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Counseling
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Canvas
course

School
counseling,
college
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and Learning
Center

BY Jake Hennes
REPORTER

T

he newly formed College Counseling department has developed a course
on Canvas to give seniors a
structured guide for completing the Common Application.
“As the school is beginning to learn a new management system, Canvas, we
wanted to utilize the technology that is familiar to
students,” said Director of
College Counseling Kevin
Crimmins.
Crimmins got the idea
for the course by studying
college style lectures, where
most of the content is read
beforehand.
“I got inspiration for this
course as an idea of flipping
the classroom. I don’t have
class periods that I can tell the
seniors about all of the different details for applying to colleges, so this was our way for
giving the students the necessary details,” said Crimmins.
The course was posted in
the beginning of August and
was to be completed by Friday, Aug. 19. Students were
told that it was in their best
interest to complete it and
that they would receive a JUG
if they didn’t complete the
course.
“The purpose of the JUG

BY Samuel J. Chechik
EDITOR IN CHIEF

T
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UP, UP, AND AWAY: The senior Introduction to Environmental Science class, along with the Technology Club launched a weather balloon during activity period on Tuesday. The balloon had a Lab Pro with various experiments inside, including one measuring radioactivity in the upper atmosphere. Stay tuned for an article on the weather balloon and Tech Club in PN 81.3 next week.

Pray.sluh.org uses tech to encourage daily prayer
BY Jack Schweizer
CORE STAFF

W

ith daily readings and
reflections from Jesuits across the country, the new
app and website pray.sluh.org
allows St. Louis U. High students the opportunity to pray
every day in solidarity with
other Jesuit high schools.
The idea of a prayer app
came to Campus Minister
and theology teacher Dan
Finucane in the fall of last
year. He and several others
continued on page 2 in Campus Ministry were

brainstorming on new ways
to reach the SLUH community, particularly parents
and alumni. Thinking back
to the Lenten reflections—a
series of daily Gospel readings, reflections, and prayers
sent to the student body during Lent—Finucane wanted a
way to incorporate that same
prayer structure into more
accessible forms that could be
used throughout the school
year.
“The idea has always
been how can we meet people
where they are in a certain

Conversation
Flanagan reflects on one-year
anniversery of son’s death
Editor in Chief Sam Chechik
sat down with math teacher
and assistant cross country coach Tom Flanagan on
Thursday to discuss the life of
his son, Tom Flanagan, Jr., ’95,
who was killed in Colorado in
an accident involving a drunk
driver last August.
Sam Chechik: So, starting off with your son, since
he died on August 21 in 2015,
how has your life changed
in the past year? Have there
been any significant changes
that you’ve gone through
since then?

Tom Flanagan: You
know, I think you sort of expect your parents to die, you
even expect that even your
spouse will die—one of you’s
going to die first—but you
don’t expect your children
to die. And so initially, it’s
just devastating and then it’s
just kind of, I really felt like I
knew what it was to be heartbroken. I don’t think I ever
really appreciated what that
phrase meant until Tom died,
and then it’s like, ‘Okay, I can
feel it in my chest.’ It felt like a
broken heart, and it just, you
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know, there’s sadness in it.
We were pretty close, so I just
miss being able to talk to him,
and that’s just ongoing—you
know, kind of the realization
that it’s not going to come
back.
SC: What would you talk
to him about?
TF: There were a lot of
things. He’s been out in Denver since ’99, and so he’s been
there for a while. You know,
every couple of weeks (we’d)
have a good conversation,
sometimes it varied. The one

sense with the capabilities
that an app can do, as well as
giving them some substance
that they can pray with on a
daily basis,” said Finucane.
The group decided to
merge the format of the Lenten reflections into an app that
would be dually accessible as
a website, called pray.sluh.
org.
Finucane then contacted
Ignatian-Spirituality.com, a
website that also has a Jesuit
Prayer App similar to the one
SLUH was hoping to create.
After asking the director of

Blunt Brigade brings in
students for summer campaign
BY Matthew Book
FEATURES EDITOR
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Brian Howard turns down draft
SLUH ’13 graduate and current TCU pitcher Brian Howard
turned down the Houston Astros
and the major leagues, opting to
stay for his senior year. Page 4

continued on page 2

Feature:

uring the 2016 campaign season there has
been much political chit-chat
around the hallways, and lots
of opinions. A few politically
ambitious SLUH students
and alumni have taken serious enough interest in the ongoing race that they have chosen to volunteer their time on
Roy Blunt’s campaign.
The SLUH connection
started with Nick Perryman,
’15, when he joined Roy
continued on page 3 Blunt’s campaign last May at

Jesuit Schools Network Colloquium
Laughlin, Linhares, and other
administrators travel to Xavier
U. to partake in Jesuit Schools
Network Colloquium to sustain
Ignation vision. Page 2

the website if they would lend
their design template to high
schools, Finucane was surprised to find the company
already does.
Loyola Academy in Chicago, St. Ignatius College Prep
in Chicago, St. Ignatius High
School in Cleveland, and
Creighton Prep in Omaha
were some of the Jesuit high
schools already using the app.
After several months of
working out the details and
settling the costs, the app was
finally accessible for SLUH to

New faculty joins SLUH
Several new SLUH employees talk
about their lives pre-SLUH and
tell us what they hope to contribute in their time here. Pages 5, 8
SLUH sponsored summer trips
Jr. Bills went intercontinental this
past summer, including tours of
most of Europe, Taiwan, Costa
Rica, and Camden, New Jersey.
Pages 6-7

the Kirkwood-Valley Park
office location as a Regional
Victory Director, as an intern.
Perryman is in charge
of voter contact for congressional district two. His duties
vary but include meeting with
university students, planning
canvassing, scouting out walk
books, and doing some voter
contact activities like knocking on doors and making
phone calls to residents.
Perryman also contacts,
interviews and organizes other interns, and coordinates

continued on page 4

SoccerBills remains undefeated
Golazo! The soccer team won
its fourth game in a row, handily defeating Parkway South and
Gibault.
Page 9
Football racks up another win
The Jr. Bills faced off against Ladue last friday and walked away
with a 35-7 victory despite several cramps and a few hair-raising
plays. Page 9

he one-stop shop that
used to be counseling has
split into three departments:
school counseling, college
counseling, and the Learning
Center.
The school and college
counseling departments, being right across the hall from
each other, will still be very
interconnected throughout
this year because each college counselor is paired with
a school counselor and both
have the same students to
work with.
All three departments
meet together weekly to coordinate their efforts on their
projects, and the directors of
each branch also meet weekly
to steer the Student Support
Services ship in the right direction for this year for each
of their individual departments.
“With the change comes
a different emphasis and focus for people that have been
doing a particular job for a
long time in their roles as
educators and professionals
to adapt to the new structure,”
said Principal Craig Hannick.
“To support them in those
changes, we have several
planning days in September
that I’m working with each of
the departments to help them
work as three groups to help
make this transition more
fruitful.”
On Wednesday, each
of the directors of the three
branches of Student Support Services gave a presentation to freshmen parents
on the new model of school
counseling, college counseling, and learning consulting
for this year and the future.
The school counseling
department has Director of
School Counseling Nina See,
school counselors Mary Michalski and Kent McKenna,
and part-time school coun-

continued on page 4
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Faculty attend Jesuit Schools Network Colloquium, with focus on identity
BY John Burke
REPORTER			

H

undreds of the nation’s
leading Jesuit educators
met at Xavier University in
Cincinnati, Ohio in June for
the Jesuit Schools Network
Colloquium.
Several members of St.
Louis U. High’s faculty attended, including President David
Laughlin, Assistant Principal for Mission Jim Linhares,
Theology teachers Danielle
Harrison, Dan Finucane,
and Robert Garavaglia, math
teacher Stephen Deves, librarian Lynn Casey, and history
teacher Tim O’Neil.
The Jesuit Schools Network (JSN) holds as its mission to “initiate programs and
provide services that enable
its member schools to sustain their Ignatian vision and
Jesuit mission of educational
excellence in the formation
of young men and women of
competence, conscience, and
compassion.”
The colloquium was
designed to “provoke in
educators from institutions
throughout the Jesuit Schools
Network a deeper analysis of
who we are, what we are doing and how best we might
move into the future,” according to its website.
The format, which is

the beginning, so I just kind and former SLUH faculty
of went into it with an open member and graduate Eric
mind,” said Deves. “It was very Clark on compassion and
exciting to be able to meet and race.
get to know people across the
“They were really wellcountry who are doing the received at this conference
same things that you are. And, and they did an outstanding
as time went on, it ended up job,” said Laughlin.
being a really nice way to col“It was incredibly inspirlaborate, to share ideas, to talk ing,” said Deves about the
about what we’re doing in our speech. “She (Harrison) is so
school, what works and what passionate and inspirational
doesn’t.”
in saying that this is someEach colloquium, the thing that we can do and work
JSN chooses a main theme to on, and we will work on and
center around. This year that create strides toward.”
theme was “deepening awareOverall, the colloquium
ness, calling for action.” The ended up being an informaphoto | courtesy of Mr. David Laughlin collaboration that occurs in tive and eventful session for
the colloquium allows for Je- the SLUH attendees.
From left: Math teacher Stephen Deves, theology teachers Danielle
suit educators to decide how
“For me personally what
Harrison, Dan Finucane, and Rob Garavaglia at the colloquium.
they can fix the issues that ev- was exciting was this feeling
spread out across five days inThe most important which was really well done,” eryone is facing, issues such as that we’re kind of all in this tocludes both keynote speakers parts of the colloquium are said Laughlin on the presen- the environment and race.
gether with one Jesuit mission
and group sessions as well as the speakers and reflections tations.
One of the highlights of across the country and across
some breakout sessions about about Jesuit themes in the
Another main aspect of the week was a keynote given the world,” said Deves. “It was
a variety of topics that a rep- schools. It is designed to make the week is the spiritual side. on those themes by Harrison a wonderful trip.”
resentative chooses to attend. the representatives from all
“I would say the shared
photo | courtesy of Mr. David Laughlin
Mass is also included in the over the nation pause and time of Mass when you see a
colloquium, which is held ev- think about whether or not body of 500 people who are all
ery three years.
what they are doing is best in working in Jesuit high schools
“We get together every line with Jesuit ideals.
across the world, those are
three years for a combina“There were compelling powerful moments,” said
tion of (determining) spiri- presentations I went to on a Laughlin.
tual identity of our schools, variety of topics … I went to
The colloquium offered
the best practices and various one on something that sounds time not just to reflect on each
programming that happens in kind of boring about em- representative’s school, but
our schools, and (listening to) ployee handbooks, but from also each person’s own spiria lot of professional presenta- a Jesuit Mission perspective tuality.
tions and conferences,” said it was really good. I went to
“I was very unsure of
Laughlin.
a session on pornography what it was going to be like at Theology teacher Danielle Harrison speaking at the colloquium.

New Canvas course assists seniors English department spends day off
campus discussing curriculum
and counseling department
Drew Patritti and Ste- would benefit from these.”
emerged: reading,
BY

(continued from page 1)

was to provide students with
time to finish the course if
they didn’t make time on their
own,” said Crimmins.
The counselors used the
course as a way of organizing
all of the detailed information
about the Common Application into one place.
“In the past, we have
used handouts, PDFs, and
written instructions, but we
wanted something that students could look at as they go
question by question through
the Common Application, as
if a counselor is sitting next to
them and guiding them,” said
Crimmins.
There were two parts to
the course that guided students through the process of
filling out the Common Application and applying for financial aid.

When the seniors completed the two sections of the
course, they had two short
quizzes to prove that they had
taken the course and learned
the important guidelines.
“I found the course very
helpful. I had a lot of questions from working through
the Common App that were
answered as I went through
the course,” said senior Thomas Leeker.
Another part of the
course was the guide for letters of recommendation by
teachers and counselors.
“The students and their
parents had to fill out reflections on their time at SLUH
and their classes, so the counselors and teachers can write
better letters of recommendation,” said Crimmins.
Even though the course
had to be turned in by Aug.

19, the college counselors
have decided to leave the program open for the whole year.
This allows students to use the
material as their handbook
and go back to review any
information they have questions about.
“It is good to be able to
revisit the information if I become confused at any point in
the rest of my journey to college,” said Leeker.
Finally, the Canvas
Course has allowed the counselors to get to know their students better than past years.
“This process allows me
to connect more with students and better address their
questions, rather than just
firing details at them during
a counselor meeting,” said
Crimmins.

phen Ocampo

REPORTERS		

T

he St. Louis U. High English department went off
campus to St. Louis University last Friday to discuss the
long-term curriculum planning and goals.
“It was like combining
a retreat day with a meeting
day,” said English Department
chair Steve Missey.
The English department needed more time than
regular faculty days or before
school meetings allow for this
kind of long-term planning.
“It takes a full day … an
hour meeting just doesn’t cut
it,” said Missey.
During this full day away
from campus, the department
shared laughs, enjoyed lunch,
and, most importantly, addressed their plans for the future of SLUH English.
“It’s about a bunch of
friends talking about something they care about,” said
English teacher Sean O’Brien.
“I think any department

On their day away from
school, the English teachers
focused on goals for the English curriculum as a whole,
rather than individual classes.
“What we are looking to
do is to step back and look at
the four year curriculum in
the English department in a
deliberate way,” said Missey.
“We came up with initial
statements about what kinds
of things we would like students to be able to do at the
end of their four years (here at
SLUH). ”
The English department
has made innumerable changes and tweaks to individual
courses over the years, such as
recently replacing Catcher in
the Rye from the sophomore
reading list last year, but they
have not been able to step
back and look at the overall
four-year program in almost
30 years.
When generating ideas
about goals and skills the
department wants for its
students, three categories

writing,
and miscellaneous skills, including learning skills and
habits.
No immediate changes
were made to the curriculum
as this meeting was just the
beginning of a longer process.
The next step in the
process will be to refine and
agree on the list of statements,
which later would be followed
by possibly exploring different
curriculum styles and techniques from other schools, or
outher outside research.
This time next year, the
English department will be
anticipating another similar
off-campus meeting day to
make those next steps, ultimately getting closer to improving the four-year English
program for the benefit of
both the students and teachers.
“We’ve got our work cut
out for us this year and we’ll
approach it at the time given,”
said Missey.

Pray.sluh.org connects schools in prayer
(continued from page 1)

A screenshot of the Canvas college counseling course for seniors.

start using, beginning in the
2016-17 school year.
The home page of the
app opens with a new picture
and quote each day, meant
to direct one’s thoughts into
a meditative state. Below the
picture, much like the Lenten
reflections, appears the daily
Gospel or New Testament
reading, followed by a reflection and a short prayer.
The reflections are written by anyone involved in
Jesuit institutions, including
volunteers, theology teachers,
and Jesuits.

However, what’s unique
to SLUH’s app is the ability to
override the national content,
and replace it with reflections
from parents, students, and
teachers. Adult members
of the community will be
scheduled to write reflections
on Fridays, and students on
Wednesdays.
The app also includes a
section for prayer requests,
which are submitted to Finucane and Beugg.
Another component of
the app is a reminders option
in the bottom left hand corner
that allows one to set a time

for prayer. Like an alarm clock
or timer, it will send a notification for when it is time to
pray, or start the Examen.
Ben DuMont, Director
of Communications at SLUH,
who attended some of the
early meetings with Finucane
about implementing the app,
thought the end result has
turned out well.
“I think it’s an incredible resource for the SLUH
community because it makes
something that’s so important
to our mission easily accessible,” said DuMont.
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Conversation: Flanagan reflects a year after son’s death
(continued from page 1)

year he was actually teaching
and coaching cross country
and so he was coaching girls.
He had run cross country
here for a couple years, but I
had coached girls for about
ten years in the 1980s, so he
would call me, and we would
talk about what kind of work
outs would be best for the
girls to do, and we did that every Sunday night for the first
season. That was really cool;
I really liked that, so that was
one of the things. But we just
talked about what he was doing out there, what we were
doing here. He eventually got
married, had a son, and certainly talked about his family,
but just the normal stuff.
SC: If you could bring
yourself back to when he was
alive and think about your
time with him, what qualities
did Tom exemplify? What was
the personality about him that
you really enjoyed?
TF: In looking at all the
pictures, he was always smiling, and Colorado was the
perfect place to live because
he loved the outdoors, and I
always liked the outdoors. He
obviously was into biking; that
was something really important to him. He made a lot of
friends, a lot of good friends.
He was a thoughtful guy too,
so when you’re having a conversation with somebody that
things, it’s just nice. You sit
down, and we could, in the
evenings, we’d often talk for a
long just about whatever, and
it could be a lot of things, it
could be politics, it could be
music, could be St. Louis U.
High.
SC: Let’s talk about cross
country because he started
at SLUH, so how did cross
country form him as a person? What are the values he
learned from cross country?
TF: The summer before
he was going to be a freshman
year—actually, that was going
to be the first year that I was
teaching too—we started on
the same year, so we trained
together over the summer, so
he had a head start on most
of the guys that came in, and
he won his first few races. And
I think he was pretty pleased
with that. As the season went
along, the other guys kind of
closed the gap, and he had
some kind of a respiratory
thing during the year, and that
sort of set him back a little bit.
I think one of the things
that he even struggled a little
bit with when he was running
cross country was—maybe
because of his success and I
think he was pretty driven
person—when he saw himself
as capable of winning a race he
was able to run strong. He sort
of faltered when he saw the
race getting away from him.
It was a struggle—I think we
all have that a little bit: when
things are going well, our confidence is in full swing, and
when we start to doubt ourselves, (we falter).
I think Coach Linhares
is a guy who leaves a mark on
the students that he coached.
I know he carried that with
him. Really, I know that
whenever he saw Coach Linhares, he always made a point

of talking with him.
SC: Moving on to biking, how did biking really play
a role? I mean, he loved it so
much—he obviously dedicated so much time to the sport,
so how did that play a role in
his life?
TF: He did have some
difficulty with injury while
running. One of the things
that would bother him was
his back, so as he got into
adulthood, he started biking
instead of running for fitness,
and I think he really enjoyed
it. And Colorado, again, is a
great place to bike; there are a
lot of trails and bike paths and
things, so he just developed a
real passion for it.
He was a big fan of the
Tour de France. They have
some bike races out in Colorado, and he would always
watch a lot of those, and he
actually—in 2013—there’s a
thing called the Gran Fondo.
There’s a few of them in different states, but it was in
Colorado, and it’s in Golden
because there is the mountain
right there to climb up. There
were three divisions, and he
won the division he was in, so
I think he was pretty good at
it, and that was part of what
drove him: the desire to be
better and better at cycling,
and he had a challenging hill
to climb right where he lived,
so that’s kind of his daily
route, you know, if he was just
going to get on the bike and
go for a ride, he would ride on
Lookout Mountain and come
back down.
On the evening that he
was killed, he had been out of

town due to his job. He had
worked for the (National)
Parks Service, and he would
travel to sometimes some of
the different parks. So he had
just come home, and as he
would ordinarily do after a
day at work, he might go ride
the bike, and then the family
was going to go out for dinner.
This time, as he was coming
down the mountain, a drunk
driver was on the wrong side
of the road, and in the circumstances of the spot, he really
would have had no time to react. I can’t imagine that flash,
moment before impact, but I
don’t think there was much
in-between, realizing he was
going to be hit by this car and
when the impact took place.
SC: You said you and
Tom were both talented outdoorsmen and you both loved
what it was about, so how did
you connect as father and son
over that bond, and if you
could also talk about his National Park Services work, I’d
appreciate that.
TF: There’s kind of a
missing piece in there too.
My younger brother, two
years younger than I, we were
good buddies, and when he
was in college, he worked
at Glacier Park in Montana.
He got hooked up with the
Park Service, and he really is
an outdoorsman: he climbs
mountains and he’s also Tom’s
godfather. So they did a lot of
things together out in Colorado. The hardcore outdoors
stuff that Tom did mostly
came as a result of him tagging along with my brother
and then kind of learning how

		

to do things and then getting
to the point where he was the
equal or even the surpassing
of my brother in some of the
things that they did. There
was a big connection there.
I, being here, didn’t participate in a lot of those things
directly. A little bit vicariously, but you know, in on the
conversation, certainly two
people really close to me were
a part of that, so you know,
that’s where a lot of the climbing mountains or ice climbing
or things like that would take
place. It’s just kind of in connection with my brother.
And the Parks Service
job just sort of happened. He
actually started out teaching at a Catholic high school
in Colorado, went back for
a Master’s degree, ended up
studying geography, something to do with mapping, and
he ended up with an internship at the Park Service offices. And he ended up turning
that into a job, and one of the
things he was responsible for
was making sure that when
the government was implementing change in any of the
parks, that they did it in a legal
fashion, that they were following what the government said
they had to do. He would travel from one park to another in
this capacity.
SC: Just one final question—is there anything else
you want to say about your
son Tom?
TF: I don’t know where I
would go with that. Obviously,
we all miss him, and it’s still
hard to believe he’s not here.
My wife and I did go out the

3

weekend of the 21st. He died
on the 21st, it was a Friday, but
that was leap year, so this year
it was a Sunday, and we were
out there just because it just
sort of seemed like it’s where
we needed to be. It’s kind of
where we feel a special closeness to him, and we’re still
blessed; we have four other
boys, so that’s a blessing for us.
We just have to kind of continue on, and we’ll miss him
for the rest of our lives.
Editor’s note:
The content that originally appeared in this space was
removed from the online versions of this issue on May 16,
2017 by the editor in chief and
moderator of the Prep News.

81.1 Corrections

On page 4, the policies article did not continue. The last quote should have read: “‘It is about recognizing that
the phone doesn’t really have a place and is not needed for students with other devices,’ said Linhares.”
On page 3 and 12, we referred to one of our contributing photographers “William Walsh.” It should be William Wallisch.
On page one, the news teaser about football coach Gary Kornfeld said that he will leave after 30 years. He will actually
leave after 40 years.
On page eleven, our Sports Photo of the Week accidentally named the two seniors in the picture as Andrew Clair and
Tony Adams. They are, in fact, Mitch Batschelett and Tony Adams.
On page twelve, we said that one of the new teachers would be Mr. Robert Esswein. It is, in fact, Mr. Richard Esswein, as Robert Esswein is a senior. We also misspelled Br. Matt Wookers; it is Wooters.
On page seven, we reported that the photo of Mr. Joe Schulte was taken by Adam Hilker. It was taken by Mr.
Bob Hilker.
The Prep News regrets these errors.

comic | Kevin Gerstner and Cameron Spence
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Howard, ‘13, drafted by Astros
but remains at TCU

BY Sam Goedeker
CORE STAFF		

T

he Houston Astros drafted Former St. Louis U.
High pitcher Brian Howard ,
’13 in the 17th round of this
summer’s Major League Baseball draft.
Howard, now a senior
at Texas Christian University
(TCU), credits most of his
success to SLUH, where he
played four years of varsity
baseball for head coach Steve
Nicollerat
“Besides baseball and
how much I learned on the
field, Coach Nicollerat taught
us so much off the field and
really took us under his wing
teaching us how to become
better men,” said Howard.
Howard, who pitched in
state championships at SLUH
and three straight College
World Series, was a highly
sought-after pitcher in this
year’s draft, even though he
was pretty set on going back
to college.
“I’m just not the kind
of guy who can go to three
straight College World Series,
not win one, and walk away. I
have to go back for one more
year to try to win it and leave
it all out on the table,” said
Howard.

The draft was a little
strange for Howard, who said
he kind of paid attention to the
draft during the first day even
though he didn’t expect to be
drafted since he had already
told teams he was planning to
return to TCU for his senior
year. Still, multiple teams contacted him the first two days,
asking him if he would come
down from his target signing
deal to leave college.
He had something else
to worry about: Texas A&M.
While the draft was taking
place, TCU was playing in the
College World Series quarterfinals against Texas A&M.
It was Saturday, the third
day of the draft, and Howard
had been warming up in the
morning, when he got on the
team bus and looked at his
phone.
“I just was checking
Twitter and when I refreshed
my timeline the tweet said
‘one second ago right handed
pitcher Brian Howard of TCU
was drafted by the Houston
Astros’. So I sat down and
said, ‘Guys I just got drafted’
and everyone clapped and
high fived me. It was a little
surreal for me,” said Howard.
Howard, who didn’t expect to get drafted was a little

surprised by the whole situation. The Astros were very
kind about the whole affair
and let Howard worry about
his task at hand, the College
World Series.
Later that day, Howard
pitched in TCU’s 4-1 win,
which sent them to the semifinals against Texas Tech. TCU
made it to the finals, where
they lost to Coastal Carolina,
who won their first ever national championship.
After the College World
Series ended, the Astros began putting offers on the table
for Howard. The Astros put a
really nice offer on the table
causing Howard to reconsider
his plan. However, he wasn’t
going to budge from his mission to go back to college.
“After talking with my
family and coaches, I realized
that I wasn’t finished at TCU,
and that I wasn’t ready to
start my professional career,”
said Howard. “So I had to tell
them sorry and I hope they
will draft me next year.”
Howard and TCU hope
to end the 22-year drought for
the Horned Frogs and win a
College World Series in 2017.
			

Student Support Services splits
into three departments, moves into
transition year
(continued from page 1)

selors Mary Michalski and
Kent McKenna, and part-time
school counselors Fr. Bob Poirier, S.J., and Dave Mouldon.
Mouldon, for this school year,
will be doing a half-and-half
stint in the school and college counseling departments,
gradually shifting over to fulltime college counseling, according to Director of College
Counseling Kevin Crimmins.
Br. Matt Wooters, S.J., a social worker who is working in
campus ministry and school
counseling for six months,
will also assist them.
The school counseling
department will cover everything from course scheduling to freshman transition
from grade school to personal
counseling. Before, they were
handling everything for the
student in terms of SLUH
and college, but with the split,
the school counselors have
a chance to focus more on
their programming, which
will line up with their goal to
best serve SLUH students and
families.
“While (the students are)
here, if they have difficulties or as they navigate their
way through high school,
(parents) want to know that
they’re cared for,” said President David Laughlin. “That
love and that interest on the
part of a parent, I think, is
what we’re attempting to do
our best to grow into and reflect in Student Support Services.”
Programming for the
school counseling department will include more en-

gagement programs outside
of SLUH—specifically in the
summer—for students to participate in. They are also looking at possibilities for special
interest groups, which would
have a group of struggling
students meet to discuss topics such as anxiety or grief.
“We want that to happen
for every student here—everybody’s going to have a different story,” See said. “And to
be able to every day be that
person that says ‘There is no
blueprint’ because God has
that blueprint inside of you.
Let’s take the time to figure
out who you are and what you
want.”
One project coming under the school counseling
department’s wing is career
choice for students. Though
they may not have done a lot
with careers in the past, See
sees the school counseling department connecting students
with opportunities—in the
summer or during the school
year—that align with their career choice.
“It’s not ‘what do you
want to do?’ It’s ‘what are you
passionate about?’” See said.
Working with the parents
of the students is key for the
school counselors. Programming in their branch, the college counseling branch, and
the Learning Center branch
all allow parents to get more
involved on every grade level.
The college counseling
department is now made up
of Crimmins, college counselors Kate Kindbom and
Elaine Todorov, and school
and college counselor Dave

Mouldon. Each college counselor has around 74 seniors,
while Mouldon has 54 due to
his split.
“The goal of this entire
change is that we just want to
provide the most comprehensive, student-focused counseling that we can,” Crimmins
said. “We’re hoping that we
can provide more depth of
content, better focus, all with
the objective of keeping the
student and his needs at the
center of the equation.”
The college counseling
department—besides implementing a slew of new programs for this year and future
years to come—will work with
seniors to help them in completing the Common Application and utilizing Naviance
for their college process. The
department required seniors
to take a Canvas course on the
Common Application over
the summer.
“I’m the type of guy
who is always wanting to try
new things, that’s always willing to be proven wrong and
learn from my mistakes,” said
Crimmins. “I just want to try
to, incrementally, over time,
try to develop a program that
serves the needs of our families. We’re just going to try to
create a very responsive college counseling program that
continues to evolve as the
college process continues to
evolve, as our families continue to evolve and change.”
In order to communicate with all students’ parents
about the financial aid process, the college counseling
department will hold a finan-
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Students, alumni play active
role in Blunt campaign

photo | Nick Perryman

Students at the Roy Blunt office on August 2.

(continued from page 1)

other groups that work with
the campaign.
A political science and
Mandarin major, Perryman
took this semester off of his
studies at Mizzou to help out
with the campaign, and once
he had settled in he began recruiting other SLUH guys to
help out.
Those recruited include
seniors Roman Visintine,
Luke Gasset, Joe Rogan,
and Sam Goedeker, as well
as juniors Tommy Rogan,
Michael Bradley, Sean Hennessey, Buck Chevalier, and
Sam Lockwood. Most began

working on the campaign towards the end of July. Levels
of involvement vary, but most
people would work a few days
a week.
“In the summer I was
usually volunteering three
days a week, all day,” said Gassett. “A typical day would be
calling people on the phone
and we occasionally go doorto-door.”
Most high school volunteers stick to phone calls and
knocking on doors. In fact
Visintine has the most knocks
out of anyone on Roy Blunt’s
campaign in the entire state.
One might wonder why

a teenager would want to
dedicate his summer making
phone calls to strangers and
knocking on doors.
“I love politics, and when
you walk into the office the atmosphere is so great because
it is a bunch of like-minded
people hanging out and talking about something they care
about, you go in there and you
just automatically are having
fun joking around. It’s just
a bunch of buddies hanging
out,” said Goedeker.
That environment was
the biggest reason that people
love to do this so much; not
only are volunteers a part of
something bigger, but they
also get to stretch their legs
and get a taste of the political
world while hanging out with
friends.
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Nick Perryman, ’15, and senior Sam Goedeker at the Blunt office.

cial aid 101 class for sophomore parents, a financial aid
201 class for junior parents,
and will hold a FAFSA completion workshop for senior
parents in September.
The Learning Center
has Director of the Learning
Center Bob Poirier, S.J. and
learning consultants Connie
McDermott and Erica Nemechek. Poirier will be doing a
part-time stint in the Learning Center and the school
counseling department this
year.
In addition to helping
students with study skills, organizational skills, and executive functioning, the learning
consultants are assisting between 80 and 100 students a
year who either have a learning difference or academic
difficulties, according to McDermott, though they are
open to any student willing to
improve his academics.
“Another goal is to work
with students and parents to
put more of the responsibility with a student who’s in the
Learning Center on the students’ shoulders—that there
be more ownership by the student,” said Poirier. “Our core
belief is that students really
want to do well, and we really

want to go about our services
so that there would be greater
self-responsibility.”
The learning consultants
work very closely with the
school counselors, and now
will be able to provide the
college counselors with more
background on the students
in the Learning Center.
In the works for the
Learning Center is an executive functioning course,
which would be implemented
to assist students in training their cognitive skills. The
Learning Center also provides
extended time testing, homework supervision, and continues to work with teachers
who give them tips on certain
students that may need help.
The strategic planning
process, Imagining 18, which
completed its closing convocation in 2016, started with
six “Visionary Groups” that
were the core pillars of the
planning process. The provided description for the “Counseling Services” group was “In
addition to academic prowess,
students need the social, personal and emotional support
from a professional counseling program that not only
helps them develop into wellrounded individuals, but also

provides the guidance needed to elevate their sites and
achieve their full potential at
the university level.”
This split into three separate departments allows the
members of each to focus on
the students in a more direct
way, whether that be college
counseling or study skills.
This was also highlighted on
SLUH’s new website on the
“Student Support Services”
page under the “Academics”
tab.
Hannick and Laughlin
are currently working with
the three departments on “delineating roles and responsibilities and helping to provide
structure,” as Hannick put it.
One of those actions was hiring new administrative assistant Marina Chura—wife of
Russian teacher Rob Chura—
who will continue to work
with all three department directors during the transition.
“There are pros and cons
in every model, but with the
programming that we hope
to evolve out of this model, I
think it’s a good model to follow in terms of having people
direct their energies in a specific area,” Hannick said.
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Esswein, ‘78, returns
home to teach Latin
BY Joseph Reznikov
NEWS EDITOR

I

f you walk into the Foreign
Language office and see a
new face, don’t be alarmed—
it’s just new Latin teacher,
chess club moderator, and
track and cross country assistant coach, Rich Esswein ’78.
After working as a tax
attorney for 20 years, Esswein dropped everything and
became a high school Latin
teacher in 2004. Now, after
twelve years of teaching experience from Gateway Academy and Lafayette High school,
he has come back to his alma
mater.
“One of the things that
had the greatest impact on me
throughout life was my education here, and especially the
Latin program,” said Esswein.
“So I wanted to give back to
my old school and the Latin
program in particular.”
After graduating from
St. Louis U. High in 1978,
Esswein went to Saint Louis
University where he double
majored in accounting and finance . After graduating from
law school, he spent the next
20 years of his life as a tax attorney, specializing in corporate international taxes.
“It was a very narrow
area of the law, but one that I
liked. I thought it was a lot of
fun,” said Esswein. “I was hap-

at Lafayette, opened up right
before the start of the school
year. Esswein took the job
and taught there for six years,
which he enjoyed immensely.
He also took multiple graduate level courses in Latin in
the midst of his teaching.
Esswein still stayed connected to SLUH during the
years that he wasn’t a student
or teacher. He sent his two
sons, Joe ,’12 and John ,’14 to
SLUH. Esswein also coached
pole vault for the track and
field team from 2010 to 2015.
“When the position
opened up here, I decided to
make the move and come back
home,” said Esswein. “The Jesuit Latin teachers—George
Pieper and Paul Distler—are
who led me to want to be a
teacher. They had a huge impact on my education.”
So far, students have been
very happy with Esswein, his
style of teaching, and his demeanour in the classroom.
“I think he’s great,” said
senior Adam Kleffner. “He’s
funny and seems like he
knows what he’s doing.”
Kleffner has known Esswein since kindergarten,
when Esswein coached him as
part of the St. Catherine Laboure chess class.
“He can talk to anyone,”
said Kleffner. “I’ll see him after church on Sundays and I’ll
stay there half an hour past
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py for that time. But I often
found myself daydreaming a
lot about being a teacher. It’s
kind of one of those jokes that
you half believe but not really. Like, ‘Ah, some day I’ll be
teaching high school Latin.”
His dreams became a reality in 2004, when he accepted a job at Gateway Academy,
teaching seventh and eighth
grade Latin. However, after
the school closed in 2009, Esswein was forced to look for a
new job.
Through “the hand of
God”, as Esswein put it, a position for a new Latin teacher

Mass because all he likes to do
is talk. He admits it too and
that’s what makes it funny.”
While there is a bit of
anxiety with starting a new
job, Esswein is happy to be at
SLUH and is excited for what
the year has to offer.
“I just want to give the
guys a good ride. To see authentic literature and function
with it, to be able to look at
it and work with it,” said Esswein. “Latin’s important to
me but it’s also just a vehicle
about your guy’s education
and helping you guys grow.”

Interest in writing?
Artistry? Photography?
Research?
The Prep News is for you.
Any writers, artists, and/or photographers who are interested in participating in the Prep News are invited
to come up to the Prep News office
(J220) right after school today.
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Becvar comes from
Fort Zumwalt West
with political and
historical prowess

Southerly eager to instill
passion in students
through English

BY Matthew Quinlan
REPORTER			

S
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Andrew Pluff and
Komlavi Adissem
BY

NEWS EDITOR, REPORTER

H

aving completed her
Ph.D. last spring, Dr.
Kaitlin Southerly has joined
St. Louis U. High English department, where she will be
taking over two sections of
freshman English, and two
sections of the senior Alienated Hero class in the fall and
American Literature in the
spring.
When a spot opened up
in the English department,
Southerly was chosen after a
long process.
“She has a very agile
mind,” said English Department chair Steve Missey. “She
has lots of great reading and
writing experience, she is a
passionate scholar, she’s charismatic, she’s warm and human, a good storyteller, she
was just very impressive, right
from the first time I met her.”
Originally an anthropology major, Southerly became
an English major after taking
an inspiring English class her
sophomore year of college.
“It was one teacher that
opened my eyes to a completely different way of looking at English and literature,”
said Southerly.
Southerly earned her
undergraduate degree from
San Diego University and
her Master’s and doctorate at
Arizona State University. That
adds up to 11 years of posthigh school education.
Southerly comes from
a very close-knit family that

consists of her parents, siblings, in-laws, and husband.
She is expecting her first child,
a girl, in late October or early
November.
Originally from Scottsdale, Ariz., Southerly came
to St. Louis hoping to teach
students to learn a new way to
look at literature and English,
as her professor once did for
her. She also wanted to feel a
sense of community, a sense
that she would be at home
teaching here.
“The mission of the
school, it was important to me
to be at a place that not only
valued education, but valued
community. The Jesuit background was something that really called to me, and I wanted
to be a part of a place like this,”
said Southerly. “There’s something special about it, and you
learn that very quickly.”
Southerly was at first nervous about being new to the
staff as well as the hallways.
However, she was quickly reassured by the greetings she
was met with from both students and faculty.
“Well, I hope to make this
place my home for teaching
for a long time. I’m excited to
be a part of it,” said Southerly.
“I’m excited to be back full
swing in the spring semester,
and see that my freshman students grow and maybe end up
in one of my senior classes in
a few years. But for me, right
now, it’s more of a here and
now; this is where I am and
this is where I want to be. I see
my career being at SLUH.”
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t. Louis U. High welcomes
history teacher Sarah
Becvar.
After receiving her Bachelor’s degree from Southeast
Missouri State and her Master’s from Arkansas State,
Becvar began her teaching
career at Confluence Prep
Academy, a charter school
in downtown St. Louis. She
taught there for two years
before going to teach at Fort
Zumwalt West for the next six
years.
“I taught U.S. History
for a year,” said Becvar. “And

because I have the time in the
day to do that, put more work
into my classes,” said Becvar
“I like the trust that it
seems we put in students here,
I think it’s really great when
I go outside during Activity
Period or just during the day
and I see students gathering at
all kinds of different places on
campus, that didn’t really happen at Zumwalt,” said Becvar.
“It seems like students here
are more entrusted to do what
they need to do and be where
they’re supposed to be, and I
think that’s really neat.”
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then I’ve really been teaching
AP Government and Politics,
which I’m teaching here, and
I taught that for the last three
years at Zumwalt.”
A chief difference between teaching at Fort Zumwalt and SLUH for Becvar is
the larger amount of time that
she has to plan classes, now
only teaching four periods
a day, instead of the six she
taught at Zumwalt.
“I think I’m gonna end
up growing as a teacher here

Becvar is teaching U.S.
History and AP Government
and Politics, and she is currently a moderator of the
Youth in Government club.
She is also hoping to become involved in the retreat
and service programs here at
SLUH.
“As I get used to being
here, and get more comfortable here, I’m only gonna
want to continue to want to be
more involved,” she said.
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Seven seniors, two chaperones serve in one of America’s most dangerous cities
Prep News

TRIPS

September 2, 2017

Volume 81, Issue 2

BY Charlie
REPORTER		

McGroarty

ences that day. Then they’d eat
dinner, reflect a little more,
and head to their cots for
some well-deserved sleep.
But the main draw of
the retreat is not only the opportunity to serve those who
need it, but also to gain a little
bit of perspective for yourself.
“It’s a good way to get a
sense of, first of all, the broader church,” said Vitellaro.
The experiences can also
be put to good use here in St.
Louis, as both Vitellaro and
Schuler explained how the
relationship between Philadelphia and Camden are very
similar to the relationship between St. Louis and East St.

S

ix rising seniors and two
teachers went on this
year’s Urban Challenge trip,
traveling to Camden, N.J. for
five days to work with different service groups and see
poverty with their own eyes.
During the five day trip, the
students and teachers worked
with the disabled, the poor,
and the hungry, and reflected
on what they’ve done and
what they can do.
Camden is one of the
most dangerous cities in the
United States, which is ironic
as it’s in New Jersey, the second richest state in the United States. The students and
teachers stayed at the Romero
Center, an education and retreat center in Camden.
Rising seniors Sam Chechik, Sam Bott, Ben Bott,
Salvatore Vitellaro, Andrew
Modder, Jack Connaghan,
and Jimmy Coen were accompanied by math teacher Dan
Schuler and science teacher
Kathy Chott on the trip. The
team had met twice before
for preparation meetings, one
focused on team building and
bonding while the other focused on planning and preparation.
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Seniors weeding a garden at the Neighborhood Center.

Three other schools were
part of the experience: two
local schools from New Jersey and one from Maryland.
Breakfast was served at 8:00
a.m. and one school would
lead the others in a prayer
service afterward. Then the
groups would leave for their
projects at 9:00.
Besides the Romero Center, four other service groups
were a part of this experience: the Abigail House, St.
Bartholomew, the Neighbor-

hood Center, and Cathedral
Kitchen.
At the Abigail House, the
group worked on nursing and
rehabilitation with the elderly
in three different wards: one
for rehab, one for nursing, and
one for patients with mental
and physical disabilities.
At St. Bartholomew, a
local church, students played
with young kids and children
at a summer camp.
At Cathedral Kitchen,
they helped serve food to the

Jr. Bills go on first ever summer
trip to Taiwan

poor, and at the Neighborhood Center they packaged
and shipped enough food
to feed 3,000 people around
Camden.
Each day, the group
would go to one of these four
service sites, with each site rotating among the schools. The
group would get back to the
Romero Center at 3:00-3:30
p.m. and spend the rest of the
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott
afternoon learning about the
Seniors
Jack
Connaghan
(left)
and
Salvatore
Vitellaro (right)
history of Camden, praying
making salad.
and reflecting on their experi-

Students tour Europe through
SLUH for first time since 1999
BY Liam Connolly and Ben
Klevorn
CORE STAFF, REPORTER		

		

F

The Taiwan group during their trip.
BY Ben Frailey
REPORTER

O

ver the summer, 11 of St.
Louis U. High’s Chinese
students had the opportunity
to travel around Taiwan to experience the culture that they
learn about in class.
This was the first time
St. Louis U. High has offered
a trip to Taiwan; in past years
Chinese students have gone
to China, but Chinese teacher
Yude Huang decided to add
some variety this year.
“I’m from Taiwan, so it
was easier for me to show my
students around and show
them what my hometown is
like,” said Huang. “I was excited to show my students
the culture and the people.
They’re very friendly.”
From June 1 to June 10,
the group explored the four
largest cities in Taiwan. Unlike most St. Louis U. High
language trips, the Taiwan

trip had no structured classes
or formal Chinese education.
Instead, the travelers focused
on immersing themselves in
the culture and learning by
interacting with the Taiwanese people.
“I loved that I could see
students enjoy the tour and
that they got to speak Chinese,” said Huang.
While in Taiwan, the students experienced firsthand
the differences in culture between the United States and
Taiwan. In many of the cities,
they visited night markets.
“The night markets
would have to be my favorite out of everything,” said
senior Michael Harris. “Each
individual night market had
something new to offer.”
With the success of this
summer’s Taiwan trip, Huang
has decided to continue offering it. In order to avoid sacrificing the China trip SLUH
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has offered in the past, Huang
decided to alternate China
and Taiwan every year. He is
excited to return to Taiwan in
2018, and already has plans to
restructure the next trip.
“Next time I will do my
own trip instead of relying on
a company for our itinerary,”
said Huang. “I will go to different places next time to get
more of a sightseeing side of
Taiwan instead of going to cities.”
With the success of
SLUH’s first trip to Taiwan,
students can look forward to
many future visits.
“Even if you don’t take
Chinese you should probably
go over there and experience
it,” said Harris. “I would definitely go back if I had another
opportunity.”

Louis, and how we can better
serve the people of both communities.
“It’s a way to immerse
yourself in what it is like to
live below the poverty line,”
said Schuler. “No matter
where you are in your journey, you can still grow.”
People can use the experiences of packaging lunches
to serving the disabled to reflecting on their day to grow
as a person and grow in their
service toward others.
To become a part of the
Urban Challenge, contact Simonie Anzalone in Campus
Ministry.

ourteen students in the
class of ’16 traveled across
the Atlantic Ocean to Europe
for 14 days this summer accompanied by P.E. teacher
Patrick Zarrick and science
teacher Bradley Mueller.
“This was the first group
I took to Europe since 1999,”
said Zarrick. “And at that time
I was just thrown in as a last
minute sub. This trip, though,
the OAC (Outdoor Adventure
Club) was in it from the start.
It was half touristy and half
outdoor activities, just like
one of our typical trips.”
The group, all members
of the OAC, flew out from
Chicago on July 10 and had
a layover in London, England. Their plane landed in
Brussels, where their journey
across Europe started. From
there, they spent time in Munich, Karlsruhe, Salzburg,
Switzerland,
Amsterdam,
and Brugge. The students did
many fun things, and one of
the most popular was playing
soccer on the University of
Karlsruhe field.
“We had a lot of fun. I

think the boys represented
SLUH very well, they were
respectful, and they got along
well,” said Zarrick.
Zarrick was pleasantly
surprised by the cleanliness
and food at the hostels where
they stayed. The group visited
many museums, including
Mozart’s home, the Van Gogh
museum, and the BMW museum. The group also got
to hike the Swiss Alps near
Engelberg and Mount Titlis in
Switzerland.
“In Munich we got to see
a ton of churches,” said Mueller. “We got to see a Jesuit
Church that was very popular.”
The group drove from
city to city in rented passenger vans, which both Mueller and Zarrick drove. While
a lot of events were planned,
the group also took advantage
of free time and acted on its
curiosity for the foreign landscape. On the six hour drive
from Salzburg to Switzerland, the group travelers they
stopped for a stretch break
and went for a swim in a lake.
“People just started running over, taking off their
clothes, and jumping in,” said
Jonathan Williams, ’16.

SLUH Europe travelers climbing a mountain.

While others went paragliding, seven of the group
stayed behind to watch the
Tour de France as it passed
right in front of their hostel. Williams, Alex Keil, and
Chris Campbell, lacking flags
or anything remotely patriotic, painted U.S.A. on their
chests with Nutella chocolate
spread to cheer on the American riders in the race.
“Watching the Nutella
dry and attract flies as we
stood outside was quite entertaining, I must say,” said
Zarrick, who stayed with the
students to watch the race.
Some of the students,
along with Zarrick, got the
chance to go to Tomorrowland, one of the biggest music
festivals in the world, which
was held in Boom, Belgium.
The students also had plenty
of time to wander and experience the city centers in Amsterdam and Brussels to take
in the culture and food.
The OAC is planning to
repeat last year’s white-water
rafting trip over first exam
break, the ski trip for upper classmen over Christmas
break, and a Seattle-Vancouver area trip over the summer
of 2017.
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Irish Lit trip explores new territory, visits
Northern Ireland

Students “take a
break” in Costa Rica
BY Niles Bernabe
REPORTER			

S

The Irish Lit students at Silver Strand in Glencolmcille, Co. Donegal.
BY Galen Bacharier
FEATURES EDITOR

A

handful of St. Louis U.
High Irish Literature
students, accompanied by
English teachers John Kavanaugh and Bill George, visited
Ireland this summer on a trip
that has been offered since the
class of 1994.
Kavanaugh and George,
who had both been to Ireland
multiple times, made efforts
to see and do what they’ve
been unable to in the last few
years.
The group stayed in
northern Ireland, a region unfamiliar to the group. In addition, the trip was extended a
day more than its usual 12.

“We had never stayed
(in northern Ireland) before,
it was new to us,” said Kavanaugh. “It was well worth it,
though.”
The group was in Dublin in the midst of a massive
celebration for the centennial
of the Easter Rising, an Irish
revolution in 1916. As a result, Dublin was bustling with
countless
commemorative
happenings and events.
A visit to the residence of
U.S. Ambassador to Ireland,
Kevin O’Malley, was a highlight of the trip, as the group
got a full tour of the first floor
and got a peek at the ambassador’s guest book, which
featured Bono, the Irish band
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U2’s lead singer, as well as vice
president Joe Biden visiting
the week following the group’s
trip.
The trip was dominated
by the outdoors and nature, as
is the norm, and included visits to Macgillacuddy’s Reeks,
the famous Glasnevin Cemetery, and a walk along the Giant’s Causeway, the remnants
of a volcanic eruption.
“Most of the standard
things that we do involve a lot
of walking and climbing,” said
Kavanaugh. “A lot of outdoor
activities.”
Included in the countless natural escapades was
a hike up the Conor Pass, a
treacherous road on the Din-

gle Peninsula leading into the
mountains. On their way up,
the group spotted a bit of an
oddity.
“We saw this guy windsailing,” said Kavanaugh. “He
just jumped off this cliff with a
parachute. It was pretty crazy.”
The trip was a massive
success, demonstrating to the
seniors the evolution of Irish
culture they had learned all
year while providing no shortage of fascinating events and
incredible sights.
“The group was a very
diverse group of guys but
proved to be a special one to
be with,” said Jeremy Konzen,
’15. “I completely enjoyed being with all of them.”
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even SLUH students had
the opportunity to go with
Spanish teachers Myriam
Aliste and Charles Merriott
to Costa Rica. This summer,
from June 12 to June 21, students were able to interact
with locals, view the natural
beauty of the Costa Rican
landscape, and take part in
many different excursions.
The students stayed in various
hotels throughout the trip and
traveled primarily by bus.
“Basically it’s a vacation,”
said Merriott. “It’s not necessarily just for Spanish students, although it’s really good
for them because they get a
chance to use their Spanish,
but also it’s a chance to really
observe the biodiversity that’s
found in the Costa Rican
countryside.”
Some students also took
this opportunity to experience the more human aspects
of the country.
“I really enjoyed being
able to learn about the language and culture first-hand,”
said senior Peter Spezia.
Activities ranged from
horseback riding to rafting
and even a tour of a coffee
plantation. SLUH students
bused from city to city sightseeing and experiencing Costa Rican culture all along the
way.
“There wasn’t a point in
the trip where I was bored,”
said senior PJ Cox. “There
also wasn’t a point in the trip
where I felt like we were being forced to do something;
everything felt natural.”

Students visited the capital city, San José, along with
many other smaller cities such
as Nuevo Arenal.
“We hopped off the bus
when we took a break from
driving through the mountains,” said Cox, “and we
found this waterfall and we
went down to the base of it
and we were ten feet away
from it.”
Students enjoyed the
sights while hiking, zip lining,
and relaxing on the beach.
Students were also able to
develop their conversational
Spanish through interactions
with the locals and on the
bus rides between cities and
towns.
“We visited this small
elementary school just for
fun and watched them play
around,” said senior Ben Spezia. “They put on a little show
for us.”
There was also some
unstructured time each day
where the students could go
wherever they pleased in between guided tours and bus
rides.
“We always hoped that
while they were on their free
time they would go out in
town and be forced to use
their Spanish,” said Merriott.
Students can expect some
changes to the Costa Rica trip
next year.
“Mr. Anderson is probably going to go and talk about
the biodiversity that we see in
Costa Rica,” said Meriott. “So
I’m sure there will be some
of his biology students there
too.”

Eiffel Tower, Arc De Triomphe,
Study abroad experience in
Montmartre, highlight France trip Russia; Jr. Bills visit St. Petersburg
Rob Garner
highlights of Chartres includThe students all had a and Moscow
ed a cooking class, where the great time, according to juBY
REPORTER			

S

everal St. Louis U. High
students,
along
with
students from Nerinx and
Chaminade, took part in an
exchange trip to France this
summer, sightseeing major
and minor attractions as well
as going to many different restaurants during their threeweek trip.
After hosting students
from France last fall, the St.
Louis students got to go and
see France for themselves.
According to French
teacher Suzanne Renard, “We
took our time, enjoyed the
people watching, ate fabulous
meals in tiny restaurants, and
we spoke lots of French.”
The group landed in Paris on the first night and took a
45-minute drive to the neighboring town of Chartres,
where the travelers spent their
first 12 days. During this time,
they made trips to Mont St.
Michelle, a church located on
an island. In order to reach it,
they had to walk across a six
and a half kilometer stretch
of mud and quicksand. Other

group learned to make eclairs,
and a trip to a French school
in Chartres.
After the 12 days in
Chartres were over, the group
headed back to Paris to spend
the final seven days seeing all
the famous sites. They saw the
Eiffel Tower, the Arc De Triomphe, and Montmartre. Renard even managed to make a
side trip over to the neighboring town of Lyons to establish
an Educate Magis connection
with a brother Jesuit school.

nior Rory Butler.
“It was great, almost everyone got along. It was an
eye-opening experience, seeing how big the world really
is,” said Butler. “Despite the
stereotype, French people are
really nice, they do smoke a
lot. Oh God, and the espresso!”
Overall, the trip was a
rousing success. So much so
that Renard plans to go again
next summer with another
group of students.

BY Craig Grzechowiak
REPORTER			

Chura.
Overall, the students had
his summer Mr. Chura a very positive response to
once again took ten of his their foreign learning environRussian III students to St. Pe- ment.
tersburg and Moscow, Russia.
“The classes were easier
The trip, which lasted in St. Petersburg, they fofrom June 17 until July 2, in- cused more on conversation.
cluded 12 days of learning I also think the environment
in St. Petersburg at St. Louis helped,” said senior Matthew

U. High’s exchange school
Quinlivan. “My skills definite—St. Petersburg Gimnaziya ly improved, especially from
#209, followed by three days hearing the language. There
of sightseeing in Moscow. The weren’t a whole lot of comstudents all stayed with host munication issues between my
families with student sponsors host family and me.”
While in Moscow the
that attend St. Petersburg GimSLUH students visited several
naziya #209.
“I think of the experience places and took a tour of the
as more of a study abroad ex- city.
perience rather than a vaca“My favorite part of the
tion. The boys had to go to trip was when we went on this
class every day from 10 a.m boat ride tour of Moscow re.until 1 pm and had to write ally late at night. It was just a
a paper at the end of the trip,” really cool experience,” said
said Chura.
senior Cory Thomason.
The trip went very
Although the students
were in Russia, parts of their
smoothly.
“We didn’t have any prob- trip still felt like the United
lems, none of our flights were States.
“St. Petersburg was a lot
photo | courtesy of Mrs. Suzanne Renard derailed and the boys behaved
The French group under the Eiffel Tower.
with their host families. They cleaner and more unique than
got a lot out of it I think,” said Moscow, which was more of a

T

dirty, Western city,” said Quinlivan.
Despite parts of the trip
feeling very Western, the students managed to have several
tourist experiences.
“One of the most notable
things from the trip has to be
when were all standing in line
to go to this palace and this
German thought we were just
dumb Americans cutting the
line because we didn’t know
any better and started yelling
at Mr. Chura,” said Thomason.
On the last day of the
trip everybody involved—the
SLUH students, the St. Petersburg Gimnaziya #209 students,
and all the parents—there was
a big farewell get together at
the school. Everybody had the
chance to stand up and speak
to everyone about their experiences.
“The big payoff is that
the boys are really able to absorb the culture they’ve been
learning about instead of just
reading about it in a textbook,”
Chura said, “They start to see
things with Russian eyes a little
bit.”
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From Russia to SLUH: Another Chura joins the Scott Schoonover joins
family
theatre department

photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto
BY Andrew Pluff
NEWS EDITOR

A

second Chura has joined
the St. Louis U. High
community: Marina Chura,
who will be serving as the
administrative assistant in
the counseling office. Her job
consists of helping to schedule student appointments and
keeping the counseling department in order.
Originally from St. Petersburg, Russia, Chura attended Herzen Russian State
Pedagogical University in
Saint Petersburg, where she
majored in teaching English
(to Russian students) and elementary education.

“I moved to the U.S. the
same year I graduated from
the University,” said Chura.
“Also, that spring Rob and I
got married in St. Petersburg,
and decided to move where
his family was, which is here
in St. Louis.”
She has nearly 20 years of
teaching experience at three
locations, beginning with one
year as an assistant teacher at
Andrews Academy, a small
private school in Creve Coeur.
“By then there had been
enough time to have my transcripts and teacher’s certificate translated, evaluated by
an agency that specializes in
foreign diplomas, and submit-

ted to the personnel office of
the Archdiocese of St. Louis,”
said Chura.
After that process was
finished she could move to
her own classroom and continue her career. She taught
for two years at Sacred Heart
in Valley Park, then moved
to St. Joan of Arc, where she
taught for 16 years.
“St. Joan of Arc was and
is a wonderful community.
The school is a place where
kids feel welcome and at
home, and the parish is active in supporting the school,”
said Chura. “In all the years,
it always felt more than just
a work place, it was amazing to witness how dedicated
my colleagues were. Many of
them have become lifelong
friends.”
The position of Administrative Assistant to the Counseling Department is a newly
created position in light of
this year’s counseling department expansions. When Chura learned of the opening, she
was eager to apply.
“With my children growing up—my daughter a senior
in high school already, and
my son entering high school
next year—I just felt like this
was the time to move on,” said
Chura.
When it came to choosing someone for the job, Chu-

Figge hired, will assist Linhares
and Muskopf
BY Miguel Cadiz and Joseph Reznikov
REPORTER, NEWS EDITOR

A

fter working with payroll, human resources,
and as an Employee Service
Specialist (ESS) for three and
a half years in the field of security, Lori Figge has moved
on to a new chapter of her life:
working as SLUH’s new administrative assistant and athletics administrative assistant.
She began the job in
June, and has enjoyed it immensely from the start.
“Every day has been so
much fun,” said Figge. “There
was so much energy that came
through the halls on the first
day of school that you could
just feel it. It was great.”
At SLUH, Figge will be
working alongside Assistant
Principal for Mission Jim
Linhares as an administrative assistant. She will also be
working with Athletic Director Chris Muskopf as athletics
administrative assistant.
As administrative assistant, Figge helps Linhares
with his day-to-day work as
well as assisting teachers in
whatever way possible. As
athletics administrative assistant to Muskopf, Figge does
things such as updating rosters, putting sports schedules
in, and communicating with
MSSHA.
“Mrs. Figge has been a
huge asset to the SLUH community since she joined our
staff,” said Muskopf. “She
brings tremendous energy, a
warm smile, a positive attitude, and a multitude of abili-

ties to her role and the projects of which she is a part.”
Though Figge’s office is
located in the Main Office and
she has to work on both the
administrative and athletic
sides of things, it has not been
difficult going back and forth
between the Field House and
the main building
“At the beginning of time
when I first started here, I was
going to the Field House quite
often just learning the ins and
outs of different things,” said
Figge. “But now I can do a lot
of the sporting things from
my desk.”
Figge is no stranger to
SLUH; her husband, Rick
Figge, has worked at SLUH as
the Director of Maintenance
for 10 years.

“He always talks about
SLUH and what a great place
it is,” said Figge. “Loving
people and how everyone is
just family here. If you have
a question, they don’t have a
problem saying ‘Hey, come on
in here—we’ve all been there.’”
“No matter what, I’ve
always worked with people,”
said Figge. “I love being
around people.”
Three months into the
job, Figge already feels extremely comfortable and happy to be at SLUH.
“I’ve been happy ever
since I walked in the door,”
said Figge. “There are lots of
different challenges because
I’ve never worked in a school
before, but I’m learning a lot
of different things.”

photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto

ra held all the qualities that
the department needed.
“It was really like the
stars aligned,” said counseling
director Nina See. “She had
everything that was needed
for the job, plus she was just
very welcoming and friendly.”
Staying in the educational setting was important
to Chura, as she still wanted
to work with students in a direct way.
“Getting to work with
students, having personal relationships with motivated
students like there are at
SLUH, that was one thing that
drew me to SLUH specifically,” said Chura. “So far everyone has been so welcoming
and kind, the transition has
been relatively seamless.”
Although her job includes working on computers, scheduling appointments,
and keeping the department
organized, getting away from
it is important to her too.
“I enjoy traveling with
my husband and kids, both
here in the US and internationally. I also really enjoy
reading,” said Chura. “Some
people like to unplug by
watching a movie or playing
a video game. Reading to me
has always been the best way
to relax at the end of the day.”

Killeen
covers
Spanish
classes
while
Aliste on
sabbatical
BY Brad Gale and David
Gordon
REPORTERS

T

here is a new Spanish
teacher at St. Louis University High: Michael Killeen,
who has come to SLUH as
an interim teacher to help
instruct some of the Spanish
classes while Myriam Aliste is
on sabbatical from work this
year.
“I got a call one night
from Jim Linhares saying that
they were in a bit of a pinch,
that his son was lined up to
teach the Spanish class and
got a promotion in his current
job and decided to take it, and
Jim found me through a mutual friend,” said Killeen.
Killeen has worked with
the arts and Spanish in high
schools for years, and described how he taught at Jesuit schools in Denver such as
Arrupe and Regis, as well as
working around wherever he
was needed.
“I was working with Jesuits in Louisiana, Kansas City,
and Denver. There I taught
art and Spanish classes and
towards the end of my university studies I started tu-

photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto
BY Matt Dorsey and Riley
McEnery
REPORTERS		

O

ne of Saint Louis U.
High’s many strengths is
its incredible theatre department. Scott Schoonover has
been involved in the SLUH
theatre community for about
four years, working behind
the scenes. He has served as an
outside contractor, designing
and painting sets for SLUH
plays and musicals since the
production of Little Shop of
Horrors in 2012. This year,
Schoonover will be taking
over for Tim Moore, who had
been a member of the SLUH
theatre department until the
end of the last school year.
Schoonover will continue to help build, paint, and
design sets for SLUH theatre
productions, as well as teach
Theatre Tech for the first time
this year in place of Moore,
who taught the class in previous years. Schoonover will be
teaching students about the
basics of theatre set building
and the behind the scenes aspects of theatre.
As opposed to his previous work at SLUH, this
toring Spanish 101 and met
with about five students a
week,” said Killeen. “I was
kind of filling a bunch of different roles, mostly subbing
in as a TA and wherever these
schools needed me.”
Killeen wasn’t sure how
he would fit into SLUH at
first, but was quick to discover
his immense satisfaction with
the school.
“I was a little nervous to
start teaching and have my
first full classroom. I have four
of them but having worked in
the Jesuit schools I feel very
at home here. It’s been a lot
easier than imagined,” Killeen
said. “I owe that to feeling
comfortable in a very familiar
environment in the spirits of
the Jesuits.”
Killeen is a native to St.
Louis, having gone to school

position will give him an opportunity to collaborate with
students, something that he is
really looking forward to.
“Before, I didn’t have a
lot of involvement with the
students. I’m excited to develop relationships and work
with them on productions,”
said Schoonover.
Schoonover will also be
involved with SLUH crew this
year, a group of students and
faculty members who work
together to form the behind
the scenes parts of shows.
They fix lighting, operate curtains, build and paint sets,
and design different sets and
props for each performance.
Needless to say, SLUH crew
is a vital part of the theatre
department here at SLUH
and it is in good hands with
Schoonover.
Schoonover will be
working on his first show as
head of theatre tech in this
Fall’s production of And Then
There Were None. He looks
forward to another great year
in the SLUH theatre department.

here for a majority of his life
before joining the Jesuits and
later deciding to become a
teacher instead.
“I am a native St. Louisian; I went to St. Clement of
Rome grade school and from
there I went to Kirkwood
High School. I did two years
of college before joining the
Jesuits for about 16 months
before discerning to leave,
and most of that time was
working in Louisiana.”
Killeen is happy to have
been given the chance to work
at SLUH and hopes to gift
spiritual and Spanish knowledge onto the students while
Aliste is out.
“I have confidence in the
young men here, and how
they carry themselves is impressive,” said Killeen.
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Soccer overcomes first deficit of year, has
first multi-goal game

Leeker and Kelly
ready to lead XC into
Granite City

Jack Waters
REPORTER

Andrew Modder

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity
soccer team extended its
winning streak to four games,
defeating both Parkway South
and Gibault this past week.
Looking to stay undefeated after starting off the season
with impressive wins against
Chaminade and Jeff City, the
No.7 ranked Jr. Billikens hosted Parkway South on Monday.
The game started with a
shocking blow to the U-High.
About four minutes into the
game, an overhead pass was
played into the box by a Parkway South player, only to be
stifled by junior center back
Kurt Schumacher. However,
when Schumacher touched the
ball after the tackle, the referee
blew his whistle and called a
back-pass, believing Schumacher played the ball back to
his keeper intentionally.
“It was a pretty rough call,

SPORTS EDITOR

H

Senior Donovan Ditto in this past Monday’s game against Parkway South.

there wasn’t really anything
we could do from a defensive
standpoint,” said senior right
back Jeff Walter.
Parkway South was

awarded an indirect free kick
just inside the 18-yard box.
The free kick was passed right
to the Parkway South player’s
foot, who blasted it into the

photo | Brendan Voigt

net, giving SLUH their first
deficit of the season.
However, as SLUH fell
behind, the players didn’t lose
hope.

continued on page 10

SLUH defense shuts Rams down in 35-7 football win
Nick Prainito and Brian
Price
REPORTERS

T

quick punts and returning a
fumble for 30 yards to set the
offense up well.
In the second quarter, junior linebacker Jared Scott recovered another Ladue fumble. After a 31-yard carry by
junior Daniel Terry, Batschelett held on to the ball as he
shoved his way across the goal
line from a yard out. Just a
minute later, Terry picked off
a Ladue pass, and Clair quickly rushed in for his second
touchdown of the game. The
Jr. Bills went into the locker
room at the half leading Ladue 28-0.
“I was really excited
about how we played the first
half,” said head coach Gary
Kornfeld. “I don’t know if we
could’ve played (it) better.”
The defense continued
to shine in the third quarter,
with an interception by senior safety Tony Adams and
a forced Ladue fumble. In the

opening minutes of the fourth
quarter, Clair rushed for another touchdown, and Rogan
hit his fifth extra point of the
night. Ladue would finally get
on the board later in the quarter, but SLUH easily held on
to gain their second victory of
the season.
“Going in, I would’ve
thought Ladue, as good as
they were, could’ve scored
three scores on us. So it’s a
pretty good feather in the cap
to our defensive guys that they
only got one,” said Kornfeld.
Despite having to battle
his way through several leg
cramps, Clair totalled 136
yards and three touchdowns
on 23 carries, and his ability
to grind out yards at the line
of scrimmage allowed the offense to keep possessions going.
“I didn’t have the breakaway speed,” Clair said about
his leg injuries. “My cuts

he St. Louis U. High football team rolled to a 2-0
start to the season last Friday
night, defeating the Ladue
Rams by a score of 35-7. On
a hot August night with multiple injury timeouts due to
cramps, the Jr. Bills defense
was excellent, holding the
Rams silent for three quarters of the game. The offense
was spectacular as well, led by
running back Andrew Clair
and quarterback Mitchell
Batschelett. In their first two
games, SLUH outscored their
opponents 85-23.
After the coin toss, Ladue
received the ball, three plays
later, SLUH had forced the
Rams to punt. After several
rushes and a reception after
the SLUH takeover, Batschelett took off from the Rams
31-yard line, though fumbled
the ball several yards from
the end zone. Teammate Zach
Millman was nearby to scoop
it and fall into the endzone for
the first Jr. Bill touchdown.
Kicker Joe Rogan tacked on
the extra point, and SLUH
had an early lead.
“Scrambling is like my
last option,” said Batschelett.
“Obviously we have really, really strong receivers and a really strong running back. But
the offensive line did a great
job of opening up holes, so
when I was presented with the
opportunity, I just decided to
take off.”
A couple of fumbles later,
Clair ran for a 39-yard touchdown. The extra point attempt
was good, and at the end of
the first quarter, the Jr. Bills
led Ladue 14-0. The defense
photo | Brendan Voigt
was solid throughout the
Senior Andrew Clair in last weeks game against Ladue.
quarter as well, forcing three

weren’t as quick. Really, I was
just trying to get back to the
line of scrimmage and then
gain as many yards as I could
from there.”
Batschelett
completed
11 of 16 passes for 102 yards.
Those 11 passes found the
hands of seven different receivers, as Batschelett efficiently spread the ball around
the field to keep the defense
off balance.
Batschelett attributes the
high number of different receivers to how the defense was
playing the game. “They were
double-covering (Adams) a
lot, so that option was gone.
But the other receiver… did a
great job of stepping up.”
Leading the way for the
defense was senior middle
linebacker Henry Herzberg,
who was all over the field,
garnering 10 total tackles.
Herzberg said he primarily
focused on run defense first,
and would then step back into
coverage if necessary.
“He’s just a very aggressive, smart player. He sees
things very well. We could not
be happier to have him back,”
Kornfeld said of Herzberg.
Tonight the Jr. Bills face a
tough test, playing at Chaminade at 7:00 p.m. The Red
Devils are 2-0 on the season,
and are number ranked No. 1
in the STLToday rankings for
Class 5, while SLUH is ranked
No. 6 among Class 6 teams.
Despite the rankings,
Batschelett is confident. “I
have great weapons around
me,” he said about this week’s
game plan. “For me, it’s just to
not make mistakes and just
kind of manage the offense. I
think the rest will take care of
itself.”

eading into their final
year at St. Louis U. High,
senior cross country captains
William Kelly and Thomas
Leeker look to take on a leadership role and instill their
knowledge and passion into
underclassmen runners for
the upcoming seasons.
Kelly had never run cross
country before SLUH. He entered high school planning to
run track in the spring, and
even tried out for the soccer
team in the fall before getting
into cross country.
“I was originally interested in track, but my parents
had convinced me that doing
cross country would help me
out with track and help me
stay in shape,” said Kelly.
Kelly began his trek to
senior captain as a member of
the JV and freshman teams in
his first two years at SLUH. As
he continued running, he saw
his potential as a future varsity
runner.
“I think the biggest reason I (run) is because I love
the satisfaction you get from
improvement,” said Kelly.
“With other sports, you don’t
necessarily get to see how direct your improvement is.”
And Kelly’s improvement
has shown in his times in races, especially last year when

is very knowledgeable about
the sport but also has a lot of
fun with running,” said Leeker.
During his freshman
year, Kelly was able to experience the State meet with
fellow current senior captain
Joe Laughlin, who had invited
him to watch.
“When we got there,
there were like 25 kids from
SLUH painted blue, looking
crazy, just running around,
and it was great to see that fan
base,” said Kelly.
In addition, the two got
exposure to a State Championship team as freshmen, and
Kelly recalls seeing the joy and
joviality of the team after winning State due to a scoring error. He especially looks up to
the achievement of Thomas
Hogan, ’15, who came in 19th
place.
“Seeing how he developed as a runner and put
faith in his running was really
cool,” said Kelly.
As he heads into his final season, Kelly hopes to do
more than run better times or
win more races; he hopes to
build up the camaraderie he
has experienced over his first
three years on the team.
“What I would like to do
with (my) leadership position
is give back to all of the virtue and all the positivity, the
faith, all the life, learning, les-
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Senior Will Kelly in last year’s Forest Park Cross Country Festival.

he broke his personal record
by over a minute and ran a 5K
in 16:41.
As an underclassman,
Kelly struggled with finding
joy in racing, but as he has
grown as both a runner and a
person, he has found the fun
in competition.
“During competitions,
the way Coach Joe Porter
phrases it is a celebration of
all the hard work you’ve done,
and that’s kind of my mantra
when I go into a race,” said
Kelly.
“Will is awesome because
he has the great quality of being a very serious runner who

sons that I’ve learned from all
the people going through this
program,” said Kelly. “(I want
to) instill passion into people
to realize you’re part of something bigger than yourself, to
believe in yourself, and lastly
to find faith in your talents.”
Looking ahead, Kelly is
unsure whether he can compete at a high college level,
but he is considering maybe a
Division III school. But, if that
does not pan out, he will continue to run on his own and
perhaps be on a club team.
Leeker came into SLUH
much in the same way Kelly

continued on page 10
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No. 7 ranked Soccer team
continues to roll
(continued from page 9)

“We knew we had enough
time, ability, and effort to
come back,” said senior captain Brandon Trusler.
The Jr. Bills had all three
of those things. Though the
team had only scored one goal
in its first two games, SLUH
pushed the ball forward and
maintained possession in the
Parkway South half, creating
multiple scoring chances.
With four minutes left
in the first half, SLUH finally
broke through and tied the
game when junior left back
Pietro Nicastro ran down the
wing and hit the ball with his
left foot, taking a high bounce
towards the goalie who tipped
the ball into the net.
After the goal, the Jr. Bills
decided to switch up their
lineup, moving junior captain
Cam Verzino up into the midfield. Just a minute after the
position change, Verzino netted his first goal of the season
for a 2-1 halftime lead.
“It was good to get the
feeling of being down. From
that point on, we were perfect,” said junior goalkeeper
Alec Meissner. “Coach (Martel) always says we have a lot
of heart, so I mean we really
showed it in that situation.”
In the second half, senior Donovan Ditto extended
SLUH’s lead. Ditto flew by his
defender, took one touch on
the ball, and buried it into the
right side of the net. After the
goal, Martel decided to bring
in some new faces to make
their season debut.

SLUH kept the pressure
on, as seniors Luke Marcoullier and Nick Baumer had
scoring chances throughout
the second half, but the match
ended in a solid 3-1 victory.
Another impactful player in the game was defensive
midfielder Trusler.
“Really, when Brandon plays well, it seems like
the whole team plays well. It
seems like everyone looks up
to him, with him being a captain. Everyone loves it when
he plays well,” said Meissner.
After a good night’s sleep
and a balanced breakfast,
SLUH quickly turned the page
in preparation for Gibault
Catholic High School, their
opponent on Tuesday.
After sitting through a
50-minute weather delay, the
Jr. Bills were ready to play.
“Coach Clark told us in
the pre-game speech that we
were gonna roll over them
and that we have to have that
mentality right away. Honestly, we were expecting to just
kill them,” said Meissner.
However, SLUH faced
their common problem, putting the ball in the back of
the net. After numerous first
half chances, SLUH finally
cracked the scoreboard with
fifteen minutes left in the half,
when sophomore Louis Vacca
scored off a rebound from
the shot of sophomore Alex
Lehmann.
“Obviously, Louis getting
that goal in the first half, that
was huge,” said Meissner.
The first half took a

choppy pace, with many fouls
and stoppages in play on both
sides.
“There were a lot of fouls,
a lot of dead balls. It just
wasn’t a good game. Once we
got that goal though, we were
like, alright, let’s take control,”
said Meissner.
The match went into
halftime with the Jr. Billikens
up 1-0.
At the start of the second
half, SLUH played with more
control of the game and the
outcome showed.
Lehmann bent the ball
around the wall and into the
net to give the U. High a 2-0
lead.
Lehmann struck again in
the last minutes of the game,
sealing SLUH’s 3-0 victory,
and giving Lehmann a threepoint game (two goals, one
assist).
Lehmann and Vacca, referred to as the “Super Sophomores,” have turned heads
with their impressive play.
“The sophomores are
playing really well right now.
It’s obviously inspiring because everyone sees that and
says ‘alright, we can do it, let’s
get it going,’” said Meissner.
The Jr. Billikens hold a
record of 4-0 going into two
weekend games against out
of town opponents. They will
play tomorrow against Glendale (Springfield) at 5:00 p.m.
and against St. Xavier (Louisville) on Sunday at 2:00 p.m.

artwork | Lancer Li

Dale and Feder qualify for State as
swimming wins Marquette Relays
Kyle Irvine and Matt
Godar
REPORTER, CORE STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High
Swim and Dive Team
broke open the floodgates of
the new season this past week,
with two meets attended and
two meets won in the Marquette Relays and against
CBC.
The team’s conference
debut came on Saturday with
the annual meet at Marquette.
The Bills managed to come
away with a first place finish,
beating out 12 teams from the
St. Louis and Cape Girardeau
areas.
In total, the team managed to nab four medals, all
silver, in the 400-yard medley
relay, the 400 freestyle relay,
the 300 butterfly relay, and the
300 backstroke relay.
“When you go up against
a State Champion in a relay
and win because our secondary swimmers are stronger
than theirs, it says a lot about
the depth of your team,” said
head coach Lindsey Ehret.
“It takes more than one good
swimmer to win a relay, and

Captains Leeker and Kelly hope to inspire XC
underclassmen to victory

Senior Thomas Leeker in a meet at Jefferson Barracks in 2014.

(continued from page 9)

did: he had one sport on his
mind, and that was not cross
country.
“I was looking for a sport
to do fall of my freshman
year,” said Leeker. “I came in
knowing I wanted to play lacrosse, I knew I wanted to do
something, just didn’t know
what . . . thought (cross country) would certainly keep me
in shape and I might as well
give it a try.”
Leeker, like Kelly, began
with his first two years on the
underclassmen teams, but in
his junior year got called up

to the varsity squad and has
never looked back.
Leeker takes pride in running because of how difficult
it is for him and in response
to all the cynics who don’t understand why someone would
go through the physical and
mental pains of running.
“I do find satisfaction in
running, and racing, and doing well. It certainly helps that
some people don’t know if
they can do it and so I find satisfaction in doing something a
lot of people think would be
tough,” said Leeker.
Leeker appreciates and

photo | Xavier Ludwig

enjoys the tranquility and
peacefulness of running, even
during the most competitive
races, and he also really likes
running with his friends either for practice or for leisure.
“Running with (my
friends) is awesome, and also
just having some time quietly
if I’m running by myself to
think and work and be in nature,” said Leeker.
“Thomas is one of the
guys I respect the most at
SLUH,” said Kelly.
At last year’s State meet,
Leeker felt his leadership role
for his senior year begin to

develop. Although he only
cheered at the State meet as a
spectator instead of running
for the team, he feels this is
one of his best memories of
SLUH cross country.
“Being part of the team,
getting to help them run at
the State meet, and the idea of
my role as partially a leader,
helper, and runner was a lot of
fun,” said Leeker.
Leeker has a personal
record of 18:08, which he
achieved last year. However,
like Kelly, he hopes to do more
than just run good times this
season.
“I would like to be a great
team captain and be a positive
example for the underclassmen and really help the juniors come into a leadership
role and take more responsibility,” said Leeker.
As he looks toward his
future in running, he wants
to focus on the community
aspect and the fun of running
more than hardcore competition. In college, he likes the
idea of being part of a running club where he can meet
people who share the same
passion he does.
Leeker and Kelly look to
kick off their final season with
a bang tomrrow morning at
the Granite City Invitational
at 9 a.m.

we’re lucky to have multiple.”
Junior Barclay Dale and
sophomore Joe Feder both
managed to qualify for State
in the 100 backstroke. Dale
posted a time of 54.49 seconds, while Feder swam a
56.43. Senior captain Andrew
Gammon also impressed and
contributed to the team’s
victory by placing second
among ten divers.
“Marquette
definitely
went really well for us,” said
Gammon. “It was important
to kick off the season like
this, and hopefully set the
precedent for the rest of the
year.”
The Bills continued their
success later in the week with
their first dual meet win of
the year. Squaring up against
CBC on Thursday at Forest
Park, the team managed to
rack up a score of 118 points,
easily triumphing over CBC’s
65 points.
Dale was deemed swimmer of the meet after he
managed to qualify for State
once more, this time in his
50 freestyle (22.59). Dale also
helped the 200 medley relay

team qualify. These qualifications for State were among a
total of five for the new season, including a qualification
from Feder in his 100 freestyle
(49.77).
“I didn’t expect to make
State in that event (50 free),”
said Dale. “I felt slow on the
second 25 yards and came
into the wall thinking I wasn’t
going to make it. I looked up
and had to do a double take
at that 22.59 just to make sure
that was actually my time.”
However, State-qualifying swimmers and impressive
depth were not the only factors in the team’s success kicking off the season.
“The team had some new
apparel, including some new
robes,” said Ehret, “I think we
can contribute the robes to
some of the success we saw at
CBC. The blue, fuzzy, smurf
robes helped us mentally
and by physically keeping the
team warm.”
Looking ahead, the swim
team will face De Smet at
home on Friday, Sep. 9.

Underclassmen
Sports
B Soccer

8/29
SLUH		
1
Parkway South
2
Key stat: Sophomore Jon
Broun scored the lone goal for
the Jr. Bills.
Key quote: “Our team is
struggling to find a rhythm
while in games. Our team is
strong. We are well coached
and have a lot of talent. We
will come out stronger than
ever, Monday vs. De Smet,”
said sophomore Brian Lymberopoulos.

C Football

8/29
SLUH		
19
Ladue		
20
Key stat: SLUH had a touchdown called back in the loss
to Ladue.
9/1
SLUH:		
Chaminade:

0
49

Next game: 9/12 vs. De Smet
Jesuit

B/C XC

Next game: 9/5 vs. De Smet 8/31
Jesuit @ Chaminade
SLUH underclassmen runners
traveled this past Wednesday
to the O’ Fallon Futures InviC Soccer
tational in O’ Fallon, Ill. Reed
8/30
Milnor won the sophomore
SLUH
4
race with a time of 16:44; Jack
Vianney 3
Buehring finished sixth and
Key stat: Freshman John Justin Koesterer took seventh.
Marshall scored twice, includ- Noah Scott placed second in
ing the winning goal.
the freshman race Mitchell
Booher third, and Ben Krieg8/31
er ninth.
SLUH
0
Priory
2
Jack Perry, Chandler Love, and
Alexander Rodgers contribNext game: 9/7 vs. Chami- uted reporting.
nade

TRIPS

September 2, 2017

Prep News
Volume 81, Issue 2

JV Football falls in
JV Soccer ties Gibault Catholic 1-1
heartbreaking fashion Ben Dattilo and Tommy fense, SLUH managed to keep vazza beat an opponent down
Rogan
pressure on Gibault’s side of field for a nice shot opportuto
Ladue
Rams
the field, and produced great nity that went high.
Will Smit Jr.
REPORTERS		

REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High JV
football team battled the
Ladue Rams in a hard-fought
27-20 loss on an otherwise
gorgeous Monday night.
The team hit the field and
within the first 15 seconds,
freshman running back Teriyon “Mookie” Cooper ran for
an 80-yard touchdown, weaving through multiple defenders before reaching the end
zone with ease. After a missed
extra point, a recurring theme
throughout the first half, the
score was 6-0 SLUH.
Tempers flared when the
kick returner from Ladue repeatedly pushed around junior Liam Armstrong, leaving
the two grabbing at each other
on the sun-baked turf. After
that brief quarrel, both teams
failed to score until the second quarter, when sophomore
running back Jaylan Jones
bodied up the Rams’ offensive
line, breaking through defenders, and vaulting himself
into the shimmering blue turf
of the end zone for a touchdown.
The Rams’ offense ignited
in the third quarter, as they
scored two touchdowns and
made successful extra points.
After Ladue’s second
touchdown, junior wide receiver Evan Kilgore caught
Ladue’s squib punt on the
30-yard line, leading to Cooper’s second touchdown of the
game, a 70-yard run to finish
the first half. But they still had
to conjure up enough stamina
and heart to shut down the vicious Rams under the bright
stadium lights.
Before the second half
started, the team huddled up
and listened to Jaylan Jones as

he delivered a pump up that
ended with, “When the lights
come on, the stars come out.”
At the start of the third
quarter, the score stood at 2013 SLUH, and remained that
way until the middle of the final quarter. After a number of
fumbles for both teams, Ladue
eventually took advantage on
a fumble that ultimately led to
a touchdown. With one swift
kick, the Jr. Bills found themselves tied with the Rams for
the first time since the beginning of the game.
The Rams used a 15-yard
equipment malfunction to
fuel a drive that ended with
Ladue’s quarterback sneaking into the end zone to take
the lead. SLUH put up a good
fight, but the Rams forced a
fumble, depleting the hopes of
the Jr. Bills.
Head coach Sterling
Brown described the game as
a “learning experience” and
especially emphasized the
costs of penalties during big
plays, which had significantly
contributed to the loss. Although the team’s efforts came
up short, Brown highlighted
the efforts of the offensive line
and the team’s ability to limit
the running game.
Cooper put up another
exceptional game, scoring two
touchdowns.
“I want to be the best, I
feel like no one can stop me
but me,” said Cooper.
As Brown looks forward
to the rest of the season, he
says, “ I don’t have a win-loss
expectation, it’s more of a
skill expectation that we learn
more as the year goes along.”
The Jr. Bills look ahead
together next game on Sept.
12 at St. Mary’s High School at
6:15 p.m.

T

he St. Louis U. High JV
soccer team played a hard
fought 1-1 draw game against
Gibault Catholic High School
this past Tuesday night.
The game started off with
a quick foul call outside the
18-yard line on junior midfielder Daniel Dewan.
“I was confused because
I barely touched the other
player,” Dewan said. “I wasn’t
really sure what I could expect
from the ref for the rest of the
game.”
SLUH carried on plagued
by incomplete passes, along
with two fouls from defensive
back Will Perryman.
“I was locking up the forwards, trying to push my team
up and force the ball through
the middle,” Perryman said.
“I like to play physical and set
the tone of the game early.”
With the aggressive de-

chances when forward Jacob
Gremaud ripped a shot from
the 18-yard line and junior
midfielder Jack FitzPatrick
had a head ball and shot, both
of which were deflected.
“We started moving the
ball really well and creating
a lot of chances,” FitzPatrick
said.
This good ball movement
paid off in the last five minutes
of the first half when Gremaud received a through ball,
allowing him to draw out the
goalie and beautifully assist
Buck Chevalier for the easy
1-0 lead.
“It was great to get the
lead and a first half shutout,
we were cooking in the first
half,” Chevalier said.
After about 45 minutes
of storm delay, the second half
was underway. Immediately,
junior forward Danny Fa-

“I was pretty aggravated
because I knew I could’ve put
the shot on goal,” Favazza said.
SLUH tried to mirror the
same energy as the first half,
but Gibault was firing back
and getting some cheeky uncalled fouls. They sent a ball
over the defense, passed it into
the middle, and put one in the
back of the net, tying the game
1-1.
The ball went back and
forth between teams until
Chevalier broke free from his
defender up top and carried
the ball into the box until he
was fouled from behind, earning SLUH a PK with five minutes remaining.
“It was an unreal environment in the second half
and I just felt inspired to try
and make a play.” Chevalier
said.
Head coach Tom Mc-

11

Carthy selected FitzPatrick to
take the PK. FitzPatrick set
up the ball and hammered it
towards the top left corner,
but Gibault’s goalie dove and
swatted the ball out of the air
with his hand.
“I was confident,” FitzPatrick said. “I always go bottom left so I was just trying to
do it how I did in practice. I
just put it little higher than I
wanted to and not far enough
left and the goalie made a
great save.”
SLUH scrambled around
the 18-yard box with the ball
in the final minutes of the
game, but couldn’t finish. The
game ended as a tie 1-1 and
SLUH stayed on the prowl for
their first dub.
The next JV soccer game
is on Tuesday Sep. 6, against
Rockwood Summit. The game
is at SLUH starting at 4:30
P.M.

Sports Photo of the Week

The Jr. Bills take the field against Ladue High School last Friday.

PN Puzzle Across

1 Type of angle less than 90 degrees
5 Victor _____, Batman villain
9 Last name of “The Hobbit”
author
11 In Pokemon games, you battle
the ____ Four
13 Abbr. for serious damage to the
spine
15 Scientific unit of electrical
resistance
17 Another name for a killer
whale
18 Game: _____ for apples
19 A deserved reward, phonetically sounds like a drink
20 Indefinite periods of time
22 Brand of body spray
24 Advanced Control of Energy
and Power Systems (Abbr.)
26 A Mexican stuffed tortilla food
28 Knocking down all the pins on
your second bowl
29 Not all heroes wear _____

crossword | Brad Gale

photo | Brendan Voigt

Down

1 Remember the ______!
2 “That” in Latin
3 Tic-Tac-____
4 A formerly common unit of
length
5 A popular type of Italian baked
noodle casserole
6 Perceive with your eyes
7 Form of “A” used before a word
that starts with a vowel sound
8 Striped African Horse-like
animal
10 Combat athlete that focuses on
leg strikes
12 Fossilized sap
14 Element with the symbol Ar
16 Surface of the ground
17 Singular
19 THEME OF PUZZLE: 1 across,
27 down, 25 down, and the title all
fit into this category
21 Syn. for weaponized knives
22 Primary unit used for land
23 Syn. for awesome/legendary
24 American University of Rome’s
shorthand name
25 Space-Time Algebra (Abbr.)
26 The sound a sheep makes
27 Symbol for Probability Theory
used in Stats (also aabr. of operator)

12
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Friday, September 2

AP
Snack—Texas Sweet Pretzel
Lunch Special—Chinese
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
5:00pm V Soccer vs. Springfield Glendale (Labor Day
Games) @ SLUH
7:00pm V Football vs. Chaminade

Around the Hallways
APES garden behind Field House renovated
The Advanced Placement Environmental Science gardens
were upgraded over the summer with a beehive. Along with
new plots and plans for replanting, the garden now hosts bees,
overseen by math teacher and beekeeper Frank Corley. The
Introduction to Environmental Science class also launched a
hot air balloon on Tuesday as part of its unit on climate. The
balloon contained cameras and sensors that took data in the
stratosphere, 70,000 feet above the Earth. It has since popped
and been recovered from its landing point in O’Fallon, Ill.
Alex Tarter, ’13 presents to Science Club
The SLUH Science Club hosted Alex Tarter as a guest speaker.
Tarter talked to 24 students and faculty through Google Hangouts about a technical presentation program called LaTex,
which is used in universities nationwide. LaTex is a free program used to produce professional looking papers, posters, and
presentations, and Tarter even used it for his presentation at
SLUH. “Alex actually started the science speaker series last year,
so it was only fitting that he was the first this year,” said Science
Club moderator Robyn Wellen.

Schedule R

Saturday, September 3

9:00am Cross Country @ Granite City Invitational
2:00pm V Soccer vs. St. Xavier @ SLUH

Monday, September 5

No Classes
10:00am B Soccer vs. DeSmet @ Chaminade (MCC 		
Tournament)

Tuesday, September 6

The APES garden in May of 2016.

photo | Mr. Bill Anderson

Schedule R
AP
Junior Retreat Sign Up
Snack—Mozzarella Sticks
Lunch Special—Country Fried Steak
Vegetarian—Grilled Veggies
4:30pm JV Soccer vs. Rockwood Summit @ SLUH
5:00pm V Soccer vs. DeSmet @ CBC Tournament
5:30pm Alumni Board Meeting
6:00pm B Soccer vs. Oakville @ SLUH (MCC Tournament)

National Honor Society discusses changes in policy
The National Honor Society met for their first meeting of the
Schedule R
year on Tuesday. Discussed at the meeting were the new service Wednesday, September 7
Freshmen Advisor Meeting
requirements, including 27 required service hours for seniors, AP
President’s Ambassadors’ Meeting
as opposed to the 36 of past years. Also it was announced that
Senior Retreat Sign Up
all service will be recorded via x2vol, and will be due at the
Snack—Pizza Sticks
beginning of April. Finally, it was announced that the NHS secLunch
Special—Hand-Breaded Chicken Strips
tion of SLUH’s website has been updated, and members will
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
soon be able to sign into the website in order to see exactly their
4:00pm
C Soccer vs. Chaminade @ SLUH
service requirements.

Thursday, September 8

Freshman parents meet for counseling presentation
In the wake of the separation of School Counseling, College
Counseling, and the Learning Center, the Student Support Services departments held a meeting for all freshman parents on
Wednesday night in the Si Commons to deliberate the missions
of each new department. The directors of each department—
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott
Kevin Crimmins for College Counseling, Nina See for School
Anna Chott in Campus Ministry on Tuesday.
Counseling, and Fr. Bob Poirer, S.J., for the Learning Center—
spoke alongside Principal Craig Hannick about the new strucPeace Corps member Anna Chott speaks to Pax Christi
This past Tuesday, Anna Chott, daughter of Science Teacher tural changes.
Kathy Chott, came to SLUH and spoke in Campus Ministry to
Pax Christi about her time in the Peace Corps. She spent two —Andrew Pluff, Joe Lux, Zach Hennes, Joseph Reznikov, Sam
years volunteering in agriculture in Paraguay. She brought her Chechik.
favorite dessert from Paraguay to share.

Coming Soon
in the Prep
News...
In issue 81.3, we will feature more artices on
new faculty members here, including Br. Matt
Wooters, S.J., Fr. Joe Hill, S.J., Fr. Paul Sheridan, S.J., and Mrs. Beth Chipley.
Plus, we will feature articles on some new
clubs and some reinvigorated ones at SLUH
this year, like the Technology Club, the Justice
League, the Young Conservatives, the Snow
Cone Club, Robotics, and the A Capella Club.

Sports Quote of the
Week:
“You miss 100% of
the shots you don’t
take.”
—Wayne Gretzky
		—Michael Scott

BABY RODEO—a roundup from 2016
Name: Augustus “Gus” Edwin Toussaint
Born: January 1, 2016
Weight: 8 lbs 7 oz
Length: 21 in.

Name: Lauren Josephine Carroll
Born: January 7th, 2016
Weight: 9 lbs, 10 oz
Length: 21.75 inches

Name: Maisie Ann Penilla
Born: January 21, 2016
Weight: 7 lbs, 8 oz.
Length: 21 in.

Name: Natalie Louise Ehlman
Born: March 5, 2016
Weight: 9 lbs, 10 oz
Length: 21.75 inches

Name: Olivia Anne Menne
Born: May 17, 2016
Weight: 6 lbs, 13 oz
Length: 19.75 inches

AP
Lunch
4:00pm
4:30pm
5:00pm
6:45pm

Schedule R
Activities Fair
Snack—Cinnamon Rolls
Special—Papa John’s
Vegetarian—Pasta
JV Soccer vs. CBC
C Soccer vs. Edwardsville @ SLUH
V Soccer vs. Vianney @ CBC Tournament
B Soccer vs. Vianney @ DeSmet (MCC 		
Tournament)

Friday, September 9

Schedule R
Sophomore Class Mass
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Shrimp and Fries
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
4:00pm Swimming vs. DeSmet
7:00pm V Football vs. DeSmet @ SLUH (Running of the
Bills)
		
AP

2016-2017 New
Chapel Expectations
Editor’s note: the following is an excerpt from Campus
Minister Dan Finucane’s email to the studeny body concerning chapel expectations.
There should never be food or drink in this space. If
you have a water bottle, stow it away underneath your seat
with your things when you come in. We ask that you do not
drink from it whenever you are in this space.
The chapel is a Tech Free Zone: students are not to use
devices at any time here in the chapel. We ask that you place
them underneath your seat with your things and do not use
them when you are in here in this space.
The chapel is not a space for homework. There are
many places in the school where you can do homework.
This is a space to set aside your work and find stillness in
the silence. Again, any work you have should be placed underneath your seat while you are in here.
The chapel is a place where the norm is for us to be silent. This is certainly true during the day and should also be
so when you enter through the doors into this space. Think
about how we enter the Commons during Ash Wednesday,
silent and reverent. This is what we expect of you when you
enter this space, as soon as you walk through the door. If
you are here early for prayer service, use that time as an opportunity for a couple minutes of silent prayer.
Finally, some points on tardiness on prayer service
days:
When the 7:45 warning bell rings, you should make
your way to the chapel. Unless your backpack is unloaded,
you have your things with you and you are seated at 7:50,
you are considered tardy. Meaning, if it is 7:49 and you still
have your backpack on you, you are tardy. In that case, you
need to check in with the tardy table.
Once the 7:50 bell has rung, you will need to collect
your tardy slip and enter through the back doors. It is incredibly distracting when someone walks in after the bell,
and so we ask, if you are late, for you to enter the back doors
and sit in the back seats - there is no need to check in with
your homeroom teacher. There will be someone to collect
your tardy sheet in the back of the chapel. If you enter into
the chapel through the front doors after the 7:50 bell has
rung, you will receive two demerits from your homeroom
teacher for disrupting prayer after we have started.

