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Device Evaluation
Committee sends out
technology survey
Evaluating the 1:1
program
BY Jake Hennes and
Matthew Quinlan

STAFF			

T

he Device Evaluation
Committee was created this year to evaluate the
current 1:1 program. The
committee is made up of
six faculty members who sit
on the Instructional Council—art teacher Joan Bugnitz, theology teacher Diego
Navarro, Foreign Language
department chair Rob Chura, college counselor Kevin
Crimmins, Director of Educational Technology Andrea
Nunziante, and English department chair Steve Missey.
The idea for evaluating
the program goes all the way
back to its inception, when
the Instructional Council
worked to choose the 1:1 device in the fall of 2014.
“We were saying to ourselves very explicitly, that
whatever choice we make
will be very important to
regularly evaluate how that’s
going and to be willing to be

more effective inside and
outside of the classroom.
“Now that we’ve had
iPads for, I guess we’re in
our third year now, and have
had the BYOD policy for juniors for a year, we’re just in
the mode of checking in and
seeing how things are going,”
said Crimmins.
As part of the committee’s check-in, the group devised a survey for freshmen,
sophomores, and juniors.
The survey was taken during
homeroom before Christmas
break and had almost 700 individual student responses.
“Through the survey we
wanted to learn a couple of
things. We wanted to start
with understanding what
our students are being asked
to do with the device, and
where are they being asked to
do it, in the classroom versus
out of the classroom, and are
those roughly the same function?” Crimmins said. “So
we wanted to just get an idea
of how they’re being used so
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Winter Wonderland: The St. Louus U. High campus and upper field covered in a blanket of snow last week.

Underclassmen delegated to
assigned lunch seating

BY Daniel
REPORTER		

Dewan

D

ean of Students Brock
Kesterson has assigned
tables to the freshmen and
sophomores during their
lunch period, a practice that
began last Friday, Jan. 6.
Kesterson’s
decision
came after the freshmen and
sophomores had repeatedly
left the Si Commons messy
after their lunch. Kesterson,
the maintenance crew, and
other teachers were having
to clean up after the students
to prepare for the next lunch

period. Despite several pleas
for improvement from Kesterson, the Commons was
always left with food spilled
on the ground and crumbs
scattered over tables, so Kesterson decided the students
needed a consequence.
“It’s pretty simple. You
guys know the drill. Everyday, I get up on the PA and
say, ‘we’ll release at 12:28, so
make sure you clean up and
push your chairs in.’ And I
think that message has gotten stale and guys are not being responsible for their trash

Purnell,
’95, named
St. Louis
American’s
2016 Person
of the Year

and it’s become too messy. I
wanted the culture to change
and guys to realize that this
is their school, so the system
needed to change in order for
guys to start paying attention
of what’s going on around
them,” said Kesterson.
Assigning tables allows BY James Pollard
him to know which students REPORTER			
are leaving the mess. Depending on the situation, Kesterr. Jason Purnell, ’95,
son can punish the whole
was named the St. Louis
table for the offense.
American’s 2016 Person of
“Part of the problem is the Year in December for
that there are too many guys “his prescient vision, solid
continued on page 5 evidence-based data and the
sane steadiness of his mission”.
Purnell is an assistant
professor at the Washington
University’s Brown School
rigorous academic program of Social Work as well as the
integrating faith, and promot- Principal Investigator and
ing the school mission and Project Director of “For the
demonstrating Gospel values. Sake of All,” a comprehen“The most enjoyable part sive, multidisciplinary study
is working with colleagues dedicated to “working to imwho are so supportive and prove the health of all people
for the same goal which we by eliminating racial ineqall believe so deeply in,” said uities that stifle our region’s
campus minister Simonie growth.”
Anzalone. “Campus MinisPurnell emphasized that
try is educating to try to em- without support from his
power students to take their family and team, he would
own leadership in the areas of not have been named the St.
Lead. Learn. Proclaim.”
Louis American’s Person of
SLUH’s campus minis- the Year.
ters appreciated the tremen“It’s an incredible hondous support the institution or to be recognized by the

D

Campus Ministry receives ‘Lead.
Learn. Proclaim.’ award from NCEA
artwork | Lancer Li

flexible about what it is we
are going to ask people to
have as far as a device. When
we decided that the best
thing right now is two years
of iPads, two years of BYOD,
nobody looked at that like,
‘once we get this settled,
we’re good for ten years, and
we’ll check it out then’,” said
Missey.
This year, the committee
decided that it was time to
do an in-depth evaluation of
how the current device policy is going and how it could
be changed to make devices

that we can understand best
what device would be right
for the students, what device
plan would be right for the
students.”
The committee also sent
a survey to teachers.
“We were trying to look
at some of the different aspects of usage, and what people value in the classroom,
and what they value outside
of the classroom,” said Chura.
The committee is currently evaluating the survey
results.
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LUH Campus Ministry
has recently been awarded
the Lead. Learn. Proclaim.
award from the National
Catholic Education Program
(NCEA). The award “recognizes the outstanding efforts,
contributions, and achievements on behalf of Catholic
school education,” according
to the NCEA website. Assistant Principal for Mission,
Jim Linhares nominated
Campus Ministry; this is the
first time they have ever been
recognized for their outstanding work.
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Trombonist Andre Hayward pays
a visit
Famed for his work with the Lincoln Center Orchestra in New
York, jazz trombonist Andre
Hayward led a clinic during activity period on Tuesday. Page 2
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Chess falls to Webster
On Wednesday the chess team
©2017 St. Louis University High lost their first match to Webster.
School Prep News. No material may Read about why the team is unbe reprinted without the permission perturbed by the loss and what
of the editors and moderator.
makes this team special. Page 2

“Seeing, first hand, the
experiences (of students),
helping their relationship
with God–that’s ultimately
why I’m here,” said Campus Ministry department
chair, Nicholas Ehlman. “The
school provided resources
for us and our programming,
and I’m honored to work as a
team with a common vision
that is student-focused.”
Campus Ministry was
judged based on their performance of upholding the values of Lead. Learn. Proclaim.,
which include actively modeling service to others within
the community, supporting a
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Butler serves up tables
Junior Rory Butler has taken to
making tables in his free time.
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Professional jazz trombonist Andre
Hayward gives jazz band clinic

artwork | Ian Mulvihill
BY Jack Schweizer
CORE STAFF

K

nown for his role in the
Lincoln Center Orchestra in New York, jazz trombonist Andre Hayward came
to St. Louis U. High on Tuesday to conduct a clinic for the
jazz bands. Hayward is the
second jazz musician to visit
SLUH this year through the
Jazz St. Louis program.
As a local non-profit,
Jazz St. Louis “promotes,
presents, and preserves jazz
in greater St. Louis through
performance, education, and
outreach activities that build
youth and adult audiences for
jazz,” according to their website.
Part of their education
and outreach activities include sending some of the
most famous jazz musicians
to local high schools, like

SLUH, free of charge.
Working in conjunction
with Jazz at the Lincoln Center, Jazz St. Louis helped bring
Hayward into town with the
objective of broadening regional jazz in a new program
called “Essentially Ellington.”
“What they’re doing is
they’re trying to create regional programs throughout
various cities and states, and
St. Louis is one of the locations,” said Hayward.
When musicians are
available from Jazz St. Louis,
Fine Arts teacher and jazz
band instructor Jeff Pottinger
gets notified through his
email subscription, and works
the clinic into the schedule.
“He really talked about
incorporating the melody
into
our
improvisation,
and then a lot of stuff about
rhythm,” said Curdt. “I think
my favorite thing that he said

was everyone is a percussion
instrument, so it’s all about
the rhythm that were playing.”
Hayward also talked
about his musical career,
which started at a young age
in Austin, Texas by listening
to Gospel music from his parents, both musicians themselves.
“I really identify with
how he was talking about always being around music,”
said junior Joseph Hartung,
a trombone player in the jazz
band. “I also listened to a lot
of music when I was little and
I think I really got a lot out of
the importance he placed on
the actual listening to music,
not just sitting there and reading music off a page but actually getting involved in the
music scene, like being a part
of the music rather than just
reading it.”
After Hayward played

and took a solo with a SLUH
jazz band, Pottinger was astounded by his level of complexity and sound.
“It was fantastic,” said
Pottinger. “If nothing else just
to hear his sound, which is
such a hard thing to emulate
on the brass instruments. To
have that kind of sound is just
beautiful.”
Hayward not only enjoyed playing with the jazz
band, but also was impressed
by their playing abilities.
“I had a great time. You
guys all played great, it was
nice to come in and sit in with
you. Everybody played strong
solos,” said Hayward. “I just
wish we had a longer session,
so we could talk about more
music.”
Pottinger does not know
of any jazz musicians coming to SLUH again in the immediate future, but hopes the
opportunity will come again
soon, as it greatly benefits the
students.
Hartung has already noticed a difference in the band’s
playing.
“They really make the
ensemble play tighter rhythmically, they make us sound
way better than we did before,
and they think of things, ways
of arranging, or just ways of
playing that we didn’t necessarily think of,” said Hartung.
“And when we follow their
advice we sound much, much
better.”

Varsity WoPo coach Baud honored with Bill
Barnett Award by USA Water Polo

Baud directing varsity water polo.
BY John Burke
REPORTER

P

January 13, 2016

hysics teacher and varsity water polo coach Paul
Baudendistel, affectionately
known as Coach Baud, was
awarded with the Bill Barnett
Award for the Midwest Zone
of USA Water Polo last Friday.
The award recognizes a men’s
water polo coach whose performance exemplifies leadership, excellence, and sportsmanship at the high school
level.
Ray Kreienkamp, ’07, is
a member of the USA Water
Polo Midwest Zone board,
and he helped nominate Baudendistel for the award. USA
Water Polo is the largest orga-

nization in the United States
that sanctions non-scholastic
water polo competition, and
the Midwest Zone of USA
Water Polo handles club water polo for the Midwestern
states, which include the water polo powerhouses in Chicago and Southern Michigan.
Kreienkamp is also a
head coach of Jungle Cat Water Polo Club, which is the
club of choice for most SLUH
water polo athletes. Jungle
Cat Water Polo was founded in 1998 by Baudendistel
himself, and has become one
of the strongest clubs in St.
Louis. Throughout the years,
Baudendistel, with the help of
Kreienkamp, has used Jungle
Cat Water Polo as an opportunity to help grow the club
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water polo scene in St. Louis.
Because of his contributions to USA Water Polo,
Kreienkamp nominated Baudendistel for the award in the
fall of 2016.
“While the award is given through USAWP and recognizes his contributions with
Jungle Cat Water Polo, it also
recognizes his impact on water polo in the St. Louis area
through his accomplishments
at SLUH,” said Kreienkamp.
“He was a great candidate for
the award because of what he
has done with SLUH, JCWP
(Jungle Cat Water Polo), and
for water polo in our area in
general.”
The Bill Barnett Award
has a level of prestige to it, as
it is typically an award that a

significant number of coaches
are nominated for it.
“The award he won is
generally one of the harder
awards to win because there
are so many coaches in the
area of boys high school,” said
Kreienkamp.
In previous years, there
have been very few St. Louis
coaches who have won the
award. Baudendistel’s winning the award, following
MICDS water polo coach Don
Casey’s winning it last year for
his long time contributions to
the sport, is a great step in the
recognition of St. Louis water
polo, which continues to grow
and get better.
“I’m excited we were able
to recognize him. I think it’s
good publicity for SLUH, for
Jungle Cat Water Polo, and for
water polo in St. Louis in general,” said Kreienkamp.
Baudendistel himself is
honored and humbled by the
award, but he doesn’t see it as
a stopping point for him, as he
will continue to work hard at
improving SLUH water polo
and St. Louis area water polo.
“This is a program
award. My name is attached
to it, but other names should
be too: Charlie Busenhart,
John Penilla, Dick Wehner,
Dave Laughlin, I can think
of plenty of others, including
players. A coach is never better than his players,” said Baudendistel.

Chess team falls to
Webster Groves for
first loss of season

Sophomore Ben Kleffner
BY Paul Gillam
REPORTER			

T

he chess team lost to
Webster on Wednesday
at home, 16-14.
SLUH took boards one,
played by senior Will Kelly,
and three, played by freshman Thomas Reilly, and lost
boards two, four and five. On
the JV boards, sophomore
Ben Kleffner won board six,
and junior Will Schmitt won
board seven. Unfortunately,
points are only awarded for
boards one through five, or
else SLUH would have taken
the win.
This is the first loss for
the chess team, which is now
3-1.
“I had no idea how Webster was, but they ended up
being a pretty strong team,”
says Kelly, a regular at board
one.
Since this is the first
year Webster has had a team,
SLUH has not previously
played them.
There are several talented
teams that the Chessbills will
have to play in the future,
among them the Vianney A
team and Ladue, both known
for their phenomenal chess
programs. So the chances that
the team would go through
the entire season unscathed
were low.
“(Going
undefeated)
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wasn’t the realistic goal of
the season,” Kelly said, so the
team is not disappointed with
the loss, but is using it to learn
how to develop better play.
Varsity chess coach and
Latin teacher Rich Esswein
was happy with the outcome
of the match, saying that
“everyone played very fine
games.” All the losing boards
played solid games, including
junior Connor Worley. Even
though down significantly,
Worley almost checkmated
his opponent towards the end
of the game. Sophomore John
Marx also came close to winning, but eventually was overcome.
The Chess Club has expanded a lot this year. Both
Esswein and Kelly are happy
with the program’s depth as
there are quite a few players
who could easily play board
three, four, or five. One of
the good things about having plenty of possible players
is that when the seniors in the
club are on project, their spots
can be easily filled.
“I think this shows that
we are able to plug in some
guys and be able to beat a
pretty good team,” Esswein
said.
Next week the Chessbills take on St. Louis Metro
at SLUH and aspire to come
back from the ashes of defeat,
stronger than ever.

Honduras Halfway Point

photo | courtesy of Zach Hennes and Joseph Reznikov
After over two weeks of service in Honduras, the seniors are halfway
through their project. Seniors Joseph Reznikov and Zach Hennes can be
seen caring for malnourished children in the above photos. The other seniors on the project include Blake Johnson, Tim Moritz, and Joe Laughlin.
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Behind the Scenes
@ SLUH: Emmitte
Prince, custodial
staff member and
security guard
Reporter Luke Wilmes sat
down with Custodial and Security staff member Emmitte
Prince to discuss his role in the
SLUH community.
Luke Wilmes: What’s
your story? How did you arrive at SLUH?
Emmite Prince: I started in 2001. Dee Byrd hired
me. I came from the Casino
Queen. I left there and came
to work with Dee Byrd, who
I’ve worked with since 2001.
I moved into the SLUH community a year after I started.
Shortly after I started doing
security as well as custodial
work and it’s been a nice ride.
I like the people I’m working
with right now. That’s pretty
much the whole story. Fr. Sheridan was the one who gave me
the opportunity to work two
jobs here. Before, I was working at a cleaning company in
Clayton, and when I moved
into the SLUH community,
Fr. Sheridan asked me how I’d
feel, since I was already in the
SLUH community, instead of
going all the way to Clayton,
if I wanted to just do security
at night time so I wouldn’t
have to drive. I took him up
on that, so he told me to talk
to Charlie Clark who is my
supervisor, and the rest is history.
LW: Sounds like you’re a
pretty busy guy.
EP: Oh I’m super busy
man. I work from about 7:30
in the morning to ten or eleven at night. I have a busy day
every day. My main goal is
safety for y’all out there. Every

day, that’s my job is to keep
y’all safe. The biggest concern
is for the safety of the kids. I
just keep doing what I need
to do.
LW: What’s your favorite
part of the work day?
EP: My favorite part of
the day is probably just coming to work, really. I like what
I do here. Everybody’s nice
and we get along with each
other.
LW: Where were you before you came to SLUH?
EP: We lived in Belleville
before we moved over here.
Actually, my wife wants to go
back to Belleville. She’d love to
move back to Belleville. She
said she didn’t want to come
over to Saint Louis, but she’s
getting used to it. She’s coming around.
LW: Did you grow up in
Belleville? Do you have family
there?
EP: Yeah I did and we’ve
got family over there. On
weekends or whenever we’ve
got time we go over there. My
mother is still in Illinois, and
my wife’s parents are still in Illinois so we visit them pretty
often.
LW: What’s one of the
most exciting or interesting
things you’ve come across at
SLUH?
EP: Well there’s always
something interesting going
on at SLUH. But I’d have to say
the seniors. They are the most
interesting things I’ve come
across recently. They are quite
a handful, but I guess boys will
be boys.

PN Puzzle
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Senior Project Spotlights
Gateway Michael Elementary
BY Joe Lux
REPORTER

G

ateway Michael Elementary School is a Saint
Louis public school for physically and developmentally disabled children in grades pre-K
through eight.
Nine SLUH students
have chosen to serve at the
school for their Senior Project: Joe Schwartz, Joe Knapp,
Joe L’Hommedieu, Kurt Lindhorst, Paul Hambene, Peyton
Myrick, Ben Anderson, Grant
Hogan, and Christian Boxdorfer.
“At 8:00 in the morning,
I’ll go into school and hang
out with the kids while a lot
of them eat breakfast,” said
Boxdorfer. The volunteers
sit in on classes and help the
students with assignments or
extra teaching.
Boxdorfer works in the
seventh and eighth grade

classrooms. “I usually find
myself helping a few of the
students who struggle with
basic math, reading, and writing,” he said.
The seniors follow the
students through their schedule, going to art, music, and
PE classes.
“At lunch time, I’ll go
sit with the students and talk
to them while they eat,” said
Boxdorfer. “After that, my
class has recess, and I’ll play
basketball with them or toss
around a rubber ball.”
After more classes, it’s
time for the students to go
home.
Boxdorfer said, “At the
end of the day, I sit with the
other SLUH kids and the students while they wait for their
busses to pick them up. I talk
with them and keep them
company until it’s 3:00.”

The International
Institute
BY Matthew
REPORTER

S

Curdt

eniors Galen Bacharier,
Nicholas Gima, Anthony
Covelli, Cory Thomason,
Mark Enslin, Aaron Fisher,
David Gordon, Luke Gassett,
Drew Bazzell, and Dominick
Gherardini have spent the last
two weeks working with students at Bayless Elementary.
Located in an Affton neighborhood, Bayless Elementary
is a public elementary school
filled with over 700 students.
Gherardini, who works with
kindergarteners, chose the site
because of the short commute
and because he had never
worked with young children
before.
“My favorite moment

is when, after the first week,
the kids came up and hugged
me,” Gherardini said. “It is
eye-opening by showing you
an entire different world that
is only minutes from your
home.”
While Gherardini provides academic help in the
classroom, senior Mark Enslin functions as an art assistant, helping with ideas on
their creations or operating
the high-temperature hot glue
for the younger students.
“One cool thing is going
into the cafeteria and seeing
all the kids and they all want
you to sit by them. That’s fun,”
said Enslin. “The kids can get
pretty rowdy, but the teacher
is really good at calming them

Dorsey

T

he International Institute
of St. Louis helps immigrants and refugees adjust to
their new community. One senior, Matt Smith, is spending
his January there for Senior
Project. In only a short time,
the International Institute has
left an impact on Smith’s life.
“My first day went swimmingly, and I could really tell
in the first hour or so present
that the place offered something huge,” Smith said.
Smith is working as a
teacher to help refugees learn
English.
“To be in the position of
teacher, to be forced to break
elements into their simplest
words and ideas, to commu-

Bayless Elementary
BY Thomas
REPORTER

nicate by physical objects and
acting and humor, is one of
the most pleasant reversals
I’ve felt in my life thus far,”
said Smith.
Smith said that he has
been challenged at times by
the task of teaching others to
speak a new language, but he
embraces the opportunity.
“It’s difficult, grueling
work sometimes, to spend
hours on one concept only to
feel that no one has picked up
on it. But I know they will, at
some point,” says Smith.
He is also the only senior
working at the International
Institute this January.
“I actually kind of prefer
it that way, makes me get more
intimate with the community,
feel more like an adult,” said
Smith.

The Miriam School
BY Rob Garner
REPORTER

S

enior Scotty Villhard is
spending his Senior Project working at the Miriam
School, a school for children
with learning disabilities in
the state of Missouri.
The mission of the school
is to help improve the lives
of students and their families
through innovative and comprehensive programs as well
as by encouraging children
with learning disabilities to
recognize and successfully
meet their full potential, according to its website.
The organization was
chartered in 1910 as a local
chapter of the United Order
True Sisters, and focused on
community service. The official school was founded in
1956, and was dedicated to
serving children with developmental disabilities. This
focus changed in 1962 with
the establishment of special
education programs in public schools, so Miriam began
to serve children with learning disabilities. Today, the

Across
1. 21 __________ (movie)
7. What sound does an owl make?
8. The original matter that (according
to the big bang theory) existed before
the formation of the chemical elements
9. The beak or bill of bird or nose of an
animal
11. Non-Expanding Recreational Foam;
a type of gun
12. To strongly encourage or urge
(someone) to do something
15. Famous ones include Drew and
Mariah
16. In sociology, two people involved in
an ongoing relationship or interaction
19. Term of venery for gnats
20. The Prep News is a ______ newspaper
21. Mr. Peanut and wealthy people are
known to wear these
crossword | Anna Chechik
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school enrolls 96 students and
works to make sure they have
the necessary accommodations, curriculum, and modifications to fit their learning
needs.
Villhard is spending his
time at Miriam School working in room 10, where his job
is to help the children with
their projects and assignments throughout the day.
According to Villhard,
“The kids are great, they’re
smart, they each have struggles in their own way that I
help them work with, and
I just really enjoy working
there”.
Villhard finds the atmosphere of the school to be very
calm and the members of the
staff are all nice, professional,
and very good at the jobs they
do.
Villhard highly encourages other students at SLUH
to consider Miriam School as
their choice for Senior Project.
“It’s fantastic, and I think
you’ll have a great time working there”, said Vilhard.

Down
1. This character has dual personalities:
Dr. ______ and Mr. Hyde
2. French word for apple
3. City in Canada; where Drake is from
4. This came alive in the movie Night at
the Museum
5. An adjectival expression: “hot to
____”
6. An ancient wedge-shaped script used
in Mesopotamia and Persia
10. A type of art that was popular in the
1920s and 1930s; often associated with
architecture
12. A catchy tune that gets stuck in
your head
13. Also known as allergic rhinitis: ___
fever
14. Last name of first American woman
to fly in space
15. SLUH guys are known for being
this; synonym of conceited
17. The remnants of a liquid
18. “____, poor Yorick!” - William
Shakespeare
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Religious minorities at SLUH: discussing non-Catholic views
at a Catholic institution
BY Brad Gale and Nathan
Wild
REPORTERS

A

t St. Louis U. High, religion is often celebrated
as a defining foundation of
the morals and beliefs that the
school is built upon. We continue our Catholic tradition
though our focus on Jesuit
education. At SLUH, there are
constant embodiments and
implementations of Catholic
life in facets such as Catholic
artwork, faith in our curriculum, all-school masses, and
retreats.
However, SLUH is also a
very accepting school, and has
embraced many students of
various religious backgrounds
into its fold throughout the
years. Today, there are many
SLUH students who identify spiritually with religions
other than Catholicism. These
students bring a great impact
to the school’s diversifying religious life.
Junior James Storgion is
the son of a Greek Orthodox
father and a Catholic mother.
He was baptized and raised
according to the Greek Orthodox faith, but enjoys the
religious diversity at SLUH as
a way to strengthen his own
faith life.
“Its nice to have two conflicting sides and being able to
make my choice. Its also great
to have talks with Catholics
and people of other faith to
kind of see what their opinion
is to help me grow in my own
faith life,” said Storgion.
Senior Jacob Elieff is a
Presbyterian, but has been
a part of the Catholic school
system his whole life.
“I am a Presbyterian, unbaptized,” said Elieff. “I hold
Christian values close, so
religion through SLUH isn’t

artwork | Lancer Li

much different, I just don’t
take communion at Mass.”
Jacob Elieff feels that his
past four years at SLUH have
encouraged and solidified his
religious nature.
“My faith has been
strengthened by SLUH faculty, especially in Mr. Martel’s
theology class this semester.
Listening to him speak in
class is something I look forward to each day because I
am able to ask myself deeper
questions about my faith and
how faith affects important
life decisions,” said Elieff.
The Islamic faith is currently practiced by seven students at SLUH.
One practicing Muslim is
sophomore Ali Hamed, who
said that he felt included on
retreats. Outside of the particular religious teachings, he
sees similarities in the more
general topics of fraternal love
and morality in each religion.
“The fact that we got
closer together during my
freshman retreat and by learning about brotherhood and

loving others really helped me
grow closer to God,” said Ali.
“I remember a Mass early in
the morning when we were all
still in our pajamas. Mr. Curdt
was talking about how this retreat reflects your relationship
with God, whether you are
Catholic, Jewish, or Muslim.
He taught me how important
it was to give grace to God
and that loving another person really helps you grow as a
person.”
Every year, students are
educated on religions other
than Catholicism and how to
build a faith life that is open to
other ideologies. These classes
are met with varied views
from students who believe in
religions other than Christianity.
“Though I may not be a
Catholic, the theology classes
at SLUH are very interesting
and give moral guidance on
how to live my life,” said senior Syed Fakhryzada, a nonpracticing Muslim. “SLUH
has definitely made my faith
stronger and has opened my

mind to a whole new religion.
I am very thankful for my theology teachers. I am able to
incorporate the things I learn
in theology class into my own
religion and everyday life.”
Junior Ezana Ephrem
is an Ethiopian Orthodox,
which shares similarities
with other Eastern Orthodox
churches, but with African
cultural additions. Ephrem
believes the classes have
their ups and downs, varying throughout the subject of
each year.
“I like junior year theology because it doesn’t have to
do with specific religion, but
is more about religion in general. Sophomore year I was
less interested because it was
specifically about sacraments
and other stuff.”
Senior Connor Flack,
who is United Methodist,
noted how theology classes at
SLUH have distinctly affected
his faith.
“Religion class and Masses have solidified my Protestant beliefs by driving me

Junior Butler uses woodworking prowess to
start up custom table business
BY Riley McEnery
REPORTER

J

unior Rory Butler has created a small business constructing custom wooden
tables, a skill that he has developed over the course of a
year.
Butler began building
tables his sophomore year after seeing his sister build her
own for her then-new home
in University City.
“I thought that if she
could build one then I could
also build one,” said Butler.
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One of Butler’s tables.

He decided to try to
sell his first custom table on
Craigslist, and it sold right
away. He began to make a
small business out of his new
hobby, making custom tables
for different customers.
“Because the tables are
custom, people request how
big or what style they want for
each table,” Butler explained.
There can be a lot of challenges that come along with
woodworking. Since wood is
very unpredictable, Butler has
to be aware of different types
of grain, patterns, knots, or
imperfections of any kind.
“With each table there
are difficulties that arise and
things that you have to overcome,” said Butler.
The process of constructing a table starts with getting
the wood necessary for making it. Butler typically gets
his wood from Home Depot,
but hopes he can find a better
source in the future.
He then takes the wood

to his garage, where he begins
by cutting the pieces that will
become the legs of the table.
“I then go back to Home
Depot to get the tabletop
boards, which are wider and
longer,” Butler said.
There are a lot of specifics to look for in this type of
wood. The boards can’t be
warped or cracked in order to
work well for the tabletop.
When the top is complete, Butler assembles the
legs and the top together to
make the shape of the table.
“Making the tabletop is
probably the hardest process
because it’s difficult to screw
the bottom together,” Butler
explained.
The tables can also be difficult to maneuver because of
their heavy weight. At times,
Butler has needed help from
several other people just to
move the table.
Butler also has to sand
and finish the table several
times to perfect the texture.

He uses a process in which
he sands the top a total of
three times to get the surface
as smooth as possible. Butler also rounds the corners
and edges of the table to get a
good shape.
“The top is probably the
hardest part but it’s also the
most fun,” he said.
Butler’s inspiration for
his unique skill comes from
his mom, who taught him
how to make tables in the first
place.
“Her dad was a really
handy guy and she learned
from him, so she’s been doing
these types of projects around
our house ever since I was
little,” said Butler.
Although it’s taxing and
hard work, constructing tables is rewarding for Butler.
“My favorite part is finishing it and seeing it all done.
They do look really nice, and
it’s cool to think about how I
made it,” said Butler.

towards Protestantism more,”
said Flack. “Being exposed
to so much Catholicism has
made me definitely choose to
opt out of Catholicism for a
more friendly and open and
progressive form of Christianity.”
Greek Orthodox and senior Angelo Karagiannis also
reflected negatively on the
impact from Catholic learning on his different faith.
“If anything, theology
class has made me believe less
in God,” said Karagiannis.
Atheist John Reiss finds
displeasure in theology classes because he is being taught
the opposite of what he individually believes in.
“I don’t like studying
something that I will never
use in real life,” Reiss said. “It
seems like they are strongly
enforcing their beliefs onto
me. However, I like the junior
year classes because they give
you a topic and you have to
debate it. The class has a more
general outlook than just religion itself.”
Having variations of faith
in theology classes create a
unique learning environment
that the teacher must learn to
overcome in order to get the
message to all students.
“It’s both a challenge
and an opportunity for me to
grow, for the student to grow,
and for the Catholic students
in the room to grow. I do try
in my classes on one hand to
teach the faith authentically
and on the other to respect
the personal beliefs of people
who do not share the entirety
of my faith,” said theology
teacher Christopher Keeven.
“Having students that are
nonbelievers is particularly
interesting because they chal-

lenge the presumptions that
Catholic students would not
challenge and they make us
teachers do our homework
and make sure that we know
our material in a way that is
exciting.”
A number of students
reject the specificity of religion, choosing instead to believe rather in a greater being.
These students are considered
agnostics, not atheists.
“I was raised Catholic
and when I was in the seventh grade, I decided I was
an atheist after thinking a lot
about it,” said junior Emanuel
Parker. “Since I have been
at SLUH and learned more
about religion, especially junior year, I began to consider
myself an agnostic. Freshman
year, when I told Mr. Sciuto
I was an atheist, he told me
that even he went through a
phase when he was in college.
He said it happens to a lot of
people and so I wouldn’t be
surprised if someday I do become Catholic again.”
“If anything, the SLUH
experience has made me
thought about theology more.
If you had asked me coming
into SLUH, I would say that
I was a straight-up atheist,
there is no God. But through
the theology classes, that view
was definitely challenged and
they encouraged me to think
about what I did believe in
more depth, which is how
I have come to my current
understanding,” said junior
Theodore Gerard.
Both Gerard and Parker
have found immense help
for their faith life at SLUH,
especially from the Theology
department and the retreats
they have gone on thus far in
their high school career.

Mothers’ Club
Lenten Evening of
Reflection
Feb. 23 at SLUH
with
Fr. David
Meconi, S.J.
Open to SLUH
parents, alumni
parents, Loyola
Academy
parents, SLUH
alumni and friends
Deadline for
reservations is
Feb. 14
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Purnell honored for work on racial Campus Ministry awarded for
equality in St. Louis
efforts in Catholic education
(continued from page 1)

ten more important than trying to change individual behaviors,” said Purnell.
Purnell cites his time at
St. Louis University High as
crucial to shaping his worldview. As a freshman, he
founded a nonprofit called the
Association of Youth for Social Change.
“I first began to take the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and
the call for radical love seriously at SLUH with remarkable teachers in theology and
beyond. I also encountered
the intellectual traditions and
tools necessary for my current
work there. It was a critical
foundation,” said Purnell.
Purnell believes strongly
in student-led action and
thinks that current students
have a lot at their disposal,
Facebook and Twitter, as well
as youth leadership organizations like Wyman and FOCUS
St. Louis.
“Find a very specific
area where you want to have
an impact, find out who else
is working in that area, and
determine what tangible contribution you can make. One
of the mistakes we (students)
made in our work (with the
Association of Youth For Social Change) was failing to
scan the environment for
needs and fully taking advantage of existing resources, including adults who could help
Purnell speaking at graduation in 1995.
photo | Dauphin Yearbook us,” said Purnell.
American, not just because
of its prominence among African American newspapers
and weekly newspapers nationally, but because it is such
a trusted institution within
the African American community and the larger St.
Louis community. There is
something very special about
having my work validated
in my hometown. I grew up
reading the American,” said
Purnell, who recalled that he
had written a commentary for
the American 25 years ago,
while a student at SLUH, after
Los Angeles erupted in riots
following the verdict in the
Rodney King trial.
“We are still dealing with
many of the same issues today, but I am in a position to
help shape the way that we are

responding as a region now.
Seeing that arc is very gratifying. I’m also incredibly humbled by the honor. I know
that there is nothing I’ve accomplished that is about just
me. There are so many people
involved, and they’re all people of the year to me. We are
going to get things done together. We already have,” said
Purnell.
One of the greatest challenges Purnell has faced in his
work with “For the Sake of
All” has been trying to implement systemic change.
“There is a cultural predisposition to focus on the
individual while neglecting
structural and historical factors that lead to disparities in
health and other outcomes.
And intervening on systems,
policies, and structures is of-

(continued from page 1)

has given to help the department grow over the years.
“There’s been more
school subsidization (of retreats) and they’ve evolved
and expanded significantly,”
said Anzalone.
Campus Ministry now
coordinates all three drives a
year, began the liturgical music for school masses, and has
taken over the Community
Service Program.

“It’s humbling to be recognized like that. This is a
great honor,” said Anzalone.
“The best part is working with the people: the team
and the students,” said campus
minister Brian Gilmore. “It’s
an eclectic mix of people with
different strengths.”
The Campus Ministry
team has grown closer and
more cohesive in the past
eight years.
“We work more as a team,

5

and every element has at least
two of us working together on
it,” said Anzalone.
“We have a great trust in
one another, and know that
we are all capable and come
through,” said Gilmore.
The NCEA national convention will be held in St.
Louis in April, and the campus ministers will attend the
dinner to receive their award.

After problems with messes,
Kesterson moves to assigned
seating for underclassman lunch
(continued from page 1)

sitting around tables, so one
guy is sitting off of the table,
they eat their food, and that
food goes on the ground,” said
Kesterson.
The assigned tables allow just ten students per
table, matching the number
of chairs that fit comfortably
around the tables. This way,
students are forced to pick
their lunch-mates wisely.
“I am not a fan. I feel it’s
very restricting and prevents
us from being social with the
rest of our class. I enjoy sit-

PN Vault

ting by my close friends, but
I’d like to sit with other people
sometimes too. I’m also not a
fan of the fact that we can only
have ten people at our table.
My friend group had split up
once already because we got
too big and now we had to
split up those two tables,” said
freshman Kyle McEnery.
“I think it’s pretty stupid
to be honest. There’s a couple
tables where my friends sit
at now, I can’t sit with all of
them, so I have to pick,” said
sophomore Zack Bievenue.
Kesterson plans to main-

tain the freshmen and sophomores’ assigned tables until
the end of the third quarter,
possibly extending the consequence if the problem persists.
“It doesn’t really take
that much extra effort to keep
this place clean. The goal is to
make guys aware what’s going
on around them and make
sure they are accountable for
their actions and taking responsibility for their school.
In general, people need to be
more caring about the facility and about the people who
work here,” said Kesterson.

Snowpocalypse
An article published in Prep News 79, Issue 21
detailed the effects of a large snowfall on SLUH’s
school schedule. Due to a record 15 inches of
snow, SLUH’s Christmas break was extended by
two days. Former Principal John Moran called off
Monday classes by mid-afternoon Sunday, one of
the earliest cancellations in his then six years as
principal.
—compiled by Luke Wilmes
and Riley McEnery.
archives | Prep News Vol. 79

Interested in writing? Artistry?
Photography? Research?
The Prep News is for you.
Any writers, artists, and/or photographers
who are interested in participating in the
Prep News are invited to come up to the
Prep News office (J220) right
after school today.
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Jesuit Cup stays at home, hockey continues late season push
Will Farroll
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High
hockey squad defended
its Jesuit Cup title against De
Smet last Friday, taking advantage of a second period
surge and finishing off the
Spartans 5-2.
De Smet caught the Jr.
Bills off guard in what seemed
to be a one-sided game in the
early moments. Because the
Spartans are a smaller team,
they rely on quickness and
agility rather than size and
power. In the beginning, the
Jr. Bills had trouble keeping
De Smet out of the offensive
zone and the Spartans continued to attack, slipping through
the Jr. Bills’ forecheck.
Eventually the persistence paid off, and De Smet
scored on a shot from a defenseman with 12:58 left in
the first period to take the 1-0
lead.

“They came out hard and
we were really flat-footed, but
they definitely came out hard,
and this is a game we needed
where we got a lot of push
back from the other team,”
said head coach Kevin Fitzpatrick. “They were physical
and fast, and it really got our
attention.”
Despite more attempts,
De Smet was unable to get
another puck behind sophomore goalie Brendan Rasch.
Though the Spartans had a
man advantage with 2:29 left,
a penalty of their own negated
it.
The second period was
a different story for the Jr.
Bills. They began to handle
the quick Spartan offense and
play a more physical game.
“(Seniors) Hoffmeister,
Riley, and Sextro played really well. They took the body
on the forecheck which made
a big difference for us,” said

Senior captain Luke Gassett hoisting the Jesuit Cup last Friday night.

Fitzpatrick.
Late in the period, after
both teams received penalties,
sophomore Christian Berger
slid a puck to senior captain
Luke Gassett, who took a shot
that was just barely saved by
the De Smet goalie. Senior
Chaz Palumbo pounced on
the puck like a cat on a yarn

ball and batted it into the back
of the net to tie the game at
one with 2:45 left.
Ten seconds later, sophomore Justin Jacoby had a
lightning pass to sophomore
captain Henry Wagner at
the edge of the blue line, and
Wagner walked the puck up
to the net and put it five hole
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for a 2-1 SLUH lead at the end
of the second period.
“In a couple of games,
it’s always been close in the
first period, period and a half,
and then all of a sudden, we
score two or three in a row. It’s
just that we wear those teams
down,” said Fitzpatrick.
“The key to a hockey

game is that you have to survive the first five minute wave,
and they got one on us, but
I thought we bounced back
fine. That’s just what you have
to do,” said Gassett.
After the bench talks, De
Smet came out with the small
bit of fire they had left and
capitalized, after Gassett took
a penalty for cross-checking,
to tie the game at two.
Only 30 seconds later,
sophomore Gabe Schwartz
put a puck in the back of the
net, but it was quickly pulled
out by a De Smet defender.
After a long referee conversation and arguing from both
teams, the goal was called
back and the game remained
tied.
Unfortunately for De
Smet, the penalty game that
had worked in their favor
would become their demise
at the hands of Wagner. On

continued on page 8

Ferrell, ’88, from SLUH player to NHL coach, becomes first franchise coach from STL
Will Farroll and Andrew
Modder
SPORTS EDITORS

S

ince graduating St. Louis U.
High in 1988, Sean Ferrell,
current St. Louis Blues video
coach, has gone from playing
competitive hockey, to working in corporate America, to
living his dream as an NHL
coach and the first Blues coach
hailing from St. Louis.
Ferrell played competitive
hockey when he was younger,
including four years at the
high school varsity level at
SLUH and nearly three years
in the North American Junior
Hockey League with the St.
Louis Jr. Blues.
Fifteen years ago, Ferrell’s
coaching career began when
he worked with his children’s
youth hockey teams.
“I started to specialize in
the coaching area of skill development,” said Ferrell, now
in his fourth year working for
the Blues as the video coach.
“One of my strong suits was
skating skills, so power skating, stride efficiency, speed,
and the puck skills, stick skills,
shooting skills all followed
suit.”
In 2005, a group of Blues
players, including defensemen
Bryce Salvador and Barrett
Jackman and forward Jamal
Mayers, had been working at
the Hockey Academy with the
current head athletic trainer
Ray Barile and former video
coach Jamie Kompon.
“I was working in corporate America at the time, there
weren’t many coaching jobs
back then,” said Ferrell. “If you
wanted to make a living as a
coach you would be working
for the St. Louis Blues, and I really hadn’t gotten to that point
in my life where I had built the
right skill set to be here.”
A friend reached out to
Ferrell asking him to help out

with defensemen at a youth
hockey camp, a camp where
Mayers and Salvador were also
instructing. Ferrell’s coaching
of professional players sprouted from his volunteering at
this youth camp.
“(I) got a phone call from
Bryce about two weeks later
asking who I was, where I
played, if I would be interested
in doing something more extensive in the coaching area,
and I made the decision to
take the leap out of corporate
America and start heading
down the path of coaching
professionally,” said Ferrell.
Ferrell began working
with a small group of four or
five NHL players, primarily
dealing in the area of basic skill
development in the offseason.
He coached professionals who
made St. Louis their home,
and collegiate players like Cam
Jansen and Pat Maroon, and
eventually his group grew to
25 players.
“We do have other players who make St. Louis their
home, they play for other
teams, but in the summer it’s
a developmental process,”
said Ferrell. “We’re not sharing trade secrets but basically
working one-on-one with people, and that’s been incredibly
rewarding. If there are NHL
players who make St. Louis
their home, they’ll seek each
other out or they’ll find me.”
The NHL had its most
recent player lockout in the
2012-2013 season, which Ferrell described as the jumping
off point for his career with the
Blues. The lockout shortened
the season to 48 games instead
of 82, meaning players had
about four months away from
playing games.
Ten to 12 Blues players
spent that time working with
Ferrell in his skill development
programs, and, through net-

working, Ferrell received a call
from Blues head coach Ken
Hitchcock offering him the
position of head video coach
for the team.
Ferrell’s work as the video
coach is vital to the performance of the team on the ice,
as he watches and analyzes opponents’ games several times
in order to prepare the Blues
for those teams. He also records every small detail in each
Blues game, from the goals to
the passes between players.
“The analytical side of the
game is something I feel I have
always been pretty good at,
moreso now than ever before,
but I think the other thing is
that you’re constantly learning something,” said Ferrell.
“To be able to wake up every
day and walk into a building as

part of a team with a common
goal and still collectively with
everyone else know you can
learn more, it just keeps you
thirsty for showing up every
day.”
Through his analysis of
all these games, Ferrell is able
to figure out the strengths and
weaknesses of the Blues’ opponents and how the team can
defend or exploit them.
Ferrell values the team
aspect behind all of the hard
work he puts in, which continually motivates him to strive to
move his way up the coaching
ladder despite all of the sacrifices of travel and long periods
of time away from family and
friends throughout the nine
months of the season.
“There’s a lot of sleepless
weeks, but I think being part of

a team is most enjoyable thing.
In business, you’re part of a
team and you have goals that
are usually more long-term, so
there is an immediacy to success and failure, and I like that
intensity,” said Ferrell.
Ferrell’s work does not
stop once the NHL season
ends, as he works extensively
with Blues prospects, newly
drafted players, junior players in both Canada and the
United States, and the Chicago
Wolves, the Blues’ American
League affiliate.
“It’s basically a 12-month
job, and some guys take the
two and a half month break
in the summer to go to seminars and become students of
the game in every way they
can, and then there’s guys who
skate more. I skate almost ev-

ery day in the summer with
somebody,” said Ferrell.
As he continues to work
for the Blues, Ferrell aspires to
continue to climb the coaching
ladder, and he feels supported
in his journey when his players express interest in working
with him long-term.
“I get asked if I ever think
I will be a head coach, and
I don’t know if that’s a goal. I
think being an assistant coach
(with) my skill set is better in
one-on-one with players and
their development,” said Ferrell. “It’s one of those things
that you’re constantly seeking
this affirmation of your work,
like are you good, and though
I think I’m good the guys coming back wanting to continue
is the support I may need to
take the next step.”

Sports editors head to Scottrade, meet the Blues
Will Farroll and Andrew
Modder
SPORTS EDITORS

A

s an additional bonus,
Mr. Ferrell secured press
passes for us to enjoy an allday experience at Scottrade.
With press passes in hand, we
were able to watch the Blues
and Dallas Stars practice, listen to press conferences, and
watch the Blues game that
night against the Stars.
We watched the Blues’
team practice and followed
around the media teams as
they conducted the post practice interviews with players
in the locker room. We also
got to meet announcer and
former Chicago Blackhawks
goalie Darren Pang, who
showed us to the press room.
In the press room, we
took part in the post practice
interviews with Hitchcock
and Blues’ goalie coach Jim
Corsi, followed by a short interview with Blues’ goalie Jake

Allen in regards to his newborn daughter Lennon Everly
Allen.
Following practice, we
went home for some grub,
and then returned to Scottrade for the highlight of the
night.
With the press passes, we
got to watch the game from
the comfort of the press box,
stuffing ourselves with free
snacks like peanuts and water.
We also received game notes
jam-packed with stats, injury
reports, and player bios.
We observed how press
writers wrote their articles
while the game was happening before them, mainly during intermissions and whistles so they could meet their
deadlines shortly after the
game’s end.
After witnessing the
Blues’ dramatic 4-3 triumph
over the Stars, we once again
followed the press crew down
to the locker room and heard

artwork | Kyle McEnery

postgame interviews with
forwards Paul Stastny, Alex
Steen, and Patrik Berglund,
who scored the game-winning goal, as well as defenseman Kevin Shattenkirk and
winning goalie Carter Hutton.
We then returned to the
press room to hear Hitchcock’s postgame interview.
Andrew considered recording the interview like the rest
of the reporters, but unfortu-

nately hesitated and decided
not to.
Hitchcock’s
departure
from the press room capped
off the unforgettable night,
as we grabbed our coats and
passes from the press box,
and drove home reminiscing
about Berglund’s masterful
tip-in goal to down the Stars
in the final two minutes of
regulation.
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While varsity rests, JV RacquetBills see varied results

artwork | Jackson Ducharme

Liam John and Steven Zak
REPORTERS		

A

s the St. Louis U. High
varsity racquetball team
concludes its long mid-season
break, let’s review how the Jr.
Bills remain undefeated.
As of right now, the varsity team is 5-0 in meets, 36-0 in
matches, and 70-2 in games.
Senior and top seed
Chris Schulze has won all his
matches thus far, putting him
in first place in St. Louis high
school racquetball. His most
challenging match this year
has been against Kirkwood’s
John Dowell. After losing
the first game 10-15, Schulze
came back to win the second

game 15-6 and the tiebreaker
11-5.
Junior No. 2 seed James
Storgion is also undefeated,
and is in second place overall
behind Parkway West’s Mark
Duffie. Although Storgion has
not lost a match yet, he lost a
game to Vianney sophomore
Sam Visintine while Duffie
has not lost a game yet.
Senior Carlos Ayala plays
the No. 3 seed for varsity.
Ayala is in first and has not
lost a game. Ayala has even
come very close to a full shutout with a 15-0, 15-2 win over
Chaminade’s Max Eisenhardt.
After Ayala, senior Jacob
Sullivan is undefeated, but

he is a game behind Parkway
West’s Daniel Barrett.
Sophomore Matt Hayes is
a match behind due to scheduling, but he is still 5-0. He
has previously been the No. 5
seed. Hayes has allowed opponents just 11 points.
Junior Adam Hanson has
led the No. 6 seed all season.
He has given up a mere 25
points out of 150 throughout
the whole season.
Doubles is getting better
and better as the season continues. Seniors Roman Visintine and Joe Boyce lead their
division with a 5-0 meet score.
The lower racquetball
teams took the stage this week
as varsity continued this long
break. JV1-1, JV2-1, and JV22 all played games earlier this
week.
JV1-1 started it off with
a close, heartbreaking 3-2
match loss against Parkway
West. Junior Steven Zak won
his match 15-8, 15-2 and
sophomore Liam John won
his game 15-13, 15-3. Both
players came from behind in

their first game before they
dominated the rest of their
match.
Junior Riley McEnery
lost his game 6-15, 9-15. The
doubles team of sophomore
Michael Oldani and junior
Alex Siampos lost 9-15, 3-15.
Freshman Parker Hall, subbing in for the injured No. 3
seed junior Nick Patritti, lost
his games 11-15, 0-15.
The JV 2 teams split their
matches, with JV2-1 losing
5-0 to Parkway West and JV22 beating De Smet 3-2. On
JV2-2, junior Sam Bergman,
sophomore Nick Rakonick,
and freshman Tom Phillips all
dominated their games to get
JV2-1 the win.
“JV-2 is playing pretty
good right now,” said junior
Ken Viehland. “We just came
off a win against De Smet and
we’re looking to build off this
in our next few games and
maybe get a streak going here.”
The varsity team breaks
its hiatus and resumes play today at Lindbergh.

Basketball clinches victory in rematches
against Catholic rivals
Matt Godar
CORE STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High basketball team found success in a round of rematches,
reinforcing dominance over De
Smet with another win, and defeating St. Mary’s to exact vengeance for the Dragons’ late December victory over the Jr. Bills.
Having beaten the Spartans in an earlier matchup at
SLUH, the Jr. Bills took to the
Palace on Ballas looking to further pummel their Jesuit rivals.
The game’s scoring opened
with a bucket from senior Brandon McKissic, and an answer
from the Spartans. McKissic
then drilled a three, again answered at the other end with a
De Smet and-1.
After a slippery McKissic
step-back jumper gave SLUH
the lead, the Jr. Bills took it to
the Spartans, attacking offensively and stifling defensively.
“Brandon really got us going offensively, he made some
good shots, and sparked us
early,” said head coach Erwin
Claggett.
Junior forward Matt Leritz knocked down a three off
a McKissic dish, and senior
guard Anthony Hughes lofted
up a saucy finger roll in transition. The Jr. Bills were locked in,
and succeeded at keeping the
tempo high.
The game also featured
the return of senior and veteran forward Brent Smith, a
prominent force in the paint
for SLUH. Along with Smith,
Leritz and senior forward B.J.
Wilson clamped down on the
Spartans, allowing only seven
points in the quarter, which
ended with SLUH on top 18-7.
“He was a starter for us last
year, so it was tough not having
him in there for those games,”
said Claggett of Smith.
“Sitting on the bench was
tough, but I’m glad to be back
and I’m ready to rumble for the
end of my senior season,” said
Smith.

The second quarter was a
different story for the Jr. Bills.
The referees kept close watch
on the game and called foul after foul, preventing SLUH from
dictating a high tempo. De
Smet took advantage, fighting
to keep the game in reach.
SLUH opened the quarter with a bit of steam, with
a Hughes free throw and a
pretty hook shot from Wilson,
prompting a Spartan timeout to

bucket inside, before taking the
pass from Hughes and knocking down a mid-range shot. At
the other end, Leritz collected a
board and sent an outlet down
the court to the big man Wilson, who dumped the orange
off to McKissic for an exciting
fastbreak finish. Once again,
the lead was eight.
The tough Junior Billiken
defense then allowed the Spartan’s last bucket of the third
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interrupt the momentum.
De Smet then drilled a
three, followed by a McKissic
jumper at the top of the key off
a pretty dime from Leritz.
The teams then went back
and forth for a bit, with the Bills
working slowly inside, and the
Spartans knocking down threes
against the SLUH press. The
Spartans outscored the Jr. Bills
13-9, cutting SLUH’s lead to 2420 at the half.
After De Smet pulled
within two of the Jr. Bills at the
start of the third quarter with a
couple of free throws, the SLUH
defense tightened up, and the
SLUH offense settled in.
“We focused on not letting
them shoot threes, which they
love to do,” said McKissic.
Leritz fought for a tough

before McKissic picked the ball
away, took it coast to coast, and
got the hoop plus the harm,
silencing the Spartan student
section. As De Smet struggled
to score, the SLUH lead grew
larger.
The quarter ended with a
spin layup by McKissic, leaving
the score 37-24 SLUH heading
into the final quarter.
The fourth quarter, though
fairly uneventful, proved long
and arduous. Against the tough
SLUH defense, a 13-point deficit was simply too much for De
Smet to overcome.
The Jr. Bills slowed down
the tempo with three minutes
left, and the Spartans began
fouling. SLUH managed to hold
on with ease, maintaining their
lead to end the game 48-35.

“It went well, I think we
really got back to our roots defensively and made some nice
shots,” said Claggett.
The next afternoon, SLUH
took on St. Mary’s at the Dragons home court, with eyes towards vengeance for St. Mary’s
earlier victory over them to win
the Coaches vs. Cancer tournament.
“Dropping the first game
against them was tough obviously, especially in the tournament final, but we were ready
for them this time,” said Smith.
Though the Dragons won
the opening tip, they failed to
open the game’s scoring. Wilson cracked through for the
Jr. Bills, putting in a second
chance bucket. After missed
opportunities for both teams,
the Dragons answered with a
sizeup jumper.
With the press on, SLUH
looked to play their high
tempo game, and succeeded.
The Jr. Bills turned defense
into offense, stealing the ball
and moving it down the court
quickly for easy buckets.
“Keeping the tempo high
is easy for us, we love running
on fast breaks and getting easy
points,” said McKissic.
As the Dragons missed a
deep three, the quarter came to
a close with the Jr. Bills on top,
17-8.
Neither team came out
hot in the second quarter, as
no points were scored on either
side until St. Mary’s split a pair
of free throws two minutes in.
SLUH answered immediately
with a pick and roll from McKissic to Smith.
McKissic then took a
charge on a St. Mary’s fastbreak,
and drilled a three on the other
side of the court.
Though the Dragons
found more success against the
Jr. Bill defense, they failed to
close the gap because of SLUH’s
explosive offense. In spite of
both teams fouling often in the
physical matchup, the tempo

Wrestling triumphs in
Vianney tournament,
falls to CBC
Niles Bernabe

REPORTER			

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity
wrestling team continued
its recent string of victories last
weekend at the tournament at
Vianney, but struggled against
CBC last Thursday in a decisive 47-point loss.
“At the Vianney tournament, we did a great job supporting one another, and this
led to a couple medals for our
SLUH wrestlers,” said sophomore Joseph Mantych. “It was
good to see some of our athletes up on the podiums receiving awards.”
Four wrestlers made it to
the quarterfinals at the tournament. Senior Syed Fakhryzada, junior Richard Michalski,
and Mantych all lost, while
sophomore Jacob Pineda
advanced to the semifinals.
Pineda ended up in third place
overall, and Michalski grabbed
a victory in the consolation
bracket.
Senior Alex Hymes and
freshman Austin Bievenue
each fought hard for third
place finishes as well.
“Austin is gaining skill
and showing no fear at the varsity level,” said head coach Rob
Nahlik. “Hymes has worked
hard this season to improve
athletically, he looks a lot faster and more agile than just a
few weeks ago.”
At the JV level, sophomore David Huber and freshmen John Mungenast and
Kevin Flack had strong performances to contribute to

SLUH’s overall tournament
record of 12-13, a good showing and a great bonding experience for all of the wrestlers
involved.
The Jr. Bills lost decisively
in the match against CBC, falling 59-12. Senior captain Dan
Trittler had the highlight of the
night with a one-minute victory over his opponent.
“I think we saw a lot of
good competition in the CBC
meet,” said Hymes. “They
came out ahead of us in most
of the matches that day except
for Dan’s match, but I feel like
if we want to do well in some
of these bigger tournaments
(CBC is) going to be involved
in in the coming weeks, those
are the sort of guys that we’re
going to have to find a way to
compete with.”
“CBC was a tough team
and facing them gave us some
good insight facing them later
in the future, especially at
Districts,” said senior Chris
Nguyen.
SLUH also had quality
performances on the JV and
freshman teams. Sophomore
Zack Bievenue gave everything he had to take down his
opponent. Freshman Elijah
Foster worked hard as well to
pin his opponent and claim a
win.
The varsity squad faces
off at Rockwood Summit tomorrow, while the freshman
team battles Fox. It is still to be
determined if matches will be
canceled or not due to pending
weather conditions.

Senior Danny Trittler (top) against CBC last week.

still remained high, with the Jr.
Bills pushing every chance they
got, and got to the line time after time. Hughes and McKissic
were the main contributors, as
one or the other always seemed
to be standing in front of the
white stripe.
From there, the Jr. Bills
smoothly sailed into the end of
the half. The Jr. Bills outscored
the Dragons 14-11 to extend
the lead. The quarter ended
on another failed St. Mary’s
possession, leaving the Jr. Bills
ahead, 31-19.
The second half opened
with a Dragons turnover, followed by Hughes going coast
to coast before taking a foul and
sinking the free throws. After a
solid stop, Hughes got into the
lane on a quick ISO drive and
dumped the ball to Wilson for
an easy bucket.
The Jr. Bills then scored
five more points before the
Dragons finally ended the 9-0
run with a single free throw.
After a Dragon three with four
minutes left in the quarter, a
scoring drought ensued. Neither team put anything in the
hoop, until another Dragons
three with two minutes left in
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the quarter.
SLUH put in two more
baskets to St. Mary’s one, sending the Dragons into the final
quarter down 44-27.
In the fourth, much of the
same continued. The Dragons
continued to make shots, but
failed to slow down the Jr. Bills
offense.
“We controlled the game
defensively, we forced a lot of
tough shots and kept them out
of the paint,” said Claggett.
The Dragons opened the
quarter with a transition bucket, answered at the other end by
a hook finish from Wilson. The
teams then continued to trade
baskets, until St. Mary’s resorted to fouling.
Though the end of the
game fouling was slightly successful against SLUH’s free
throw woes, the lead was simply too much to overcome. The
game ended 63-52, SLUH.
“Once we got going, it was
smooth sailing from there,” said
Claggett.
SLUH will next take on
Hazelwood Central for its second home game of the season
on Monday at 6:00 p.m.

8

WORLD RECORD

Prep News
Volume 81, Issue 17

Around the Hallways
Senior Project Reflection
Night
After the first week of
Senior Project, the seniors
returned to SLUH Monday
night to reflect about their first
impressions. After a 20-minute prayer service in the chapel, the seniors broke up into
small groups and headed to
classrooms to discuss their
first week. In the small groups
the seniors answered questions and talked about how
the service projects are impacting their religious life.

perience. “It was nice to be
there with my dad, especially
with the events before hand.
I think my dad also liked it
because he got to meet some
other fathers from SLUH,”
said junior Steven Zak.

this past week. The clacking
of tap shoes has been ringing
from the dance studio as the
dance ensemble runs numbers like “Step in Time” and
“Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious.” Junior Alex Curcuru
described the long rehearsals
as “taxing and rewarding.”

Mary Poppins Rehearsals
Rehearsals for the upcoming musical, Mary Pop- —Pierce Hastings, John Burke,
pins, have been in full swing Sam Goedeker, Ken Viehland

JV Hockey
1/8
SLUH 0
DeSmet 5
key stat: Sophomore goalie
Dylan Bak collected 14 saves
in the loss.
key quote: “We came out
strong, but they just wanted
it more,” said junior Nick Earickson.

scored for the Jr. Bills.
key stat: SLUH beat St.
next game: 1/22 vs. CBC Gold Charles to advance to the CBC
Tournament Final and play
JV Basketball
Chaminade.
1/6
SLUH		
43
next game: 1/17 @ MICDS
De Smet		
45
Freshman Blue Basketball
1/7
1/6
SLUH		
73
SLUH		
41
St. Mary’s
38
De Smet		
30
key stat: The Jr. Bills reboundB Hockey
ed with their first win in sev- 1/7
SLUH		
2
eral weeks.
Rock Bridge
57
Lindbergh
0
SLUH		
14
1/10
key stat: Freshmen Austin St. Charles
30
Brush and Carson Massie SLUH		
42

Regular Schedule

AP
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Mashed Potatoes
3:30pm V1 Racquetball vs. Lindbergh
8:45pm V Hockey vs. Kirkwood

Saturday, January 14
B Basketball tournament @ CBC
C-white Basketball tournament @ Chaminade
C Wrestling tournament @ Fox Senior High School
V Wrestling tournament @ Rockwood Summit
9:00am C-blue Basketball @ Oakville Basketball
tournament vs. Clayton
11:30am C-blue Basketball @ Oakville Freshman
tournament vs. McCluer North or Mehlville
8:45pm JV Hockey vs. Francis Howell

1/11
SLUH		
Ladue		

White.
The Jr. Bills pressed on,
adding a goal from senior interim captain Liam Knobbe a
minute later with 8:16 left in
the game and a final one from
Gassett with 4:40 left.
After time expired, the
IceBills skated out to hoist the
Jesuit Cup over their heads
once again, as the fans began
chanting the “We want State.
Gotta have State” chant.
The Jr. Bills played last
night against Oakville and
will play again tonight against
Kirkwood in the Webster Rec
Complex at 9:00 as they enter
the final stretch of the regular
season.

36
44

next game: 1/14 @ Oakville
Tournament
Freshman White Basketball
1/7
Rock Bridge
W
SLUH		
L
1/10
Oakville		
SLUH		

L
W

next game: 1/14 @ Chaminade

Calendar
Friday, January 20

AP
Freshman Class Mass
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
Lunch Special—Steak and Cheese
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
3:30pm V2 Racquetball vs. Vianney
4:00pm C-blue Basketball @ CBC
4:00pm V1 Racquetball vs. Lafayette
5:30pm B Basketball @ CBC
7:00pm V Basketball @ CBC
8:00pm V Hockey vs. CBC

Regular Schedule
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Seniors Daniel Sitek (left) and Liam Connolly (right) stand
in front of an ice sculptor of the Nativity outside of a Russian
Orthodox Church

Saturday, January 21

Clavius Robotics
12:00pm Pax Christi Lunch and SLAM
2:00pm B Basketball @ Ozark High School
Monday, January 16
No Classes—MLK Day
4:00pm V Basketball @ Ozark High School
Junior Retreat
9:15pm JV Hockey vs. CBC
Senior Manresa Retreat
V Basketball vs. Hazelwood Central
Sunday, January 22
9:10pm JV Hockey vs. Oakville
Tuesday, January 17
No Classes—Faculty in Service
Monday, January 23
Regular Schedule
4:15pm C-blue Basketball @ MICDS
Snack—Pizza sticks
5:00pm JV/V Wrestling vs. St. Mary’s
Lunch Special—Chicken Quesidilla
5:00pm C-white Basketball @ CBC
Vegetarian—Mac n’ Cheese
5:30pm B Basketball @ MICDS
3:30pm V1 Raquetball vs. De Smet
4:15pm C-white Basketball vs. McCluer North
Wednesday, January 18
Regular Schedule 5:30pm B Basketball vs. McCluer North
AP
Sophomore Class Meeting
7:00pm V Hockey vs. Lindbergh
Snack—Pizza sticks
Tuesday, January 24
Regular Schedule
Lunch Special—Toasted Ravioli
Vegetarian—Black bean burger
1818 registration for Juniors
Snack—Chicken Rings
Regular Schedule Lunch Special—Fried Steak and BBQ ribs
Thursday, January 19
Vegetarian—Lo Mein
8:30am Admissions Committee Meeting
6:00pm C/JV/V Wrestling @ Vianney
AP
Confession
9:40pm JV Hockey vs. Marquette
Snack—Bosco sticks
Lunch Special—Papa Johns
Vegetarian—Pasta
V Eric Lewis Wrestling Tournament @ MICDS
4:00pm C-white Basketball vs. McCluer
5:00pm C-blue Basketball @ Oakville High School
5:30pm Reunion Planning
5:30pm B Basketball vs. McCluer
6:00pm C Wrestling @ Rockwood Summit

a power play opportunity for
the Jr. Bills, the Spartans stole
the puck and tried to push up
ice while down a man. But
Wagner stepped up and, on
a hustle play at the last moment, snagged the puck back,
then skated back into the offensive zone with virtually no
defensive pressure. He quickly
deked the only defender, who
fell to the ground, and slid a
pass across to junior Trevor
White, who put the biscuit in
the basket and sent the Jr. Bills
up 3-2.
“Wags had a good play
at the blue line, he was just
patient with the puck, and he
gave me a nice feed across the
slot and I did my job,” said

Photo of the Week

Underclassman Briefs

Friday, January 13

Hockey continues as
No. 1 ranked team
(continued from page 6)

next year. Various department chairs spoke to the class
about the possibilities for electives and other classes that are
available for senior year.

Father/Son Blues Night
After celebrating Mass
and enjoying a burger and hot
dog feast at SLUH, some Jr.
Bills and their fathers gathered
at the Scottrade Center last
Saturday night to see the Blues
take on their Central Division
rivals the Dallas Stars. As one
may have expected with the
recent Blues trend, the team
Junior Schedule Meeting
followed up a loss two nights
The juniors met in the prior with a 4-3 win against
Schulte Theater last Friday the Stars. Students and dads
to discuss their classes for alike seemed to enjoy the ex-

January 13, 2017

Wednesday, January 25

Regular Schedule
AP
Activities Fair
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Hand Breaded Chicken Tenders
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
4:00pm C-blue Basketball @ Chaminade
4:00pm C-white Basketball @ Chaminade
5:30pm B Basketball @ Chaminade

Thursday, January 26

Regular Schedule
March for Life
AP
Confession
Snack—Chicken Nuggets
Lunch Special—Domino’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Pasta
3:30pm V2 Raquetball vs. Parkway West
5:00pm C-blue Basketball vs. Webster Groves
6:00pm C/JV/V Wrestling @ De Smet
6:15pm C-white Basketball @ Vianney
6:30pm B Basketball vs. Webster Groves
Friday, January 27
Regular Schedule
Seniors Return from Project
7:50am Seniors to Chapel during homeroom
AP
Junior Liturgical Choir Rehersal
Snack—Mini corn dogs
Lunch Special—Taco bar
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
7:00pm V Basketball vs. Webster Groves
8:00pm V Hockey vs. Fort Zumwalt West
calendar | Jack Schweizer and Matthew Quinlan

