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Gender equality speaker, Mission Week 2017: Building
Camaraderie and Breaking Cars
Sideco, sparks Mission
Week discussion
BY Jack Schweizer
CORE STAFF

I

n an energetic, hour-long
talk covering various aspects of sexism in society,
guest speaker Jocelyn Sideco
addressed the St. Louis U.
High community last Thursday, sparking discussion
among students and teachers about this year’s Mission
Week theme of gender equality.
Thanks to recommendations from the Ignatian Solidarity Network and the Jesuit
Schools Network, Campus
Ministry invited Sideco to
share her expertise about social justice issues, particularly
gender equality. The Director
of Social Justice and Campus
Ministry at St. Ignatius College Prep in San Francisco,
Sideco spoke following a
week filled with events related
to issues of sexism and masculinity that included prayer
services from the SLUH Students for Gender Equality

Club and a showing of the
documentary The Mask You
Live In, about the misconceptions surrounding masculinity.
From sharing family stories to recalling experiences
as a woman attending a coed Jesuit school to reading a
rape victim’s statement, Sideco touched on a wide range
of topics related to gender
equality in her talk.
Introduced by senior
Sam Goedeker, Sideco began
her presentation by involving
the students and faculty in a
self-reflective exercise, to encourage an open mind during
her talk. With each student
facing another classmate next
to them, one student would
ask “who are you” to the other, repeatedly, for 30 seconds,
while the other student replied with personal information describing themselves to
answer that question.
“I think that’s what St.

Class of 2021
orientation
energizes
future Jr. Bills
BY Andrew Pluff
NEWS EDITOR

T

History teacher Bob O’Connell smashing a car during Mission Week.
BY Nathan
REPORTER		

Wild

M

charities.
“Our goals for this year’s
Mission Week were to have a
lot of fun, raise school spirit,
and make money for the
charities while also educating
ourselves on the charities,”
said STUCO moderator Kate
Toussaint.
Mission Week began

photo | Brendan Voigt

on Tuesday with the Chris’
Pancakes breakfast in the Si
Commons. Students who donated five dollars got in line
to catch the flipping flapjacks
as they flew off the stove. Donors also enjoyed orange juice
and sausages along with their
stacks of flapjacks.

ission Week, an annual
Saint Louis U. High tradition, began this past Tuesday. Mission Week is a time
to build brotherhood in the
SLUH community while raiscontinued on page 5 ing money for charities. This
year’s Mission Week featured
continued on page 5
classics like early morning
pancake feasts, and auctioning off classic SLUH sports
jerseys, and also saw exciting new additions such as
SLUHber, the Ignatius Water
Balloon Challenge, and the
highly-anticipated car smash.
The money raised this
year will be donated to Midtown Mamas, the Honduras
Project, and Fe y Alegria.
Prayer services were replaced
|
photo Antwine Willis this week by videos in homephoto | Brendan Voigt
room that gave students a President David Laughlin, dressed as St. Ignatius, being pelted
Theology teacher Dan Finucane and Mission Week speaker
better understanding of new by water balloons during Mission Week.
Jocelyn Sideco during the all school assembly last Thursday.

Profe celebrates 50
years of teaching
BY Zach
STAFF

Hennes

V

ery few people make it
to the 50th anniversary
of their careers. It takes an
immense amount of dedication and a commitment to
the people you work with to
achieve 50 years of work. That
is exactly what Spanish teacher Charlie Merriott, more
commonly know as “Profe,”
will achieve upon completion
of this school year.

Merriott started teaching at Bishop DuBourg High
School in St. Louis in 1967
after some discernment about
going into the education field.
“When I was studying
to be a teacher, I didn’t really even know if I wanted to
do it,” said Merriott. “After
I did my student teaching, I
thought, ‘I’ll give it a year and
see what happens.’ I got a position at DuBourg and I end-
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he St. Louis U. High
basketball team won its
first outright MCC title since
the conference’s inception
in 1991, defeating the CBC
Cadets thoroughly on Senior
Night in the Paint it Pink
game.
“There was a lot on the
line, we were making history,”
said senior guard Brandon
McKissic. “Just a lot of emotions.”
After defeating Chami-

Juniors head to DC
Social studies teachers Sarah
Becvar and Tom Zinselmeyer led
a group of ten juniors to the nation’s capitol to meet with alumni.
Page 2

TechyBills explore Silicon Valley
Eleven students interested in the
tech industry headed west last
©2017 St. Louis University High week as they journeyed to Silicon
School Prep News. No material may Valley to meet with alums workbe reprinted without the permission
ing in Tech City USA. Page 2
of the editors and moderator.

continued on page 5

Basketball topples CBC to claim first MCC crown

News

news

he St. Louis U. High class
of 2021 gathered for the
first time this past Tuesday
evening for the annual incoming class welcome and orientation, where future Jr. Bills
listened to speeches about
crayons, played icebreakers,
and filled the Danis Field
House with the resounding
roar of “Oh When the Bills.”
This was the second year
of the new format for the
night, which aims to raise the
incoming students’ excitement about being part of the
SLUH community, as well as
serving as a first chance to interact with their future classmates.
“This is an event where
the excitement is very high,”
said Director of Admission
Anja Schmelter. “Parents are
excited because they learn
more about SLUH. The students are anxious and a little
nervous, but excited to officially be part of our school
community. The goal of the
night was to make them feel
welcome from all angles.”
The night began with
speeches from key administrators and teachers that will
be leading the class of 2021,
including freshman class
moderator Tim Curdt, who
gave his famous Harold and
the Purple Crayon speech.
At one point in the speech,
the crayon transforms col-

nade last week, the Jr. Bills
clinched at least a share of
the MCC title, which would
be split between Chaminade,
SLUH, and CBC had the Cadets come out on top. Understandably, the Jr. Bills were
not going to let that happen.
“It was a huge motivation. Winning the MCC
would have been cool, but
splitting it with two of our
biggest rivals would have
been unacceptable,” said senior forward Andrew Grassi.

Features

BTS: Linda Gruss
Reporter Riley McEnery talked
with Technology Specialist Linda
Gruss about what she does behind
the scenes here at SLUH. Page 4
Features
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Senior guard Anthony Hughes dribbling down the court in the
continued on page 6
Paint it Pink game.

Profe celebrates 50
Spanish teacher Charlie “Profe”
Merriott will have spent 50 years
in education upon the completion
of this school year so students decided to throw a fiesta. Page 4

Sports

Racquetball aims for end
As racquetball enters its final
week of the regular season they
hold first place and prepare to
battle it out battle at Vetta this
Saturday. Page 7
Sports

Hockey closes in on State
Hockey sets it sights on the only
thing in between them and a shot
at the state championship: two
games against Oakville in the
semifinal series. Page 6
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Billicon Valley: students travel to California to
Coen, Clair, and Bowdry visit tech giants Apple, Tesla, and Google
win Mission Week 3v3
Linhares’ son and an admin- exotic workplace and talking
what struck the students.
Joe Lux
“It
was
a
small,
cooperaistrator at the school, told the with an alum about his experib-ball tourney
tive environment where every- SLUH students about his work ence there.
BY
REPORTER

BY Nick
STAFF

Gima

M

ission Week kicked off
this past Monday with
the 3v3 basketball tournament in the Danis Field House
on President’s Day. After an
intense championship game,
seniors Jimmy Coen, Andrew
Clair, and junior Kameron
Bowdry claimed victory and
their spot as the best 3v3 team
in the school.
“It was a good feeling to
win,” said Coen. “It doesn’t really count for anything, but it
was just fun to get out there
and play with my team.”
Sixteen teams signed up
for the event, and each squad
consisted of three to four
SLUH students. There was a
mandatory $20 entry fee for
each team, with a $100 reward
for the champions.
“We didn’t want the day
to go to waste, so we decided
to try something new,” said
student body vice president
Peter Hennessey.
Most teams were comprised of seniors and juniors,
but many underclassmen also
participated in the event.
“We really wanted to
bring the upper and lowerclassmen together this week,
and I think this tournament
really did that,” said Hennessey.
The tournament was

organized into four different pools, so each squad was
guaranteed at least three
games in the tournament with
each team playing the other
three in their pool. Then, the
top two teams from each pool
moved on to the single-game
elimination round.
After the first round of
single-elimination, only four
teams remained, all of which
were seniors and juniors. Seniors Maurice Glass, Jaleel
Ashford, Jayson Ashford,
and Robert Forrest won their
semifinal game. On the other
side of the bracket, Coen,
Clair, and Bowdry ousted
their opponent, locking them
in the championship, which
they ultimately won.
STUCO was determined
to start the week on a better
note this year.
“We wanted to bring
back events that injected fun
back into Mission Week, and
I thought it was a great success,” said Hennessey.
The event in itself did
not raise a lot of money. With
each team paying $20 and
snacks being sold for $1, there
was only so much to make.
“While it wasn’t a ton, being able to raise at least some
money on a day off was a neat
way to kick off the week,” said
spirit leader Dan Pitts.

A

group of 11 students, led
by computer teacher Dan
See and Assistant Principal for
Mission Jim Linhares, traveled
to San Francisco last weekend
to learn about the tech industry. Juniors Tom Sommers,
Jack Steussie, Karl Lodholz,
Jordan Nazemi, John Dickey,
Timmy Flavin, Will Lake, Eric
Schnelker, Nick Parisi, Nick
Tahan, and Joe Lux participated.
The trip was started last
year by social studies teacher
Kevin Foy as part of the Ignatian Business Leaders (IBL)
Club. The trip gave students
the opportunity to talk with
alumni at big businesses like
Apple, Google, and Tesla, as
well as smaller companies
like Kiddom and Playground
Global.
“The point of the trip was
to give students interested in
technology a chance to interact
with alumni in the technology
field and to gain a perspective
on all the things required to do
well in the world of technology
and business,” See said.
The students arrived
early Thursday morning, Feb.
16, and stopped for lunch at
Kiddom, a small startup developing educational software
to help teachers stay organized. The company is still
very young, working out of an
apartment with only six employees. However, the small
working environment was

Students take trip to nation’s capitol
BY Matt Dorsey
REPORTER			

S

ocial studies teachers Sarah Becvar and Tom Zinselmeyer led ten juniors on a
trip to Washington, D.C. last
weekend to meet with SLUH
alumni working there. This
trip, the first of its kind, followed the example of other
SLUH programs.
“SLUH for a number of
years has already been leading the Junior Bills on Wall
Street trip and the Junior Bills
in Silicon Valley trip, so this
trip is modeled after those
trips,” said Becvar. “Dr. Foy
talked to me at the beginning
of the year about this opportunity, saying that we have a
really great alumni network
in D.C. and there would be a
good possibility that we could
make this trip happen.”
The students met with
alumni working in various
political and journalism positions in D.C.

“We met with lobbyists,
speech writers, people who
work at the Federal Reserve,”
said junior Connor Worley, a
member of the trip.
Students going on the
trip prepared for their meetings weeks in advance.
“All of the students met
for a couple of weeks beforehand during activity period
to prepare questions and talk
about who we were meeting with and so everybody
had questions prepared,” said
Becvar.
Students met with alumni on Thursday, Feb. 16, and
Friday, Feb. 17, to learn about
their jobs.
“We would go around
and spend about an hour to
an hour and a half with each
of them and they welcomed
us into their offices and told
us about their jobs and how
their work shapes policy or
influences the government,”
said Becvar.

with low income families in
the school. The visit was part
of an effort to see a different
side of the fast-growing tech
industry in San Francisco.
“David gave us an insight
into the other side of Silicon
Valley and the impact big tech
companies have on neighborhoods,” See said.
The next day, the students
woke up early for breakfast at
Apple. They took a short tour
of the headquarters and talked to two alumni about their
work.
“They were all very passionate about Apple’s mission:
‘to do only a couple things really well,’” said Sommers.
The students then headed to Google for lunch. They
spent a long time touring the

Finally, the group stopped
at Playground Global, a venture capital firm that housed
startups while helping them to
design and produce prototypes
of their products. The students
were struck by the carefree environment and the incredible
products the businesses were
creating.
“It seemed like a place
specifically built to foster creativity and individuality in
what they were working on,”
said junior Nick Parisi.
On Saturday, the students
took a day to tour the city,
stopping at the Golden Gate
Bridge, Lombard Street, Pier
39, and China town. The group
then took a red-eye flight to
arrive back in Saint Louis on
Sunday morning.

Students line up in front of Playground Global in Silicon Valley.
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Can you smell what the Bills are
cooking? First annual SLUH Iron Chef

The SLUH delegation
also went to the Washington,
D.C. office of the New York
Times, where they were able
to see political journalism in
action.
“Articles on President
Trump were actually being
written as we were talking
to (alumni in) the New York
Times, which was really cool,”
said junior Liam Heffernan.
On Friday night, the
group hosted an alumni reception dinner in the meeting
room of the House Committee on Agriculture. The trip
provided a learning opportunity for the students on what
life is like working in politics.
“I wanted to go on the
politics trip because I think I
might be interested in study- BY Brian Tretter
ing government or political REPORTER
science in college and this was
a good way to get advice from
aint Louis U. High will be
people who have done that,”
hosting an Iron Chef comsaid Heffernan.
petition on Monday during ac-
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Students on the trip with Mike Leahy at the Federal Reserve.

one contributed in their own
unique way,” said Nazemi. “It
was different from the big corporations we visited.”
In the afternoon, the
group of Jr. Bills drove to a
Tesla factory, where they were
not allowed as much freedom
to look around.
“They wouldn’t let us take
out our phones or go on a tour
of the factory because they
were near a release. It was very
secretive,” said Flavin. Nevertheless, the students got to
talk with one of the engineers
about some of the details about
Tesla’s production and their
philosophy of sustainability.
That evening, the group
visited a school in the Redwood City Public School
District. David Linhares, Jim

S

tivity period, an event that will
feature two teams of students
working with professional
alumni chefs.
“The goal of the event
is to promote sustainability
and expose SLUH students to
healthy eating,” said Anne Marie Lodholz, moderator of the
SLUH Sustainability Club.
Competitors will aim to
produce the most environmentally low-impact and healthy
foods for a panel of judges
comprised of Principal Craig
Hannick, President David
Laughlin, English teacher Sean
O’Brien, and a student raffle

artwork | Liam Connolly

winner.
Freshmen, sophomores,
and juniors are signed up to
participate with special guest
chefs Brendan Kirby, ’99 and
Alex Feldmeier, ’04. Modeled
after the cooking show “Iron
Chef,” the kitchen stadium will
be set up in in the west side of
the Si Commons. Local companies and grocers such as
Straubs, Bob’s Seafood, and
Bissinger’s Chocolate will be
sponsoring the event.
“We want to support local businesses and farmers and
make healthy eating fun,” said
Lodholz.
Competitors will be given
a choice of raw ingredients in
an area between the two teams
called the “pantry,” and will
have to make a signature dish
using the special ingredient re-

vealed at the beginning of the
competition. Teams will have
20 minutes to cook two dishes
using the revealed secret ingredient.
English teacher Adam
Cruz and physical education
teacher Zarrick will be MC-ing
the event, interviewing contestants and judges and showcasing live footage on the monitors.
“Invite your friends and
family,” Lodholz said. “We’re so
excited and hope a lot of people
will come.”
The Sustainability Club
will be selling shirts for and
tickets for the event. Tickets are
$2 and all proceeds will benefit
St. Patrick’s Center. Shirts are
$15 and include free admission
to the event.
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“It takes a lot of courage to get
up in front of the whole school
and talk about something that
kids don’t normally talk about.
For him to bring that to the
whole school takes courage, and
I thought he did a wonderful job. He had a lot of good
experiences, a lot of great detail
that hopefully brought all the
students in, and it really put
him in a place of vulnerability
with the students so that we all
realized the authenticity of what
he was saying.
-Thomas Leeker, ’17

“It was incredible—the growth
that he has gone through to
be able to deliver such a great
statement. I think he did a really
great job articulating some really powerful points that we as
a community are experiencing,
but maybe are not always super
aware of. He did a really good
job of saying, ‘This is why I’m
passionate about this stuff.’”
-Stephen Deves

“I liked how Goedeker brought
in personal experience with how
masculinity can be insulting
or even damaging to men. He
seemed sincere about how much
he cared about the issue.”
-Sam Porter, ’18

“I thought Sam did a really
good job explaining everything.
Instead of trying to define what
feminism is, he defined what
masculinity is and can be.”
-David Gordon, ‘17
artwork | Lancer Li

Editor’s note: Senior Sam Goedeker gave this
speech last Thursday before the main speaker Ms.
Jocelyn Sideco. It was edited for length.
Feminism is a word that isn’t a popular one,
especially at our school. For a long time, I never
liked using it. I thought that since female is the
root of the word that it was only for the advancement of women over men. But I was wrong. It
has that root word because females are the gender that have historically been oppressed but the
word. Feminism solely means: the advocacy of
women’s rights on the basis of the equality of the
sexes. And it’s not just about helping women.
Feminism is important in our world because it
also helps men get away from crushing social
norms that I’m sure many of you feel.
Having spent four years in the Halls of
SLUH, I have heard the comments that students
have made about both men and women. Comments like: “Man up!” or “Stop being a little
girl!” And many other comments that I do not
wish to repeat at this moment. And if I am being
honest, I to have made these comments. And it
disheartens me.
But being a Student here at SLUH, and receiving a Jesuit education I have learned about
how Jesus Christ, and the Catholic Church call
us to be men of compassion, men who fight for
equality. So for me it was and still is confusing, why, as a school, we make harsh comments
about each other, but claim to be followers of a
loving Jesus Christ. So as I really started to think
about this problem. I started reading everything
I could, becoming more invested and passionate
about the topic of Feminism and Masculinity.
It became increasingly hard for me to deny the
fact that women in this country, and around the
world, are treated as though they are second rate
citizens. And I became aware of an issue that is
not talked about enough: the stereotype of masculinity in this country.

PN Puzzle
Across

1 Band that sings “Stayin’
Alive”
4 The 8th plague of Egypt
9 ____ and Order
10 First part of the slang name
for U of Mississippi
12 Indonesia’s official Olympics abbreviation
13 Largest fight-based entertainment company in U.S.
15 The main kid protagonist
in “Foster’s Home for Imaginary Friends”
17 Native American abode
19 The female Pac-Man Ghost
20 Islamic traditional femalecovering garb
21 Meat-on-a-stick dish
23 Dwight Howard requested
a trade from this NBA team
in 2012
26 First name of NFL 2016
“Rookie of the Year”
28 Card game that got its origins in “Crazy Eights”
30 ____ Lanka

3

31 A lot of people want a six
pack of this
33 Famous ones include Lowe,
Zombie, and Gronkowski
34 Galen Bacharier and Joseph Reznikov are _____ of
the Prep News
35 Homer’s most famous epic
poem

Down

1 Primary protagonist in “The
Hobbit”
2 Animal emblem of America
3 Music identification app
4 Muscle-based acid that
builds up when exercising
5 Tough tissue connecting
your muscles to your bones
6 Campfire treat invented by
the Scouts
7 Slang for “pig”
8 Classic video game system
with “Pong”
11 Biblical nephew of Abraham, his wife became a pillar

For about two years now I have been calling myself a feminist. Now, I have always been
a proud supporter of women’s rights, but I shied
away from calling myself a feminist for reasons
I’m sure most of you can think of. It wasn’t until
I started actually talking about it with two people in my life that I became more comfortable
with the word and its true meaning.
The first of those two people is my mother.
One day, during a conversation with my mom,
she mentioned that when she went back to work
after being pregnant, she quickly realized that
various parts of her job had been delegated to
other workers in the office. When she returned
to the office, she felt as though she’d lost her
purpose in her work, simply because she’d been
pregnant.
I became so passionate because I realized
that this person, who has taken care of me my
whole life, was seen as lesser by others simply
because she is a women, when in all honesty she
is one of the greatest people I’ve ever known. I’m
positive the same is true about all of your moms.
The other person is one of my best friends,
Jaci. Jaci challenged me like no one else has in
this matter. She challenged me to redefine how I
look not only at women but also men. She would
point out how men and women in the entertainment industry are often seen as sexual beings
instead of real people, with a deeper purpose.
She would challenge me through civil discourse
to reevaluate how I viewed strong independent
women or men who would challenge the social norms I had come to accept as real. These
conversations with my mom and Jaci lit a fire
in me that wouldn’t die. And if you know me,
you know that when I become passionate about
something, I try to put my full heart and soul
into it.
Following these conversations, I began
researching and reading even more about this
crossword | Brad Gale

of salt
14 Type of dry, mocking humor
16 The primary artery of the
body
18 To recede, as tidewater
away from land
19 Jim’s love-interest in “The
Office”
21 First name of famous documentary-maker Burns
22 Sanctuary, in a dessert
24 Term for light blue
25 Corn on the ____
26 Track throwing event
27 Traditional Japanese garment or dress
28 Your father’s brother, to
you
29
Zebra-striped/brown
mammal closely related to giraffes
31 I stared into the ____ and
the _____ stared back
32 “When Harry Met _____”

problem in our world, but that wasn’t enough for
me. I wanted to act on my passion. So the first
Friday of the school year I went to a SLUH4GE
meeting, SLUH 4 Gender Equality for those who
aren’t familiar. There were about 7 of us at that
first meeting, but since then, our club has grown:
our meetings now have up to 30 people. It was
just the place for me; a place where I could hopefully make a difference. Then later, I heard what
the Mission/Justice week theme was going to be
this year and I knew this was what I had been
waiting for. Feminism and Masculinity: two topics that I love to talk about!
As you heard in the prayer service this week,
we are in need of taking a more intentional look
at what masculinity means in our community
and our culture in general. For too long, men
have been pushed into the confines of thinking
that being a man means being violent, headstrong, messy, or athletic. Now granted, I’m most
of those things... but I’m also a lot more than just
the typical masculine traits. And so are a lot of
other men our age.
The problem so many of us face is that we
try to change who we are to fit this narrow idea of
masculinity or we cover up the parts of ourselves
that don’t fit and only reveal a portion of who we
truly are. But if we are honest with ourselves, we
know that this isn’t healthy. We know that if we
are not healthy about who we are, we risk hurting
the women in our lives; and we risk perpetuating
sexist language and attitudes in our society.
Four years ago, there is no way I would have
guessed that I would be up here talking to our
community about feminism and masculinity,
but I had an open mind and was open to growth.
Now I’m not asking you guys to just accept everything that is going to be said on these topics,
but I am asking you to have an open mind and to
listen to what is said before you make a decision
on what you believe. Thank you.
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Behind the Scenes @ SLUH:

Profe’s half century in the classroom celebrated by students Linda Gruss, Technology

photo | Alex Sosa

Merriott next to his ‘50’ balloons, brought in as part of his class’s block day party.

(continued from page 1)

-ed up loving it and thought
‘this is what I want to do.’”
When he first started
teaching, Merriott had no
idea that he would stick with
it for so long. He remarked
that when he was in high
school, teachers hitting their
50-year anniversaries would
have started in 1913 which
seemed like forever ago. He
never imagined that he would
be teaching 50 years later in
2017. Instead of setting a goal
for the number of years he
wanted to reach before retiring, Merriott chose to focus

about making it to 50. I just
took it a year at a time. When
I hit 48 years, I thought, ‘if I
retire now, 48 sounds pretty
good.’ Then I decided that
I didn’t really want to retire
because I just enjoy what I’m
doing. Then when I did 49, I
thought ‘well I can’t wimp out
now.’ And I wasn’t ready to retire last year either.”
The capstone of Merriott’s time at SLUH has been
his time and work with the
Honduras Project. Merriott
first went to Honduras 23
years ago and immediately
felt that the trip should con-

Merriott and his Spanish IV class during the block day party.

on the year he was in and see
how long he could continue it.
“When I came to SLUH
it was my 25th year teaching,
so 24 years at DuBourg and 26
now at SLUH,” said Merriott.
“I guess I never really thought

tinue annually. He has since
dedicated countless hours
selling candy, pretzels, and
Ted Drewes at activity period
to raise money for Centro
San Yves, and has spent many
Januarys taking students to

Yoro, Honduras for their Senior Projects. His efforts with
the Honduras Project have
helped fund Centro San Yves
and given over 130 students
an unforgettable experience
on their Senior Projects.
“I think I’ve been truly
blessed here at SLUH to have
the opportunity to do the
Honduras Project,” said Merriott. “I knew I felt different
that first year after I came back
and I thought, ‘it can’t end
here. Those people need help.’
I didn’t ever think it would
blow up to what it is now.
I would have never dreamt

photo | courtesy of Mr. Charles Merriott

that we would finance their
new house when we started.
When I heard they had plans
for a new center, I thought we
should give it a shot and it
worked. We raised the money
to build that house. Now we

are working on getting it refurbished.”
However, the thing that
has kept Merriott coming
back all these years is the students.
“I have so thoroughly enjoyed all the years that I have
taught. I loved my years at
DuBourg and obviously I’ve
loved my time here at SLUH,”
said Merriott. “If Honduras
never happened, I’m sure I
would still be around here
because I just enjoy being in
the classroom and interacting with the students. I always
feel like they keep me young
and keep me on my toes. I’ve
also been very lucky that for
the most part over the years,
I have gotten along with the
students.”
Merriott’s love for being in the classroom with his
students has inspired generations of young people and this
year one class decided they
would say thank you through
food and fiesta. Senior Alex
Sosa helped organize a party
during block days to celebrate
and thank Merriott for his 50
years of dedication to his students.
“One day Profe told us
that he was on his 50th year
of teaching and I asked him
if we could have a fiesta to
celebrate,” said Sosa. “He told
us to wait until block day. On
Monday, I went to the board
and made a list of stuff that
people volunteered to bring.
I also had big “50” balloons
that I brought in. It was just
kind of a random thing I
asked if we could do and he
was ok with it. We ate guacamole, salsa, Spanish rice, and
Taco Bell tacos.”
Merriott has no plans for
retirement and still loves what
he does every day.
“As for the future, I’m
just going to take it a year at a
time and we will see how it is,”
said Merriott.

PN Vault
The Slitherly Snake Chronicles

Support Specialist
BY Riley McEnery
REPORTER

Reporter Riley McEnery
sat down with Technology
Specialist Linda Gruss on
Wednesday to discuss her role
in the SLUH community.
Riley McEnery: So could
you talk a little bit about your
journey to SLUH? What did
you do before you came here
and how did you get here?
Linda Gruss: Well, I was
working at Valley Park school
district and had a very similar job to what I have now,
doing technology support. I
had thought about looking
for another job, but I wasn’t
quite there yet. So when the
position became available (a
family member told me about
the position), I went ahead
and applied for it. Then all of
a sudden I was changing jobs.
RM: Okay, so what exactly is your role in the community, and what exactly does
that entail?
LG: I work a lot with
students, faculty, and staff
just by being technology support, which means that if
something is broken or not
working appropriately, teachers and students can come to
me, and I can investigate the
problem.
RM: Could you walk
us through an average day at
SLUH for you?
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from the Prep News Vault to get a
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LG: Well I get here at
7:00 a.m. and I open the labs
downstairs. If there’s an event
that day or if there happens to
be a faculty day or if there’s a
special meeting going on then
I’ll set up all the equipment
for those meetings. Then
I’m usually in the office. The
morning is a pretty busy time
with students forgetting their
iPads or needing loans, so a
lot of them will come and see
me right before homeroom.
So, it’s a pretty busy morning.
RM: It seems like you get
a lot of student interaction.
LG: I do. More and more
now because we have the devices, so that’s been really
great because initially when
I first started there wasn’t a
lot of interaction between me
and the students. It was mostly faculty and staff that would
come to me with questions on
technology, but now I do see
students a lot more.
RM: So, what’s your favorite part of the SLUH community?
LG: I would say just the
people. I really like the faculty
and staff that I work with, and
getting to know the students
has been great. So just the
people here.
RM: Is there anything
you’d like to add?
LG: Well just that I like it
here, and that I’m happy to be
here.
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Mission Week raises $5,463 as of
Wednesday, $$ continues to roll in
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STUCO members Peter Hennessey and Jack McGrail selling
shirts during Mission Week.

(continued from page 1)

The tradition of the student-chosen music played
during passing periods continued this year. Songs were
from a variety of genres, from
rock classics such as “All Star”
to old-style country songs like
“Take Me Home, Country
Roads.”
Students could also dress
down for the entire week for
a small donation of $5. Various themes of dress suggested for the days of the week
included: Movie Character
Tuesday, Construction Worker Wednesday, Dress Like a
Teacher Thursday, and Twin
Friday. A portion of the student body chose to roam the
halls this week in Superman
costumes, brightly colored
vests, and odd interpretations
and impersonations of teachers.
Students tired of the
treacherous walk up the endless sidewalk in the morning
had the option to take SLUHber, a cheap yet effective way
to solve any student’s early
morning sluggishness. Student drivers picked up the
early morning trudgers by
sweeping around the parking
lot, blaring their music for
all to hear. Once the car was
sufficiently packed, students
enjoyed hits like “Bad and
Boujee” and “Firework” to
put them in a more awakened
mindset for their day ahead.
On Tuesday, STUCO
continued the tradition of
auctioning old-school SLUH
wear, including soccer jerseys
worn in State Championship
games, a hockey jersey worn
by senior Luke Gassett, and a

unique new item on the block
this year—cheesecakes. Prospective buyers were greeted
with the surprise of a decadent Reese’s Pieces cheesecake
made by SLUH science teacher Bill Anderson. Bids for the
cheesecake matched and even
exceeded those on the gear,
rising up to $50.
During the auction and
lunch periods, students were
also able to buy tickets for
raffles including the chance to
be hypnotized (reserved solely
for upperclassmen), watch a
movie with physics teacher
Kent Kershenski, take a philosophical walk in the park with
James Page, S.J., and many
more oddly exciting prizes.
On Wednesday, the car
smashing, one of the most
anticipated events of this
year’s Mission Week, allowed
students to release their educational woes by taking a
sledgehammer to a stationary
automobile.
“(STUCO) figured SLUH
kids would want to take their
aggression out on something,
so we thought it would be a
good community experience
if we could all gather to beat
the crap out of something. We
also painted it Oakville colors
to get people excited for the
game,” said junior class president Jack McGrail.
After the car was dropped
off at the turnaround, students
eagerly packed around it to
view the complete destruction
and unrelenting force caused
by jittery and eager students.
Weapons of choice included
baseball bats, golf clubs, and a
sledgehammer.
Between swings, students

could launch water balloons
at President David Laughlin,
who dressed up as St. Ignatius.
The event was put on by the
Cannonball Club, a group focused on Jesuit discernment,
to remind students of the cannonball Ignatius took to the
right leg while at war.
Students also packed the
Field House eagerly waiting
to see beloved classmates get
their heads shaved. Unfortunately, students did not get the
satisfaction of seeing some of
their classmates styling their
new haircuts because of a lack
of time. The selected students
were not easily let off the hook
and merely rescheduled their
haircutting appointment for
next week.
On Wednesday night,
students packed into the Si
Commons for a night of relaxation. Students who attended
were serenaded by a jazz combo featuring juniors Thomas
Curdt and Teddy Gerard and
senior Dominic Gheradini.
Students also enjoyed cannolis and coffee as an accompaniment to the euphonious
sounds.
“We had a Keurig going
with coffee, hot chocolate,
and apple cider. People could
come and get whatever refreshment they wanted and
do their homework. We also
had jazz and some poetry
reading. People were just jamming,” said STUCO president
Thomas Leeker.
Yesterday during activity period, a forum was held
in the Commons to discuss
issues of masculinity and gender equality, in addition to
Jocelyn Sideco’s talk from last
Thursday.
Today is the final day of
Mission Week. During activity period today, 20 upperclassmen will be hypnotized
in front of all the students who
choose to attend. Students are
encouraged to take the values
in social justice they learned
from this fun, yet informative
week, to various aspects of
their lifestyle.
“I think it’s going really
well. I thought the car was really fun. I didn’t anticipate the
positive reactions at all,” said
Toussaint.

Former president Costello, ’47, dies
Rev. Robert Costello, S.J., ’47, died this past Tuesday, Feb. 21, at the
Jesuit Fusz Pavilion from illness. He was 87 years old.
Costello was a past president of St. Louis U. High, serving from 1992
to 1997; he was in the Society of Jesus for 65 years and a priest for 53.
From 1985 to 1991, he served as the Provincial of the Missouri Province.
President David Laughlin sent an email letter to the SLUH community
the day after he passed. The letter and his official obituaitary are currently on the front page of SLUH’s website.
Costello’s Mass of Christian Burial will be on Thursday, March 2, at St.
Francis College Church on St. Louis University’s campus. The visitation
will be from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., and the funeral Mass will be at 7:00
p.m. The burial will be at Calvary Cemetery.
The Prep News will publish a full obituary on his life and career at
SLUH next week.
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Students, teachers react to Sideco’s
talk on sexism
(continued from page 1)

Ignatius talks about too, just
even having the desire to have
the desire to be open or to
change, is good enough,” said
Sideco after the exercise.
Throughout the speech,
Sideco spoke extensively about
her family, including her relationship with her transgender
sibling, Toni. Later, Sideco
discussed the sexism behind
the common phrases “boys
will be boys”—which justifies bad behavior according to
Sideco—and “you throw like a
girl.” She also briefly diverted
from the expected theme to
reference the gender spectrum, which reportedly confused many students. Sideco
also shared her experience of
entering a newly co-ed Jesuit
high school that had previously been all-male.
Sideco closed the talk
with Campus Ministers Meg
Beugg and Simone Anzalone;
each read a portion of the
statement from the rape victim in the Stanford University
case that sparked an uproar
across the country.
While
acknowledging
that Sideco made some good
points, most students disliked
the speech as a whole, citing a
variety of talking points over a
broad range of issues, but no
clear message.
“I feel like with most
speakers, it’s not very participatory in terms of the audience, it’s sort of like point,
point, point, you just kind
of sit there and observe. Her
talk was sort of like the points
were just all over the map and
you sort of had to connect
the dots yourself,” said junior

Pierce Hastings.
“I think what confused
a lot of people, in addition to
her talking about gender identity and the gender spectrum,
was that she didn’t really have
a big point she was working
towards or anything,” said senior Edward Gartner. “A lot of
people were saying she didn’t
offer any solutions, which I
personally didn’t have a problem with because I know how
nuanced working with issues
of feminism are and its not a
catch-all solution, but I think
she didn’t suggest any concrete way to sort of combat
sexism, (and that) may have
thrown some people.”
Sideco, who met with
students during lunch and in
several theology classes, explained that her presentation
was more of a chat than an argument, according to various
students.
“When she came in here
her goal was not to like, ‘here’s
my argument as to why you all
should think this way.’ I think
her approach was ‘hey, I’m going to give you a lot to think
about and we need to talk,’”
said math teacher Stephen
Deves, the moderator of Students for Gender Equality.
Students also felt Sideco
spent too much time describing her family situation
instead of delving into the
themes of gender equality.
“I thought she focused
too much on her family, but I
think her attempt to get us to
think about it was good,” said
junior Andrew Lally.
Campus Minister Dan
Finucane agreed.
“I think there was too

much time spent talking about
family, but I think the point
she was trying to get across,
and I don’t know for sure, but
to talk about relationships,
and how important relationships are to how we approach
these topics,” said Finucane.
Some students were also
confused and distracted by
Sideco’s comments about the
gender spectrum.
“I think a lot of people
were shaken by that,” said
sophomore Liam John.
“To me, to discuss the
gender spectrum was to get
a bit afield, it’s an area where
there’s ambiguity certainly
with regards to church teaching but also with regards to
just the science that’s out
there,” said Finucane. “So to
me it was a distraction from
what I thought was otherwise
a talk that addressed points.”
Regardless of the negative comments, Deves believes
the speech sparked good
conversations about gender
equality among students, and
hopes that continues into the
future.
“Going forward, leaving
this week and going into the
fourth quarter and next year,
those are conversations we
still want to have, is authentic
masculinity, how are we viewing ourselves and interacting
as men, and I think from what
I’ve heard from many students
is that they’re very open to
that conversation and I think
it’s a conversation that they
want to have and we want to
have,” said Deves.

U, U, U, U. High! 2021 orientation

The class of 2021 at their orientation this past Tuesday.

(continued from page 1)

ors from purple to blue, and
when the families looked
inside their gift bags, they
found a blue crayon.
“They were probably
wondering what the crayon
was all about before he talked,” said Schmelter with a
laugh.
SLUH was also joined by
principal-to-be Rev. Ian Gibbons, S.J., who is visiting St.
Louis in preparation for the
transition in July. He introduced himself to the class and
welcomed them to SLUH,
mentioning how both he and
the class will be beginning
their SLUH journey together.
Current Principal Craig
Hannick also introduced
himself to the future Jr. Bills
and their parents, welcoming
them to the SLUH community.

“It’s a good night because
we get to deliver information
to them personally about
course registration, the summer, Direction Days, and
it’s just a ‘ra-ra’ welcome to
SLUH,” said Hannick.
After speeches, the new
Jr. Bills headed over to the
Field House for the fun part
of the night, where they gathered with their fellow Jr. Bills
for festivities. The incoming students were split into
groups of ten or so and then
played an icebreaker game
that involved using Skittles
to prompt certain questions
for the groups. The groups
were led by Admissions Ambassadors and members of
STUCO.
“It was nice as a senior
getting to know some of the
incoming freshmen and help
them get a sense of what be-
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ing in the SLUH community is like,” said senior and
STUCO Vice President Peter
Hennessy. “Even though I
won’t be here next year, it was
cool to be a part of the night.”
The groups then moved
back in together and partook
in two classic SLUH cheers
led by Hennessey and STUCO Spirit Rep Danny Pitts
to finish the evening. The
Ambassadors led the group
in the “U. High, U. High, U.
High” cheer, then all the incoming students and Ambassadors linked up and sang
“Oh When the Bills” to end
the night.
“They left feeling good;
Peter did a great job leading
the cheers and the guys left
the field house and all had
smiles on their faces,” said
Assistant Director of Admissions Adam Cruz.

Hockey sets focus on strong forecheck, offensive pressure in
semifinals against Oakville
Will Farroll and Nathan
Langhauser
SPORTS EDITOR, REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity hockey team won quite
easily in its most recent game
against Oakville, defeating
their opponent 8-0 in round
robin play. They will now face
a vengeful Tiger team in the
semifinal series, and have several things to focus on in order to secure their spot in the
Challenge Cup finals.
In the round robin game,
the Jr. Bills scored not even
a minute into the game to
begin a dominating first period. Even when on the penalty kill the boys were able to
possess the puck and steal a
shorthanded goal to crush
Oakville’s morale early in the
game.
Thanks to some excellent team passing and strong
offensive pressure, the team
put up four goals in the first
period, resulting in some
frustration penalties from the
Oakville players.

Throughout the rest of
the game, the Jr. Bills applied
a strong forecheck, causing
Oakville to turn the puck over
in their own zone, creating
some great offensive opportunities and keeping a constant
pressure on the Oakville defense, slowly wearing them
down.
“They have two good
defenders that pretty much
play the whole game, so we
just need to keep going after
them and get them as tired as
possible,” said junior Joe Winkelmann. “We need to get the
puck in deep and bank some
bodies.”
Through domination of
possession and maintaining
the offensive zone, the Jr. Bills
were able to minimize the offensive chances for Oakville.
Sophomore goalie Brendan
Rasch secured the shutout in
the game.
“We need to come out
with speed and intensity and
stay focused no matter what
we’ve heard or how we’ve

beaten them in the past,” said
Rasch on preparing for the
upcoming games.
Working hard on the
forecheck and minimizing the
number of shots that Rasch
sees will be keys to success in
the Semifinals for SLUH.
“Short shifts, keeping everyone fresh, knowing that we
have two games in the span of
three days, so trying to keep
everyone healthy for State if
we can make it,” said Rasch.
“It’s the semifinals here,
a huge series, we just have to
continue to keep the machine
rolling here and play the way
we have been playing because
I think that on paper we are
really strong, we just need to
transition it out onto the ice,”
said senior captain Luke Gassett.
With the first game last
night (see Nightbeat) and
the second tomorrow at 8:30
p.m., the Jr. Bills will look to
return to the Challenge Cup
for what would be the third
year in a row.

Stephen Ocampo
REPORTER

T
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“I’m looking forward to
see how they will respond because I have a feeling we are
going to get up, and if we win
the first game big, are they really going to come back and

respond in the second game
or are they just going to roll
over for us. It should be a fun
two games,” said Gassett.

Basketball paints it pink on Senior Night, wins 20th game

Senior Brandon McKissic against CBC last Saturday.

(continued from page 1)

For the seven seniors on
the team, the game was perhaps one of the biggest and
most meaningful of their career. Not only was the match
for a championship against
one of their biggest foes, but it
was also a celebration of those
seniors and their contributions to SLUH basketball. To
cap things off, it was also the
Paint it Pink game, a fundraising campaign where the players don pink uniforms and all
proceeds are donated towards
the breast cancer cause.
“We wanted the game
really badly, we were gonna
come out hard and give it everything we got,” said senior
guard Anthony Hughes.
The Jr. Bills came out fiery against the Cadets, playing lock-down defense and
putting the ball in the basket
consistently.
McKissic was firing on all
cylinders from the get-go, terrorizing the Cadets with two
early threes. The second three

closed the quarter, as McKissic rose above the defense to
sink it as time expired. At the
end of the quarter, the Jr. Bills
led 16-9.
In the second quarter,
the U. High stumbled a bit,
while the Cadets found their
stride offensively.
The quarter opened with
McKissic fighting inside for a
tough bucket and SLUH adding two more buckets, but the
Cadets refused to let the game
slide away, matching baskets
to keep the Jr. Bills’ lead at
seven.
A turning point seemed
to arrive as senior B.J. Wilson
ferociously denied a Cadet
shot for one of his four blocks
in the game, after which Grassi collected the rebound and
fired an outlet up the court to
McKissic, who then finished a
tough transition and-1. Momentum appeared to be with
the Bills.
However, the Jr. Bills
only managed to trade buckets for most of the quarter,
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failing to pull away. With 30
seconds left in the half and
SLUH still leading by seven,
the Cadets marched down
the court and,forced the ball
inside for a basket plus one.
After sinking the free throw,
all of a sudden the score was
a tight 30-26 going into half.
“We were fouling a lot
and they kept getting to the
line, but at halftime coach
kind of opened our eyes,” said
McKissic.
In the second half, the Jr.
Bills absolutely dominated.
The third quarter slowed
the game tempo down considerably. While fastbreak
chances came far and few, the
U. High half-court defense
proved nearly impenetrable.
The only Cadet field goal of
the quarter came six minutes in. Aside from two free
throws, CBC could do nothing against the Billiken defense.
Meanwhile, the Jr. Billiken offense extended the
lead. The highlight of the

JV Hockey
road ends at
semifinals,
finishes 14-4

game came about halfway
into the quarter. As CBC attempted to inbound the ball
out from under the basket in
the offensive zone, Hughes
made a quick read on the Cadets attempt to throw a deep
pass out past halfcourt. Flying through the air, Hughes
poked the ball away from the
Cadet recipient, gathered the
ball in stride, dribbled twice,
and rose towards the hoop
with two hands extended for
a huge dunk. Hughes brought
the Danis Field House down,
as the SLUH bench and crowd
erupted with excitement.
“It kind of just happened.
I don’t know when I thought
to dunk the ball, but it kind of
just happened,” said Hughes.
“He gets those steals all
the time, but I was just expecting a nice finger roll layup,” said junior Matt Leritz.
“He threw it down, and I just
jumped to my feet and went
crazy.”
Heading into the final
quarter, SLUH was up 42-30,
and momentum was fully
with them.
However, the 12-point
lead was by no means insurmountable, given CBC’s talent. The Jr. Bills did everything possible to ensure the
lead stayed safe.
As the scoring floodgates
opened for both teams, the
low tempo of the third quarter exploded into a fast-paced
fourth. For the most part,
each team traded buckets,
as the Cadets were unable to
make any significant runs.
With more than three
minutes left in the game, CBC
began fouling. The tactic, in
spite of SLUH’s generally poor

foul shooting, was to no avail.
The final punch was delivered
with a little more than a minute left, as McKissic slapped
away a lazy CBC pass, raced
down the court, and went
down for a two-handed slam.
“After Hughes’ dunk, I
wanted to get my steal and a
dunk. If Hughes dunks, I gotta dunk,” said McKissic.
“I think my dunk was
better,” said Hughes.
As the Cadets quit fouling in lieu of the improbability of a comeback, the Jr.
Bills inserted a senior squad
of McKissic, Hughes, forward
Brent Smith, guard Davion
Nash, and fan favorite forward Nick Lally to close out
the game, much to the crowd’s
approval.
“Per usual, when I got
in the game, things got pretty
rowdy,” said Lally.
The clock dripped down,
until the Jr. Bills were the sole
MCC champions, winning by
a shocking score of 66-49.
McKissic, in his fourth
and final year on the varsity
squad, dropped a season high
31 points, suitable for Senior
Night.
The U. High will next
take on Ritenour for the first
game of Districts, Tuesday
at 7 p.m. at the Danis Field
House.
“It’s the little things, like
getting to loose balls and out
in transition, that make the
difference for us in these big
games. When we do those
things, we can do anything,”
said head coach Erwin
Claggett.

he St. Louis U. High junior varsity hockey team
ended its season this past
Monday with a 2-0 loss to
CBC in the semifinals of the
playoffs.
After plowing through
its first two opponents, outscoring them 12-1 in the two
games, No. 3 seed SLUH took
on No. 2 seed CBC, whose
only loss of the regular season
had been to the undefeated
No. 1 seed De Smet.
“Everyone was pumped,
considering the whole SLUHCBC rivalry and because it
was tough competition,” said
freshman Patrick Simoncic.
Once the puck dropped,
both teams came out to play,
showing strong physicality on
both ends of the ice.
CBC scored first, with
4:48 left in the first period,
off of a crafty shot that got
past sophomore goalie Dylan
Bak. Forty-eight seconds later,
CBC scored again, sneaking
one past Bak off of a nice pass.
“We weren’t discouraged
at all by the goals since there
was plenty of hockey left to
play,” said Simoncic.
Despite their best efforts,
the Jr. Bills were held scoreless.
“It was a good game on
both sides, but we just couldn’t
get the bounces we needed,”
said junior Dominik Skroska.
This loss marked the end
of the high school hockey careers of seniors PJ Cox and
Matt Wulff.
“It’s kind of sad ending
your hockey career. For me it’s
been 12 years, but it is what it
is,” said Wulff.
“It was a privilege to play
another year of SLUH hockey,” said Cox.
Throughout the season,
the
underclassman-heavy
roster and the young juniors
looked up to these seniors for
their experience and leadership.
“They were really good
role models for us both on and
off the ice,” said Skroska.
However, the future
looks bright for SLUH.
“The team is really talented,” said junior Sam Kutz,
“and that shows since a lot of
kids got called up to varsity,
which is good.”
Despite the heartbreaking loss, the team had a solid
season overall with a final
overall record of 14-4 and the
third place finish in the playoff
tournament.
“It was a long and fun
season, and hopefully the
boys stay buzzing,” said Kutz.
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R-ball preps for State

Rifle Results at Army ROTC
Gateway Battalion

Liam John

second place at the No. 5 seed,
REPORTER
freshman Jonathan Prichard
he St. Louis U. High rac- got third at the No. 6 seed, Pequetball team arrives at ter Michalski finished second
the last week of the regular at No. 6, and Hall took third
Overall Scores:
season with Varsity 1 in first in the first division.
place, Varsity 2 in fourth, and
Coming up this week, all
Adam Stemmler - 575
Varsity 3 in tenth.
the other teams mentioned
Hayden Steingruby - 562
For JV 1, the A-team above will try to take the State
Joe Weber - 556
came in second to Parkway title once again. The followLiam Quinlisk - 552
West and the B-team came in ing week will be the National
Zac Tiberghien - 551
third. During State, the A and Tournament where the Bills
Jack Doyle - 548
B teams will have very close will try for their seventh conMatt Friedrichs - 540
results.
secutive title.
John Hilker - 532
For JV 2, the A-team
Head coach Doc KoestMax Wilson - 531
came in second to Lindbergh ner wants to remind everyone
Anthony Rizzo - 524
and the B-team came in tenth. that these tournaments feaMiguel Cadiz - 506
Sophomore Joe Miner on JV 2 ture free admission.
A went undefeated and at 7-0,
Draws for each player
Read the full story next week.
had the best overall record for will be posted at mohsrball.
SLUH’s JV 2 teams.
com tomorrow. The tournaJV 3 is the beginner team ment will go all day Saturday
for people who started playing and will be at Vetta Sports in
racquetball this year. Some of Concord.
its players have moved up to
After this weekend, the BY Liam Connolly
JV when needed. But for their team will end its long year CORE STAFF
eral of the guys were coming
league, freshman Eric Ham- with Nationals. Because the
back from Senior Project after
mel was the highest rank on tournament is in St. Louis
he St. Louis U. High school to participate not just
SLUH in place 19.
this year, everyone at SLUH
chess team finished up a in matches but also for pracLast Saturday, JV 3 placed can attend and support the Jr. Sisyphean season last week, tices,” said Esswein. “There
fifth in their state tournament. Bills.
having missed its last chance were also seniors who were
Freshman Thomas Reilly got
for the playoffs by just one happy to fill in for matches
game, which they lost to Bel- even though they couldn’t
leville East, the top team in make it to matches. I was rethe Gateway Chess League’s ally pleased with the desire to
Eastern Conference. The team learn more and learn how to
finished with a respectable re- improve.”
The season was also the
cord of 4-5.
“We didn’t get the chance last for senior and varsity
to go to playoffs, but our re- captain Will Kelly, who has
cord really doesn’t reflect us as played for the team his four
a team. I had a bad coaching years here at SLUH.
“(Mr. Esswein’s) son is
judgment against a team we
thought wasn’t as good, and the person who got me to play
we also just had some bad chess when I was a little bit
days,” said varsity coach and on the fence about it. His son
is just an awesome guy, and
Latin teacher Rich Esswein.
This season was the last that’s a reflection of him,” said
for seniors Joseph Reznikov, Kelly. “Coach Esswein himself
Adam Kleffner, and Jacob Sa- is a really positive guy who’s
farian, who had participated always really involved. He’s
little in the chess program un- always playing games with us,
artwork | Jack Heller til this year, when they attend- and giving it his full attention,
ed more practices and stepped and he usually stays at school
up to play in several matches. until 5:30 to help guys out.”
Kelly has played a pivotal
“It’s been a really good
senior year experience, and I role in the team’s success, play2/18
feel like I’ve learned a lot from ing for SLUH’s first board at
every single match he attendthe guys,” said Safarian.
CBC		
59
Esswein was especially ed. Kelly lost just one game
pleased with the seniors’ com- out of the six that he played,
SLUH
39
mitment to the team even for a total of 40 points for the
throughout Senior Project, team. Kelly spent over the
—Nick Prainito contributed reporting. when the overlap between past four years doing his chess
time at service sites and chess Jedi training under skilled
practices made things tough. moderators like Esswein, ex“In the senior class, sev- Latin teacher Jim Gioia, and
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Chess season ends, hopeful future with underclassmen

T

esteemed math teacher Don
Steingruby.
“I think Will is definitely
the chess athlete of the year
for us. He’s really led the team
well this year,” said Safarian.
Kelly and Safarian are
excited about the future of
the program. This year, the
team has seen much greater
participation from underclassmen, who traditionally
have played smaller roles on
the team. Freshmen Thomas
Reilly, Garrett Seal, and Branden May and sophomore John
Marx also participate a lot.
“I was pleased with the
progress that the guys made
since the beginning. It’s like
how you don’t notice your kid
growing when you see him in
your house every day,” said
Esswein.
“I won my first career
game, and that’s all that mat-

ters,” said Marx.
The future is bright for
the youngsters who have
stepped up to play this year.
Sophomore Paul Gillam, who
has played board two consistently, will be a strong leader
for the team in the coming
years, and his ability to bring
students together in the chess
community is promising.
“I had never met a lot of
these people before, and now
I think we’re pretty close,”
said Gillam. “I think that Mr.
Esswein has done a great job
teaching and giving up his
time time to play chess. He’s
given up a lot for us.”
“This season was pretty
groovy. Overall, it was a more
communal experience and a
more communal season because we’ve been able to have
the focus that we haven’t had
in years past,” said Kelly.

JV Basketball

artwork | Jack Heller

Varsity Hockey Nightbeat
photo | William Kelly

Junior Trevor White in last night’s victory over Oakville.

Last night marked the first game of the Challenge Cup
semifinal series against Oakville. The Jr. Bills got off to a slow
start, putting few shots on goal until a breakthrough goal from
sophomore Henry Wagner on the power play: a wrist snipe
into the top right corner from the left side.
The game was filled with penalties and the first period
ended with a 5-on-3 advantage for Oakville, which they were
unable to capitalize on.
In the second period, the boys got buzzing, finding the
back of the net three times from three different juniors.
The physical intensity ramped up in the third period with
many plays continuing after the whistle, resulting in many
penalties on both sides. It seemed as if Oakville was having
a party in the penalty box, and the captains met with the refs
about the chippy and chirpy play.
The Jr. Bills struck again shorthanded as junior Joe Winkelmann double-deked the goalie to make it 5-0 on his second
goal of the game.
Oakville wasn’t done though, finding a goal through traffic with 1:21 left in the game, but it was too late. and the Jr Bills
went on to win 5-1.
The second game of the series is scheduled for Saturday at
8:30 p.m. at Hardee’s IcePlex. A win will send SLUH back to the
Scottrade Center for the Challenge Cup finals.
—Compiled by Nathan Langhauser

photo | William Kelly

The IceBills after a goal last night against Oakville.
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AROUND THE HALLWAYS

Kavanaugh cancels Ireland
trip
After spending the last
two weeks trying to muster support, English teacher
John Kavanaugh was forced
to cancel this year’s Ireland
trip due to a lack of student
interest. However, Kavanaugh
still hopes to send a group
in the 2018 school year and
hopefully in future years. He
expects that giving students
more time to plan and prepare
for the expedition will create
more interest among the student body.
Father-Son Rec night
Dads and sons from the
SLUH community came to the
Danis Field House on Monday
night with their game faces
on. Students and their fathers
spent their night in the pool
hall, playing basketball, and
shooting in the rifle range.
One of the highlights for most
was getting to take aim at ping
pong balls and stuffed animals

Mass Schedule

AP

Guest Hypnotist
Western Kentucky University
Snack—Chicken Bites
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

using the rifles that belong to
the SLUH Rifle Club.
Lenten Evening of Reflection
Last night in the Si Commons, the Rev. David Meconi,
S.J., led a night of Lenten reflection for parents, alumni,
and friends of the SLUH community. The night included a
dinner as well as a presentation by Meconi, followed by
a Mass in the Chapel. Dinner
was provided by Sugarfire
Smoke House.

February 24, 2017

Saturday, February 25
8:00am Gateway Greening Garden Summit
8:30pm V Hockey vs. Oakville Mid-States Semifinal #2
the two days, and will be con- elyn Sideco after her talk last
tinuing to do SLUHber until Thursday. They had a roundtable discussion of sorts, as
they leave in two weeks.
they all introduced themselves and gave Sideco feedAMC Math Competition
Armed with pencils and back on what they thought of
some scratch paper, about her speech. They also chatted
90 Jr. Bills gathered in the Si about what they believed to be
Commons to take the AMC the biggest challenges when it
math test Wednesday Feb. 15. comes to masculinity, gender
This is about the same number equality, and the discussion
of students who took the test of those topics in an environin previous years. In the next ment such as SLUH.
two weeks, students who took
the test will find out their re- -Compiled by Reed Milnor,
sults and whether they qualify Andrew Modder, Galen Bacharier, and William Slatin
to take the AIME exam.

SLUHber
In order to continue
fundraising for their upcoming trip to Honduras, five
seniors, accompanied by art
teacher Sean Powers and science teacher Bradley Mueller, offered $1 rides from the
parking lot up to the Danis
Field House before and after
the two SLUH home basketball games against Chaminade Lunch with Jocelyn Sideco
and CBC last week. The group Students gathered in Campus
raised nearly $400 between Ministry for lunch with Joc-

Sunday, February 26
NIE Missouri and New Orleans
CISL Speech

Monday, February 27

Regular Schedule
First day of practice for Spring Sports
AP
Liturgical Choir Rehearsal for Ash Wednesday
University of South Carolina
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Chicken rings
Vegetarian—Turkey Burger

Tuesday, February 28

Late Start Schedule

7:20am M/C Mardi Gras breakfast
7:30am Liturgical Choir Rehearsal for Ash Wednesday
Lunch Special—Toasted Ravioli
Vegetarian—Lo Mein
Austin Peay State University
Mississippi State University
6:00pm V Basketball District Final @ SLUH
7:00pm Student/Parent Spring Break Immersion Trip
information meeting

Wednesday, March 1

MISSION WEEK

Mass Schedule

Ash Wednesday
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Sweet Potatoes
Vegetarian—Black bean burger

A WEEK IN PHOTOS

Thursday, March 2

Regular Schedule
Confession
National Latin Exam
University of Illinois at Chicago
Quincy University
Snack—Mini tacos
Lunch Special—Papa John’s pizza
Vegetarian—Pasta
7:00pm Choral Concert
AP

Friday, March 3

Regular Schedule
7:45am Lenten Speaker Series
AP
Sophomore Class Mass
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities
Snack—Bosco sticks
Lunch Special—Shrimp and fries
calendar | Jack Schweizer
Vegetarian—Grilled cheese

photo | Antwine Willis
photo | Gaurav Nigam

Mission Week Forum

photo | Joe Hillmeyer

Top: A student catches the pancakes tossed at him
during the pancake breakfast on Tuesday morning.
Above: Pancake batter is poured on the sizzling griddle to make Chris’s famous cakes.

photo | Joe Hillmeyer
photo | Brendan Voigt

Top: Sophomore Paul Gillam with a retro hockey jersey that was auctioned on
Tuesday.
Above: Juniors Jack McGrail, Thomas Curdt, Teddy
Gerard, and senior Dominic Gherardini play at Coffee Haus that took place in
the Commons on Wednesday night.
Left: Senior Zach Millman
uses a baseball bat to bash
in the windshield of the car
whose destruction was offered to the highest bidders.

photo | Sulli Walisch

Students and teachers at the forum on Thursday.
Around 60 SLUH students and 15 De Smet students as well as
teachers gathered in the Si Commons yesterday during activity
period for a forum to disucss the film The Mask You Live In, the
SLUH4GE-led prayer services from last week, and Jocelyn Sideco’s presentation. The event was a chance to give thoughts and
reflection about these events in a organized, respectful fashion.
“I think the forum went well this morning—from what
I heard from faculty facilitators, there were some really good
conversations,” said Campus Minister Dan Finucane. “We were
able to break students up into groups where they probably didn’t
know too many folks at the table, which is good to be exposed to
new ideas.”
—reporting contributed by Ken Viehland

