In AP Honors English
this year, we read Much Ado
About Nothing, and I really
liked the play and this particular scene, so I ended up
choosing it,” said Wilmes.
The competition required the student to memorize a monologue and recite it,

BY Ben Klevorn
REPORTER

A
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Junior Luke Wilmes performing a monologue from Much Ado About Nothing.

but to win, you really had to
go above and beyond.
“With Shakespeare writings, you can’t just memorize
and recite the lines, you really
have to put yourself inside
the character and really try
to embody that person,” said
Wilmes.
Parisi took second place
with his performance of the
role of “the son” in an excerpt
from King Henry the 6th.
“When you get there,
everybody is so nervous, but
we were all supporting one

another and hoping that we
would all do well,” said Parisi.
“All four of the performances were strong,” said
Hussung. “The four participants seemed happy and excited to be there and they all
had looked to be having fun
throughout the whole event,”
Hussung said.
Wilmes will now go onto
the local competition where
he will compete with others
to give a final performance in
New York.
“I will be practicing and

working harder than ever to
make sure I give it my best
shot,” said Wilmes.
Hussung
encouraged
students to consider participating next year.
“Having the ability to
take words and transform
them onto this lively, living
person is such a valuable skill
and a gift to the community,”
Hussung said.
“If you like Shakespeare
or acting in general, this is
definitely something you
should try,” said Hand.

Giving SLUHsday
The annual Giving SLUHsday raised $26,540 for the financial aid program last Tuesday—the
most money raised in the day’s history. The day of donations was a part of a national holiday
for high schools and nonprofits called “Giving Tuesday.” Following Black Friday and Cyber
Monday, the goal of the day is to raise as much money as possible in a 24-hour time period.
SLUH exceeded its goal of $18,625 by $8,000 this year.

2016: $26,540 (Goal: 200/$18,625)
2015: $22,475 (Goal: $9,201)
2014: $9,200

ChessBills Sweep Alton Young Conservatives host
Sydney ex-mayor’s talk
High 5-0
Blake Johnson
reporter
BY

O

ut of their normal playing space and with some
young talent on display, the
SLUH V2 ChessBills easily bested a traveling Alton
team Wednesday night, earning three wins in three played
matches and taking two
games by forfeit.
Although chess season
has only just begun, the team
has already engaged in several matches against other
schools. The varsity team took
the bench this week, which
allowed a younger and lessexperienced group of players
to have their shot against a
strong Alton squad.
Junior Connor Worley
and seniors Joseph Reznikov
and Jacob Safarian all captured wins to lead the team
to a 3-0 victory. Sophomores
Ben Kleffner and John Marx
were also scheduled to play,
but their would-be opponents
forfeited the games due to
sickness.
Worley, who resided at
board one and dueled Alton’s
top player, took nearly two
hours to mate his opponent.

Issues Day follow-up
on Monday to give
students opportunity
to voice opinions

Of the three SLUH competitors, Worley was the only
one with previous experience
in interscholastic chess competition.
“He was our lead board,
and he won the game pretty
handily against their number one,” chess moderator
and coach Rich Esswein said
about Worley’s performance.
“We had victories all across
the board.”
Safarian, a new face in
the Chess Club, played and
won his first interscholastic
chess game in a mere eight
moves.
“(My opponent) made a
couple of mistakes early, and
I capitalized,” Safarian said of
his impressive performance.
“I was nervous coming into it,
but I settled myself and made
sure I thought my moves
through.”
Next Wednesday, the
team will travel to Vianney,
a chess powerhouse, to play
against their B team. Due to
the size of Vianney’s team, it’s
not likely the team will have
any forfeited games.

about American greatness
BY Sam Goedeker
CORE STAFF

N

ick Adams, the youngest ever mayor of Sydney, Australia, came to SLUH
last Thursday to speak about
America.
According to his website, Adams is an international
spokesperson for American
ideals and conservatism, has
been on many news shows including the O’Reilly Factor on
Fox News, and has spoken in
many different countries including Germany, South Korea, and Britain.
Sophomore Tate Portell,
whose family is friends with
Adams, asked him to speak
at SLUH and asked the Young
Conservatives Club to sponsor the event.
“We’d love to have a
speaker series,” said junior
Drew Kirchoff. “We will probably stick with non-politicians
though, because we know it
can get messy bringing a politician to a school.”
Adams spoke to about 50
people in the Commons about
the greatness of America. Adams spoke for around 45 min-

utes and then opened up for
a Q&A session. Adams, who
clearly expected questions
that were more light-hearted
and about Australia, was a bit
taken aback by the questions
he received.
During the talk Adams,
an immigrant, talked about
his great patriotism for the
United States. Junior Delton
Utsey opened the questioning
by asking where Adam’s patriotism comes from, then followed up with, “So as a Black
and Native American man in
the U.S., where should my patriotism stem from? Because I
don’t see a place of acceptance,
I see a place of oppression.”
After that the races were
off. The Q&A lasted for a little
over an hour, consisting of
thought-provoking questions
and equally thought-provoking answers. After Adams’
time was up he thanked the
school and students for welcoming him to St. Louis and
for the great questions they
asked, and promised to try
and keep in touch and help
the club get more speakers in
front of the student body.

s a way to follow up on
Issues Day in November,
the Issues Day Forum scheduled for Monday will offer
students a chance to engage
in civil discourse about relevant political issues.
“The idea is that it gives
people a chance to talk about
how they have been feeling
since the election,” said campus minister Dan Finucane.
The forum will be held
this Monday in the Commons during activity period.
There will be no speakers like there were on Issues
Day, but student leaders will
facilitate the discussions with
teachers and students in small
groups before the whole gathering meets at the end for
more discussion.
Junior Trent Adelmann
will be serving as a student
leader and has met with Finucane, along with the other

leaders, to go over a list of
questions that will be brought
up.
“We want a really good
discussion, but really civil to
stir up interests in certain topics,” said Adelmann.
According to Finucane,
a lot of the conversation will
be about social issues as well
as ways to bridge our divided
community. He also encourages students to bring good
questions and share their
thoughts and ideas.
“Honestly, we want to
make sure people are able to
share their beliefs,” said Finucane.
A similar forum occurred during Dooley Week
last year, and according to
Finucane, it was a success. He
hopes this year will be just as
good if not better.
“We had about 70 people
last year, had great discussions, and learned a lot from
one another,” said Finucane.

Adopt-A-Family ends
today, results to be
announced next week
BY James Pollard
REPORTER			

T

he annual Adopt-AFamily Drive wraps up
today. This year, St. Louis U.
High has adopted 55 families
total, with 44 being adopted
by homerooms and 11 by faculty, staff, and alumni moms.
Each student is invited to donate five dollars of his own
money to go towards fulfilling those items that SLUH is
unable to fulfill. The overflow
will go toward Schnucks gift
cards for the families.
“I will say, it’s been the
best first days of the AdoptA-Family Drive since I’ve
been working on it the last six
or seven years,” said Campus
Minister Simonie Anzalone.
Many of the families
have immigrated here and reside in South City. SLUH has
been working with International Institute, which assists
in acclimating families to St.
Louis, helping the children
with after-school programs
as well as helping adults with
English programs and health
services, for the last eight
years with our Adopt-A-Family Drive.
Although the drive of-

ficially ends today, Campus
Ministry will still be accepting
your donations next Monday
and is looking for students
to help with other aspects of
it beyond this week. On Dec.
12 and 13, Campus Ministry
is looking for at least ten student volunteers per period to
wrap gifts.
“You do not have to be a
fantastic wrapper, you do not
have to be a wrapper at all.
Our moms are awesome and
will teach you,” said Anzalone.
On Dec. 16, students are
needed to load, drive, and
unload the gifts at St. Francis
Community Services Southside.
In addition to service
hours and the good feeling
that comes from helping the
less fortunate, the student volunteers will also be served hot
chocolate and churros by the
clients of St. Francis Community Services - Southside.
“It’s a wonderful way to
really get into the Christmas
spirit,” said Anzalone.
Students are welcome to
sign up for these service opportunities on x2vol, or to
simply show up.
artwork | Jackson DuCharme
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Schedules: Defined or defining?
BY Andrew Pluff
NEWS EDITOR

S

chedules and time. That
is what is pushing to take
over my life. Studying for
tests, quizzes, writing a paper,
college apps. For the last three
months of my life, I have had
applications for colleges hanging over my head and occupying most of my little free time.
Deadlines are eternally looming, especially at SLUH.
Now that my last activities form is filled out, my last
supplemental essay written,
and my last application submitted, I am able to step back
a bit and look at the forest
instead of just the trees. The
one thing all those tasks have
in common is time. They all
take time to do and have to
be done by some day, hour,
and minute. Time is the thing
that turns a normal activity into something that causes
immense stress. Time turns
things from activities to tasks.
Time is a hard thing to
grasp. The word “time” has
upwards of 15 definitions and
variations, some very simple,
like “a point of time as measured in hours and minutes
past midnight or noon” and
some very complex, “a nonspatial continuum that is measured in terms of events which
succeed one another from past
through present to future.”
But, as hard as it is to grasp,
it’s a thing that I am guilty of
letting control my life.
One question about time

Prep News

has been stuck in my mind
lately, “What level of control
do I have over my time, and
what level of control do I let it
have over me?”
The first part is simple,
I have effectively no control
over time itself. It would be
super cool to wake up one day
and be able to control time, to
start and stop it as I please, to
slow it down, or speed it up,
but I don’t have that power,
yet. So I’m stuck being pushed
by the constantly moving idea
that is time.
But I do have an immense amount of control over
what I do with my time. There
is some stuff that I can’t avoid
or that is chosen for me: I will
continue to go to school, I
worked last summer and will
again this year, and I will have
to go back to Dr. Markarian
to get my teeth cleaned. But
even in those things I get a
certain amount of say. I got to
choose to work at Annbriar
Golf Course, I got to choose
to take Alienated Hero and
AP Microeconomics, and I
get to choose to have my dentist appointment on Tuesday,
Dec. 27 at 9:30 a.m., but then
when that appointment rolls
around, or the warning bell
for Econ starts, it seems like
I’m always in a rush to get
there on time.
The control that time
has over me is immense.
Right now as I write this, I
am watching the clock to see
when I should go finish home-

PN Vault
War, what is it good for?

work, so I can eventually get
to bed at a reasonable hour.
So now, after I’m out of school
for the day, I sit here wishing
I had more time, when just
four hours ago I was sitting in
a room wishing time would
move quicker so I could move
on to the next class and then
the end of the day.
That’s what strikes me
as odd. I spend a lot of time
wishing I had more of it, and a
lot of time wishing it would go
faster. It’s hard to stay engaged
in my current surroundings
when so much else is going
on in my mind at the same
time. As a teenager at SLUH,
sometimes it seems like only
this week matters and that if I
can get through it, I’ll be fine. I
get so caught up in the current
goings on in my life that I lose
sight of the forest for the trees.
Ever since August, it
seems like I’ve been stuck in
the thick undergrowth, plugging away, one assignment at a
time, but recently, I took a step
back and noticed some things.
Firstly, we seniors do not have
a lot of time left at SLUH,
just a few months before we
will no longer be high school
students. This year, I have not
stepped back often enough,
mostly out of fear of missing
something. Time has become
precious to me over my high
school career, and that has
been good and bad. Good in
the sense that it makes me
think about decisions, but bad
because sometimes I think too

much. I get so caught up in the
concern that I might waste my
time that I can’t enjoy what I
am doing now.
Lately, I’ve been trying
to focus more on the ‘why’ of
the things I do and as a result,
when I do step back and look
at the forest, I am constantly
surprised. Earlier this week,
as I was looking through the
readings I had in both Econ
and Alienated Hero, I found
myself wishing I was just done
with it and trying to figure out
how I could do it faster. Once
I noticed that, I took a step
back and looked at the forest
of tasks and realized that this
work wasn’t forced upon me
as I had thought for the entirety in my time in school;
each of these tasks was related
to a decision I had made about
how I wanted to spend my
time at school. I own my time
and chose to take the classes
I am. So I made my way back
to my chair and sat down, and
remembering the excitement
about the subjects that had led
to me taking these classes, I
spent the next hour immersed
in the world of Oedipus, actually enjoying the story. By
seeing the decisions behind
my tasks—even when I was
forced to do something—I
found myself much more content in the end. I now have
less doubts, less boredom, less
stress, and overall enjoy what I
choose to do more.

(continued from page 1)

and I applied for it with Ray
Manker, who was supervisor
at the time, and Fr. Tom Cummings, who was the president
at the time. After I applied for
that, I received the O.K. to
start working for the school
and that’s how I started.
ZH: So what does this job all
entail? What do you all do
here?
DB: Well, I am the Director
of Environmental Services,
which includes custodial. We
are responsible for the cleanliness of the school and preparing all the set-ups and breakdowns of all the different
events that involve the school
or outside the school. Pretty
much anything on campus,
including all the banquets.
We also do the preparing of
the school on a daily basis.
We clean all the classrooms

ing the summer. They help us
to prepare the school for the
next school year. They help us
strip floors, clean carpets and
glass, just the entire spectrum
of getting the school ready for
the next school year. Those
work grant guys are a big help
to us.
ZH: Do you ever wish you had
more student interaction than
you get?
DB: Yeah, I mean we do get to
kind of interact with the students just as a meet and greet
or a ‘how you doing’ and just
seeing guys in the hallway. But
like I said, the general time we
meet students is during the
work grant program.
ZH: What do you like to do
when you are not here at
school?
DB: Well I don’t have much
time. Really I take care of my
disabled wife, so that eats up

Dee Byrd being recognized at yesterday’s
Mass. Byrd will retire in January.

SLUH Holiday Quirks of
Years Past
archives | Vol. 49, Issue 16

December of 1983 featured a school scare, as seven students were assaulted
and robbed of their belongings on the way to bus stops, although none of them were
seriously injured and all recovered their belongings, with one of the groups being
rescued by a KFC employee.

archives | Vol. 5, Issue 5

and do general maintenance.
It’s a year-round job, a big job.
We also supervise the work
grant program, which is a big
help for us. There is no way
we could maintain this school
without the help of the work
grant program and all the students that assist us.
ZH: It sounds like a pretty
busy job. Do you find all the
work you do here rewarding?
DB: Very much so. I have been
in this department working
with the school for 36 years
now. I have worked for some
different companies and when
I landed this job here, after so
many years, I said to myself,
‘Well, I think this is the place
that I want to finish out my career if it’s possible.’ So 36 years
later, here I am.
ZH: That’s awesome. So, how
much student interaction do
you get?
DB: On a daily basis, we work
with the work grant guys. We
utilize them to clean up the
classrooms after school, empty trash cans, clean hallways
and stairs, really anything that
has to do with maintaining
the school. We also work with
the work grant students dur-

photo | Sulli Wallisch

a lot of my time for myself,
which I’m not complaining.
My wife is a fantastic person
and I know if things were reversed, she would definitely
do the same for me. On my off
time, I’m kind of helping her
to have a little better life. She
had a stroke a few years ago
and she really struggles sometimes.
ZH: Well I’m really sorry to
hear that.
DB: But it’s all good. She’s doing pretty good. I will be retiring beginning next year so I’ll
be spending a lot more of my
time interacting with her.
ZH: That’s really nice. Is there
anything else you would want
the general student body to
know about you?
DB: I would just like them to
know that my whole staff is really dedicated to making this
school a better place for you
guys. We do it for the whole
faculty and staff too, but you
guys are the main reason my
guys work so hard to keep
this place clean and do all
the events and banquets and
everything. We do it for the
students.

archives | Vol. 53, Issue 16

Written approximately a month after the bombing on Pearl Harbor, this editorial, in one of the earliest editions of Prep News, reflects the attitude of war as
the United States enters the World War II.

The week before Christmas of 1988 brought the ‘Air
Jam’, a winter mixer that featured a number of student
bands, all of them mediocre.
In fact, according to the Prep
News’ coverage, the entire
event was deemed a failure
save for the prescence of women. They raised $400, however.
Good job, guys!

Poetry Out Loud
Come to SLUH’s 11th Poetry
Out Loud performance!
Seven student-performed poems
Activity Period
Theater

Behind the Scenes
@ SLUH: Dee Byrd,
caretaker of campus
and family

3

—Compiled by Galen Bacharier.

The ’80s editions of the
Prep News often featured fantastic hand-drawn art, sometimes even spanning entire
pages; Christmas issues always
sported a full-page drawing.
Here’s a sampling from Volume 48, with a lovely (and
slightly disconcerting) Santa
and elf holding up the credits.

archives | Vol. 48, Issue 16
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Students, faculty, parents convene Two years in review: Retreat days
The retreat that took said Ehlman. “The cool thing,
(continued from page 1)
to discuss SLUH issues at ASCA
about 150 out of 250 juniors place at White House was though, is that we say ‘This is
(continued from page 1)

from there, giving a brief history of SLUH’s sustainability
efforts when it comes to food,
food waste, and SLUH’s food
provider, the Food Service
Consultants (FSC). She also
admired the current work
being done by the Sustainabills—a club that has held a
few events in the fall and winter months concerning food
waste, like at St. Patrick’s Center—and asked the group for
thoughts about what SLUH’s
current efforts in sustainable
food look like from a student
or parent perspective.
Some of the students
characterized SLUH’s food as
not appetizing, not healthy, or
of low quality.
There are, however,
healthy options available in
the lunch line, as many students attested; the salad bar
and sandwich bar were both
cited as examples. Some saw
the “healthy” options as just
as bad as the unhealthy ones
due to the increased prices by
weight for salads and sandwiches compared to the somewhat cheaper options of more
unhealthy food.
Balancing the economic
and healthy benefits of the
cafeteria food was a concern
among both students and parents.
One
example
that
Lodholz cited about SLUH
pushing into healthier food
was the change from five days
of doughnuts and milk for
breakfast in the morning to
only one day.
Lodholz has also been
working on a sustainability
survey entitled “Your experiences of Food at SLUH” that
she sent to all of the ACSA
attendees, asking participants
about their involvement with
and perception of sustainable
food in the SLUH community.
Other ideas included increased nutritional labeling
for food in the cafeteria and
an increased amount of time
for student lunch, though
the latter was immediately
dropped after Kesterson’s remarks about students usually
leaving the Si Commons early
instead of taking the whole
time.
The conversation then
switched to the second topic,
drugs and alcohol at SLUH;
parents had more input on
this topic compared to sustainability. At first, the discussion focused on what a
student should do to get help
when it comes to drugs and
alcohol. The discussion of
marijuana being a “gateway
drug” prompted some to
think out loud about the potential for harder drugs like
heroin and cocaine, though
many students pushed back at
the suggestion that students at
SLUH were using those drugs.
The option for kids to
go and talk to other kids was
the general consensus among
students at the meeting, with
many citing how students
would rather go to a friend
than a trusted teacher only because the chances of spreading would be minimized, according to them. They said
that the culture promoted the

idea of the less SLUH knows,
the better. There was also a
sense from some students that
there was a chance to “ruin
one’s reputation,” as one put it,
or that “a student’s pride is at
stake,” said another.
Though the “consequences for doing it is daunting,” it
doesn’t discourage the usage
of the drugs, one student said.
The topic of drugs and
“SLUH stress”—a term coined
by junior Matt Rauschenbach
at the meeting—became a
new subtopic that brought up
the difficulty of classes and
sports, and the pressure from
all sides on a SLUH student
gives many the idea that they
need a break and then choose
drugs as that outlet.
At one point in the meeting, a student asked the parents if their actions in high
school imitated what they
were hearing some students
participating in, and while
many did raised their hand
saying that they experimented with substances in high
school, one parent was quick
to explain how that fear of
making mistakes like that or
messing up only pushed them
further to protect their kids
from involving themselves in
those activities.
Some students thought
that SLUH parents had a tendency to think that “my kids
just hang around with good
kids,” when, at times, that may
not be the case. Others suggested that high school students involved in drug-related
activities—specifically SLUH
boys—have a tendency to
think that they’re “invincible”
or the “that will never happen
to me” mentality. That’s why
fear tactics are ineffective at
SLUH, some students reckoned.
Kesterson brought up
the committee formed last
year called the Drugs, Tobacco, and Alcohol Committee (DTAC)—made up of
him and three students, all seniors—and spoke about how
that sort of further conversation was necessary for these
topics. He also sees the possibility of student involvement
in these issues down the road.
After a quick wrap-up of
responses, Kesterson shifted
to the third and final portion
of the meeting—technology.
One student started off the
meeting with an obligatory:
“Can I be honest? iPads were a
waste of money and time.”
Though this initial comment did spark mixed reactions, the conversation went
on relatively smoothly afterwards, as that same student
went on to discuss the benefits
of note-taking with pen and
paper and the gaming culture
inside and outside of classes as
evidence for his initial claim.
The discussion trended
towards bantering about the
limits and benefits of the
iPad’s technology, how laptops
could have been a better solution, and student input in the
entire administrative decision
of transitioning into Apple’s
iPad for the final 1:1 technology decision.
While some parents
thought that 1:1 technology

would help prepare students
for the college classroom, a
section of students that commented were partial to the
more traditional learning
style, though some did recognize the iPad’s potential.
The problem of teachers
being able to stop gaming in
class or multi-tasking in class
was also brought up as a point
against iPads.
Though many students
and parents had opinions
about the iPad’s limitations
and how another device
would be a better choice, senior and STUCO President
Thomas Leeker said bluntly
that “Technology at SLUH is
here to stay across the board
and is never going away.”
Leeker noted that SLUH has
made its transition, there is no
going back to no technology
required, so SLUH will have
to be able to adapt as the years
roll on.
A few students reflected
on the meeting’s rhetoric, the
actions SLUH can take after
the meeting, and how SLUH
can move forward in the topics of sustainability, drugs and
alcohol, and technology.
“There were so many
people who wanted to talk
that it made it hard to move
from point to point and then
move to maybe a more concrete ‘What can we do?’ question,” said Leeker. “However,
I still think it was successful;
that was the point of what it
is. People—whether it be a
teacher, faculty member, or
student—bringing their opinion, their comments, whatever they have about a certain
issue to the table. I think that
certainly happened.”
“I think in terms of the
cafeteria, there is a whole lot
of frustration about the quality of the food. But people
definitely still buy there and
enjoy it. For drugs and alcohol, I think people like
to separate SLUH and what
they do or don’t do on the
weekends,” said junior Pierce
Hastings. “If they partition
it in their brains, they might
feel less personal responsibility for their actions. So it’s not
really talked about. And in
terms of technology, there is
even more frustration. Even
if people like the iPads, most
people don’t think it is used to
its fullest potential. So most
people think there could be
improvement in the technology program.”
For the 2016-2017 school
year, Kesterson estimated that
he will only head two ACSA
meetings: one in December
and one in March. After this
first meeting, however, he
said that he might switch that
up, perhaps adding a third
into the mix into the second
semester. For now, the next
meeting will be held the evening of Wednesday, March 22.
A potential topic will be student stress.
“These are huge, very
complex, very boring issues
that are not going to be easy to
solve and are going to be persistent, and they’re just going
to keep—not happening—but
continue to exist,” said Leeker.

(60 percent) will end up going
on a retreat. So while Gilmore
does project a small increase
in overall retreat attendance
for juniors, there isn’t much
difference in the numbers yet.
Some retreats in particular are having an increase
in attendance, though. Last
year, a White House retreat
was held in both October and
November. However, October
attendance was substantially
lower than November, with
only 17 attendees compared
to 42.
“When we approached
students about going (on
White House) in October, the
response we got was ‘I don’t
want to miss class,’” said campus minister Nick Ehlman.
In order to accommodate this, both White House
retreats—renamed
Junior
Retreat—were moved to November.
The Junior Retreat was
easily the most popular of
the retreats that took place
over the retreat days during
Thanksgiving week, with 70
attendees. Because this number was so much higher than
past years, Campus Ministry
was forced to split the group
between two retreat centers:
White House Retreat Center
and Todd Hall Retreat Center.

once again led by P.E. teacher
Patrick Zarrick, with several
other faculty members helping.
“I thought it was beautiful, calm, and relaxing,” said
junior Matt Coplen, “and I
especially liked how we had
days off and there was no
stress about school.”
The hope is not only to
make retreats more convenient for students, but faculty
as well. Some teachers are
worried about missing classes
because of the hassle of finding subs, as well as the other
stresses that come from not
being in school.
“The goal is twofold with
these retreat days,” said Ehlman. “First, so students can
feel more comfortable about
going on retreats because
they’re not missing classes.
But also so faculty going on
retreats don’t have to worry
about subbing or missing
time.”
While retreat days are a
great way for students to still
go on retreats without missing classes, there are difficulties that come an for extended
break.
“It almost feels like coming back from spring break.
You know that you’re going
to have to do some review,”

how much we value retreats.
We’re not going to have classes right now so you can go
on your retreat and not miss
academics.’ I think that’s really
cool.”
Another retreat that took
place during the fall retreat
days was the Service Learning Retreat, which is a change
from last year when it took
place in the spring. Campus
Ministry moved the retreat to
the retreat week in the fall in
the hopes that there would be
more interest. However, the
change in date did not yield
the expected results. While
there was still an increase in
student sign-ups for the Service Retreat, there were not as
many sign-ups as expected.
The retreat was made up of
two seniors, three sophomores, and three juniors.
Last year the retreat had three
members in total, all juniors.
“We certainly had more
people on the retreat, which
is good, but we did not have
a lot of seniors go, I think just
because of having a Kairos
and senior advisors at Freshman Retreat,” said Finucane.
Because senior advisors are now required to lead
freshman retreat, Campus
Ministry is encouraging more

continued on page 8
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Across
1 Every episode of this classic
sitcom has a Superman reference in it
6 Organizations that contribute to political campaigns
8 Yogi Bear would often try to
steal one of these (or a basket
of this)
9 Stephen Gostkowski is the
highest-paid NFL player at
this position
10 “____ To Joy”
11 Should I ___ or Should I
go?
12 Famous fictional kid’s
show street
13 Fictional characters with
this name include a young
cartoon scientist and a serial
killer forensic investigator
15 Witches ride these

17 Highest grossing movie of
all time (Unadjusted for inflation)
20 The birthstone of this
month is Ruby
21 The largest breed of deers
22 To release the tie on something is to ____ it
23 1985 Futuristic Sci-Fi novel: _____ Game
24 Apple brand name of computer
25 A dish of fried and beaten
eggs

5 Engaging in a fight: “Put up
your _____”
6 Famous Cubist/Surrealist
artist
7 Famous Clapton-led rock
band that sang “Sunshine of
your Love”
14 The SECOND highest
grossing movie ever (Unadjusted for inflation)
15 If you go to THE Ohio
State, you are a _______
16 This vermin species is usually described as “naked”
18 A Spider-Man Villain, also
Down
a synonym of toxin
2 Term for a letter from an 19 Somethings that’s stylishly
Apostle in the Bible
old, lovingly vintage
3 Famous ones include Rea- 20 Famous ones include Judy,
gan and Drew
Dredd, and Scalia
4 Last name of famous “Narcos” drug-lord

Can you say 9-0? IceBills remain undefeated
after three road victories

Basketball bounces back
with convincing win
over Hazelwood Central
Matt Godar
CORE STAFF

T

The team celebrating a 2-1 victory against De Smet last Friday night.

Will Farroll
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity hockey team dished
out some tasteful losses this
past week, as they added to
their perfect record. The Jr.
Bills downed De Smet 2-1 on
Friday, followed by a 4-1 win
against Kirkwood the next
night. Then, they took down
Oakville 8-0 on Monday to
make their record 9-0 going
into tomorrow’s game against
Vianney.
The Jr. Bills started off
their first of three away games
against the De Smet Spartans
in a close game last Friday
night.
The feet were flying early
and it seemed like the speed
of the De Smet offense dazed
the Jr. Bills, but only for a few
minutes. After playing some
solid defense and some great
saves from sophomore Brendan Rasch, SLUH was on the
offensive.
Despite many scoring
chances, the Jr. Bills were unable to find the back of the net
in the first period and it ended
0-0, but not before De Smet
drew a SLUH roughing pen-

alty at the end of the period.
Down a man, the Jr. Bills
started on the penalty kill, but
were evened at 13:39, when
a De Smet player went to the
box for slashing. With 13:00
left in the second, SLUH had a
chance on the power play, but
couldn’t convert.
“We were not at our best.
As a team we were a little
slower than normal. It was
just an off night for us I think,”
said head coach Kevin Fitzpatrick.
Finally during an uneven
possession, senior Luke Gassett got the puck behind the
De Smet net and centered it.
The puck went off a De Smet
defender and found a way into
the back of the net for the first
goal of the game and a 1-0
SLUH lead.
De Smet responded
quickly and began to dominate in possession time and
shots. With 7:07 left in the
period, the Spartans took a
shot from the right side that
deflected off a SLUH defenseman and into the net. It was all
tied up again.
De Smet didn’t let up,
but the efforts of the SLUH

defense and Rasch kept them
in it and the second period
ended with the score still 1-1,
but the Spartans outshot the
Jr. Bills 20-17.
Much like the second, the
tempo of the third was in favor of De Smet. With 8:04 left
they had a great shot on goal
that Rasch denied.
On a lucky bounce with
3:48 left in the game, senior
Liam Knobbe took a shot
from the point to create a rebound opportunity, which
trickled through the five-hole
of the De Smet goalie. The Jr.
Bills went up 2-1, leaving it up
to the defense.
They proved themselves
as they had throughout the
game and Rasch had another
flurry of saves with a minute
left as De Smet pulled their
goalie for the extra man.
The Jr. Bills took the
game 2-1 but were outshot for
the first time all season, 28-26.
“It’s going to happen, but
the kids battled, didn’t quit,
and got the win, but it was
definitely not one of our best
efforts,” said Fitzpatrick.
“You know the De Smet
game was a little closer and
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uglier than we wanted, but we
came out with two points and
that’s all that matters,” said junior Trevor White.
The Jr. Bills played a late
game against Kirkwood the
next night that started 30
minutes after the original start
time of 9:15.
From the beginning, the
game had a chippy tone to it,
with both teams’ physicality
showing. Kirkwood was the
first to go to the box for crosschecking with 12:09 left in
the first period. The Pioneers
successfully killed the SLUH
power play and continued to
keep the Jr. Bills at bay with
the help of a stellar goaltender.
Right after another power play, junior Nick Corker
found the back of the net with
only eight seconds left in the
period.
With a 1-0 lead the Jr.
Bills kept up a multitude of
shots, all stopped by the Kirkwood goalie, who continued
to deny the puck entry into
the net.
At the 12-minute mark
the Pioneers took a shot from
the goal line on the left side

continued on page 7

XC Club travels to Nike Cross Regionals
Andrew Modder
SPORTS EDITOR

S

even St. Louis U. High
cross country runners
traveled to Terre Haute, Ind.
to compete in the Midwest
Regional Qualifier Race for
the Nike Cross Nationals
(NXN) on Saturday, Nov. 13.
The regional took place
at the LeVern Gibson Cross
Country
Course,
Nike’s
course solely dedicated to
cross country, and was one
of eight regional qualifiers for
the national race in Portland,
Ore.
Representing the St. Louis XC Club were seniors Roman Lipinski, Thomas Leeker,
and Matt Northcott, junior
Paul Burka, and sophomores
Patrick Hetlage, Reed Milnor,
and Justin Koesterer.
The SLUH cross country
team had not participated in
this race for the past two years
due to a lack of interest from

team members, but this year,
when the option of going with
the XC Club was presented,
several guys got on board with
the idea.
“Over the past decade,
the SLUH XC team has made
a tradition of competing (in
this race),” said Northcott.
“With the season theme of
‘the return of the Blue Army,’
this tradition seemed like a
good one to revamp.”
The team drove up to
Terre Haute on Saturday
morning, convening at the
course for a brief practice run
to see the terrain and layout of
the race.
After dinner at Fazoli’s,
the runners attended an ice
cream social offered by Nike,
where they got to meet and
take pictures with Evan Jager,
the 2016 Olympic silver medalist in the 3000-meter steeplechase.
The team went to Mass

to begin its Sunday morning,
and after a brief lunch arrived
at the course ready for the
race.
St. Louis XC Club ran in
the boys championship race,
which was composed of 35
teams in the Midwest region
and 316 runners in total. The
top two teams and top five individuals not on those teams
qualified for the national race.
“The course was beautiful and had an awesome
atmosphere because everything was dedicated to cross
country,” said Leeker. “There
were huge grandstands on the
starting straightaway which is
straight for almost one kilometer. It was great, there were
billboards for the event everywhere in Terre Haute.”
The SLUH team fought
hard in the race, coming in
32nd place overall, with an
average time of 17:11 and a
point total of 861. Naperville

South (Ill.) won the boys race
with just 88 points.
Burka led the team to
the finish line, finishing 191st
with a time of 16:43. Hetlage
followed ten seconds later
(16:53) in 219th place. Milnor came in ten seconds after Hetlage at 17:03 in 241st
place. Leeker placed in 276th
at 17:29, Northcott in 293rd in
17:57, and Koesterer closed it
out in 308th in 18:44.
“We were missing some
main members of our top
seven team, but we still had
a good, fun day,” said Leeker.
“(I was) close to my State time
and 20 seconds off my PR so it
wasn’t a bad day. Overall I had
a great trip and it was a great
cap to an amazing season.”
“For my last race, I was
hoping to get a PR, but at a
tough course like that and
with a packed field of competitors, I thought I ran pretty

continued on page 7

he St. Louis U. High basketball team rebounded
from last week’s loss to Vianney by defeating Hazelwood
Central 60-49 last Friday.
“We had a different
mindset, and played a lot
more like a team with a different energy,” said senior guard
Brandon McKissic.
Hazelwood started out
strong against the Jr. Bills,
winning the tip and forcing a
bucket inside, plus the bump.
After missing the free throw,
the Hawks forced a turnover
at the other end.
However, the success was
fleeting, as SLUH’s junior forward Matt Leritz took a charge
to get the ball right back. Facing down a Hazelwood press,
McKissic dropped a beautiful
floater to open up the scoring
for the BasketBills.
After the teams traded
inside baskets, McKissic corralled a rebound off of a block
from senior forward Andrew
Grassi, took the ball coast to
coast, finished, and took a
foul. McKissic sunk the free
throw. Unfortunately, the
Hawks matched the next play,
drilling a spot up three to cap
off a nicely run play.
Evidently, the Jr. Bills
were tired of trading buckets. Though junior Mikey
Sanders missed a shot, Leritz
tipped the ball away from a
few Hazelwood defenders into
McKissic’s hands for a smooth
finish inside. Down the court,
McKissic forced a Hawk out
of bounds on an attempted
baseline drive before dishing
the ball inside to Grassi for a
basket.
“We had kind of gotten
away from our game against
Vianney,” said head coach Erwin Claggett. “But I think we
really got it back and played
great.”
After a missed Hazlewood shot, McKissic pushed
the ball to Sanders for a nice
transition bucket, prompting
a Hawk timeout. The timeout did not manage to slow

down the U. High, however,
as Leritz and senior Anthony
Hughes teamed up for a stop
in the paint. After McKissic
brought the ball down the
court, Hughes used a stiff pick
from Grassi to penetrate and
dump the ball to Leritz for a
tough layup.
“Defense wins the game.
We had all five guys focused
in, and it paid off for our offense, with turnovers and rebounds for fastbreaks,” said
McKissic.
The Hawks managed to
break the Jr. Bills’ 8-0 run with
a quick three, though Leritz
answered off a McKissic dish.
Hazelwood then came back
with a post spin finish with
a minute left in what closed
with SLUH on top, 18-12.
In the second quarter, the
Hawks began to trim SLUH’s
lead.
Though McKissic opened
the quarter with an impressive
post fade, the Hawks dropped
a three at the other. After a
pull-up jumper from Hughes,
Hazelwood scored the next
two baskets to make it a one
possession game, with SLUH
up 22-19.
Back and forth play ensued, with both teams draining shots. Though the Jr. Bills
never gave up their lead, they
failed to pull away. With a
minute left in the half, the
score was 26-24, SLUH.
After running down the
clock to ensure the last shot,
McKissic craftily dished out to
Sanders for a dagger of a three
to close out the half, SLUH on
top 29-24.
“Offensively, we shared
the ball really well, which is
good to see,” said Claggett.
The third quarter was
much of the same, as Hazelwood refused to give up, and
the Jr. Bills refused to give in.
McKissic again opened
up the scoring, splitting a pair
of free throws to put the U.
High up by six.
After trading baskets, the
Hawks knocked down a couple of inside shots to bring

continued on page 7
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Open spots lead to
wrestling meet struggles
with conceding byes
Niles Bernabe
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity wrestling faltered this
week, falling to Windsor 58-7
last Tuesday, and then 65-8
to Kirkwood and 65-18 to
Hillsboro at the tri-meet on
Wednesday.
“I feel like this is going
to be a huge learning curve
for the younger guys,” said senior Dan Trittler. “It’s a tough
sport especially when you put
two-year wrestlers up against
seniors who have been wrestling since they came out of
the womb.”
While SLUH did not
place at Parkway South’s 12team tournament last weekend, JV wrestlers sophomore
David Huber and junior John
Murphy medalled fourth
overall. Over the course of the
two-day tournament, many of
the varsity wrestlers disqualified, limiting the varsity team
to merely five competitors.
“It was disappointing
that a few of our wrestlers
couldn’t wrestle the second
day whether from not making weight or just simply not

getting there,” said Murphy.
“But they stayed and cheered
the team on. I think it is really shows how tight knit this
team is.”
Once again, team size
was a seriously limiting factor.
The team was forced on many
occasions to concede byes, resulting in a landslide win for
the rival school in a competitive match.
“As we’re starting our
match season, we’re getting
some insight on things we
need to work on and hopefully will be able to improve between now and the end of the
year,” said senior Alex Hymes.
SLUH will have to work
hard to improve their competitiveness to offset the team
size disadvantage. The early
season is a time to get as much
mat-time and catch as many
mistakes as possible.
“It will take time for everyone to find their rhythm,”
said Trittler.
Determined to snatch a
win, the wrestlers will head to
Pattonville next Wednesday
to duel it out with the Pirates.

R-ball dominates Top
Seed Tourney, handles
Chaminade
Liam John
REPORTER

T

he SLUH Racquetball
team kept rolling this
past weekend as they dominated the competition in
the Top Seed Tournament.
The top seeds on all three of
SLUH’s teams won the individual competitions. In addition, SLUH players claimed
the consolation crowns in
each of the three brackets.
Senior Chris Schulze
won the top bracket crown,
and senior Nick Buescher
won the consolation match.
Junior James Storgion took
the second bracket championship, while senior Nathan
Inserra won the second consolation. Senior Carlos Ayala
claimed the third bracket, and
junior Andrew Lally won the
consolation.
The top varsity team finished the tournament with a
total of 270 points, the closest competitor being Parkway
West with a mere 95 points.
The Jr. Bills took on
Chaminade this week, with

JV 1A and Varsity 1 both winning their matches.
Junior Adam Hanson
played an outstanding match,
shutting out Chaminade’s No.
6 seed Winkler, 15-0, 15-0.
The rest of the players
also won their matches in two
games. Schulze beat Yeager
15-6, 15-4, Storgion defeated
Thomasson 15-6, 15-4, Ayala
dominated Eisenhart 15-0,
15-2, senior Jacob Sullivan
triumphed 15-6, 15-0 over
Linsin, and junior Matthew
Hayes beat Brickler 15-1, 153.
The varsity doubles team
of seniors Joe Boyce and Roman Visintine won closer
matches of 15-9 and 15-13.
“It was our most difficult match of the year,” said
Visintine. “Going down 13-1
was really tough to come back
from (in the second game).”
The Jr. Bills look forward
to their next match, as the top
varsity team will take on the
second team on Wednesday,
Dec. 14.

SPORTS
December 9, 2016
It’s Fun Friday! Koestner inducted into
Missouri Racquetball Hall of Fame
Stephen Ocampo
REPORTER

A

lmost a year after being
inducted into the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame,
head coach Joe “Doc” Koestner was inducted into the
Missouri Racquetball Hall of
Fame on Nov. 19 for his extraordinary contribution to
the success of the St. Louis
U. High racquetball program
and the sport of racquetball.
“It was a huge honor,”
said Koestner.
Koestner was honored
at the Pro-Am Racquetball
Finals, which was the second
largest tournament in the
United States. He was presented the award just before
title matches for both the
boys singles division—where
SLUH’s very own senior Chris
Schulze beat Kirkwood’s John
Dowell for the boys No. 1
seed singles title— and for
the Pro division, where professional racquetball player
Kane Waselenchuk won.
In Koestner’s 31 years of
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Koestner (far right) with last year’s varsity R-ball squad.

being involved with the racquetball program, he had a
tremendous amount of success, winning 17 state titles
and ten national titles, including six straight in the past six
years; no other program has
won more than five national
titles.
“He works really hard
to make our racquetball program the best that it can be,”

said junior racquetball player
Riley McEnery, “and he’s obviously been very successful
at doing that.”
It isn’t just the Missouri
Racquetball Hall of Fame that
has noticed this level of success and style of play.
“A lot of other schools
have adopted our style of
playing and we’ve helped
raise the level of play in the

McKissic aspires for State championship
(continued from page 1)

score a thousand points, not
many players do that. It felt
satisfying, but I’m not just
gonna stop at 1000, I’m keep
going,” said McKissic. “The big
goal is to reach Mr. Vierling’s
and it is really attainable for
me this year.”
“It’s crazy how early he got
his 1000th point into this season, it shows how much work
he puts in, I think one day he
will be the all-time leading
scorer at SLUH,” said senior
and teammate Nick Lally. “We
are all very excited for him. It
is a minor accomplishment
created for a bigger goal.”
“I remember when he
scored his first two points. He
keeps growing himself as a
leader and a player so that has
been really fun to have,” said
Claggett.
Dan Vierling, class of ’81,
holds the current points record of 1478. Although McKissic wants to break the school
scoring record, his main goal
is still to win the State title.
SLUH has gone to the State
semifinals the last two seasons,
where they finished third in
2016 and fourth in 2015.
“The main goal is to win
State—I don’t care how many

points I score—the goal is
to win State. I want to head
out on a good note, I’ve been
to State two years. I told my
coaches that I’m tired of going to Columbia and losing,
and they said we know, but as
a leader you have to get your
whole team on the same page,”
said McKissic. “We are trying
to get our team on the same
page that nothing means more
than the State ring. The key focus for us is the State ring.”
McKissic recently committed to the University of Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC) to
play Divison I basketball in the
Western Athletic Conference.
McKissic also had scholarship
offers from Murray State, DePaul, and Missouri State.
“I picked UMKC because
I really liked the coaching staff,
they were like family to me,
they would always check in on
me, they were always there for
help, they always were visiting me and it was just the little
things that got me. They just
did things that other coaches
wouldn’t do,” said McKissic.
McKissic’s career with
SLUH has been nothing short
of legendary. He was named to
the Missouri All-State team in
both 2015 and 2016, the first

Jr. Bill to be named to the team
since Ted Mimlitz in 1983.
“He’s a leader of the team,
in fact I think he’s probably
been a leader the last two years

even when he wasn’t a senior,”
said senior and teammate
Brent Smith. “He’s got an attitude that we will get the job
done so we can win.”
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Kornfeld inducted into Missouri Football
Coaches Association Hall of Fame

Football All-District/All-State

Head football coach Gary Kornfeld, along
with his wife and kids, traveled to Tan-tar-a
Resort last Friday for the Missouri Football
Coaches Association Hall of Fame Induction
Ceremony. Kornfeld was announced to be inducted at this time last year, after being nominated by former Athletic Director Dick Wehner.
At the ceremony there was a steak dinner followed by the introductions of the inductees and
then speeches by each of them. Stay tuned for an
article in 81.15.
—Compiled by Will Farroll

Davion Nash — All-District
Izaiah Thompson — All-District
Michael Ruggeri — All-District
Sam Evans — All-District
Joe Rogan — All-District, 2nd team All-State
Henry Herzberg — All-District
Andrew Clair — All-District, 1st team All-State

whole racquetball league,”
said Koestner.
Koestner was also recognized for his contribution
to the game of racquetball
throughout the state. Koestner promotes the game outside of SLUH through tournaments throughout the city,
is on the racquetball league’s
board of directors, and has
developed the biggest racquetball program in the
country here at SLUH.
“I can’t think of anybody
in the state that has had a bigger impact on racquetball in
the past 25 years than Doc,”
said assistant racquetball
coach Patrick Zarrick .
Entering his 31st year
with the racquetball program
here at SLUH, Koestner looks
to continue this level of success and coaching.
“As long as my health
stays well and I am still teaching here at SLUH, I see no
reason to stop,” said Koestner.

photo | courtesy of Gary Kornfeld

Kornfeld with his family at the induction ceremony.
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Young players step up, hockey looks to conference foe Vianney
(continued from page 5)

that took a lucky bounce off
sophomore goalie Dylan Bak’s
shoulder and into the net, tying the game at one.
The game continued and
with it the chippiness escalated. With nine and a half left in
the period, senior Louis Garavaglia was called for roughing
and not 20 seconds later, senior Chaz Palumbo was sent
to the box on a questionable
interference call.
Down two men, the defense faced a tough test, as
the Kirkwood offense had
two minutes to pepper Bak
with shots. However, the defense stood and Bak held his
ground, not letting a single
puck past him.
With tension high and
tempers getting hotter, a Pioneer skater cross-checked senior Blake Riley in the back of
the head and into the boards.
Riley got up to engage the
player but was stopped by the
referee. Riley was sent to the
box for two minutes on an unsportsmanlike conduct, while
the Kirkwood player received
two minutes for checking

from behind and a ten minute misconduct. The second
ended still tied 1-1.
Even though no extra
man opportunities came from
this, it started the downfall of
penalties that would eventually lead to Kirkwood’s loss.
“They took both teams
off their games,” said Gassett.
“Obviously with our depth
it didn’t affect us as much as
them. Overall we broke their
will in the end.”
The Jr. Bills finally took
the lead again when junior
Steven Pawlow netted one on
a power play with 7:35 left in
the third period.
On the play following
the goal, junior Kevin Einig
ran into the Kirkwood goalie,
sparking a fight that would
land two Pioneers in the box.
In the middle of the chaos
of the third period, Kirkwood
managed to get a breakaway,
but the skater was tripped,
prompting a penalty shot for
the Pioneers. Bak stood tall
and shut down the chance,
keeping the Jr. Bills up.
“Dylan was unbelievable.
Rasch was available and we

wanted to split the game, and
Dylan came up huge for us,”
said Fitzpatrick.
Kirkwood didn’t see even
strength again until the final
seconds of the game, after
Knobbe and Corker had added to the lead, making it a 4-1
win for SLUH when the clock
expired.
In another game with
guys missing, the Jr. Bills
showed their depth.
“We go with what we
got,” said Fitzpatrick. “This
game tonight with missing
nine guys, it’s unbelievable the
effort and it takes all 30 guys
to make it through the season,
and we’ve got everybody going.”
To cap off the weekend,
SLUH traveled to Kennedy
Rec Complex in South County to face off against Oakville.
Unlike the other two
games, the Jr. Bills were quick
to start off the scoring against
Oakville. Junior Matthew
Hohl put one in with 10:18
left in the first and sophomore
Justin Jacoby added another
later after a sneaky toe drag
around a defender.

With two minutes left,
Garavaglia hit one in from
the right side, and, with 26
seconds left, Jacoby netted his
second to make the score 4-0
at the end of the first period.
Two minutes into the
second period, sophomore
Henry Wagner scored on a
slap shot after a pass from
Hohl.

Senior Chaz Palumbo checks a Kirkwood player into the glass.

World’s largest wind chimes: XC Club finishes 32nd at NXR
(continued from page 5)

well,” said Northcott. “This
season, I placed very high
expectations on myself, and
NXR was no exception. But
looking back, I gave my best
effort. To quote the motto of
the meet, I ‘finished on empty.’”
Overall, the runners
weren’t merely focused on the
racing when they came on this
trip. Many of them also saw it
as an opportunity to have a
fun experience and continue
to bond with teammates even
though the high school season had already ended.
“This experience was one
of my favorites over the past
four seasons on this team,”
said Northcott. “The race was
such a small part of the whole
trip, and that’s one of the
things I love about the sport.”
Lipinski, Leeker, and
Northcott took an interesting
detour on the drive back to St.
Louis, as Leeker and Lipinski
convinced Northcott to stop

photo | William Kelly

Junior Paul Burka (1923) in the NXR race on Nov. 13.

in Casey, Ill.
Casey is home to several
of the world’s largest novelties,
and the senior trio saw the
world’s largest golf tee, wind
chimes, rocking chair, mailbox, pitchfork, and wooden
chair.
“We had a great time

driving around the city taking pictures with these tourist
attractions and being idiots,”
said Northcott. “In order to
take a picture with the wooden shoes, we had to enter a
small candy store, where I
convinced my partners to buy
a pound and a half of taffy.”

The rest of the ride home
consisted of extensively reviewing and grading all of the
different taffy flavors, a comical ending to the seniors’ cross
country careers.

12/4
SLUH		
5
Seckman		
1
key stat: Matt Wulff netted
three goals.
key quote: “The boys were
working well as a team. We
passed the puck around and
everyone was playing their
100 percent, leaving it all out
on the ice,” said junior Louie
Perotti.

JV Racquetball
Steven Zak—15-5, 15-2
Riley McEnery—15-4, 15-0
Nick Patritti—forfeit
Liam John—15-3, 15-2
Michael Oldani/Will Kramer—15-9, 15-4
key quote: “Everyone played
smart racquetball this week,
and that led us to some easy
victories. Fundamentals are
important,” said McEnery.

B Hockey

JV Basketball

12/3
SLUH		
0
Francis Howell
2
key quote: “We had a lot of
opportunities and our defense
was good, but we need to capitalize on the opportunities,”
said sophomore Nick Prainito.

12/5
SLUH		
60
Northwest
16
key stat: The sophomores
got off to a strong start in the
Northwestern Tournament,
being up 40 points at halftime.

Freshman Blue Basketball
12/7
SLUH		
49
Marquette
50
key stat: The Jr. Bills fell just
short in the Northwestern
Tournament Semifinal and
advanced to the third place
game the next day.
key quote: “In the first half
we had too many turnovers.
We turned this around, and
focused primarily on defense
but our big push came too
late,” said sophomore Nick
Lang.
12/8
SLUH		
Ladue		

45
50

12/3
SLUH		
Webster 		

45
36

12/6
Chaminade
50
SLUH		
32
key quote: “It was a tough first
home loss. We definitely have
lots of work to do,” said freshman Adam Boll.
next game: 12/16 @ Vianney
Freshman White Basketball
12/2
SLUH		
Timberland

24
50

next game: 12/12 @ Belleville
East
next game: 12/12 @ Belleville
East

fense.
The game ended 8-0 and
SLUH outshot Oakville 42-17.
“The young guys played
well,” said Fitzpatrick. “We
have guys stepping up and
stepping in.”
SLUH will play Vianney
tomorrow night at 7:30 at the
Affton Ice Rink.

photo | William Kelly

Late scoring run
propels Jr. Bills against
Hazelwood Central
(continued from page 5)

Underclassman Sports Briefs
JV Hockey

As the nine minute mark
rolled past, the Jr. Bills scored
three goals about 15 seconds
apart from each other coming from Corker, Hohl, and
Corker again.
With a big lead, the Jr.
Bills decided to mix it up. The
forwards got some shifts at
defense, while the defenders
took some shifts playing of-

7

the score to 32-30. McKissic
tallied a couple of assists for a
Leritz three and a Hughes fastbreak layup. Hazelwood then
put in a bucket in the face of
a tough SLUH defense before
senior guard Davion Nash
hit McKissic on an inside cut
for a nice finger roll layup to
put the Jr. Bills up 39-32, their
largest lead of the quarter.
The teams then traded
more buckets before the
Hawks nailed a few threes
to bring the score to 43-40,
SLUH. With 45 seconds left
in the quarter, Nash drove
hard down the baseline before
dumping the rock to Hughes
for a saucy floater.
Hazelwood failed to capitalize on the last possession of
the quarter, leaving SLUH up
45-40.
The fourth quarter was
all Jr. Bills.
Sanders opened the quarter with a tough drive for a
hoop plus the harm, and converted on the free throw to extend the lead to 48-40. From
there, the Jr. Bills never let the
lead drop below seven.
“Whenever they made a

basket, we came right back,
we always had an answer,” said
McKissic.
With many long possessions and made free throws,
the Jr. Bills staved off the
Hawks for the next seven minutes, outscoring them 15-9 in
the final quarter to secure the
60-49 victory.
In their second game
without senior big B.J. Wilson, and third without senior Brent Smith, the Jr. Bills
found much more success in
the paint than they had previously. Whereas Vianney had
dominated inside, Hazelwood
struggled in the paint, scoring
mostly from the perimeter.
“We were just more
ready this time,” said McKissic. “B.J.’s our dominant force
in the paint, but we were okay
because the other guys really
stepped up.”
“You gotta man the paint,
and I really think we did that,”
said Claggett.
The Jr. Bills are currently
in Kansas City for the weekend Blue Springs tournament
before facing off at Chaminade Monday night.

Varsity Basketball Nightbeat
The St. Louis U. High basketball team came out
strong in the first game of the Blue Springs Tournament
in Kansas City yesterday, defeating Lincoln Prep High
School by a score of 67-55. In tune with other games of
the early season, the BasketBills struggled to pull away
until late in the game. The U. High finished the first half
on top 28-25, after a supreme display of athleticism in the
form of a Mikey Sanders to Brandon McKissic alley-oop
connection. In the fourth quarter, the Jr. Bills managed
to control the game. Matt Leritz went off for 26 points
and ten rebounds, while McKissic contributed 17 points
and tallied seven steals on the defensive side of the ball.
In his first game back from an injury, forward B.J. Wilson
scored ten points and corralled seven boards. The Jr. Bills
looks to continue their tournament success today against
Blue Springs High School.
—Compiled by Matt Godar
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Friday, December 9

Around the Hallways
Loyola Christmas Party
The annual Loyola Christmas party took place at St. Louis U. High last Saturday. The
event was put together through
the efforts of SLUH’s Mothers’
Club, President David Laughlin, his assistant Kim Walsh,
and President Eric Clark of
Loyola. “It represents a little bit
of the joy that we build up to
in the Christmas season,” said
Laughlin. The day included a
prayer service, breakfast, six
activity stations in the Field
House, entertainment in the
theatre by the Circus Club,
and finally a pizza lunch. The
students were sent home with
cookies and gifts.

December 9, 2016

Schedule R
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Poetry Out Loud
Snack—Turnovers
Lunch Special—Brunch
Vegetarian—Grilled Veggie
5:30pm V Basketball vs. Blue Springs or Wooddale

Theatre. The symphonic band,
concert band, Chamber orchestra, jazz band, and freshman band all played two songs,
while all five bands played
“Unto Us” in unison to wrap
up the concert. This was the
second band concert held this
year, with the first one back in
October.

Saturday, December 10
Father Son Bowling
10:00am Tech for Dance Concert
1:00pm V Basketball vs. Blue Springs South High School
7:30pm V Hockey vs. Vianney
9:15pm JV Hockey vs. Rockwood Summit

French Film Festival
The French Film Festival
had its second installment on
Sunday, December 11
Friday, as students watched
4:00pm Winter Concert
Ernest and Celestine, an ani9:10pm JV Hockey vs. Parkway South
mated movie about a bear and
mouse that live together in an
apartheid society. The outcast
Monday, December 12
nature of the animals brings
Adopt-a-Family Wrapping Day
them together. The festival
8:15am Advent Adoration
Concert Band
featured free popcorn and exphoto | Jack Connaghan
The Christmas band con- tra credit for French students.
AP
Issues Day Forum
Seniors Jack Winschel, Andrew Pluff, and Sam Millman playing
Snack—Mini Corndogs
cert of the school year was last The festival will have another
musical chairs with Loyola Academy students. There were five
night in the Joseph Schulte movie coming soon.
Lunch
Special—Philly Cheese Steak
other stations of activities in the Danis Field House on Saturday.

Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
Musical Auditions
V Basketball vs. Chaminade
C-white Basketball vs. Belleville
B Basketball vs. Belleville

Campus Ministry continues to evolve with
addition of new retreats, retreat days

4:00pm
6:00pm
6:00pm
7:30pm

juniors who are applying to
be a senior advisor to go on
Kairos in either April or May,
because the November Kairos retreat occurs at the same
time as the freshman retreat,
over the retreat week. There’s
been a resulting down-tick in
attendance for the November
Kairos—this year’s retreat had
only 17 retreatants—compared to the average of around
30 in past years.
“We’re trying to maximize the ability for students to
go on these things,” said Ehlman. “We want to organize it
so that our students can expe-

Tuesday, December 13

(continued from page 4)

rience it all—certainly without overwhelming them—but
also let senior advisors continue to lead freshman retreat.”
As more retreats are added, the degree of difficulty for
Campus Ministry to organize
them increases.
“We have to ask what can
we do as a campus ministry
team. Can we run concurrent
retreats?” said Ehlman. “Organizationally (this is) a challenge to the campus ministry
team. It’s a nuance, but we’re
working through it.”
While retreat weeks do
seem to be allowing some
students to attend retreats

without missing classes, the
number of students attending
retreats has not overwhelmingly increased. Campus Ministry is still actively searching
for the solution that will allow
students to attend more retreats.
“I’m not sold that this is
the answer we’re looking for,”
said Ehlman. “This is a creative solution that helps us
work through this, but if we
find out next year or two years
down the road that there is
another creative solution, we
go down that road. This is certainly Ignatian, but we want to
constantly reevaluate and we

if we’re still headed toward our
ultimate goal.”
“I think ultimately the
greater good in this case is to
say, ‘look, we’ve got 300 to 450
people in retreats right now.’
That’s kind of awesome,” said
Finucane. “I think that our
retreat program is great, and
I love the direction it’s going.
What I’d love to see develop at
SLUH is a culture where people aren’t saying ‘ugh, I have to
go on retreat’ but ‘man, I can’t
decide which one to go on.”
That’s when we’ll know, when
80 percent of students are asking that question, that’s when
we’ll be in a good place.”

Doctors visit SLUH for potential science donations
(continued from page 1)

gestions on the renovations.
“Among the list of people
that came, there were some
professors of medicine and
sciences at local universities.
They are in science education spaces right now and can
compare our curriculum to
our space and give us suggestions,” said President David
Laughlin.
Although there are no
firm plans yet as they continue
talking to doctors, there are a
few different designs that they
would like to see put in place.

“The doctors were also
able to hear about the possibilities of updating the science
facilities in the future, such as
a new physics lab and some
spaces designed for long term
projects,” said O’Keefe.
The meeting was one example of how SLUH is planning for the future of the
school.
“This is all follow up
ideas for Imagining 18 and
looking toward the future of
science labs and curriculum,”
said Laughlin.

artwork | Brandon Trussler
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Editor in Chief
Sam “Chechnuts Roasting on an
Open Fire” Chechik
News Editors
Andrew “Still Breathing” Pluff
Joseph “I Don’t Get Tired”
Reznikov

Credits

Connolly
Matt “‘Down’ - Jay Sean” Godar
Sam “Why Don’t We Do it in the
Road?” Goedeker
Jack “Charlie Brown, O Tannerbaum” Schweizer

Features Editors
Galen “‘No Hands’ - Waka
Flocka Flame” Bacharier
Matthew “Por Ti Volare” Book

Staff
Zach “Blue Christmas” Hennes
Jake “What Child is This?”
Hennes
Nick “Go make a difference”
Gima
Ben “Broccoli” Frailey
Jack “It’s a Charlie Boo Christmas” Waters
Matthew “All I Want for Christmas is You” Quinlan

Core Staff
Liam “В лесу родилась ёлочка”

Art Directors
Ian “Get low” Mulvihill

Sports Editors
Will “Joe Godar Carol” Farroll
Andrew “Burning House” Modder

“Favorite Christmas Song”

Joe “Rocking Chair” Fentress
Staff Artists
Lancer “New Year’s Eve” Li
Will “‘Santa Claus is Coming
to Town’ - Bruce Springsteen”
Kramer
Jack “‘Umbrella’ - Rihanna”
Bailey
Staff Photographer
Brendan “‘Break Your Heart’ Taio Cruz” Voigt
Reporters
Daniel “I Saw Mommy Kissing
Santa Claus” Dewan
Ben “Silent Knight” Klevorn
James “Jingle Bells” Pollard
Nick “Rockin’ Around the
Christmas Tree” Prainito

Schedule R

Schedule R
Adopt-a-Family Wrapping Day
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Snack—Pizza Stick
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
4:00pm Music Auditions
5:00pm C/JV/V Wrestling vs. Pattonville High School

Wednesday, December 14
8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Snack—Pretzels
Lunch Special—Chicken Quesadilla
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
3:30pm V2 vs. SLUH 1 Raquetball
3:30pm V1 vs. SLUH 2 Racquetball
4:00pm Music Auditions
7:00pm Jazz Concert

Thursday, December 15

8:15am Advent Adoration
AP
Confession
Sr. Graduation Invitation Orders
Snack—Cheese Sticks
Lunch Special—Papa Johns
Vegetarian—Pasta
4:00pm Music Auditions
5:30pm C-team white Basketball vs. De Smet
7:00pm V Hockey vs. Edwardsville

Schedule R

Schedule R

Friday, September 9

Schedule R
Adopt-a-Family After School Delivery
AP
NIE Second Quarter Meeting
Teacher Karaoke
Snack—Chicken Bites
Lunch Special—Nacho Bar
Vegetarian—Pasta
4:00pm Music Auditions
4:00pm C-team Blue Basketball vs. Vianney
5:30pm B-team Basketball vs. Vianney
7:00pm V Basketball vs. Vianney
9:45pm V Hockey vs. Chaminade calendar | Jack Schweizer

Blake “Feliz Navidad” Johnson
Niles “Drop It Like It’s Hot”
Bernabe
Liam “White Christmas” John
Jack “Santa Claus is Coming to
Town” Connaghan
Steven “Jingle Bell Rock” Ocampo
Jack “Frosty the Snowman”
Perry
Jack “Santa Claus is Coming to
Town” Wischel
Jake “Fergalicious” Renfer
David “Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer” Gordon

Brandon “Club No Mayo”
Trusler

Contributing Artists
Jackson “Away in a Manger”
DuCharme
Craig “Santa Baby” Grzechowiak

Moderator
Mr. Steve “Santa Graded My Essays” Missey

Contributing Photographers
Dominik “Oh, Christmas Tree”
Skroska
William “O Holy Child” Walsh
Max “Baby, It’s Cold Outside”
Prosperi
Sulli “The First Noel” Wallisch
Mrs. Kathy “Kryptonite” Chott
Advisor
Mr. Ryan “I Saw Grandma Kissing a Reindeer” McAnany

