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Laughlin to leave in July 2018, will Rev. Ian Gibbons, S.J., chosen as
become president of Rockhurst
SLUH principal for 2017-18 school
BY Samuel J. Chechik
EDITOR IN CHIEF

P

resident David Laughlin, who has served as
SLUH’s president for over 11
years thus far, will be stepping
down in July of 2018 to be-

come the president of Rockhurst High School in Kansas
City, Mo., where he served as
principal from 2000 to 2005.
“I love St. Louis U. High.
I will have been here 13 years,
and if you look at this great

place and all it’s achieved over BY Samuel J. Chechik
EDITOR IN CHIEF
time, that kind of longevity is
something that I’ve been realhe Rev. Ian Gibbons,
ly fortunate to be a part of, but
S.J., was named St. Louis
it’s a little atypical, and I think U. High’s 20th principal on
the opportunity exists for the Wednesday afternoon. Gibcontinued on page 5 bons is the current assis-

T

18 Jr. Bills trek to Colorado for a
post-Christmas skiing ‘bananza’
BY Matthew Book
Features Editor		

W

hile most people were
in bed recovering from
the events of Christmas in the
wee hours of Monday, Dec.
26, 18 SLUH students were

awake and on the move to
catch a 5:30 a.m. flight bound
for Denver to participate in
the Outdoor Adventure Club’s
annual winter break ski trip.
Dubbed “Ski Doods,”
these 18 students consisted
of seniors Jack Bailey, Nick

Baumer, Matthew Book,
Christian Boxdorfer, PJ Cox,
Matt Grady, Patrick Howley,
Kyle Irvine, Jack Kelly, Adam
Kleffner, Joe Knapp, Mike
Megown, Jack Miner, Joe
Schwartz, Mitch Stephens,

tant principal of Regis High
School in New York and will
start on July 1 of this year.
After being called into
the Robinson Library for a
special meeting, the faculty
and staff also heard that Pres-

BY Luke Wilmes
reporter			

continued on page 2
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News

Robotics gears up
The Robotics Club gets ready for
the FIRST competition and plans
for a season of success. Peek in
on what they are doing to ready
themselves. Page 2
News

Senior Project Spotlights
As seniors start at their service
projects this week we spotlight
©2017 St. Louis University High three different project sites and
School Prep News. No material may what students are doing there.
be reprinted without the permission
Page 3
of the editors and moderator.

ravelling nearly 1000 miles northwest into
freezing temperatures, junior Jake Johnson
took off school for an entire week to protest
the installment of the Dakota Access Pipeline
at Standing Rock, North Dakota in November.
The Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) has
been a controversial environmental issue for
the past year. The oil company Energy Transfer Partners has been attempting to build an

Features

SLUH student protests DAPL
Hear about junior Jake Johnson’s
journey to Standing Rock, ND to
protest the controversial Dakota
Access Pipeline. Page 4
Sports

continued on page 5

Johnson travels to
Seven
Standing Rock
students from
Nanjing join
student body

A Native American sculpture.

The Outdoor Adventure Club on the hills and rocking banana outfits.

ident David Laughlin would
leave SLUH in July of 2018
to become the president of
Rockhurst High School.
The principal search
committee—headed
by

Stick ’n Puck
The SLUH varsity hockey team
racked up three wins over opponents Chaminade, Lindbergh,
and CBC during the break to
bring the team’s season record
to 13-1. Get inside the action of
these three exciting wins. Page 6

continued on page 4

or 20 years, students from Nanjing,
China have spent a semester at SLUH
in the hopes of experiencing American
culture and education. This year, SLUH
hosts seven exchange students, the highest
number the program has ever seen, as it
enters its third decade.
Dr. Ching-Ling Tai, a former Chinese
teacher at SLUH, started the exchange program in 1997, and it has grown since.
“I hope that the Nanjing foreign students can mingle with the SLUH students
and not only share their academic excellence with our students but also involve
themselves in truly learning American culture,” said Tai.
In past years, only three or four stu-

Features

Resolutions at SLUH
Reporter Riley McEnery compiles unique New Year’s resolutions from students and faculty
at SLUH and explores why they
were chosen. Page 7
Sports

Wrasslin’
The wrestling team had a strong
start to its post-break season by
securing wins over MICDS and
Ritenour in a tri-meet. Check out
behind the scenes stuff the team
does to stay dominant on the
mats. Page 5

continued on page 8
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Jr. Bills ski Beaver Creek, Vail, Breckenridge, and Keystone
Prep News
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OAC making moves at 12,840 feet, highest ski lift in North America.
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(continued from page 1)

and Brandon Trusler as well
as juniors Peter Kickham and
Andrew Schwartz. They were
accompanied by OAC moderator Patrick Zarrick and
parental chaperone Michael
Megown, father of Mike.
After touching down in
Denver, the group killed some
time thoroughly perusing a
very interesting nature photography gallery and investigating some of the conspiracy
theories surrounding the
Denver airport while Zarrick
and Mr. Megown got the rental vans. While no definitive
conclusion was reached, some
solid progress was made.
A roughly two-hour
drive brought the group to
its lodging for the trip: Peri &
Ed’s Mountain Hideaway in
the town of Leadville. While
Peri & Ed’s normally functions as a bed and breakfast,
the group rented out the
whole place for themselves,
sans the breakfast part. This
made for cozy accommodations that comfortably slept
everyone and provided gorgeous views and fairly short
drives to all the resorts that
were visited.

After a good night’s rest
on the first evening the boys
decided to hit Keystone the
first day. The crew first picked
up four-day Epic passes, a
$450 pass that allows for four
days of skiing at any combination of a number of different mountains, a cheaper
and easier alternative to buying a lift ticket at every hill
each day. With the exception
of Schwartz, all tags worked
great.
Perfect weather greeted
the Doods on Keystone’s
slopes: mid to upper twenties
and sunny skies. Probably the
most technically challenging
of the four resorts that were
skied, it proved to be a good
first day to knock the rust off
of the Ski Doods. Everyone
on the trip had previously
been skiing except Boxdorfer,
who spent his first day in ski
school so that he could learn
the basics.
“It was interesting not
even knowing how to ski on
my way to Colorado,” said
Boxdorfer. “Learning the
basics was pretty easy, but I
struggled on the second day
when I found myself stumbling down the blue runs. By

the fourth day, I was shredding the same runs I struggled with at the beginning of
the trip.”
That night, everyone decided that they wanted to go
out to eat. After being kicked
out of the Silver Dollar Saloon
due to a misunderstanding of
how and when the local pubs
served food, the group found
themselves next door at an
odd French themed restaurant called La Resistance. It
turned out to be an absolute
gem and everyone loved their
unique but delicious mountain-sized sandwiches as well
as the vibrant personality of
the sole waiter (and possibly
chef) on staff. With everyone
fueled up, they headed home
to watch some Netflix and
check the snow conditions
before hitting the hay.
On the second morning,
routines started to form: wake
up, wolf down some cereal,
decide where to go that day,
get dressed, and pile into the
vans. On this second day the
vans headed to Beaver Creek.
While Beaver was much
larger and more upscale than
Keystone, it did not win many
hearts, in part due to uncoop-

erative weather. Cloudy skies
made for a dreary day and
poor visibility and high winds
meant that several upper lifts
were closed, greatly limiting
where people were able to go
on the mountain. Regardless,
there was still plenty of pow to
shred and a challenging double black diamond through
a section of woods provided
plenty of entertainment and
challenges for quite a few
Doods. There were numerous
wipeouts.
The second day was also
notable because it was then
that the Doods decided to
break out a little surprise that
they packed along. Thirteen
members donned banana
suits and skied with them on
for most of the morning. It
was rare to go even one minute without hearing someone
shout “bananas!”
A hard day on the slopes
meant another beefy meal.
This night the Jr. Bills headed
to Tennessee Pat’s, a restaurant that served just about
anything concerning meat.
Popular orders included bison
burgers covered in all manner
of fried things, including eggs,
and stuffed pork chops. After
the second rave review meal
in Leadville, the boys headed
back home for some more
Super Strikers and weather
checking.
Even out in the wild west,
Jr. Bills do not stop pursuing
education; soon Bob Ross
was queued up on Netflix and
everyone was learning the
finer points of painting a farm
scene in winter.
Because much of Vail
had been closed due to high
winds on Wednesday, it was
decided that this would be the
destination on Thursday, the
third day. Once again the Skibills were blessed with incredible weather. There was hardly
a cloud in the sky all day and
temperatures were right in
the skiing sweet spot. Vail is

a massive resort; one could
spend an entire week skiing
Vail and only touch half of
the available runs. Despite the
immense number of options
offered, most guys headed to
the backside of the mountain
to ski some of the famous
Back Bowls.
One of Kleffner’s favorite parts of the trip was just
taking in the beautiful scenery at Vail. The sight of acres
and acres of open powder on
the backside was certainly
incredible. It was also a great
day for one of the Doods’ favorite pastimes: skiing runs
where the term “trail” applied
loosely.
“We spent tons of time
just whipping through the
trees,” said Miner. “We also
had a great group of guys
which made the trip amazing.”
“Discovering all the different trails on the slopes with
a bunch of friends was easily
my favorite part,” said Baumer. “I think Vail offered one
of the best chances to do that.”
After a nearly perfect day
shredding some of the best
runs on the continent the guys
headed home and decided to
just order pizza and catch up
on Super Strikers and more
episodes of The Office.
The fourth day started
much as all the others before
it, except this morning would
hold the last few hours that
the dudes spent in Peri & Ed’s.
After miraculously cramming all the luggage and snow
equipment into the two vans,
the crew headed for the final
mountain: Breckenridge.
Bigger than Keystone but
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not as posh as Beaver Creek
or Vail, once you got up high
Breck offered some of the best
skiing of the trip. A very wide
mountain with several peaks,
there was plenty of room to
spread out and keep away
from the crowds.
A popular destination
was Peak 8, where the highest lift in North America, the
Imperial Express SuperChair,
carried Doods up to 12,840 ft
with nothing below them but
double black diamonds and
plenty of lightly skied powder.
Lots of interesting and challenging runs near and below
peak 8 offered hours of great
skiing and bumped Breck to
favorite resort of the trip for a
few Doods.
After finishing up the
day on the mountain and taking the final runs of the trip,
everyone was at least a little
disappointed that the trip had
to come to an end.
“I think my favorite part
of the ski trip was not only
spending time with some
great guys, but also having
the ability to snowboard four
different resorts in four days,”
said Howley.
While there were many
other great parts of this trip
and other stories to be told,
one Ski Dood really summed
up just what ingredients made
this trip such a success.
“There’s a lot of things a
man could ask for in his life,
but I only need three: fresh
powder, good friends, and Mr.
Zarrick,” said Irvine. “Luckily
for me the ski trip offered all
of this and it turned out to be
an absolute blast.”

NHS teacher karaoke brings in $4,100 for
Children’s Miracle Network
BY Thomas
REPORTER

O

Curdt

n Friday, Dec. 16, the
National Honor Society
hosted their annual Teacher
Karaoke before Christmas to
raise money for the Children’s
Miracle Network (CMN).
The event was wildly
popular this year, featuring
English teacher Adam Cruz
and Theology teacher Danielle Harrison, the ASC guys
(plus science teacher Bradley Mueller), and many more
teachers. However, no teacher
could go high enough to beat
the formidable combination
of math teacher Dan Schuler
and fellow math teacher Tracy
Lyons, who won with their
rousing rendition of “Ain’t No
Mountain High Enough.”
The event, along with the
optional dress down, was beyond successful, raising over
$4,100 for Children’s Miracle
Network.
Senior Zach Brock connected the NHS with the
CMN, a group he has become
familiar with, having received

numerous cancer treatments
in the last 14 years.
“Every dollar CMNSTL
raises in a 12 month period
is split evenly between Saint
Louis Children’s Hospital and
SSM Cardinal Glennon,” said
Brock. “Whether it is to renovate facilities, expand certain
areas of the hospital’s, cancer
research, (or) toys for patients
… these funds not only allow
the hospital to improve the
the quality of their hospitals
and the amount of people
they can help, but allow them
to not turn any patient away
due to their ability to pay.”
Brock was diagnosed
with stage four rhabdomyosarcoma at age 4 in 2002. He
and his family were elected
into the Children’s Miracle
Network in 2005, helping
him receive the treatments
he needed to eventually win
three bouts with cancer.
“This is a big part of why
I give back, considering my
medical bills over the last 14
years are easily over three million dollars,” he said.

Along with SLUH’s karaoke, the CMN also does dance
marathons, radiothons, and
has national sponsors such as
Walmart and Sam’s Club.
“CMN prides themselves
on what’s called grassroots
fundraising,” said Brock,
“They don’t depend on single
large donations, but a community of people donating
one dollar at a time to improve their own community.”
Brock hopes SLUH can
increase their impact on the
CMN even after he has left for
college.

“I would love to organize a larger event with more
schools as well. I think this
has the potential to grow into
something really big, and I
don’t want that potential to
dissipate just because I am no
longer a student at SLUH,” he
said.
For anyone interested in
serving the CMN outside of
SLUH, students can visit their
local CMN center or look into
Dance Marathons at their
universities to see how they
can help.

Engish teacher Ryan McAnany singing in
the NHS teacher karaoke.
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RoboBills prep for 2017
Competition Season
BY Matt Dorsey and
Daniel Dewan

REPORTERS		

T

he SLUH Robotics Club
is gearing up for a year
of building, testing, and
competing.
The club will be participating this winter in a
program called FIRST (For
Inspiration and Recognition
of Science and Technology).
The SLUH team is competing in the 2017 FIRST Robotics Competition Season,
a six-week long project to
build and program robots
which will compete in tasks
and contests against the entries of other teams.
“Three years ago it
was a basketball and soccer competition. Two years
ago the robot had to stack

boxes. Last year, we had to
shoot a basketball through a
hoop. It’s usually some sort
of sports game with a twist,”
said senior Daniel Wagner,
president of the SLUH Robotics Club.
In past years, the Robotics Club has built a
120-pound robot that is able
to compete in sports-related
games. However, each year’s
robotics competition has different tasks, so the RoboBills
are working hard to create a
new innovative design.
“For the past two
months, I have been pre-ordering equipment along with
the rest of the team, to be
more prepared than we have
been in previous seasons,”
said Wagner.

continued on page 3
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Senior Project Spotlights
Delmar Gardens
BY Ben Klevorn
REPORTER

S

eniors Cole Piening, Collin Taaffe, and Casey
Taulbee will spend their Senior Project at Delmar Gardens this January.
Delmar Gardens is a
retirement home that offers
assisted living, retirement,
rehabilitation, and hospice
care to over 4000 seniors
throughout the Midwest region.
“I’ll be helping with the
elderly by playing games
with them and doing whatever they need me to do,”
said Piening.
More specifically, the
SLUH students will be wheeling elderly folks from room
to room, playing games with
them, and bringing energy
to the complex. On Wednesday, they helped set up for a

country band, encouraging
the residents to clap and enjoy listening to the band.
The seniors also spend
time in conversation with
the residents.
“I’ve actually talked
with a couple of alumni from
SLUH. Today, we talked with
an alum from 1949 who told
us the origin of why we’re
called the U. High,” said Piening.
A handful of elderly
people asked how the seniors are doing with school
and life, too. They are really
hoping to develop a strong
bond between one another
throughout the month.
Piening originally wanted to volunteer at a place
with kids who are going
through emotional troubles,
but those spots were all full,
so he applied for the Delmar
Gardens.

Sappington Elementary
BY John Burke
REPORTER

S

appington Elementary School is a
school dedicated to working with behaviorally and emotionally challenged kids
from kindergarten through eighth grade. It
is a part of the Lindbergh school district
and has been named a Missouri Gold Star
School, a National School of Character,
and a 2013 National Blue Ribbon School.
Senior Thomas Nordmann is spending
his Senior Project there, along with fellow
seniors Adam Kleffner, Matt Witzofsky,
Luke Szatkowski, and Andrew Gammon.
The daily routine there involves arriving there at 8:45 a.m. and shadowing one
child throughout the early part of the day.
“I get there and shadow a kid named
Dillon for the first three hours of school. I
eat breakfast with him, go to his first class
with him and basically sit there and make
sure he doesn’t get upset and gets a good
experience,” said Nordmann.
Following the early morning activities, Nordmann sits down with Dillon and
reads a short story with him. After that,
Nordmann and the seniors supervise a

classroom for about 45 minutes as the students use their group-share time, the last
activity before lunch.
After lunch, Nordmann’s typical routine switches up and he moves to a classroom of kindergartners, where he teaches
them the alphabet and other more basic
concepts.
The last part of the day consists of more
group work.
“I go to a room for speech skills and
writing, and we talk to them about how
their day was. Then I go to my final room,
the social skills room, where we talk about
what you can share in public with people
and what you shouldn’t,” said Nordmann.
The day concludes at about 3:00 p.m.
In his first week alone, Nordmann has
enjoyed reading Green Eggs and Ham, practicing archery with the kids, and talking to
students about their favorite Christmas
gifts.
“A kid today told me he liked me better than his teacher and I thought that was
pretty fun,” said Nordmann. “I honesty look
forward to each day.”

Southside Early Childhood Center
BY Joe Lux
REPORTER

S

outhside Early Childhood Center is a nursery
dedicated to providing lowincome children a safe, nurturing, and educational environment while their parents
are away at work.
Seniors Daniel Wagner,
Matthew Ceriotti, Aidan
Cole, and Will Slama, are all

working there this January
for their Senior Project.
The day-by-day activities there involve working
with three to five year olds,
most of whom are black or
Hispanic.
“I wanted to work with
kids; they’re pretty awesome.
I also worked at Southside in
grade school a couple of days
and had fun,” said Wagner.

Wagner and the other
seniors work from 8:30 a.m.
to around 3:00 p.m., spending their time singing, building, and playing with the
kids in the morning.
“I feed them breakfast.
We have song time, then
centers time-building stuff
with blocks, Play-Doh, pretend play. Then we go out
to a playground and run

around, come back inside,
and have more song and video time,” said Wagner.
Following the morning
activities, the kids eat lunch
and have naptime, while the
seniors do administrative
work like sorting donations
or moving and cleaning
stuff.
Lastly, the seniors enjoy
a snack with the kids before

PN Puzzle

heading home.
In the first week alone,
they have already made
some notable memories and
had a lot of fun.
“It was raining on Tuesday, so we helped the kids
put on boots to go outside.
We had to come up with a
game to play, and there’s a
fake boat outside, so we all
ran around looking for trea-
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Robotics
heads to
Wydown
for kickoff
event
(continued from page 2)

Club members have also
reorganized the room to be
more conducive to their operating style and purchased
new tools, including a band
saw, chop saw, sawzall, and
grinders.
The Robotics Club will
attend the competition’s
kickoff event at Wydown
Middle School tomorrow,
where they will receive details on the contests the club
will build for.
“This Saturday is the
release of the competition
details and the beginning
of the build season,” said
Wagner, “We will spend the
whole weekend ironing out
the details of our design so
that we can get straight into
the building.”
One new trick that the
club will be trying out is
building two identical robots
so that more people can gain
experience and so that the
drivers can get more practice
between the end of the build
season and the competition
weekend.
“We’re getting ready and
we’re more prepared and determined than ever to compete at the highest level this
year,” said Wagner.

Hints
Across:
1 Band that performs
“Mammia Mia” and “Fernando”
4 Diver shoes
8 Narrow passage of water
connecting to large bodies of water, ex: The Berlin
___
9 ____ Villa was a famous
Mexican revolutionary
general
10 “Good” in Italian
11 The main Villain in
TMNT
13 Ancient Egyptian symbolic beetle
15 To be fired
17 Lady Gaga song; Clapping
20 Brooklyn’s NBA team
21 Lots of people claimed
the 2016 elections were
____
23 Spiritual practice popular in Haiti/New Orleans
24
Movies
centered
around 19th century OldAmerica
25 The ___ of March

crossword | Brad Gale

Down:
2 The green Powerpuff
Girl
3 “What is this!? _____
Hour!?”
4 The three sisters that
control destiny in Greek
mythos
5 A tariff is a tax on ___
goods
6 How miners in the Gold
Rush searched for gold in
rivers
7 Prof. Wrestling “Ring
Of Honor” company, abbreviated
12 Pokemon that looks
like a pokeball
14 Colorado city at the
base of the Rocky Mountains
16 Italian pastry of
wrapped dough with
cream filling
18 299,792,458 m/s per
second is the speed of
____
19 This rocker’s favorite
sandwich was peanut butter and bananas
22 “Vanilla ___” is often
considered a one-hit wonder
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A visit to Standing Rock: junior gets an
New year, new SLUH: inside look on national pipeline story
students and faculty
reflect on their New
Year’s resolutions
BY Riley McEnery
REPORTER

N

ew Year’s resolutions
typically break down
into the same things year after year: hitting the gym, getting more sleep, improving
character. However, several
members of our SLUH community are working on some
very unique resolutions of
their own.
Some of these resolutions are quite simple, such
as junior Joe Hillmeyer’s vow
to make it to zero-hour Jazz
Band class on time every day.
“I wake up every morning and I’m usually late for
Jazz Band at 7:00, and I usually arrive at 7:15,” said Hillmeyer.
Hillmeyer hopes that,
although it’s not much, his
commitment to reaching class
on time can help him improve
his saxophone abilities.
Another basic but intriguing resolution is junior
Eric Schnelker’s newfound
dedication to practicing piano. His goal is to improve his
piano skills.
“I’ve already started
and it’s been very hard, but
it’s worked out so far,” said
Schnelker.
Other New Year’s resolutions can be very difficult
and challenging. For example,
ASC teacher Nick Schwetz
strives to reach a new level
of leadership in rock climbing. Schwetz is aiming to lead
climb a 5-12A route.
“Right now the highest I
can climb is a 5-10D, so 12 is a
much higher difficulty and it’s
a lot of work,” said Schwetz.
Schwetz hopes to improve his abilities and increase his strength so that
he’ll be able reach his goal by
the end of the year.
Schwetz won’t be the only
one training a lot for his reso-

lution. Juniors Danny Favazza
and Jake Trunko have both
taken interesting spins on the
stereotypical work-out resolution. Trunko will be working
to make his diet healthier and
richer in protein.
“I want to be a lean,
mean, protein cuisine machine,” Trunko said.
Trunko also hopes to
continue his daily trips to the
gym to “get massive,” as he
likes to say.
Favazza’s goal is to do at
least 200 push-ups a day.
“I just want to get huge,”
said Favazza.
There are some other
very unique resolutions
around the school.
English teacher John Kavanaugh hopes to enhance his
posture in order to eliminate
some issues he’s recently had
with his jaw muscles.
“My resolution is to have
a better posture—to sit upright, to keep my head back,
and not cause so much stress
and strain on my jaw muscles,” said Kavanaugh.
Another exciting resolution is that of junior John
Reiss, who will be pushing
himself every day to learn a
completely new language.
“I want to be able to
speak Japanese by the end of
the year,” said Reiss.
While New Year’s resolutions are usually personal
goals, there are some that
focus on other people. Latin
teacher Jennifer Ice hopes to
complete writing a book for
her son.
“I’ve sort of been dillydallying, and I’m about halfway done, so I want to finish
it by his birthday,” said Ice,
who hopes that her resolution
can bring joy to her son in the
new year.

artwork | Lancer Li

Interested in writing? Artistry?
Photography? Research?
The Prep News is for you.
Any writers, artists, and/or photographers
who are interested in participating in the
Prep News are invited to come up to the
Prep News office (J220) right
after school today.

(continued from page 1)

oil pipeline that would stretch
through four states: North
Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa
and Illinois. The pipeline is
also supposed to cross over
Native American burial
grounds, potentially damaging the Sioux tribe’s treasured
land. The pipeline’s opponents
also fear that the oil could leak
into Lake Oahe, poisoning
drinking water for thousands.
Passionate about human
rights and environmental issues, Johnson jumped at the
opportunity to journey to
Standing Rock when he first
heard his neighbor, Nicholas
Taggart, was making the trek
up north.
“He posted a thing on
social media that said “Hey
I’m heading out to standing
rock, if you have supplies or
want to come let me know,”
said Johnson. “So my mom
actually called me in the middle of physics class and said
‘Hey, there’s a guy going out to

PN Vault

Standing Rock if you want to
join him’ and I did.”
Before the trip, Johnson
spoke with many of his teachers in preparation for his week
long absence.
“All the teachers were
pretty supportive, and that
was great,” said Johnson.
Johnson left and after
a 14-hour drive, arrived at
Standing Rock in temperatures already well below zero.
“So we got there at like
two in the morning, and that
night we just stayed in the
truck, which is a really bad
idea when it’s that cold,” said
Johnson.
For the next week at
Standing Rock, Johnson
mainly worked out of a medical hut with Taggart, a paramedic himself. At night, Johnson slept in various tepees and
yurts alongside fellow protesters. In such cold temperatures, many of the protesters
were in dire need of blankets
and shelter, which Johnson

helped supply from the medical tent.
“So because of all the
storms and everything, people
were just gearing up to stay
warm so they could survive,”
said Johnson. “We were just
kind of making sure everyone
could stay warm so we didn’t
have any protests.”
While Johnson was protesting, the Army Corps of
Engineers announced that
they would look for a different
path for the pipeline, but according to Johnson, construction never stopped even after
the announcement.
“The Army Corps of Engineers denied them (Energy
Transfer Partners, the company constructing the pipeline)
that permit which says that
every day that they build they
lose $50,000, and $50,000
for ETP is a few bucks, so
they’re still building there,”
said Johnson. “They still build
there every night. It’s illegal,
but they’re not going to be the

ones getting arrested because
they have the money.”
According to Johnson,
his motivation towards environmental and human rights
issues started at a summer
camp he attended two years
ago called YEA (Youth Empowered Action) Camp. The
camp focuses on teaching
social justice issues to middle
school and high school students.
“There I learned about
environmental
issues,
I
learned about human rights
and stuff like that, and that
kind of set a fire in me,” said
Johnson.
Although making up
his missed school work once
Johnson got back from the
trip was a challenge, he was
grateful for the experience of
protesting for a good cause.
“It was a pretty life changing thing and really cool to be
a part of something so big,
something that affected so
many people,” said Johnson.

Hello and goodbye: Laughlin’s
presidential entrance
With president David Laughlin’s announcement of his departure from St. Louis
U. High in 18 months, the Prep News dove
into our archives, going back to Laughlin’s
being named president in 2005. He was the
first layman president of SLUH, following a
long history of Jesuit presidents. His tenure of
13 years was the longest of any SLUH president in the school’s history.
—compiled by Nathan Wild and Galen Bacharier.

archives | Vol. 69

For the continuation of this vault
piece, look to page 5 in the article on the
Rev. Ian Gibbons, S.J.
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Laughlin will return to Rockhurst after 13 years at SLUH
(continued from page 1)

next great person to come in
and take this place to an even
higher level,” said Laughlin.
“This school is a fantastic
place—it was a fantastic place
the day I arrived.”
Around 3:45 p.m., SLUH
posted the official announcement on its website of the Rev.
Ian Gibbons’ being named
principal and Laughlin’s departure, with messages from
Laughlin, the Chairman of the
Board of Trustees Tom Santel,
’76, and the Provincial of the
U.S. Central-Southern Province, Rev. Ron Mercier, S.J.
“There’s a process of just
stepping back and looking at
where the school is, where I
am, and making a decision
to continue working with the
Jesuits, and I’ve been really
blessed most of my personal
life to have a vocation working with Jesuit education, so
to have an opportunity to continue to do that is something
I’m grateful to have,” said
Laughlin.
Laughlin says he has
three reasons for waiting 18
months before departing for
Rockhurst. He wants a year
to work with Gibbons as he
transitions into his new position as principal. Since there

are many people who support
the school, he also wants the
opportunity to “continue to
focus on those endeavors”
in the next year. Finally, he
thinks that this 18-month notice period will give the Board
enough time to create a succession plan for Laughlin and
afterwards the potential for
Laughlin to help the new president into his position. According to Santel’s letter, the
grace period will allow for the
continued implementation of
Imagining 18’s strategic plan,
Go Forth, under Laughlin for
another year.
“I’m glad Rockhurst was
able to respect that and allow
it, and I certainly wouldn’t
have done it any other way,”
said Laughlin.
“We’re incredibly fortunate to have had Dave as long
as we’ve had him. We’ve had
him longer than we had a right
to expect because the typical
tenure for a president—especially one as good as he is—is
not 13 years,” said Santel. “So
we’re very fortunate, and we’re
also fortunate that he’s giving
us 18 months to really have a
smooth transition. So we’re
very thankful to Dave, all he’s
done, and all he continues to
do for us.”

After reading a list of everyone in the SLUH com- here: http://www.sluh.org/anaccomplishments
during munity was feeling towards nouncement.
“Mr. Laughlin has consistently served SLUH very
well, not only building on
the strong and well-balanced
program he inherited but also
taking responsibility for advancing the Jesuit character
and mission of the school,”
wrote Mercier. “As the first
lay president of the school,
he has blazed a trail not only
at SLUH but for high school
presidents throughout the
province. He exemplifies the
gift God gives the Society of
Jesus through the men and
women with whom we work. I
am very grateful that I will still
be able to rely upon him as a
trusted colleague, though now
in Kansas City rather than St.
Louis.”
Rockhurst High School
also posted an announcement
on the front page of its website communicating Laughlin’s hiring to the Rockhurst
community. He will become
the school’s 17th president—
and first layman, as he was at
SLUH.
Laughlin
has
been
This article continues from page 4 from the PN Vault on President David Laughlin’s departure. archives | Prep News Volume 69 SLUH’s longest-serving president and is the first lay presiLaughlin’s tenure, Santel ex- Laughlin at this time. The full dent of the school; he sucpressed the gratitude that announcement can be found ceeded the Rev. Paul Sheridan,

S.J., in 2004. The Board will
now create a search committee to find a new president for
SLUH.
Though
Wednesday’s
two announcements came
simultaneously, they are two
separate spheres with separate
consequences for St. Louis U.
High. Laughlin, as president,
hires the principal after a review from faculty, students,
and others and approval of the
Board of Trustees. The Board
hires the new president after
a nationwide search process,
which the Provincial Office of
the Society of Jesus then has to
approve.
“Going forward, we’re going to form a search committee, and we’ll work, as I said,
very closely with the Province
Office. This is a position they
take great interest in. It’s impossible to predict how long
it will take. It will be a nationwide search,” Santel said. “We
want to get someone who can
build on Dave’s legacy, just as
he built on those that came
before him. We think, thanks
to Dave and to everyone in
the SLUH community, we’re
in great shape as a school, and
that should make us an attractive school for someone who
wants to do this work.”

Gibbons will be first Jesuit principal in 34 years
(continued from page 1)

Laughlin—narrowed the field
of over 20 candidates to three
by the middle of December after a job posting in September.
After a student and faculty review over four days at the end
of November and the beginning of December, Laughlin
had to make his choice with
input from his search committee.
“Fr. Gibbons was a pretty
clear choice from that process,” according to Laughlin.
The Board, chaired by Santel,
reviewed and approved his
choice for principal before
announcing it on Wednesday,
Jan. 4.
An announcement posted on SLUH’s website around
3:45 p.m. on Wednesday afternoon detailed Gibbons’ history as a Jesuit educator and
his past experiences. (The full
announcement can be found
here: http://www.sluh.org/announcement.)
“Well, I’m very grateful
for having been a part of the
process and the conversation.
Obviously, I’m passionate
about Jesuit education, and
I’m very proud of the Jesuit
educational role in the history
of St. Louis. Being a St. Louisan, so just being a part of the
process, was extremely edifying for me,” Gibbons said in
a phone interview yesterday.
“To become a finalist and be
a part of the very particular
conversations with the different stakeholders again is very
much a highlight of my professional life as a Jesuit educator, and to be selected for the
principalship of the school
I have so much respect for is
not only great honor but it’s a
very powerful moment.”
Gibbons, a seasoned Jesuit with 22 years in the So-

ciety, has worked at five Jesuit
high schools before SLUH in
various positions. A native of
St. Louis, Fr. Gibbons has a
Bachelor’s degree in Economics from Southern Illinois
University and four separate
Master’s degrees: one in Business Administration from
SIU, another in American
Studies from St. Louis University, still another in Divinity from the Weston Jesuit
School of Theology at Boston
College, and one in Catholic
School Leadership from the
Institute for Catholic School
Leadership from the Jesuit
University of San Francisco.
“I think (the online announcement) will remind
people a bit of his professional
background as an educator,
the degree work that he’s done
as well as the educational
work he has done. I think
he brings to us a breadth of
multiple Jesuit high school
views from both the Midwest, the South, and the East
Coast that are, I suppose, of
benefit to that broad reach of
the Society of Jesus. So it’s his
professional experience, his
experience at particular levels
within a school, or his desire
to be leading at a place like St.
Louis U. High, coming from a
similar place—Regis in New
York—when it comes to the
academic achievement of students (that benefits SLUH),”
Laughlin said.
Gibbons started at Regis
Jesuit High School in Denver,
where he taught economics
and moderated the student
government. He also helped
to create the only all-girls Jesuit school in the world at
Regis.
Through his work at
Rockhurst High School in
Kansas City, Gibbons served

as the director of pastoral
services, managing retreats,
community service, liturgies,
and faculty formation. He also
worked with the curriculum
and taught theology.
After completing his tertianship—the final stage in
the formation of a Jesuit—he
worked on projects in development at Strake Jesuit College Preparatory in Houston,
Tex.
He also traveled to Miskolc, Hungary, to work at
the Fényi Gyula Jesuit High
School in their language programs.
For the last three years,
he has been the assistant principal at Regis High School
in New York, the only Jesuit scholarship school in the
United States, and now he will
become SLUH’s next principal
this July.
“I am very much a high
school Jesuit through and
through. I love the apostolate
of our high schools, and one
of the reasons I love it so much
is the formation that we do for
our students and faculty is
very similar to the formation
we do with the Jesuit seminarians, Jesuit scholastics, to help
them become Jesuits,” said
Gibbons. “Our schools use the
same founding documents for
educating and forming Jesuits
to make them well-rounded,
capable of engaging the world,
to be effective in bring Jesuit goals and values into the
world through our secondary
education institutions.”
Bringing his 22 years of
experience, Gibbons will lead
SLUH into its third century
through his multiple lenses of
teaching, administering, and
leading in Jesuit schools, especially concerning the curriculum and technology. Gibbons

hopes to visit SLUH in February of this year, attending
“initial listening sessions,” as
he put it, and to begin conversations with members of the
SLUH community.
After working in Jesuit
schools for decades, Gibbons
has seen the potential of the
Jesuit School Network across
the United States (and even
the world) and is very excited to initiate and continue
projects at St. Louis U. High,
especially when it comes to
celebrating the bicentennial.
“So a bicentennial happens just once, and it’s important that that celebration has
the prowess that it deserves.
St. Louis University High
School is an incredibly important institution, educationally,
culturally, and historically for
St. Louis and for Missouri.

continued on page 8

With the announcement
of a new principal the Rev. Ian
Gibbons, S.J., the Prep News
looks back into its archives, in
volume 72, to the hiring of former principal John Moran.
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Hot streak! Hockey’s wins melt the ice on 3-0 run
Outscores opponents 17- 0 over dominant stretch
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Junior Nick Corker against Chaminade on Dec. 26.

Will Farroll
SPORTS EDITOR

A

fter dropping a tough 2-1
loss to Edwardsville before the break, the St. Louis U.
High varsity hockey team has
gone 3-0 and shut out opponents by a combined 17-0. The
Jr. Bills defeated Chaminade
5-0 on Dec. 26, followed by a
9-0 handling of Lindbergh on
the Jr. Bills’ Senior Night, four
days later. They finished off
the series of games with a 3-0
shutout of the CBC Cadets on
New Year’s Day.
For the first game of
Christmas Break, the Jr.
Bills faced off against the
Chaminade Red Devils at
the Queeny Ice Compex. The
game had been scheduled for
Dec. 16 but was cancelled due
to weather.
SLUH wasted no time
taking the lead on a nice goal
from senior Luke Gassett 30
seconds in, with seniors Chaz

Palumbo and Liam Knobbe
tallying the assists.
Up 1-0, the Jr. Bills went
on the power play after a
Chaminade skater was called
to the box for hooking, but,
despite the man advantage,
they could not capitalize.
Just as the clock neared
the ten minute mark, junior
Nick Corker sniped a nice unassisted goal to make the score
2-0. With 3:57 left in the first
period, Gassett added another
goal, assisted by Knobbe, giving SLUH a 3-0 lead before
the first buzzer.
The second period was
quite uneventful until the four
and a half minute mark when
sophomore Christian Berger
slid a puck into the net with
assists from Palumbo and
Gassett.
The third period saw a
goal from junior Matthew
Hohl at the 7:11 mark and a
SLUH slashing penalty on ju-

nior Trevor White before the
Jr. Bills finished off Chaminade 5-0.
The next matchup for
SLUH was against the Lindbergh Flyers back at SLUH’s
home rink for Senior Night.
As is the custom every
year, the seniors all received
roses from the SLUH hockey
cheerleaders before the start
of the game.
“Senior Night was awesome for our kids,” said head
coach Kevin Fitzpatrick. “Obviously we have 11 seniors
that are on the roster for the
varsity, and we have a couple
on the JV. So it was great to
see all those guys that have
been a part of the program for
four years and all the time and
effort they’ve put into it.”
The effort definitely
showed, as Palumbo tallied a
goal five minutes into the first
and Gassett added to the lead
with 4:08 left in the period.

While the seniors dominated the scoreboard in the
first and third, the second was
for the younger guys.
Berger netted a nice shot,
unassisted, with 14:02 left
in the second, followed by a
shorthanded goal from sophomore Henry Wagner with
senior Blake Riley in the box
for slashing.
With 5:27 left, junior
Joseph Winkelmann slid the
puck past the goalie’s blocker. The score was 5-0 at that
point, but, a minute and a half
later, Hohl added one more
for a 6-0 lead before the end
of the second.
Another senior frenzy
followed with the beginning
of the third period. Senior
Luke Sextro netted a goal assisted by senior Kurt Lindhorst, 30 seconds in.
Later, senior Erik Floyd
scored on a pass from Riley
and senior Louis Garavaglia

with 8:27 left in the third.
Finally, Gassett tallied his
second of the night on a pass
from senior John Sieckhaus
with 4:58 left; a minute before
the game ended, Riley went
back to the box on a ten minute misconduct.
“In the last two games
against Chami and Lindbergh,
we came out and did what we
needed to do,” said Gassett.
“Moved our feet. Moved the
puck. Came out on top. They
were easy wins, as they should
be, for us.”
Before the matchup
against CBC, the captains for
this year’s team were officially
announced. The coaches had
previously been assigning
captains game by game. The
reason for the delay was because Fitzpatrick wanted the
whole team present to choose
captains; because of everyone’s schedules, that was difficult.
As voted on by the team
and the coaches, seniors Gassett and Sieckhaus were selected as captains. As for the
assistant captains, there was a
bit of a change from last year.
This year there are three assistants instead of two and
despite the large number of
seniors on the team, none
of them are seniors. Juniors
Hohl and Winkelmann will
both wear A’s this year, and
sophomore Wagner was chosen as the third and final captain.
“It’s a great honor to be
selected by my teammates,”
said Wagner. “It means a lot,
especially as a sophomore and
that age level. I just have to
keep leading, and not let it get
to my head, just keep leading

continued on page 7

Basketball silences De Smet, drops tourney final to St. Mary’s
Matt Godar
CORE STAFF

T

he Saint Louis U. High
basketball team enjoyed
a successful Christmas break,
defeating De Smet in the Silent Night game and finishing second in the Coaches vs
Cancer tournament.
Fresh off exams, the Jr.
Bills faced down Jesuit rival
De Smet in their first home
game of the season. The
game was even more special,
however, as it was also the
Silent Night game, an event
where the usually rambunctious SLUH student section
remains taciturn until the Jr.
Bills’ tenth point is scored,
after which an unprecedented
rowdiness appears.
The moment came in
the first quarter, when senior
guard Brandon McKissic took
an outlet pass in stride for a
fastbreak finish plus the foul,
putting SLUH up 10-8 over
the Spartans.
“It was a fantastic moment,” said senior fan Kyle
Irvine. “The whole student

section went bananas, it was
absolutely electric.”
From there, the Jr. Bills
never looked back. SLUH
continued to push its lead
throughout the game, going
into the third quarter with
a 22-point lead, of 54-32.
Though a Spartan push in the
final quarter dwindled the
lead down, the Jr. Bills comfortably claimed a 61-51 victory.
Senior guard Anthony
Hughes led in scoring with
17, and also dished out eight
assists on the night. McKissic followed closely behind
with 16, while junior forward
Matt Leritz scored 15 on six of
seven shooting.
“It was the first game
where we really had a big
crowd, so we were pumped
before the game to give everyone a good show,” said senior
Andrew Grassi.
Next, SLUH moved onto
the Coaches vs Cancer tournament, hosted by Meramec
Community College. The No.
3 seed Jr. Bills first faced No.

Senior BJ Wilson going up for a shot against Webster Groves.

14 seed Troy Buchanan.
SLUH dominated from
the opening tip, jumping off
to a 14-0 lead in the first quarter. The Jr. Bills defense completely clamped down on the
Trojans in a truly remarkable
performance. Leritz shined
early, managing a double
double with eleven points and
ten boards in just the first half.

The half ended with SLUH on
top, 23-9.
The Jr. Bills continued
to breeze through the third
quarter of the low-scoring
affair, outscoring the Trojans
12-6 to push the lead to 20
heading into the final quarter
of play. SLUH had no trouble
working its way inside, as
dribble drives seemed to be

photo | William Kelly

there for the Jr. Bills all night.
Though Troy Buchanan
put up 16 against SLUH’s 12
in the fourth quarter, the lead
was simply too large to touch,
as the Jr. Bills opened up the
Christmas tournament with a
47-31 victory.
McKissic (12), Leritz
(11), and Hughes (10) again

continued on page 7

Wrestling
squeezes out
victory in trimeet over
break
Niles Bernabe

REPORTER			

T

he St. Louis U. High
varsity wrestling team
came back from the break
strong with wins against both
MICDS and Ritenour on
Tuesday in a tri-meet.
“I think it was really awesome to get our first two team
wins of the season,” said senior captain Danny Trittler. “I
really think that this is motivation for the whole team to
start working a little harder
every day.”
The tri-meet on Tuesday
marked SLUH’s first match in
over two weeks. SLUH won
over MICDS 36-24 with only
three byes being awarded to
the Rams. The meet marked
both SLUH’s first two team
wins of the season and its first
meet win.
“The meet went by really quick, and most of us got
in good matches and more
experiences from them,” said
senior Chris Nguyen.
The Bills demonstrated
especially aggressive wrestling
on Tuesday with a vast majority of the matches concluding
in the first period. Sophomore
Jacob Pineda, junior Richard
Michalski, and Trittler all
had stellar performances with
swift wins against MICDS in
under three minutes. Pineda,
wrestling the 126 weight class,
had one of the quickest victories of the meet with a win by
fall in merely two and a half
minutes.
SLUH triumphed despite
difficulties with weight cutting and skin epidemics. This
turnaround in SLUH’s performance can be attributed to
training over the Christmas
break.
“I think that the meet
went pretty well. There weren’t
a lot of matches, but I’m happy
with how our guys wrestled in
the matches that we did have.
Rich, Dan, and Jake all looked
really strong for some wins,”
said head coach Rob Nahlik.
“We had a “Win the Off
Week” challenge where we
competed against each other
in training minutes with our
own personal goal for minutes to stay in shape over the
break,” said Nguyen. “For
some of us it took a second to
get back into gear after break,
but it didn’t take us long to get
back to our routine.”
The Jr. Bills hope to rack
up even more wins this Friday at 5 p.m. and Saturday at
9 a.m. at Vianney with both
a junior varsity and a varsity
tournament.

SPORTS
Racquetball players participate in alumni
tournament, enjoy three-week break
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Steven Zak and Liam John
REPORTER S		

W

ith just under two
months left in the season until State and Nationals,
the undefeated racquetball
team has a three week break
until its next game.
The team is already preparing for state and Nationals,
which both occur at the end of
February, by practicing more
and staying fresh during the
long break.
“So we’re of course looking to reclaim our national
championship title as things
begin to wind down,” said
senior Roman Visintine. “Everyone is looking sharp, and
is using this break to recharge
and be ready to give it our all.”
Over the Christmas
break, many members of the
team participated in the Holiday Charity Classic and the
SLUH alumni tournament.
In the Holiday Charity Classic, senior Carlos Ayala won
his division, Men’s Singles B,
in a round robin playoff victory against Tim Juergens, ’16.

artwork | Will Kramer

In the alumni tournament,
current SLUH players played
against some of the best former SLUH players.
Some of the former
SLUH players included math
teacher and coach Stephen
Deves, ’11, and coach Jeff
Rombach, ’98. Joe Sharmataro, ’99, beat Chris Gilfoy, ’03,

to win the tournament.
JV 1A played Chaminade
yesterday and shut them out
with a 5-0 win.
Junior Riley McEnery’s
nearly flawless play was the
highlight of the match, as he
dominated his opponent 15-0,
15-1.
No. 3 seed junior Nick
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Patritti had a rough game
fighting a previous surgery on
his toe and no athletic clothes.
He powered through and won
15-7, 15-12.
The doubles team of
junior Alex Siampos and
sophomore Michael Oldani
really connected in the match
against Chaminade. They
fought hard the first game
with a 15-3 win. Oldani controlled the court in the first
game, and in the second, both
Siampos and Oldani found
their chemistry and won 15-7.
As this duo improves, so
do the chances of another National Championship.
JV 1A plays again Monday against their toughest
competition yet, Parkway
West.
Varsity
plays
again
against Lindbergh a week
from today. Senior and top
seed Chris Schulze already
played and won his match 153, 15-1 against Nick Tzainos.

Bills ball out: basketball looks to rematch
against De Smet on the road
(continued from page 6)

led the way in scoring, the Jr.
Bills also collected ten total
steals, led by junior A.J. Hardin’s three.
“From the start of the
game, we looked to see the
tone by applying a lot of pressure defensively and push
the ball in transition,” said
Hughes.
“We’ve got a lot of speed,
we can really get up and down
the court quickly,” said head
coach Erwin Claggett.
SLUH then took on the
Vianney Golden Griffins.
Though Vianney was an eleven seed in the tournament,
their defeat of SLUH early in
the season instructed the Jr.
Bills to stay on their toes.
The Jr. Bills came out
with another strong defensive
performance, and Leritz again
came out of the gates hot, putting in eleven in just the first
quarter, helping the Jr. Bills
gain an early 23-10 lead over
the Golden Griffins.
Vianney shot back a bit
in the second quarter, however, faring a bit better on
both sides of the ball, though
SLUH still managed to outscore them 16-13. Going into
the half, the Jr. Bills were on
top, 39-23.
After splitting the third

quarter 11-11, Vianney even
outplayed SLUH in fourth,
though to no avail, as the Jr.
Bills had once again set themselves too far ahead. The game
ended 58-45, SLUH.
“Since we came out so
well against them, we were
able to hold down the lead
with our defense,” said Grassi.
Next, SLUH took on
Webster Groves, a foe with
a bit of bad blood for the Jr.
Bills. SLUH has defeated Webster the past two years in districts, turning up the pressure
for this battle.
SLUH failed to dominate
the Statesmen like the previous tournament opposition,
as Webster refused to allow
SLUH to pull away in spite of
the Jr. Bills’ best efforts. At the
end of the first quarter, SLUH
was on top, 14-9.
In the second quarter,
the game became close. The
Statesmen’s tight defense held
SLUH to just six points in the
quarter, while scoring 14 of
their own, sending the Jr. Bills
into the half down 23-20.
In the second half, the
tempo rose as the teams traded
buckets. Each side seemed to
hit the big shots, as the Statesmen maintained the lead but
failed to pull away. Heading
into the fourth, SLUH trailed

32-29.
As the game wound
down in the fourth, no team
emerged as a clear winner. Senior B.J. Wilson finally evened
the score at 38 for SLUH on a
tough and-one. Finally, McKissic nailed a layup off a dribble drive with ten seconds left
to put the Jr. Bills up by one.
The Statesmen were given the
opportunity to win with two
free throw shots with just 0.3
seconds left, but they failed
to convert on either, sealing
SLUH’s victory.
“It seems like every game
we play with them comes
down to the wire. We really
came out locked in and ready
to play, and ended up pulling
away with it,” said Grassi.
“They’ve been in a lot of
battles, they’ve been tested,”
said Claggett.
Unfortunately, the Jr.
Bills’ success came to an
abrupt end the following
night against St. Mary’s in the
championship game.
Though SLUH managed
to jump out to a 15-8 lead in
the first quarter, the success
was short-lived, as the Jr. Bills
struggled to find their game in
the second quarter. St. Mary’s
capitalized, outscoring the Jr.
Bills 18-10 and giving themselves a one-point lead going
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O Captain my Captain:
newly elected leaders drive
team to big wins
(continued from page 6)

by example.”
With a solid foundation
in leadership, the Jr. Bills went
out on New Year’s Day to take
on CBC in the teams’ second
clash of the season.
The game was a little
slow to start off with and both
teams only had a couple shots
on net, but the intensity began
to rise when Lindhorst took
an interference penalty with
3:40 left to play in the first period. With some strong defensive play, SLUH successfully
killed the penalty and the period ended 0-0; SLUH outshot
CBC 7-6.
In the second period,
SLUH started to pull away and
dominate puck possession in
the CBC zone.
With 10:25 left in the second, Winkelmann skated it all
the way around from the corner and took a shot that found
Gassett’s stick on a rebound.
He easily slid it in for a 1-0
lead.
SLUH continued the
pressure, which led to a CBC
hooking penalty with two

as Winkelmann stole the puck
halfway through the power
play and easily scored on a
breakaway to put the Jr. Bills
up 2-0.
“I’m feeling good,” said
Winkelmann. “I mean when
you’re able to come out and
beat CBC, you’re feeling good
as a team, and when the team’s
feeling good, I’m feeling
good.”
CBC attempted to struggle their way back into the
game by pulling their goalie,
but Wagner answered with a
pure effort play as he skated
the whole ice and knocked in
a loose puck to send the Cadets to the locker room with a
3-0 loss.
“I think we played with
a good intensity tonight,” said
Wagner. “Our d-zone was
a little soft, but overall they
didn’t score so it’s not the end
of the world. We just have to
keep pushing. We’re working
hard, and I think if we do that
we’ll be alright.”
The Jr. Bills outshot the
reigning State champs 31-17
in the huge win.
photo | Nick Gima

into half, with the score 26-25.
SLUH managed to reclaim the lead in the third,
but St. Mary’s seemed to play
better in the fourth. With 1:43
left in the game, St. Mary’s
led by four. Leritz, however,
nabbed a bucket to pull within
two, then drew a foul with less
than a second left in the game,
nailing both shots to send the
game to overtime.
The overtime play remained back and forth, until the Dragons scored on a
putback with 25 seconds left
in the game. Though SLUH
had enough time to answer,
the tying three-point attempt
rimmed out, ending the tournament in heartbreak for the
Bills.
“We never got everyone
locked in on defense, and never put together a quarter that
was really good,” said Wilson.
“Lapses, especially during major parts of the game,
have hurt us, but we are fighting and coming together,” said
Hughes.
SLUH looks to rebound
tonight at 7 p.m. in a rematch
against De Smet, this time on
the Spartans’ home turf.

—Danny Pitts contributed reporting

(Left to right) Hockey captains: sophomore Henry Wagner,
junior Joe Winkelmann, senior John Sieckhaus, senior Luke
Gassett, and junior Matt Hohl.

minutes remaining in the period. But the Cadets killed the
penalty to go into the third
down only 1-0.
CBC took another hooking minor 17 seconds into the
third period, but killed it off,
then went on the power play
on a White hooking penalty.
The advantage turned out
to be pointless for the Cadets,

“It’s a big win for us. It’s
a big boost confidence-wise,
and I think we made a statement again with that,” said
Fitzpatrick.
The Jr. Bills will play for
the Jesuit Cup against De
Smet tonight at 9:45 p.m at the
home rink of Affton.

Underclassmen Sports Briefs
JV Hockey

12/18
SLUH		
1
Vianney Gold
5
key stat: Freshman Bryan
Gund scored the lone goal.
key quote: “We came out flatfooted but played a little better towards the end, however
it wasn’t enough to come out
with a win,” said junior Sam
Kutz.
1/03
SLUH		
Kirkwood

3
1

key stat: Freshman Jack Hazleton, junior Louie Perotti,
and senior Matthew Wulff
each had a goal.
key quote: “The boys came
out soft in the beginning, but
towards the end, we battled
and came home with the W,”
said sophomore Nate Pawlow.

B-Team Hockey

borrowed one from Parkway
South.
next game: 1/7 @ Lindbergh
Gold (Ice Zone @ St. Louis
Mills)

JV Basketball
12/16
SLUH		
Vianney		

38
39

12/18
12/22
SLUH		
2
De Smet		
62
Parkway South
4
SLUH		
49
key stat: The Jr. Bills were
short both goalies, so they next game: 1/6 @ De Smet

Freshman Blue Basket- Freshman White Basket- JV Racquetball
ball
ball
JV 3
12/16
Vianney		
SLUH		

Freshman Nick Schulaze
placed 4th out of 92 players
JV 1A
Riley McEnery: Won 15-0,
12/22
Cardinal Ritter College Prep 15-1
SLUH		
42
Tournament: 12/26-12/28
Steven Zak: Won 15-1, 15-1
De Smet		
44
Record: 1-2
Nick Patritti: Won 15-7 W:1512
Cardinal Ritter College Prep next game: 1/7 vs. Rock
Tournament: 12/26-12/28
Bridge
— Nick Prainito, Liam John,
Record: 2-1
Stephen Ocampo, and Jack
Perry contributed reporting.
next game: 1/6 @ De Smet
35
22

12/22
De Smet		
SLUH		

W
L

8
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Seven students from Nanjing arrive at SLUH

AP
4:00pm
(continued from page 1)
school life,” said Anna (Jun- 5:30pm
said Admissions Director Schmelter.
-dents have been allowed to Anja Schmelter.
Both Tai and Schmelter ran) Shi. “It’s exciting to take 7:00pm
come to SLUH for a semesThe exchange students hope to see the students get part in courses not offered in 9:45pm
ter. This year there are seven
students, three girls and four
boys. They are top students
at Nanjing Foreign Language
School, and were chosen out
of 17 applicants. The students
joining us are Tianyi Zhang,
Ji Wu, Junran Shi, Minyang
Wang, Yunya Zhao, Wenyui
Kong, and Zhaojing Liu. Two
students are brought on scholarship, while others must pay
tuition.
“Years ago, either Dr.
Moran or Mr. Laughlin or
both went to Nanjing Foreign
Language school and expanded SLUH’s relationship with
them. Now SLUH is willing
to take any students who are
eligible and willing to pay, not
just the two on scholarship,”

must be fluent in English to be
qualified for the program.
“Their fluency in English
is pretty important. If they
couldn’t speak or understand
English, they would not be
eligible for the exchange program,” said Schmelter.
This year, the SLUH admissions office has joined
ranks with the Foreign Language Office to systemize the
various exchange programs.
“It’s for globalizing our
education. The program is
in place because of the hard
work Dr. Tai has put in over
the years, but the Admissions
office has joined to officialize
forms and Visas, as well as
help the students get accustomed to life at SLUH,” said

involved in more than just
SLUH’s academics.
“I think a girl is going to
try racquetball at Cor Jesu, but
I am not sure about that yet,”
said Tai.
“Dr. Tai and I have talked
to various girl high schools
around Saint Louis, mainly
Cor Jesu, to see if they would
be willing to take part in the
program and offer a chance
to the girls from Nanjing to
get to know more girls in
Saint Louis and get involved
in their extracurriculars,” said
Schmelter.
The students are excited
to be at SLUH and experience
American culture.
“I really look forward to
enjoying the American high

art | Lancer Li

Chinese schools, especially
theology—it’s a challenge for
me but also a great chance to
learn about a different culture.
I also look forward to learning
about western cultures and
lifestyles and share Chinese
ones with you And of course,
it’s definitely quite an experience to be a girl in a boys’
school.”
She expanded further on
her interest in theology and
her hopes for the program.
“In our first theology
class, Mr. Sciuto asked why we
Chinese students should study
theology. I really liked the answer: it’s to bring love, caring,
kindness and all the good stuff
into our lives. I hope with
the SLUH experience, I will
become a better person who
treats the world with more
love and care,” said Shi.
Although the program is
termed a “foreign exchange
program,” it is not entirely
equal in its exchange of students. Because many SLUH
students are not fluent in Chinese, it would be very difficult
to spend a semester in a classroom learning while being
taught completely in Chinese.
Instead, groups of students
go to China to experience the
Chinese culture for a couple of
weeks. Last year, Tai and Chinese leader Yude Huang took
students to Taiwan on spring
break.

Junior Scheduling Meeting
C-team blue Basketball @ De Smet
B-team Basketball @ De Smet
V Basketball @ De Smet
V Hockey @ De Smet

Saturday, January 7
11:00am C-team blue Basketball vs. Rock Bridge
11:30am B-team Basketball @ St. Mary’s High School
12:30pm C-team white Basketball vs. Rock Bridge
1:00pm V Basketball @ St. Mary’s High School
4:30pm Father Son Mass, Dinner, and St. Louis Blues
Game

Sunday, January 8
7:55pm JV Hockey vs. De Smet

Monday, January 9

Schedule R

AP
Snack—Chicken Bites
Lunch Special—Chick-fil-a
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
5:00pm Senior Project Reflection Night
7:00pm Kairos Retreat Meeting
7:00pm Manresa Retreat Meeting

Tuesday, January 10

Schedule R

Senior Kairos
AP
Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch Special—Chinese
Vegetarian—Pasta
B-team Basketball tournament @ CBC
4:00pm V2 Racquetball vs. De Smet
4:30pm C-team white Basketball vs. Oakville

Wednesday, January 11

Schedule R

AP
Snack—Mac & Cheese Bites
Lunch Special—Hand Breaded Chicken Strips
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
4:15pm C-team white Basketball vs. Westminster

Thursday, January 12

Photo of the Week

Schedule R

Schedule R

AP

Confession
Snack—Turnovers
Lunch Special—Papa Johns
Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes
4:30pm C-team blue Basketball vs. Fort Zumwalt South
9:00pm V Hockey vs. Oakville

Friday, January 13
AP
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Mashed Potatoes
3:30pm V1 Racquetball vs. Lindbergh
8:45pm V Hockey vs. Kirkwood

Schedule R

calendar | Jack Schweizer and Matthew Quinlan

The statue of St. Louis after the snowfall on Thursday morning.

Prep News
Editor in Chief
Sam “Made a Paper!” Chechik
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Goedeker
Jack “Thought of a credit”
Schweizer

Staff
Zach “been in America”
Hennes
Jake “finished my homework” Hennes
Sports Editors
Nick “changed clothes”
Will “Skiied with Joe Godar” Gima
Farroll
Ben “eaten chocolate eggs”
Andrew “Recycled” Modder Frailey
Jack “spelled ‘schools’ as
Features Editors
‘scoools’” Waters
Galen “‘Voted for Bernie”
Matthew “tackled someone”
Bacharier
Quinlan
Matthew “Witten ‘Pick of
the Lot’” Book
Art Directors
Ian “seen Joe smile”
Core Staff
Mulvihill
Liam “Spoken English” Con- Joe “smiled” Fentress
nolly
Matt “‘Found Love” Godar
Staff Artists
Sam “Walked Correctly”
Lancer “taken a selfie with
News Editors
Andrew “Seen Joe :)” Pluff
Joseph “Seen Andrew :(”
Reznikov

Credits

photo | Brendan Voigt

“I haven’t _____ all year!”

Dr. Foy” Li
Will “‘gone to school”
Kramer
Jack “‘been in the Prep
News” Bailey

Staff Photographer
Brendan “‘done work” Voigt
Reporters
Luke “slept” Wilmes
Ben “enjoyed hot sauce”
Klevorn
Thomas “cleaned my trombone” Curdt
Riley “looked like a junior”
McEnery
John “talked to Hap” BurkeDaniel “woken up” DewanNathan “been wild” WildLiam “had a last name” John
Niles “gone to Buttery”
Bernabe
Steven “loathed the words

‘alphabetical order’” Zak
Joe “watched Star Wars” Lux
Contributing
Photographers
William “ran cross-country”
Kelly
Max “taken pictures” Prosperi
Mr. Patrick “done yoga” Zarrick
Jake “protested something”
Johnson
Ms. Kathy “done chemistry”
Chott
Advisor
Mr. Ryan “done the JuJu”
McAnany
Moderator
Mr. Steve “graded a paper”
Missey

Principal Decision
Gibbons to be
principal at start of
’17-’18 year
(continued from page 5)

SLU High in many ways pre-dates the founding of the state.
It’s an incredible legacy,” Gibbons said. “The planning for the
bicentennial, the framing of it, the involvement of so many
different components of the SLU High population—all of
those aspects have to be deliberately thought through, communicated, to make sure that his event is not only worthy of
SLU High, but worthy of the Jesuits and the future of Jesuit
education in St. Louis. There will be lots of eyes on SLU High
for this time, and we want to make sure we do it well.”
Though the school year at Regis starts and ends later
than SLUH’s, Gibbons will be able to finish his final year as
assistant principal on June 16 and then move to St. Louis by
July 1 to become SLUH’s 20th principal, and the first Jesuit
principal in 34 years, after the Rev. Leo Dressel, S.J., left in
1983.
“It’s a tight time frame, but knowing what needs to happen, it’s doable. Now, as a Jesuit, you have to move around
quite a bit, so I’m kind of old-hat at doing this. The move—
the transition—will be quite doable,” said Gibbons.

