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Tuition increases to
258 students accepted to class of 2021
$16,800 for 2017-18 school
year; financial aid
spikes to $4.1 million

Conversation

Aliste takes
semester off
to research
teaching
methodology
around the
nation

1.818 percent rise in tuition
is lowest in five years
BY Samuel J. Chechik
EDITOR IN CHIEF

F

or the 2017-2018 school
year, the tuition to attend
St. Louis U. High will grow
from $16,500 to $16,800, an
exact 1.818 percent increase
from last year’s price tag. Additionally, the financial aid for
next year is estimated at $4.1
million, an increase of 13.889
percent from last year’s $3.6
million.
“We have been working
very hard to make sure that
we combine a low tuition
increase—1.8 percent this
year—with generous financial aid increase to 4.1 million, and, of course, the heart
of our school—besides our
students—is our faculty, and
so to try and do what is a fair
compensation adjustment for
them,” said President David
Laughlin.
Citing the 1.818 percent
increase in comparison with
SLUH’s founding year, Vice
President of Administration
Joe Komos, ’77, said, “We got
lucky.”
This year’s tuition increase is the lowest since
Komos started compiling the
budgets, which will be six

years in September. Each year,
he has kept SLUH’s tuition at
or under a four percent increase.
“We continue to work
very hard to try and keep
SLUH affordable for our families,” said Komos.
While in the past this announcement would usually
come in March, this February
date marks the second year
that SLUH has issued the next
year’s tuition announcement
in time before sending out
admissions letters to the incoming freshman class. This
allows parents to see future
tuitions instead of the current
year’s. Komos said that SLUH
would continue to expedite
the budget process in order
to keep that amount in the
letters for future tuition announcements.
“You think about the
areas we talk about when we
talk about where did cost increase, if you would, and it’s
all those areas that directly
impact students because
at the end of the day, that’s
why we’re here,” Komos said.
“We’re here to educate you
guys, and that’s where we

BY Galen Bacharier
FEATURES EDITOR
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UP AND COMERS: St. Louis U. High’s Class of 2021 received their acceptance letters Saturday.
BY Joseph Reznikov and
Johno Jackson

NEWS EDITOR AND REPORTER

L

ast Friday at 4:00 p.m.,
258 eighth graders from
68 zip codes received word
that they had been accepted
as members of St. Louis U.
High’s class of 2021.
“I am very excited about
the class of 2021,” said Director of Admissions Anja
Schmelter. “These young men
are highly qualified academically, possess a wide variety of
interest and talents, and represent a broad range of geocontinued on page 3 graphic, socioeconomic, and

FLU High: widespread virus results
in high student absences

ethnic diversity.”
This year’s admissions
decisions were mailed as well
as available online.
Two-hundred and seventy-two students applied to be
a member of the class of 2021
in the fall, which is slightly
less than previous years. The
number of applications is a
12.5% decrease from the class
of 2020 (311 applicants), a
4.9% decrease from the class
of 2019 (283 applicants), and
a 15.8% decrease from the
class of 2018 (323 applicants).
Schmelter thinks this is possibly due to more students

S

Last 10 days: Avg. of 52
absences (4.98% of student
body)
Most absences in a day:
74, this Monday, Feb 6th
(7.08% of student body)
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t. Louis U. High’s winter
edition of the seasonal
magazine of Art and Literature, Sisyphus, went on sale
this Monday and included
short stories, pictures, paintings, and poems. The content
was submitted by students
and put together by a small
team of literary editors, art
editors, layout editors, and
moderators Mr. Rich Moran
and Mr. Frank Kovarik. The
magazine is over 60 pages
worth of beautiful writing
and images, and the hard
work put into this particular
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Deves inspires college students
Math teacher Stephan Deves
gives a speech to current SLU
students about his story as a part
of a new program named VITAS.
Page 2
Movie review
As a precursor to Mission Week,
the film The Mask You Live In was
shown in the commons last Tuesday night. Members of the SLUH
and De Smet community attended the viewing. Page 2

continued on page 8

continued on page 4

The winter debut of Sisyphus:
pictures, paintings, poems, and prose
BY Ken Viehland
REPORTER

Average number of students
absent per day: 25.8
(2.5% of student body)

doing research ahead of time
to understand if SLUH is the
right fit for them.
“More and more people
go to events and have opportunities to come see the campus (in grade school),” said
Schmelter. “Students are doing their homework to figure
out the right fit, versus applying when they might not be
qualified, especially academically.”
While the decrease in
applications also resulted in a
decrease in accepted students,
Schmelter is not concerned

eatures editor Galen
Bacharier sat down with
Spanish teacher Myriam Aliste to discuss her sabbatical
this past semester, traveling to
different schools around the
country on a mission to improve and better understand
her teaching methodology.
Galen Bacharier: For those
unfamiliar with the background on this, what was the
purpose of the sabbatical in
the first semester? Why did
you go on it?
Myriam Aliste: It was to research a bit more about the
methodology that I have been
using the last five years. Before that, I used to use the
traditional way of teaching
Spanish, or foreign languages,
and that’s the way most of us
have learned foreign languages. It’s very grammar-oriented, and the textbook dictates
what you do or don’t do. It’s
also very thematic. … About
five years ago, I realized, especially in a place like SLUH, I
wasn’t necessarily reaching all
of my students, which is al-

Vitellaro receives justice award
Senior Salvatore Vitellaro received the Martin Luther King Jr.
Model of Justice Award, recognizing him for his passion for social
justice in the community. Page 2
One on one with Connie Leinauer
Kevin Murati talks to Advancement Department Assistant and
moderator of the Fathers’ and
Mothers’ Clubs about what she
does behind the scenes at SLUH.
Page 4

issue is as evident as ever.
“This issue has very little
long fiction. Mr. Kovarik and
I wondered if we would end
up with a very short issue this
year,” said moderator Mr. Moran. “We’ve both been dazzled
by the quality of the writing
and we had even more room
for lovely prints and dramatic
photographs.”
The team put together
this winter’s copy over the
entire month of January and
the start of February. They
met several times to read
through all of the various
submissions in order to get a
sense of which ones were fit

Wrestling seniors reminisce
Dan Trittler, Ryan Hymes, and
Chris Nguyen talk about their
time spent on the team and share
their hopes for the team in the
future. Page 5

Racquetball serves up Kirkwood
The racquetballers fought valiantly against the Pioneers, and
were rewarded with a sweep of
victories. They could win the
league on Valentine’s day. Page 6

for publication. The authors
of the submissions remained
anonymous while decisions
were made. This part of the
process proved to be quite
difficult and time consuming.
“Reading through everything and properly articulating it was a challenge,” said
sophomore literary editor
Liam John.
Once the team had some
idea of which pieces they
would use in the issue, the
process of working with the
authors to fine tune the content began. After every piece
was perfected, they were

continued on page 8
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Vitellaro awarded Martin Luther
King Jr. Model of Justice Award

photo | courtesy of Meg Beugg

Senior Salvatore Vitellaro (right) with Brendan Underwood ’16
(left) at the award presentation.
BY Jack Schweizer
CORE STAFF

S

enior Salvatore Vitellaro
received the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Model of
Justice Award two weeks ago,
an honor given to one senior
out of the entire class who actively strives for social justice
in the St. Louis U. High community.
Presented to Catholic
high school students around
St. Louis each year, Vitellaro
was recognized as a role model who has exhibited a “commitment to serving humanity
in the broader community,”

according to the website of
the Archdiocese of St. Louis.
As a weekly member of
several social justice clubs
around SLUH, including Students for Life and Pax Christi,
Vitellaro was nominated for
the award by Principal Craig
Hannick and Campus Ministry.
“This award was a surprise,” said Vitellaro. “Every
Christian, I think, has an obligation to do the work that I’ve
done, and so to give an award
is not necessary.”
Over the course of his
career at SLUH, Vitellaro has

attended the Arrupe Leaders
Summit and March for Life,
advocating for environmental
issues, immigration reform,
the rights of the unborn, and
those on death row. In addition, Vitellaro is devoted to
Mass, attending and serving
the 7:20 a.m. Mass before
school on a daily basis.
“His piety and reverence for Mass is inspirational
to others,” said Hannick in
a nomination letter to the
Archdiocese, citing Vitellaro’s
achievements qualifying him
for the award.
Confirmed to receive the
award, Vitellaro was invited
by the archdiocese to a Mass
commemorating the legacy
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
with Archbishop Carlson as
the presider.
Joined by around thirty
other recipients across the St.
Louis area, Vitellaro and the
group convened after Mass
at a reception held in Boland
Hall, a school next to the Cathedral. SLUH alum Brendan
Underwood ’16, who received
the same award last year, was
a keynote speaker at the reception, and congratulated
Vitellaro after the event.
“I’ve worked with Salvatore for three and a half years,
and I’ve seen so many examples of how he has chosen to
make social justice a priority in his life, personally, and
helping to guide the school as
a quietly noble leader,” said
Campus Minister Meg Beugg.

Chess falls to Crossroads in grueling match
BY Liam Connolly
CORE STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High chess
team suffered another loss
this past Wednesday, leaving
the players and the SLUH chess
community with heavy hearts.
Despite determination and
great team effort, the BishopBills lost to Crossroads 18-11.
SLUH’s points were taken
on boards one and three. Senior
Will Kelly won on board one
for eight points, and freshman
Thomas Reilly drew on board
three to gain three points,
or half of the board’s worth.
Sophomore Paul Gillam, senior
Jacob Safarian, and sophomore
Will Schmitt played boards
two, four, and five, respectively.
This was Kelly’s last game
of his four-year career with the
BoardBills, as he will be missing
next week’s game.
“He was a teammate of my
son’s when William was a freshman and my son was the senior
captain on the chess team, so
I’ve come out and watched

some of his games and was very
impressed,” said varsity coach
and Latin teacher Rich Esswein. “He’s really come through
this year, and the only game he
lost was to a very high-caliber
player.”
Kelly will also be missing
the state chess meet because of
a conflict with track, but he still
has high hopes for the future of
the team.
“I have to pass the baton
to the younger guys so that they
can run their leg of the race—
so they better run a good race,”
said Kelly.
Throughout the year, Kelly
and the other seniors on the
team have been instrumental
in helping guide the younger
players on the team who will
carry the team in years to come.
Three of the five boards are
consistently played by underclassmen like Gillam, Schmitt,
and Reilly.
“Will’s leadership this year
has been outstanding as far as
helping the other guys along.
I can’t mention him without

mentioning the other seniors,
who helped the younger kids
out, and that will really pay
some great dividends going forward,” said Esswein.
Looking back, Kelly is
pleased with how the past four
years have gone. He has had an
impressive record in the past
three years, and kept this record
up this year, only losing to a
nationally ranked chess player
from John Burroughs.
“I’d like to have seen what
I could have done, but my only
loss was to a Candidate Master,
so I’m pretty proud of that. It
was a tough season, but Coach
Esswein has done a really good
job, and it’s great to be ending it
with him because his son, John
Esswein, was actually the guy
who got me to come out for the
chess team.”
Despite being without
their regular board one player,
the team will be facing off
against Belleville East next
Wednesday in the hope of making the chess playoffs.

Senior Jacob Safarian making a move during practice on Thursday.
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Speech heads into finals in fourth place Deves shares vocation story with SLU

BY James Pollard
REPORTER

A

fter forfeiting the first
meet due to the fall play,
the speech team has climbed
back and is in position to
make a run at Finals.
“We have at least one
performer in every category
for finals, so that’s pretty exciting,” said senior Evan Gorman.
Each finalist will perform
one round in front of three
judges. After all of the performances have been scored,
the finalists will be ranked
first, second, or third in each
category. After all of the individual rankings have been tallied up the team rankings will
be announced.
The Speechbills needed
some big performances at the
third meet two weeks ago in
order to have a chance at win-

ning Finals. The day started
off rough, with senior Roman
Lipinski missing. Junior Sean
Cailteux, having never done
any sort of improvisation, had
to take his place. He and senior Blaise Lanter ended up
winning a blue ribbon.
“My initial reaction was
‘Is there anyone else that can
do this?’ I was honestly so
scared,” said Cailteux. “I ended up finding out it was a lot
of fun. I’d like to do it again.”
Along with Lanter and
Cailteux for Duet Improv, the
following students also received blue ribbons: Cailteux
for Extemporaneous Speaking, Sam Pottinger for Extemporaneous Speaking and
Duet Improv, Pierce Hastings
for Duet Improv and Humorous Serious, Evan Gorman
for Storytelling, and Ethan
Schmidt for Radio Speaking.

artwork | Joe Hillmeyer

The following students
received red ribbons: James
Pollard in Prose and Humorous Serious, Max Kriegshauser in Poetry, and Darren
Tucker in Poetry.
Finally, the performers
that moved on to finals are:
Cailteux in Extemporaneous
Speaking, Pierce Hastings in
Humorous Serious, Pottinger
and Hastings in Duet Acting, Pollard in Prose, Lanter
and Lipinski in Duet Improv, Tucker in Poetry, Jake
Johnson in Original Oratory,
Schmidt in Radio Speaking,
and Gorman in Storytelling.
Currently in fourth place
as a team, the students are
confident that they can perform well in Finals and win.
“We came in first place
last year after a good showing
at finals, so hopefully if we do
really well at finals again we
can jump up in the rankings,”
said Gorman.
“Considering we didn’t
go to the first meet, I think we
still have a really great chance
of winning this thing. I think
we can snag it. We snagged it
last year when no one thought
we were going to win,” said
Tucker.
Finals will be held on
February 26 at St. Louis U.
High.

BY Nick Shelton and Francis Barberi
REPORTERS

M

ath teacher Stephen
Deves, ’11, was invited
to give a speech at SLU last
Thursday about his story as
part of a new program named
VITAS.
VITAS (Vocational Inquiry Through Advocacy and
Service) is a program designed
to help college kids discern
their vocation. The program
mostly consists of seniors, but
a few underclassmen are also
part of the program. Teachers
and faculty members act as
mentors to the students, help-

ing assist them in determining
their career path.
Deves gave a half-hour
speech about how he got to
where he is now, a teacher at
SLUH. Deves shared his story,
going through most of college
wanting to be an accountant
and majoring in accounting,
only to change his vocation
and spend a year as a part of
ASC (Alum Service Corps)
at SLUH. He pursued teaching and loved his first year at
SLUH.
“My main point to them
was that our vocation is not a
one time thing, but something
that happens continuously

over our lifetime, and there’s
no right or wrong answer,” said
Deves.
After the speech, the students gathered in small groups
discussing and reflecting on
the speech.
“The opportunity to sit
down and put my story into
words was pretty powerful,”
said Deves.
As he continues teaching, he said he remains open
to new opportunities as he
continues to determine his vocation.

The Mask You Live In kicks off
Mission Week festivities
BY Brad Gale
REPORTER

L

ast Tuesday night in the
Si Commons, SLUH4GE,
STUCO, and Campus Ministry
hosted a showing of the documentary The Mask You Live In
as a precursor of Mission Week.
SLUH students and parents, as
well as De Smet students, were
invited to attend the showing.
The Mask You Live in is
a 2015 documentary film that
showcases interviews from
men of many different backgrounds, as well as masculine
psychology experts. It displays
the cultural perception of masculinity, and how the pressure

men feel to be masculine is extremely harmful to themselves
and others. It is brought up
throughout the film that this
masculinity is not the fault of
any group or individual of any
gender – instead it is something
that we are all responsible for
through our actions and beliefs.
The film was shown in order to prepare students for Mission Week in late February, as
one of the major themes of that
week will be authentic masculinity and sexism. After the film
concluded, there was group
discussion among the attending students, teachers, and parents concerning their thoughts

towards the documentary.
“The aspect that really
stood out to me was how silent
and engaged rowdy students
got toward the end of the movie,” said junior Pierce Hastings.
“The movie did a great job of
getting people to tune in who
normally wouldn’t have.”
Campus Minister Dan Finucane as well as the rest of the
teachers involved, hope that,
with the upcoming Mission
Week, the SLUH community
can help address the problems
preventing healthy masculinity
at SLUH.
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Letter to the Editors

Freshman Orientation Mass provides
critical bonding experience
To the editors, and the SLUH
administration:
The recognition of Mass
as our most powerful prayer is
one which I am grateful resonates deeply at SLUH. I miss
being part of a school that
gathered for amazing celebrations of our unity.
Later this month, my
brother David will gather with
the other boys of the rising
class of 2021 at their welcome
event. For the second consecutive year, this event will not
have Mass.
It troubled me to learn
that Mass had been cut from
the beginning of boys’ time
at SLU High. When I heard
this, it had only been months
since I, a senior too close to
graduation, heard President
Laughlin reflect on the significance Mass holds for a class.
Laughlin noted (and then it
was true) that the first and last
thing a class did was celebrate

Mass, starting with the February welcome and ending at
their lock-in. The Mass’ unity
gained an extra dimension for
the classes who experienced
this: It served to unify their
time at SLUH by book-ending
the four years.
I do not believe cutting
Mass from the program is
some sign of deep spiritual illness. It is, of course, extremely
important for the boys to have
time to interact with and get
to know each other on that
first day. But that first day a
class is together should also
be marked by Mass. It need
not be a grandiose deal; it
simply needs to be present.
No rubric says Mass must be
an hour long, especially on a
weekday night. The immediate needs for attention that
day are many. But that Mass
does more than meet logistic
needs. At that initial meeting,
it unifies a class for the first

Reflection
Hennes yearns to bring experiences
from Yoro, Honduras back to SLUH

time into the Body we hope
they will become by graduation. For this to happen the
first time the boys are together
is extremely powerful (and additionally, it allows non-Catholic families to feel welcomed
into our fold). Direction Days,
while very ceremonially important, are not the first time a
class is together. This night is.
I urge SLUH to re-instate
this tradition, if not in time
for the orientation this year,
then for next year’s program.
We are one Body. That Body
deserves foremost attention as
we show the new members of
our community what we stand
Zach Hennes
for here at SLUH. Time at BY
STAFF
SLUH centers around unity—
unity in brotherly, Christian
nstead of fighting traffic on
love. New students’ time here
Poplar street bridge every
should begin with the best ex- morning to get to my project
pression of that unity.
site, I walked along dirt roads,
past shacks, and in between
AMDG,
herds of cows to get to Centro
Joe Slama, ’15
San Yves. Honduras is a completely different world than St.
Louis, and everything was new
and demanded attention. First
of all, I’m pretty sure I ate more
potatoes in the first week than
Mark Watney did during his
and faculty and staff compen- entire stay on Mars. The barbed
sation are approved at that wire on every house and the
meeting, so a bulk of the bud- armed guards in front of every
get must be completed for that store were a little unnerving at
step.
first, but they quickly became
The Board of Trustees a fact of life while down there.
approves the budget later, in Spending a month in a place
either April or May, “which is where too much rain knocks
really the true approval,” ac- out the water supply, trash
cording to Komos. That sec- covers the streets that dozens
ond and final approval will of stray dogs call home, and
happen after the Board takes children don’t have enough to
into account expenses that eat can really change how you
come up between now and think about things.
Despite all the new experiences in Honduras, adjusting to life back in St. Louis has
proved to be far more difficult
than adjusting to life in Yoro.
I have accidently said “Permiso” instead of “Excuse me”
more times than I can count,
and every time I hear a little

I

Tuition grows by $300 for 2017-2018
academic year
(continued from page 1)

need to focus investing, if you
would, and if we’re going to
invest in increasing cost, it’s
going to be in the education
experience.”
One of the main factors
of the annual tuition increase
is faculty and staff compensation, with SLUH making sure
to to keep all of the benefits.
Another aspect that had an
impact on the increase was
the formation of Student Sup-

tality of trying to keep SLUH
affordable, which means really
examining all of our expenses
and trying to control expenses
while at the same time not doing anything that would degrade the student experience
and the quality of the program
here,” said Komos. “We want
to maintain the high standard
of our academic programs, so
just combing through expenses and trying to control cost
while at the same time mak-
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port Services, which encompasses school counseling, college counseling, and learning
consulting.
“We’re able to do that
thanks to parents who sacrifice to put their kids here, our
benefactors who support us,
and I think the sound management of good people like
Mr. Komos who help oversee
our budget process and make
sure that we’re managing the
resources and really being
stewards of everything, from
our parents’ tuitions to our
benefactors’ gifts and certainly to the stewardship of the
young men that we’re here to
serve,” Laughlin said.
The process for approving the budget—and then
subsequently calculating the
exact tuition for the next
school year—takes two steps.
Komos starts the budget
process in November by having every department head,
director, and leader of certain
aspects of SLUH compile their
numbers for the budget.
“Trying to have this men-

ing sure the experience for the
students is still there.”
Along with quickening
the pace of people compiling
their department budgets and
sending them to him, Komos
also had to increase his focus
on the budget, even staying
later in the night to finish the
work needed.
“It was a little bit of me
doing what I had to do to get
it done, but the team—the
faculty department heads, Mr.
[Joe] Rankin [Director of Facilities], Mrs. [Melissa] Jones
[Director of Advancement],
Mr. [Chris] Muskopf [Athletic
Director], anyone who has to
contribute—everybody who
has to contribute chunks to
the budget was very helpful in
hustling through their pieces,”
Komos said.
The Budget and Finance
Committee—a subcommittee from the Board of Trustees—approves the “first pass,”
as Komos put it, of the budget, which was done at the
4:00 p.m. Board meeting on
Wednesday, Feb. 8. Tuition

then while also having a better sense of enrollment for the
class of 2021. That will lead
to a balanced budget and final approval at the following
Board meeting.
“The budget will continue to evolve as we drift to the
next meeting as things come
up and we work them in,” Komos said.
The financial aid jump
for next year at $4.1 million
significantly outranks the
previous jump by a $500,000
difference. What that initial
jump does not explain is how
St. Louis U. High spent around
$3.8 million on financial aid
for this school year—$200,000
over the budget estimate. That
is why Komos made sure
“there is enough financial aid
in the budget” in next year’s
estimate. Around 40 percent
of SLUH students received financial aid.
“If I’m going to miss the
budget anywhere and go over,
financial aid is the right place,”
Komos said.
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kid cry I think of the kids back
in Honduras. My mind keeps
wandering back to walking
kids over to see the center’s
pig to calm them down, or to
holding one of the babies on
the porch while I watch the
sun set over the mountains.
Everything that used to be
important to me seems somehow less important now. It’s
hard to convince myself to do
my Calculus homework when
I know there are hungry babies in desperate need of love
and attention. I drive to school
and think about what some of
the ladies at the center would
think if they saw a place like St.
Louis, where thousands of cars
drive along busy interstates by
massive buildings every day.
I stand in my warm shower
and think about the kids at the
center who scream when they
get cold baths every day. I sit
at the dinner table and think
about the kids who ran out of
their shacks every day when
we walked past and begged
for something to eat. I walk to
class and think about a boy at
the center who is very smart
but will probably never make
it to a school because he has
lots of medical problems and
doesn’t have a family who cares
for him.

I couldn’t help but think
about why the roles aren’t
reversed. Why do I go to an
amazing school, while they
may never learn how to read?
Why do I have a family who
loves me, while a girl at the
center was so neglected she
lost her ability to walk? Why
have I never worried about if
I will have food the next day?
Why am I not trying to live on
$70 a month? Why do I get to
go to hockey games on Saturday nights with my friends
while babies in Honduras cry
themselves to sleep because
their stomachs hurt so much?
The answer turns out to be
pretty simple. I was born 1000
miles north.
The simple realization
that I have basically been given
everything I have so far in life
has almost forced me to be
more thankful for everything.
This has also solidified my belief that I have a duty to take
care of those who have not
been given nearly as much. I
didn’t do anything special to
be born into a loving family
in St. Louis instead of being
born to a 13-year-old girl in
Yoro. Because of this, the baby
who was born into that situation demands just as much
love and respect as I do. The
part that is difficult to accept is
that he is not getting that love,
and I can’t do anything about
it. I know I will struggle with
why that is for the rest of my
life, but the least I could do was
show him my love while I was
there and pray that he finds
love from others somewhere in
his life now that I’m gone. Even
though I’ve done just about
everything I can do for the
kids I met in Honduras, they
will continue to help me. They
changed my entire life because
they showed me what love really means and taught me that
it isn’t very hard to share it.

Chinese exchange students host
calligraphy and art presentation
BY Brian
REPORTER

Tretter

A

fter celebrating the Chinese New Year on Jan.
28, the new exchange students
from Nanjing, China hosted
a Chinese calligraphy and art
presentation in the Confucian
classroom last Thursday and
Friday during activity period.
Students learned new
Chinese characters, were
taught how to use chopsticks,
and were shown Chinese paper-cutting techniques.
“It was very exciting to
see that people were willing to
come and learn about Chinese
culture. I wasn’t really expecting many people,” said Junran
Shi (Anna). “The whole Confucian classroom was packed
and I was very happy.”
There are two types
of Chinese characters that
the exchange students have
learned.
“We taught some characters, especially the animals for
Chinese New Year,” said Wenrui Kong (Max). “Chinese

photo | courtesy of Yude Huang

Students practicing calligraphy in the Confucian classroom.

characters are more abstract
than the English alphabet, and
contain more Chinese philosophy.”
Unlike the English alphabet, there are thousands of
Chinese characters.
“I’ve only learned 20% of
all of them, but just about 10%
of the characters are used in
everyday speech,” said Kong.
“We spent really happy
times together at the event,”
Junran said.
The exchange students
have enjoyed their time at
SLUH thus far. “Life is really

great here. There’s lots of hustle and bustle and the school
schedule is much different.
There’s much more group
work and collaboration,” said
Kong.
Along with teaching
SLUH students about Chinese
culture, Wenrui explained
how he has also learned a lot
about American culture.
“One of the best parts of
SLUH is my theology class. It’s
a whole new subject for me,”
said Kong.
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Behind the Scenes @
SLUH: Connie Leinauer,
Advancement Assistant
and moderator of
Mothers’, Fathers’, and
Alumni Mothers’ Clubs
Reporter Kevin Murati sat
down with Advancement Department Assistant Connie
Leinauer to discuss her work
on the third floor and close
ties to St. Louis U. High. Leinauer also serves as Moderator
for the Fathers’ and Mothers’
clubs.
Kevin Murati: So, where did
you work before SLUH, and
how did you get here?
Connie Leinauer: Actually, a
person who was the head of
this department had talked to
the Mothers’ Club president
who knew me, and they were
looking for someone to fill
this open slot. So they called
me, and I believe this job was
just laid out in front of me. I
was working in the Clayton
School District before SLUH,
and I wasn’t really even looking for another job, but I had
two boys that had already
gone through here, and I love
the school, so it just made
sense.

tially running the event stuff
for them.
KM: Along with your club
duties, what else is part of
your job?
CL: So, the job I am most responsible for here as administrative assistant is to help
maintain our database, which
includes all alumni, keeping
all addresses, phone numbers, and e-mails up to date
for parents, alumni, and students. Also, our department
keeps track of all donations
we receive for SLUH, so we
have to put those in a format
that gets those gifts into a person’s record so that, if people
want to know how much they
have given over their lifetime
or just for the year, we have
a list of everything they have
given to SLUH. We also have
to send out tax receipts, letters
that President Laughlin signs
to all of our donors which is
one of the biggest responsibilities. I attend alumni events,
the auctions, and any other
events I’m needed, whether it
be a donor thank you party or
the incoming freshmen’s parents’ events.

KM: You said that the Mothers’ Club President recommended you for the position.
Do you do a lot for the Mothers’ Club now that you work
here?
KM: Considering that you
work up on the third floor, do
CL: I do, I actually help with you get a lot of student interthe Mothers’ Club, Father’s action? How do you try to get
Club, and Alumni Mothers student interaction if you can?
group. Basically, I moderate
the clubs and make sure they CL: I don’t get a lot of student
have everything they need. I interaction. Our interaction
help with communication and is limited to students that do
I help with getting informa- work grant up here or if stution out to parents, whether dents are helping with any
it’s e-mails or any other print- kind of alumni events, but
ed materials to advertise their typically, I don’t get a lot of
events. Now, the Mothers’ student interaction. It’s hard
Club has their own officers to try to get interaction, too,
that run their events, I just su- because the students are in
pervise them and help them class all day, and I don’t have
with what they need. For the much reason to be down
dads, when they have events, around the first and second
I’m getting the word out, I’m floors since I work up here.
communicating to parents, The kids I’ve really gotten to
I’m taking RSVPs, I’m setting know are the ones that do
up the events, and I’m essen- work up here.

Aliste spends sabbatical learning new techniques
(continued from page 1)

ways my goal. … So researching here and there, that’s when
I discovered this conference,
through Mr. Chura. He had
gone to one that I hadn’t gone
to that year, and he said, “I
think we found it.”
So one summer, I went to the
conference, which was at that
time in Chicago, and I was
blown away. They made you,
as a teacher, take a foreign
language yourself, so I took
Russian. I was amazed what
I could say just in four hours
of being in a room where they
were teaching us basic stuff,
and what we were able to do.
Tell a story, for example. That
was when I changed. That next
year, I came to school and
changed everything. I didn’t
throw away the old material, but I started to teach this
method of TPRS, or Teaching
Proficiency through Reading
and Storytelling. … It’s also
called Comprehensible Input,
because you at all times have
an idea what you’re saying.
Even if you don’t get it, I can
point at it and you see it. …
It’s based on a lot of repetition.
You narrow it down, teaching the most frequently used
vocabulary and verbs. What
you don’t shelter, though, are
the tenses. The tenses are always there. … That was my
reason for (the sabbatical) … I
had met great people, some of

them gurus on this, who give
this conference to the teachers,
and I wanted to know, “What
are they doing? What are the
struggles they have using this
methodology?” … Obviously
in our department, specifically
with Spanish, there’s three of
us using this methodology.
The struggle with that is, we
haven’t found our niche yet. …
It’s also exciting for us, forcing
us to work together.
GB: Were you all over the
country during this? How
many schools and cities did
you end up traveling to and
observing?
MA: I went to probably around
seven schools, some of them
more than once. Minnesota I
stayed there because I couldn’t
be traveling all the time—it’s
expensive. I stayed for a whole
week in Minnesota, and I’m
probably going to go back
there later to see the progress. I
visited both public and private
schools; I wanted to get a sense
for everything. For example,
I visited Chaminade, and the
Chinese program that they’re
using. I was very impressed
with that. I visited Imperial …
a private high school with a lot
of international students. I also
observed Chinese there. Those
two schools I went to twice.
Those were observation only. I
kept communicating with the
teachers, showing up to ask

questions. I observed one high
school in Salem, Ill., because
that’s where one of those gurus now teaches. … We’ve kept
in touch via email for when I
have questions and such. Another few schools in Ill., in Columbia, where I’ve gone twice,
and Collinsville, as well as Waterloo. I visited those because
one of my friends works there,
as well as one of my former
students. It was neat to see that
she had changed (the curriculum) as a result because she
had heard me talking about
it. Collinsville … I met them
on the trip to Costa Rica, and
I found out they used TPRS,
so [I asked] how they’re struggling. They have been using it
for around seven years, and
in Columbia it was at least 12
years. … Some of them are
very new to it, some not. That’s
why I was so interested in seeing what they were doing.
GB: Were there any common
struggles when using TPRS
that you could see among all of
these teachers?
MA: Well, there’s several key
elements. Like us, many departments have half that use
the traditional methodology, and the other half is using
TPRS. Sometimes they’re not
coordinating well, because one
doesn’t like the other. … The
ones who teach traditionally
say students aren’t learning any

PN Puzzle

KM: Last question, what is
something interesting about
yourself that the typical person wouldn’t know about
you? Any hobbies?

grammar and don’t know any
grammar, which isn’t the truth
… there is that old- vs. newschool problem. That was the
struggle of some of them, but
some of them have been able
to compromise. “I’m not going
to ask you to change, but don’t
get in the way, don’t criticize
my way, and vice versa.” We
can work together.
The biggest advice I was given
was to try and get on board
people who believe in this
methodology and teach the
way you teach because then
the students have consistency.
What I love about it is how it’s
geared to something like the
80th percentile, instead of just
that tenth percentile.
One other struggle that we
noticed is that because it’s very
teacher-driven in the beginning, it’s a lot of work on the
teacher, and can make you
doubt yourself. Since you put
in a lot, it’s going to go slower.
… But it’s important that students make it clear that they’re
paying attention and active in
class. I also found it’s important to take advantage of anything that happens in the classroom, and use it for learning.
It’s hard, but hopefully we stay
on target the same time. …
We’re looking forward to the
bigger picture and the future,
especially here at SLUH.

crossword | Brad Gale

CL: All three of my kids went
here, my brother went here,
my dad and father-in-law
went here, and I have two
grandkids on the way here.
And, of course, I work here.
As for hobbies, my husband
and I like to stay active and
go to a nearby park a lot. Also,
I am really passionate about
sewing. My mom was a really
great seamstress and taught
me a lot, so I make things for
my granddaughters. I make
quilts, as well. Actually, I have
a whole room in my house
dedicated to my sewing. I’m
also really into embroidery,
and I have a machine at home
to help me with that.

Mission Week Keynote Speaker
What: Next Thursday, Jocelyn Sideco is speaking as
part of the mission week festivities.
Who: Jocelyn Sideco, a teacher at Bishop O’Dowd
High School in Oakland and key facilitator of serviceimmersion experiences in New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina.
Why: Sideco was chosen because her message involves
gender equality, the meaning of masculinity, and ingrained sexism in our culture- topics that Sra. Toussaint believes are “especially relevant at a place like
SLUH, because the idea of what it means to be manly is
emphasized in this environment.”
—Compiled by Luke Veltz
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Across

1 Grunge band, sang “All Apologies” and “Lithium”
4 “It gives you wings!”
9 Spanish bullfighter exclamation
10 Shy pop-singer of “Chandelier”
11 Tree species in Lord of The
Rings
13 The La Brea ___ Pits
14 A segment of a circle
15 Rapper who has feuded with
Jay-Z and 50 Cent
17 Bill ___ The Science Guy
18 Author of the Iliad
20 A terrible type of infection
21 The shape of DNA strands
23 Quoth the ____, “Nevermore!”
26 Stick you use in Pool
28 Place to pay for massages
and relaxation
30 Animal that can rotate its

head 360°
31 The only “dance move” that I
can do is a ____
32 An abbreviation for when
there are more things
34 A lot of jokes start with
someone walking into one of
these
35 Type of tall, skinny tree
36 Element that can exist simultaneously as liquid and solid
37 Music streaming app

Down

1 2016 movie about a daring
app
2 [18 across] was credited with
the sci-fi idea of a ____
4 Relaxing Jamaican music
genre
5 A more compact, industrialized area is ____
6 Luxury car sub-brand of
Toyota

7 3.28 feet is one _____
8 Formal neckband attire
12 Traditional Japanese masked
theatre
16 The first name of the protagonist in Evil Dead
19 Latin for “King”
20 Gentleman title
21 70s slang for “Cool”
22 Elephant tusk material
24 Downton _____
25 “Sometimes you feel like a
___, sometimes you don’t”
26 People ordained for service
to religion
27 Murphy, Guerrero, and Redmayne are all famous _____
28 A restarting play in Rugby
29 Be disgusted with; Hate
32 An ideogram sent over text
message
33 Spicy traditional Indian dish

Wrestling No. 1 ranked IceBills fly through round robin as
road to the Challenge Cup begins
seniors
reflect
upon years
on the mat
Niles Bernabe
REPORTER

A

s the wrestling season
approaches its climactic conclusion—the District
tournament and the prospect
of qualifying for State—three
seniors face not only the end
of a season, but the end of
their career as high school
wrestlers as well.
“I’m just glad I stuck
with the sport. I think it’s
been really beneficial to me
as a person,” said senior captain Danny Trittler. “It’s been
a hard four years, that’s for
sure. Especially having only
three seniors on the varsity
team this year. It’s been really hard to keep motivated at
times, but I still think it’s been
a great four years of wrestling.”
Appointed varsity captain his junior year, Trittler is
one of only two seniors who
have wrestled all four years of
high school.
“Being a captain of such
a small team doesn’t mean
much in that it’s not that hard
to keep everybody in line, so
it’s been nice,” said Trittler.
“I’ve had help from [senior]
Alex Hymes so it’s been really
nice being captain these past
two years.”
Trittler holds high hopes
for the future of the wrestling
program with such a large
freshman and sophomore
team.
“I am hopeful for the
future wrestling team,” said
Trittler. “I’m hoping a lot of
the freshmen don’t quit and
at least give it another year. I
also hope a lot of the sophomores give it another chance
because I know sophomore
year is the worst year for anybody as an athlete – especially
when you wrestle varsity, because you’re going up against
guys that have wrestled for a
lot longer than you have. So
as long as they all stick with
it, I am very hopeful for this
young team.”
Wrestling on varsity
for the past three years and
starting on junior varsity as a
freshman, Trittler has always
appreciated the merits of the
sport.
“My favorite thing about
wrestling has been the individuality aspect of it,” said
Trittler. “You’re out there by
yourself and you don’t have
anyone else to depend on. It
just gives you that sense of
pride when you compete well
and succeed.”
Trittler is hoping to earn
his shot at State this weekend
at Districts.
“We’ve got Districts this

photo | Brendan Voigt

Sophomore Gabe Schwartz (jumping) after his goal against De Smet last Saturday.

Will Farroll
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High IceBills took to the rink last
Friday as they started the road
to the Challenge Cup. With all
eyes watching in anticipation,
the top seeded Jr. Billikens did
not disappoint, taming the
wild Tigers of Oakville and
silencing the Spartans of De
Smet.
To start their playoff run,
the Jr. Bills took on Oakville
in the comfort of their home
ice at Affton last Friday night.
Oakville had dropped two
games to the Jr. Bills during
the season and was hoping for
some early playoff redemption.
SLUH stomped this hope
early with a goal 41 seconds
into the game by senior cap-

tain Luke Gassett off a pass by
senior captain John Sieckhaus.
The game opened up a
bit after that and the Jr. Bills
continued to exploit gaps in
the Oakville defense. Tempers
ran high as SLUH was crashing the net hard and giving the
Tiger goalie a hard time with
consistent shots on goal.
Eventually, senior Chaz
Palumbo went to the box
on a roughing call with 8:41
left in the first period, giving
Oakville the opportunity to tie
the game up.
Fortunately for the Jr.
Bills, the penalty kill was successful and ended up getting
a loose puck to junior captain
Joseph Winkelmann, who
skated through the Tiger defense and netted the puck to
make it a the 2-0 lead while
shorthanded.

With 5:50 left in the period, sophomore goalie Brendan Rasch got caught up with
an Oakville forward after
freezing the puck and fellow sophomore Justin Jacoby
came to his aid. A scrum ensued and both teams were sent
to their benches, with Jacoby
and an Oakville player both
receiving penalties.
“I don’t condone fighting,
but you have to stick up for
each other,” said head coach
Kevin Fitzpatrick. “Their guy
was coming after our goalie,
and Justin Jacoby stood up
and took notice, and I think
that was probably one of the
biggest plays of the year for
us.”
To answer the chippiness
of the Tigers, Winkelmann
decided to take another stab
at the defense, easily weaving

his way through defenders to
another goal, putting SLUH
up 3-0.
To finish off the period,
junior Jack Wachter showed
his fancy footwork and skated
around three players to put a
shot on net. Gassett put in the
rebound with 1:44 left to lift
the Jr. Bills to 4-0 lead.
Four and a half minutes
into the second, the Jr. Bills
were hard on the forecheck
and lost a few players in their
defensive zone. This resulted
in a three on none for the
Tigers, but Rasch stepped up
and shut them down to keep
his perfect save percentage for
the night.
“He was big, we had a
couple breakdowns early, and
they had a breakaway on top
of that. He made some big
saves early for us. If they score

one or two of those, it’s a different game for us,” said Fitzpatrick.
“It was pretty easy to stay
calm, everyone was playing
pretty well in front of me. It’s
pretty easy to do well when
you’re not getting too many
shots because your defense is
doing well,” said Rasch.
At the 5:10 mark, sophomore captain Henry Wagner
skated coast to coast and put
one around the pad to make it
5-0. Wagner kept them coming, scoring again with 5:47
left in the second.
With a solid defense
only letting nine shots in the
first two periods, the Jr. Bills
scored one more before the
end of the second, coming
from senior Peter Hoffmeister,
who got a pass in the middle

continued on page 7

Basketball pushes out the Pioneers, wrangles Rams of Ladue

Matt Godar and John
Burke
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

T

Pioneers got on the board two
minutes into the game, and
then failed to score for the
next five minutes. Meanwhile,
SLUH was racking up steals
and blocks.
“They don’t have a lot of
size inside, so we closed out
well, and just kept the guards

off the perimeter and denied
open shots,” said Smith.
The Kirkwood second
and final bucket of the quarter came during a rare lapse
for the SLUH defense, when
a Pioneer found himself open
for three and knocked the
shot down, leaving SLUH

with the ball with 35 seconds
left.
Senior guard Brandon McKissic walked the
ball down the court, intent
on holding for the last shot.
As the timer hit the ten second mark, McKissic made
his move. While the shifty

he St. Louis U. High BasketBills dominated both
the Kirkwood Pioneers last
Friday and the Ladue Rams
Wednesday, soundly skunking their foes in an all-around
showcase of their talent.
As the regular season begins to dwindle and the District Tournament approaches,
the Jr. Bills looked to step up
their game against the Pioneers.
“Coach has really stressed
the importance of clicking together at this point in the season, and getting ready for the
playoffs,” said senior forward
Brent Smith.
The game opened well
for the U. High, as senior forward B.J. Wilson came down
with an offensive rebound and
went right back up for a jazzy
first bucket.
The
SLUH
defense Senior Nick Lally (35) thrashing into the paint against Kirkwood last Friday.
photo | Brendan Voigt
continued on page 6 showed up per usual, as the

scorer drew attention from
the defense, senior guard Anthony Hughes slipped around
a screen to sink a jumper as
time expired. The first quarter ended with the Jr. Bills in
complete control, up 16-5.
“We came out hot, and
we just rolled with it,” said
McKissic.
In the second quarter,
much of the same continued.
The Jr. Bills found more
success offensively, even if
their defense was unable to
keep up the near flawless play
of the first quarter.
Kirkwood opened up the
quarter’s scoring with a three,
but failed to continue the momentum. SLUH forced more
turnovers and tough shots.
On the other side, McKissic
was prolific, draining a pullup and finishing well in the
paint.
Junior
Matt
Leritz
splashed a three with 20 seconds left. After the Pioneers

continued on page 6
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Montgomery Bell Academy
Ben Dattilo
REPORTER

T

he Saint Louis U. High
rifle team competed in
two matches against Montgomery Bell Academy (MBA)
at SLUH on Feb. 4. The two
matches took place in the
morning and afternoon, separated by a brief lunch break.
SLUH fell to 1-3 on the season
after losing both matches.
In the first match, SLUH
Blue lost to MBA Red 22672239. Shooting for SLUH Blue
was junior Joseph Weber,

sophomores Hayden Steingruby and Adam Stemmler,
and freshman Matt Friedrichs. Stemmler was second
overall with a score of 576,
Steingruby was fourth overall with a score of 566, Weber
was tenth overall with a score
of 551, and Friedrichs was
twelfth overall with a score of
547.
SLUH White and SLUH
silver also participated in the
competition. On SLUH white
was senior Liam Quinlisk,
sophomores Jack Doyle and

Max Wilson, and freshman
John Hilker. Sophomores
Zac Tiberghien and Anthony
Rizzo and freshmen Miguel
Cadiz and Ray Winter shot
for SLUH Silver.
In the second match,
SLUH Blue lost again, 14651438. The team had the same
shooters from the first match
except with Doyle replacing
Friedrichs. Stemmler led the
way again finishing fourth
overall with a score of 368.
Doyle was fifth overall with
a score of 364, Steingruby

failed to match at the other
end, McKissic hurled a halfcourt shot that sunk into the
net, much to the delight of the
Jr. Bill crowd. Unfortunately,
time had already expired, and
the basket did not count. Even
so, the Jr. Bills were on top at
halftime, 32-15.
“I just kind of threw it up,
and all of a sudden it just sunk
in the hoop. I just can’t believe
it didn’t count,” said McKissic.
In the third quarter, the
Jr. Bills kept the onslaught up.
With the Jr. Bills pressing and
looking to get out on the fast
break, the tempo soared. The
ball seemed to whip up and
down the court, often ending
in a Jr. Billiken basket. The
BasketBills just kept doing
what they do best: turning
tough defense into easy offense, as the Pioneers struggled to keep up.
Hughes closed the quarter with a three, leaving the
Jr. Bills up 50-26 heading into
the final quarter.
The fourth quarter began
with a bang. In a lightningquick 30 seconds, Leritz hit
two threes and ran up the Jr.
Bill’s score to 56. As the score
differential grew, chants of
“We want Beef ” began to
emerge from the crowd.
And with 5:14 to play,
senior Nick “Beef ” Lally entered the game.

“Once the chant got going, and everyone was behind
it, coach was ready to let Lally
fly the airplane,” said Smith.
Less than a minute into
his playing, Lally received a
nifty pass from junior Billy
Brooks and scored a layup to
put the Bills up 62-34.
“We knew he was gonna
score, he’s too big. I mean, it’s
Beef, he’s gonna muscle you in
down there,” said McKissic.
Sophomore
phenom
Christian
Wallace-Hughes
was certainly a bright spot in
the fouth quarter as well, scoring a slick layup after forcing a
Kirkwood turnover.
The play of the game,
however, came after junior
Airest Wilson’s defensive
rebound. With the team in
transition, Lally streaked up
the sideline and received the
ball in traffic. He missed his
first shot, came down with
the offensive board, and made
a nice three-foot jump shot
that would cap off the Jr. Bills’
score at 66 with 2:27 to play.
The final few minutes
sped by, with Kirkwood going
on an 11-0 run, finishing off
the game with a tremendous
full court heave that swished
into the basket as time expired, solidifying the score at
66-45.
“We came out with a fire.
It was a great game to work on
everything and get ready for

districts,” said McKissic.
Wednesday, the HoopBills kept up the high level of
play against Ladue, packing a
powerful punch on both ends
of the floor.
The Jr. Bills were slightly
less dominant defensively in
the first against Ladue, this
time allowing three buckets.
Still, the ClagBills were nothing short of prolific offensively, draining jumpers and
dicing through the defense
time after time for bucket after bucket.
The quarter ended with
Leritz pulling down the Rams’
last second errant attempt,
with the U. High up 16-7.
In the second quarter,
SLUH skidded a bit. Though
they remained defensively
solid, the offense slowed
down considerably, as the
high energy defense caught
up with them a bit.
After Leritz knocked
down a deep two to open the
quarter’s scoring, the Rams
capitalized on a few Jr. Bill
misses. A fine display of passing and a few quick threes
brought the Rams to within
three with six minutes left in
the quarter. That was the closest they got to the Jr. Bills’ lead
all night, however.
Recovering
quickly,
SLUH did not allow a Ladue field goal the rest of the
quarter, instead forcing the

Rams to collect points at the
free throw line. The offense
continued to struggle, but
managed enough buckets to
stretch the lead back six going
into half, with the Jr. Bills on
top, 25-19.
In the second half, the
SwishBills awoke.
Hughes set the tone with
the sweet pull-up jumper 30
seconds into the quarter. The
following possession, McKissic pushed for an easy transition finger roll.
Pounding the paint, the
SLUH put in multiple inside
baskets seemingly whenever
they desired. At the end of the
quarter, the Jr. Bills led by a
score of 44-31.
The final quarter continued the U. High dominance.
Ladue kept the fight up, still
managing the occasional basket, but the BasketBills were
simply too skilled to overcome. The Ladue defense was
helpless to stop the Jr. Bills
from wasting nearly a minute
and a half on a single possession.The game ended with
SLUH on top, 61-38.
The Jr. Bills will next take
on Vashon, who was ranked
14th in the nation by USA
Today at the start of the season, and is now the the third
ranked team in the state, on
the road tonight at 7 p.m.

Senior leadership sets example for young wrestlers
(continued from page 5)

State,” said Trittler.
“Then I’ll have another week
of wrestling and hopefully we
can come back from Columbia with a medal.”
Hymes has also wrestled for all four years of high

school. In the 182-weight
class, Hymes has medaled in
a few tournaments over the
past few years.
“I feel that wrestling has
been a rewarding experience
because it has allowed me
to face other challenges by

comparing it to wrestling,”
said Hymes. “Wrestling has
taught me perseverance.”
Hymes has had a stellar
season this year, dominating many of his opponents
through technique and tenacity.

Senior Anthony Hughes (5) dribbles down the court against Kirkwood last Friday.

Racquetball downs
Pioneers, moves to 9-0

was sixth overall with a score
of 357, and Weber was tenth
overall with a score of 349.
“I think the team did
fairly well this weekend, but
we need to get our score up to
2280 if we want to make nationals,” said Weber. “I think I
need to continue to work on
my standing position.”
The only other SLUH
team in the second competition was SLUH white. They
only had two shooters: Wilson and Friedrichs.

Basketball finds stride after dominating week,
prepares for powerhouse Vashon
(continued from page 5)

February 10, 2017

“I’m glad I wrestled
all four years,” said Hymes.
“However, I feel like I could
have been more successful if
I put more time into it.”
Senior Chris Nguyen
wrestled his freshman year
but only returned this year
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Senior Chris Schulze against Kirkwood on Wednesday.

photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

Liam John
REPORTER

T

his week in SLUH racquetball, the varsity
squad took on Kirkwood,
their toughest competition
thus far this season. The Pioneers gave the team a run
for their money with a three
game match between the top
seeds and some close matches
between the other players,
but the result was SLUH wins
across the board.
Junior Nick Patritti, the
doubles sub for injured senior Roman Visintine, had a
great match with Senior Joe
Boyce against Nicholas West
and John Miller of Kirkwood,
earning a win of 15-1 15-5.
“We played well together,” said Patritti. “We took
smart shots and our serves
and covering were very good.”
Sophomore Matt Hayes
and junior Adam Hanson
played singles and both
played well the first game
against their opponents.
Hayes won 15-6, 15-0 against
Kyle Rolfes. Hanson won 151, 15-0 against John Longtine.
Senior Jacob Sullivan
won by forfeit, and the No. 3
seed Carlos Ayala won 15-4,
15-2 against Joshua Demetrie.

for his final season.
“The biggest challenge
for me returning this year
was getting back into the
routine of things, just trying to refresh on the moves
we learned back in freshman year,” said Nguyen. “But
other than that it was pretty
easy to get back into the routine of things because I’ve
been doing MMA and jiu
jitsu over the past four years.
Other than that, the hardest part was trying to make
weight which wasn’t to hard
of a problem for me personally – but it definitely wasn’t
easy either.”
Nguyen returned this
year despite the challenges
of facing more experienced
wrestlers with at least two
years experience over him.
Despite this struggle, Nguyen
doesn’t regret coming back
now that the season is over.
“I don’t regret a single
season – what I regret is not
doing the last two seasons.
I missed out on a lot, said
Nguyen. “I could have done
a lot more; it’s unfortunate.
If I could go back and do it
all over I would. It’s a great

Junior James Storgion
had a tough match against
Kirkwood. The first game he
won 15-1, but his opponent
came back strong after examining his play and made him
earn a 15-11 victory.
Finally, in his first game
back from Peru, No. 1 seed
senior Chris Schulze played
a three game match against
his toughest opponent, John
Dowell. The first game Schulze won 15-6, and then Dowell
won 15-2 in game two. Schulze came back to win the last
game 11-7. Schulze and Dowell are arguably two of the
greatest high school players in
the nation, so in Nationals the
two will probably meet again.
With another shutout,
the varsity RacquetBills remain in first with a 9-0 record.
Parkway West also is 9-0, putting them in second place.
On Valentine’s Day the
team will take on Parkway
West, and the winner will win
the league.
Along with that match,
all the SLUH teams are preparing for the State tournament in two weeks as well as
the National tournament at
the beginning of March.

sport, everyone should try it
if only just to experience how
hard it is. It’s the best experience of my life.”
The wrestling senior
night, which was originally
planned to happen before
the match against Priory last
Thursday, is now scheduled
during the wrestling banquet
at the conclusion of the season.
“I feel really lucky having guys like Alex and Danny
leading our team this year,”
said head coach Rob Nahlik.
“It’s been really big for me to
have their leadership and to
be able to trust them to give
the right messages to the
younger guys and to bring
knowledge and techniques
into the program that I’m
starting off with. It’s been nice
to have Chris along too. He’s
done a nice job improving as
a wrestler this year and improving as an athlete. We’ve
been happy to have him.”
Catch the Jr. Bills’ fight
to qualify for the State tournament this weekend at the
Class Four District 1 wrestling meet.
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B Hockey
Jack Perry
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High B
hockey team has had an
up and down year to this point
of the season. Going into their
matchup against Ladue on
Jan. 28, the Jr. Bills had a record of 2-2-2.
Failure to capitalize on
chances in front of the net
have been the Jr. Bills’ biggest
struggle this season, which
has contributed to their middle-of-the-road play.
This issue came back
to haunt the Jr. Bills in their
game against Ladue. The Jr.
Bills came out hard against the
Rams, but despite numerous
chances in the first period, the
game remained scoreless. Going into the second, the Rams
got on the board, but the Jr.
Bills continued to dominate
the play of the game.
In the third, fatigue
seemed to catch up with the
Rams. The Jr. Bills’ hard work
paid off as freshman Nolan
Meyer put one past the Ladue
goalie with the assists going
to freshman Mitchell Booher
and Jack Moehle.
Despite the overall domination by the Jr. Bills, who
outshot the Rams 19-12, the
game ended in a 1-1 tie.
“We’ve been playing well
and pretty hard, but miss-

ing the key chances in front
of the net is our Achilles heel
and we’ve got to get better at
that starting next week against
Lafayette,” said sophomore
Abraham Liberman.
This past Sunday, the Jr.
Bills took on the Lancers from
Lafayette, looking to turn
things around and start a hot
streak. Unfortunately, things
did not go according to the
game plan. Lafayette got on
the board first, capitalizing on
a shorthanded chance in the
first period. The second period featured two more goals
for the Lancers, as the Jr. Bills’
sloppy play continued. Finally,
towards the end of the period,
the Jr. Bills showed signs of
life, putting together some
good chances.
In the third, SLUH finally got on the scoreboard
as freshman Carson Massie
found the back of the net
thanks to sophomore Brian
Lymberopoulos’ assist. Lafayette scored again to regain
their three-goal advantage
and the game ended in a 4-1
loss for the Jr. Bills.
Seven penalties and a 0
for 8 on the power play were
key contributors in the Jr.
Bills’ defeat. The Jr. Bills look
to bounce back Saturday
against Francis Howell North
at Queeny Ice Rink.

JV Basketball
Nick Prainito
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High JV
basketball team rolls into
the final stretch of their season with a 10-7 record, hoping to perform well in the
final games of the season to
finish on a high note. This
past Wednesday, the Jr. Bills
fell to Ladue, 46-35. However,
they have three more chances
against Vashon, Chaminade,
and CBC.
The team is built on a
base of experienced players,
made up of 13 sophomores—
all of whom played last year—
and one freshman.
According to a couple of
sophomores near the beginning of the season, defense
would be crucial for the success of the team. One big leader on defense is sophomore
Christian Wallace-Hughes.

Wallace-Hughes swings between the JV and varsity basketball teams.
Offense has also been an
important factor to the success of the Jr. Bills. Leading
the way down the court for
the team are sophomore Nate
Rauschenbach and WallaceHughes.
One big moment for
the team was in the CBC BTeam tournament in January,
as the squad beat CBC in the
championship game. This was
especially momentous as the
Cadets, before the upset, had
been undefeated.
“We’ve had kind of an
up-and-down year, but now
all our focus is on these next
three games, and just being
able to finish out the season
strong,” said sophomore Paul
Reddy.

Sophomore Nick Lang in a game against Vianney.

photo | Jack Connaghan

Hockey crushes Oakville, steals win in close
game against De Smet
(continued from page 5)

and buried the puck.
With 10:56 left in the
game, junior captain Matthew
Hohl took a hard slash from
a Tiger forward and no call
was given. Hohl then showed
a display of physicality and
laid the forward out. Another
Oakville player immediately
met him, in response.
A fight of sorts ensued
and eventually Wachter came
over and made his presence
known to a Tiger player. In
the end three Oakville players
were sent to the box, one on
a ten minute misconduct, and
Hohl and Wachter served two
minutes.
“Yeah we took some penalties, but I think you got to
have that. [Wachter] didn’t
fight the guy, but he didn’t
need to fight the guy. He just
needed to let him know that
that’s not acceptable,” said
Fitzpatrick. “You can’t just
stand there and let the other

team take advantage of it. You
gotta push back and we did it
the right way.”
With no fight left, the
Tigers offense lost all life, and
after sophomore Christian
Berger rang one off the post
with 3:19 left in the game, it
was all but over.
The final read 8-0 SLUH,
the Jr. Bills outshooting
Oakville 39-12.
“We came out hungry
in our first playoff game and
took care of business, and that
was kind of a statement for
what’s to come for the rest of
playoffs,” said Gassett.
The next night at the
same rink, the Jr. Bills met up
with the De Smet Jesuit Spartans, who after a 4-1 loss to
Marquette High in their first
round robin game were looking to keep their playoff hopes
alive.
Coming off a 8-0 win and
having the first seed, SLUH
was in a comfortable spot. But

Junior Jack Wachter shoots against De Smet last Saturday.

because De Smet’s chances
were at stake, the teams came
with very different drives for
the game.
After a Gassett penalty
with 5:48 in the first period,
the Jr. Billiken defense looked
like it would have another successful penalty kill, but four
seconds into even strength,
De Smet found the back of the
net to take the lead.
The second period saw
a different SLUH team. They
pulled out the offensive fire
and poured it on. Unfortunately shots weren’t falling
and ill-placed ones made
the De Smet goaltender look
good.
Finally, with 2:01 left, Jacoby put one on net and sophomore Gabe Schwartz had a
beautiful redirection that tied
the game at one.
However, before the period could end, a small fight put
the Jr. Bills down a man with
a minute left. De Smet capital-

ized and the power play goal
came from a pass on the side
that slid past Rasch with 20.8
seconds left.
“I think we came out
and took the game a little for
granted. I think we thought
we were a lot better than we
really are, and De Smet was
kind of a reality check or a
wake up call for us going later
into the playoffs,” said Sieckhaus.
With the 2-1 deficit, the
Jr. Bills needed something to
fall during the third period
in order to bring out a win.
Again, the Icebills could not
capitalize due to ill-placed
shots. The crowd grew angsty
and prayed for a goal.
Winkelmann finally answered these prayers and took
it down the left side, following
with a shot that soared above
the goalie’s left shoulder and
into the top right corner of the
net. With 4:46 left in the third
period, the game was tied.
De Smet began to play
frantically. A tie meant a lower
chance of going through, but
the Jr. Bills would not stop
there.
With 56 seconds left in
the game, Hohl took a shot
from the blue line. With a
large amount of screens in
front of him, the goalie had no
clue where the puck was. The
puck hit the net, and the Spartans had lost the lead.
In a desperate attempt to
tie the game, De Smet pulled
their goalie, but as time expired Winkelmann soared
one down the ice to get one
photo | Brendan Voigt
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JV Hockey
Stephen Ocampo
ith the regular season
behind them, the St.
Louis U. High JV hockey team
will be the No. 3 seed heading into playoffs. In their last
three games of the season,
the JV IceBills steamrolled
through their opponents, not
allowing a single goal as they
defeated Oakville, Marquette
(the No. 4 seed in the playoffs), and Francis Howell.
Following a heartbreaking 2-1 loss to CBC, the Jr.
Bills came out the next day
with chips on their shoulders
as they took the ice versus
Oakville.
The Jr. Bills kicked off the
scoring halfway through the
first period on a hard slapshot
from junior Louie Perotti,
making the score 1-0.
“We applied the pressure
early on, and we kept at it for
the rest of the game,” said junior Sam Kutz.
In the second period, the
Jr. Bills stepped it up a notch,
and started the scoring two
minutes in with a goal from
freshman Martin Lyons off an
assist from Perotti. Less than
two minutes later, freshman
Tyler Lindhorst snuck another past the goalie, pushing the
lead to 3-0.
The scoring did not stop
there, however, as freshman
Patrick Simoncic netted an
unassisted goal with 1:22 left
in the second period, giving
the Jr. Bills a four-goal lead.
As the period came to a close,
Perotti launched a slapshot
that zoomed in past the goalie
with 16 seconds left, extending the lead to five heading
into the third period.
Halfway into the third
period, senior Matt Wulff
ended the night of scoring as
he struck one into the back of
the net.
The Jr. Bills completed
the shutout victory 6-0, allowing Oakville only eleven shots
compared to their 26.
“We were able to put the
loss behind us, and came out
the next day and played our
best game as a team so far,”
said Kutz.
The next Tuesday, the
Jr. Bills continued to ride the

momentum with a 2-0 victory
over Marquette.
As soon as the puck
dropped, Marquette came
out physically and applied the
pressure on the Jr. Bills. Senior PJ Cox responded to this
physicality with a goal three
minutes in off of an assist
from freshman Bryan Gund.
The Jr. Bills controlled
the puck for the majority of
the game, with the only scoring coming at the very last
second of the second period
when Wulff slapped one past
the goalie, allowing the Bills
to coast to a 2-0 victory over
Marquette, the second shutout
in a row for freshman Cole
Jansky.
“Wulff ’s goal was a great
one and was much needed.
He had been on the doorstep
the whole game and then it finally went in,” said Perotti.
In their regular season finale, the IceBills faced Francis
Howell.
Perotti started the scoring off an assist from Simoncic with five minutes left in the
first period, giving SLUH the
1-0 lead. The Jr. Bills were not
done, though, as Gund snuck
one in past the goalie off a
breakaway with 18 seconds
left.
“We were passing and
controlling the puck the whole
game and everything was going our way,” said Perotti.
For the rest of the game,
SLUH took shot after shot
while holding Francis Howell to only ten on the night.
Eventually, with two minutes
left in the game, the PerottiSimoncic duo connected
again as Perotti slapped one
right past the goalie off another set up pass from Simoncic.
“We played really well as
a team, and the win to head
into the playoffs was a huge
one for JV,” said freshman Jack
Hazleton.
“I think if we play together like we did versus CBC,”
said Hazleton. “We have a
good chance of making the
finals.
SLUH’s next game, and
first playoff game, will be
against Lindbergh this Sunday, Feb. 12, 7:55 p.m. at Affton.

final dagger and make it 4-2 as
the crowd roared at the comeback.
“The good thing is championship teams win when
they don’t play their best, and
that’s what happened [against
De Smet],” said Fitzpatrick.
“We didn’t play our best. We
worked hard and the kids gave
it everything they had, we just
did not play our best, and we
still came out on top. It’s good
to see that the kids didn’t quit,
didn’t give up. I’m proud of
them.”
With two wins and an-

other game last night, the Jr.
Bills will most likely advance
to the quarterfinals. Who and
when they will play is to be
determined, but as of today
De Smet is out after having
dropped a game to Vianney
2-1 on Monday.
“There are some small
mistakes we can get fixed over
the next few weeks and we’ll
be good,” said Rasch.
“It’s a mark of a good
team that they find ways to
win. There’s no panic. There’s
no quit. It was just a matter of
time,” said Gassett.

REPORTER

W

Last week, on page six, we miscredited the basketball photo as Brendan Voigt’s, but the picture was
taken by Jack Connaghan.
The Prep News regrets this error.
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Around the Hallways
Mothers’ Club distributes
donuts
When students arrived
at the top of the turnaround
on Thursday and Friday of
last week, they were greeted
with the welcoming smiles of
the Mothers’ Club. To make it
even better, several mothers
gave out donuts to students
who brought donations—both
cash and auction items—for
the annual Cashbah auction.
The proceeds from the auction go to the SLUH scholarship fund. The Donuts for
Drop-Offs campaign is one
of several for Cashbah. Traci
Ragsdale, the co-chair for
Cashbah, said “[The Mothers’
Club] collected over $2000 in
cash plus dozens upon dozens of items for classroom
baskets.” The volunteer moms
gave out 12 dozen donuts before school on the two days
last week. Although the donuts are gone until the Donuts
for Drop-Offs campaign next
year, donations for the Cashbah are still being collected
on the SLUH website, which
allows donors to give securely
at their convenience. The link
is http://www.sluh.org/giving/
cashbah.
Pre-tenure Ignatian Seminar
This Wednesday and
Thursday, teachers in their
second, third, and fourth
year attended the spring Pretenure Ignatian Seminar at
Jesuit Hall. The teachers were
split into two groups, with
seven teachers in a group. This
is the second seminar of the

year. The seminar in the fall
focused on teaching kids under a Jesuit frame, while this
seminar concentrated on the
faculty’s own spiritual development.
boys in my life.” The members
of the fourth period classes
Band classes celebrate do- enjoyed getting to know one
nor’s birthday
of their great supporters and
During fourth period thank her by celebrating her
on Friday, Feb. 3, students in birthday.
Symphonic Band and Jazz
Band 1, along with Mr. Pot- Medical
Careers
Club
tinger, took a day off from speaker
practicing music to celebrate
Courtney Spezia, mother
the birthday of Mrs. Kathleen to seniors Peter and Ben SpeMatecki. Mrs. Matecki has zia, spoke to the Medical Cabeen instrumental in the for- reers Club on Thursday about
mation of the language lab and her job as a rotational nurse.
has also contributed to the Ro- She brought various medibotics Club. She has paid for cal devices from her practice
numerous instruments for the for the club to inspect and
band and orchestra, and has learn about. Spezia works for
donated to prom and gradu- SANOFI, a global pharmaation. Sophomore Anthony ceutical company, and enRizzo, one member of the couraged all of the students to
symphonic band, captured her reach out to her in the future if
importance to the band when they’re ever looking for help in
he stated that, “Mrs. Matecki the medical field. Spezia also
is our band mother.” During brought Chick-fil-a for the
the 50-minute class period, students to chow on during
Mr. Pottinger said, “the band the meeting, which automatimembers recorded a video to cally made her a fan favorite.
cheer on her nephew who is
undergoing grueling chemo- Kino Border Initiative visits
therapy.” Mrs. Matecki said SLUH
her nephew loved the video,
In preparation for the
and asks that the SLUH com- upcoming spring break immunity keeps her nephew in mersion trip, Joanna Williams
its prayers. They shared pizza from the Kino Border Initiaand cake with Mrs. Matecki. tive visited SLUH this past
After the party, Mrs. Matecki Monday. Williams is Director
said “I am very proud of of Education and Advocacy
[SLUH and its bands].” She for the Border Initiative and
highlighted, “People ask me if she travels to different schools
I have children and I respond to spread the mission of Kino.
no, but I have 1100 special After visiting with Pax Christi,

ISN Arrupe Leaders Summit
V Wrestling District Tournament
AP
Lunch
she spoke to SLUH students
during Activity Period on
Monday, sharing stories about
her encounters along the border and some of the stats of
Kino. She also informed students on various ways they
could contribute to establish
compassionate immigration
policy both locally and nationally. She then took part
in a less formal, question and
answer session during both
lunch periods that same day.
She finished the day by meeting with the students that will
be part of the delegation visiting Kino this coming March
over Spring Break. She spoke
with the group about how she
got involved and addressed
any questions the parents had.
Maintenance in the Entrance
The upper field entrance
by the trophy cases was closed
recently as a result of some
maintenance being done to
the roof. The roof has gotten
old enough that water had
begun to seep through, and
the wood beneath had begun
to rot. The roof was removed
and replaced by Thursday afternoon. The drywall inside of
the entrance will also be getting some maintenance done
to it on Friday, and should be
open soon.
—Compiled by Reed Milnor
and Jack Schweizer.

placed on a server to be compiled into the layout of the
magazine. The result is another beautiful Sisyphus filled
with the ideas and images of
the student body.
Mr. Moran noted the
hard work the team put into
the design of the paper and
mentioned how senior Joe
Fentress went above and beyond by working on the layout
and cover design.
“We got ourselves in a
tight spot because three of our

art editors were also laying out
the magazine and another had
a Stanford interview on layout
day,” said Moran. “So we had
fewer spare hands around to
work on designing the presentation of some art.”
One piece that received
a lot of attention was senior
Will Lymberopoulos’ short
story titled “Sleepless Nights.”
“Matt Smith and I talked
about how much we enjoyed
the story,” said senior Adam
Kleffner. “We both agreed it
was one of our favorite prose

pieces in the collection.”
Mr. Moran recalled some
of his favorite work from this
edition as well.
“I told [english teacher]
Mr. William George that his
poem “yes you said yes I will
Yes.” is not just the best thing
we’ve ever had the honor of
publishing, it’s one of my favorite poems ever. Without
ascending into high-sounding
abstractions, the poem spirals around dramatic life and
death moments and meditates
on love and survival.”

Weather Balloon Launch
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

He also called attention
to the issue’s masthead page.
“It features an incredible
[senior] Will Kelly photo that
we failed to credit in the table
of contents. [Senior] Blaise
Lanter designed the cool coupling of that photo and the
text that accompanies it.”
“I’m extremely happy
with the final product,” said
John. “When I saw my picture
of this abandoned church on
Delmar in the final product,
I couldn’t help but be proud.”

Senior Mom’s Cookie Sale
Tuesday, February 14 and
Wednesday, February 15
9:30-1:30 in the Si Commons and reception area
All items 50 cents!

Bill Anderson and his Environmental Science class launch a weather
balloon on Tuesday during 1st Period. Anderson found the balloon
about two and a half hours north of SLUH in a tree in Illinois.

4:00pm
5:30pm
7:00pm

Senior Class Mass
Snack—Chicken Bites
Special—Nacho Bar
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
Tech Musical Rehearsal
B basketball @ Vashon High School
V basketball @ Vashon High School

Saturday, February 11
Orientation to Ownership
8:00pm Sno Ball

Monday, February 13

artwork | Ben Frailey

Regular Schedule

AP

Baylor University
Xavier University
Snack—Cinnamon Rolls
Lunch Special—Chicken, bacon, and cheese
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Tuesday, February 14

Regular Schedule
Spanish Mass
Snack—Mini Taco
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
3:30pm V Racquetball vs. Parkway West
AP

Wednesday, February 15
AP
Lunch
4:00pm
5:30pm
5:45pm
6:00pm
7:00pm

Regular Schedule

NHS Meeting
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
Special—Pasta bar
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
V Racquetball vs. Chaminade
B Basketball vs. Chaminade
Spring Break Immersion Barren Springs 		
Formation meeting
Founders/Heritage event
V Basketball vs. Chaminade

Thursday, February 16

Mass Schedule

Varsity Wrestling State Championships
All School Mission/Justice Speaker Assembly
AP
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Papa John’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes
7:30pm Mary Poppins, opening night of the musical

Friday, February 17

Sisyphus releases winter edition
(continued from page 1)

Regular Schedule

No Classes

7:30pm Mary Poppins
calendar | Jack Schweizer

Class of 2021 admitted
(continued from page 1)

about the decrease.
“We don’t go into an
admissions season saying
‘We want this number of students.’ We look at the pool,”
said Schmelter. “We are very
conscious of student-teacher
ratio and the number of students in the classroom.”
Ninety-nine
different
grade schools are represented
in the class of 2021, with the
top feeder school being St.
Gabriel the Archangel School
with eleven students, followed
by Immacolata with ten students and Mary Queen of
Peace School with nine. Last
year’s top feeder was Chaminade College Preparatory
School, with 12 admitted last
year and only five this year.
About 85% of schools had less
than five admitted applicants.
The zip code with the
most admitted students for
the fourth year in a row is
Kirkwood with 27 students,
making it the zip code with
the most students for all four
classes next year. Kirkwood
is followed by Des Peres (19)
and St. Louis Hills (17). Students from Missouri represent 90.3% of the incoming
class, and 9.3% hail from Illinois.
While the class of 2021
has many demographic similarities with the last three
admitted classes, there is an

unusual increase in legacy students. 44% of students have
either a father, brother, or both
who attended SLUH, about an
8% increase from the classes of
2020 and 2019.
In an effort to excite students about the thought of attending SLUH, the admissions
team encouraged the newlyaccepted to post pictures on
social media of themselves
with their acceptance letters.
“This is a very exciting
thing for kids,” said Assistant
Director of Admissions Adam
Cruz. “With the electronic letters, there isn’t as much excitement as there used to be when
the older guys used to just get
their letter in the mail, so it was
a cool way to kind of bring that
back.”
It is expected that the total
number of students will fluctuate between now and the start
of school in August, with some
students matriculating at other
schools, and others students
applying late. However, the final number of students should
not stray much from the current number of 258.
The class of 2021 will meet
for the first time at a welcome
and orientation event on Tuesday, Feb. 21, which will feature
faculty presentations as well as
a student-led portion where
the current eighth graders will
get a chance to meet their future classmates.

