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Hannick ends year as principal,
Fidget toys spin into the classroom
prepares to return to previous roles Jack Schweizer
from school, arguing they
Some students have
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Principal Craig Hannick shaking hands with Spanish teacher Charlie Merriott at the Mass of
Praise and Gratitude.
BY Joseph Reznikov
NEWS EDITOR

A

fter a year at the helm,
Craig Hannick has
completed his stint as principal and will return to his
previous role as Director of
Financial Aid and a teacher
of AP BC Calculus. Hannick
will also continue to teach
his junior AP stats/precalculus course.
Hannick kicked off the

year by naming the theme
of Human Dignity, a theme
which permeated throughout the year at events such as
Issues Day, prayer services,
and the general day-to-day
events at SLUH.
“I was very passionate
about (human dignity) as
our theme for the year,” said
Hannick. “And I was time
and time again edified by
its presence throughout the
school year.”

Hannick worked as part
of the administrative team
with Assistant Principal for
Mission Jim Linhares, Assistant Principal for Academics Tom Becvar, Assistant
Principal for Student Life
Brock Kesterson, and Chair
of Campus Ministry Nick
Ehlman.
“Anytime a new person
comes in, you’re doing things
differently and you’re trying

continued on page 5

esides piles of homework,
lack of sleep, and daily
English quizzes, a new trend
has struck St. Louis U. High in
recent weeks, and some might
even say it’s spinning out of
control. Yes, you guessed it—
fidget spinners.
The tiny, palm-sized toys
have rapidly multiplied and
mesmerized students throughout the school—inside and
outside of the classroom—but
not without drawing criticism
from some teachers.
Sold on Amazon.com
and in various gas stations, the
triangular-shaped gadgets typically have three prongs centered around a thumb-sized
circle. The design allows users
to flick one of the blades while
holding the toy between their
finger and thumb, causing the
blades to spin in a circle like a
propeller.
Part of the toy’s appeal is
the visual and tactile sensation users get from watching
the blades spin together into a
blur, while it gyrates between
their fingers.
SLUH isn’t the only
school that has been enveloped by the fidget craze. In
national news, grade schools
around the country have been
reported banning the toys

Pool noodles, beach balls, and girls: BT(Summer)M
BY Sam Ortmann
REPORTER

S

t. Louis U. High will be
hosting its first ever Back
to Summer Mixer (BTSM) tonight—a beach themed event
from 7 to 10 p.m. in the Danis
Field House.
STUCO has tried to have
a mixer during the second semester in years past, often during Mission Week. However,
snow and other poor weather
conditions have often kept it
from being well-attended, or
sometimes even happening
at all. Just like these other attempts, weather has changed
the plans this year too.
“I have no idea what

the actual turnout will be,”
said STUCO moderator Kate
Toussaint. “But online ticket
sales have been great so far.”
Junior Class President
and 2017-18 Student Body
President
Jack
McGrail
seemed confident that the student body and surrounding
girls schools would appreciate
a chance to unwind and have
some fun before summer.
“I expect it to go very
well,” said McGrail. “The Back
to School Mixer has a lot of
attendees, obviously. I’m not
sure it will be as attended as
the back to school one but
it will still be a fun time.”
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Wild

n June 1, St. Louis U.
High will be hosting
the tenth annual Festival of
Miles. The event has taken
place every summer since
2007 to showcase local and
professional talent in track
and field. Local elite athletes
as well as professionals participate in order to directly
aid people in need and to promote the sport itself.
The event began in 2007
after an athlete at Saint Louis
University, Bridget Shutesman, was in a car accident
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Top stories from every section
The news, features, and sports editors have compiled brief summaries of the most significant articles
of their sections from Volume 81.
Get brushed up on the highlights
of the year. Pages 6-7
Volleyball takes districts
Volleyball tops CBC to claim the
district title and are now looking
forward to the quarterfinal match
on Saturday. Page 9
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Festival of Miles set to
run June 1

O
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tested the toys to see if they
really do limit distractions
and heighten focus, as the toy
companies and some therapists suggest.
“I actually use it for its
intended purpose,” said freshman Riley Gray, who bought
his toy nearly two weeks ago.
“I have ADHD and it keeps me
from being distracted in class
by having me do a simple task:
spinning it.”
Other students, however,
simply use the toy for pleasure
and have bought a variety in
different styles and colors.
“I think half of it is concentration and the other half I
just think it’s kind of like a fun

artwork | Liam Connolly
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cause too much chaos in the
classroom.
But unlike other toys of
its kind, the fidget spinner advertises itself as a therapeutic
solution to people who struggle with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
or have trouble staying focused. Instead of resorting to
foot-tapping, pen clicking, or
dozing off, the fidget spinner
is seen as a healthy substitute which can allow people
to fulfill their urge to move,
or fidget, without annoying
others. Therapists have even
prescribed the toy as a tool to
help aid children with their
concentration, according to an
article in The New Yorker.

Water Polo clinches title
The water polo team wraps up a
stellar season with a State Championship win over Ladue, extending their reign to three years running. Page 8
Photos of the year
Take a look at the top photos taken around campus and at school
events from the 2016-17 school
year. Page 12

and put into a coma. The
coaches at SLU and SLUH
began the Festival of Miles
funded by the sponsorship of
Big River Running Company.
“We thought it was going to be a one-year deal, then
SLUH alum Mike Rathmann
was in an accident, paralyzed
from the diaphragm down,”
said varsity cross country
coach Joe Porter. “Mike was
an all-state high jumper for
us the previous year, so we
decided to do it again. Since
then, we have been doing other athletes in need after they

continued on page 5
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Propertybills: SLUH prepares for renovations
Prep News 81 Platform
and updates over summer break
BY Jake Hennes
CORE STAFF

A

lthough the Saint Louis
U. High maintenance
crew does loads of projects
to keep the grounds looking
nice and clean while students
are on campus, they take advantage of the summer to
work on major renovation
projects while students are
away. This year, some of these
major projects will include
replacing the roofs over the
science wing and the library,
installing new air conditioning units above the Science
Department, updating science classroom S202, and
re-painting and re-sealing the
parking lot.
The maintenance crew
will work to replace the roofs
over the Science Department
and library. The current roofs
are a ballasted rubber roof
over the Science Department
and a non-ballasted rubber
roof over the library. The
crew is going to put on a thermoplastic polyolefin (TPO)
rubber roof to better protect
against water damage.
“The roofs have sustained wind and water damage in the past and it was time
to replace them so there are
no larger problems down the
road,” said Director of Facilities Joseph Rankin.
The crew has tried to
lengthen the life of the roofs
by sealing them, but the roofs
are older and have been damaged, so they are in need of
replacement.
“We have done as much
as we can to lengthen the life
of the roof,” said Rankin. “We
put a coating on the roof two
years ago to extend the lifetime, but we need to replace
it before water damage starts
to happen.”
The roofs are being replaced to protect the interior
of the building underneath.
“If we are going to spend
millions of dollars to renovate the inside of the build-

I

ing, we should spend a couple
hundred thousand to replace
the roof to protect it,” said
Rankin.
Another major project
that the crew is going to take
on this summer is to replace
two of the air conditioning
units on top of the Science
Department.
“The air conditioners
have a lifetime of 15 to 18
years, but those units have
been installed for about 25
years,” said Rankin.
The units have a large
effect on the school because
they cool a major area of the
second and third floor by the
science wing.
“Those units cool both
the second and the third
floors of the science wing, so
it would affect a lot of people
if they weren’t working, which
is why we need to replace
them,” said Rankin.
The crew was not planning on replacing the units
this summer, but some complications have come up with
the units and they have decided to replace the units rather
than paying to fix them.
“It was time to do a large
capital project and replace the
units completely, rather than
just putting a band-aid on the
situation and waiting for the
next item to fix comes up,”
said Rankin. “It could cost
around $6,000 to fix the units,
but it will only cost $22,000 to
replace them altogether. Our
biggest problem is that we
don’t know what other problems we will run into down
the road.”
The third major project
is the renovation of science
room S202. The renovation
will include updates in furniture, lab tables, and technology.
“Throughout the building, different departments
have tried out new furniture
models and the science department is no exception,”
said science teacher Mary

Solar Eclipse Expo

n light (or darkness) of the Great American Eclipse
happening in August, an eclipse expo will be put on in
Queeny Park on June 17. SLUH has been asked to run an
activity table at which SLUH students will teach the public about how to gather temperature and light intensity
data on their smartphones. This is an exciting opportunity for SLUH, but more volunteers are needed! If you
are interested in helping with the table, contact chemistry
teacher Kathy Chott.
—compiled by Paul Gillam
photo | Brendan Voigt

A map displayed in the main hallway, half covered with
blue plastic, shows where everyone lives relative to the solar
eclipse viewing area.

Russo. “We are going to try
a more collaborative setup to
the science classrooms.”
Classroom S202 was
chosen due to the variation in
classes and grade levels that
use it.
“This classroom has
many different classes and
grade levels in it every day.
There is Anatomy and Physiology, Genetics, freshman Biology, and AP Physics in this
room, so it will be a good trial
room to see how the new set
up works with different classes,” said Russo.
The current set-up for
the furniture works well for
lectures, but the updates will
allow for better variation in
teaching styles. It will also allow for the classroom setup to
be changed easier.
“We will have twoperson desks that have large
workspaces and are on
wheels. These desks will allow
for a classroom that can easily
change from a lecture style to
a group discussion,” said Russo. “The chairs for the desks
will be separate and on wheels
to allow for a 360 degree environment for the classroom. It
will be easier to turn towards
the instructor to watch Lab
demonstrations, which will
allow for a more fluid classroom experience.”
The renovation will also
include updates to the large
area for labs in the classroom.
“The labs were last renovated in 1995, but they were
renovated for 32 people and
we really only want labs for
24 people for safety considerations,” said Russo.
The technology in S202
will also be updated. The plan
is to add screens that allow for
a more collaborative environment.
“We will also look into
technology upgrades to allow
for easier sharing of information,” said Russo. “We are
looking into putting in more
screens for students to use in

labs and on different presentations.”
S202 is to be a test classroom for next year that will
hopefully lead to renovation
in all of the science wing.
“The faculty who teach in
S202 are supposed to try out
the new setup and report back
to the rest of the department
and the maintenance crew
about how the setup worked
in their classes and what they
think should be changed,”
said Russo.
The major project that
the maintenance crew will
take on this summer will be
the student parking lots. The
crew will clean up the overflow lot and the student lot
will be repainted and resealed.
“We will clean up the
weeds in the overflow lot and
reseal it to keep it looking nice
and to protect it from weather
damage,” said Rankin.
Rankin has also been
working with the Science
Center to figure out a time
to seal the student lot and repaint the lines.
“It has gotten to a point
where some of the lines are
hard to see and it needs to be
repainted,” said Rankin.
Along with the major
projects that are planned, the
crew will complete many minor projects. These projects
include updating lighting,
adding landscaping by the
Mary statue and throughout
the campus, improving the
planting beds on the upper
campus, and repairing the
porch of the ASC house.
Also, the crew will
do many small projects in
painting and plumbing and
will help shift faculty offices
around. Finally, the crew
plans on improving the baseball field by edging, aerating,
seeding, and topdressing the
soil to keep the field healthy
throughout the summer
months.

Back to Summer Mixer
today in Field House
(continued from page 1)

As in dances and mixers
in the past, senior Zach Brock
will be deejaying the event.
“I think Zach Brock
is absolutely awesome,” remarked McGrail. “I think
he is a phenomenal DJ. It’s
just fun to have a kid our age
up there and he’s just a cool
guy. And he gives the music
more of a fresh perspective.”
Most
people
share
McGrail’s
enthusiasm
for
the
mixer.
“I’m pretty excited for
it,” said junior Jake Trunko.
“It’s one of the only times I
get to dress crazy, so I have
fun with it. It should also
be fun to get a little rowdy
to prep for the summer.”
However,
some
people
aren’t
necessarily thrilled about the idea.
“I think it could have

been placed at better time,”
said sophomore Justin Koesterer.
Though other students
share his concern that the
Friday before exams and the
last weekend to pull together
projects might not be the best
time to have a late night mixer, even Koesterer seemed excited about the idea of having
a second mixer. “I heard that
there’s a lot of people going to
it and I’m glad we’ve brought
some change and opened up
more STUCO opportunities.”
“I mean who doesn’t
want to have a mixer before
the summer?” asks McGrail.
“It’s a good way to kick off the
summer. It’s one last chance
to hang with your brothers
before you go back to summer and don’t see them for
awhile.”

As the student-run newspaper of St. Louis University
High School, the Prep News is a weekly publication that
strives to inform the SLUH community about events and
people, with its focus on those pertaining to the school, primarily through the written word.
The Prep News is neither the voice of the administration
nor the students. Rather, the newspaper serves to gather and
distribute information for the entire school. The Prep News
editors and staff members make every effort to be objective
in their news coverage and editing.
The members of the editorial staff are co-workers and
share equally the duties of writing, copy-editing, layout, and
staff management. All of the editors share responsibility and
leadership of the paper. The editors are supported by a core
staff of regular reporters as well as artists and photographers.
It is the role of the editors to seek out and facilitate the
reporting of all significant news at SLUH. While any faculty
member or student is welcome to submit suggestions to the
editors for potential articles, the Prep News is never obligated
to publish any article idea.
Our primary emphasis as editors of the Prep News is
upon clear and accurate writing and careful editing. We also
attempt to include visual expression—photography, drawing, technical aids, etc.—in every issue and on our web site.
Despite our desire to make the paper visually appealing, we
commit ourselves not to allow form to supersede substance.
The editorial staff will use social media to communicate
with the paper’s readership and to update students about
SLUH events and highlight the paper’s content. The editors
will not allow their goal of speed and accessibility online to
weaken their commitment to accuracy and depth.
The Prep News strongly encourages underclassman involvement, and our office on the second floor of the Jesuit
Wing, room J220, is always open for involvement, criticism,
praise, or suggestions. Contributed student opinions are also
welcome under the Prep News Editorial Policy. Without student reaction and feedback, the Prep News could not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will correct any significant error in the following issue and on our web site as
soon as possible.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole responsibility for
the text of news and sports articles, features, and editorials.
We ask faculty or students who take issue with the manner
in which the news was reported or find an error to bring it
to the attention of the editors, not the individual reporters.
This is the platform of the editors of Volume 81 of the
Prep News.

Prep News 81
Editorial Policy

The Volume 81 Prep News opinion section serves the
purpose of being the vehicle of the personal opinions of students, faculty, or others. All topics discussed in the section
will be related to St. Louis University High School.
Nothing published either as an editorial or as a letter to
an editor should be considered the opinion of the school, the
administration, or anyone other than its author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is the opinion of all seven editors
on a particular topic.
A commentary or column is an opinion of one member
of the Prep News staff, not of the Prep News itself.
A perspective or notebook, like a commentary, is the
opinion of one person, often a Prep News staff member.
Unlike a commentary, such a piece is often intended
primarily to convey a personal experience rather than to
provide a viewpoint on an issue. Unlike a letter, such pieces
are usually developed at the request of, and sometimes under the guidance of, the Prep News editors.
Every member of the SLUH community is welcomed
and encouraged to submit a letter to the editors. Every letter
received by the editors will be read and given consideration.
All letters must be signed, but the author’s name may be
withheld from publication by request and at the discretion
of the editors.
The Prep News editors reserve the right to edit any
submissions for publication in order to meet grammatical standards, but they will not skew the author’s original
intent. Also, the editors reserve the right to withhold from
publication any submission if it is deemed vulgar, tasteless,
or otherwise inappropriate. Authors should be available for
the editors to contact them before publication to address
matters of concern.
All authors wishing to have letters published must submit them by 4:00 p.m. the Wednesday before the letter is to
be published.
Letters should be emailed to prepnews@sluh.org, and,
if possible, a signed copy should be given to a Prep News
editors or moderator or mailed to the Prep News courtesy of
St. Louis University High School, 4970 Oakland, St. Louis,
MO 63110.
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Reflections
Who are my friends? Where am I
Prep News archives build
foundation for future volumes
going to college? What am I doing?
BY Samuel J. Chechik
EDITOR IN CHIEF

T

wo years ago as a sophomore, I read a
piece in the Prep News by then news editor Jack Kiehl, ’15, about his time on the Prep
News and connecting it with the archives
that—in his time—were stuffed into two broken nasty four-drawer filing cabinets pushed
into the corner of the office.
The Prep News archives room now lies
in the Ignatian Conference Room closet, but
this time there is only one broken filing cabinet among four working others. I wanted to
give the archives a space where Prep Newsians could enter into a room of history, open a
drawer, and pull out a section of the past they
never knew about before. Many use the room
for Prep News research and writing. And as I
sit and type amidst nearly a century of Prep
News history, I am pondering my four years on
this wonderful establishment. It’s my time to
leave this labor of love (and a huge chunk of
my life) and move on, but that’s a damn difficult thing to do.
During my four years in the archives, I
created in my head what I would later call my
“Prep News Pantheon.” Former editors live in
this Mount Olympus-type image that swirls in
my head. I picture the images of Will Smith,
’14 and Stephen Lumetta, ’14 along with Adam
Thorp, ’14, from volume 78; Sam Fentress, ’15,
Leo Heinz, ’16, Jim Santel, ’08, Nick Fandos,
’11, Matt Cooley, ’12, Kim Dewey, ’66, and
many others that hail from the Prep News archives. These images of the “Prep News greats”
push me to be better. Their examples of leadership, work ethic, and skill that made their volumes great pushed me to be a better editor in
chief, or so I hope.
The Prep News archives are arguably the
most important aspect of the Prep News to me.
The archives hold unknown secrets and hidden facts and figures of the past that can only
be discovered by cracking open a dusty volume and sitting down with it. Preserving, respecting, and eventually digitizing (something
I plan to do this summer, in fact) all of the Prep
News archives is vital to the mission of the paper. We only are able to perform in the present
because of the foundations built in the past,
and that pushes us further and further towards
a greater future. The Prep News embodies this
and allows its staff to take it to another level.
Though I may have lived in the archives
room from time to time and spent a lot of my
past two summers up in the Ignatian Conference Room closet organizing and going
through the Prep News history, there will be an
infinite number of things about the Prep News
that I don’t know and never will. That humbles
me.
Yet one lesson I learned this year is that
you can’t just copy the past. You have to inject
creativity in your volume, not just take from a
past one and use it only because it was damn

good. What rings true for the community in
the present day molds what the Prep News is—
be it reporting, art, photos, and opinions.
For this last year, volume 81 has tried—
succeeding in some aspects and failing in others—to make its mark for when it is eventually
shoved into a filing cabinet. Like every volume
of the Prep News, we tested new ideas and
dusted off some old ones for re-application.
We tried to strike that work-fun balance, and
had the largest staff in Prep News history. Oh,
and we also broke the record for fastest newsprint paper ever made in PN history, at 10:19
p.m.
I recently went up to Notre Dame and
talked to Hap Burke, ’15, known for his beautiful artwork in volumes 78 and 79 of the Prep
News and his glorious printmaking style. Besides catching up with each other and talking
about our respective times on the Prep News,
he said one specific nugget that stuck with me
over everything else: the reason he worked so
hard on his artwork and put so much effort
and time in being the Prep News staff artist is
that he wants some artist to come by in the distant future, take a look at his work in the Prep
News, and say, “I can do better.”
It’s that mentality of building a foundation that others can take and work on, do better, and achieve more from that I want to try
and set at the end of this year. That’s why I have
read nearly every Prep News physical and online archive: I want to learn and add a little bit
to the foundation that the Prep News has built
so that the future Prep Newsians can achieve
even more and go even higher than we did.
I tried to focus on the past, present, and
future in the Prep News because I valued the
archives, volume 81, and laying a foundation
for future volumes and staffs to build off of. I’m
not just a better writer and thinker because of
the Prep News. I hope I’m a better person—one
who forms his own thoughts, backs up his own
actions, and takes responsibility for his own
faults. The Prep News threw me into struggles
that I eventually discovered would only aid me
on my SLUH journey.
Now I am back to the realization that
there is no “next week.” No assigning any more
articles, no picking up the paper, no editors
meetings, no Thursday nights, no more horn
honking, no out songs, and no more Prep
News. It’s a sad time of transition that makes
me nostalgic, but at the same time, I’m happy
that the Prep News will have new leadership
and will be in a new age of journalism in current political climate. That excites me.
Now, to quote Jack Kiehl’s piece, I am also
entering the archives after four years. It hurts
to not be a part of the Prep News anymore,
but it gives me hope that its future is upon a
solid foundation built by years of hard work,
outstanding writing, beautiful art, well-documented photos, creative layout, and a labor of
love.

Prep News Volume 81 Editors

The editors of this year’s volume of the Prep News. From left to right:
features editor Galen Bacharier, sports editor Andrew Modder, news editor Joseph Reznikov, editor in chief Sam Chechik, news editor Andrew
Pluff, sports editor Will Farroll, and features editor Matt Book.

BY Galen Bacharier
FEATURES EDITOR

I

was a good bit into my junior year, and I was
clueless. Three questions made laps around
my brain. Who did I want to be friends with at
school? Where was I going to college? And most
presently, what did I want to do while here at
SLUH? I had just quit Irish dancing, and I had
gotten cut from the tennis team (I bet you didn’t
even know that was possible. Neither did I.).
I knew there were opportunities all around
me—there’s no shortage of people at this school
telling you that. But I didn’t want to pursue any
of them.
I had been wandering through the photography office one Friday in the fall, watching the
yearbook guys hard at work, with little desire to
join them, when Andrew Pluff came up to me,
grabbed my arm, and said, “Come on, let’s go to
the Prep News office. I’ll assign you an article.”
I knew nothing of our friendly school newspaper besides the fact that they stayed late at
school, something I had no desire to do (I was an
‘arrive at 8, leave at 3’ type of guy), and that it was
a lot of work. But I didn’t really have a choice in
the matter, so in I went, carefully stepping into an
office filled to the brim with seniors I had never
met and walls filled with posters I couldn’t help
but admire.
My initial chats with the editor in chief, Leo
Heinz and news editors Nolen Doorack and Connor FitzGerald were friendly and unintimidating,
and before I knew it, I was writing a news article
about Open House with Pluff. Weeks later, I was a
staff member. Weeks after that, a core staff member. Then an editor. Life comes at you fast, doesn’t
it?
Looking back, it’s almost like my initial
steps into that office I had literally never looked
into before then was some sort of cure-all magic
medicine. It solved all three of those questions I
had for myself.
I became good friends many of the seniors
that year, whom I missed greatly when they left.
But more importantly, I became great friends
with my fellow juniors working on the paper—
Pluff, Sam Chechik, and Joseph Reznikov, among
many, many others who would join us soon after.
Those guys are the ones I’d take prom pictures with, that I’d drive around to hang out with,
that I’d spent far too long working on a student
newspaper every Thursday night with. That
group started small—when I was first made a
staff member, there were only six juniors on
staff—and now, our staff numbers 30. Those guys
are what kept me coming back up every week to
accept articles that, a lot of the time, I knew many
people wouldn’t read. They’re the guys that kept
me from going insane during those long weeks
chock-full of work both academic and extracurricular.
During those long weeks, as I grew more acquainted to writing in a journalistic format, interviewing students, faculty, and alumni alike, and
learning to lay out the paper, I realized that not

artwork | Lancer Li

only did I enjoy all of this, I was pretty good at it.
I had always been a decent English student,
with a good vocabulary and a solid literary sense,
but had never enjoyed the essay-writing. Writing
for the paper, for whatever reason, changed that
for me. I began to love to write. Not only did I
see my essay grades rise from low B’s to relatively
consistent A’s, I began to take on larger and more
important articles. Looking back, I’m extraordinarily grateful to last year’s editors for handing me
those responsibilities relatively quickly—this year
made me realize it’s not easy to put your trust in
underclassmen you’re not totally familiar with. It
was after I interviewed Derrick Goold, the PostDispatch’s head Cardinals beat writer, of whom
I am a huge fan, that I realized—this is what I
wanted to do at SLUH, and I wanted to do it to
the best of my ability.
Being assigned the role of features editor for
our volume, 81, then, was my jumping-off point
for me to write about what I found myself gravitating towards even in my earliest days of writing
for the Prep News—stories that delve deep into
someone’s life, or an event in people’s lives. Pieces
that tell you not only what happened, but how it
happened, and what people thought of those happenings.
And throughout this year, I’ve written stories that I can go back, read, and be proud of how
I captured that person, or time, or event.
I chatted with several faculty and searched
through archives to capture the atmosphere of the
classrooms and hallways at SLUH 15 years ago
during September 11th. I surveyed and talked to
countless students about their use of social media,
and how that’s impacting how they interact with
others. I had a conversation with Missouri gubernatorial candidate Chris Koster about running
for office amidst a tumultuous election year nationally, and one with La La Land producer and
alumnus Michael Beugg about his Hollywood
experiences. I spent months with Sam Chechik
talking to professors, archivists, and historians,
while consulting endless documents, to report on
the history of slavery at St. Louis University and
SLUH. I even gave a look into my own events and
experiences, recounting my day at SLUH after the
presidential election.
I may be part of a relatively small high school
newspaper, one that’s read by almost entirely the
SLUH community and very few outside of it, but

continued on page 10
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photo | Brendan Voigt The editors of next year’s volume of the Prep News. From left to right:

news editor Jake Hennes, news editor Riley McEnery, features editor
Nathan Wild, editor in chief Jack Schweizer, sports editor Nathan Langhauser, and sports editor Ben Dattilo.
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Across

1 Type of real mushroom that
the Super Mario power up is
based off
6 ___-a-whirl
10 The name of Harry Potter
and Ginny’s second son
13 “To make a good late night
show, you need either a Letterman __ _ ____” (3 words)
14 ____ : Believe it or Not!
15 A famous emperor and
type of salad
16 Old timey slang for boyfriend
17 Book about Stanley Yelnats
and his imprisoned digging
exploits
18 A type of top often used in
the circus or by performers;
has two large cups on either
end and is thrown around
on a long string between two
poles
19 The term for a movie theatre sign
20 “The Red”, in the official
language of [3 down]
21 Exclamation of shock
23 Sweetened breaded pastry
with fruit
25 American Satirical Western Film: _____ Saddles
28 Famous motorcycle brand
31 A substance with a Ph of
less than 7
33 Famous hacker organization known for Guy Fawkes
masks
35 To declare something as no
longer your own
38 What you are if you play
major league baseball for San
Diego
39 Italian pastry meaning
“little tube”
40 Anything in the sky is ___
43 Scary or eerie
44 A silver metallic element
found commonly in Earth’s
crust
45 The strange alien star of a
classic family sitcom named
after him
46 The Dick ___ ____ Show!
(2 words)
50 A sacred indigenous symbol, often in the form of a
carved pole
53 Sinister mythic being that
hides under kids’ beds
55 Failed rapper ‘Vanilla ___’
57 Goes about the denominator
60 A property of water; lack
of smell
61 Sin(pi/2)
62 The original name for the
pound symbol
63 Star of Tyler Perry comedic
movie series
65 Someone who can see into
the future, read minds, etc.
68 Iron Man’s nickname for
Steve Rogers in Avengers
70 Miami’s basketball team
72 Google’s browser name; A
reflective, metallic color
73 To decide or pick
75 The eighth Exodus plague
76 Dark-crusted cookies with
(double stuffed) cream filling
78 The official name of this
country is the Hellenic Republic
81 Tarantino, Hitchcock, and
Kubrick are all famous _____
82 The official currency of the
Eurozone
83 If your car is in for repairs,
you would say it’s __ the ___
(2 words)
86 Elven fellowship archer
from ‘The Lord of the Rings’
87 Hawaii: The ___ State
92 A sum of money saved for
a particular purpose
93 Food that comes in Greek
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and bottled forms
94 A covering for a sewer entrance in a city sidewalk
95 Procession for one who has
died
96 Shapes that are elongated
circles
97 The Norse trickster god
98 An isolated civilization of
peace and prosperity
99 A quick musical tempo
100 The breastbone
101 An attitude characterised
by clever or snarky back talking
102 The flood prophet in
Genesis
103 The basic monetary unit
of Israel

Down

1 Kun-Bon Chan won gold
in this 2016 summer olympic
sport
2 Small, common aquarium
fish
3 Spanish city with the highest
avg. temperatures
4 Fried squid
5 Prominent Apache who violently resisted oppression in
the late 1800s
6 A long, narrow sled
7 The 45th president of the
United States
8 Classical vocal music, sometimes in theatre
9 A curing potion or formula
10 ____ to _____, dust to dust
(one word)
11 The protagonist in ‘The
Hobbit’
12 Mary Kate and Ashley Olsen

22 ___-n-slide
24 Middle Eastern humped
even-toed ungulate
26 Joint that joins the thigh
and the leg
27 This small animal appears
in every episode of “Adventure Time”
29 Term for scriptures in the
Buddhist, Hindu, and Judaistic beliefs
30 If you skip school, you’re
playing ____
32 Famous artist of melting
clocks
33 Someone who is afraid of
spiders
34 My aunt’s husband is my
___
35 Small throwable cubes
used in games
36 2008 comedy starring Will
Ferrell and John C. Reilly
37 Obstacle course gameshow
41 ‘Video killed the ____ star’
42 Before and ____
46 Spiderman villain appearing as a darkly-colored, gooey
Spider-man clone
47 Someone who lives on the
plains
48 Genghis ____
49 Italian sauce made of
crushed garlic and basil
51 Molars and Incisors are
types of ____
52 Rock, Hip-Hop, Country,
Reggae, etc.
54 Someone who borrows
without ever paying back
56 The most recent winner of
the World Series
58 “Last Resort” is a song by
Papa ____
59 A pace or rhythm

64 ‘Friends’ in Latin
65 Retired Brazilian Soccer
star generally regarded as the
greatest of all time
66 A recreational boat
67 An opening or start to
something
69 The main artery of the human body
71 ___ Vera helps with sunburn
73 A European country titled
‘The (answer) Republic’

74 Being stiff or achy, especially in the muscles
77 ‘Star Trek’ character portrayed by George Takei
78 Common aquatic pet
79 Types of this occupation
include Biomedical, Electrical, and Nuclear
80 What witches use to hold
their brews
81 Smaug, Mushu, and Puff
are famous ____
83 Arkham _____

84 ‘Gentleman’ in Italian
85 Classic Atari game featuring lots of vine-swinging
88 The plural of the birthstone
of October
89 I ___ what you ___ I am (2
words)
90 Acute, Obtuse, and Right
are all types of a ___
91 a prefix to board and nights
92 Someone who has committed a serious crime

Tale of the Tape:

Ninja Warrior Battle today during AP in Wrestling
Room; $2 donation to the Honduras Project

Ott

Age: ∞
Height: 5’7”
Weight: 140
Accomplishments: D1 Wrestler
Nickname: Jottcktopus
Favorite Color: The iris of the
tiger
Mother’s name: Virgin Mary
Spirit Animal: Stephen Ocampo
freshman year wrestling

Gillam

Age: 16
Height: 5’7”
Weight: 117
Accomplishments: N/A
Nickname: Mean Green Gillam
Machine
Favorite Color: Magenta
Mother’s name: Celia
Spirit Animal: The Blood of my
opponents
artwork | Andrew Pluff and Galen Bacharier
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Fidget fad hits student body
(continued from page 1)

little hobby,” said junior Henry
Matus, who bought his spinner
on Amazon.com after seeing a
classmate use one in class.
Some teachers worry
students are distracted by the
toys themselves, which tend to
make a slight hissing noise. A
few have also noticed that the
toys can distract bystanders,
who become hypnotized from
watching other classmates spin
the gizmo.
“The problem is they distract other kids,” said Alum
Service Corps (ASC) English teacher Ryan McAnany.
“I mean when I sit in on Mr.
Quinn’s class and I see somebody doing it, I end up just
staring so it’s distracting.”
The spinners would have
been banned from the school
if they had appeared any earlier in the year, according to
Assistant Principal for Student
Life Brock Kesterson. But with
only one week remaining, Kesterson thought it was unnecessary to start cracking down on

the toys.
“When we start in August, my guess is that these will
not be nearly as hot as they are
right now,” said Kesterson, referring to the fidget spinners.
In the meantime, different
teachers have responded to the
toy situation in different ways.
For Spanish teacher Katherine Toussaint, it depends on
how the student is using the
fidget spinner.
“I see some students use it
really maturely and responsibly
where it helps them with their
focus and attention, and of
course I’ve seen other students
being really annoying with it,
like putting it up to a student’s
ear while I’m speaking, and it’s
in their face; it’s annoying,” said
Toussaint. “So I tell them don’t
make it a problem, and it won’t
be a problem.”
Other teachers have resorted to confiscating the spinners during class.
For English teacher David
Callon, the toy is yet another
symptom of a wider cultural

obsession with comfortability
over concern for others. Callon takes issue with students
who ignore the effects their
spinners have on classmates,
noting that some students get
distracted from watching other
people play with the toys.
“The fidget spinners are
just this fascination with your
own ability to focus as if the
only person that mattered in
that classroom was you and
your ability to pay attention;
that doesn’t make sense,” said
Callon.
More than likely, as with
most other fads, the fidget
spinners will not live to see
another school year. But if by
chance they survive, certainly
their addictive qualities will be
to blame.
“I do see the allure to
them,” said English teacher
Adam Cruz. “I confiscated
it, but full disclosure: after I
confiscated it, my class started
laughing because as I was talking to the class, I realized that I
too was spinning it.”

SLUH readies to host Festival of Miles

artwork | Niles Bernabe

(continued from page 1)

apply.”
This year, the proceeds
from the event will be dedicated to Cassie Gorecki, a
coach for Girls on the Run,
and teacher at Shaw VPA Elementary School. She was
diagnosed with cancer while
21 weeks pregnant with her
son. She selflessly refused
treatment, however, to ensure safety for the baby. After
giving birth and undergoing
a strenuous ten hours of surgery, Gorecki is currently paralyzed from the navel down.
The proceeds will benefit her
financially as she undergoes
long and expensive physical
therapy.
Attendees will pay an initial fee of five dollars to watch
the racers for three hours. This
year’s festival will kick off with
a kids’ race with kids from
kindergarten to eighth grade.
The day will then transition to
high school runners, then to
more professional athletes.

“There were a lot of
schools there. It was just really
fun running with everybody
and I didn’t even run competitively,” said junior Delton
Utsey, referring to last year’s
festival.
The biggest event this
year will be the men’s mile,
with elite athletes from around
the country competing. In the
ten years of running at the
festival, there have been 22
sub-4:00 miles, including one
of only eight high school sub4:00 miles. A plaque is dedicated to those who achieve
this difficult feat.
The professionals that
participate annually have their
flight and hotel room paid for
by the sponsors of the event:
Nike, Drury Hotels, and more.
$1000 is awarded to the competing men and women for
winning. A thousand dollars
prize is also awarded if competing runners break four
minutes or if they break the
meet record, 3:54. Olympic

silver medal athlete Leo Manzano ran a 3:55 mile in 2008 at
the festival.
“It’s real fun just to see
that high level of competition.
At the high school level you
have some really great runners, but the Festival of Miles
takes it to another level with
some professional athletes
competing,” said junior Connor Worley.
It will not be known who
will be participating from
SLUH’s track team until after the state meet on May 27.
Athletes apply to compete and
only the top 24 mile runners
and twelve 800-meter runners
will be accepted.
The festival is a great way
not only to show support to
the sport itself, but also to support those who have suffered
unfortunate circumstances.
“I think it meets the mission of our school by helping
out those who are in unfortunate situations. There’s something that we could do to help
and we should. That part is exciting and it’s always exciting
to have such an elite group out
there as well,” said Porter. “For
kids to come down inside of
the track while they are running those sub-4:00 races, it’s
pretty exciting to realize how
fast they are going for four
laps on a track.”
The event will be livestreamed by FloTrack for
those who are unable to attend.

Looking back, Hannick values
relationships with faculty
(continued from page 1)

to rally support around that
new principal,” said Linhares. “We stepped up as a
team, but Mr. Hannick was
the principal. He took the
job really seriously. He’s the
guy that was meeting all the
time with Mr. Laughlin, he’s
the guy that was accountable
to the board, he’s the guy that
was coordinating each of the
responsibilities that we all

took. He was a really steady
hand on the rudder.”
President David Laughlin also held a bit of an increased role to help with the
transition, attending a fair
number of the principal’s
weekly meetings.
“I’ve appreciated my relationship with Mr. Laughlin—whom I’ve always admired from afar as a faculty
member, but now working

with him on a nearly daily
basis and in some tough situations,” said Hannick. “His
wisdom and experience have
helped me grow as an educator and as an administrator,
and I’m very grateful to him
for the opportunity to serve
as principal.”
Amongst
all
of
Hannick’s experiences as
principal, he most values
the relationships built with
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around the school.
“I’ve developed deeper
relationships with administrative team and faculty—especially instructional
council,” said Hannick. “The
best part of my job has been
deepening relationships in
this context. Anytime you
have a deepened relationship
is a benefit.”
“I haven’t had a lot of
interaction with students as
much as faculty, but I’m in a
unique position of knowing
lots of students as principal,”
said Hannick. “And I don’t
necessarily think that would
be the case going forward, so
that’s one advantage of going
back to my former life—the
real reason why I think I’m
here, and that’s to be a teacher.”
It was announced in
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January that the Rev. Ian
Gibbons, S.J. would be taking over as principal next
year. Gibbons comes from
Regis Catholic High School
in New York, where he
served as assistant principal.
In order to make the next
year’s transition as smooth
as possible, Hannick has
been conversing with Gibbons nearly every week over
the phone for the last several
months. Gibbons will take
office July 5.
“I want to express personal gratitude from me—for
working with (Mr. Hannick),
for him serving the school,
and for feeling supported
and respected in my role,”
said Linhares. “He’s a servant
of St. Louis U. High—serving the school, doing what’s
needing to be done without a
lot of complaining. He has a

tremendous positive attitude
and tremendous generosity.”
“I worked with Mr.
Hannick with a bunch of
different things in the past,
so having had that previous
working relationship, seeing
him elevate to the level of
principal and doing things in
the way in which he does—
the success he had this year
was not surprising to me,”
said Kesterson. “He’s a very
sincere, honest, even-keeled,
person who wants the best
for the students, wants the
best for the faculty, and
wants the best for this place.
I hope he understands how
much we appreciate what he
was able to do for the school
this year.”
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The following is a list of the top ten news stories of the 2016-2017 guishing where underclassmen are able to use their iPads and
school year, listed in chronological order.
where upperclassmen can use their device.
Various changes also took place in the demerit system.
Hannick serves as Principal for 2016-2017 school year
Demerit cards were replaced by student ID’s and demerits
It was announced during fourth quarter exams last year are now given electronically, with students receiving an email
that math teacher Craig Hannick would be principal of St. notification when they have received a demerit or a jug. Also,
Louis U. High for the 2016-2017 school year after previous rather than doing “work grant” work for a jug, students now
principal John Moran left SLUH for Cheverus High School in must sit in a quiet room with a teacher for an hour.
Portland, Maine.
In order to accommodate the increased duties associated Counseling dept. splits in three—school counseling, college
counseling, and Learning Center
This was the first year that students had more than one
counselor to help them through their high school careers. In
fact, many students now have three. School counselors, college counselors, and learning consultants work closely to align
their goals, meeting weekly to coordinate their efforts. This
change has allowed for each counselor to be more intentional
and purposeful in the way they help the student.

photo | Sulli Walllisch

with being principal of the school, Hannick dropped his AP
BC Calculus class as well as his position as Director of Financial Aid.
“I’m finding a lot of energy around just talking about what
SLUH is all about,” said Hannick. “Even after 27 years here, I
continue to be full of wonder of all that SLUH is. I’m humbled
and honored that Mr. Laughlin has asked me to support the
assistant principals’ team in their work.”
Theatre legend Joe Schulte, ’54, dies over summer
The SLUH community suffered a great loss on July 11,
2016, with the passing of Joseph F. Schulte. Schulte served
SLUH for a total of 66 years, leaving his mark in many facets,
most notably through leading fine arts, teaching mathematics,
and carrying an infectious laugh.
Schulte served as head of the math department for a time
and even interviewed current Assistant Principal for Academics Tom Becvar. Schulte began by teaching calculus to seniors
but shifted to theatre, until he was dedicating all of his time
to the theatre department at SLUH. Schulte directed countless
shows, received many awards, and taught innumerable freshmen how to juggle in Fine Arts Survey.
New Direction Days move to June, on campus
The annual tradition of Direction Days traveled in all
new directions this year, with the who, what, when, and where
changing. Rather than the previous location of Green Hills
in Wildwood, the days were held at SLUH this year, in June
instead of August. The change in venue intended to better
acquaint the freshmen with the hallways of SLUH before the
beginning of summer school as well as the regular school year.
Also, all the members of the incoming class took part in
the same two-day program, rather than the alphabetically split
days of the past. The new days mixed old activities with new.
Students took part in the traditional egg drop, but also a tech
orientation and pep rally.
Administrative team institutes new school policies—updated rules for phones, library, and more
SLUH faced some serious changes in policy this year. Cell
phones were banned from the library at all times, as well as in
the Commons during Lunch. “Tech use zone” and “No tech
use zone” signs can be found throughout the school, distin-

Issues Day 2016: Civil discourse in the midst of a tumultuous year
For the first time since 2008, SLUH held an Issues Day in
preparation for the election that took place this past fall. The
goal of the day was to educate students on social issues such as
migration and refugees, pro-life, and the intersection of poverty and race. Classes were canceled for the day to allow full
immersion into the topics discussed.
Dr. Julie Hanlon Rubio, professor of Christian Ethics in
the Department of Theological Studies at Saint Louis University, kicked the day off with a speech to the school on the value
of civil discourse, and introduced a four-step plan to achieving
valuable discourse on issues.
Following the speech, students broke into three separate
sessions by grade level to listen to speakers share about the
three issues aforementioned.
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nounced he will be leaving St, Louis U. High in July of 2018,
when he will move on to Rockhurst High School to serve as
their president. He served as principal at Rockhurst for a span
of five years, from 2000-2005. Laughlin is SLUH’s longest serving president and is SLUH’s first ever lay president. He carried
out campaigns such as Imagining 1818 and its strategic plan,
Go Forth.

photo | Dominic Skroska

Laughlin gave SLUH an 18-month notice about his departure to help smooth the transition.
“We’re incredibly fortunate to have had Dave as long as
we’ve had him,” said the chairman of the Board of Trustees
Tom Santel ’76. “We’ve had him longer than we had a right to
expect because the typical tenure for a president—especially
one as good as he is—is not 13 years. And we’re also very fortunate that he’s giving us 18 months to really have a smooth
transition.”

Rev. Ian Gibbons, S.J., chosen as next SLUH principal
Keeping with the changes facing SLUH in the upcoming
school year, it was announced in mid-January that the Rev.
Ian Gibbons, S.J. will be taking over as principal next year,
where he will lead SLUH into its third century of education.
Gibbons—who will take office effective July 5—most recently
served at Regis Catholic High School in New York as assistant
principal and will bring with him 22 years of experience serving in Jesuit education. Gibbons will be SLUH’s 20th principal
and its first Jesuit principal in 34 years.
“I’m very grateful for having been a part of the process
and the conversation,” said Gibbons referring to his selection
as principal. “Obviously, I’m passionate about Jesuit education,
and I’m very proud of the Jesuit educational role in the history
of St. Louis, being a St. Louisan, so just being a part of the prophoto | Nolen Doorack ’16
cess was extremely edifying for me.”
Two new spring break immersion trips added to original plans
This year marked changes in service, with two new spring Block days cut for 2017-18 school year
break trips being added to the calendar of immersion expeAfter years of having block schedule once per quarter, the
riences available to students who wish to spend their spring Instructional Council decided to cut block days for the upbreaks in unusual ways.
coming school year.
The first added was a second annual trip to Centro San
Block schedule originally began as a way to test whether
Yves in Yoro, Honduras. The students spent their break in a SLUH should implement the block system completely. In fact,
center with malnourished children. The trip came out of a the block day system never really left the “pilot program” stage,
spike in interest for the senior project January trip, and an in- though after a few years, most students forgot it was an experiability to accommodate that interest during January. The trip is ment at all. After increased complaints from teachers on the
only open to seniors at this point.
ineffectiveness of the current block day schedule, the days were
The second trip added was a trip down to the US/Mexico cut. The general consensus was best summed up by Assistant
border to work with migrants for a week—the Kino Border Principal for Academics Tom Becvar.
Initiative. The group met with all sides of the immigration is“They’re not a true test of block days,” said Becvar.
sue—everyone from recently deported migrants, to border pa- “They’re just like, okay we took a break for these two days in
trol, to ranchers who live on the border.
some classes, and that’s why kids like them, but if you talk to
the people who have to cover the material, they’re not going to
Laughlin to leave in July 2018, will become president of say that they’re really good for education.”
Rockhurst
After 11 years at the helm, President David Laughlin an-

Top Feature Stories
Editor’s note: Features editors Galen Bacharier and Matthew throughout the years.
Book compiled Prep News Volume 81’s top feature stories.
Student social media survey displays vSnapchat’s rise to
September 11, 2001: 15 years looking back
dominance, Facebook’s fall from glory
Current St. Louis U. High’s students are old enough to reThree years removed from the last SLUH student social
member the terrorist attack that changed the course of history, media survey, the landscape has changed drastically. Snapchat
but faculty remember the day in the classrooms, offices, and and Instagram find their way onto more than half of underhallways as clear as day—testimonies from Spanish teacher classmen phones, while Facebook finds its last legs with the
Charlie Merriott and Assistant Principal for Mission Jim Lin- class of 2017. Included are charts showing social media usage
hares paint an atmosphere of silence and fear. In the follow- and preferred medium among every class.
ing issue, a timeline details Prep News coverage of the attack
Fantastic Feets and Where to Find Them: SLUH students
poll on footwear
Yet another Prep News survey asks students for their preferred footwear—from Vans to loafers to Sperrys. They explain
their shoes of choice, with in-depth analysis on what makes
those shoes popular—and a fantastic headline to boot (heh).

Facing the past: the ties between SLUH and slavery
The Prep News spent months poring over historical documents and talking with professors, archivists, and historians
to uncover the history of slavery in the foundation of SLUH
and SLU, including a look at the current research team at SLU.

100 years: St. Louis U. High’s basketball program
From NBA legend “Easy Ed” to all-time leading scorer
Dan Vierling, the Prep News looks back on 100 years of the
St. Louis U. High basketball program and its most significant
players and events, including the ceremony in the Danis Field
House earlier this year.

Did Sacagawea’s son go to SLUH?
Many notable men have gone to SLUH over the years, perhaps none more famous than Jean Baptiste Charbonneau, son
of Sacagawea ... but is he really an alum? This article explored
the evidence we have tying him to the school and attempted to
clear up some the uncertainties surrounding his enrollment.
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Top Sports Stories

Editors’ Note: Sports editor Andrew Modder compiled this first franchise coach from STL; sports editors head to Scotyear’s top sports stories; they are listed in chronological order and trade, meet the Blues
do not reflect the importance of any of the stories.
Sports editors Will Farroll and Andrew Modder met the
St. Louis Blues’ head video coach Sean Ferrell, who talked
Martel earns 500th career win, soccer splits four games in about how he became the Blues’ video coach, what his job entwo weeks
tails, and what it’s like to be part of a team like the Blues. FerAt the end of St. Louis U. High’s 3-0 win over Fort Zum- rell secured press passes for the editors to watch a Blues game
walt South, head coach Charlie Martel received a Gatorade from the press box, visit the locker room, and listen to press
shower from his players in celebration of his 500th victory as conferences.
a high school soccer coach. This was Martel’s 490th win as the
SLUH soccer coach.
Basketball topples CBC to claim first MCC crown
Sporting the Paint it Pink uniforms, the basketball team,
MCC: 25 years of competition, respect, and sportsmanship led by McKissic’s 31 points, defeated rival CBC 66-49 to earn
This year marked the 25th anniversary of the Metro Cath- its 20th win of the season and, for the first time, the title of
olic Conference, a conference of Catholic schools including MCC Champions.
SLUH, De Smet, Chaminade, Vianney, and CBC.
Hockey headed to Challenge Cup Finals in rematch against
End of an era: Kornfeld retires after legendary 37-year ten- CBC; defensive breakdowns allow Cadets to sink Jr.
ure at the U. High; inducted into Missouri Football Coaches Bills
Association Hall of Fame
A very successful regular season with just two losses and
Head football coach Gary Kornfeld announced his retire- a gritty mini-game victory over Oakville in the semifinals
sent the SLUH hockey team back to the Scottrade Center for
the State title game, but the Jr. Bills fell to CBC for the third
straight year, 4-1.
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stepped down, leaving Stephen Deves to fill his role. Both
Koestner and Zarrick will stay on as assistants to help ease the
transition.
Rugby falls short in State Championship to KC Jr. Blues
27-26
Looking to avenge three previous losses to the Jr. Blues

photo | Brendan Voigt

in the State Championship, the rugby team battled hard and
R-ball dominates to win seventh consecutive State title; SU- nearly pulled off a huge comeback, coming the closest to a
PER SEVEN: R-ball claims Nationals; eleventh overall title State title in the team’s history.
Racquetball kept its dynasty going with another State and
National title, looking for number eight next season.
Water Polo wins third consecutive State Championship
After an undefeated season against teams in Missouri, the
Former NFL player Mike Jones hired as varsity football head Aqua Jocks won their third straight State Championship with
coach
a 9-4 victory over Ladue. This is the team’s 19th overall title.
In the wake of Gary Kornfeld’s retirement, SLUH’s football program transferred the coaching reins over to Mike
photo | Dominic Skroska Jones, a former St. Louis Rams player famous for his gamement after 37 years with the football program, 29 of them spent saving tackle in Super Bowl XXXIV that gave the Rams their
as the head coach. He garnered 212 wins and led 14 SLUH first ever ring.
squads to District Championships, and was honored as a new
member of the Missouri Football Coaches Association Hall of After 5 seasons and 4 trips to Scottrade, Fitzpatrick steps
down as varsity head hockey coach
Fame.
Head hockey coach Kevin Fitzpatrick decided to leave his
McKissic racks up point #1000 as a Jr. Bill; named MCC post after five seasons with the boys in blue. In his tenure, he
Player of the Year; Claggett wins Coach of the Year
led the Jr. Bills to a State Championship in his first season and
Senior basketball star Brandon McKissic became the three runner-up finishes as well.
tenth Jr. Bill to reach 1000 points in his high school career,
achieving the milestone in SLUH’s season opener against Eu- Koestner, Zarrick step down from racquetball positions,
reka. After a successful 21-7 season, McKissic was recognized leave dynasty in wake
After 32 years as the head of the racquetball program,
as the MCC Player of the Year, and head coach Erwin Claggett
Joe Koestner relinquished his coaching position, ending an
was recognized as Coach of the Year.
era in which SLUH won 11 National titles, by relinquishing
artwork | John Burke
Ferrell ’88, from SLUH player to NHL coach, becomes his coaching position. The team’s director Patrick Zarrick also
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3-peat: high powered offense leads water District champs no more:
Baseball suffers first
polo to State title
District loss in 27 years
Nick Gima
STAFF

T
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The water polo team after beating Ladue in the State Finals.

Ryan Neuner
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High water polo team claimed a
record 19th State championship–its third in a row–with
a 9-4 victory over Ladue this
past Saturday.
With a perfect record
versus Missouri teams this
season and two victories over
Ladue earlier in the year,
the team went into the title
game confident and ready to
win. Yet Ladue, energized by
their upset of second-ranked
Lindbergh in the semifinals,
proved to be the toughest

Missouri competition the Jr.
Bills faced all season.
“It’s always hard to beat
a team three times because
they’ve had a chance to figure
some things out,” said head
coach Paul Baudendistel.
Senior captain Thomas
Nordmann started the scoring for the Jr. Bills 45 seconds
into the game but received a
kickout less than a minute
later, which enabled Ladue to
tie the game at one.
Juniors Joe Jellinek
and John Burke both scored
shortly thereafter, but Ladue
netted an impressive goal off

a foul to cut the SLUH lead in
half.
The Jr. Bills scored on
their first two possessions
of the second quarter, with
junior Nick Mattingly and
Jellinek scoring off assists
from senior Luke Smith. Both
teams struggled on offense
for nearly five minutes before Ladue scored on another
6-on-5. Senior captain Brandon Trusler answered 13 seconds later with a goal to give
SLUH a 6-3 lead at half.
The Jr. Bills held Ladue
scoreless in the third quarter,
while Trusler, Jellinek, and ju-

nior Jacob Fields each added
a goal, extending the lead to
9-3.
With a comfortable lead,
Baudendistel slowed the team
down during the fourth quarter, letting the seniors play
keepaway in the last minutes
of the game. Ladue scored on
a five-meter with less than a
minute left, but they couldn’t
challenge SLUH’s formidable
lead, and the Jr. Bills secured
their third straight state
championship.
“We did not play as disciplined as we normally do

continued on page 10

he St. Louis U. High baseball team’s season came to
a close this past week with a
loss to Vianney to end the Jr.
Bills’ streak of 26 consecutive
District Championships.
SLUH opened up District play as the second-seed,
matching them up against
the Kirkwood Pioneers in the
semifinals.
The Bills got out to a hot
start in the bottom of the first,
scoring three quick runs to
propel them to an early 3-0
lead.
Starting pitcher Griffin
Lester held the Pioneers until
the top of the fourth inning
when they tied it up to make
it 3-3. Lester returned for the
fifth inning but was pulled after walking the leadoff batter.
Head coach Steve Nicollerat
brought in junior Matt Bauer
from the bullpen.
The two squads were
knotted up until the bottom of the fifth. Junior Ricky
Browne brought in the go
ahead run with a double into
the left-center gap, putting the
Bills ahead 4-3.
Then things got interesting in the top of the sixth.
Kirkwood had runners on first and second with
nobody out. Kirkwood was
looking to bunt, so Nicollerat called for the wheel play.
In this play, senior short-

stop Donovan Ditto took off
to cover third while senior
third baseman Adam Kleffner
charged in to cover the bunt.
The play worked to perfection
as Kleffner fielded the bunt
and threw to Ditto at third for
the out.
Bauer then got the next
two outs to get the Bills out of
the jam and keep the score at
4-3.
This would prove to be
enough as the Bills held the
Pioneers in the top of the
seventh to secure the win,
sending them to the District
Championship.
Senior Nick Peccola and
junior Danny Favazza led the
Bills’ offense. Peccola went 3
for 3 and Favazza went 1 for 3
with 3 RBIs on the day.
Next, the Bills went up
against Vianney in the District Championship. SLUH
had knocked off the Griffins
in the finals the past two years
and had already beaten them
twice in the regular season.
SLUH was matched up
against starting pitcher and
University of Missouri commit Luke Mann for the Griffins. The Bills have had great
success against him in the
past. Mann has only suffered
four losses in his high school
career, all of which have come
against SLUH.
Vianney opened up the
scoring in the bottom half of

continued on page 9

Wind proves too much for Golf, takes home 5th place
Andrew Modder
SPORTS EDITOR

C

oming off a strong showing at Sectionals, the St.
Louis U. High varsity golf
team traveled to the Class 4
State Championship in Joplin, Mo., looking for redemption after seventh place finishes the past two years.
This year, State was held
at Twin Hills Country Club,
an older course with a very
narrow layout that challenged
players off the tee. Big trees
lined both sides of almost all
fairways, ready to swallow
up any errant drive or iron
shot. Large white sand bunkers guarded greens which
were firm and fast, making
hitting fairways critical for
anyone looking to fire a low
score. The fairways, made up
of Bermudagrass, were quite
variable, as a ball could easily
nestle down in the grass and
present a bad lie for a player.
“The elements certainly affect the game of golf,
there’s no doubt about it, being extremely dry or wet,
soft greens, hard greens, the
wind,” said head coach Scott
Gilbert. “We all know it was

a tight course, it certainly was
not open, with huge, old trees
lining almost every single
fairway.”
SLUH kept the same
postseason lineup from Districts and Sectionals: seniors
Max Twardowski and Andrew Modder, and juniors
Sam Bricker, Louie Perotti,
and Jack Wachter. Everyone
but Modder had already competed in State before, giving
the team a good deal of confidence about a high finish.
The tournament took
place over two days, with 18
holes played on each day, and
the top four teams awarded
with plaques. Eight teams
competed in total, including
Chaminade, Lebanon, Liberty North, Glendale, Rock
Bridge, Rockhurst, Lafayette,
and SLUH.
On the first morning of
the tournament, everything
was calm, with not a bit of
breeze to speak of, and it
seemed like a great day for
low scores. But shortly after
the five Jr. Bills started their
rounds, the wind began to
pick up, becoming a big factor for all players.

Senior Max Twardowski at State on Tuesday.

Bricker fired the lowest score of the day for the Jr.
Bills, relying on good shots
from tee to green and superb
short game skills. He came in
with a 4-over par 76, placing
him tied for 14th individually.
“The greens were small
and firm so often I’d find
myself having to get up and
down from some difficult positions, and with my putter
being hot that made it a lot

easier,” said Bricker.
Wachter was the next
best, carding a 5-over 77. He
had to battle through a recent
left shoulder injury, which
left him unable to get a lot of
power on all of his shots
“To watch him battle and
after each shot the pain, the
hunched over, was not only
hard to watch but in some
sense was pretty heroic,” said
Gilbert.

photo | Mr. Scott Gilbert

Perotti came in with the
third score for SLUH, struggling to catch any good breaks
throughout his round and not
really getting anything positive going for him. He found
himself behind some trees off
the tee, which made it hard to
go low. He finished with an
83.
Twardowski held the last
score for the Jr. Bills, coming
in with an 85. He played pret-

ty well through the front nine
and the start of the back, until he reached hole 15, where
it all started to come unglued
for him.
“I shot 39 on the front
nine and was only a couple
over going into hole 15. I
made a nine on the par 5
15th and then bogeys on the
remaining three holes,” said
Twardowski. “I lost myself
mentally and unfortunately
wasn’t able to regain any confidence.”
Modder also carded an
85, struggling to find any fairways off the tee and failing to
make many putts to gather
some momentum, especially
on the back nine.
At the end of day one,
Glendale pulled out to a five
stroke lead with a total score
of 300. Rockhurst followed at
305, with Chaminade breathing down their necks at 306.
It was a dead heat for the
fourth spot, with four teams
within three strokes of one
another. Rock Bridge held
onto fourth with 318, but
both Lebanon and Liberty
North came in at 320. SLUH

continued on page 10

District Champs: Henken dominates in
volleyball’s victory over CBC

Senior Leo Henken against CBC on Wednesday.

Nathan Langhauser
STAFF

S

t. Louis U. High’s varsity
volleyball team has toppled
CBC to become District champions once again. The finals
were Wednesday night, with
SLUH beating CBC 25-16 and
25-19. The Jr. Bills are now set
to play Francis Howell Central
in the State Quarterfinals.
The setup for the District
Tournament was changed
this year to a bracket style,
from last year’s round-robin
template. The top two teams
from each district advance to
the State Tournament, so the
Jr. Bills only had to win one
match to be guaranteed a spot
in the tournament due to a
first round bye in Districts.
That one match came against
Parkway South.
The Jr. Bills finally saw the
return of senior outside hitter
Jake Swyers after a few weeks
of injury. Through his consistent hitting, he helped push
the Jr. Bills out to an early lead

and maintain it throughout
the set. South could not size
up against SLUH’s middles—
junior Matt Coplen and senior
Nick Sondermann—and the
two had an easy day of work,
getting a kill whenever called
upon. The Jr. Bills cruised to
an easy first set victory, 25-15.
“We were able to respond
and play well even though the
team is not up to our level,”
said senior Leo Henken.
The second set went
very similarly, but the serving
struggled at the beginning,
leaving the door open for
South to compete. South was
not able to capitalize, however, as they could not find any
strong kills around the Jr. Bills’
block. This helped SLUH take
the second set, 25-14, and advance to the District title game
against CBC.
SLUH already saw CBC
twice in the regular season
and wanted this meeting to be
no different. Everything went
according to the game plan in
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the first set, with the middles
dominating and spreading the
ball around the attackers. The
Jr. Bills went on to win easily,
25-16.
“Ryan (Whealen) set a
smart game, a few key kills
coming down the stretch from
Sondermann and Coplen
helped a lot,” said head coach
Jeff Cheak.
“It was good to come out
and show our strength against
a team that is going to be top
eight in the state,” said Henken.
The second set was different, though. CBC came out
strong, adjusting their hitting
and finding some seams in the
Jr. Bills’ defense.
“CBC played great in the
second set. It was fun to see
our guys get challenged and
how we responded from down
12-8,” said Cheak.
SLUH fought back,
though, shifting momentum
through some great defensive
touches and key kills from Sw-

yers.

Streak over: six seniors say
goodbye to the diamond
(continued from page 8)

the first. Their 3-4-5 hitters
all delivered consecutive base
hits, each bringing in a run.
The Griffins quickly jumped
out to a 3-0 lead.
Getting in an early hole
was nothing new for starting
pitcher Weston Baker, though.
In his last meeting with the
Griffins, Baker allowed four
runs in the first inning, only
to shut them out for the rest of
the game.
Both offenses remained
silent until the top of the
fourth inning, when the Bills
picked up a run.
Browne led off the inning
with a hit-by-pitch to put him
on first base. Browne then advanced to second base after a
poor pickoff throw by Mann.
Senior Louis Garavaglia was
next up to the dish. He hit a
lazy chopper to Mann who
tried to be aggressive and
throw out Browne advancing
to third, but his throw got past
the third baseman, allowing
Browne to score easily. The
Bills now trailed 3-1.
However, Vianney responded in their half of the
fifth. Vianney doubled to start
the inning, and then later
scored off of an errant throw
by Baker. Then, another double brought in another runner
to extend the Griffin lead to
5-1.
In the sixth inning, with
the bases loaded and no outs,

the Jr. Bills threatened, but
back-to-back strikeouts ended
any attempt at a rally.
SLUH was then shut out
in the top of the seventh to
seal the victory for the Vianney Griffins.
Baker went six innings,
allowing five runs on ten hits
with two walks and six strikeouts.
“I was real proud of
Weston,” said head coach
Steve Nicollerat. “He hung in
there in a difficult situation. A
lot of kids would have folded
and he didn’t. I was proud of
him for how he competed.”
This game ended SLUH’s
incredible run of 26 consecutive District championships,
but for Nicollerat, the wins
have never meant as much as
the players he works with.
“I’m real proud of them.
They work hard and I couldn’t
ask for anything else from
them,” said Nicollerat.
This loss marked the end
of the baseball careers for
many SLUH veterans. Seniors
Kleffner, Baker, Jacob Safarian, Peccola, and Ditto have
all played four years of SLUH
baseball, with many of them
being on the varsity squad for
those four years.
“It was a disappointing
way to end the season,” said
Kleffner. “But I still think we
exceeded a lot of expectations.”

“Our defense really
picked up. Brian Venhaus
made a few key plays and
changed the momentum,” said
Cheak.
“Jake Swyers and Brian
Venhaus both had really good
games with some good defensive plays leading to a good
district win,” said Henken.
The Jr. Bills regained the
lead at 13-12 and didn’t look
back, winning the district, 2519.
“Definitely excited that
the guys got out of Districts in
first. That’s always one of our
key goals at the beginning of
the year,” said Cheak.
The Jr. Bills are the top
seed in the State Tournament
and play Francis Howell Central in the first round. SLUH
has already played Howell
Central in the regular season
and know what to expect. The
quarterfinal match is Saturday Senior Jacob Safarian slides in a game
against Chaminade.
at SLUH at 4:30.
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Several athletes qualify for Sectionals as track places
third
at Districts
David Gordon
REPORTER

T

he Jr. Bills competed at
the Class 5 District 2
meet at over the weekend at
Parkway South, placing third
of eight teams. Kirkwood
took second with 116 while
Lafayette secured a first place
title with 148 points.
Even though SLUH was
not able to come out with
a team first place, the track
team had many different
competitors secure a spot in
the Sectional meet by placing
within the top four in their
event. Each school was allotted two athletes to compete in
each event.
“Athletes in all different
field events and track events

did exceptionally well. That’s
a big deal because this is a
pretty huge meet,” said coach
Ryan McAnany.
Some of these exceptional performances came from
senior captain Jayson Ashford. He was able to secure a
spot in sectionals in the 100,
200, 400, and 4 x 400 relay.
“You know, I didn’t feel
the greatest competing but
I’m gonna bounce back,” said
Ashford.
Even though Ashford
was not feeling his best, he
still secured first place in each
of those events to secure a
spot in the Sectionals meet,
in which District 1 and 2 of
Class 5 will compete against
each other.

The field events had a
stellar day as they were able to
qualify several athletes.
“I felt that the shotput
and discus throwers really
came to compete on Saturday,”
said coach John Diffley.
SLUH had athletes qualify in both events as senior captain David Gordon secured
fourth place in discus with
a mark of 132 feet and seven
inches and junior Sam Evans
captured third place with a
throw of 137’ 10”. Going into
the event, Gordon was seeded
eighth and Evans was seeded
sixth, but they came to compete and now will be competing at the Sectional meet.
High jumping junior
Daniel McMurran placed first

in the high jump, clearing 6’
6”, which will give him a first
seed at the Sectional meet.
“My legs felt light and I
felt like an eagle in the air. I’m
feeling really good about that
jump,” said McMurran.
Lastly in the field events,
senior captain Sean Hruz and
senior Mike Rueckert were
able to claim third and fourth
place. Hruz vaulted for 13’ 6”
and Rueckert was able to clear
12’ 6”.
Back on the track, another story of an underdog
emerged. Sophomore Patrick
Hetlage was able to slide in
and secure a spot in the 3200
race.
“It wasn’t very likely

continued on page 10

10

SPORTS

Prep News

May 18, 2017

Volume 81, Issue 31

Golf falters at State with
inconsistent play

(continued from page 8)

lurked right behind them at
321, needing a big second day
to bring home some hardware.
The wind was blowing
hard from the get-go on the
second day, becoming an even
bigger factor than the first day.
This was certainly reflected in
players’ scores, a lot of them
being higher than the first day.
“The wind was a little
bit of an issue on Tuesday,
all golfers really had to learn
how to play the wind, had
to look at the trees, the way
leaves were blowing, and had
to learn from other people’s
shots: was the ball getting
knocked down, was it flying
the green?” said Gilbert.
The team’s main goal going into the pivotal second day
was to beat Rock Bridge, hoping that Lebanon and Liberty
North would both slip under
pressure. Several of the Jr. Bills
played with a Rock Bridge
golfer, making their purpose
simple: beat that guy.
Perotti picked it up in his
second round, coming in with
an 80 to lead the Jr. Bills. After
a rough front nine of 42, Perotti battled his way back and
ended on a high note with a 38
on the back.
Bricker continued to
keep his steady and consistent play going, hitting a lot of
smart shots and keeping himself out of hazards and other
trouble the course had to offer.
He carded an 81, and missed
the individual All-State cut by
a mere three strokes.
“I hit my driver very well.
There are some tight tee shots
out there that require precise
placement off the tee, and I

was hitting my driver well
enough to get in some scoring
positions,” said Bricker.
Wachter continued the
arduous grind with his shoulder injury, showing some serious grit and determination as
he also fired an 81.
“Considering the pain
I was in, I thought I played
pretty well,” said Wachter. “I
putted horribly and that’s what
costed me a lot of strokes.”
Modder came in with
the fourth and final score for
SLUH, ending his high school
career with an 82. Although
he hit more fairways on the
second day, he couldn’t get any
putts to fall for him.
Twardowski ended his
SLUH career with an 83, continuing to catch bad breaks
despite hitting pretty good
shots from tee to green. No
putts were falling for him,
which made it a sour ending
to a very successful career.
“I struggled with my
short game and found it hard
to draw a good lie anywhere
on the course. If I missed a
green there was almost no way
I was getting up and down for
par,” said Twardowski. “I was
obviously bummed about how
I played and the fact that it
was my last high school event
made it even worse. It was a
weird feeling walking up to
the last green, one that I can’t
really describe.”
The Jr. Bills’ effort on day
two resulted in a team score
of 324, which was enough to
move ahead of Lebanon and
Liberty North. However, the
team fell even further behind
Rock Bridge, which put them

in fifth when all was said and
done.
`“I was very happy
with the way [the] guys managed those two days. I know
we all wish it could had been
better; we all had holes we
wish we had back, putts we
wish we had back,” said Gilbert. “[The] guys battled,
[they] never quit.”
Rockhurst came in first
place with a total score of
610, followed close behind by
Glendale at 613 and Chaminade at 615. Rock Bridge
wrapped up the final plaque at
624, and the Jr. Bills fell short
at 645.
“I would say the team
result was disappointing. We
opened the year with some
really good team scores so to
come in with such a high team
score is a tad bit disappointing
because we all know we can
do better,” said Bricker.
However, the bump from
seventh to fifth over the two
days showed the resilience
of the Jr. Bills, improving on
their past two State finishes.
Looking to next season,
SLUH will try to make another State run with returning
players like Wachter, Perotti,
and Bricker, as well as others
like junior Jack FitzPatrick,
sophomores Parker Leavitt
and Jonathan Turner, and
freshman Ray Winter.
“All in all, I’m happy that
you guys cranked it up to fifth
place after sitting in seventh
on Monday. It was good, but
again, we still have a lot of
work to do,” said Gilbert. “We
have a big core coming back,
some good guys coming up
too.”

Water polo defends streak, tallies
nineteenth championship

(continued from page 8)

but did more than enough
to win,” said Baudendistel.
The State title is Baudendistel’s ninth as head
coach, and SLUH’s 19th overall. Yet despite the Jr. Bills’ past
dominance, Baudendistel emphasized that success this year
was in no way guaranteed.
“Coming into this year,
we had some real questions
about talent and leadership in
the senior class ... and I think
[the seniors] answered them
both extremely well. I’m very
proud of the season they had,”
said Baudendistel, crediting
them with stepping up in the
wake of much of the 2016
team graduating.
Unsurprisingly,
many
SLUH players were honored

that he was going to qualify for Sectionals, but he had a
nice PR,” said McAnany.
Freshman Lazarus Williams had a phenomenal day
of competition as well. He secured a spot in the Sectional
meet in all events he competed in: 4x800 relay, 800, and the

4x400 relay.
“I felt really good about
my performance because I
was able to PR in all my events
I competed in,” said Williams.
The team will be competing this Saturday at Marquette
High School for the Class 5
sectional 1 meet. The top four
marks in each event will move

Reflecting on 2 years of PN
(continued from page 3)

the stories of the people and
goings-on within it.
Those stories have helped
inform an ideal I’ve come to
hold very dear as I became
more interested and even
passionate about journalism—honesty and truth. Unfortunately, I came to realize
over the last couple years that
at times, our 30-person high
school paper has more integrity and honesty than the networks and publications; those
that hire thousands, and are
seen by millions.
CNN boasts all of their
headlines on TV as ‘breaking
news’, almost all cable news is
dominated by panels of people
in a screaming match, and of
course, the Internet is plagued
by sites that propagate false
headlines and articles—everyone’s favorite, ‘fake news’.
That virtue of honesty and
integrity in spite of opposition
in many forms of media has led

onto to compete at the State
meet.
“(We’re) really excited,
we’re going to see a lot of
competition and just come
out and compete the best
we can,” said senior Roman
Lipinski.

with end-of-year awards. Defender Burke was All-District
Honorable Mention Team,
two-meter Mattingly was AllDistrict Third Team, senior
goalie Mike Harris was AllDistrict Second Team, twometer Jellinek was All-District
First Team, and defender Nordmann was All-District First
Team and Defensive Player of
the Year.
However, a handful of
SLUH players arguably got
snubbed simply because of
how many quality players the
Jr. Bills had. Furthermore, a
few players could have potentially won awards had they
played on other Missouri
teams and gotten more playing time, yet did not stand out
among SLUH’s top squad.

Looking back on the season as a whole, Baudendistel
contributed the team’s success
to the players’ work ethic.
“If you just walked into
a practice, I don’t think you
could tell who the starters
are and who the non-starters
are based on effort, based on
intensity, (and) based on engagement in practice,” said
Baudendistel. “We played the
hardest schedule we’ve ever
played, and represented very
well.”
At the end of another
successful season, the Jr. Bills
can look to a bright future,
with returning starters Jellinek, Burke, and Mattingly
hoping to lead the team to its
20th State title in 2018.

Tennis Individual Districts

Track eyes set on Sectional success
(continued from page 9)
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Senior Thomas Nordmann against Ladue.

Freshman No. 4 seed Victor Stefanescu won a first round match 6-2,
6-1 to advance to the semifinals, and eventually finished third overall.
Senior No. 2 seed Michael Behr won his first match 6-2, 6-4, but lost in
the semifinals 4-6, 4-6 to claim fourth place.
Senior doubles duo Ben and Sam Bott won 6-2, 6-2 to advance to the
semifinals, and ended up coming in fourth place.

Calendar

me to the answer to my final
question, the one concerning
my future and college.
Regular Schedule
I’m attending Mizzou next Friday, May 19
year for their School of Jour- AP
Snack—Chicken Rings
nalism—if you had told me Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
that two years ago, I would’ve Vegetarian—Garden Burger
laughed in your face. But now, Saturday, May 20
I’m excited and anxious to V Track meet in sectionals
bring the journalistic passion
Half Day Schedule
that the Prep News instilled in Monday, May 22
me, as well as those values, to a JV/V Rugby banquet
Exam Schedule
larger world, and hopefully an Tuesday, May 23
even larger one after that.
8:05am
Theology exams
So thank you, Leo, Con- 9:50am History exams
nor, Nolen, and all the other
Wednesday, May 24
Exam Schedule
guys from last year. Thanks to
8:05am
Foreign
language
exams
the guys around me, the PN 81
staff, the best friends anyone 9:50am Science exams
could have. Thank you, Mr. Thursday, May 25
Exam Schedule
Missey, for not being afraid to
8:05am
Math exams
tear apart an article and force
endless revisions for the sake 9:50am English exams
of a better result, and for drill- Friday, May 26
Summer Break
ing those values of journalis- Summer break begins
tic honesty and integrity into V track state championship meet @ Jefferson City High School
our head during every editors’ meeting. Thank you, Prep Saturday, May 27
5:00pm
Baccalaureate Mass and Dinner
News.

Sunday, May 28
1:00pm

Graduation

Thursday, June 1
V baseball in state semifinals/finals

Saturday, June 5
8:00am

Senior advisor training for freshmen direction days

8:00am

Direction days

Monday, June 7

Tuesday, June 8
8:00am

Direction days

Thursday, August 17
Classes resume

Friday, August 18
7:00pm

Monday, August 21
4:30pm

Eclipse

JV football vs Gateway STEM

Thursday, August 24
Friday, August 25
7:00pm

Regular Schedule

V football @ Gateway STEM high school

The Running of the Bills
V football vs. Ladue

Late Start Schedule
Mass Schedule
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masthead can be found on pages eight and nine.
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LEFT COLUMN TOP TO BOTTOM:
Sunset over the SLUH grounds, by Louis
Barnes.
Junior Teddy Washington pitching, by Mrs.
Kathy Chott.
Charlie ‘Profe’ Merriott hugging Assistant
Principal for Mission Jim Linhares, by Sulli
Wallisch.
Senior BJ Wilson goes up for a dunk, by Will
Kelly.
Freshmen of the class of 2020 at Running of
the Bills, by Brendan Voigt.

RIGHT COLUMN TOP TO BOTTOM:
President David Laughlin being hit by a water
balloon during Mission Week, by Brendan Voigt.
Seniors Tony Adams and Mitch Batschelett, by
Brendan Voigt.
Hockey captain and senior Luke Gassett, by Joe
Hillmeyer.
Social studies teacher Bob O’Connell going for a
massive swing, by Brendan Voigt.

