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Hot off
the press:
Sisyphus
goes on sale
Tuesday

Mass of Praise and Gratitude 2017

BY Joseph Reznikov
NEWS EDITOR

BY Andrew Pluff and Galen Bacharier

S

THE LAST FAREWELL: Departing faculty at the closing of the Mass of Praise and Gratitude.
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Senior
Follies
opening
this
weekend

hort stories, poetry, art, NEWS EDITOR, FEATURES EDITOR
photography, and so much
more fill this year’s spring edit. Louis U. High seniors
tion of Sisyphus, which reare doing the hardest work
leases this Tuesday, May 2.
they’ve done all semester. No,
Readers will be taken they aren’t preparing for AP
on a journey before even exams, or beginning to study
opening the magazine. Half for finals—they’re rehearsing
of the magazines will feature all week in preparation for the
a cover photo of a street in annual Senior Follies.
This year’s Follies, the
Yoro, Honduras taken by seannual
comedy show chocknior William Kelly, while the
full of skits, songs, and dances
other half of the covers feaperformed by SLUH’s soonture artwork by sophomore
to-be-departed senior class to
Chinese exchange student
poke fun at faculty and SLUH
Alex Zhao. Zhao carved the culture alike, has come unstamps into stone blocks der the co-direction of math
and created a collection teacher Dan Becvar and camwhich trace the progression pus minister Brian Gilmore—
of the season of spring. A and these two are no strang-
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Au Revoir: Madame
Renard retires

Finucane accepted into Society of Jesus

BY James Pollard
REPORTER

STAFF

F

rench teacher, Staycation
Club moderator, social
activist, and so much more,
“Madame” Suzanne Renard is
retiring from teaching at the
end of this school year.
Renard has been speaking French since she was a
child, as her father hailed
from Guadeloupe, a French
territory in the West Indies.
Despite this fact, Renard never intended to teach French,
having been a music student
in college, playing the cello.
“I was working in the library at UMSL and a wrong

number came through, looking for a person to teach
French and replace somebody,” said Renard, “and I
said, ‘Not me! Let me patch
you through to the foreign
language department.’ A couple minutes later I got a call
and they said, ‘They (UMSL’s
foreign language department)
recommended you!’”
After teaching as a substitute teacher, Renard enjoyed it so much that she continued her teaching career.
“I thought, ‘I’ve been
speaking French all my life
and going to school, how hard

Renard teaching French IV last year.
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BY Nathan Wild and Riley
McEnery

A

fter four years as a faculty member, theology
teacher and Campus Minister
Dan Finucane will be leaving the SLUH community at
the end of the 2016-17 school
year to join the Jesuit novitiate, the first step in entering
the Society of Jesus.
Finucane has been considering the call to the priesthood, specifically the Jesuits,
ever since college. He was
attending a four-day silent
retreat in college when the
thought first came across his
mind.
“Towards the end of the
retreat, during someone’s talk,
I just felt a call to consider the
priesthood,” said Finucane.
“My immediate reaction after
that was one of fear because
I had never thought about
it before and it was kind of
scary. It’s been in the background of my life since then.”
Finucane contemplated
the vocation more closely after trying to discern if marriage was right for him. He
decided that he needed to
give the priesthood more

News

Faculty Appreciation award
This year the senior class voted
to award Spanish teacher of 50
years Charles “Profe” Merriott
the Faculty Appreciation Award.
Read about why he was worthy
of this prestigious award. Page 5

news

All school award ceremony
The whole school gathered to
©2017 St. Louis University High recognize students dedicated to
School Prep News. No material may clubs, service, or academic enbe reprinted without the permission deavours. Read about the recipiof the editors and moderator.
ents. Page 6

thought before making that
decision. He then attended
an eight-day silent retreat last
summer that also helped him
discern God’s path for him.
However, it was this school
year when Finucane decided
he wanted to join the Society
of Jesus.
The application process
for the Jesuits is very intense.
In September, Finucane was
required to write and submit
a spiritual autobiography of
his entire life, a feat that took
him three months to complete.
He then had a number
of interviews with different
Jesuits, followed by the submission of several letters of
recommendation.
“In the process of discerning, you learn a ton about
yourself, and a ton about
other people, and just a ton
of what Christianity is about
and what it means to be a disciple,” said Finucane.
Although Finucane has
made this decision, he’s not
exactly sure where he will go
after his initial transition.
“I think I look at entering the novitiate as a more intensive discernment process,”

Conversation

Chechik chats with Moran
Former principal Dr. John Moran
returned to SLUH last week during the NCEA converence. Editor
in chief Sam Chechik talked with
him. Page 4
Letter

Response to slavery story
In light of last week’s story about
SLUH’s ties to slavery, alums
call for education on the subject.
Page 3

Dan Finucane speaking in the library.
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said Finucane. “It’s two years
where you don’t take vows, so
it’s trying on the life and seeing if it’s what I want to do.”
While he leaves his path
to the hands of God, Finucane has spent many hours
pondering how he is meant to
serve others.
“One of the things I’ve
thought about a lot is how
I can be with marginalized

continued on page 7

Sports

Water Polo
The polo boys have enjoyed a
relatively light schedule this past
week but this weekend they face
the Lindbergh Tournament. See
the competition on Page 9.
Sports

Rugby
The rugby team has earned an invite to the High School Nationals rugby tournament in Kansas
City. Get the inside scoop on all
the action on Page 8.

populations in some way and
serve them,” said Finucane.
“I don’t know how to do that
specifically, but it’s something
that I come back to a lot.”
Although the Jesuits will
be gaining a valuable asset in
Finucane, SLUH will be losing an active and important
member of the community
who has proven to be a reli-
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Bands take home awards after trip to the Big Easy
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The saxaphone section of symphonic band playing in New Orleans last Saturday.
BY Jack Schweizer
CORE STAFF

A

fter a three-day long,
jam-packed trip to New
Orleans for the 2017 World
Strides Music Festival, the St.
Louis U. High bands have returned home, but not without
some hardware: each band
bebopped its way into gold
ratings, along with various individual awards.
In the city known as the
birthplace of jazz, the SLUH
musicians found their groove
during their performances.
The
festival—which
happens over the course of
several months at different locations around the
country—hosted numerous
choirs and several bands in
the competition. According
to its website, the festival’s
purpose is to allow students
a chance to perform in front
of “nationally acclaimed adjudicators, learn from their
feedback, and be inspired to
new heights as a result of the
entire experience.”
Although they only
competed against three different bands, SLUH received
gold ratings, a rank indicating SLUH scored high with
the judges. Impressed with
the style and complexity of
the music, the judges—mostly music professors from
Loyola University New Orleans— also awarded SLUH
several additional awards,
including the “Outstanding
Band Group” given to the
Jazz Band. The award placed
them in first place out of all
the bands overall; one judge
even gave them a perfect
score.
“I’ve never had a group
get a 100 before,” said Fine
Arts teacher Jeff Pottinger,
who led the trip.
In a rare show of appreciation, the judges gave
the entire trombone section
of the jazz band “Maestro
Awards.” The awards, typically given to a select few,
were originally handed out
to juniors Thomas Curdt
and Joseph Hartung for their
improvised solos. But after
hearing the different trombones harmonize and blend
together, the judges decided
to give the award to the entire

section as well.
Directed by Pottinger,
three bands from SLUH went
on the trip: the symphonic
band, consisting of brass,
percussion, and woodwind
instruments; the chamber orchestra, with various stringed
instruments; and the jazz
band, made up of brass instruments and a rhythm section, with several students
improvising solos during the
songs.
Pottinger said he was
mostly pleased with their
performances, but still acknowledged there were
things that the band could
improve upon.
“In some ways I would
say ‘boy they played that
better than ever’ and there
were a few sections where
I was like ‘oh darn it,” said
Pottinger, who thought the
bands did really well overall.
Senior Zach Hennes
agreed, and thought the performance offered a vaulable
experience leading up to the
spring concert at SLUH this
May.
“It gave us some more
playing experience before
the spring concert, and it was
just kind of a good way to
get out and compete against
some other really good musicians,” said Hennes.
Leading up to the performance, Pottinger worked
extensively with each of the
bands, sometimes scheduling
extra practices and performances. The success, noted
Pottinger, came from the
hard work of the students
and the generous contributions from benefactors.
“We go to a school that
has very talented and bright
overachieving students that
I could do the same job that
I’m doing right now at a
different school and I just
wouldn’t have the same successes,” said Pottinger. “And
the cool thing is because of
that, you guys all feed off of
each other.”
Unlike two years ago,
when the band went to New
York for the festival, Pottinger chose New Orleans because he wanted the students
to get a new experience. Besides playing in the competi-

tion, Pottinger hoped the trip
would allow the students to
maximize their experience
with the sounds and tastes of
New Orleans, and experience
the rich history and culture
in the city.
Departing last Thursday night on two busses,
the group arrived in New
Orleans on Friday morning and stopped at Cafe du
Monde for breakfast, where
students scarfed down the famous binuets—a french donut sprinkled with powdered
sugar—paid for as a donation
from Kathleen Matecki.
Afterward, the group
zipped over to Loyola University, where the director
of music and orchestra, Dr.
John Montez, worked with
the symphonic band, giving
some last minute pointers
and advice on how to clean
up the songs before the performance.
“He had lots of insightful things. He told us that we
needed to think about where
your sounds are going and he
told us to think about what
your places are in the band
and blend in,” said sophomore Justin Koesterer.
Later, the group visited
Laura Plantation, located
along the countryside of

New Orleans. The 200 yearold sugar plantation cycled
through hundreds of slaves
throughout its history, and
stretched 12,000 acres when
it was bought. Even after a
fire and Hurricane Katrina,
the house on the plantation
still stands there today.
“It brought the plantations that we’ve always read
about and the horrible tales
of slavery to life,” said junior
Theodore Gerard. “It was really cool just to be in that surrounding and walk through
the house.”
Another highlight for
students was their visit to
Preservation Hall, a dark,
cramped square room which
dates back to the 1800s. The
hall features live jazz performances from some of the
world’s greatest performers
throughout the year. Once
inside, the students listened
to the Preservation Hall All
Stars, who played authentic
and classic New Orleans jazz
for the students.
“Preservation Hall was
probably some of the best
music I’ve ever heard in my
life,” said sophomore Handley Hicks.
And for a brief period,
the students were even allowed to split into groups
and explore the city for
themselves, as they passed by
street magicians and various
venders. They also stopped
off at several restaurants like
Chartress House, where students got to taste authentic
New Orleans comfort food.
“The food, oh my God,
I didn’t know gumbo would
be so good. I thought it was
all hype, but it’s not. It’s actually really good,” said junior
Kevin Murati. “I like the big
portions too, big portions are
always good. And it was expensive you know here and
there, but I think it was worth
it, definitely,” said Murati.
Pottinger
originally
tried to take the band to
Rome this year, but fell short
of funding. As funding continues to build up though, he
hopes the band can continue
its success internationally
sometime next year.
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Latin dominates Mo.
convention, takes home
over 40 awards

Members of the Latin Club posing in front
of the faculty parking lot on Oakland.
photo | Liam Connolly
BY Reed Milnor
REPORTER

L

atin teacher Jennifer Ice
and theology teacher
James Page took 24 students
to the Missouri Junior Classical League Convention (MJCLC) in Columbia, Mo. last
Friday.
The convention tested
students’ knowledge of Roman culture and history, Latin
derivatives, grammar, reading comprehension, reading,
and vocabulary. “The expectations were high going into the
competition,” said junior Chris
Schaefer, who won awards in
prose dramatic interpretation
and as a member of the upperclassmen certamen team.
“It requires a lot of energy, but
the goal for us was to continue
our success from prior competitions.”
The Latin III and IV teams
continued their undefeated
streak from their first two years

at the competition, having won
now three times.
“Our strategy is to go hard
in all categories of the competition,” said Ice. “We practice all
school year for this state competition.”
Bringing home over 40
awards from the weekend was
a great display of that practice.
“Each time has been a
good experience for me,” said
junior Liam Heffernan, who
has attended the convention
three times. “This year I was
able to participate in more
competitions, which made this
my best experience of the three
years.”
The time spent with the
other students was a highlight
for Heffernan, especially with
the other juniors.
Heffernan and junior Matt
Dorsey were awarded scholarships to participate in the national convention this July at
Troy University in Alabama.

Art exhibit debuts in
J-wing, open to friends
and family

A student at the art exhibit last night.
BY Ben Klevorn and Kevin
Sembrot
REPORTERS

T

he opening of the annual St. Louis U. High
student art exhibit kicked off
last night in the art gallery on
the second floor of the Jesuit
Wing. The event will run for
three more weeks following
the opening night, headlined
by senior Will Kramer’s painting of Cherokee St. in SouthCity.
All students enrolled
in an art class typically have
one or two pieces on display.
Due to SLUH’s excellent art
program, which includes the
classes of Fine Arts Survey,
Drawing I and II, Printmaking, Watercolor, Acrylic, Ceramics I and II, and Advanced
Ceramics, this year’s exhibit
features many brilliant pieces
of artwork.
Art teachers Sean Powers, Sarah Rebholz, and Joan
photo | Mr. Larry Koesterer
Bugnitz have spent lots of time
Students entering the slave quarters at Laura Plantation in
preparing for the event.
New Orleans.
“You can see how the
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pieces don’t flow because of the
students’ different style, but
that is part of what makes it
unique,” said art teacher Sarah
Rebholz, commenting on the
chaotic nature of the collection
of blue and orange paintings
created by multiple students.
All artwork does however have
a white border matted to the
edges. This unifying effect is
very beautiful and makes the
time-consuming process well
worth it.
“A lot of times people
take for granted the artwork
they produce,” said Powers.
“When you put a matte around
it, put it in a gallery space, and
place it next to other really
nice pieces of artwork, it really
makes your artwork shine, and
there’s a lot of artwork to be
proud of here.”
“Obviously if a student
took an art class they should
come up and see their work
on display, but also invite your
friends and family to come
and see. It’s pretty cool to see,”
said Powers.
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LETTER
Slavery’s role in SLUH’s founding
should be added to curriculum

Class of 2018
Westin Biermann
Ezana Ephrem
Nicholas Floretta
Austin Hannah
Thomas Hartnagel
Nicolas Hernandez
Sam Kruger
Samuel Kutz
Matthew Leritz
Joe Lux
Carson Syberg
Andrew Szewczyk

Last week, commendable reporting in the Prep News brought the history of slavery at
SLU/SLUH to light. Long before the Backer Memorial campus, we know now that the land on
which our school once stood had been wrested from the hands of a formerly enslaved woman
named Esther. We know that St. Louis’ first Jesuits brought enslaved people with them from
Maryland. As much as we would like to believe these men were, as the saying goes, “men for
others,” it turns out that they were instead, “men who owned others.”
This information dramatically changes my understanding of the founding of my high
school.
Sometimes when sitting in history class at SLUH I used to think about crazy things like
how when the Civil War ended the school was already nearly 50 years old. I wondered how
many students fought or had family who fought in the war. I never wondered about Esther.
I feel it is essential all SLUH students learn the stories of the enslaved people who our
city’s first Jesuits owned. With the information revealed in the Prep News article I can’t help
but feel that I did not receive a full education on the subject. Knowing now what the SLU committee’s research has informed us, teaching slavery without addressing SLU/SLUH’s direct
role in the institution could only be considered irresponsible and incomplete.
It is with that in mind that I along with 41 of my fellow alumni propose that all teachers of US and AP US History devote significant class time to the circumstances surrounding
early American Jesuit slaveholding, and in particular a recognition of our founders’ implication with this evil. It is also important to recognize that slaveholding was not limited to only
the Jesuits of St. Louis, but also involved the Jesuits of Georgetown University. We suggest an
ideal possibility would be requiring the history department to assign Dr. Nathaniel Millett’s
paper, “The Memory of Slavery at Saint Louis University,” which was mentioned in the Prep
News article.
I hope the history department will be receptive to this addition. I expect there can be
many ways we can move forward on this together, perhaps outside the vision of this initial
proposal. Reading a paper or holding a discussion will not forgive these wrongdoings. But it
is only right to recognize that SLUH’s roots were planted with black hands.

Editor’s note: Although the above was a personal reflection of the author’s, 41 other alumni from
the classes of 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016 co-signed the letter in support.

PN Puzzle

Class of 2019
Alvin Alaphat
Alfrick Arun
Will Baer
Garrett Baldes
Cole Banker
Will Berg
Benjamin Blittschau
Jack Bodnar
Luke Brawer
Jonathan Broun
Andrew Chabloz
Nicholas Dendrinelis
Joseph Doughterty
Jack Doyle

Michael Drabelle
Dalton Ennis
Joseph Feder
Daniel Fink
Collin Funck
Paul Gillam
Jakub Gorzko
Matthew Hayes
Timmy Heinlein
Patrick Hetlage
Handley Hicks
Justin Jacoby
Liam John
Max Johnson
Alex Johnson
Ryan Juergens
Tyler Kanady
Justin Koesterer
Nicholas Lang
Thomas Lucchesi
Stephen Mack
Joseph Manion
Max Mantych
Joe Mantych
John Marx
Miles Matyiko
Connor McClary
Sean McLaughlin
Reed Milnor

BY Jake Hennes and Riley
McEnery
CORE STAFF, STAFF

D

Across:

1. Mr. Becvar and Mr. Becvar’s
favorite subject
4. Silver
6. ___ Frailey
9. The Kung Fu Panda
10. American Sign Language
11. Disagreeably damp, musty,
and typically cold
14. The air passage from the
throat to the lungs; the trachea
17. A great way to contact
your teachers
19. A parliamentary representative in certain countries
20. No
22. American Alliance of Museums
23. A large bow, typically the
height of the user
26. A Jewish religious leader

29. 1/16 of a pound
31. Washer
33. Italian pastries in the form
of hard tubular shells
35. Old Navy, Banana Republic, ___
37. Women’s Tennis Association
38. The classiest facial hair; a
small beard
41. A rule or aphorism in
Sanskrit literature, or a set of
these on a technical subject
45. Nature is the great
________
47. A line along which two
pieces of fabric are sewn together in a garment or other
article
48. The second floor of the JWing is full of this

49. Registered Nurse
50. Italian for ‘your’
51. Why why
52. Too

Down:

1. How it’s ____
2. You can do this in the
woods; Mr. Zarrick would enjoy doing this
3. This is the 151st pokemon
4. Temporary cessation of
breathing, especially during
sleep
5. These people present you at
your Baptism
6. Put this on the end of your
fishing line
7. Catch sight of; sports award
8. National Latin Exam

Joe Miner
Jacob Nelson
Zach Pavlisin
Charles Perry
Jack Perry
Lucas Pitti
Carlo Pitti
Benjamin Poag
Nick Prainito
Anthony Rizzo
Nick Rakonick
John Ruyle
Michael Ruzicka
Eli Saadi
John Sainz
Jarrett Schneider
Nicholas Shelton
William Slatin
John Sommers
Luke Stachowski
Chris Staley
Hayden Steingruby
Kyle Sullivan
Jack Sullivan
Justin Surber
Mikes Trittler
Tyler Truong
Jonathan Turner
Brian Venhaus

Chair of Eclipse Task Force
kicks off solar eclipse
speaker series

artwork | Lancer Li

crossword | Craig Grzechowiak
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To the editors:

Noah Weber, ’14

Prep News

on Ficken, chair of the
St. Louis Eclipse Task
Force, came to speak to students and faculty on Tuesday
about the upcoming solar
eclipse on August 21, 2017.
“The reason we asked
him to come in was to educate the community about
what a solar eclipse is and
what the significance of it is
for the St. Louis area,” said
science teacher Kathy Chott.
The solar eclipse will hit
St. Louis for the first time
12. I __ who __
13. Sodium
15. Part of the mind in which
innate instinctive impulses
and primary processes are
manifest
16. The founder of this is the
brother of the founder of Adidas
18. Dexter’s __________
21. Not me
23. A common type of lightbulb
24. No
25. Western Nevada College
27. Brother; a male friend
28. French for ‘here’
30. The cry of a crow
32. Expressing surprise, anger,
or affirmation; used to mean
‘ye gods’

since 1442 this August. St.
Louis is considered one of
the best places in the world
to see the eclipse. It is also
the first solar eclipse in the
United States since 1979.
“This solar eclipse is
special for three reasons,”
said Chott. “First of all, it
is hitting the St. Louis area
for the first time since 1442.
Also, it is sweeping across
the country and many people can see it. Finally, this
is special because of social
media. The last time we had
a total solar eclipse in the
United States was 1979 and
34. A feeling of sickness with
an inclination to vomit
36. A flower in the genus Paeonia
38. ____ Pathik, the greatest
character in Avatar
39. Self-driving technology
company started in Jan. 2016
by Lior Ron and Anthony
Levandowski
40. Emergency Room
42. Spanish for ‘tea’
43. Resident Assistant
44. The pulpit in Church
where the Gospel is read from
45. A cereal plant
46. Cry

now there is a lot more social
media available to us, which
has caused people all over
the country to be traveling
to see totality.”
Ficken included lots of
devices and props to help the
community learn about the
event, including a 50-foot
map of the country that he
used to demonstrate what
areas the eclipse would affect
the most.
“He had a video from
NASA about what to expect,
in terms of effects, from the
eclipse. It included what it
would feel like to watch the
eclipse with the temperature
going down and it appearing like nighttime with full
moon,” said Chott. “He is
also working with emergency services in St. Louis and
trying to prepare for traffic
jams and accidents on the
day of the eclipse.”
Ficken stressed the significance and rarity of this
special phenomenon in his
presentation.
“It was awesome to
know that St. Louis is going
to be one of the major sites
to witness this event because astronomers travel the
world to see something this
rare and incredible, but we
only have to go outside our
house to see it,” said senior
Brandon Trusler. “I think we
are extremely lucky to have
this opportunity to witness
such an awesome event that
we will be able to see for no
more than a 30-minute drive
to the center of the path.”
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Conversation: Moran talks Cheverus, life away from SLUH
BY Samuel J. Chechik
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Editor’s note: Editor in Chief Samuel
J. Chechik called former Principal Dr.
John Moran—the current principal
of Cheverus High School—during
sixth period yesterday for a phone
interview about his time at Cheverus
and recent visit to St. Louis U. High
last week. This transcript was edited
for length.
Sam Chechik: So, I wanted to ask
do you still keep up with SLUH and
the news here? And more selfishly,
do you still read the Prep News?
Dr. John Moran: Well, if you do
keep up with the news at SLUH
there is only one place to get it,
right? I have been caught clicking
on the Prep News once in a while.
Certainly there has been some significant news this year, especially
around the change coming back
from Christmas with the announcement about the new principal, and
of course, President (David) Laughlin’s announcement, too. I was paying an awful lot of attention there
to see what was going on. I got a
chance to see Mr. (Craig) Hannick
back in November as you well
know when you were finishing up
your Ignatian Family Teach-In. He
was also in town for the principals’
conference, so I got to hear a little
about the news there. And I would
share with you on a personal level
even people like your faculty editor in chief Mr. Missey have been
good about staying in touch once in
a while and ripping me when Boston sports teams don’t do well and
then taking it back from me when
the Patriots come back and win the
Super Bowl.
SC: Makes a lot of sense there. So
you were here last week; what were
you here for, and what was the purpose of your visit?

of different buildings. And things
like the Kairos retreat, things like
the Grad at Grad (don’t change).
There is a language at Jesuit schools
that allows you to transfer from
one to another almost seamlessly.
You just came out of your Examen,
other than the fact that ours takes
place at 10:20 in the morning, and
yours takes place later in the day, it’s
the examen. You don’t have to figure out what’s going on. I was able
to take all my pictures of St. Igantius
and St. Francis Xavier for my office
here and put them up on the wall

Principal Gibbons comes in next
year to SLUH, I know he’s going
to have that experience of just getting to know everybody—the first
big challenge because schools have
long histories and lots of personalities and lots of moving parts, so
that was my experience when I first
arrived in St. Louis. It has definitely
been my experience here. There is
a lot of firsts for me, and even getting through one whole cycle of the
school year, next year will be a little
easier.

most blessed moments in my life.

every person in that position is going to have some of that, but is there
SC: It’s obvious that you care about anything you would have changed
the place even after you have left, looking back on your time at SLUH?
which is an important mark on a
person’s character in my opinion. JM: Yeah, you know, Sam, you kind
I did want to ask you about living of answered your own question a litin Maine. Has it helped your fam- tle bit, and that it is difficult to have
ily situation? I think it’s your wife’s that perspective. Every day I finish
family that lives in New England. my job here and there wishing I had
Has that been helpful now that you more time to be with people, be in
have been there for a year and know classrooms; there is so much to do in
the situation?
a place like that, and I feel that even
here in a small school so certainly I
JM: Absolutely, and as much as I thought that most days you always
want more time to work with people,
to have conversations about their
classrooms and what they are doing,
you want to have conversations with
students. There were always students
unfortunately who would across
that stage at graduation, and I would
feel I never got to know them very
well, and I hope you had a great four
years and I’m sure you did because
there are always so many wonderful
people, but I think time would be the
thing you most regret.

photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

here, and nobody asked any weird
questions. There is a commonality
that exists just by being Jesuit that
I would share with you. You could
plop yourself in this building, you
could plop yourself in Strake Jesuit
in Houston or in Seattle Prep, and
you feel comfortable in a lot of ways.
However, in Maine, it’s darn cold, it’s
a pretty little campus, but a different
environment and population in the
Northeast than in St. Louis, so my
school has a different demographic
makeup, it has a different racial
and ethnic makeup than St. Louis
U. High; we have a different faith
makeup in some ways than we did
at St. Louis U. High. The population
in St. Louis I found was very devout
and practicing of their Catholic
faith. I have a little more diversity in
terms of shape in this school here,
which is great and wonderful, but
also makes our vision a little different in terms of how we express
our Catholic faith, and maybe that
was something I took for granted
in St. Louis because people came in
and in so many cases had a strong
Catholic background that some
students here do, but other students
are coming in with different backgrounds. So some similarities and
differences.

JM: The NCEA conference was in
St. Louis, Missouri, last week. Many
of your teachers and counselors
and administrators were over there
at one point or another. And many
Catholic schools in St. Louis I know
were represented. I ran into all kinds
people I knew, not just from SLUH
but from other Catholic schools
and people I’ve worked with and
colleagues from the other Catholic schools in St. Louis, so St. Louis
was very well represented. That was
down at the America Center right
downtown. But since I was in for
that, there was no way I couldn’t
take a day or two and come on over
to Oakland Avenue and see some SC: And what’s the most challengfolks there.
ing part that you found about your
job as principal of Cheverus in the
SC: So I don’t know you have this year that you’ve been there?
near complete year experience at
Cheverus, do you have any points JM: Five snow days, four late starts,
of comparison with each job, both and one early release. It was an awat SLUH and Cheverus that you ful winter weatherwise, I think I
would like to share? Or new insights called as many snow releases in one
or new things you found interesting year as I have in my whole career
working up at a school up in Maine, (at SLUH). That’s a little tongue in
and obviously different, though a Je- cheek, Sam, but certainly the truth.
suit school?
Weather is a big daily obstacle to
our daily operations up here. LiterJM: Yeah, there’s a lot of responses ally when I arrived in St. Louis last
I could give to that. I’ll start with week, there was still snow melting
the similarities with all our Jesuit in the parking lots here in Maine,
schools, and this was something I which has been a challenge. Any
knew every year in St. Louis I would first year in the building—whether
travel to other Jesuit high schools. you’re a teacher or administraThe principals would meet regularly tor or president—is difficult bein one school or another, and I’m cause you’re getting to know an
fortunate that I’ve been in a number awful lot of new people, so when

SC: It makes a lot of sense. Is there could talk about how wonderful
anything that you miss most about Cheverus is as a school, I didn’t hide
the fact that the number one reason
SLUH?
that we made the decision was beJM: I was going to tell you I could cause of family. With the birth of
go for a Cardinals game right about our daughter last year, even though
now, which they are doing well we had plenty of support from the
which is encouraging, too. There SLUH community and from friends
are plenty of days where I’m aware and families there, there is no rethis would be going on at this time placement for your own family. So
of the year. It was so nice to be back yes, my wife’s family is from New
for just a day last week. So many Hampshire and my mother and sisstudents with me walking up and ter still live down in Massachusetts.
down the hallway came up asking And frankly, New England (is made
me how I’m doing and saying hello. up of) small states so it’s kind of like
There is a warmth and family feel saying my in-laws live in Columbia
about that place that will always and my own family lives down in
be close. I even took a couple of Springfield.
minutes, frankly, while I was there
and sat in the chapel where I en- SC: Is there anything that you
joyed some quiet moments over the wished you could have changed
years, so there are a lot of ways in now that you’re back here, and that’s
which I will always feel connected a hard question because it has to
with St. Louis U. High. Living there deal I guess a little with personal
and working there, working here regret as a principal and obviously
and living here, it was one of the

SC: Bringing it back to Cheverus,
what do you just love about the
school, and what are your future
plans? Any specific things you have
in your mind or just generic things
you want to establish there?
JM: Cheverus has won my heart
over a lot in the same ways as SLUH
did. It’s a lot about the students and
their enthusiasm and their love for
the school. We have had exciting
pep rallies and great sporting events;
I got to do a Kairos this year, which
has been a few years since I’ve gone
on one, and it’s been an amazing experience just like it was when I was
doing them at SLUH. So there are
lots of wonderful things to celebrate
at Cheverus, and as we go into our
100th anniversary next year, as you
might imagine there is a new opportunity as you sort of turn the page
on one century and start on another.
There is lots of talk about what we
are going to look like and what could
we do student-wise and facility-wise
in the years to come. I don’t have any
specifics for you, but know those are
things on my mind here too.

Arun second in Chinese speech contest

Alfrick Arun speaking in the Contest.
BY Paul Gillam
REPORTER

T

his past weekend, sophomore
Alfrick Arun spent the weekend at University of MassachusettsBoston, participating in the the 12th
Chinese Bridge Speech Contest for
U.S. High School Students. This
contest is designed to reward nonnative Chinese speakers for their
academic success in the subject.

photo | courtesy of Alfrick Arun

From across the nation, 74 students
applied—ranging from one to four
years of learning Chinese, applied—
but only 24 were chosen. To apply
for the contest, each participant
had to submit a five minute video
of themselves speaking in Chinese.
The contestants were divided into
categories of beginner (under two
years of study) intermediate (under
four) and Advanced (under six).

Arun, being a sophomore, competed in the beginner group.
Arun found out about the competition through researching a local
competition put on by the Confucius Institute. Each contestant had
to prepare a speech and recite it in
front of a panel of judges. 		
“Mr. Huang helped me a lot with
my speech,” Arun said. “I talked
about why I wanted to learn Chinese. I gave three reasons—China’s
economy is big, I love learning with
my classmates, and my dad actually
speaks a little bit of Chinese too.”
The speech was followed by the
judges asking five questions back in
Chinese about the speech. “I did
pretty good on the speech and questions,” said Arun, who finished in
second-place of the beginner group.
For his second-place ranking, Arun
received a glass trophy and a certificate stating his achievement.
“I hope that more people try to go
for it next year,” says Arun, who was
the only SLUH student to participate in the contest.
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Seniors honor Profe in his final year with Faculty Appreciation Award
“As a colleague, you
couldn’t ask for anyone else
easier to work with. He is just
pleasant and fun to be around,”
said Spanish teacher Kevin
Moore. “He is honest and generous. He has taught sophomores for a long time and sophomores aren’t the easiest group
to work with. But even with
guys he has trouble with, they
are always friends by the end of
the year.”
Even though the students
deemed Merriott the most wor-

photo | Kathy Chott

Profe teaching his spanish IV class.
BY Zach Hennes
CORE STAFF

A

fter 26 years of teaching at
Saint Louis U. High and
23 years of going to Yoro, Honduras, Spanish teacher Charley
“Profe” Merriott was awarded
the Faculty Appreciation Award
in his final year here.
This award is given each
year to one faculty member
who the senior class cites for
“excellence in the classroom as
well as contributions outside of
the classroom.”
Merriott has been teaching for the last 50 years, with
the last 26 here at SLUH. He

recently announced that he
would be retiring at the end of
this school year. He has never
won the award before and was
quite surprised and humbled to
receive it during his last year in
the classroom.
“I was totally shocked. I
didn’t even know they were
going to do it that morning.
I thought it was going to be
done with the retiring teachers,”
said Merriott. “It’s very humbling because we have so many
good people around here. It’s a
shame more people can’t get the
award.”
Merriott has built a name

for himself around the school
as not simply a fantastic teacher,
but a caring man who is loved
by all.
“He has really left a huge
mark on SLUH,” said Spanish
teacher Magdalena Alvarado,
who will be taking over as
leader of the Honduras project
after Merriott. “I think one of
the things that makes SLUH
distinct is the Honduras project and that’s all his work. He
got that award because over
the years he has just given so
much of himself to the Center
in Honduras and to the students. I think what the seniors

have done is acknowledge what
a generous and good-hearted
person he is.”
Many people around
SLUH have noted that Merriott
is a dynamic teacher who engages his students.
“Profe always came to
photo | Sulli Wallisch
class with a way to make learn- Profe with assistant principal for mission Jim Linhares after
ing fun while also meaningful. winning the award.
We didn’t just learn Spanish
but also the story and values
of a great hero,” said senior Joe
Laughlin.
“He is a great storyteller,”
said Alvarado. “He has the guys
just enthralled in the classroom.
BY Niles Bernabe
He is also very funny.”

Snow Cone club named
Fe y Alegria ambassadors
of the month
STAFF

Lipinski, McDevitt capture Smash Brothers 4
intramural title in tournament’s first installment
BY Daniel Fink and Will
Slatin
REPORTERS

T

hunderous cheers roared
from the doorway of
room M112. As the crowd
quieted, the rhythmic mashing of buttons intensified
until, in an instant, the battle
had ended. What followed:
the tears of the fallen and
the celebration of the victors.
The first match of the Smash
Brothers Intramurals had
concluded.
The Smash Brothers
tournament was conceived
by P.E. teacher and intramurals moderator Patrick Zarrick who aimed to provide
an intramural experience for
every student.
“This year there was a
strong desire to do an athletic
and non-athletic event,” said
Mr. Zarrick, who approached
seniors Blaise Lanter and Ron
Bozikis, presidents of the Anime Club, for help in setting
up the tournament.
Initially, the tournament
was planned for individual
competitors.
“We wanted to keep the
intramural spirit by having
teams,” explained Bozikis, so
the format was switched to
invite teams of two players
from the same homeroom.
Over the course of two
months, a pool of 22 teams
saw the emergence of two

thy of the award this year, his
humility was put on display as
he accepted the award and later
talked about how he didn’t really think he deserved it.
“He was saying to me, ‘I
don’t really deserve this award,’”
said Alvarado. “‘There are better teachers than I am.’ And I
said I don’t think they voted for
you as a teacher, but they voted
for you as a person.”
Samuel J. Chechik contributed reporting.

T

he St. Louis U. High Snow
Cone Club was commended this week for its social justice
work. The Snow Cone club was
featured on the Fe y Alegria
website two weeks ago with an
article written about the founders, seniors Blake Johnson,
Andrew Modder, and Michael
Rueckert. Fe y Alegria honored
the club as ambassadors of the
month for raising money for
their Haitian education fund.
Started in September
2016, the club’s mission is to
spread love through snow cones
and has donated all proceeds
from the one dollar snow cones
to Fe y Alegria, a Jesuit charity
Johnson encountered last year
at the Ignatian Family Teach-In
in Washington, D.C.
“We believe every human
being on Earth has a right to
an education, and frankly that’s
not the reality of our world,”
said Johnson. “Our hope is to
at least give others a taste of the
education that we’ve been so
blessed to receive.”
The club was also recognized this past Wednesday during the awards ceremony for its

artwork | Lancer Li

commitment to charity.
“It felt very humbling to
know that our hard work for
the club was being recognized
and to know that the club is appreciated,” said Rueckert.
With the return of warm
weather, the club has begun offering snow cones once again.
However, with the end of the
school year looming around the
corner, the future of the club remains uncertain.
“We’re also talking about
how we would be transitioning this club into the upcoming
year with potential juniors or
underclassmen, since this club
was founded and run entirely
by us seniors,” said senior Cole
Piening.

artwork | Jackson DuCharme

champions this past Tuesday:
seniors Roman Lipinski and
Michael McDevitt.
“I’ve been playing Super
Smash Bros. Melee at tourneys around St. Louis and
Chicago for three years now,”
said McDevitt. “Most of my
skills from Melee easily transferred to Smash 4.”

As for the bracket, tournament organizers were
pleased with the energy and
participation. “When we
came into that room and it
was just full, that was a fun
feeling,” said Bozikis regarding the first matches.
Plans for the next intramural tournament have al-

ready begun.
“It got a good structure
going for coming years of
people,” said Lanter, though
the tournament may return
to the original one-on-one
format next year.

photo | Kathy Chott

The Snow Cone Club distributing snow cones last fall.
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BY Liam Connolly and
Samuel J. Chechik

rience at school and in the
community. This year, the
award was presented to Jack
Schweizer.
The University of Rochester Xerox Award for Innovation and Information
This award is presented
to a student with a strong interest in innovation and/or
information technology and
a high level of achievement in
this area. This year, the award
was presented to Henry Matus.

CORE STAFF, EDITOR IN CHIEF

Senior
Awards
Lonigro Science Award

Dr. Andrew Lonigro was
a physician, scientist, and professor at St. Louis University
Medical School for nearly 40
years. To honor his memory,
this award was created by his
family and classmates to be
presented to the graduating
senior who has most distinguished himself in the study
of science at St. Louis University High. This year, the award
was presented to Dan Wagner.
Studio Art Award
The studio art award is
given to a student who shows
exemplary talent and interest in the visual arts, whether
they be drawing, printmaking, or ceramics. This year, the
award was presented to Joe
Fentress.
The Daughters of the
American Revolution Good
Citizen Award
This award is given to a
student who demonstrates the
qualities of dependability, service, leadership, and patriotism. This year, the award was
presented to Joe Boyce.
Fienup Math Award
In memory of W. F. J.
Fienup, this award is given
annually by the mathematics
department to the outstanding student in mathematics
in the graduating class. This
year, the award was presented
to Christian Augsburger.
Raterman Award
This award is given annually in honor of James
Raterman, a great teacher
and beloved colleague, to an
exemplary senior who reads
attentively, speaks from the
heart, writes with conviction,
and devotes himself to learning. This year, the award was
presented to Matthew Smith.
McConaghy Award
Dr. Mary Lee McConaghy has taught Latin and
Greek at SLUH since 1979.
Everyday in her time here, she
has displayed the invaluable
qualities of integrity, dedication, and enthusiasm. To honor her, this award is given to a
senior who exemplifies these
qualities at St. Louis University High. This year, the award
was presented to Nick Lally.
F. Joseph Schulte Dramatics Award
This award is given annually to a senior or seniors
for outstanding work in the
dramatic arts. This year, the
award was presented to Zach
Brock.
Principal’s Leadership
Award
This award is given annually to seniors who in the
opinion of the administration have demonstrated the
ability to combine academic
excellence and exemplary
leadership in school and community activities. This year,
the award was presented to
Joe Donato, Robbie Esswein,
Andrew Grassi, Sam Grasso,
Zach Hennes, William Kelly,
and Joe Reznikov.
Martin Luther King
Model of Justice Award

Senior award winners with President David Laughlin and Principal Craig Hannick.

This award recognizes a
senior who has demonstrated
through his attitude and his
work, a commitment to serving humanity in the broader
community. This student has
made justice a central part
of his life and has committed
himself “to the noble struggle
for equal rights.” This year, the
award was presented to Salvatore Vitellaro.
Archbishop May Service
Award
The Archbishop May
Service Award is given to a
senior in each of the Catholic high schools in the Archdiocese who, in the opinion of
the Campus Ministry department and the administration
is an outstanding example of
rendering Christian service
within his community and
school. This year, the award
was presented to Samuel J.
Chechik.
Jack Krings Award
The Jack Krings Award
for Outstanding Service to
Others recognizes a senior
who has distinguished himself
in ministry to the poor and
underprivileged in the spirit
of justice and faith through
his activities in St. Louis University High School’s community service program. This
year, the award was presented
to Sam Bott.
Hinck-Hereford Award
This award is named for
the two alumni who gave their
lives in the service of their
country during World War II.
The Hinck-Hereford Award is
conferred on the senior who
has excelled in leadership,
scholarship, and athletics and
who, in the opinion of the
senior class, is judged most
deserving of this award. This
year, the award was presented
to Thomas Leeker.
Dunn-Martel Award
This award was established in 1988 to honor
Coaches Ebbie Dunn and
Paul Martel’s long and successful tenure as soccer and
football coaches at St. Louis
University High School.
“The school will present this
award annually to the senior
who maintains the high level
of scholarship as well as the
discipline and commitment
of athletic participation that
earn for him selection as
“Scholar-Athlete of St. Louis
University High School.” This
year, the award was presented
to Mitch Batschelett.

Jesuit Schools Netwrok
Award
This award is given for
the 27th year to a student in
each of the fifty-nine Jesuit
High Schools in the United
States. The JSN Award is
presented to the member/or
members of the graduating
class who best resembles this
ideal: “A well-rounded person
who is intellectually competent, open to growth, religious, loving and committed
to doing justice in generous
service to the people of God.”
This year, the award was presented to Joe Laughlin.
Mac Boland Award
The Mac Boland Award
was established by members
of the class of 1958 to honor
and celebrate the life of their
outstanding classmate, William McCreary Boland. The
recipient of this annual award,
chosen by the faculty, is the
senior who best reflects Mac
Boland’s personal qualities
which his classmates summarized as follows: “The otherwise unheralded senior, who
through his dedication and
determination has most influenced his fellow students
toward more united participation in the spirit which is
St. Louis University High
School.” Each year the winner’s name is added to the
plaque which hangs in the
center corridor of the school.
This year, the award was presented to Blake Johnson.
Ed Hawk Memorial
Award
The Ed Hawk award was
established by members of
the class of 1971 in memory
of their classmate, whose life
was taken after his junior
year at SLUH. The fact that
he was elected as an officer
of the student council for his
senior year is an indication
of his standing among his
classmates. Through their efforts, an annual award was
established to recognize the
senior who: “through his love
and dedication to St. Louis
University High School, and
through his example of working and giving, was most able
to influence his class toward
success by cooperation and
unity.” This year, the award
was presented to Peter Hennessey.

Junior
Awards
Bausch Lomb Science
Award
This award is given by
the University of Rochester
to one student in junior year
who has demonstrated outstanding performance in science classes for three years.
This year, the award was presented to Phillip Schlichting.
University of Missouri
– St. Louis Excellence in Science Award
This award is presented
to a junior for his stellar academic performance and his
many contributions to our
science club. This year, the
award was presented to Trent
Adelmann.
Rensselaer
Award
Mrs. Beth Kissel and the
math department recognize
one outstanding junior for
superlative academic achievement in the areas of mathematics and science. This year,
the award was presented to
Matthew Coplen.
The Daughters of the
American Revolution Outstanding American History
Student Award
This award is given to a
student who demonstrates the
qualities of dependability, service, leadership, and patriotism. This year, the award was
presented to Sean Cailteux.
American Legion Missouri Boys’ State Award
These juniors have been
accepted to participate in the
2017 American Legion Boys
State of Missouri. Students
chosen for this program demonstrate outstanding qualities of leadership, character,
scholarship, loyalty, and service to their schools and communities. This year, the following juniors were accepted:
Damen Alexander, Alexander Curcuru, Christopher
Holmes, and William Smit.

Junior Book Awards
Each year college and
universities from around the
country recognize outstanding high school juniors by
awarding Book Awards.
Cornell University Book
Award
Presented to a student
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based on their achievement
in academics, character, and
commitment to diversity. This
year, the award was presented
to Christopher Schaefer.
Dartmouth Book Award
Presented to a junior
who has demonstrated excellence in scholarship and character. This year, the award was
presented to Connor Worley.
Harvard Book Award
Awarded to an outstanding junior who displays excellence in scholarship and high
character, combined with
achievement in other elds.
This year, the award was presented to John Burke.
Princeton Book Award
Awarded to a junior who
shows scholastic achievement
combined with strong commitment to community service. This year, the award was
presented to Nicolas Hernandez.
Yale Club Award
An outstanding junior
who has achieved near top
academic distinction at their
school. This year, the award
was presented to Liam Heffernan.
Rhodes College Book
Award
Awarded to a high school
junior or sophomore who
demonstrates
exemplary
community service. This year,
the award was presented to
Matthew Rauschenbach.
Oberlin College Book
Award
For excellence and commitment to the arts. This year,
the award was presented to
Sam Pottinger.
The St. Michael’s College
Book Award
Presented to a student
based specifically on achievement in academics and social conscience evidenced
through commitment to
community service, issues of
peace, justice, and concern for
others. This year, the award
was presented to Joe Lux.
The University of Rochester Frederick Douglass and
Susan B. Anthony Award
Awarded to a student
with a demonstrated commitment to understanding and
addressing difficult social issues. This year, the award was
presented to Delton Utsey.
The University of Rochester George Eastman Young
Leaders Award
Awarded to a student
with strong leadership expe-

Freshman/
Sophomore
Awards
Father Hagan Award
This award was created
in memory of Father Marty
Hagan, S.J. who devoted his
time at Saint Louis U. High
to developing a more personal relationship with the
underclassmen. He helped
fostered a sense of brotherhood and unity in the pool
hall, and made students feel
welcomed by taking the time
to learn their names and a little bit about them. The award
named in his honor recognizes leadership in the freshman
and sophomore year, the love
of this school, generosity in
giving of self, joy in coming to
school every day and just being glad to be here. This year,
these awards were presented
to freshman Kameron Moses
and sophomore Liam John.
William
George
Prize
in
Poetry
This award is named for
English teacher Bill George,
original moderator of and
long-time contributor to Sisyphus, whose poems moved
the SLUH community with
their wit, their honesty, and
their generous good will—is
given annually to recognize
excellence in student poetry.
This year, the award was presented to Joey Daugherty.

Faculty
Awards
Faculty
Appreciation
Award
This award is voted on by
the senior class. “In gratitude
to the teachers at St. Louis U.
High for all of their efforts
toward the growth of their
students, we, the graduating
senior class, cite the following
teacher for excellence in the
classroom as well as contributions outside the classroom.”
This year, the award was presented to Mr. Charley “Profe” Merriott.
JSN Educator Award
The Jesuit Schools Network this year also presents
an award to a faculty member
who exemplifies the role of a
Ignatian Educator. This year,
the award was presented to
Mr. Tim O’Keefe.
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Finucane headed to Jesuit novitiate in Grand
Coteau, Louisiana
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Renard ready to
begin future as
migrant translator
(continued from page 1)

Finucane (second from right) playing guitar in the chapel.

(continued from page 1)

able source of leadership and
a sterling example of a wellorganized faith life.
Finucane originally applied for a job at SLUH shortly after earning his Master’s
degree in theology at Boston
College. He was one of the
final few candidates for the
position. However, due to
his lack of a teaching background, he was not accepted
at that time.
Finucane then spent two
years in Zambia for a service
experience before returning
to apply again for the Campus Ministry job at SLUH.
He was hired as a theology
teacher and campus minister
in 2013.
“From the first weeks
that Mr. Finucane joined
the Campus Ministry team,
I could tell right away that
his vision for what could be
was something that was inspiring to me and something
that had a lot of potential to
continue the strong program
here,” said Campus Minister
Meg Beugg.
“I think of Campus
Ministry and of how huge of
an asset he is,” said Nick Ehlman, the Campus Ministry
department chair. “Mr. Finucane has an excellent way of
looking big picture at projects and programs, but also
once we have examined the
big picture of something and
we are down to the outline
plane of the system in place,
he is also very excellent at
getting down to work. A lot
of people are gifted at having the ability to look at the
big picture of something or
at the granular details. He is
one of those rare people that
has the ability to do both.
That is no small thing for us
to be losing.”
Finucane has enjoyed
the communal aspect of
brotherhood here at SLUH.
He has sprouted many
friendships along his path
that he continues to rely
upon during his process of
judgement.
“Working in Campus
Ministry and the community
we have as a group has been

really beneficial and important to me,” said Finucane.
“These are some of my best
friends, and I’m not just saying that. We all support one
another inside and outside
of work. They’ve been really
supportive of me and my discernment.”
Outside of his work in
the Campus Ministry office,
Finucane has also played a
vital role in the classroom,
teaching students the properties and values of having
a strong and active faith life.
“I like teaching juniors
because I like where juniors
are at and what they’re thinking,” said Finucane. “Usually
they are ready to challenge
things, which is good, and I
like being there to watch that
process and to help it along.”
Finucane also taught the
senior 1818 theology elective this school year, a course
added for the first time this
year.
“I have genuinely enjoyed all of my classes this
year, and a lot of that is
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semblies, and helps with
homeroom chapel prayer
services. He also helps to
arrange and was a member of the many immersion
programs offered at SLUH,
such as Urban Challenge, the
Kino Border Initiative, and
Mission Appalachia. He has
helped with retreats—namely the Manresa Retreat—in
past years and is also a director of the junior pastoral
team. Finucane is also the
standing moderator of Pax
Christi.
“I’m going to miss Mr.
Finucane’s passion and organization for social justice,
as well as his openness,” said
sophomore Liam John.
Along with his work for
Pax Christi, he is also a part
of the Association for Cultural Enrichment at SLUH
(ACES) and the Students and
Teachers Association for Racial Studies (STARS) clubs,
both centered on embracing
racial diversity in the community. His expertise, shown
in his widespread work with

Finucane giving a speech in the library.

because of students who
are willing to think things
through, who critically
think, who take theology
seriously,” said Finucane.
“That makes it much easier
to teach.”
Along with his dedication to Campus Ministry
and teaching, Finucane has
served SLUH in a variety of
ways outside of club activities. He is involved with liturgical music for seniors,
juniors, and all school as-
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the many clubs at SLUH, has
been culminated into the
Justice League, a coalition of
the justice-oriented groups
like Students for Life, ACES,
and STARS.
“I don’t know how he organizes everything he does,”
said junior Pierce Hastings.
“I get overwhelmed by how
much we do together, but
he’s the one that is actually
organizing it all. I think it’s
kind of incredible that he’s
able to juggle all of those dif-

ferent tasks.”
Finucane is not just a
simple cog in the machine
as he brings excitement and
highly-skilled knowledge to
the students he teaches as
well as the faculty members
he serves among.
“Mr. Finucane has a
scriptural role and a very
prophetic voice in our community. He is willing to
speak when others might be
silent,” said Campus Minister Brian Gilmore.
“As antiquated as terms
like ‘Men for Others’ and
‘Seeing God through all
things’ can become sometimes here, I truly believe
that Mr. Finucane exemplifies both of those values that
we hold at SLUH,” said junior James Pollard.
In his four years, Finucane left several trademarks
outside of his extracurricular involvement on SLUH.
One such trademark was his
tradition of pulling out his
guitar and singing a church
song with all of his classes on
Fridays.
“I would sometimes pop
my head in a class to either
join in the singing or just to
watch a whole class of either
juniors or seniors stand up
and so fervently join in singing a song about God,” said
Finucane. “It’s ended up being a neat tradition.”
Finucane will also be
remembered for his sense of
humor that he took much joy
in sharing with others.
“I just have fun here,”
said Finucane. “It’s a funny
place and there are a lot of
funny people here.”
“We are going to miss
his sense of commitment
and compassion here at
SLUH. The Campus Ministry team works a lot harder
than everyone actually realizes. I have just been struck
by his ability to sympathize
with the most down-trodden
in our society and his ability
to lead other students to that
compassion,” said Pollard.

can that (teaching French)
be?’ I’ve found out that it’s
hard,” said Renard, chuckling.
Before coming to SLUH
in the mid-1980s, Renard had
taught in the public school
system and at De Smet, describing herself as a “rolling
stone.” After taking a hiatus
from teaching to homeschool
her three children, Renard
returned to teaching at SLUH
six years ago when Spanish
teacher Greg Bantle died a few
days before school started.
Then-principal John Moran
called her to ask if she could
return to teaching at SLUH.
“I thought for a minute ‘Why would I? What has
SLUH ever done for me?”
said Renard, joking, “Well,
all of my brothers went here
and I taught here before and
I really loved it, and my husband graduated from here and
actually I met him here, so it
took me about five seconds.”
Students and faculty

7

for what she believes in and
that’s really admirable. Every
school needs a hippie like Madame,” said junior Alex Curcuru.
When Renard first came
to SLUH, the French program
was beginning to disappear.
Having strengthened the
French program, she feels as
though now is an appropriate
time to retire.
“Part of (the reason for
retiring) is the energy of a four
year prep course of study, because I teach all the levels of
French,” said Renard, “I feel
like it is a nice culminating
point. The French program is
strong enough to hand over
to somebody I feel really great
about, a dynamic new teacher
for next fall.”
A few months ago a candidate was chosen to teach
French for next year.
“The SLUH French program is in very capable hands,”
said Chura.
Renard plans to work
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Renard with her students in France.

cite her openness, smile, and
dedication to her students and
justice as qualities that will be
missed by the SLUH community.
“The first time I walked
into Madame’s room I was on
my phone and she screamed
at me to put it down and then
started spewing out some
jargon about ‘organic human
interaction’ and I was like,
‘Wow. I like her already,’” said
junior Darren Tucker.
“I’m sure we’ll all miss
her energy in the office, bright
sunny disposition, the way
that she always cared about
everyone else, the way she
cared so deeply about the kids
that she worked with,” said
Russian teacher and Foreign
Language Department Chair
Rob Chura.
“She’s willing to stand up

with refugees as a replacement
to teaching.
“I want to live a more
communal life, to really share
life in a deeper way with
people who are refugees or
somehow marginalized,” said
Renard. “Interpreting for
refugees would be something
that I would do with my skills.
And I want to have the time
and energy for environmental
activism too again, however
long God gives me, I want
to throw my energy into the
fight.”
“This is a place I’ve loved
all my life,” said Renard. “And
I hate leaving people who are
really near and dear to me, every day is just wonderful. But
it is also really hard work and
I get worn out faster.”

Interested in writing? Artistry?
Photography? Research?
The Prep News is for you.
Any writers, artists, and/or photographers
who are interested in participating in the
Prep News are invited to come up to the
Prep News office (J220) right
after school today.

Track sends seven Rugby invited to Nationals for first time ever,
athletes to compete continues to roll in state
in Kansas Relays
David Gordon
REPORTER

S

even track runners competed at one of the most
competitive meets in the Midwest this past weekend—the
Kansas Relays, hosted at the
University of Kansas in Lawrence, Kan.
These athletes included
senior captain Roman Lipinski, senior captain Jayson
Ashford, senior captain Jaleel
Ashford, freshman Lazarus
Williams, sophomore Chuck
Perry, junior Paul Burka, junior Patrick Hetlage, and senior captain William Kelly.
Sadly Kelly was unable to
compete due to a ruptured
lung. All these athletes had to
qualify to attend this meet as
schools from across the Midwest competed.
“Kansas was a lot of fun,
a lot of competition, and I got
to really shine with my teammates,” said Lipinski. “The
teams we faced were very
competitive: East St. Louis
and Blue Springs, and those
are two phenomenal teams.”
The Distance Medley
relay (DMR) team, a race
composed of Hetlage, Perry,
Williams, and Burka, set the
new school record of 10:47.62
minutes.
“I was impressed with the
4 x 800-meter, the 4 x 400, and
especially the Distance Medley Relay, they really came to
work, were focused and the
DMR set the school record so
it says a lot about those four
kids,” said coach John Diffley.
“It was super cool running the DMR, we only run
the race two times a year so
it’s something pretty special,”
said Burka
The team did not just
shine in the DMR. The 4 x 400
relay and the 4 x 800 relay had

very competitive and successful days as well.
“East St. Louis beat us by
one second in the 4 x 400 relay,” said Lipinski. “It was really close, Jayson almost pulled
ahead at the last second. We
beat Blue Springs by a good
amount in the 4 x 800 relay
and makes me really proud of
my team.”
Individually, the Ashford
brothers both came to Kansas
in hopes of finding success,
and they did. Jayson was able
to chase down a second place
in the 100-meter dash while
Jaleel was able to capture a
new personal record in the
300 hurdles.
Williams also made the
trip to the Kansas Relays as
he was a vital part of the team
competing in the distance
medley relay, the 4 x 400 relay,
and the 4 x 800 relay.
“I felt really good. At
first I felt nervous but when
I stepped onto the track and
started beating people I felt
better. It was a cool experience,” said Williams.
Looking into the future,
the only guaranteed meets
left for any of the team are the
MCC Championship and Districts. The team must place in
the top four in their event in
order to compete at the next
level, which is Sectionals, and
then the State meet.
“I feel really good about
the team’s success so far. It’s
been a great year,” said Williams.
“We are going to be really competitive in Districts.
Right now we are standing at
second place but if we really
fight then I think we can pull
out a first,” said Lipinski.

Senior Luke Sextro (right) against Chaminade on April 11.

Jack Connaghan
REPORTER

B

reak out the party hats!
SLUH Rugby has officially been invited to the High
School Nationals rugby tournament in Kansas City. The
two-day event will play host
to some of the best clubs and
single-school teams in the nation, and the Jr. Bills are taking big steps to ensure that
they are prepared to meet the
challenge.
In the meantime, the
team has been busy making powerful plays against a
couple of local teams. Strong
performances from junior

Buckley Chevalier and seniors David Hummel and
Luke Sextro helped the varsity squad trounce a young
Chaminade team in a hellish
77-7 contest on April 11, and
the team beat CBC 26-24 on
April 19.
Against Chaminade, the
Jr. Billikens once again proved
the effectiveness of their updated offensive line, though
there was a mistake early in
the first half which led to a
Red Devil try.
“Our line let one of their
forwards come through and
score in the wing, and we
said, ‘Okay, we can’t let them

photo | Brendan Voigt

in anymore,’” said senior Jacob Coriell.
After the mistake, the
Bills proceeded to eviscerate
the Red Devils’ defense with
tries coming from all corners
of the field. Tries from seniors Eric Heard, Mike Ruggeri, and Ryan Houghland,
among many others, bedeviled Chaminade’s struggling
defense and led the team to a
satisfying 77-7 victory.
Senior Captain Luke Sextro—who earned himself an
extra try and an assist during
the game—was ecstatic about
his team’s constant offensive
presence and sees the game as

a great learning opportunity.
“(Chaminade is) a brand
new club and, really, it’s hard
for our guys to take it easy,” he
said with a smirk. “We wanted to test our offense. We let
some young guys get in there
and they succeeded. Everyone
got good play time.”
Both Varsity and JV
found great success in their
away outings against CBC on
the 19th. JV routed the Cadets with tries by sophomores
Miles Matyiko and Justin
Lombard and freshman Owen
Tucker. Tucker’s was the first
try of the game, as well as his

continued on page 10

Volleyball takes first in silver bracket
at Smack Attack Tournament
Nathan Langhauser
STAFF

T

Getting used to the environment and finding rhythm
took some time for the Jr.
Bills, but the Chesterton offense was not able to challenge consistently and SLUH
won 25-22, 25-15.
The next match came
against Naperville Central, a
big, energetic, and offensively
strong team. The game was
back and forth the entire time
and the tiny gym was echoing

from both benches celebrating points loudly. There were
many replays in the match
due to Illinois volleyball rules
not including line judges as
a part of the officiating crew,
and there were some plays
when the officials could not
determine a call either way,
creating some frustration on
both sides of the net. The Jr.
Bills fell for the first time this
season, 25-23, 25-22, knock-

he St. Louis U. High
varsity volleyball team
travelled up to Chicago last
weekend to compete in the
9th Annual Brother Rice
Smack Attack Tournament.
The tournament featured 24
teams, mostly out of the Chicago area, but also from Indiana and Florida. SLUH was
the only team from Missouri
to compete.
“It’s always good to go on
a weekend trip away from St.
Louis, have a little bit of team
bonding,” said assistant varsity coach Travis Meyer.
Going straight from the
bus ride to Brother Rice High
School, the Jr. Bills started
Friday evening with pool play,
scheduled for matches against
Chesterton High School from
Chesterton, Ind. and Naperville Central High School
from the Chicago suburbs.
In a gym with an incredibly low ceiling, the ball took
weird bounces in the rafters
throughout both matches.
“It wasn’t the best gym
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott to play in, but we couldn’t do
Senior David Gordon throwing discus at the All-Catholic Meet much about it, we had to play
on Apr. 8.
through,” said sophomore Senior Leo Henken against CBC on Mar. 30.
Brian Venhaus.

ing them into the silver bracket for the next day.
“We saw a really good
team and it was probably the
highest energy level of the
year. I think we know where
we need to be going into playoffs because of that game,”
said Meyer.
Bracket play began Saturday and the Jr. Bills sported
a Blues hockey theme for

continued on page 10
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Water polo downs Parkway West, looks to
Lindbergh Invitational
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Ryan Neuner
REPORTER

A

fter defeating Parkway
Central, Ladue, and Marquette last week, the St. Louis
U. High water polo team faced
rival Parkway West on Monday.
Junior Joe Jellinek and
senior Luke Smith started the
scoring for the Jr. Bills, but
West answered with a couple
of goals to tie the game at
two. Jellinek and Smith both
scored again to give the team
a 4-2 lead after one quarter.
The Jr. Bills added two
goals in the second quarter,
while stud defenders junior
John Burke and senior captain
Thomas Nordmann led a stifling defense, shutting down
West’s leading goal scorer
Mitchell Griffin for most of
the game.
Jellinek opened the third
quarter with another goal before goalie Mike Harris scored
a sensational full-pool goal,
catching West’s goalie too far

artwork | Lancer Li

out of the net. Less than a
minute later, Harris blocked a
penalty shot from Griffin after
a poor officiating call.
“Both things were just
me doing my job,” said Harris. “I really think it gave the
team a confidence booster especially after our performance
in the first quarter. It was a
close game at that point and

we all had to play at our highest level.”
The Jr. Bills tacked on
two more goals in the third,
and both teams scored two in
the fourth to give the Jr. Bills a
12-4 victory in their last regular season game of the year.
This weekend, the
team will compete in the
Lindbergh Invitational. With

VARSITY SPORTS BRIEFS
Golf

4/22
Indian’s Midwest Classic- Sandy Pines
Golf Club- DeMotte, Ind.
SLUH Blue: second place, 335 strokes
Andrew Modder		
82
Max Twardowski		
83
Sam Bricker 		
84
Jack Wachter 		
86
Louie Perotti 		
91
SLUH White: fourth place, 337 strokes
Parker Leavitt 		
82
Jack Fitzpatrick
84
Michael Rackers 		
85
Ray Winter 		
86
Jonathan Turner		
86

Baseball
4/21
SLUH		
Obion County

9
7

4/25
SLUH		
St. Mary’s

10
0

4/22
SLUH		
Brebeuf		

4/25
SLUH		
CBC		

236
241

4/23
SLUH		
Penn		

2
7

4/25
SLUH		
Kirkwood

6
3

Nick Prainito
REPORTER

A

s they head into the final
weekend of the regular season, St. Louis U. High
varsity inline hockey looks
to wrap up its schedule with
strong outings in its last four
games to maintain sole possession of the No.1 seed in
the division. Having won nine
out of their ten games, with
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

Senior Dominic Heithaus
against Lafayette.

the exception being a loss in
overtime, the Jr. Bills sit at a
total of 19 points on the regular season, four more than the
Columbia Eagles, currently
the No. 2 seed in the division.
The Jr. Bills have sailed
through the heart of their
season with explosive offensive performances as well
as shut-down goaltending.
Key leaders on offense have
been seniors Kurt Lindhorst
(28 points) and Dominic
Heithaus (25 points). Meanwhile, on the other end of the
tile, freshman goalie Peter
Lally has been a brick wall in
the net, with an .804 save percentage and a shutout against
Washington mid-season.
“We’ve had a really good
season so far. Our team skates
well as a unit and we play a
fast, high-skilled game that a
lot of teams have trouble de-

continued on page 10

Golf Nightbeat

15
7

4/22
SLUH			19
Marquette (Milwaukee)
6

4/24
SLUH		
Ladue		

stretch of regular season

Lacrosse

229
236

Tennis

no elite Illinois teams in the
running, the Jr. Bills hope to
claim first place before heading into the postseason tournament.
“After this tournament
when teams look at us, we
want them see us as intimidating as the great prehistoric
megalodon shark,” said Nordmann. “If that happens, we
have accomplished our goal.”
Last night, the Jr. Bills defeated Parkway South 12-1 in
their first game of the tournament.
If the Jr. Bills continue
to win, they could potentially
play St. Xavier, a Jesuit allboys high school from Cincinnati, in the championship
game—a matchup pitting
two reigning state champions
against each other.

Next game: Tuesday vs. De Smet

4/24
SLUH		
Chaminade

Next match: today vs. Vianney

Volume 81, Issue 28

4/25
SLUH		
Vianney 5

21
6
19

Next game: tomorrow vs. De Smet in
Fr. Marco Cup

photo | Mr . Scott Gilbert

The St. Louis U. High varsity golf team captured the Jesuit Cup for the second consecutive
year yesterday, defeating the De Smet Spartans in nine-hole match play, 4.5-3.5. The Jr. Bills
were propelled to victory thanks to match wins by freshman Ray Winter, sophomore Parker
Leavitt, and seniors Max Twardowski and Andrew Modder. Junior Louie Perotti tied his match,
adding a half point to SLUH’s total score.

—Blake Lanter, Stephen Ocampo, Andrew Modder, and Nick Gima contributed reporting.

Next match: tomorrow- MCC Tournament

The golf team last Saturday at Sandy Pines Golf Club for the Indian’s Midwest Classic.
photo | Mr. Scott Gilbert

Senior Jerry Howe against Vianney on Tuesday.

photo | Brendan Voigt
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Kirkwood drops all MCC
Inline
Volleyball rolls over
opponents for future seasons
hockey
Parkway West,
holds on
Water polo, although sched- would create ill will between
squeaks by St. Mary’s Steven Zak
uled by the Kirkwood athletic our two schools.”

to No. 1
seed

REPORTER

(continued from page 8)

warm-ups in support of the
Blues game that day, as well
as to rub in the recent elimination of the Chicago Blackhawks. The first game of the
day came against the 2016
Indiana State Champions,
Cathedral High School. Due
to the lower level of talent in
the silver bracket, the SLUH
lineup was changed up from
the first day.
“We got to play a lot of
guys that day, we were shuffling guys in and out, guys
who had been on the bench,
so we got to see different looks
from our team, playing out of
position,” said Meyer.
Some strong serving
pushed the Jr. Bills past Cathedral, 25-21, 25-22, advancing to the semifinals.
The next match came
against Mt. Carmel, the topranked team in Indiana. The
Jr. Bills found themselves in
some trouble after consistently starting matches slow,
giving up early leads. Carmel
took the first set, 25-21, and it
forced some changes in strategy as well as mentality. SLUH
struggled through the second
set yet found a way to squeak
out a 28-26 win, forcing a
third set. In the third the Jr.
Bills showed their true form,
easily building a lead and putting away Carmel 25-13 to
move on to the silver finals.
The final match of the
trip was set against Addison
Trail High School, hailing
from the Chicago suburbs.
Once against starting off
slow, the Jr. Bills struggled to
find consistent offense and
couldn’t stop a strong offensive setter, dropping the first
set, 18-25. The energy was
low, and fatigue set in. The
second set was a battle, going back and forth, with each
team going on runs, but some
strong attacking towards the
end led SLUH to force a third
set, 25-23. In the third set,
the Jr. Bills made some strong
defensive plays and won some
decisive points, cutting off
Addison Trail runs, and giving the Jr. Bills the 25-18 victory.
The Jr. Bills finished the
Chicago trip 4-1 overall, and
silver bracket champions.
“It was really disappointing to not be in gold, but we

finished the tournament really well,” said junior Matt
Coplen.
“It was a really good opportunity to see some teams
and some different talent that
we won’t see here in St. Louis,
not playing the same teams
over and over,” said Meyer.
Monday, the Jr. Bills got
back into regular season action against Parkway West.
SLUH rolled through the
game, producing strong offense and winning handily,
25-10, 25-16, even with some
starters resting after the long
weekend.
“It was good for us to
come out and play on our side
of the net and do the things
we needed to do and put away
a team that shouldn’t be giving us any problems,” said
assistant varsity coach Jeff Pieschel.
Tuesday’s match against
St. Mary’s was very different
though. The Jr. Bills were
going through the motions,
enough to win the first set,
25-19, but St. Mary’s stepped
up in the second. They made
some scrappy plays, frustrating SLUH’s offense, forcing
more errors. St. Mary’s took
the second set 25-21, to force
a third.
“We were quite flat in our
warm-up and it showed in the
whole match until the third
set,” said Pieschel.
The Jr. Bills needed someone to step up in the third set,
and senior Sam Grasso and
junior Jack McGrail found
their stride. McGrail set an
early example of aggressive
attacking and strong serving, putting the pressure on
St. Mary’s. Displaying some
energy and making some defensive plays to counter those
made by St. Mary’s, the Jr.
Bills found some rhythm and
won 25-20.
“We have to have some
sort of ID for the team and I
don’t think the team has come
to a point where they understand who we are. Until we do
that we are going to continue
with these ups and downs,”
said Pieschel.
The Jr. Bills will compete
in the Lafayette Tournament
on Saturday, where the field is
stacked with teams that SLUH
could face later during playoffs.

K

irkwood’s athletic director has decided to cancel all sporting events against
MCC opponents starting in
the 2017-18 school year and
for the foreseeable future.
This means that the only time
most SLUH sports will play
Kirkwood is in tournaments
and in playoffs.
The sports affected include football, soccer, swimming, basketball, wrestling,
tennis, golf, baseball, and volleyball. According to SLUH
Athletic Director Chris Muskopf, cross country and track
may not be affected as they
are generally invitationalstyle meets, as opposed to
school versus school events.

department, may not be impacted because there are not
as many schools participating.
Lacrosse, hockey, and other
sports would remain unaffected, as the Kirkwood athletic
department does not schedule
them.
The big question that
SLUH and other MCC schools
are dealing with is “why?”
“There was never a problem after a Kirkwood game,”
said former football coach
Gary Kornfeld. “They always
had the best sportsmanship.”
“I was surprised,” said
Muskopf. “To the best of my
knowledge we have not had
any incidents between Kirkwood fans and our fans that

After Kirkwood beat Vianney in a football game last
year, there was a situation after the game involving some
coaches and an administrator.
Some wondered if this was the
reason Kirkwood no longer
wanted to play MCC schools.
This is not the first time
that there has been divide
between public and private
schools relating to sports.
Three years ago there was a
movement led by some public
schools in Missouri to have
different playoffs for both
public and private schools.
This movement failed, but resulted in the MSHSAA Public School/Nonpublic School
Committee to work through
issues and bring public and
private schools together.
Although this issue isn’t
bringing public and private
schools together, Muskopf is
still hopeful for the future.
“We would like to continue our relationship with
Kirkwood,” said Muskopf.
“We have to be hopeful that
we can talk about this and we
can figure this out. Our hope
is that at some point whatever
it is that caused this either
gets fixed or time passes and
it heals.”
Kirkwood Athletic Director Corey Nesslage deartwork | Will Kramer clined to comment about the
and Lancer Li decision.

(continued from page 9)

fending,” said Lindhorst on
the season so far.
The Jr. Bills also have a
strong defense to protect Lally. Senior defensemen Drew
Ottenlips and Matt Wulff have
been key players in the Jr. Bills
zone.
“We have to be sure we
are back checking, marking
up on a man in our own zone,
keeping them to the outside
… if we do that I really like
our chances to win (the State
Championship),” said Lindhorst.
SLUH plays its final four
games this weekend, against
Lafayette on Friday, St. Mary’s
and Columbia on Saturday,
and Lafayette again on Sunday. The Jr. Bills have previously beaten all three teams.
With two wins SLUH will become division champions and
take the first seed going into
the playoffs.
If the Jr. Bills can claim
the No. 1 seed, they will play
No. 8 Duchesne next Thursday, and if they win that game,
they play in the semifinals on
Saturday. The State Championship is on Sunday, May 7.
All playoff games are at the
Fenton Forum Ice Arena.

Rugby handles Chaminade 77-7, holds off
against CBC for a 26-24 victory

Senior Jacob Coriell against Chaminade on April 11.

(continued from page 8)

first try of the season.
“We got it wide and I was
there, and it worked out perfectly for me,” said Tucker.
The Jr. Bills’ 26 points
went unanswered, giving
the JV squad a morale boost
heading into the final games
of the season.
Varsity fared just as well,
but not without a few heartstopping, nail-biting moments. A 17-point comeback
from the Cadets put the Bills
in a tight spot. Lucky tries by

Coriell and Chevalier readily
extinguished the scare, and
CBC’s desperate run in the
second half failed to catch the
Jr. Bills, who held on to win
26-24.
“Our guys had to have
a gut check at the half,” said
head coach Chris Keeven.
“CBC is tough competition,
and we almost let it go. It was
the team’s experience and
willingness to compete that
allowed us to claw out a win.”
“We had a few lucky
bounces, but we pulled it out,”

photo | Brendan Voigt

says Sextro of the close game.
“Good teams find a way to
win, and we found a way to
win.”
With only a few games
remaining before the State
and National tournaments,
Keeven hopes to keep pushing
the Jr. Bills to perform under
pressure and make a name for
themselves among their rivals. Though the Jr. Bills have
rightfully earned their bracket
at High School Nationals in
May, they will no doubt come
toe-to-toe with the most ex-

perienced teams in the country at Kansas City.
Keeven has been eagerly
awaiting the National Tournament since the program’s inception and, despite the odds,
is optimistic that the team will
perform at a comparable level
to the teams they face, so long
as they maintain their current
work ethic.
“In my eyes, this is just
the next step on our mission
to forge a nationally-recognized team,” said Keeven. “We
can work out the wins, so long
as they stay motivated. This is
a work in progress.”
Many players are just as
confident, though most share
some concerns. “There are a
lot of nerves leading up (to
High School Nationals),” said
Sextro. “As a whole, the team
is excited to meet the stronger teams. We just don’t know
what to expect.”
The JV squad hopes to
have its final game as early as
May 2, though no teams have
been contacted.

Father Marco Cup Preview
Junior Kyle Cohan serving against CBC March 30.
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The St. Louis U. High lacrosse team will play in the annual Father Marco Cup tomorrow against Jesuit rival De Smet.
The U. High has kept the Cup for the last two years, securing the most recent with a 7-6 victory over the Spartans. The day
features games at all three levels along with various fundraisers. In this year’s matchup, SLUH comes in with a 1-2 record
in the MCC, while De Smet comes in 3-0. Both teams boast high-powered offenses, the Spartans behind senior attackman
Derek Radke, and the Jr. Billikens led by senior attackman Will Farroll, the state leader in goals. It should be a good game.
Come out and support the boys in blue tomorrow. Varsity: 4 p.m. JV: 2 p.m. Freshmen: 12 p.m.
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The Hinck-Hereford Award is given every year to the senior who
excels in academics, athletics, and leaderhship in his class. The
award was first given out in 1946, after the death of two students,
Robert X. Hinck, and G. Page Hereford, in World War II. What we
have included in this spread is a feature from Prep News Volume
71, describing the life of both men. We have also included news
articles from Prep News history around the time of World War II
that include the reporting of Bob Hinck’s death, and a picture of the
plaque of the award, which can be found across from the main office
in the main corridor. The winner from the class of 2017 was Thomas
Leeker.

—Compiled by Jack Waters
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Louis Garavaglia-Baseball-Quincy University
Luke Gassett-Ice Hockey-Lindenwood University
Patrick Howley-Lacrosse-Rockhurst University
Anthony Hughes-Basketball-Univ. of Missouri-St. Louis
Brent Smith-Basketball-Spring Hill College

photo | Sulli Wallisch
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Around the Hallways
New Science Desks
Like many rooms around
SLUH, science classroom
S202 has recently acquired
new two-person tables. “This
allows for far more flexibility in the classroom, allowing
students to go from a traditional lecture set up to a more
individual group set up very
quickly,” said science teacher
Tim O’Keefe. The desks are
also part of the school’s push
for more technology integration; many students have complained that the current desks
are too small to accommodate
their school books and their
devices as well. O’Keefe reported that his students like
the desks.
Missouri Scholars Academy
St. Louis U. High will be send-

ing sophomore Anthony Gartner to the Missouri Scholars
Academy this summer. A
highly selective program, it
takes 330 of Missouri’s finest
students and throws them into
three weeks of intense classroom and extracurricular activities. “The experience of the
student is like nothing they’ve
ever done before. It’s not like
school, it’s like nerd camp. You
will be challenged mentally
and personally in an environment of learning. It’s not an
exaggeration to say that all
330 students will say that it’s
the best three weeks of their
life,” said math teacher Frank
Corley, who has had several
years experience teaching at
the program.

April 28, 2017
Regular Schedule

Freshmen Class Dance
JV water polo Ladue invitational
AP
Snack—mini corn dogs
Lunch Special—chicken rings
Vegetarian—grilled cheese
4:00pm C/JV/V volleyball @ CBC
4:15pm C baseball vs. CBC
4:30pm B baseball vs. Granite City
9:00pm Inline hockey vs. Lafayette

Saturday, April 29
V water polo Lindbergh invitational
V volleyball @ Lafayette tournament
V tennis @ MCC tournament
12:00pm C lacrosse @ De Smet in Father Marco Cup
AMDG
Beugg, the group will consist 2:00pm Inline hockey vs. St. Mary’s
The first AMDG meeting took of SLUH parents who will 4:00pm Inline hockey vs. Columbia
place last Tuesday evening in
Campus Ministry. AMDG, an
organization created by Mary
Burke, will be officiated by
campus minister Brian Gilmore and will fully launch at
the start of next year. According to Campus Minister Meg

meet about four times over
the course of the year for talks Sunday, April 30
about Ignatian phrases like 5:00pm Inline Hockey vs. Lafayette
“Finding God in all Things” or
Monday, May 1
“Cura Personalis.”

No Classes

Faculty Day

—Compiled by Sam Ortman
8:00am AP Chemistry Exam
and Luke Veltz

8:00am AP Environmental Science Exam
9:00am V golf in districts
12:00pm AP Psychology Exam
1:30pm C vollyball @ Thomas Jefferson school
4:00pm C track invitational @ Vianney
4:15pm JV tennis vs. Clayton
4:15pm V tennis vs. Clayton
(continued from page 1)
some of your classmates have 4:30pm B baseball vs. Collinsvile
4:30pm JV/V volleyball vs. Francis Howell Central
ers to the Follies experience.
had has been really neat.”
“I feel like we play well off
The skits and songs allow Tuesday, May 2
Regular Schedule

Tradition continues with

Sisyphus features
this year’s Follies, led by
RWF stories, exchange Gilmore, Becvar
student pieces

photo | Will Kelly

(continued from page 1)
note on the back cover of the
magazine explains the artwork and translates it into
English.
“One cover—Will Kelly’s
photograph—is highly decorative; it fills the page. The
other is austere and stare,”
said Sisyphus moderator
and English teacher Rich
Moran. “They both speak
to the international experiences that people get at the
school and they’re both just
beautiful.”
After turning the page,
the magazine opens with
a poem by French teacher
Suzanne Renard, who is retiring at the end of this year.
Sisyphus has never opened
with a faculty piece before,
making this an inaugural
presentation.
“We thought it would
be a good way to honor her
for her many years of contributing great poetry to the
magazine,” said co-moderator Frank Kovarik.
The magazine also includes
seven short stories from
Kovarik’s Reading and Writing Fiction class. At the
beginning of the semester,
Kovarik encouraged his
students to shoot for writing something that could
potentially be published in
Sisyphus.
“It’s been gratifying to see
these stories work their way
through the process of get-

ting written and finally getting highlighted and published,” said Moran.
One of the notable pieces
from the Reading and Writing Fiction class is “The
Trouble with the Youth” by
senior Drew Bazzell. According to Moran, “the story
outlines a kid who wants to
be a rebel and who emulates
a rebel, and then the story
turns.”
“It’s a remarkable mature
story in it’s construction; it’s
got some pretty powerful
moments in it,” said Kovarik.
Another notable element of
this edition of the magazine
is the number of pieces submitted by Chinese exchange
students—four pieces of
writing and five pieces of
photography and artwork,
including the cover art.
“Most of them are personal
memoirs, so it’s neat to get
a vision into what it’s like
to grow up in China,” said
Kovarik. “I’m really grateful
to them for sharing.”
The magazine is 80
pages long and will be sold
for a quarter throughout the
school day.
“I hope students will continue to support Sisyphus
because it is so unique and
important as a way for all
students to express themselves and their writing abilities,” said senior and literary
editor Brian Price.

of each other. We have a similar sense of humor on a lot of
things, and so just to be able to
enjoy some of these skits coming to life with him has been a
neat part of the process. … He
and I have taken on the challenge together,” said Becvar.
“We were both a part of our
class’s Follies back in 2002, so
I’m kinda excited to take on
the challenge.”
And a challenge it is—after spending many days writing and editing, the skits and
scripts have finally come together.
“I hope that people can
come here and relax since it’s
the end of the year and see
new teachers in a new light
more as people, not as teachers,” said senior Mitchell Stephens.
With a theater-esque Hell
Week for seniors, directors,
and crew to endure, it’s been
a chaotic few days—but that’s
a vital part of the experience.
“Trying to figure out who
all was finally going to show
up at the first rehearsal, kinda
changed our plans at the last
minute, but we were trying to
put that together,” said Becvar.
“It’s been really rough,
I’m just hoping this all comes
together pretty well, and people get a laugh out of it and
enjoy the show,” said senior
Michael Knese.
All that toiling, of course,
results in incredible progress,
dedication, and work from all
parties involved.
“We’ve worked a lot with
the musicians, and watching
them put in the kind of time
that they have has been a really cool part of the process,”
said Becvar. “The writing
started back in the fall, and
there’s been a number of guys
that have spent many long
hours putting together some
of these skits, and even writers who put together skits that
didn’t make it to the stage.
Watching the dedication that

seniors to parody and tease
the same people that put them
to work for four years, and
they’re making the most of it.
While Becvar and Gilmore run circles around the theater critiquing and advising
seniors on the show, they’re
reminded of their own Follies
almost 15 years ago.
“It was probably one of
my favorite memories of senior year,” said Becvar. “We
were in a number of skits. We
did a dance to Michael Jackson’s Smooth Criminal, we
did a skit based off the Wizard of Oz called ‘The Wizard
of SLUH’, that was pretty fun.
Some math department jokes
in there.”
As they observe the show
from the other side of the glass
as directors, they see the same
goal for the show as they did
as teenagers.
“When I was a student,
a lot of the faculty members
that are teaching now were
still here, and I feel like it was
kind of a way to honor them,”
said Becvar. “With this experience from the directing side
of things, it’s also a way to
help other classes honor the
teachers, especially those that
are departing. Poke fun, and
hopefully in a way that both
students and faculty will enjoy.”
The seniors’ objective, after many hours of practice and
rehearsal, is simple.
“I was just want people
to laugh and have a good time
at the show,” said senior Jack
Winschel.
Senior Follies hits the
Schulte Theatre at 7 p.m. on
both Saturday and Sunday.
“This class is very talented, don’t underestimate
them,” said Becvar. “We have a
lot of great musical numbers,
we have a lot of great comedy
sketches. I think everyone will
go away with something they
enjoyed personally.”

AP

Sisyphus goes on sale
Snack—mac and cheese bites
Lunch Special—Chinese special
Vegetarian—Lo mein
8:00am AP Computer Science A Exam
8:00am AP Spanish Language Exam
12:00pm AP Physics 1 Exam
4:00pm C/JV track meet @ SLUH
4:15pm V baseball @ De Smet
4:15pm JV tennis @ Chaminade
4:15pm V tennis @ Chaminade
6:30pm B baseball vs. De Smet
Wednesday, May 3
Regular Schedule
AP
Snack—cinnamon rolls
Lunch Special—meatball sandwhich
Vegetarian—black bean burger
8:00am AP English Literature and Composition Exam
12:00pm AP Physics 2 Exam
4:30pm B baseball @ Chaminade
4:30pm V baseball vs. Chaminde

Thursday, May 4

Regular Schedule

Post-season tournament water polo play begins
AP
Snack—mini tacos
Lunch Special—Domino’s Pizza
Vegetarian—pasta
8:00am AP US Government and Politics Exam
4:00pm JV/V track MCC championships @ De Smet
4:00pm JV tennis vs. Vianney
4:00pm V tennis vs. Vianney
4:30pm JV/V volleyball vs. Chaminade

Friday, May 5

Half-day Schedule
V Rugby state tournament championship in Jefferson City
4:15pm C baseball vs. Eureka
calendar | Jack Schweizer

