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Three
candidates
interview
for
principal
position
BY Samuel J. Chechik
EDITOR IN CHIEF

I

UP ON THE ROOFTOP: With Christmas season in full swing, the entrance to St. Louis U. High on Oakland Ave. is even taking part in the festivities, with red
and green lights covering the front of the building. See the full photo spread on page 12, in color.
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iPads: A look at the
student perspective

BY Jake Hennes and Jack
Winschel
STAFF, REPORTER

A

little over two years
ago, in the 2014-2015
school year, St. Louis U. High
started its iPad pilot program
with freshmen who chose
to take Russian or Latin as
their foreign language. These
freshmen also had the same

Conversation: Hannick reflects on
first semester as principal
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Editor in Chief Sam Chechik and News Editor Joseph
Reznikov sat down with Craig
Hannick, principal for the
2016-2017 school year, on
Tuesday afternoon to discuss
his first semester in the position.
Sam Chechik: Thank you for
being willing to meet with us.
Our purpose is to talk with
you about your experience of
being principal, your job on a
daily basis, and how you manage SLUH. So, to start us off,
|
artwork Jackson DuCharme what does your daily schedule look like, and how do you
biology and English teach- keep track of all of your tasks?
ers, Megan Menne and Tim
Curdt.
Craig Hannick: The good
The goal of the program news is I have Mrs. (Renai)
was to determine how best to Lowry (Assistant to the Prinimplement devices at SLUH, cipal), who actually keeps
and if iPads were the right track of my entire schedule.
tool. As the program devel- What I’m finding, which I
oped and committees met to wasn’t quite aware of initialdiscuss the feasibility of im- ly, is how often I’m booked
continued on page 9 solid. So that’s been maybe
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News

Dee Byrd to retire
Director of Environmental Services Dee Byrd is retiring this January after 36 years at SLUH. He
talks about his reason for moving
on. Page 2
News

Issues Day continued
About 60 students and faculty
members gather in the west half
of the Commons to continue the
Issues Day discussion. Page 3

Hannick teaching during the 2014-2015 school year.

the hardest thing to juggle: the principal’s office. I think
the sheer amount of interac- everything is going well and I
tions that I have with others enjoy the position.
and the business of running
continued on page 9
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Community Christmas traditions
Several students and faculty
members share unique family
traditions that make the holidays
special for them. Page 4
Seniors create board game
Check out the story of how five
seniors have combined their talents to create a new board game
that has a kickstarter launching
tonight. Page 5

Hockey ravages Vianney
Hockey walks away from their
only game last week with a 10-1
victory, rocking some saucy new
uniforms. Page 6
Basketball plays in KC
Basketball took to the road last
weekend and cleaned up in the
Blue Springs tournament in Kansas City before falling to rival
Chaminade. Page 6

n the past three weeks,
three candidates have interviewed for the principal
position, and President David
Laughlin is currently leading
a steering committee to decide who will be SLUH’s next
top administrator.
After John Moran, principal from 2008 to 2016, left
St. Louis U. High in June, the
position of principal of the
school needed to be filled.
Taking that role for the 20162017 school year has been
Craig Hannick, who will return to teaching math and being the Director of Financial
Aid at the end of this school
year.
The three candidates for
principal are Assistant Principal for Student Life Brock
Kesterson, Assistant Principal
at Regis High School in New
York City the Rev. Ian Gibbons, S.J., and a Catholic high
school principal in the St.
Louis area that was not available for comment.
“We’re fortunate that
we’ve got strong interest in
our position, and they’re all
good people with experience,
so that’s good,” said Laughlin.
Kesterson has spent 18
years at SLUH total—where
he has been an Alum Service Corps (ASC) volunteer,
taught, moderated clubs,
coached sports teams, been
on committees, and helped
lead administration.
“I feel like I have immersed myself in this community, and I want the challenge and the opportunity to
lead it into a really exciting
time in SLUH’s history,” Kesterson said.
Kesterson is an easily recognizable face around
SLUH, with his visage even
being printed on shirts with
the caption “Brock Knows.” It
is this connection to students
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Junior Kriegshauser wins
Seniors win intramural bashball in front of animated crowd Poetry Out Loud
BY Nick
STAFF

Gima

I

ntramural bashball came
to a close this week, with
senior homeroom M114 defeating freshman homeroom
M103 5-2 in the finals.
In order to reach the finals, M103 defeated junior
homeroom M208 3-1, and
M114 ousted sophomore
homeroom 221C by a score
of 6-1.
Despite the seniors having a clear size advantage, the
scrappy and eager freshmen
tested the veterans throughout the contest.
M114 went up early with
a quick bash to senior Davion
Nash to give them a 2-0 lead.
But M103 came right back
on a fast break with a goal of
their own to cut the lead to
only one goal. Then a scrum
in front of M103’s net led to
another goal for Nash, making the score 3-1 in favor of
the seniors. Despite sloppy
play from M114, the seniors
went into halftime with a 3-1
lead.
“Getting the early bash
was great, and I think it really
set the pace early,” said senior
Nick Peccola.
The second half had
no shortage of action either.
M103 started the half with a
quick goal, making the score
3-2. But Nash responded a
few minutes later with a bash
to make the score 5-2. This
would prove to be enough.
Led by senior goalie Ian Mulvihill, M114’s defense was su-

Contest winner Max Kriegshauser.

Senior Zach O’Toole in the intramural bashball final.

perb for the rest of the game.
“We played like freshmen in the first half,” said
Mulvihill. “But we picked it
up in the second and our defense really won the game for
us.”
Once they held a threegoal lead, the senior defenders
packed the box in front of the
net and prevented the freshmen from getting a clean shot
on net. This strategy proved
to be effective as they shut
out the freshmen for the rest
of the half to secure a 5-2 victory and the title of all-school
bashball champions.
“Our defense was solid,

Davion provided the goals
that we needed, and overall it
was a good team effort,” said
Peccola.
Besides the outcome of
the game, intramurals moderator Patrick Zarrick was
pleased with not only the
participation in the game, but
with the sportsmanship as a
whole.
“The number of kids
playing has steadily increased
over the years, and that’s great
to see,” said Zarrick. “I was
really pleased with the sportsmanship in every game.”
Now that bashball is over,
Zarrick is already looking to

A
photo | courtesy of Yude Huang

Students rehearsing the lion dance in the Commons.

M

embers of the Lion
Club attended their
third meeting Tuesday after
school in the Si Commons.
Under the supervision of
Master Lee of the International Shaolin Wushu Center, the
students are being taught several routines of the Chinese
lion dance.
“It’s pretty cool ... it really makes us get out of our
comfort zone and meet new
people while learning something new,” said sophomore
Dominic Loftis.
Freshman David Thuita
enjoys the challenges of the
dance and the insights it gives
into Chinese culture.
“I see Chinese culture as
being appreciative of the arts
and dance,” said Thuita.
The lion dance has been
a traditional dance for over a
thousand years, and is most
commonly danced at the

Chinese New Year. Students
maneuver the head, the body,
and the tail of the lion in the
ways of the ancient Chinese,
ways in which SLUH students
may just be opening up to.
The dance consists of a
large round drum called the
Da Gu, meaning “big drum,”
several pairs of cymbals called
the Qiang, and two large lion
heads. It is also considered in
China to bring good luck.
Chinese teacher Yude
Huang was very excited about
the new program.
“I brought it to SLUH
because I think it would be
a cool opportunity to show
the kids different forms of
martial arts,” said Huang. “I
think it would be really cool
to have the kids perform at
SLUH or Webster University
for the Chinese New Year or
other special cultural Chinese
events.”
Anyone interested in
participating is welcome, even
if they don’t take Chinese.
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second semester intramurals,
which include a Super Smash
Bros tournament, and even
the possibility of intramural
basketball.
In addition, Zarrick has
hinted at another session of
bashball sometime in the second semester, as it is the most
popular aspect of intramurals.
“I told the guys if they
showed good sportsmanship,
I would consider running
another session of bashball
during second semester, and
they certainly did that,” said
Zarrick.

Dee Byrd announces
retirement after 36
years of service
BY Zach
STAFF

REPORTERS

BY Blake Johnson and Jack tor, Mr. Joe Schulte.
Connaghan
“I recited my poem for
REPORTERS
(Mr. Schulte) about a year ago,
t. Louis U. High held its and he told me, ‘This is your
tenth-annual Poetry Out poem,’” said Kriegshauser of
Loud contest last Friday in the Schulte’s influence on his perSchulte Theater. Organized by formance. “I’d been practicing
English teacher Chuck Hus- the poem in Speech Team,
sung, the event is part of a na- and I felt pretty confident in
tional competition where high my delivery.”
Smith, who recited Wilschool students recite poetry
before a panel of judges. This liam Carlos William’s “Danse
year’s overall winner was ju- Russe,” embodied the poem’s
nior Maxwell Kriegshauser, naked male speaker as best as
while senior Matthew Smith he could, short of actually takand sophomore Alfrick Arun ing off his clothes. “You really
have to get into the mindset of
tied for second place.
The Poetry Out Loud the speaker,” Smith said. “(My
contest was founded in 2006 poem) was very odd, and a
by the National Endowment very unique presentation of
for the Arts and the Poetry the male body. It lent itself
Foundation in order to grow well to acting out.”
Smith also said he deinterest in poetry among high
school students. Participants voted much of his time in the
memorize a poem and deliver early days of preparation simit in a manner that lies some- ply deciding which poem he
where in between plain recita- wanted to recite.
“I was afraid of getting a
tion and acting it out.
Each high school that poem that was too serious. I
participates selects a school didn’t just want to choose one
winner that goes on to com- at random,” said Smith.
Arun, who tied Smith for
pete in a local competition.
The winner of the local com- second place, had a much difpetition participates in a state ferent method of determining
competition and the winner of his poem, which was Louis
the state competition moves Macneice’s “Entirely.”
“I selected random poon to the national competiems a bunch of times until I
tion in Washington D.C.
Since the inception of found (“Entirely”), and I rePoetry Out Loud at SLUH ally liked it,” said Arun.
Both Arun and Smith
in 2007, two SLUH students
have made it to the national earned the same score, leaving both students as runnercompetition.
Like the Shakespeare ups in the competition.
“I felt like I accomplished
competition, Friday’s Poetry
Out Loud was judged by a something big,” said Arun.
Now that Kriegshauser
panel of teachers: English
teacher Terry Quinn and Fine has won SLUH’s competiArts teachers Kathryn Whit- tion, the junior will have to
choose and practice reciting
taker and Scott Schoonover.
Kriegshauser, who won three new poems for the rethe competition with his recit- gional contest in February. If
al of Seamus Heaney’s “Black- he moves on from regionals,
berry-Picking,” practiced his he will have a shot at the napoem for nearly a year thanks tional Poetry Out Loud event
to some helpful advice from in Washington, D.C. in April.
the late SLUH theater direc-

S

Students prepare lion dance
for Chinese New Year

BY Peter Curdt and Justin
Koesterer
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Hennes

fter 36 years of service
to the St. Louis U. High
community, Director of Environmental Services Dee Byrd
will be retiring on Jan. 20.
Byrd started work at
SLUH in 1980 as part of the
custodial staff and took the
position of Director of Environmental Services in 2000.
“He is a man who really
understands the rhythm of
our school and what it needs
and he anticipates that. That’s
a lot of institutional memory
and a feel for the place that is
going to be hard to replace,”
said President David Laughlin.
Byrd feels that the time
has come for him to move on
to the next phase of his life.
“It’s just about that time
now. I’ll be 64 come retirement time,” said Byrd. “The
school offered me an early retirement plan so I’m just taking advantage of it.”
Byrd is also taking advantage of vacation time he
has, which will allow him to
finish work in January. During his retirement, Byrd plans
to spend his time caring for
his wife, who suffered from a
stroke a few years ago.
“I would like to spend

more time taking care of my
wife,” said Byrd. “She goes to
an adult daycare during the
day and right now she’s not
doing as well as she was in the
past so I just want to spend
more time with her.”
Byrd’s presence will be
greatly missed by the entire
SLUH community, especially
within the work grant program.
“Mr. Byrd is a wonderful human being, and it will
be hard to see somebody like
that not be here every day,”
said Laughlin.
Candidates for the new
Director of Environmental
Services are in the interview
process and no decisions have
been made yet.

Adopt-A-Family Drive
comes to a close

Students and teachers wraping gifts.
photo | courtesy of Dauphin
Yearbook

photo | Louis Barnes

The Adopt-A-Family drive’s deliveries end today and all
donations and monetary collections will be transported
to St. Francis Community Service Southside. Upon arrival, all the donations will be distributed to families in
need. The final count has not yet happened.
—compiled by Nathan Wild and Andrew Voras.
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Mark Sexton, ’89, reflects on Byrd’s
impact and retirement
To the editors:
Thank you so much for providing a weekly escape from
the rigors of the business
world. I happily receive and
glance at the email which
contains the headlines and a
link to the paper every Friday (or Saturday or Sunday)
depending on my current
workload. While many of the
articles don’t directly have an
impact on me, the job you do
to communicate to and about
the SLUH community is unequalled in the high school
world. I enjoy the writing
styles of the staff, the information provided in the paper
about the continuing traditions or occasional changes,
and am sometimes even “current” enough to comprehend

the humor.
This past week I read
about Mr. Dee Byrd, who was
as impactful in my SLUH career as any individual (possibly only less so than Mr.
Wehner) in helping shape me
into “a man for others.” The
work ethic I developed under
Mr. Byrd’s and Ray Manker’s
guidance on work grant continues with me to this day. As
your moderator will attest, the
tasks weren’t the greatest, but
putting in the hours to assist
in the payment of our education resulted in tremendous
satisfaction and a lifetime of
appreciation of many jobs well
done.
I write in regards to Mr.
Byrd, as I find his 36 years of
service to the U. High and his

Letters

role coordinating the many
people and events inspiring.
He has invested more sweat
equity and oversight than
most graduates of the school.
The interviewer did an excellent job capturing the humility of Dee while also detailing
the responsibilities he has carried out both at work and at
home.
In conclusion, keep up
the great work, Prep News
staff, as you have carried on
the tradition with great effort
and exemplary results. You
make this former staff member proud!
Mark G. Sexton
Features Editor 1988-’89
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Social justice issues are for everyone
To the editors:
On December 1, 2016, The
Young Conservatives Club
(YCC) called a meeting with
the administration of our
school to discuss their belief that social justice clubs
at SLUH are liberal. This is
a common misconception
throughout our school.
Social justice issues in
our school are seen through
a Catholic lens. Social justice
issues in our country and our
school are not just for liberals. Social justice issues in
our country and our school
are not just for conservatives.
Social justice issues are for everyone: they have no political
identity.

Why is it considered a
problem that clubs such as
STARS, ACES, and Pax Christi discuss ideas such as peace,
justice, and equality? Why is
it wrong for them to discuss
those ideas? Are they breaking an unwritten rule? These
ideas aren’t “liberal” ideas.
Social justice clubs can discuss social justice. If more students discussed social justice,
we would one step closer to a
greater America.
Social justice issues will
not be solved in one meeting. These clubs read articles,
books, and then ask, “How
can we act? Where do we go
from here?” If you think that
is promoting a political iden-

tity then you are mistaken. We
hope more students come to
these meetings and find out
what they are actually about,
instead of just having presumptions. Anyone who is
interested in these issues or
clubs, or perhaps has questions about these clubs, is invited to attend meetings.
Sincerely,
Damen Alexander ’18
Ezana Ephrem ’18
Colton Nadenbush ’18
Delton Utsey ’18
Teddy Washington ’18

PN Puzzle

Issues Day Forum: the
conversation continuesconversations.

Theology teacher Dan Finucane addressing the forum audience.
BY Luke Wilmes
REPORTER

O

ver a month after SLUH
Issues Day, students
from very different economic,
political, and cultural backgrounds gathered in the Commons to continue the conversations sparked by Issues Day.
Campus Minister Dan
Finucane organized the event.
“The goal of the conversation
was to get students together to
discuss how the community is
doing post-election and postIssues Day—how divided are
we? And how are we going
to come together, given the
divisions that exist?” said Finucane.
The Issues Day forum
began with a prayer for understanding, patience, and
beneficial conversation led
by James Pollard. After the
prayer concluded, over 110
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students and faculty divided
into small groups to discuss
social justice at SLUH.
Students came for many
different reasons, including
extra credit in theology and
social studies classes, gaining
new perspectives from people
of different backgrounds, and
continuing the conversations
ignited on Issues Day.
One of the conversation
topics in the small groups was
how students and teachers
had continued their search of
truth.
“In my free time I’ve been
reading newspapers and online articles, and occasionally
watching TV news to become
more aware of what’s going
on,” said senior Sam Chechik.
Another topic was how
the students at SLUH with different backgrounds can come
together to have beneficial

“I think getting to know
people and learning their
views as a friend and real human being can help create
better conversation because
they won’t just be an opposite
opinion anymore,” said guidance counselor Nina See.
The small groups converged near the end of the
Forum to share insights that
their small groups developed.
“Many people confuse
fact with opinion. Once we
lose that, then we can have
better discussions,” said junior
Damen Alexander.
“We need to stop thinking in a ‘I’m right and you’re
wrong’ mentality,” said junior
Trevor Jones.
“Both sides of any argument need to stop arguing
their points to win the argument. We need to work together to find truth,” said senior John Stewart.
Overall, the Issues Day
Forum was a big success.
There were more people present than expected, and some
very insightful conversations
occurred. Unlike the forum,
however, these conversations
are not over.
“The key is to continue
the conversation in some way
shape or form, even if indirectly,” said Finucane.
The discussions will continue during Mission Week,
so keep an eye out for the next
Issues Day Forum.

crossword | Brad Gale

Across

2 Sound of disapproval
6 In “The Outsiders”, it’s this
group vs. the Greasers
8 To maim, in other words
9 Famous ones include Shere
and Genghis
10 “____ 911” is a famous
parody of cop shows
11 Last name of the lead “30
Rock” actress
13 Tall, flightless bird native to
Australia
16 This Shakespearean play
means “Son of Life” in Gaelic
20 An organized group of
singers
21 A theatre job; Also the
name of a famous hip-hop
artist
22 Jimmy Carter was the only
president to claim to see one
of these
23 A Hindu leader; Also commonly associated with a psychic
25 The least-deadly type of

bear
27 Jimmy ____ : Boy Genius is
a famous cartoon
30 Family of large snake that
constricts
32 Brand of peanut butter
34 TV streaming service, second to Netflix
35 Last name of a former “Tonight Show” host
36 “Home” in Spanish
37 Fabric used for knitting
38 ”_____ The Rapper” raps
the song “No Problem”

Down

1 Play: Fiddler on the ____
3 Famous video game hedgehog
4 The number of wise men,
and little pigs
5 Candy: ____bes
7 Atlas was doomed to hold
this for eternity
8 Bartender in the Simpson’s
12 The official currency of Eu-

rope
14 To ____ is banned at mixers
15 “____ Ridge” is the new
Mel Gibson movie
16 Sci-book adapted to a Matt
Damon movie
17 Mythical American Sasquatch
18 The most populated city in
Texas
19 People who are killed for
their cause
24 Jason’s ship in Greek mythology
26 Caruso’s and Gioia’s are famous these in StL
28 Hangs in the back of your
throat
29 Ancient artifact to be preserved
30 One of Ned’s kids in “Game
of Thrones”
31 80s band that sings “Take
On Me”
32 J-Law film about inventing
the self-wringing mop

NHS Teacher Karaoke
Come to the commons during activity period today to listen to your
favorite teachers sing their hearts out! The acts are:

Faculty and students practicing civil discourse during the Issues Day forum. photo | Brendan Voigt

Mrs. Figge and Mrs. Kindbom
Dr. Callon and Mr. Kavanaugh
Mr. Schuler and Ms. Lyons
Mr. Cruz and Ms. Harrison
Mr. Schwetz, Mr. McAnany, and Mr. Mueller
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’Tis the season: a sleigh ride through Christmas
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traditions of students and faculty alike
BY Galen Bacharier
FEATURES EDITOR

T

he Christmas season
is upon us! In addition
to the common rituals of
the winter season—hanging
lights, putting up trees, starting up the fireplace, caroling,
and walking up the path to
school as ice slowly engulfs
one—everyone has at least
one of their own eccentric traditions, something that their
family adds to the holiday to
grace the hard winter months.
My mom always held a
strange sense of pride for one
of her own traditions, a simple
one. Back when her children
were young tots, she would
run around the house shaking jingle bells, a gesture that
I’m sure looked like insanity
if seen by anybody else. But
that’s often the case with such
traditions; that’s why I went
out searching for students and
faculty alike that had lovely
holiday customs to share.
For many, the Christmas
magic first reveals itself in
the meals of Christmas Eve,
as families gather round for
a special meal, many of them
enjoying home-cooked delicacies surrounded by family.
Freshman Ben Thomas’s family enjoys one of their favorites, with a bit of a holiday
spin.
“We eat our mom’s famous shrimp and scallops
seafood dish with all the
house lights off, except for the
four Advent candles lit,” said
Thomas.
Senior Salvatore Vitellaro’s family has its own traditional Christmas Eve meal.
“My family always makes
sandwiches with Italian sausage, provolone cheese, sautéed peppers, and French
bread, and we toast them under a broiler,” said Vitellaro.
Not all Christmas Eve
meals take place in the comfort of the home, however;
Latin teacher Jennifer Ice’s
family stops by a nearby restaurant for some comfort

artwork | Ben Frailey

Prep News

food and the hopes of brightening someone’s day.
“Last year it was Waffle House. We eat and then
leave a fifty dollar tip with a
Christmas card for the server,” said Ice. “We’re trying to
teach generosity to our nine
year old boy and share some
Christmas love. This year we’d
like to up it to 100 dollars.”
Some families hit the
streets and head around town
for holiday sights and events.
“We go down to St.
Charles to see all the Christmas characters like Tiny
Tim, Sugar Plum Fairy, Jack
Frost, and Scrooge on the St.
Charles Main Street before
Christmas,” said Thomas.
His family also attends
the Mass at St. Xavier, which
includes a special Nativity
Scene play by children and a
special appearance by everyone’s favorite jolly old giftgiver, Santa.
Junior Will Perryman’s
family returns to their Polish
roots on Christmas Eve, with
a modern spin on an age-old
tradition.
“My brothers and I,
driven around by our mother,
deliver donuts to our closest
neighbors and friends,” said
Perryman. “This tradition
stems from a Polish tradition
where the men of the family
go around to their neighbors
and throw nuts and fruits
across into their house.”
Perryman’s family has
also amended the tradition
to include the women of the
household, making sure the
entire family can have a part
in the festivities.
“My mom remembers
her brothers getting to engage in this awesome tradition, while she had to stay
home and cook and prepare
the house with her sisters,” he
said. “This is her way of carrying on the tradition, while
being able to participate in it
with my brothers and I.”
After the night’s festivities, many families head home
and cozy up on the couch,
around the tree, or, in Campus Minister Brian Gilmore’s
case, the trees.
“My wife and I have
constructed what we call a
‘Christmas Forest’ in our living room,” he said. “One of my
personal favorite things to do
around this time of year is to
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sit in the living room at night,
with only the light of the tree.
It’s a very peaceful thing for
me, and now I have three trees
to offer me that peace!”
Movies play a large part
in seemingly nearly everyone’s Christmas experience.
Senior Finn Hunsaker’s family always watches two: National Lampoon’s Christmas
Vacation and Monty Python’s
The Meaning of Life, while
Thomas’ family watches Polar Express a few days before,
and tunes into the countless
cartoons on Christmas Eve,
the likes of Santa Claus is
Coming to Town, Frosty the
Snowman, and Charlie Brown
Christmas.
Once the yawns begin
and everyone starts to head
off to bed, parents begin to
scheme and plan for the next
morning. While my mother
runs laps around the house
furiously shaking bells, athletics administrative assistant
Lori Figge used to leave her
children with a hint of Santa.
“On Christmas morning (the kids) would run to
the bathroom mirror to see if
they had magic on their noses
from Santa Claus,” said Figge.
“If their noses had that rosy
glow like Santa’s nose did,
then they knew that Santa
had come while they were fast
asleep in their beds. … And of
course they always had magic
on their noses on Christmas
morning. A little bit of blush
does wonders!”
For some families, however, the scheming comes
from the children. Senior
Will Kelly and his brother like
to add some lovely personal
touches to their gifts for their

parents and grandparents.
“Each year, my brother
and I also wrap the gift in as
ugly a design as possible. Last
year we made it plain brown
packaging paper, and the year
before that, bubble wrap and
duck tape. We don’t put the
gifts out until our parents are
asleep, so when they awake,
and our grandparents come
over, it is an absolutely beautiful eyesore of ugly conformity,” said Kelly. “This year, we
are thinking of haphazardly
taping mulch and grass to the
packaging, but the ideas are
still coming.”
Many families, like the
Kellys, take pleasure in the
various giving and receiving
of the gifts at Christmas time.
It seems, however, that some
take this literally.
“Every year I go out
wearing a cloak the color of
bone and hunt a fox,” said
Vitellaro. “I return home and
spill its blood at the base of
a black obelisk. After making the proper intonation,
which I can’t type on any
keyboard because the alphabet isn’t found on any keyboard, a spectral peregrine
falcon descends and carries
me Folkvang, where I engage
in pitched combat with two
Kodiak bears with halberds
for arms. After I defeat them
I get to drink eggnog from the
shield of Odin All-Father.”
No matter the traditions
and customs your family celebrates, whether they include
Mass, lights and trees, movies, or falcons, the magic of
Christmas finds just about
everyone in some way. From
the Prep News and me, Merry
Christmas.
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Sean Gunn, ’92,
appears on Tonight
Show touting return
role in Gilmore Girls
reboot
BY Matthew Book
FEATURES EDITOR

S

ean Gunn, ’92, was featured in November on The
Tonight Show for his prominent role on the popular
Netflix show Gilmore Girls.
Show host Jimmy Fallon is
a huge fan of Gilmore Girls,
and did a segment on his four
favorite characters from the
show. Gunn’s character, Kirk,
was Fallon’s second favorite.
In response to the segment,
#GilmoreGirlsTop4 quickly
became a trending hashtag, so
Fallon invited Gunn and two
of his co-stars, Scott Patterson
and Liza Weil, on as guests.
“It was a strange experience going on The Tonight
Show. Of course I remember
it being a nightly ritual in my
house growing up, back when
Johnny Carson was hosting,”
said Gunn. “Being there on
stage was fairly nerve-wracking, and it all happened so
fast. It felt like we were out
there for about 30 seconds.
But I had great fun.”
Gilmore Girls was originally produced from 2000 to
2007, but has recently enjoyed
a tremendous, posthumous
success on Netflix. Gunn has
been with the show since its
beginning in 2000 when he
came on for a one-day co-star
role as a DSL Installer.
The show’s creator, Amy
Sherman-Palladino,
liked
the job he did well enough
to keep asking him back for
various jobs, and his character
became sort of like the town
jack-of-all-trades.
“Eventually my character, Kirk, became part of the
quirky fabric of the town,”
said Gunn. “I came on as a
series regular in season three.
I had done many professional
jobs before Gilmore, but it is
really what made my career.
It blows my mind that now,
16 years later, the show is
more popular than ever and
my character has had such a
lasting impression on fans all
over the world.”
SLUH might be a far cry
The Gilmore family’s ‘Christmas Forest’. This is the first year
from Hollywood, but the imthey’ve constructed it.
photo | Mr. Brian Gilmore pact that SLUH has had on
Gunn is impacting him to this
day.
“For a professional actor,

Credits

having a strong sense of self
and intimate knowledge of
one’s relationship to the larger
world is extremely important.
Compassion for all people is
necessary. My time at SLUH
was an instrumental part of
my journey,” said Gunn.
While most high schoolers fantasize at some point
about being a famous celebrity, few ever reach the level
of fame that comes with being in blockbuster movies and
popular shows.
While his level of recognition has changed over the
years based on what he has
been doing, Gunn says that
there are a few parts of the territory that always take some
time to adjust to.
“Getting recognized and
asked to pose for pictures all
the time takes some getting
used to. I’ve been experiencing it here and there with
varying frequency for many
years, but now it happens
pretty much everywhere I
go,” said Gunn. “And with two
big movies coming out next
year—The Belko Experiment
in March and Guardians of
the Galaxy Vol. 2 in May—I’m
prepared for even more. Fame
isn’t something you can turn
off, so there are certain sacrifices to one’s public life that
need adjusting.”
Gunn says that he is always eminently grateful to be
recognized by his fans; after
all, he got into the business
so that people could enjoy his
work.
To anyone excited by
Gunn’s endeavours and interested in entering show biz
as a career, Gunn offers these
words of advice:
“Show business is not for
the faint of heart. You have to
be well prepared for rejection,
life upheaval at any moment,
and long stretches of down
time and unemployment. The
best advice I can give is to remember that it’s always about
the work, not about the fame
or the success that results
from the work. I consider
myself a student of human
behavior and a storyteller, and
those are the skills I spent decades studying.”

“What I want for Christmas”

Art Directors
Ian “Dooley Week”
Mulvihill
Joe “Cici’s Pizza” Fentress

Luke “some cereal” Wilmes
Ben “Mouse Trap the board
game” Klevorn
Peter “a can of string beans”
Curdt
Staff Artists
Justin “four ducks”
Lancer “lots of
Koesterer
potstickers” Li
Will “‘straight-up cash (I’m
James “A cool hairpiece”
broke!)” Kramer
Pollard
Jack “‘lots of pencils” Bailey
Luke “five ducks” Veltz
Riley “wrapping paper”
Staff Photographer
McEnery
Brendan “‘fire
Nathan “a new pair of jeans”
extinguisher” Voigt
Langhauser
Stephen “shooting sleeves”
Reporters
Ocampo
Blake “a neckbeard” Johnson Nick “a new pair of genes”
Jack “the complete noblet col- Prainito
lection” Connaghan
Jack “my parents’ love”

Winschel
Jack “a pet hawk” Perry
Liam “plane” John
Niles “a new knee”
Bernabe
Adam “a hug from Ian Mulvihill” Kleffner

Mrs. Kathy “more
chemistry” Chott
Louis “more pictures” Barnes
Gary “a new fishing rod”
Kornfeld
William “more wrapping
paper” Kelly

Contributing Artists
Craig “nothing, because
daddy’s home”
Grzechowiak
Jackson “E.T. the Game”
DuCharme

Advisor
Mr. Ryan “my two left forearm bones” McAnany

Contributing
Photographers
Mr. Brian “more Christmas
trees” Gilmore

Moderator
Mr. Steve “chillin’ with Pat
Mullen” Missey
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Behind the Scenes @ SLUH: John
Penilla, Director of Annual Giving
and water polo coach

Penilla chatting with the JV water polo team. He serves as head
coach.
|

photo Mrs. Kathy Chott

BY Andrew Modder
SPORTS EDITOR

On Wednesday afternoon,
sports editor Andrew Modder sat down with Director of
Annual Giving and JV water
polo coach John Penilla to talk
about his time at St. Louis U.
High and his responsibilities
and why those are important
to him.
Andrew Modder: How and
when did you get to SLUH?
How were you drawn to
SLUH?
John Penilla: I started working here back in the 20062007 school year; I did the
Alum Service Corps (ASC)
program, so I was an Algebra
I teacher for that school year,
and then also coached water
polo. I taught two sections
of algebra, and then I started
working in Advancement the
following school year. Before
I worked here I worked in
public accounting at Deloitte,
and I wanted to do ASC since
high school. Teachers that are
here now that were ASC, like
Mr. Baud, Mr. Missey, those
two really influenced me. A
lot of the ASC guys I got to
know who were former ASC
guys influenced and made me
think that working at SLUH
or being a teacher was something that I was interested in.
In 2005, when I was working at my old job, I wanted to

work at SLUH and give it a try
and see what it’s like so that
was the emphasis to apply to
ASC, and then I got to work
here.
AM: Can you describe what
you do here on a daily basis?
What does your job entail?
Are there any big events you
have to coordinate or things
like that?
JP: My title is the director of
Annual Giving, whatever that
means. What annual giving
entails is that I help run the
annual giving campaign, so
asking parents to contribute
back to school, that alumni
fundraising. One of the big
things I work on in the fall
is the Scholarship Golf Classic, coordinating that, working with sponsors and getting sponsors. Also Cashbah
is something everyone in the
Advancement Office works
on, so that’s something. We
had a meeting earlier this
week already talking about
Cashbah sponsorships. So annual giving, that’s the revenue
that we try to raise every year.
AM: Are there any other activities that you do associated
with SLUH besides your daily
job?
JP: That’s one of my favorite
parts about working here, is
being able to coach water polo
in the spring and being able to
do Kairos retreats; I’ve been
on a Kairos retreat every year

since I’ve been here. Those
things are unique to being
able to work at SLUH because
in normal jobs you don’t take
four days out and lead a retreat. The regular interaction
of seeing students and getting
to know them through other
things is something I certainly
enjoy a lot.
AM: How much student interaction do you usually get on a
daily basis?
JP: Now, I try to not just be
up here, like once a day just
walk down and visit; I’ll be
in Campus Ministry visiting
Mr. Gilmore and Mr. Finucane, just hanging out with
them briefly and then getting
the chance to see a friendly
face of someone I know from
retreat or water polo if I’m
down in the Commons for
something. I’d say it’s more me
leaving the third floor to see
people. That’s another great
thing about leading the retreat
is I get to know a few more
people. I really enjoyed teaching that year, it’s a lot different than what I do now. There
were days that were certainly
easier or harder than others,
but it was fun to get to know
about 50 guys and being able
to stay in touch with them.
AM: Do you wish you had
more student interaction in
your job?
JP: I would say sure. I think
one of the things I like about
what I do is that there are
times if I need a break or need
to get away, or I’ve been staring at a screen too long, I can
get up and walk around for a
few minutes and sort of see
the school and what’s going
on in the life of the school.
That can be inspiring because
that’s what I’m really working
here for is to help support, so
it’s neat to walk by classrooms
and stuff like that. It would
be cool to know a lot more
kids, but it is nice sort of having that smaller group as well
that I know because I’ve been
able to get to know them really well.
AM: What do you value the
most in working at SLUH ev-
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A 2013 Christmas miracle: the
monumental rescheduling of
first semester exams

archives | Vol. 77

For the current student body of St. Louis U. High, the schedule for the
end of first semester and exams has always been the same; classes are immediately followed by semester exams before winter break, permitting students
to go about their time off with no concern. Such has not always been the case,
however; 2013 was the first time the first semester ended before winter break.
Here’s a peek at the news from Volume 77, complete with Vol. 77 editor-inchief Adam Thorp’s special graph.

—compiled by Ben Frailey and Galen Bacharier.
ery day?
JP: It’s a lot different than my
old job, and it’s obviously the
mission. Everything we do
up here is driven by helping
kids come to SLUH, to have
that experience as an alum.
That’s something that’s really
important to me. My memories of what it was like to be a
student are the motivators and
what is exciting about coming
to work here, there’s this re-

ally clear mission: we’ve got
to raise money, and it’s not
for ourselves, it’s literally to
make sure kids who deserve
to be here can be here. I love
working with my colleagues
up here, we all get along really
well which I think helps us
thrive in what we do. I’ve got
friends throughout the building, and it’s fun to be able to
work in the same place as
them. So people really.

AM: Is there anything that
the student body probably
wouldn’t know about you that
you want them to know?
JP: I want them to know that
Mr. Missey was my favorite
English teacher, and one of
my life goals is just to hang
out with him. That’s it. Just,
like, hang out.
Moderator’s note: Awkward.

Seniors roll the dice, launch Kickstarter for company’s first board game: ‘Knock-Out!’
BY Riley McEnery and
Nathan Langhauser
REPORTERS

S

eniors Kevin Gerstner,
Sean Hruz, Robbie Schaefer, Robbie McKendry, and
Daniel Webster, along with
Jason Meredith, Gerstner’s
cousin, have developed a new
board game called “KnockOut!” through their own company, Interactive Jeans.
The company emerged
when Hruz and Gerstner de-

cided to share their individual ideas for their own board
games.
“The initial idea for me
was when I got really, really
bored in Global History freshman year,” said Gerstner.
The group has been
working on the new game for
about eighteen months, and
they continue to make overwhelming amounts of adjustments to the rules and gameplay itself.

“It’s been through a ton of
rule changes,” said Gerstner.
“We’ve had multiple nights
where we just stayed up really
late and just played the game,
and it just didn’t work out like
we wanted it to.”
Hruz works as the head
game designer for the company. Along with helping come
up with the initial idea for the
game, he also tests the game
by playing it repeatedly to
assure that the rules in place
are efficient and effective. By
playing the games themselves,
they are able to balance the
cards, ensuring that none are
too powerful and each character’s special ability is fair in
relation to other characters’
powers.
Webster works on the
artwork for the game. He has
drawn up most of the character designs, and does some
work to create card designs,
which takes a lot of work.
artwork | Craig Grzechowiak
Gerstner helps as a game

and graphic designer. After
organizing the company, he
started working on card artwork. The company has made
about 126 card artworks for
the game itself.
“It’s a very, very artwork
intensive game, and that’s
what a majority of my time
has been spent on,” Gerstner
said.
The game includes three
main aspects: fighting, eating, and blocking. The goal
is to win the most trophies
through knocking an opponent out, gaining glory points,
and stealing. The weaponry
used in the game to attack is
very unconventional, ranging
from a stampede of emus to
explosive foam fingers. Each
Fighter is trying to beat the
others up while looking the
coolest while doing so. The
game itself is similar to the
deck building game “Hearthstone” in the aspect of card
abilities, but otherwise the

“Knock-Out!” designers believe that the game is one-ofa-kind on the market.
McKendry’s biggest contribution to the group is creating a Kickstarter video. McKendry’s grandfather owns a
warehouse that he lent to the
seniors to film the video. The
group built a boxing ring in
the warehouse from scratch
for the video, collecting mats
from Fine Arts teacher Kathryn Whitaker, buying wood
and ropes to spray paint, and
working to put it all together
to create their very own set.
Schaefer and Meredith
are in charge of the business
aspect of the company. Meredith works on marketing for
the game and Schaefer works
with finances for the company
as a whole.
The group is very excited
to release the new game, and
hope it lasts for generations.
“I just want to be able to
say that I made this game,”

said Webster.
“I want to take my grandson, set him on my knee, and
explain the game to him, and
spend one-on-one time playing,” said McKendry.
The “Knock-Out!” Kickstarter begins this evening.
More information on how to
access the Kickstarter is available on the company’s website,
www.ijgames.net.

artwork | courtesy of Kevin Gerstner

‘Broken Ugly Donut’, one of
the game’s countless cards.

Kornfeld inducted as new member of Missouri Hockey serves loss to
Football Coaches Association Hall of Fame
Vianney in new attire

Kornfeld after the induction cermony.

Andrew Modder
SPORTS EDITOR

F

ormer head football coach
Gary Kornfeld became
one of the the newest members of the Missouri Football
Coaches Hall of Fame on Friday, Dec. 2, as he was inducted, along with three others,
into this elite class of football
coaches.
On that Friday morning,
the Missouri Football Coaches Association (MFCA), Kornfeld, and the other inductees gathered at Tan-Tar-A
Resort, a small branched-off
part of the Lake of the Ozarks.
Ironically, Kornfeld and his
wife honeymooned at TanTar-A, and the day of the induction ceremony was their
39th wedding anniversary.
The day began with each
of the inductees giving a short
talk to the officers of MFCA,

and they had to answer questions afterward. Once this
brief session concluded, the
inductees took some free time
in the afternoon and then reconvened in the evening for
the banquet.
All of Kornfeld’s family and friends were in attendance, including many former
players whom he coached in
his time at SLUH. Kornfeld’s
son, Mark, ’99, introduced his
father to the audience at the
banquet before he gave his induction speech.
“It was pretty special because he played with me and
then coached with me for 12
years,” said Kornfeld. “My
whole family was there, Mr.
Laughlin was there, and Mr.
Hannick was there. Coach
Chura and Coach Diffley were
able to make it, so it was pretty special to have that. To see

photo | courtesy of Gary Kornfeld

all of the former players from
all of the years come back is
pretty special to me.”
Kornfeld gave a talk
about his career at SLUH and
what coaching football has
meant to him, which was followed by a video of various
photos taken throughout his
time coaching.
In order to become an inductee, a coach must be nominated by someone from their
own school the year before
the induction. Former Athletic Director Dick Wehner
nominated Kornfeld in September 2015.
“I nominated Coach
Kornfeld because he has accumulated 200 football wins
at one school, he has been the
football coach at SLUH since
1987, he has been recognized
as one of the best high school
football coaches in the area

for a long time, and he is just
a genuine good person who
deserves such a recognition,”
said Wehner.
MFCA, in addition to coordinating the Hall of Fame,
also forms All-State and AllDistrict teams, both athletic
and academic. Paul Martel
and Pete Adkins are the cofounders; Martel was the
SLUH football coach for nine
years while Kornfeld was the
assistant coach.
“I think it was a body of
work, the whole body of work
that took place,” said Kornfeld. “I was with Paul Martel
in my nine years as assistant,
and Paul is a legendary high
school coach. It’s quite an
honor for me to go into that
Hall of Fame because Paul
Martel was one of the founding fathers of it and was one
of the first inducted into the
Missouri Football Coaches
Hall of Fame.”
Kornfeld has spent a total
of 40 years as a football coach,
beginning his legacy at Perryville High School for two
years and then devoting 38
years of his life to the SLUH
football program.
In his 29 years as head
coach, Kornfeld garnered a
school record 212 wins, averaging around seven wins per
year. He has been the MCC
Coach of the Year seven times
and was the Metropolitan
Coach of the Year in 1991. He
has led teams to 13 District

continued on page 8

Will Farroll
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High
hockey team only saw
one night of action this week.
The Jr. Bills squared off against
Vianney in a 10-1 demolition
at Affton last Saturday night,
showcasing their brand new
third jerseys. They now sit at
10-0 on the season, hungry to
keep the streak alive and secure the number one seed for
the playoffs.
The Jr. Bills came out
hard against Vianney. Senior Liam Knobbe got the Jr.
Bills on the board first, with a
stinger off a pass from sophomore Henry Wagner with
11:29 to go in the first period.
SLUH continued to pressure

but seemed to come out a bit
slow at first.
Vianney tied the game
on a breakaway with 4:42 to
play, shifting the momentum
a bit and snapping the Jr. Bills
out of their lackluster start.
“It’s definitely a challenge. I mean we came out
flat tonight, and I think
we were too cocky and too
overconfident,” said head
coach Kevin Fitzpatrick.
Despite the slow start,
SLUH came to their senses.
Seniors Luke Gassett and
Chaz Palumbo made a few
nice passes that resulted in a
goal from Gassett to make the
score 2-1.
Thirty seconds later,

continued on page 7

Hockey gathering after a goal against Vianney last Friday.
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Basketball wins Blue Springs tourney; fatigue sets in against Chaminade
Matt Godar
CORE STAFF

T

ten points.
“Making the extra passes,
sharing the ball better, locking
down on defense, it was a lot
of good team ball,” said McKissic.
“It was a little choppy,
we came out a little sluggish
coming off the road naturally, but we caught some legs
later in the game and hit some

shots,” said head coach Erwin
Claggett.
The next day, as many
students enjoyed ending their
school week, the Jr. Bills enjoyed ending the Blue Springs
Wildcats, the kind hosts of the
tournament.
SLUH had no issues
facing the Wildcats on their
home turf, as the Jr. Bills es-

he St. Louis U. High basketball team continued
its success at the Blue Springs
tournament in Kansas City
this past weekend, winning
all three games of the tournament to become champions
before falling in a tough game
to Chaminade on Monday.
Travelling to Kansas
City Thursday afternoon,
the squad took on Lincoln
Prep for the first game of the
tournament. Though initially
the U. High struggled to pull
away, leading by just three at
half, they undoubtedly controlled the game. The Jr. Bills
won by 12 points, 67-55.
Junior forward Matt
Leritz went off in the game,
dropping 26 points and wrangling in ten boards.
“We were clicking on all
ends,” said Leritz. “The team
chemistry was much better,
the whole aspect of individual
scoring was kind of just put
away.”
Meanwhile, senior guard
Brandon McKissic put up 17
points, along with four rebounds and a season-high
seven steals. Senior forward
B.J. Wilson, in his first game
back from injury, collected Senior Brandon McKissic last Monday against Chaminade.
seven boards to go with his

tablished dominance early.
After the first half, the U. High
led 38-19. Leritz finished the
half with a 12 points and nine
boards.
From there, the Jr. Bills
took their foot off the pedal
and cruised to the finish line.
Though the Wildcats shortened the lead to within 15
in the fourth quarter, SLUH

successfully staved them off.
The game ended 61-48 SLUH,
advancing the Jr. Bills to the
championship game.
“We came out really
strong in the first half, and
they were able to crawl back a
little bit, but we played pretty
well. It was a long game,” said
senior forward Andrew Grassi.

McKissic led in scoring with 16 points and nine
boards, while Leritz finished
with 15 and ten to record his
second double-double of the
season.
“In the third quarter we
clamped down and jumped
out on them. They made a
good run on us, but we really
played well that game,” said
Claggett.
Before squaring off
against Jesuit rival Rockhurst, SLUH encountered a
major obstacle. Sometime in
the bleak and infinite abyss
between late night and early
morning, a fire alarm was
triggered in the team’s hotel,
disrupting sleep and displacing the players to the cold
outside.
“We got some naps in,
but we were all really tired.
We were pretty much just
sitting in our cars, our warm
cars,” said Grassi.
Fatigue showed itself a
bit in the championship game.
The Jr. Bills tumbled slowly
out of the gates, falling behind
15-13 to the Hawklets in the
first quarter. SLUH spent the
rest of the half mostly gathering themselves, neither letting
the game go nor pulling away.
photo | Brendan Voigt The first half ended 24-24.

continued on page 8

JV hockey remains undefeated with huge
Trittler earns pin, byes
victories over Rockwood Summit, Parkway South still an issue in loss
Stephen Ocampo
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High JV
hockey team improved to
8-0 this past weekend, crushing Rockwood Summit 10-3
and Parkway South 7-1.
The JV team has been
pile-driving its opponents this
season, averaging eight goals
per game while allowing a
mere 1.25. This past weekend
was no different.
In the 10-3 win against
Rockwood Summit, eight different players scored goals.
SLUH started the action
with two goals in the last three
minutes of the first period, by
senior PJ Cox and freshman
Carson Massie.
“We started the game a
little slow,” said junior Kevin
Einig. “But during the second
and third periods, the boys
started buzzing.”
Senior Matthew Wulff
netted a goal four minutes
into the period and freshman
Tyler Lindhorst snuck one in
the net two minutes later on a
power play.
Summit did not back
down, however, as the Falcons
scored just a few minutes later,
bringing the score to 4-1.
The Jr. Bills responded
right away with back-to-back
goals from sophomores Andrew Chabloz and Grant Bolten, and Lindhorst netted his
second goal of the night to put
SLUH up 7-1 heading into the

third period.
In the third period, the
Jr. Bills scored a shorthanded
goal, a slick wrist shot from
freshman Jack Hazelton.
Sophomore Nathan Pawlow
added to the onslaught with
another goal five minutes later. The Falcons responded by
scoring two goals within three
minutes, cutting the Jr. Bills’
lead to six goals as time wound
down. Pawlow answered back
less than 30 seconds later by
ripping a slap shot to the back
of the net off of an assist from
Cox, resulting in a 10-3 victory over Rockwood Summit.
“It was a really solid victory for us as a team and
shows that we are a team with
a lot of firepower,” said junior
Sam Kutz.
The following day, the Jr.
Bills kept up the winning with
a 7-1 win over Parkway South.
The Jr. Bills scored three
goals in the first period, from
Bolten, Wulff, and Massie. The
second period was more of the
same as Bolten completed his
hat trick, netting back-to-back
goals five minutes into the
second to increase the lead to
five.
A few minutes later, the
Jr. Bills let up their first and
only goal of the game from a
wrist shot by Patriot Gabriel
Fann on a power play. The
Jr. Bills then responded with
a quick goal by freshman TJ
Thomas to finish the second

Niles Bernabe
REPORTER

P

artwork | Ian Mulvihill

period up 6-1.
The action ended when
Thomas ripped one past the
goalie for his second goal six
minutes into the third period
and the Bills coasted to a 7-1
victory over the Patriots, adding another win in the column
and making the Jr. Bills 8-0 for
the season.
“We all played really well
and looked good, but we had
way too many penalties,” said
senior PJ Cox.
“The team is really good
skill-wise, but we need to
work on our team play and
working together before we
face teams like CBC or De
Smet,” said Wulff.
Upcoming opponents in-

clude Vianney, Kirkwood, and
the other undefeated team, De
Smet.
The team’s next game is
Sunday, Dec. 18, versus Vianney Gold at 7:55 pm at Affton
Ice Rink.
“This year there’s a lot of
pressure on us to win, but I
think we have what it takes to
win State,” said Cox.

attonville proved to be a
struggle for the Jr. Bill’s
wrestling squad this past
Tuesday. They were defeated
57-18, due mostly to their five
open spots.
“It was a tough night for
varsity, with the exception of
Dan Trittler, who dominated
for a pin,” said head coach
Robert Nahlik.
Despite the recent string
of losses, the wrestlers remain
hopeful to gain some momentum and reverse the trend.
“We’ve been struggling
but I think we definitely have
what it takes,” said senior Syed
Fakhryzada. “I think our team
has a lot of potential.”
The Jr. Bills are showing
signs of improvement in performance despite the points
lost to byes. The team hopes
to start raking in wins once
matches start up again.
“Our
student-athletes
wrestled tough against Pattonville,” said Nahlik. “They
showed improvement in the

neutral position since our last
meet and are looking lighter
on their feet than before.”
Winter break will be a
time away from competition
for the Jr. Bills, giving them
the opportunity to practice
and work on areas of improvement.
“Our varsity wrestlers
need to keep improving their
defenses against pinning combinations,” said Nahlik. “Part
of this is just believing they
cannot be held down by anyone. We’ll be working hard on
these things over Christmas
Break to prepare for a busy
January.”
“I think that it will be really nice for all the wrestlers
to have a long and enjoyable
break until our next meet in
January,” said senior varsity
captain Dan Trittler.
After the long break, the
Jr. Bills will return to the mats
with a dual meet against Ritenour and MICDS at 5 p.m. at
Ritenour on Jan. 2.

We’re rollin’: hockey takes top
ranking in conference

B hockey ties close game against
Oakville

Jack Perry
REPORTER

T

he Jr. Bills’ B hockey team
faced off against Oakville
in the third game of the season on Saturday, finishing in
a 2-2 tie. The Jr. Bills are now
1-1-1 for the season.
Against Oakville, the
boys got the scoring going
late in the first period with a
shorthanded goal from freshman Carson Massie, the first
goal of his young SLUH career. Sophomore Liam Gallagher got the assist. Oakville
retaliated fairly quickly, and
scored on a power play with a

little more than a minute left
in the period.
In the second period,
Oakville squeaked a shot past
sophomore goalie Anthony
Miriani to take a 2-1 lead. After that, Cole Jansky took over
in net for the Jr. Bills, and did
not allow a goal for the rest of
the game.
The Jr. Bills knotted up
the score at two with five minutes to go in the second period, when sophomore Nick
Prainito sauced a nice pass
to freshman Andrew Zerega
who capitalized for his first
goal of the year.

The third period featured
some gritty play by both teams
as each goalie was peppered
with shots left and right. The
defense got a workout, but in
the end their work paid off as
the game ended in a 2-2 tie.
“We brought a lot of pressure in the offensive zone, but
we need to work on finishing on the chances we have,
though,” said sophomore Abe
Liberman.
The Jr. Bills continue
their season as they show
down against Parkway South
on Sunday at 9:40 a.m.

Football Academic All-State
Sean Bender, ’18

David Gordon, ’17

Joe Rogan, ’17

Austin Hannah, ’18

Sam Evans, ’18

Mitch Batschelett, ’17

Jonathan Kroll, ’17

Andrew Grassi, ’17

Senior Erik Floyd taking a shot in Saturday’s game against Vianney.

(continued from page 6)

Knobbe netted another goal,
with the assist going to Wagner. Gassett also managed to
sneak in a second goal of his
own 30 seconds before the
end of the first period. The
score was 4-1.
“We were moving the
puck really well, I thought,
and I think the new jerseys
brought us something, some
secret stuff,” said Wagner.
Wagner tucked his first
goal of the night away 40 seconds into the second period,
followed minutes later by a
Vianney goal that was called
back because of the net moving out of place.
Play continued and with
8:11 left, a Vianney player
went to the box for roughing. On the ensuing power
play, Louis Garavaglia, slid the
puck five-hole to put SLUH up
6-1.
Sophomore
Christian

Berger added another goal 25
seconds later, and it seemed
SLUH had all but taken the
game already. Following a
penalty from senior Luke
Sextro with 5:33 left in the
second, junior Matthew Hohl
was able to put one between
the pipes for a short handed
goal. Outshooting Vianney
23-15, the Jr. Bills were up 8-1
after two.
Garavaglia scored another short-handed goal for
the Jr. Bills after senior Peter
Hoffmeister went to the box
for high sticking. A minute
later, junior Steven Pawlow
closed the scoring.
As the game wound
down, the IceBills got back
into penalty habits. With 5:05
left Gassett was given a tenminute misconduct along
with a Vianney player, and
Berger was also sent to the box
along with another Griffin.
“You know I think that

photo | William Kelly

we came out, and it wasn’t our
best performance tonight, but
we did what we had to do and
it was what it was,” said assistant coach Bret Morrell.
The Jr. Bills have scored a
staggering 62 goals and let up
just nine in the first ten games.
“Ten wins is great,” said
Fitzpatrick. “I mean that’s
awesome, but we still haven’t
won the last game of the season, and unfortunately now
that’s what we’re measured on,
but we have to get there, and
if we’re fortunate enough to
end up that first seed, that’s a
big plus for us. We just have to
keep working.”
The team played Edwardsville last night (see
Nighbeat) in a rematch of the
close 2-1 win earlier in the
year, and they will face off
against Chaminade tonight
at 9:45 at the home ice down
south, Affton Ice Rink.
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Basketball faces Vianney again tonight
(continued from page 6)

Halfway through the
third quarter, the Jr. Bills
snapped out of their slump.
Senior
guard
Anthony
Hughes drained saucy jumper
after saucy jumper to help the
Jr. Bills distance themselves
from the Hawklets. The game
ended with SLUH up 64-45,
to make them the 2016 Blue
Springs Tournament Champions.
“It was probably the first
time all year we really played
to our potential defensively,”
said Claggett.
Hughes ended with
19 points on seven of nine
shooting, an incredibly efficient performance, including
three three-pointers. After the
game, McKissic, Leritz, and
Wilson were all named to the
All-Tournament team.
“Coach has been looking
for me to step up my game
and my aggressiveness offensively and defensively,” said
Hughes. “I’ve always been a
good shooter but I’ve been
pretty timid. But just letting it
fly really worked for me.”
“It was a great weekend,
we learned a lot of things,
good and bad. It was a diferent experience because of the

different teams, we’re always
playing St. Louis teams,” said
McKissic.
Just two days after the
tournament, SLUH faced the
toughest team in the MCC,
Chaminade. Though the Red
Devils graduated high profile
recruits Jayson Tatum and Tyler Cook, among others, the
team is still rather strong.
“I think both teams were
kind of feeling each other
out before the game,” said
Claggett. “It was weird not
seeing Tatum or Cook out
there.”
The Jr. Bills, in their
fourth game in just five days,
felt the force of fatigue in full
effect. The tempo was rather
low throughout the game, the
opposite of what SLUH generally likes to do.
“This whole year, we’ve
been playing kind of slow,
both on defense, and especially on offense. Look for that to
change,” said Leritz.
In spite of this, the U.
High stuck with Chaminade.
Hughes and McKissic managed to keep hitting shots in
the face of the Red Swarm,
and the Jr. Bills led after both
the first quarter and the first
half. However, in the third

quarter, Chaminade switched
to an aggressive press, forcing multiple poor SLUH shots
and capitalizing on easy transition buckets at the other
end.
Though they fought valiantly until the end, the BasketBills fell to the Red Devils,
72-62.
“It was eye-opening to
us, it showed us that we can
beat this team, that they don’t
live up to all the hype,” said
McKissic.
Hughes led in scoring with 20 points, knocking down eight of eight free
throws, along with some
threes. McKissic was close
behind with 19 points, along
with five boards and two assists. Leritz tallied another
double-double with ten points
and 14 rebounds.
“I do think it was a game
we probably should have
won,” said Claggett. “If we
had played defensively the
way we’re capable of, I think
it would’ve been a different
game.”
The Jr Bills will next take
on Vianney at the Griffins
home turf on Friday at 7 p.m.

photo | Brendan Voigt

Kornfeld coaching against CBC in 2015.

(continued from page 6)

titles and seven MCC Championships, with over 100 of
his former players having college football careers and three
having NFL careers.
As a coach, Kornfeld
stressed the importance of
leaving an impact on his players, trying to affect their lives
and creating a brotherhood
on the football team that
means more than just winning or losing.
“Did we make a difference for them? Did we help
them become men for others?
Did they care about one another? All I ever talked about
this year was being a team
guy: care for others, do for
others and try to help somebody else out, don’t just be
worried about yourself,” said
Kornfeld.
“We can’t just play for
ourselves and work for ourselves because we have to
work as a unit to have success, and he really made that
a really big point and that has
stuck with me throughout my
two years playing,” said senior
David Gordon.
Kornfeld
has
also
stressed the importance of

family life outside of football and being able to give
his players periodic breaks to
spend time with the ones they
love. He created two dead periods throughout the summer,
one in June and the other in
July, to accomplish this goal.
“I told these coaches,
‘Don’t ever forget that they’re
kids. Let them be kids,’” said
Kornfeld. “I wanted guys to
still be able to be kids and still
enjoy the process.”
Kornfeld first notified
SLUH that he would be stepping down from his position
about three years ago. Last
year he had meetings with administration members to give
the school time to start looking for a replacement.
“I love what I do here,
and I always tell the kids if
you love what you do you’ll
never work a day in your life,
and I truly feel that way,” said
Kornfeld. “I hope to continue
to do that for several more
years just in the teaching part
of it with phys ed and drivers
ed.”
Since his first year at
Perryville in 1976, Kornfeld
has witnessed many complex changes in the game of

football and how the sport
has transformed from teams
having three offenses and
defenses to now countless
formations and strategies to
work with. The technology
in getting game film has also
changed drastically in his career, going from having to get
film developed for each game
to using Hudl today.
Kornfeld also noted how
the job of being a football
coach has gone from an August to November duty to a
year-round endeavor, with
weight training programs in
the offseason as well as contact days over the summer.
This transition has made football a focal point in Kornfeld’s
life.
With the extra free time,
Kornfeld hopes to spend a lot
more time with his wife, Karen, his three children, and his
nine grandchildren. In addition to teaching physical education and driver’s education,
he wants to pursue various
hobbies that he enjoys.
“I like to fish. I like the
Lake of the Ozarks. I think I
have enough to do to keep me
busy. At least, my wife hopes
so, anyway,” said Kornfeld.

SLUH v SLUH: Racquetball tops Racquetball

JV basketball takes fourth in
Northwest Tournament

Liam John

Nick Prainito

Senior Anthony Hughes reaches back for a rebound against Chaminade.

REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High Varsity 1 racquetball team
claimed another win against
the SLUH Varsity 2 team last
Wednesday. All the players are
currently 5-0 for their seed
rankings, and first for their
seed. Although Varsity 2 lost,
they have had an amazing
season so far, boasting a 3-2
record.
Senior Chris Schulze had
a major win over senior Nick
Buescher with a score of 15-5,
15-0.
Junior James Storgion
won 15-9, 15-7 against senior Andy Hohenberger. It
was close but Storgion played
smart racquetball throughout
the match.
Senior Carlos Ayala had
a close first game against senior Ian Modde, who had 13
points, but he came back to
win 15-13. The second game
he focused more on playing
smart racquetball and won
15-7.
Senior Jacob Sullivan
won 15-12, 15-2, also coming out very slow against senior Jack Miner. Head coach
Joe Koestner continued his
Nationals-winning coaching
techniques to help Sullivan re-

cover and win 15-2.
Sophomore Matt Hayes
continued his undefeated
streak against senior Derek
Rechtien with a two-game
match, winning 15-6, 15-5.
Hayes continues to impress by
being the only sophomore on
Varsity 1.
No. 6 seed junior Adam
Hanson played an amazing match against senior Ian
Wells, taking the first game
15-1.
“Hanson has grown so
much over the past year. Last
year and over the summer he
really boosted his play,” said
junior Riley McEnery.
Finally, the varsity doubles teams came close with
seniors Roman Visintine and
Joe Boyce winning 15-13,
15-10. Doubles is one of the
hardest games to play because
partners have communicate
and work together. The hardest part is separating singles
play, where you control the
whole court, to one where you
only control half. Koestner always coaches to not play front
and back but to go where your
partner is not. The best doubles teams know how to communicate.
JV1 A played some great
and close matches this week
to continue their undefeated
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3-0 record. This week they
played De Smet’s JV1 A with
a 4-1 win; only the doubles
team lost.
The doubles team recently lost one of its players, so
sophomore Michael Oldani
had to adapt to a new partner with a new type of play.
The coaches decided to have
junior Alexander Siampos
step up to be the new doubles
partner. The game against De
Smet was his first game with
Oldani. Eventually they lost
close games, 15-11 and 15-14.
“The doubles game was
very exciting to watch,” said
JV1 coach and math teacher
Stephen Deves.“They were on
the verge several times.”
“I am excited because
they are new but good partners, and they still need to
work out their play strategy
and communication,” said
Deves.
The team won all of its
other matches in two games,
with special focus on No. 1
seed junior Steven Zak, who
won 15-1, 15-7 against James
Otto.
Both Varsity 1 and JV1
A are undefeated in matches.
Both start playing matches in
January, but they will not stop
practicing, and they have two
tournaments over the break.

REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High JV
basketball team took
fourth place in the Northwest
Tournament to open its season.
The squad showed hope
during those four games, winning the first game by a commanding 60-16 score before
losing in the second game by
one point and then in the consolation final to finish fourth.
The team is built largely

on a roster of sophomores,
who take up 13 of the 14 roster spots.
Defense will be key to the
success of the team this year,
according to sophomores Paul
Reddy and Nick Lang. In addition, Reddy said that they
“shouldn’t take (teams) for
granted.”
“If we can slow the game
down, play smart basketball
and work super hard on defense we will win some more
games. We also need to play

looser and relax a little bit,”
said Lang.
The team will play 21
games total this year, and plays
its first home game against De
Smet next week. Lang is looking forward to playing Chaminade, the team’s biggest rival.
“We are definitely still
figuring things out,” said Reddy. “Especially from a mindset
standpoint, we are still learning who we are as a group.”

Varsity Hockey Nightbeat
The St. Louis U. High hockey team dropped its first game of the season last night to Edwardsville in a close 2-1 loss. The Jr. Bills were missing
many key players due to club conflicts and unfortunately couldn’t pull out
the win against the Tigers. Edwardsville struck early in the first period and
kept that lead through the middle of the second when they scored another
to go up 2-0 over the Jr. Bills. Despite a late second period goal from junior
Jack Wachter, the Tigers were able to hold onto their lead and gave SLUH
their first loss of the season. The Jr. Bills are now 10-1, still ranked in the
top spot.

—compiled by Will Farroll
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Hannick discusses day-to-day life as principal

artwork | Lancer Li

(continued from page 1)

Joseph Reznikov: Is there sort
of a “normal” day? Or do the
things you do vary from day
to day?
CH: I would say that there is
a weekly routine. I know there
are certain regular meetings
that happen throughout each
week. It tends that earlier in
the week is a little heavier; the
data is a little skewed right in
terms of the demands on my
time. But every day is different. The people are different,
the issues are different. In the
end, it’s all good.

as I can. I was before, but now
I make a more dedicated attempt to go to things like
sporting events at all levels,
concerts, exhibitions, and other things where students are
involved. And also just walking the halls, stopping and
talking to kids as I would before but trying to make a more
dedicated effort to do that in
light of that heavy schedule
that I’m often under. I actually thought I would have
more time outside my office,
but I just want to continue to
enjoy the interactions that I
have with the people both in
my office as well as out in the
hallways.

scious of it. And then certainly
interacting with the faculty,
as a whole and individually,
in many cases at deeper levels than I did in the past, has
helped me realize how much
I value this community, from
the adults all the way down.
The good news with this job is
how I am totally engaged with
the faculty. I very much enjoy
my work with the Instructional Council at both the academic and the administrative
level. It’s one of the high points
of my week. I also didn’t realize how closely I would be
working with the assistant
principals. It was just something I hadn’t really thought
about.

SC: How have you been making contact with students as
principal, now that you are JR: How has the job of princinot as “available” as in years pal changed you as a person, SC: What have been the greatpast?
if it has?
est challenges so far in this semester?
CH: Being involved in some CH: I’ve thought about this,
of the things I was before, like because I think originally I CH: Kind of like we already
Youth in Government and the thought it wouldn’t (change said, maintaining a high pace
Math Club has been one way. me)—that I would go back to schedule. My personality is
But then also the advantage of exactly what I was doing, but one where I like to immerse
getting to do some new things I think having a different per- myself in whatever it is that
that I hadn’t done before, like spective on SLUH and seeing, I’m doing and give my full efthe Ignatian Family Teach- if you will, a “glimpse behind forts towards that, and this is
In. And then also trying to the curtain,” I have found a no exception. So I just jumped
be present at as many of the depth to SLUH that I know in with both feet and have
things in the life of the school existed, I just wasn’t very con- been running ever since.

JR: Are there any aspects of That has also been a great joy.
the principal job that have We’re also working on coming
been unexpected?
up with a written curriculum,
aligned to standards. I had a
CH: Just the schedule time meeting just today with the
commitment. I knew it would Instructional Council to talk
be a big job and I was fully with each of the department
aware of that, but I thought I heads to see which standards
would have a little more flex- they have done some backibility—which I would if I ground work with their faculscheduled it that way—to go ty with choosing the standards
out and visit classes and do they felt were most approprithings like go down to the caf- ate and then with the mapping
eteria during lunch. I thought work we’ve done over the last
I would go down there more several years, finally pulling
than I do, and I have visited that all together into one writsome classes, but not at the ten curriculum that we can
level I thought I would.
use in many aspects of the
school, and certainly in our
SC: What are the “best” and next accreditation.
“worst” parts about being
SLUH’s principal?
SC: What specific policies
from the Moran administraCH: The best parts are work- tion have been most challenging at a deeper level with the ing to uphold? For example,
faculty, whom I admire great- one-to-one technology.
ly. I’ve worked with many of
them throughout my entire CH: While I’m neither a fan
career but now working at a nor a detractor of the one-tolevel for the benefit of St. Lou- one policy, as a teacher I welis U. High, moving this place come that as a way to help me
forward. That has been a great be more conscious of what I
joy. I’m thinking especially teach on a daily basis and how
of Instructional Council and I can enhance what I do in the
continuing the great work we classroom through technolalready do at SLUH, looking ogy. As we, to use a John Moforward to the many years to ran phrase, “live through this,”
come. In terms of difficulties we’re currently in the process
or challenges, there have been of evaluating how that process
a couple hard times—hard is going.
decisions to be made—but if
I think of the hardest things JR: How does the principal
I’ve had to do, in the end they job intertwine with your spiriturn out to be grace-filled mo- tual life (and prayer)?
ments. We talk a lot about
finding God in all things and CH: One of the nice things
even in the most difficult situ- about attending lots of meetations, He’s there, even when it ings at SLUH is the number of
might not be apparent in the times throughout the day that
beginning. When you look, I am engaged with others in
He was there throughout the prayer. Consciously thinking
process. Those grace-filled about the needs of others and
moments weren’t a surprise praying for their intentions
but they were a pleasant silver helps us focus on the imporlining to some of the things I tant things, especially that we
have had to do.
are all connected to one another as the body of Christ.
JR: What do you look forward
to next semester?
SC: What is it like balancing the commitment of your
CH: I am really looking for- AP Statistics with Precalculus
ward to graduation. I enjoy class with your principal job?
this senior class a lot, and I
have the unique position of CH: It’s a nice break in my
having been so well-connect- day knowing that I get to go
ed to the students, and now do what I truly love, which is
having this role as principal. to teach and to interact with
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students. So it is another way
in which I can keep my finger
on the pulse of the students. I
often will end the class with a
question to them about an aspect of SLUH life just to give
me that insight from a student’s perspective. It just gives
me a nice connection with
the students and helps me remember why we’re here.
JR: How has SLUH, in the
past semester, focused on the
theme of “human dignity”
that you introduced in the beginning of the year?
CH: I thought of human dignity as the theme this year
while reading “The Other Wes
Moore.” I used the theme in
my opening remarks to the
classes at the beginning-ofthe-year meetings and the
theme ran through our Issues Day. I also recently had
the opportunity to pray with
each class during their weekly
class prayer services on the issue of human dignity in honor
of Human Rights Day, which
was celebrated last Saturday.
On the other hand, this theme
should not be something new
to us, as we have done, and
still do, many things in this
area: the Ignatian Family
Teach-In, all our community
service, our interactions with
others, etc.
SC: Now that you have a semester under your belt, is
there any advice or tips you
would give to your past self—
before starting in June—about
the SLUH principal position
and its challenges?
CH: It might just be to schedule a short period of down
time in each day, just to be
able to regroup. Teaching
does that to me to an extent,
but also there are many days
where it’s a revolving door of
conversations that I have—of
which I enjoy them all. But
overall to me it’s the best of all
worlds: the connection that I
have to the students and the
deeper connection I have to
the faculty now. That’s been a
good thing at work.

iPads allow for increased productivity for some, distraction for others
(continued from page 1)

plementing a 1:1 device program at SLUH, the decision
was made to require iPads for
SLUH’s incoming freshman
class in the 2015-2016 school
year.
Currently, the freshmen
and sophomore classes are required to have iPads, juniors
shift from required iPads
to a bring your own device
(BYOD) policy. The senior
class is the last SLUH class to
be device free.
“The main reason that
I chose a laptop over an iPad
was because the main use of
technology by my teachers
sophomore year was for typing. I also chose a laptop for
its greater memory purposes,”
said junior Barclay Dale.
Much of the attitude toward devices use at SLUH is
photo | Mr. Andrea Nunziante conflicted, with many stuA student using his iPad in Chinese class.
dents believing in the extra

capabilities and convenience
of the technology, but also
recognizing the added distraction and risk of personal
disconnection.
“Some of the capabilities
it has can be beneficial, like
for note-taking and turning
in assignments, but I think
it’s more of a distraction,” said
sophomore Will Gerard. “The
teachers don’t let us use them
as much as they did last year
because they know we will be
distracted.”
Because of the potential
for chances to distract students, many teachers have
been asking their students to
keep their iPads away until
they are permitted to be used,
and in some cases they are
never allowed to be used.
“This year all of our
teachers said to keep them under our desks unless they tell
us (to use them), but at home

it is a distraction for sure,” said
sophomore Reid Horton.
“I really haven’t used
technology in classes at all
this year,” said junior Kevin
Murati.
Within the next week,
survey about technology use
inside and outside of SLUH
will be sent out to teachers,
students, and parents. The
survey will be sent out by the
Device Evaluation Committee
in order to gather data on how
students and teachers are using the devices in and out of
the classroom and the overall
attitude towards the program.
The Advisory Committee of
Student Affairs, comprised of
students, faculty, and parents,
also to discussed the issue of
technology last week.
“The feedback we got
overwhelmingly in my meeting last week is that it’s more
of a distraction. Some teach-

ers are using it well, so I don’t
want to say that’s the case. So,
as a school, we need to answer
the question, ‘How do we get
our teachers better equipped
to use this technology in a way
that’s going to help students in
the classroom?’” said Assistant Principal for Student Life
Brock Kesterson.
The student opinion on
the iPad mainly comes from
the extent to which they are
used in classes.
“I use my iPad in five
out of my seven classes. My
teachers are either very much
for the iPad or are very much
against it,” said freshman
Mike Kreienkamp.
“In the classroom I don’t
think we use them enough to
be efficient,” said sophomore
Gabe Lepak.
Students also agree that
iPads are used a lot more by

continued on page 11
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Benefactor helps band program Open house ping pong frenzy
in honor of mother, father
sparks all-school tournament
BY Matthew
STAFF

Quinlan

O

Moore’s daughter, and that
she was responsible for the
donations.
From there, the relationship between the band program and Matecki only grew
stronger.
“Over the course of the
next few years, (Matecki)
started by saying that she
thought she inherited some
money from her mother and
she really wanted to enhance
her donation,” said Pottinger.
“I can’t remember the amount
she gave at first, but it was
somewhere around $10,000,
and it was a surprise.”
As Matecki continued to

donate, the $45,000 milestone
was finally reached this past
Sunday, as Matecki presented
Pottinger with another donation, this one of $2,900, at the
Christmas Concert.
This money has allowed
the band program to purchase
many more of the instruments
that they have needed, especially used ones for beginners.
“To know that my parents are being honored every
time someone picks up an instrument is such a good feeling,” said Matecki. “To see the
pride and joy in (their) faces is
such a good feeling.”

ver the past two years,
Kathleen Matecki has
been generously giving to
the St. Louis U. High Band
Program, and just recently
reached the $45,000 milestone in total donations.
Matecki was spurred to
donate not only by the death
of her mother in February of
2015, but also by her father’s
involvement with music.
“He was a jazz drummer who played at clubs in
the Delmar Loop, St. Charles,
and downtown St. Louis,” said
Matecki. “He was also a member of the Musicians Union
and would go out on union
jobs for wedding receptions
and other gigs.”
These donations have
proved to be monumentally
helpful, as band instructor Jeff
Pottinger was trying to pay for
scholarships for students who
went on the band trip to New
York in 2015.
“It was like a gift from
God,” said Pottinger. “We did
a lot on that trip and crammed
in so much in four days you
wouldn’t believe it, and it was
expensive because of that.”
Pottinger actually ended
up meeting Matecki at Cashbah that year, as she introMs. Kathleen Matecki with her memento of appreciation from
duced herself to him and exthe band at the Jazz Concert last Wednesday.
plained that she was Virginia
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

Junior Sam Lockwood playing in the first round of the ping pong tournament.
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BY Ben Klevorn
REPORTER

B

ecause the ping pong
table was so popular at
Open House, Chinese teacher
Yude Huang decided to host
the first ping pong tournament at SLUH in five years.
Nearly
40
students
signed up to participate in the
tournament, which started
this past Monday. It was a
double elimination tournament, allowing students to
play at least two games.
The consolation bracket
champion was determined
at activity period yesterday,
but the grand champion will
be crowned today, at activity

period in the rec room. Either
the top five or eight will be invited to play against De Smet
in a championship match.
“We have to send the best
students, not just the bestranked students, to represent
our school and play against
another school,” said Huang.
Students are playing for
not only bragging rights, but
also a gift certificate for a Chinese buffet that goes to the
first and second place finishers.
As expected, the tournament has been popular among
the students, and Huang is often asked if another tournament will be held. There could

be a twist, though.
“I was asked by STUCO
members if we could have
another tournament during
Mission Week among the
teachers and students,” said
Huang.
Despite being a school
tournament, the level of competition is very intense.
“When we do the competitions, everyone will be
getting serious because they
want to be recognized as the
best, so that’s why we have the
tournament,” said Huang.
A ping pong tournament
was last hosted five years ago,
by former Spanish teacher
Greg Bantle.

Chorus/dance concert rocks F.
Joseph Schulte Theatre on Sunday Chess continues undefeated
James Pollard
with the zero hour choir per- Through the Decades,” with season with victory at Vianney
BY
REPORTER

A

s you went about your
weekly routine this
Christmas season, you may
have asked yourself: Where
was the annual all-school Fine
Arts concert during activity
period this week?
We know it is a busy time
of year for both students and
teachers, so the Fine Arts
teachers decided we would
have the all-school Fine Arts
concert every other year,” said
dance teacher Simonie Anzalone. “That way we would not
disrupt everyone’s schedules,
and it would make the event a
little more special.”
There was still an opportunity to see a holiday concert, as the dance and choir
ensembles put on a Christmas
concert in the Schulte Theatre last Sunday. The choir
ensembles went first, opening
with an epic arrangement of
“O Come All Ye Faithful.” The
concert featured several nontraditional
arrangements,

forming “A La Nanita,” and a
rendition of the ancient chant
“Gaudete” with some groovy
percussion performed by varsity chorus.
“We were able to collaborate with the percussionists,
and it’s really great to bring
in members of our band as
well,” said choir teacher Addie
Akin. “I feel like the audience
likes those types of songs. It’s
always good to have one piece
like ‘Gaudete’ with drums to
engage the audience.”
“The percussion made
me want to dance around,”
said Nerinx Hall senior and
audience member Hannah
Clemens.
“We put together a lot of
really difficult music, and in
the end created a really nice,
coherent sound,” said junior
and varsity chorus member
Matt Rauschenbach.
After a brief intermission, the dancers took the
stage. The theme of the
dance concert was “Dancing

songs ranging from Elvis
Presley’s “Jailhouse Rock” to
the Backstreet Boys’ “I Want
It That Way.” The concert
also featured several student
choreographed pieces. In between dances, the Circus Club
performed.
Because Anzalone is
pregnant and has been on restricted movement, her sister
has assisted in teaching the
dance class for most of the
first semester.
“It was exciting for us
because we haven’t been together that much since high
school,” said Anzalone. “It
was fun to bounce ideas off of
each other.”
The technical theatre
department did a wonderful
job as well, with senior Zach
Brock working the sound and
sophomore Liam John working the lights. Next quarter
SLUH’s varsity chorus will be
working with Nerinx Hall’s
choir on several pieces.

artwork | Ian Mulvihill and Liam Connolly
BY Liam Connolly
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Members of the dance team during a rehersal for the performance.

he St. Louis U. High chess
team took on St. John
Vianney’s second team in an
away match on Wednesday.
They won the pivotal match
over Vianney 19-11, with varsity captain senior Will Kelly
winning board team one,
sophomore Paul Gillam winning board two, and upcoming star freshman Branden
May winning board five.
“I didn’t know what to
expect at first because Vianney is a perennial powerphoto | Mrs. Kathy Chott house. For the past 25 years

they’ve been at the top of the
heap,” said varsity coach and
Latin teacher Rich “Chesswein” Esswein.
Kelly, who almost always
plays board one—the board
worth the most points—felt
under the weather that day,
but managed to pull through
for his game.
“I was pretty sleep-deprived but I balanced that out
with nutrition and hydration,”
said Kelly.
Despite freshman Thomas Reilly and senior Jacob Safarian losing on boards three
and four, Esswein and Kelly

were pleased with their performances.
“Thomas played board
three and lost a very close
game that was a very tight
match. It was a lot of fun to
watch and a very instructive
game,” said Esswein.
Since the beginning of
the season, support for the
club has grown both in numbers and in variety of grade
level, and this was evident
during the match on Wednesday. Players showed their dedication to the team by dressing in formal attire for the
school day, in the same way
that other sports teams do on
game days.
“The coolest thing was
that we had four JV guys who
showed up and wanted to
travel with us so they could
play some of Vianney’s other
guys for fun,” said Kelly.
Junior Will Schmitt,
sophomores Ben Kleffner
and John Marx, and freshman Garrett Seal played recreational games with Vianney
students. All but Marx lost
their games, but according
to Kelly, it was good for the
players to practice outside of
SLUH.
“It’s a very strong program that Vianney has, and
they can grow chess players
just like weeds and they’ve
practically got them coming
out of their ears,” said Esswein. “Hats off to the fellas
who got the jobs done on the
high boards.”
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Candidates meet with students, faculty, Board members for principal job
(continued from page 1)

that many students mentioned as a strength of his for
the principal position, as he
knows many of them and has
great connections within the
school itself. He knows the
school well, as he put it.
“I guess it was a very affirming experience for me
in a bunch of different ways,
just about the school and how
much the school means to
me and the passion that all
of the different constituents
of the school have—that was
very evident throughout the
day. People really care about
this place, and I certainly care
about this place, which is part
of the reason I’m interested
in the position,” Kesterson
said about his interviews with
students and faculty at SLUH
for the position. “It was a really inspiring day. In the end,
also, it was a very grueling
day; it was a long day, and I
was exhausted by the end. I
think that’s part of it—is understanding the importance
of this place to all the different
constituents and being able to
talk about this school in such
an open and honest and intense way. It took a lot out of
me at the end of the day, but it
was a lot of fun.”
Kesterson sees the many
activities at school that are going on as an inspiration, as his
involvement in the school and
the variety of roles he has held
have prepared him for this position.
“Being a servant leader of
the school, I can continue to

build those relationships and
continue to get the best out of
people and push them to do
great things, and that’s what
people want,” said Kesterson.
“People want to be motivated,
they want to grow, they want

I think of it as a
discernment and
a process where
we’re trying to be
collaborative and
get input.
—David Laughlin
to get the best out of themselves, they want to get the
best out of the students. That’s
why we’re here. That’s our
mission: it’s building Christ’s
kingdom.”
Kesterson, though, also
focuses on the issues that
SLUH has and how it can
learn from mistakes. Leading
the Advisory Committee for
Student Affairs (ACSA) is just
one example of his commitment to honest conversation
about SLUH concerning topics like 1:1 technology, scheduling, and the curriculum.
“SLUH is a wonderful place, but it can still grow
and we can still grow and it
can still be better, and that’s
what I’m looking forward to, a
chance to make it an even better place,” Kesterson said.
The Rev. Ian Gibbons,
S.J., is originally from St.
Louis. He currently serves as

Students weigh in on
use of iPads in the
classroom
(continued from page 9)

underclassmen than they are
by upperclassmen.
“Although I don’t use
very much technology in my
classes this year, I really liked
the iPad last year,” said junior
Leonard Kim.
The iPad is used a fair
amount by freshmen and
sophomores in foreign language, biology, chemistry, and
some art classes.
“We use it pretty much
every day in Chinese to help
practice reading and writing,”
said sophomore Sam Nieder.
“We use the iPad in
chamber orchestra for recording and sending them to Mr.
Pottinger so he can grade us,”
said Kreienkamp.
While there is a conflicted overall view on iPads, most

students believe that it has to
be changed in some way.
“If it is going to be mandatory, I believe that they
should make more teachers
use it,” said junior Tom Munsell.
“If there is a solution I
don’t know what it is. Working
towards that solution is what
the goal should end up being. As they stand right now,
I’m not a huge fan,” said Gabe
Lepak.
The Device Evaluation
Committee plans to compile
the results from the surveys
sent out to students yesterday, and to survey teachers
and parents, in order to find
a solution for the technology
issue that works best for both
students and faculty.

an assistant principal at Regis
High School in New York City
and is a Jesuit of the Central
and Southern Province.
“I have such a great respect for the school and for
Mr. Laughlin and for so many
of the great things that are
being done, and it is a very
similar school academically
and admissions to Regis,” said
Gibbons.
Gibbons has taught,
worked on and led service and
pastoral programs, student
services, and development,
and is currently the academic
and faculty dean (as assistant
principal) at Regis. He thinks
his next step would be to be a
principal.
“It was an inspiring day
to see the level of engagement
with so many critical areas of
what we do,” Gibbons said. “It
reminds me of why I chose to
be a Jesuit in secondary education and it also inspires me
to really double down in the
great things we do at Regis
and all of our schools.”
Besides Regis, Gibbons
has also worked at Rockhurst
High School in Kansas City,
Regis High School in Denver,
Strake Jesuit College Prep in
Houston, and Fényi Gyula Jesuit High School in Miskolc,
Hungary.
At Regis, the administration is currently conducting a
“curriculum review,” as Gibbons put it, and he sees an opportunity at SLUH to look at
SLUH’s schedule details and
curriculum.
“It’s tremendous to be a

part of making the formation
of plans of St. Ignatius coming to fruition and see that
lived out in the faculty, in the
students, in the alumni, and
these conversations really revealed how SLU High is not
only doing these things but
more importantly is greatly
concerned about how to guarantee and improve its way of
doing those things into the future,” Gibbons said.
The last Jesuit principal at
SLUH was the Rev. Leo Dressel, S.J., whose tenure ended in
1983.
Gibbons sees himself
as “hoping to challenge SLU
High—there are other ways to
pursue things, there are ways
of framing questions about
what we are doing, what we
could be doing, that I think
would be invaluable for SLU
High.”
The third candidate was
not available for comment for
this article; he currently serves
as the principal of a Catholic
high school in the St. Louis
area and has worked in Catholic schools for years.
“We have a candidate
who is a principal at a Catholic high school and has been
assistant principal at another
Catholic high school, so he’s
got experience in that regard,
and has experience, personally, in Jesuit education,” Laughlin said.
The three candidates
were interviewed at SLUH
over four separate days: Nov.
29 and 30 and Dec. 12 and 14.
On those days, the principal
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candidates met with multiple
faculty and Board of Trustee
members along with a student
panel (those who were free
during fifth period).
“It’s just a really cool experience that we get to see
who’s potentially running our
school,” said senior Jack Bailey.
Assistant to the President Kim Walsh set up these
meetings with the students,
which took place in the Ignatian Conference Room; the
students were the primary
creative force behind the
questions asked, with some
ranging from the professional—“Why do you want to be
SLUH’s principal?”—to the
personal—“Give yourself a
compliment sandwich; talk
about a strength, a weakness,
and then another strength.”
“The way they perceived
themselves—that was really,
really cool to see,” said senior
Sam Bott.
According to Laughlin,
“the days kind of went seamlessly” when it came to scheduling and meeting with the
candidates on all fronts.
In order to direct the
process, Laughlin is heading a
search and steering committee
that is made up of members
of the SLUH faculty and the
Board. The field of candidates
narrowed from around 20 to
now three after this committee sifted through résumés
and applications and set up
pre-screening interviews with
the candidates.
Currently, the commit-

tee is reviewing written feedback from students, parents,
faculty, administrators, and
Board members after multiple
interviews. It will update and
help Laughlin while working
through the final decision for
the “best person to do this
job,” as he said.
“I think of it as a discernment and a process where
we’re trying to be collaborative and get input. The principal’s position is a very public position and it has lots of
different thoughts on what it
should contain,” said Laughlin. “No one person can ever
meet up to that, I think, but
we’ll take that input and then
we’ll try to ascertain—are
there next steps we need to
take with these candidates?
If not, is there a decision that
can be made with these candidates? I won’t know that until we have a genuine process
to take a look at everybody’s
feedback and work with the
steering committee to help me
discern that.”
The next
principal will also come in
during the school year when
the bicentennial celebration
of St. Louis U. High’s founding
is starting—in January 2018.
It’s a “unique place to start,”
Laughlin said. SLUH will be
the second Jesuit school in the
United States to be celebrating its bicentennial anniversary, after Georgetown Prep in
1789.
“I feel like the process is
moving itself well,” Laughlin
said.

improvised solos from students as well. Toward the end
of the night, the SLUH band
program recognized Mrs.
Kathleen Matecki for her generous donations to the music
department, and presented
her with an award that included a group picture of the
jazz band students.

man High School, and junior
Joe Hartung made All-State
Jazz Band. He was recognized
as the second best trombone
player in Missouri. The AllState concert will be held in
January.

Around the Hallways
Father-son bowling

Twenty-five students and their
fathers bowled at Olivette
Lanes for Father-Son Bowling on Sunday. The father-son
duos were divided up into
teams competing for prizes
such as SLUH hoodies, shirts,
and other clothing items. The
teams played three different
games: regular bowl, shotgun
bowl, and steal bowl to compete for the prizes.

Science Club Speaker

the first event, the team practices three times a week, and
is still in need of a couple of
positions for the trials. Their
case is about the death of a
racquetball player named Dan
Whitley, whose former agent
Payton Reed is the prime suspect and was charged with
first degree murder.

Blue banners
from chapel

moved

Students may have noticed
the rearrangement of the blue
banners that once hung in the
chapel. As the Jubilee Year of
Mercy ended on the feast of
Christ the King, Nov. 20, the
five blue banners were removed from the chapel and
placed throughout the school.
The Pope Francis banner that
reads “Mercy is the heart of
God” was placed on the west
wall of the Commons. The
four other banners cover the
walls in the center staircases
of the Backer Memorial. Each
side lists the seven Corporal
or Spiritual works of mercy.

On Tuesday Dec. 6, the Science Club invited SLUH alum
Trey Suntrup to video chat
with club members during
activity period. Suntrup spoke
to the audience about his life
after graduating from SLUH,
majoring in physics and English at college, the physics research he has participated in,
and life in Silicon Valley. He
also distinguished research
science from commercial science and a physics degree
from an engineering degree.
Following his presentation,
he opened up to a Q&A poll
from the audience.
Jazz Concert
The SLUH jazz concert was
Mock Trial prepares for held last night in the theater
first court case
at 7 p.m. The Jazz 1 and Jazz 2
Murder! Mock Trial modera- bands performed, along with
tor Anne-Marie Lodholz and the Lab Band and Jazz Comthe Mock Trial team have bos. The bands played several
started preparing for their up- Christmas songs throughout
coming cases. The team has the night, including “Christscrimmaged against Cor Jesu, mas Time is Here”, “Child is
but the first scheduled event Born”, and “O Tannenbaum”.
Students using their iPads in the library.
photo | Patrick Enderle ’16 is on Jan. 19. Anticipating Each performance featured

Bandbills named to AllState Orchestra

Several SLUH students qualified for All-State Band after
auditioning for All-Districts.
Out of ten districts in Missouri, five SLUH students
were chosen to audition for
All-State Jazz Band, and seven
for Concert Band. They auditioned in Columbia at Hick-

All-State Choir

The All-State choir auditions
were held in November, selecting the top 20 choir members in Missouri. Two SLUH
students were eligible to audition for All-State, and junior
Sam Pottinger was selected as
one of four basses.
—Compiled by Brian Tretter,
Jack Schweizer, Mike Rueckert, Frank Barbieri, and Nick
Shelton
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Christmas Décor at St. Louis U. High

December 16, 2016

Friday, December 16

Regular Schedule
Adopt-a-Family after school Delivery
AP
NIE Second Quarter Meeting
Teacher Karaoke
Snack—Chicken Bites
Lunch Special—Nacho Bar
Vegetarian—Pasta
4:00pm Music Auditions
4:00pm C-team blue Basketball @ Vianney
5:30pm B-team Basketball @Vianney
7:00pm V Basketball @ Vianney
9:45pm V Hockey vs. Chaminade

Saturday, December 17
photo 2

Faculty Christmas Party
6:30pm V Basketball @ Jonesboro, AR

Sunday, December 18

7:55pm JV Hockey vs. Vianney/Gold

Monday, December 19

Exam Schedule

First Semester Exams
8:00am Science Exams
8:15am Advent Adoration
9:45am Math Exams

photo 1

Tuesday, December 20

Exam Schedule

8:00am Language Exams
8:15am Advent Adoration
9:45am English Exams

Wednesday, December 21

Exam Schedule

8:00am Theology Exams
8:15am Advent Adoration
9:45am History Exams
11:30am Christmas Eve Choir Rehersal
12:30pm Junior Pastoral Team Retreat

photo 3

Thursday, December 22 No Classes—Make Up Exams

photo 4

Christmas Break
3:00pm C-team white basketball vs. De Smet
4:30pm C-team blue Basketball vs. De Smet
6:00pm B-team Basketball vs. De Smet
7:30pm V Basketball vs. De Smet @ SLUH

Saturday, December 24

No Classes

9:30pm Christmas Eve Prelude Music
10:00pm Christmas Eve Mass

photo 5

Sunday, December 25

No Classes

Christmas Day

Monday, December 26

photo 7

photo 8

photo 6

No Classes
10:00am C-team white Basketball vs. Cardinal Ritter
2:30pm C-team blue Basketball vs. St. Mary’s
Tuesday, December 27
No Classes
CC Coaches vs. Cancer Basketball Tournament
C-team Cardinal Ritter Basketball Tournament
Friday, December 30
No Classes
9:45pm V Hockey vs. Lindbergh

Sunday, January 1

8:30pm V Hockey vs. CBC

Tuesday, January 3

photo 10
photo 9

photo 1 | Christmas tree in the Danis Lobby
photo 2 | Manger outside the Field House
photo 3 | Fence by the upper field
photo 4 | Santa watching over the art gallery
photo 5 | Angel Gabriel and Mary in the front office

Regular Schedule

Senior Project Begins
3:00pm V1 Raquetball vs. Lindbergh
5:00pm JV/V Wrestling vs. MICDS/Ritenour
5:00pm C-team white Basketball vs. CBC @ Ritenour
6:30pm C-team blue Basketball vs. CBC @ Ritenour
9:15pm JV Hockey vs. Kirkwood

Wednesday, January 4

photo 6 | Paper rings hang in the library
photo 7 | Wreath hanging on a lamp by St. Louis statue Thursday, January 5
photo 8 | Book tree stands tall in the Library
Instructional Council Retreat
photo 9 | Model church in the Library
9:39am Confession
photo 10 | Have a Netherlands Christmas

Regular Schedule

10:00am Grades Due

photos | Brendan Voigt

Art gallery exhibits a glimpse into teachers’ childhood

Regular Schedule

6:00pm C/JV/V Wrestling vs. CBC @ SLUH

Friday, January 6

Regular Schedule

JV/V Wrestling tournament
AP
Junior Scheduling Meeting
4:00pm C-team blue Basketball @ De Smet
5:30pm B-team Basketball @ De Smet
7:00pm V Basketball @ De Smet
9:45pm V Hockey vs. De Smet

calendar | Jack Schweizer

Above: Tracy Lyons’ and Connie Leinauer’s childhood dolls. Right: Don Steingruby’s childhood Star Wars collection.
The second annual faculty and staff Christmas art exhibit is intended to bring about some of those warm, fuzzy feelings from
childhood Christmases past. Faculty and staff were encouraged to bring in treasured toys or gifts that they had received during their childhood or a photo of them with their gift. The Art Department put together the exhibit and asked each person to
write a small statement or memory about their much-loved gift. All in all, the exhibit was made to achieve a sense of connectedness within the SLUH community—whether it’s a sparked discussion between faculty members reminiscing about their
Star Wars collectibles and electric train sets, or students being able to relate a bit more to the human—and once younger—
photo | Brendan Voigt
side of their teachers.
—compiled by Jake Hennes

artwork | Liam Connolly

