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Block days cut for
2017-18 school year
BY Jack Schweizer and Ben let’s try it each quarter, see
Klevorn
how that goes.”
CORE STAFF, REPORTER
However, block days
he Instructional Coun- never made it out of the testcil decided to eliminate ing phase. After a few years,
block days from the schedule most students forgot it was
beginning next year, a change ever an experiment at all.
after years of having block
“We did it, and we did it
days once per quarter. While again, and we did it again, and
teachers are still open to the it just became a fixture on the
idea of having a new type of calendar,” said Hannick.
block day in the future, no
Teachers have used the
new format has been deter- block days in various ways.
mined.
Some used them to teach a
Block days, which have double lesson or give a test.
occurred for two days in the Others used the day to show
middle of each quarter, were movies or do more hands on
originally implemented into activities.
the schedule to test whether
But over the years, block
SLUH should adopt the block days started receiving insystem of class rotations.
creasing amounts of criticism
As a growing number of among teachers.
public and private schools in
According to Robert
the St. Louis area switched to Chura, chair of the foreign
the block system—which in- language department, block
volves fewer classes per day, days have always felt awkward
but more time allotted in each for foreign language teachers.
class—SLUH faculty mem- Since they only come once
bers thought they should test each quarter, Chura thought
the new system’s effective- block days were too infreness for themselves, accord- quent to be effective.
ing to interim Principal Craig
“Because they happen
Hannick.
so infrequently, it wasn’t
“I think SLUH has al- something that we were able
ways looked to best practices to take full advantage of and
of other schools to determine really make use of that exhow we can manage the day to tra time,” said Chura. “It
day operations of the school,” seemed like an odd change in
said Hannick. “So many years the schedule for us from the
ago we had a trial run, the typical 45-minute period that
block day experiment, where we were used to. So I think
we would have a block day, people kind of felt like there
two day period, one block day was some value in them, but
over two days, where we said
continued on page 5

Beugg,
’81, finds
success as
producer
of La La

T

Land

Movie joins elite
company with 7
Golden Globes,
14 Oscar
nominations
BY Galen Bacharier
FEATURES EDITOR

M
|
Grade schoolers flood the Danis Field House for the Robotics Jamboree. photo Mrs. Kathy Chott

Robotics Jamboree hosts grade
schoolers through Clavius Project

BY Matthew Quinlan
STAFF			

T

he Robotics Club hosted
the Second Annual Robotics Jamboree last Saturday
in the Danis Field House, inviting 21 schools and approximately 250 students that are
a part of the Clavius Project.
Many of the students
came from schools in St.
Louis City, where the Clavius
Project goes to teach kids

about robotics.
The set-up for the event
began Friday night, as the
club prepared eight different challenges for students to
participate in.
“The first four (challenges) were pretty easy, so
the rookie schools, that was
for them,” said senior Dan
Wagner. “Challenge five was a
surprise, and when the team
showed up, they figured out if

they could do it, and 6, 7, and
8 were more difficult, that the
veteran teams could do better.”
The challenges consisted
mainly of obstacle courses,
specialized for the Lego EV3
robots that were being used,
but they varied in difficulty,
making participants use different techniques for moving
backwards and sideways, and

continued on page 8

Meier, ’55, donates stamp collection Teachers, junior attend solar
BY Riley McEnery
REPORTER

F

red Meier, ’85, has donated his extensive collection
of United States stamps to St.
Louis U. High to pass on the
joy of learning about the history of the stamps.
Meier’s collection includes almost every stamp
ever issued by the United
States government up to 2005.
It includes United States Postage, Air Mail, Special Delivery, Special Handling, and
Revenue stamps. The stamps
were professionally appraised
at having a value of $97,000.
Meier began collecting
stamps at age seven when he
received an envelope of foreign stamps from a family
friend.

As his collection started
to grow, Meier decided to
focus on collecting United
States stamps, rather than
stamps from all over the
world.
“There are so many different countries that issued
stamps so it would have
been impossible to collect
stamps from every country,”
said Meier. “I decided that it
would be best to specialize
in collecting United States
stamps, and from then on
that’s basically what I did.”
Although Meier began
to collect only United States
stamps, he still had a variety
of stamps from foreign countries.
“My friends knew I liked
collecting stamps, so when-
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ever they went to a foreign
country they would bring
back foreign stamps for me,”
said Meier.
The history of postage stamps is quite intricate.
When stamps were first created, they were printed in
sheets, requiring that the user
of the stamps cut them out
and paste them on their own,
rather than using the modern
perforated stamps.
“The first stamp ever
printed in the United States
was of Benjamin Franklin
and was a five cent stamp. A
Washington stamp was then
a ten cent stamp. The five
cent stamp you could put on
something and send it, for example, 100 miles, and the ten

BY Jacob
STAFF

Hennes

S

everal members of the
SLUH Science Department, as well as junior Philip
Schlichting, have attended
task force meetings for the
planning of the solar eclipse
that will occur on Aug. 21,
2017 in St. Louis. They hope
to bring ideas for the planning of the extraordinary
event back to SLUH.
A total solar eclipse is
incredibly rare, and the last
total eclipse that took place
in St. Louis was in 1442. After
Aug. 21, the next eclipse will
not be until 2505.
According to NASA’s
continued on page 5 website, “A total solar eclipse

News

Mock Trial takes win and loss
Varsity Mock Trial had a clean
sweep of both the judge and jurors’ ballots last Thursday against
Fort Zumwalt. Page 2
News

eclipse planning meeting

Schuler in H.S. Hall of Fame
Math teacher Dan Schuler was
inducted into the Springfield Local High School Hall of Fame on
Jan. 15 for his outstanding sports
career. Page 2

Features

Pick of the Lot: FJ duo
Pick of the Lot makes its second
semester debut featuring Patrick
Howley and Max Twardowski’s
Toyota FJ Cruisers. Page 4
Sports

Hockey sets sights on No. 1 seed
After a rough 4-1 loss to CBC,
the Jr. Bills gave Lindbergh an 8-3
work-over the day after. SLUH
still holds the first place spot,
but they still have two games left.
Page 6

is only visible from a small
area on Earth. The people
who see the total eclipse are in
the center of the moon’s shadow when it hits Earth. The
sky becomes very dark, as if it
were night. For a total eclipse
to take place, the sun, moon,
and Earth must be in a direct
line. During a solar eclipse,
the moon casts two shadows
on Earth. The first shadow is
called the umbra (UM-bruh).
People standing in the umbra
will see a total eclipse.”
Due to the rarity of this
event, many different organizations have been planning
activities for the day of the
eclipse.

continued on page 5

Sports

Rifle team dominates competition
The rifle team dominated a recent
competition, despite being populated mostly by underclassmen.
Check out why they’re confident
about their youth. Page 7
Sports

Wrestling has strong week
SLUH had strong showings at the
Eric Lewis Invitational at Vianney
and a match vs. St. Mary’s. Check
out how things went down on the
mats and how the team is feeling.
Page 6

illions packed movie
theaters this winter to
see La La Land, the original
Hollywood musical film starring Ryan Gosling and Emma
Stone that found success from
both the box office and critics,
setting a record with seven
Golden Globe wins this January. The film had St. Louis U.
High fingerprints all over it,
courtesy of Michael Beugg,
’81, who worked as a producer on the film.
As a producer, Beugg
was an essential part of planning sets, costumes, and
lighting, as well as ensuring
that casting came together.
He’d work with well over 100
people a day to help his fellow
producers coordinate almost
all aspects of the movie.
“My role was to try and
take the director’s vision,
the script, and the resources
available, and figure out the
best possible way to achieve
those objectives,” said Beugg.
But La La Land brought
very different resources and a
unique vision and script that
provided an unusual experience compared to Beugg’s
past projects. As a musical
film, the actors’ involvement
with the crew and presence
on set were a lot more significant, as they needed two to
three months to rehearse the
countless dances and songs.
Rather than the usual meetings with the crew during
pre-production, the director,
Damien Chazelle, spent ample time in separate meetings
with the actors themselves.
“There’s a lot more jug-

continued on page 4
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Youth Leadership St. Louis sends
delegation to Holocaust Museum
BY James Pollard
REPORTER

Y

outh Leadership St. Louis
visited the Holocaust
Museum On Thursday, Jan.
12. The group went on a tour
in which learned about Jewish
culture and religion and heard
from the daughter of a Holocaust survivor.
“That was really powerful,” said junior Matt
Rauschenbach. “That was lifechanging in some respects,
just to hear more about the
struggles and experiences her
mother went through.”
The group participated

next in a simulation that involved splitting into three
groups. One group was ostracized from the other groups
and told to sit down and shut
up. Several students from all
of the groups who refused to
comply were then taken away.
After a period of time,
the ostracized group was
taken into a room where the
other two groups were eating. Upon entering, one of
the groups began to shout at
them.
While the ostracized
group was being shouted at by
one of the groups, the other

group was having a discussion
in which every participant
said that, if they saw oppression, they would fight it. Yet
no one did anything to help
the group being yelled at.
“It was weird because
everyone tried to justify why
they didn’t help us. They
would say, ‘Well, we heard
you, but we thought you did
something wrong so we didn’t
do anything.’ And then they
tried to flip it on us, saying
‘Why didn’t you do anything
to help yourself?’” said junior
Delton Utsey. “It was a really
good social study.”

The simulation sparked
an interest among some to
conduct a similar simulation
at SLUH. Pax Christi has been
planning a simulation of a
refugee camp at SLUH for the
fourth quarter.
YLSL had been planning
to attend a Diversity Day that
following Saturday but the
ice storm put a halt to those
plans.
Their next trip will be on
Feb 16 to the St. Patrick Center.

Chessmates put Metro
in check, suffers
second loss of the
season to Burroughs
BY Paul Gillam
REPORTER		

T

he Chess team has played
two very strong teams
over the past two weeks, beating Metro 20-10 on Jan. 18,
and losing to John Burroughs
25-5 on Wednesday.
Against Metro, senior
William Kelly won on board
one, sophomore Paul Gillam
won on board two, freshman
Thomas Reilly played to a
draw on board three, senior
Adam Kleffner lost on board
four, and freshman Bran-

two, three, and four and won
board five.
Despite being down towards the end of the game,
freshmen Garrett Seal won
off of a back row checkmate,
something that even the best
of players can lose to.
“I thought the match
went pretty well, and for everyone playing up a board,
they played pretty darn well,”
said Kelly.
Because Gillam was not
playing, each player moved
up a board and played a more

Kim wins revived Ping-Pong Club tournament
BY Daniel
REPORTER

Dewan

T

he St. Louis U. High Ping
Pong Club held its first
tournament in five years for
students interested in learning more about the game or
looking to have fun.
Nearly 50 students from

all skill and grade levels
gathered down in the pool
hall during activity period to
play. The tournament lasted
around four weeks, prolonged
by the snow days and other
days off.
“When we started to plan
the tournament, we noticed

we had not had a tournament
here for a long time. The last
time we had a tournament
was five to six years ago when
the Spanish teacher was the
moderator for the club, and he
had passed away, so there was
no ping pong tournament,”
said Ping Pong Club moderator and Chinese teacher Yude
Huang.
The club wanted to hold
the tournament during a time
that allowed for the most participants.
“In winter time, there is
less activity outside, so there
are more people available. The
main goal is for people to get
to know each other by playing,” said Huang.
The tournament ended
last week with the top three
finishers earning prizes. Tournament winner junior Leonard Kim was awarded with
three Chinese buffet certificates.
“I just joined because my
Chinese teacher told me to. I
wasn’t in the club or anything,
but I played with my Chinese
teacher before and he said he
photo | Louis Barnes saw the potential in me, so I

just tried for it and I got it,”
said Kim.
The runner-up, sophomore Justin Bruno, received
two certificates, and the third
place finisher, junior Thomas
Curdt, received one.
“I’ve never lost to him
before, so it was quite a shock
to me. I cried about it for
hours,” said Curdt on his loss
against Bruno.
The top ten finishers of
the tournament were also
granted the opportunity to
play in an exhibition match
against De Smet’s ping pong
team on the weekend of Feb
4 at Lindenwood University.
The director of table-tennis
at De Smet is also the head of
table-tennis at Lindenwood.
After the exhibition match,
the students will be allowed
to play with the Lindenwood
players.
Overall, the tournament
was a success, and people had
a lot of fun. The SLUH Ping
Pong Club plans to hold the
tournament every year.

Junior Leonard Kim serves in the ping-pong tournament.

Mock Trial prosecutes case at Clayton Justice
Center, beats Fort Zumwalt North
BY Ken Viehland
REPORTER

T

he varsity Mock Trial
team impressed last
Thursday at the Clayton Justice Center, winning all three
ballots. The team tackled the
role of prosecutors in a case
focused on the murder of a

former racquetball player and
whether or not it was his agent
that committed the crime.
The JV team took on the same
case, but couldn’t manage to
replicate varsity’s victory.
The varsity team began
its trial against Fort Zumwalt
North with an opening statement by senior Thomas Leek-

er, which set a good standard
for the match.
Teammate Scotty Villhard described Leeker’s words
as “nice, succinct, and perfectly illustrating our theme without overplaying the game.”
Villhard would take part
in a key moment in the trial
later on, working with David
Borgmeyer to find the rule
they needed to disprove Fort
Zumwalt’s hearsay exception.
The team proceeded to
execute its plans perfectly
while adapting to Fort Zumwalt’s approach. When all was
said and done, varsity had
done well enough to win the
ballots of the judge and the
two jurors, taking the match
in a sweep.
The JV team, unfortunately, did not receive quite so
favorable results despite putting up a good fight.
JV Mock Trial took
the defense. Junior Rob Garartwork | Joe Bytnar ner started off the trial against

Lutheran South with his
opening statements.
One standout component to the team’s presentation was James Tillman’s
role as the defendant, Peyton
Reed.
When describing Tillman’s performance, moderator Anne Marie Lodholz
noted how he “looked the jury
in the eyes and calmly, with a
note of sadness, said, ‘No, I
did not kill my good friend,
Dan Whitley.’
There was no re-cross.
Although they won the ballot of the judge, they could
not win the ballots of the two
jurors.
Even with the loss, the
team managed to find some
positives.
“Everyone did a good
job overall,” Garner said. “I
couldn’t be happier with this
team.”

artwork | Liam Connolly

den May played to a draw
on board five. In a draw, the
points for that board are split.
On board five, May had
the longest game.
“My opponent was equal
to me. He ended up getting a
material advantage with his
pawns, but I was able to push
my pawn up near the back
row, giving me an advantage,”
he said in an interview.
Overall the team was
very satisfied with the match.
Against
Burroughs,
SLUH lost on boards one,

difficult opponent than usual.
Kelly’s opponent was Jason Zhou, who has a rating
of about 2100 and is known
in St. Louis as one of the best
players around, so although
he lost, Kelly was happy with
how well he played.
The chess team’s record is at 4-2, which ranks
them highly among the other
schools in the East Conference. Next week, the team
will play Grand Center Arts
at SLUH.

Schuler inducted into
Springfield Local High
School Hall of Fame
BY Thomas
REPORTER

M

Curdt

ath teacher Dan Schuler was recently inducted into the Springfield Local
High School Hall of Fame.
Springfield Local, located in the small town of New
Middleton, Ohio, ten minutes outside of Youngstown,
held an induction ceremony
for Schuler and 11 others on
Jan. 15. While most distinguished in his basketball and
football achievements, which
include making the All-Ohio
basketball team, Schuler was
inducted as a multi-sport
athlete.
“During my time in high

school, I lettered in football,
basketball, baseball, and
track,” he said.
At the ceremony, Schuler’s junior and senior year
basketball coach, Jeff Brink,
gave a speech. Brink, who
now teaches at a school about
an hour from Springfield Local, had also given Schuler’s
older brother Jim’s induction
speech a few years ago.
“With him we did summer camps and drove all
over the state—logged a lot
of miles in his truck with
our team. He was a really
great role model, teacher, and
coach,” said Schuler.

Curdt

E

van Gorman is a senior
working at Giant Steps,
along with Andrew Modder,
Harrison Taulbee, Ben Bott,
Scott Putnam, Mitch Shorey,
Brad Gale, and Roman Visintine.
Giant Steps is a nonprofit
organization that provides a therapeutic school for
teens and kids with Autism
Spectrum Disorders. It is a
huge help to kids who have
struggled in past environments of formal education,
and provides a highly personalized and adapting curriculum.
Gorman spent some
mornings helping out in the
classrooms and others volunteering in service. In the afternoon, he helped in the Social
Skills and Interaction class.
“The kids play board
games or do other activities
to learn about following rules

and taking turns,” said Gorman.
The job can be very challenging, as Autism Spectrum
Disorder affects three major
categories: language, social
interaction, and behavior.
Because of this, some teens
that Evan helps are unable
to speak, making communication very difficult. Others
have difficulties behaving.
“It is especially challenging to watch a student have
to be restrained if they throw
a violent tantrum,” said Gorman. “However, the job is simultaneously gratifying.”
“One day I was playing
Yahtzee with a non-verbal student who tends to be moody.
He rolled five of a kind and it
was the first time I saw him
smile, after working with him
for two weeks,” said Gorman.
“Another girl loves nothing
more than taking walks and
rolling a basketball in front of
her. It is really cool to see the
simple joys they find in life.”

G

reen
Park
Nursing
Home, a senior living
community in South County,
is “dedicated to giving the elderly care with the respect
they deserve that goes beyond
our resident’s medical needs,”
according to their mission
statement.

Among the many services they provide, Green
Park also includes an area
dedicated to caring for those
with Alzheimer’s and dementia. Seniors Luke Smith and
Ever Nunez have spent their
project working with these
residents, which was an easier
transition than they had expected.
“Surprisingly, it was eas-

BY Rob Garner
REPORTER

S

eniors Thomas Leeker
and Joseph Zarky spent
their Senior Project at United
Cerebral Palsy (UCP) Heartland, the midwestern division
of the national United Cerebral Palsy organization, a national association that serves
adults and children with Cerebral Palsy.
The Heartland branch
was founded in 1953, and
they are committed to change
and progress for children
and adults with disabilities,
whether it is a disability manifested from birth, the result
of an accident, or as a consequence of aging.
Leeker
and
Zarky
worked in the Adult Day

ier to work with the memory
impaired residents than with
the other residents. Most of
the time, they were less demanding and easier to accommodate,” said Smith.
Throughout the day,
Nunez and Smith would assist
in a wide variety of tasks, from
reading the news to combing the residents’ hair. Their
favorite activities, however,

Program at the University
City location. This program
provides service to adults 21
and over who have disabilities such as, but not limited
to, Cerebral Palsy. The adults
come in and the volunteers
help to make them as Leeker
says, “the best that they can
be.”
Leeker spent his project
working with some of the
more mobile and self-sufficient clients; he and his team
of four other staff members
sometimes worked one-onone with the clients on tasks
such as exercising muscle
strength or flexibility, working on mobility by walking or
driving a power chair, working on mathematical skills by

were the games, which were
“always lively and interesting,”
according to Smith.
Working with Alzheimer’s patients did bring some
unique challenges. In some
cases, residents resisted help
because they were fixated on
something from decades ago.
This led to a realization from
Smith.
“It was easy to view the

Credits

crossword | Barclay Dale

2. Examples include Cruciatus or Imperius
4. Hermione’s parent’s occupation
6. Harry’s first broomstick
7. Nymphadora’s last name
11. Quidditch position
12. Abbreviation for standardized wizarding examinations
13. Not Knockturn Alley,
but _________ Alley
16. Bertie Botts Every Flavored ________

18. Sirius Black’s animagus
19. Harry’s mother
20. Abbreviation for the
higher level examinations
of 12 Across

always wanted Defense
Against the Dark Arts
8. Hagrid hatched a
____________ Ridgeback
9. Charlie Weasley worked
with these in Romania
10. Wizarding bank in London
1. Train station with Plat- 13. Malfoy’s ex-servant
form 9 ¾
14. The Minister of Magic
3. ______horn, Potions 15. Summoning Charm
professor
17. Examples include Petu4. The curse, Avada Kedab- nia and Marge
ra, causes this
5. I taught potions though

Down

adding or subtracting, and
working on communication
skills by typing on a computer and speech.
Leeker and Zarky tried
a fun activity or discussion
planned for the group each
day and tried to tie these
projects and discussions into
current events such as MLK
Day or the Inauguration.
They even took part in a book
club sponsored by the St.
Louis County Library.
Overall, Leeker has said
the experience was very enjoyable for him and strongly
encouraged other students to
consider it as an option when
choosing their Senior Projects.

residents as children since
many have the mental capacity of a child, so it was sobering to remember that these
people have lived full lives,”
Smith said.
The aspect of senior project that they will miss most
will be the people they met.
“They always had some
really interesting stories to
share,” said Smith.
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United Cerebral Palsy Heartland

Green Park Senior Living Community
BY Joe Feder
REPORTER
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BY Barclay
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Dale

S

eniors Mike Rueckert,
Weston Baker, and Syed
Fahkryzada have spent their
time on Senior Project at
Bethesda Meadows.
Bethesda Meadows is
a nursing community that
provides assisted living, retirement, rehabilitation, and
hospice care to the elderly.
“Our first task in the
morning is to hand out waters to the residents,” said
Rueckert.
Continuing with his day,
Rueckert sits down with the
residents and listens to their
life stories, and takes care of
any requests from the residents.
“We talked about Woodstock with one woman, Pat,”
Rueckert said. “We talked
every day and became pretty
good friends.”
Rueckert’s daily duties
also take him to the memory
unit to interact with residents that have some form
of Alzheimer’s or dementia.
Rueckert has found it difficult communicating with
these residents who may have
breakdowns or not remember
anything.
“Around noon, we transport the residents and help
pass out lunch,” said Rueckert.
Rueckert and his fellow
seniors have learned about
the various first hand experiences of residents who have
met John F. Kennedy, worked
for NASA with Neil Armstrong, and have manned a
plane in the bombing of Japan.
“I’ll miss the people the
most,” said Rueckert, “I’ve
met some really nice and
friendly and just fun residents
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Beugg’s producing on La La Land fulfills
personal aspirations, earns wide acclaim
(continued from page 1)

gling involved in trying to get
everything finished in time,”
said Beugg.
The time he did have, he
had to use well. The intensive
pre-production period, during which they began hiring,
took approximately 12 weeks,
but Beugg had been involved
in the process well before that.
“I personally was involved for about a little over
a year before the first day of
filming,” he said. “There was
a lot of location scouting and
things like that happen in the
earlier phases before we really
started hiring.”
Filming the entire movie took eight weeks, during
which Beugg and the crew
visited over 60 locations in
40 days, trying to showcase
Los Angeles from all of its
best angles. Few movies have
the resources or logistical
prowess to showcase so many
locations, another distinct
achievement for the film.
For Beugg personally,
the project was a dream come
true. He had aspired to be a
part of a musical film ever
since his time at SLUH.

me of looking in the trophy
case at SLUH. On one hand,
you know the things you see
are just trophies, but, on the
other hand, they represent a
lifetime highlight for the players on those teams. It is fun
to participate in that kind of
history.”
His personal highlight
from the ceremony, however,
was the La La Land spoof
skit that opened the awards,
including the choreography
from the movie.
“I thought, wow, everyone around the world is
watching these dance routines
that we just did on set a year
ago,” he said.
Beugg has a laundry list
of movies to his name, his
most recent success being Up
in the Air, a 2009 drama starring George Clooney that was
filmed mostly here in St. Louis, during which Beugg had
the opportunity to work with
Boeing, American Airlines,
and Hilton Hotels. Little Miss
Sunshine, a Steve Carrell dramatic comedy and Oscar winner, was another highlight of
Beugg’s career in producing.
“That one was fun be-

out high school and college at
Yale University, creating short
films in Beugg’s sophomore
and junior years at SLUH.
“A short film is an entirely unpaid enterprise, but
George’s theory was that if I
moved out and began to pitch
in, that because there was no
pay for anyone, everyone else
would swiftly leave the operation, and leave me with six
months of work to do,” said
Beugg. “At least at the end of
doing the six months of work
for free, I would know how to
be a producer.”
Beugg also worked with
Ken Kwapis, ’75, on He’s Just
Not That Into You in 2009.
His numerous SLUH-connected projects are no coincidence; it was his time at SLUH
that first sparked his interest
in show business. However,
despite his taking the freshman film course and working
with Hickenlooper on two
short films, he didn’t enter the
sphere of the Dauphin Players’ theater until his final year
of high school.
“Senior year, knowing Mr. Schulte well through
mathematical activities and so

for business and public policy,
but couldn’t avoid the allure of
show business, participating
in two corporate-sponsored
variety shows that exposed
him to the roles of the industry outside of acting.
“That helped me see that
there were things you could
do besides being an actor that
were fun,” said Beugg.
His final unofficial show
business involvement was in
D.C., when he studied at the
Folger Shakespeare theater
before being whisked off to
Los Angeles to work with
Hickenlooper and begin his
career in Hollywood. Beugg
certainly hadn’t had the traditional job path, hopping from
occupation to occupation before finally settling in Hollywood, but his younger sister,
campus minister Meg Beugg,
never stopped looking up to
him.
“I admired the choices
he made for schooling, and
his work after that … and I
thought it was a really cool
and bold move to leave his job
in D.C. and move out to Hollywood with his new wife,”
she said. “He has worked very,
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“I got interested in entertainment by doing musicals at
St. Louis U. High … with Mr.
(Joe) Schulte, and with Mrs.
Schulte over at Ursuline, so
I had always had a dream to
work on a musical film,” he
said. “That dream was finally
realized.”
Beugg didn’t have to wait
long after the film released
to start seeing acclaim from
critics and casual moviegoers
alike. As of right now, it has
grossed over $136 million at
the box office, and in January, Beugg and the crew saw
even more material success
in the Golden Globes awards.
The movie was nominated for
seven awards and won every
single one, setting a record for
the film with the most Golden
Globe wins.
The accolades continue
to roll in as the Oscars approach. The nominations, released last Tuesday, included
a record-tying 14 for La La
Land. Critically, it’s in exclusive company.
“The record setting
night was really exciting,”
said Beugg. “After the event,
when I looked at the seven
Golden Globes, it reminded

cause it was a relatively smallbudget movie, and yet we got
to compete with some of the
biggest movies, and make a
very popular classic and comedy,” Beugg said.
Other significant projects Beugg has taken part
in include Draft Day, a look
inside a fictional NFL draft
from the perspective of a
franchise. Thank You for
Smoking, a satire on the alcohol, tobacco, and firearm
lobbyists of Washington, is
a peek inside Beugg’s former
place of occupation, where he
worked at the White House
Office of Budget and Management (OMB) under George
H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton
on energy and environmental
policy.
Beugg’s résumé grows by
the year, having now worked
on over 40 films.
Many of those films involved collaboration with
George Hickenlooper, ’82,
a director who died seven
years ago, including a short
film called They Call it a Sling
Blade, or Sling Blade for short,
which kickstarted Beugg’s career in Hollywood. The two
had been classmates through-

forth, I told him that I wanted
to try out and he encouraged
me to do it,” said Beugg.
Beugg ended up landing
a part in Guys and Dolls, going on to be a writer for his
class’s Senior Follies and playing a part in an Ursuline play,
Once Upon a Mattress.
Schulte even appeared
as an actor in two films that
Beugg produced, both directed by Hickenlooper, The Big
Brass Ring and The Low Life.
One of the projects includes
a tune from then-songwriter
James Gunn, ’84, now known
for his direction of Guardians
of the Galaxy. When SLUH’s
theater was named in Schulte’s honor in 2005, Beugg returned home to speak on behalf of the SLUH Hollywood
alumni, and played the two
clips that included Schulte.
“He really enjoyed (the
clips), and … he enjoyed being in the films too,” said
Beugg.
Beugg attended Yale after graduating, continuing to
take part in films and plays.
After a few years in the acting studio Ted Liss Studios
working as a consultant, he
returned to school at Stanford

very hard for a long time, and
the successes are wonderful,
but equally hard work is put
into the projects that don’t
end up being successful. … I
admire his perseverance.”
But even after and
throughout the tumultuous
flurry of professions and films
Beugg has worked on, he still
credits St. Louis U. High for
not only his success and dedication, but his effort to remain
humble in the face of that success.
“I want to thank the
teachers at SLUH for humoring me and encouraging me
as I attempted to move from
the things which came naturally, like academics and organizing school activities, to
pursuits that were more of a
stretch, like the performing
arts,” he said. “It gave me the
confidence that I could take
on any new challenge, even
outside my comfort zone, and
succeed. At the same time, I
thank them for teaching all
of us to remain humble and
grounded even when successes do come our way.”
		

Pick of the Lot: Pair of
Toyota FJ Cruisers bring
an offroad touch to the
parking lot pavement
BY Matthew Book
FEATURES EDITOR

D

own in the student parking lot, you typically
see used, early-to mid 2000’s
sedans and SUVs. There are,
however, cars that break the
doldrums of the lot. One such
example is a pair of Toyota
FJ Cruisers owned by seniors
Patrick Howley and Max
Twardowski.
While you may not be
able to picture an FJ in your
head, you have definitely
seen one before, and when
you did you most likely narrowed your eyes a little bit
and thought to yourself “Huh,
I wonder what that thing is.”
It does have some rather unusual styling, but it is not
there without purpose; the FJ
Cruiser has a retro-themed
design that harkens back to
the FJ40 sport utility vehicle.
Sold stateside from 1960
until 1983, the FJ40 was a
rugged, bare-bones, Jeeplike vehicle that was beloved
by those seeking to get off
of paved surfaces and into
more rough stuff. They were
tough little machines with a
reputation for reliability, and
many FJ40s survive to this
day. To capture some of the
nostalgia and passion of the
FJs of old, Toyota has used a
generous amount of FJ40 styling cues pulled right off the
original. Check out the two
round headlights up front, the
protruding front fenders, the
white top, and the chunky Cpillar.
Both
Howley
and
Twardowski have had their
cars for over a year, giving
them plenty of time to get familiar with them. How they
arrived at owning an FJ is very
different, though.
“It was either the FJ
Cruiser or a truck,” said
Twardowski, “But my parents
just kind of picked it out for
me, I didn’t really have an option.”
While Twardowski got
lucky that his parents had
such good taste, Howley did
a bit more research before

Howley have been very happy
with their cars so far. Howley’s
favorite part about his car is
something a bit unusual for
an SUV: the stick shift.
“That’s actually one of the
reasons I bought it. I wanted a
stick shift car and it satisfies
that need,” said Howley.
While stick shifts have
become increasingly less
common over the years, they
are still sought after by many
driving enthusiasts who enjoy
the greater control and connection to the car that a manual transmission allows.
Twardowski’s
favorite
part of his vehicle is the spare
tire mounted on the back, another one of the FJ’s less common styling features. That rear
tire is often a trademark of
off-road competence, featured
on other famous offroaders
such as the Jeep Wrangler, the
Mercedes Benz G-Wagen, and
the Land Rover Defender.
While overall both guys
say the cars are great, there
are a few little details that
they find less than desirable.
Twardowski just wishes his
car had better gas milage. The
14 mpg that he says he is getting is not so great, but is an
expected consequence from
being powered by a 4.0 V-6
with 239 horsepower.
For Howley, it isn’t necessarily something about the
car that he dislikes, though he
wishes it had removable doors
like a Jeep Wrangler.
While the doors might
not be able to come off, there
are still many other ways that
an FJ can be tailored to its
owner’s liking using aftermarket accessories. Twardowski’s
car has a light bar mounted
to the roof rack, and Howley
has added several features. He
has fitted custom 18 inch rims
and chunky offroading tires,
a brush guard with fog lights
on the front, and blacked out
bumpers.
This new remake of the
classic FJ40 doesn’t just look
like the original, it also shares
its off-road prowess that made
it worth resurrecting in the

The boys’ FJ Cruisers, parked side by side. photo | Matthew Book

deciding what kind of car he
wanted to drive.
“I decided on an FJ because it’s something different,
something you don’t see everyday, and it’s fun to drive,”
said Howley. “I was also considering a Jeep but too many
people have those. I just wanted to do something different.”
Both Twardowski and

first place. Large, off-roadfriendly tires, a low range, and
good ground clearance with
obstacle-clearing approach
and departure angles give the
FJ the ability to keep going
when the trail turns ugly. The
FJ really does have legitimate
off-road capability that does
plenty of justice to the iconic

continued on page 8
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Instructional Council eliminates block days
after mass teacher criticism
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(continued from page 1)

the way we were doing them
currently didn’t really allow
that to happen.”
According to Science
Department chair Mary Russo, the Science Department
would be open to a reformed
block schedule in the future.
“They were so infrequent,
we could not predict where
they would land,” said Russo.
“And if it happened to be on
a day that it just wasn’t going
to work for us, it was frustrating. We do our best to move
schedules and do things so we
can have the lab time or the
activity time, but sometimes it
just doesn’t work that way, so
if block days are gonna kind
of move around, a week before

or a week after is enough that
would throw off your year to
year plan.”
Similarly, according to
Social Studies Department
chair Kevin Foy, most history
teachers liked the extended
class time block days offered,
but wanted more practice
with the block schedule than
just once per quarter.
Another problem frequently cited among faculty
is the lost time from block
days. Unlike SLUH’s traditional schedule with seven
classes per day, each lasting
a total of 45-minutes, a block
day schedule requires only
4 classes on the first day and
3 on the second. However,
each period is lengthened to

80 minutes—10 minutes less
than two regularly scheduled,
45-minute classes.
Assistant Principal of
Academics Tom Becvar has
been frustrated with block
days, too, as he usually tries
covering two days of material in one 80 minute period.
According to Becvar, in their
current format, they’re also a
poor test of an actual block
system.
“They’re not a true test
of block days,” said Becvar.
“They’re just like, okay we
took a break for these two
days in some classes, and that’s
why kids like them, but if you
talk to the people who have to
cover the material, they’re not
going to say that they’re really
good for education.”
So when presented with
the decision to remove block
days from the calendar for
next year, nearly all members
of the Instructional Council—an advisory committee
to the principal consisting of
the department chairs of each
subject—agreed to eliminate
them.
“The general consensus
was that in their current format, the efficacious nature of
those days was not present,”
said Hannick.
News of the decision
caught most students by surprise.
“I didn’t think they were
going to cut them,” said ju-

nior Gabe Lepak. “There was
always a mystery action to
block days, but they seemed
to be satisfied with the way
they were and weren’t going to
cut them. So it’s kind of surprising, just totally out of the
blue.”
The majority of students
were also upset, viewing the
block days as a nice change
of routine, if only for once a
quarter.
“Block days are great because they give us a change
in monotony of the normal
schedule. I’m disappointed
to see that there won’t be any
next year,” said freshman Micah See.
“I enjoyed the occasional
block day, obviously I chose
SLUH because I didn’t want to
go to a school that had block
days every day, but I think
once a quarter is a great little
snippet,” said junior Pierce
Hastings.
Some students don’t care
whether block days were on
the calendar or not, and even
fewer are happy to see them
go.
The future of block days
remains undecided, and they
may possibly be returning in a
new and different format, but
any plans of a reformed system have yet to be developed.

Science department begins to plan for
solar eclipse next year
(continued from page 1)

“There is a St. Louis task
force that meets in the Science Center once a month.
They are currently gathering
an idea of what different communities are planning for the
eclipse,” said science teacher
Kathy Chott. “The task force
includes schools, cities, travel
agencies, parks, and other
places that need to consider
the effects of the eclipse.”
Some members of the
Science Department, as well
as junior Philip Schlichting,
have gone to some of the task
force meetings.
“I got the email for the
task force and I thought it
seemed interesting so I decided to check it out, but I was
the only student who came to
the initial meeting. I was very
surprised that more students
didn’t join, but students are
still allowed to join right now
if they want,” said Schlichting.
Chott has gone to some
of the task force meetings to
see how other organizations
are preparing for the eclipse.
“Some places in the
county, such as St. Clair and
Jefferson Barracks Park, are
having events because they
are in the path of totality,” said
Chott.
Chott also wants to find
out how the eclipse will affect
different environmental factors and how organization are
testing these changes.
“At the first task force
meeting I went to, Mike Roberts, a meteorologist, talked
about what type of weather to

expect during an eclipse,” said
Chott. “There is a weather
balloon project through the
University of Montana and
we said that we are interested
in participating. It would be
planned by students at Saint
Louis University, but our students would help. It would
be to gather data about solar
eclipses, because there is not
much data out there.”
Although, the path of totality does not pass through
SLUH, it does pass through
some areas very close to
SLUH.
“The path of totality is
about 70 miles wide and cuts
diagonally across the country
from Oregon to North Carolina. Although SLUH is a little
bit north of the path, many
students live within it,” said
Chott. “If you were to walk to
Highway 44 on Kingshighway,
you would be able to see a
total eclipse for about 20 seconds.”
The activities that SLUH
participates in will depend
on the schedule for the day,
which, aside from the fact that
it will be a special schedule, is
yet to be decided.
“We met with administration and … the Instructional Council and gave them
information to consider different activities going on in
the St. Louis community on
that day,” said Chott.
Chott has also been researching what different organizations and groups are
doing for activities.
“I went to an eclipse
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U.S. stamp collection
worth $97,000
donated by alumnus
(continued from page 1)

cent stamp you could put on
something and send that 500
miles,” Meier recalled.
Meier took an interest in
the history of postage stamps
early on. In fact, he had purchased several informational
books about stamp history,
production, and manufacturing. He also took an interest
in the design of the stamps
hand-made on printing plates.
Meier believes that the
most important part of the
collection is the unique history of each stamp.
“Every stamp that was issued had some kind of reason
behind it or a reason for its existence,” Meier said.
In August of 2015, Meier’s vision started to decline.
“I was literally afraid to
get in my car and drive anywhere,” said Meier “So the joy
of being able to read printed
material and to enjoy what the
stamps look like went away,
and I didn’t see any reason to
continue collecting.”
Meier immediately considered selling his valuable
collection. However, after
meeting with his CPA (Certified Public Accountant), he
decided that selling it wasn’t
the best option. If he sold
the collection, he would have
to come up with a cost base
that would be taxable, so he
decideD that he would rather
donate the collection, and
eventually decided to donate
the collection to SLUH.
“I thought it would be a
neat legacy to leave behind,”
said Meier.
According to Director of
Alumni Relations and Data
Joe Patke, Meier is a very gracious donor.
“Mr. and Mrs. Meier have
both been long time supporters and benefactors for Saint
Louis U. High,” said Patke.
“Mr. Meier has been a leader
in his class and has been very
supportive of the school.”
Meier called the school
towards the end of the first
semester and told the admin-

istration about his idea of
donating his extensive collection. After getting it appraised,
Meier sent it to the school,
and it has been in the SLUH
library since December.
“It literally was a foundation that gave me direction
and purpose, and I just feel
that I owe the high school so
much,” said Meier.
Meier and his wife Nita
were never able to have kids
to send to the school, so he
hopes that his contribution
will impact the community.
Meier hopes that he can
get some students interested
in stamp collecting through
the collection.
“It’s really a neat hobby,
and there are some really
beautiful stamps that we have
issued,” said Meier.
With the collection’s extensive and unique history,
Meier hopes it can provide an
outlet for historical interest
amongst students.
“I hope that the knowledge about the stamps can
be disseminated somehow
through a kind of historical
class and can be made available for the students to view,”
said Meier.
SLUH has taken the historical significance into consideration with the addition of
the stamps.
“There’s a great deal of
history involved in those
stamps that students might
be able to learn about,” said
Patke.
Meier has enjoyed the
stamps he has collected
through the years, and he
hopes that joy can be passed
on to the students at SLUH.
“He would just like for
some of the students to be interested and learn how much
enjoyment you can get out of
research,” said Nita Meier. “He
just wants someone else to enjoy what he has collected.”
“He could have given this
to any number of charities–libraries or museums–and he
chose us,” said Patke. “We are
so very grateful for that.”
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workshop at Wash U and I
picked up some ideas of how
educators can incorporate it,”
said Chott.
Chott has discussed
partnering with the Science
Center and although SLUH
doesn’t have definite plans,
they have eclipse glasses for
the whole community.
“I thought about planning something for the SLUH
community for the weekend
before, but I contacted the Science Center to see if we could
do any projects with them
and they are already planning
something for the weekend
before. This means that our
community will probably not
do anything the weekend before,” said Chott.
They have looked into
the pros and cons of the different situations and some are
concerned by the idea of an

all-school field trip.
“Ideally, we will have the
day off school on Aug 21 because it would let everyone do
whatever they wanted. Those
who didn’t want to participate
could miss out on it, but those
that want to participate can
participate to whatever degree
they would like to,” said Schlichting. “If we did a school field
trip there would probably be a
lot of assignments related to it
and that isn’t the point of it. It
is supposed to be something
that you do while worrying
about the eclipse, not while
worrying about school.”
Chott believes that they
school should look for more
student input.
“I would love to have
more student input as to what
they would think would be interesting,” said Chott.
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Interested in writing? Artistry?
Photography? Research?
The Prep News is for you.
Any writers, artists, and/or photographers
who are interested in participating in the
Prep News are invited to come up to the
Prep News office (J220) right
after school today.

Ball ’till the day I fall: Leritz chops up CBC with last second
Wrestling
three for first win over Cadets since 2013
continues
Matt Godar
McKissic was alright, as he
to gain
played the rest of the game,
he Saint Louis U. High
but the senior stud still gave
experience Tbasketball team continquite the scare.
ued its success with a string
“It was the knee I had
in past two of victories over the past week
surgery on earlier in my life,
and a half, including a home
so it was one of those times it
meets
win against Hazelwood Cenjust buckled,” said McKissic.
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he St. Louis U. High
varsity wrestling team
continued to show real improvement this past weekend at the Eric Lewis Invitational at Vianney and in a
match against St. Mary’s last
Tuesday.
SLUH had a quality
performance against the 20
competing teams, with a
third of the wrestlers placing. Senior Danny Trittler
won fifth place after winning four consecutive concession rounds. Senior Alex
Hymes dominated his seventh place match by majority
decision with a score of 13-5
after blasting through three
concession rounds. Sophomore Jacob Pineda also had
a stellar performance, faltering only in his seventh
place match, losing the close
match by an 8-7 decision.
“The team has been
performing very well in my
opinion,” said freshman

tral, a road win on a last second shot against CBC, and
a faraway road win against
Ozark.
In the last match of a set
for the third annual SLUHhosted MLK classic, the Jr.
Bills faced a tough opponent
in the athleticism of Hazelwood Central. It was the second matchup between the
two, with the first ending in
a 60-49 SLUH victory more
than a month ago.
Both teams came out of
the gate hot, knocking down
shot after shot. Senior guard
Anthony Hughes was rolling
early, putting in the Bills’ first
11 points and affecting the
game on the other side with
stifling defense.
“I wanted to come out
aggressive and attacking, I
had some open shots and I
took them” said Hughes. “ I
didn’t realize I had the first 11
points until it was pointed out
to me.”
But the Hawks managed
to keep up, matching SLUH’s
high tempo and dropping the

SPORTS EDITOR
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Andy Mujezinovic. “On all
competing levels, the team
as a whole is pretty solid.”
SLUH came out on top
last Tuesday against the St.
Mary’s Dragons, winning a
tight varsity and JV meet,
34-30. However, excluding
byes, SLUH dominated St.
Mary’s with every win coming either by fall or majority decision. This triumph
highlighted the progress the
varsity and JV teams have
made since the beginning of
the season.
“We picked up some
great wins, especially from
Danny (Trittler), Pietro
Galante, and Alex Hymes,”
said senior Chris Nguyen.
“Overall it was a well fought
win for SLUH.”
The wrestling team
faces off against Oakville on
Monday, Jan. 30, at 6 p.m. at
Oakville.

ball in the hoop every chance
they got. With four minutes
left in the quarter, the Jr. Bills’
offense slowed down a bit, allowing the Hawks to take the
lead on pretty floater in the
lane. However, SLUH immediately responded with an
equally pretty pick and roll
from Hughes to forward and
senior Brent Smith.
The teams went back
and forth for the rest of the
quarter. After some suffocating defense forced an errant
three from the Hawks, Smith
sauced a sizzler up the court to
senior guard Brandon McKis-

sic for a go-ahead bucket. The
quarter ended with SLUH on
top 17-15.
The second quarter
opened with the Hawks asserting their athleticism, connecting for a high-flying alley
oop jam right out of the gate.
But the Bills were not discouraged, and answered with two
free throws from junior forward Matt Leritz at the other
end.
The quarter continued
much like the first, with each
team seeming to match the
other tic for tac.
With three minutes left
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in the half, the Danis Field
House was given a fright. After junior guard Mikey Sanders pulled down a rebound
and whipped an outlet pass
to McKissic on the other side
of the court, McKissic’s knee
buckled as he planted for the
open layup, forcing the ball to
rim out and McKissic to drop
to the floor clutching his knee.
As Jr. Bills fans held their
breath, the Hawks collected
the ball and took the ball up
the court. McKissic got up
and limped after them, with
a timeout called after the ball
crossed halfcourt. Evidently,

continued on page 7

Hockey freezes over, suffers crushing blow from CBC,
rebounds with scoring frenzy against Lindbergh
Will Farroll
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Senior Brandon McKissic against Hazelwood Central on Monday.

As the quarter drew to
a close, the game remained
tight. In the final minute of
the half, the teams traded
threes before Hazelwood
drilled a last second floater to
leave the score 31-29 Jr. Bills.
In the third quarter, neither team could pull away.
The intensity rose and time
dwindled down as defense
took precedence.
The Hawks closed out on
Jr. Bill shooters quickly while
running into a tight phalanx
on the other side of the court.
Nonetheless, both sides kept
scoring.
With a minute left in
the third, Leritz sent the ball
up to McKissic for a thrifty
fastbreak finish, pushing the
lead to three. After the Hawks
failed to hit two free throws,
the Jr. Bills ended a long possession with a Smith leaner,
sending the Jr. Bills up 40-35
heading into the final quarter.
In the fourth quarter,
Smith took the momentum
and built on it, sparking Jr.

ollowing a roller coaster
of a week, the St. Louis U.
High varsity hockey team is
fighting for the number one
seed going into playoffs after
a rough 4-1 loss to CBC followed by an 8-3 victory over
the Lindbergh Flyers.
Following a five-game
win streak and where they
had allowed just four goals
in as many games, the Jr. Bills
coasted into Friday’s game
against the Cadets with a target on their back and a number one ranking to defend.
CBC came to play and
it was evident they would be
pushing the forecheck hard,
making it difficult for the Jr.
Bills to clear the zone.
Late in the period, the
forecheck proved its worth
as the Jr. Bills lost the puck
while trying to clear the
zone and CBC had an easy
chance against sophomore
goalie Brendan Rasch, who
was helpless against the turnaround shot, and the Cadets
led 1-0.
Twenty-six seconds later, with 3:25 left, CBC crashed
the net following an odd man
rush and scored easily off the
rebound to make it 2-0.
“We didn’t start out
well,” said head coach Kevin
Fitzpatrick. “We gave up bad
goals, where we just were out
of position on the first one,

and on the second one their
guy beats us down the ice.”
SLUH seemed to bounce
back with a minute left in
the period, but Cadet junior
goalie Jack Caruso was lights
out and snagged pucks left
and right, robbing the Jr. Bills
of many possible goals. Despite outshooting CBC, stellar
goaltending and missed executions on easy chances left
the score 2-0.
“They were hot and they
were able to capitalize, and
we just couldn’t get past Caruso. When he plays well he
plays really well, and we can
get fazed by that,” said sophomore captain Henry Wagner.
Thirty-six seconds into
the second period, SLUH saw
one of its best chances of the
night thanks to a cross-checking penalty on CBC. But once
again Caruso halted every
shot that came his way.
With just 11 seconds left
on the power play, the CBC
forecheck created a two-onone. A cross-ice pass to a wide
open skater made it Cadets
three, Jr. Bills zero.
After trailing by more
than a goal for the first time,
and then giving up another
one on the power play, SLUH
finally started to defensively
shut down CBC and to create
more chances. However, the
goaltending continued to be
CBC’s saving grace.
“You get down two or

Junior Joe Winkelmann against CBC last Friday.

three to nothing, it’s hard to
come back,” said Fitzpatrick.
“We worked hard halfway
through the second and the
rest of the game, but their
goalie made the difference. It
was bad for us and it was good
for them.”
After the Jr. Bills pulled
Rasch with 2:20 left in a last
attempt to produce something, captain Luke Gassett
found the back of the net on a
scrum to make the score 3-1.
After a CBC empty netter, the final score came up
4-1, despite SLUH’s 35-18 advantage in shots.
“We gotta be tougher
and harder to play against in
our end. I mean we got a lot

of shots tonight, but we just
couldn’t bury them,” said Fitzpatrick. “Their goalie played
well, and we didn’t shoot
that well. It’s just one of those
nights. We have to be able to
be strong at both ends of the
ice.”
With the tough loss behind them and a glimmer of
hope as CBC dropped a game
to Fort Zumwalt West 5-2, the
Jr. Bills came into the Monday
night game against Lindbergh
ready to set an example for
playoffs.
They did just that with
an eight-goal game, tallying a
total of 50 shots on the night.
Junior Jack Wachter netted the first goal on a slapper

photo | Brendan Voigt

from the point two minutes
into the game to give SLUH
the early lead.
One minute later senior
Louis Garavaglia tipped a
floater into the net to make it
2-0, and a minute and a half
after that senior Chaz Palumbo slipped a shot in on a
breakaway with ease to make
it 3-0 SLUH.
Palumbo struck again
with 9:29 left in the period,
making the score 4-0 in the
first six minutes of the game.
The tempo slowed a bit after
and the Jr. Bills possessed until the end of the period.
Sophomore goalie Dylan
Bak came out to defend the

continued on page 7
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Stemmler leads Jr. Billikens as rifle shoots to
the top at Sectionals
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Racquetball comes back in
full force after long break
Liam John and Steven Zak

REPORTERS				

artwork | Syed Fakhryzada

Ben Dattilo

REPORTER			

T

he St. Louis U. High rifle
team competed in NRA
Sectionals at Highlands, Il
this past Saturday. SLUH’s
varsity team took the first four
spots individually and took
first overall as a team. This is
the team’s second competition
of the year, having lost a close
one in the first competition to
start the year off 1-1.
Sophomore Adam Stemmler was first overall with a

score of 570, fellow sophomore Hayden Steingruby was
second overall with a score of
563, freshman Matt Friedrichs
was third overall with a score
of 560, and junior Joseph Weber was fourth overall with a
score of 559.
Stemmler led the competition in prone with a score of
197, Friedrichs led the competition in stand with a score of
185, and Weber led the competition in kneel with a score
of 190.

Having lost three seniors from last year, SLUH
has a promising young core
of shooters and the freshmen
and sophomores look to lead
the team as they took the top
three spots at the competition.
SLUH had eight other
participants in the competition, including senior Liam
Quinlisk, sophmores Zac
Tiberghien, Jack Doyle, and
Anthony Rizzo, and freshman
Max Wilson, Miguel Cadiz,
Ray Winter, and John Wilker.

Hockey rebounds in big win over Lindbergh

(continued from page 6)

net to start the second period,
but Lindbergh made quick
work and put one behind him
1:03 into it.
Gassett answered with
9:59 left, when he shot five
hole to make it 5-1.
With 3:30 left, Wagner
took one coast to coast and
put a wrist shot in the back of
the net for a solid unassisted
goal. 6-1 Jr. Bills.

Garavaglia and freshman
Patrick Simoncic closed out
the scoring.
With an 8-1 lead in the
third, SLUH let up the reins
and played some defense. Bak
allowed two more goals from
the Lindbergh offense, but the
cushion was quite enough to
propel SLUH to the 8-3 win.
“We needed a win,” said
Fitzpatrick. “It’s a divisional
game for us, and we’re ahead

of CBC, but if they win on
Thursday and we lose Saturday they win the division. It
was a big game for us.”
With the CBC loss to
FZW and the win over Lindbergh, SLUH remains number
one but has to make a push in
their last two games of the season. They will face off against
Fort Zumwalt West tonight
at 9:45 at Affton, and will go
away to Webster Groves Rec

“The match went very
well this weekend because
everybody on the team shot
above a 500 out of 600,” said
Weber. “I need to improve on
my standing position because
that is the only position that
is dragging down my overall
score. I was very pleased with
my kneeling score especially
because I have not been doing
very well in that position.”
The team continues to
practice, looking forward to
Nationals in the summer. Last
summer, the team participated in Nationals and is looking
to get back to Nationals and
win it all.
SLUH looks forward to
participating in two matches
at SLUH this weekend. One is
for qualifying for Regionals in
Anniston, Ala. and the other
is for the Junior Olympics in
Denver, Colo.
Center to play Edwardsville
tomorrow night at 8:45 to cap
off the regular season.
“We just have to close out
these next two,” said Wagner.
“They’re huge. I mean Saturday night is for the division,
possibly the clinching game.
A bunch of us aren’t gonna be
there so we’re gonna have to
have a bunch of guys step up
and get the dub for us.”

Basketball looks to star-studded Webster Groves

Senior Brent Smith against Hazelwood Central on Monday.
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(continued from page 6)

Bill dominance.
After the Hawks put in
second chance points, Smith
answered with his own offensive board and bucket. While
Hazelwood tried to trim the
five-point lead, the SLUH refused to relent.
McKissic upped the
tempo with a few fastbreak
buckets, while Smith officially caught fire, scoring on
three possessions in a row and
pushing the SLUH lead to 11
with four minutes left.
“It felt really good to do
that again, be a force on the
offensive end,” said Smith.
From there, the Jr. Bills
coasted to the finish, as the
defense tightened its already
firm grip, not allowing the
Hawks to be within ten for
the rest of the game. The game
ended with SLUH ahead 6552.

Next, the Jr. Bills headed
to CBC for one of the more
tense games of the year. SLUH
had not beat CBC in the last
seven games played between
the two, leaving the BasketBills chomping at the bit.
“It was a great team, especially coming off the big
win at St. Mary’s,” said Leritz.
“The second quarter we
were able to settle down and
get our defense going, and
that really got us going,” said
head coach Erwin Claggett.
The match was rough
through and through. CBC
came out pressing, and the
referees seemed to call everything. Both teams were in the
bonus before the first quarter
ended.
Neither team was able to
establish dominance or build
a lead greater than four. Turnovers came often, as both defenses played fairly well.

Senior forward B.J. Wilson knocked down a wide
open mid range shot after
Hughes sized up the CBC defender and dished a dime to
the big man as time expired,
putting the Bills up 15-12 at
the end of the quarter.
In the second quarter, the
defenses locked down.
Although CBC scored 25
seconds into the quarter, the
scoring was very spread out,
as both teams tightened up
and forced turnovers or long
possessions.
After a CBC and-1
trimmed SLUH’s lead to two
with two and a half minutes
left, the Cadets failed to score
for the rest of the half. Sanders
then split a pair of free throws
to cap off a long possession.
Both teams turned the
ball over a few times before
SLUH found the ball with 45
seconds left. After 40 seconds
of motion cuts and moving
the ball, Sanders found Leritz
for a deep three to put the Jr.
Bills up 25-19 going into half,
foreshadowing the end of the
game.
“There were a lot of key
shots at a lot of opportune
times,” said Claggett.
SLUH failed to take advantage of the momentum, as
the offense struggled and the
defense slipped a bit.
The Cadets managed
to come within one of the Jr.
Bills after a 7-0 run, capped off
by a corner three that sent the
CBC crowd into a frenzy. After a few turnovers from both
teams, Smith put in a bucket

off a Sanders assist.
The Jr. Bills again pushed
the lead to six, and CBC again
trimmed the lead to one.
Time expired as a SLUH three
rimmed out, leaving the score
36-35 SLUH going into the final quarter.
The fourth opened with
CBC taking their first lead
since the first quarter, though
SLUH quickly answered with
a Mikey floater.
After two quick SLUH
fouls, CBC was in the bonus. The Cadets split the free
throws, tying the game at 38
with six minutes left.
For the rest of the game,
each team seemed to answer
any success. Neither team had
a lead greater than three for
the rest of the game. With a
minute left and CBC up one,
the Cadets drew a foul and
sank both free throws, putting
them up 47-44.
Following a hard drive,
McKissic was sent to the line
for two shots. After drilling the first, McKissic just
missed on the second. Fortunately, junior guard A.J. Hardin scrapped for the offensive
board and nailed a tough inside shot to tie the game with
45 seconds left.
At the other end, CBC
drew another foul but missed
both shots, giving the Jr. Bills
a chance to win with 17 seconds left.
Coming out of the timeout, Hughes inbounded the
ball to McKissic, who took the
ball up top. Double screens
were set by Smith and Le-

T

he St. Louis U. High Racquetball team played in the annual Blizzard Tournament on Saturday, Jan. 14, and then
played in the annual Doubles Tournament the following weekend.
During the Blizzard tournament, several players decided
to opt out due to the icy weather, but the players that played
gave their best. Victories included sophomore Ryan Juergens
winning second place in the Men’s C division, and freshman
Nick Schulze, who won second in the Men’s D division.
The Blizzard is not only for high schoolers, but anyone,
which makes the tournament harder than others that SLUH
participates in throughout the season.
The Doubles Tournament this past weekend was different
from the Blizzard because it was only for high school and grade
school players, and almost all the SLUH players participated.
Junior Adam Hanson and sophomore Matthew Hayes
had an amazing tournament, placing first in the highest division in the tournament.
Another stellar duo was between sophomore Cole Banker
and senior Cory Thomason. They placed second in the varsity
doubles consolation bracket.

artwork | Brandon Trusler

Meanwhile, juniors Steven Zak and Riley McEnery played
back to back games to get the win for the Intermediate bracket.
Since Christmas break, the varsity team had been dormant until these last two weekends.
On Friday, varsity played against Lafayette, and on Monday they played against Jesuit rival De Smet. In each match,
SLUH dominated, with the opponents getting no more than 14
points in a match. The team continued its undefeated streak
to head into the final two games against its two biggest rivals,
Kirkwood and Parkway West.
“Everyone played well,” Hayes said. “No one gave up very
many points. The team has improved a lot and will hopefully
improve more before state.”
In other varsity news, senior doubles player Roman Visintine suffered a foot injury. He is set to be out for two to four
weeks and may not be able to play in State or Nationals.
“Roman is a big loss for us as he is our biggest spirit leader
for our team so he is definitely going to be missed,” said Hayes.
ritz, leaving McKissic with
three options: hit the rolling
Smith, find a shot himself, or
dump the ball back Leritz for
a three. As McKissic was double teamed, Leritz’s defender
moved to cover Smith, leaving
Leritz open for a three. McKissic managed to dice him the
ball through his defenders,
and Leritz splashed the shot,
putting the Bills up three with
1.7 seconds left.
“It felt short coming
out, but it ended up going in,
swishing,” said Leritz.
“The top of the key is one
of his hot spots, I knew he was
gonna make it,” said McKissic.
“I was ready to get a rebound, but when I saw it go
in, I just went crazy, I was
elated,” said Smith.
The Cadets’ half court
attempt was no good, giving
the Jr. Bills the 50-47 victory
as the small SLUH fan section
erupted.
“For the better part of the
game we didn’t play real well,”
said Claggett. “I think it says a
lot about the group of guys we
have that we were still able to
find a way to win.”
“We just got to play better
the next time we see them, for
Senior Night at SLUH,” said
McKissic.
The next day, SLUH hit
the road for the four hour trip

to Ozark High School.
The game was close for its
entirety, with strong defense
dictating the game. The Jr.
Bills ended up grinding harder
however, and outscored Ozark
by four in the final quarter to
win by five.
Hughes scored 21 points,
many of which came in the
second half, on 63 percent
shooting. He also tallied five
assists and six rebounds.
“I remember coach constantly yelling at me to shoot.
I wasn’t feeling confident
because I had been off and
missed my last couple, but
coach insisted, so that’s what I
began to do,” said Hughes.
“It was a perfect storm
for us to lose,” said Claggett.
“They just kept hanging in
there and making shots, but
we started to get going in the
fourth quarter.”
The Jr. Bills next take on
Webster Groves at home, tonight at 7 p.m. Webster boasts
two highly touted recruits in
junior forward Carte’are Gordon and guard Courtney Ramey.
“The guys will be up for
it just like they are for any
game,” said Claggett. “We
don’t approach it any differently than other games.”
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Around the Hallways
Latin Club Movie
The Latin Club met for a filmwatching party last Friday after school. An episode of Bob
Ross was featured at the party.
Junior Chris Schaefer said that
the watch-party was “a great
opportunity to share (Ross’)
majesty with the world.” In
addition to activities such
as these, the Latin Club also
meets on Thursday’s to practice answering Latin-related
questions to prepare for the
Certamen League, a competition of “fast recall of facts
about classical civilizations
and its peoples, languages,
and cultures,” according to
NJCL.org. The movie was an
opportunity for the members
of the Latin club to socialize
as they continue to prepare for
their upcoming competition
on Jan. 31 at MICDS.

YC watch Party
The Young Conservatives
Club met after school in room
J124 last Friday to watch
the inauguration of Donald
Trump as the 45th president
of the United States. They celebrated the return of a Republican president with a Trump
flag that they hung on the wall
during the meeting.

Twin Toyota FJs
lurking in the lot
name.
While neither Howley
nor Twardowski sought their
FJ’s out with off-roading as
their primary focus, they do
take them off the pavement
from time to time.
“I take it to my farm and
drive it around there,” said
Twardowski. “But it’s otherwise good on the snow so
that’s good for the winter.”
“I go off-roading from
time to time,” said Howley.
“Not serious off-roading, but
when I get the chance, I take
it.”
The FJ Cruiser is certainly a unique vehicle. One

Seniors Return from Project
7:50am Seniors to Chapel during homeroom
AP
Junior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Mini corn dogs
Lunch Special—Taco bar
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
7:00pm V Basketball vs. Webster Groves
9:45pm V Hockey vs. Fort Zumwalt West

March for Life in Washington,
D.C. This year, 30 students
and three adult moderators
made the journey to protect
the vision that our world is a
world where every human life
should be valued and protected. They will return Sunday
evening at 8:00.

Curdt class run
While most classes spent their
fourth period last Friday in
class protected from the eleMarch Departure
ments, English teacher Tim
Members of the Students for Curdt decided to take his class
Life Club departed yesterday for laps around the upper
after lunch for the 44th annual field. This comes as no sur-

(continued from page 4)

of the most capable and rugged Asian cars sold in the last
ten years, it does not prioritize conformity and everyday
luxury, but delivers something
that doesn’t come to market
very often: a car that captures
an idea and a lifestyle. It has
the looks to make you dream
of driving it over mountains
and the ability to actually do
it, all while paying homage to
its roots.
For those who like an offroad ready sport utility vehicle
with distinct styling, the gruff
FJ Cruiser is there to satisfy
your cravings, just as it has for
these two lucky seniors.

Quote of the Week:

“Our liberty depends on
the freedom of the press,
and that cannot be limited
without being lost.”

Schedule R

Friday, January 27

prise for anyone who knows
or has had Curdt and has been
exposed to his obsession with
working out. Curdt is most
well known for his “burpees.”
He saw it as an opportunity to
whip his class into shape for
the mountainous challenge
that would soon come their
way in reading Shakespeare.

weekly outings to learn about
different areas of Saint Louis
and taste the food it has to offer. As of now, there is no plan
for the club’s next adventure.
However, all students interested in Staycation are encouraged to check the club’s
bulletin board outside the
math office for information
on future trips. Students can
also stop by room 220C durStaycation
ing activity period Wednesday
Members of the Staycation for the club’s next meeting.
Club will climb into a school
van after school today and —John Burke, Reed Milnor,
head to the Central West End William Slatin, Nathan Wild,
to explore that part of the city. Joe Bytnar.
This will be one of Staycation’s

SLUH hosts second
annual Robotics
Jamboree
(continued from page 1)

to use different sensors, including touch, ultrasonic,
and color sensors in order to
get through the course.
A new challenge was
introduced this year that allowed participants to get a bit
of sweet motivation.
“We tried making a challenge where the robot would
sweep candy out of a box, just
kind of as a fun challenge,
and whatever candy the students swept out using the
robot they would keep,” said
senior Robbie Esswein.
Many of the students
were able to try these challenges from 8:30 until lunch,
which was provided by
SLUH, and the goal was to
try and score as many points
possible at each of the challenges to contribute to the
team’s final standing.
“Teams weren’t ranked

against each other, but they
were assigned either bronze,
silver, gold, or platinum banners based on their spirit in
the competition and their
performance,” said Wagner.
After lunch, teams from
three other high schools besides SLUH; Rosati-Kain, De
Smet, and Bishop DuBourg,
competed with one another
with larger scale robots.
“Bishop
DuBourg
brought their field, and we
competed with them, and
then we ended up getting in
a little tussle with De Smet.
It was all friendly but we did
try to break their robot,” said
Wagner.
Overall, the Jamboree
brought together around 45
student volunteers from St.
Louis University, Cor Jesu,
De Smet, Bishop DuBourg,
Rosati-Kain, and SLUH.

Saturday, January 28
C/JV Wrestling Tournament @ De Smet
V Wrestling Tournament @ Rockwood Summit
8:45pm V Hockey vs. Edwardsville

Sunday, January 29
CISL Speech vs. Duchesne
5:15pm Father/Son Mass
6:00pm Father/Son Banquet
Schedule M

Monday, January 30
4:00pm
5:30pm
6:00pm
6:45pm

C white Basketball vs. Vianney
C blue Basketball vs. Vianney
C/JV/V Wrestling @ Oakville
JV Hockey vs. Francis Howell

Tuesday, January 31

Schedule R

AP

1818 registration
Columbia College
		
4:30pm B Basketball vs. Vianney
6:00pm V Basketball vs. Vianney

Wednesday, February 1

Schedule R

AP

Chinese New Year Celebration
Junior Ring Fitting
Junior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Fontbonne University
The University of Iowa
7:00pm Spring Break Immersion Trip Information
Meeting (Student & Parent)

Thursday, February 2

Schedule R

AP

Confession
Junior Ring Fitting
Junior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
The University of Missouri Columbia
6:00pm C/JV/V Wrestling vs. Priory

Friday, February 3
AP
4:15pm
5:30pm
7:00pm

Junior Class Mass
C blue Basketball @ Kirkwood
B Basketball @ Kirkwood
V Basketball @ Kirkwood

–Thomas Jefferson, 1786

Schedule R

calendar | Jack Schweizer

Underclassman Sports Briefs
JV Hockey
1/21
SLUH		
1
CBC		
2
key stat: Freshman Jack Hazelton scored the lone goal.
key quote: “We played pretty
well, but they just wanted it
more at they end and they got
the W at the end,” said junior
Kevin Einig.

put the loss behind us, and next game: 1/30 vs. Francis
we came out the next day and Howell
played our best game as a team
so far,” said junior Sam Kutz. B-Team Hockey
1/24
1/24
SLUH		
1
SLUH		
2
CBC		
1
Marquette
0
key stat: Freshman Carson
key stat: Freshman Cole Jan- Massie scored the only goal
sky stopped 11 shots for the for the Jr. Bills.
shutout.
key quote: “We played a rekey quote: “The boys really ally nice game and ultimately
1/22
moved it around and were dominated the play. UnfortuSLUH		
6
physical against Marquette, nately, they got one late and
Oakville		
0
something we haven’t been forced a tie,” said sophomore
key stat: Junior Louie Perotti doing, and it proved really Brian Lymberopoulos.
registered two goals and an well,” said Perotti.
assist.
next game: 1/28 vs. Ladue
key quote: “We were able to

Freshman White Basketball
1/19
McCluer		
48
SLUH		
32
1/23
SLUH		
35
McCluer North 54
key quote: “After two rough
losses, the team needs to get
tougher and work together to
finish out the season strong,”
said freshman Alexander
Rodgers.

Freshman Blue Basketball

1/20
SLUH		
CBC		

43
32

1/23
SLUH		
McCluer North

55
40

next game: 1/30 vs. Vianney

1/25
SLUH		
Chaminade

49
50

JV Basketball

next game: 1/31 vs. Vianney

1/19
SLUH		
Clayton		
1/21
SLUH		
De Smet		

1/19
SLUH		
next game: 1/28 vs. Fort Zum- McCluer		
walt West

40
44

45
58

39
33

—Stephen Ocampo, Jack Perry,
and Nick Prainito contributed
reporting.

