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David Jackson ’16 passes away; SLUH
community shocked and mourning

New
policies:
Lanyards?
Yes.
Phones? No.
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hat do Major League
Baseball, every other
high school west of the Mississippi, 23 of the states in
the U.S., and the Civil War
all have in common? Every
single one of these are younger than St. Louis University
High School. This year, SLUH
is celebrating it’s 200th year
with a snazzy new logo and
many events spread throughout the school year.
If you have not yet seen
the new logo for the bicentennial, a celebration of 200
years, just take a look at the
cover of anybody’s planner or
go on the SLUH website. The
large, bolded logo is hard to
miss.
“You only get one opportunity to celebrate a bicentennial. A part of doing that
well is letting our community know that this is important and let all of the alumni,
parents, and people who just
drive by know that this is a big
part of our story,” says principal Ian Gibbons, S.J.
The logo does a good
job of doing just this. It is not
hard to see what the logo is
celebrating, because the big
bolded “200” is the first thing
you see when looking at the
logo.
You may think that with
the logo being put up in so
many places that this is the
new permanent SLUH logo,
but this is not the case. The
new logo is an addition to the
classic fleur de lis logo sported by so many banners and
SLUH T-shirts.
The new logo was created by Paradigm New Media
Group, a company owned by
several SLUH alumni. The
group created several different logo options that were
voted on by a committee led
by SLUH Director of Communications Ben DuMont.
“There were about a dozen teachers and faculty representing the different factions
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David Jackson ’16 (right) during a varsity football game.
BY Jack Schweizer
EDITOR IN CHIEF			

D

avid Jackson, ’16, passed
away last Thursday, Aug.
17, after nearly drowning at
Fugitive Beach in Rolla, Mo.
on Aug. 9, leaving the St. Louis
U. High community in shock

and mourning. He was 19.
Jackson was swimming
with two other friends—Mario Thomallari, ’16, and Miles
Quigless, ’16— when the accident occurred, on Aug. 9. He
was originally flown to Rolla’s
local hospital, Phelps County
Regional Medical Center, but

Gibbons transitions into
life at SLUH

later transported to Mercy
Hospital in St. Louis for more
advanced treatment. Jackson
spent just over a week in the
intensive care unit before passing away.
In a short message posted
on Twitter, President David
Laughlin announced the news
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fter nearly two decades
away from St. Louis, The
Rev. Ian Gibbons is back as
the principal of Saint Louis
U. High and the 2017-2018
school year is off to a fast
start.
continued on page 5
“My transition was very

The weekly student newspaper
of St. Louis University High
School
4970 Oakland Ave. - St. Louis,
MO 63110
(314) 531-0330 ext. 2241
online at sluh.org/prepnews
prepnews@sluh.org
©2017 St. Louis University High
School Prep News. No material may
be reprinted without the permission
of the editors and moderator.

photo | Joe Hillmeyer

fast. I finished in New York
on June 20 and came here and
started on July 5. The very
short break was due to a difference in academic schedules,” said Gibbons.
Gibbons officially took
over as principal on July 1,
replacing interim principal

continued on page 5

News

College Counseling week
Two hundred seniors take advantage of chance to work on
college applications with counselors help in library. Page 2.
News

Value the Truth
The editors of Prep News 82
delve into their hopes for the
year and goals for community
contribution to the school newspaper. Page 3 .

his past Monday, August
21, the Great American
Eclipse stretched from the Pacific Northwest to the Southeast United States, with the
southern portion of the St.
Louis area and a large part of
the St. Louis U. High community experiencing some of the
longest amounts of totality in
the country.
The last total eclipse to
touch America happened 38
years ago on Feb. 26,1979.
However, unlike this most
recent eclipse, it only touched
a small portion of the northwestern United States, allowing very few people to witness
it in totality. So, many people
grew excited when they heard
that they would be able to
view the eclipse from their
own backyard, but very few
places took it as seriously as
SLUH.

Feature

Summer Jobs
Trucking, photography, and internships. Learn about some of
the interesting jobs that students
around SLUH had over the summer. Page 7.
Feature

continued on page 4

St. Louis stops and stares:
solar eclipse
BY Sam Ortmann and Joe
Lux

Fr. Gibbons working in his office.

to the community, saying,
“Sad to share that David Jackson ’16 has passed away. Honored to know him. Christ has
him. Pray for his family and
friends. AMDG.”
Prior to Laughlin’s message on Twitter, as students

New Freshman Course
Global I becomes Human Geography to instill a better understanding of social studies in
classes, not simply history. Page
8 .

“There have been a lot
of people in this building
who have been waiting since
1979 from the last eclipse,”
said Science Department
chair and eclipse enthusiast
Mary Russo. “So this came up
on the agenda of the department chairs a couple years
ago just to make sure we were
going to prep for it correctly.
This meant a lot for our community, especially as a Jesuit
school. You don’t have to look
far to research the history of
Jesuit astronomers and their
influence on folks like Newton and Galileo.”
To help inform both
SLUH’s student body and the
faculty and staff, Russo and
Kathy Chott hosted several
speakers, sent out school wide
emails, and created the Solar
Eclipse Task Force. Members
of this group, which included
students, talked to administration about what to do for
the eclipse and even partici-

continued on page 5

Sports

New hockey staff
The Jr. Billiken hockey team
gears up for the new season under a new coaching staff, including head coach Jack Behan. Page
9.

Sports

Soccer season starts
SLUH soccer continues threeyear winning streak over Chaminade with a 1-0 win, this time in
honor of SLUH alum David Jackson. Page 9

n an attempt to limit distractions for students and
increase school security, new
policies have been set in motion for the 2017-18 school
year banning phones during
school hours and requiring
ID lanyards to be worn by all
members of the SLUH community.
The issue concerning the
use of phones was brought
up beginning in the 2014-15
school year when iPads were
first brought to SLUH in the
pilot program, by the Technology and Formation Committee, made up of several
faculty members and Assistant Principal for Student Life
Brock Kesterson.
“One of the things we
talked about a couple years
ago when we started with
iPads was ‘what do we do
with phones?’ The conversation last year was with seniors
not having the BYOD (bring
your own device) option, they
needed to have their phones
on them for whatever educational purpose they needed,”
said Kesterson. “We knew
that this year was going to
come, and we knew we were
going to be able to phase the
phones out this year.”
The goal in eliminating
phones during the school day
is to limit distractions for students.
“I know that technology
can be used for great things,
but I also know that it’s something that, as teenage boys,
you can get easily wrapped up
in, whether it’s through social
media or playing games,” said
Kesterson.
Even with this step, there
is still a long way to go in controlling potential distractions
that technology makes possible.
“It doesn’t mean that our
job is finished as far as you
guys not being distracted by
the other temptations of the

continued on page 8
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RFT piece: SLUH alum in
photo with Charlottesville
marcher

BTSM features packed house, alum DJ

BY Jack Schweizer and
Riley McEnery

EDITOR IN CHIEF, NEWS EDITOR

A

Seniors Jake Trunko, Daniel Dewan, and Danny Favazza at the Back to School Mixer.
BY Luke Wilmes and Charlie McGroarty
STAFF, REPORTER			

N

eon lights flash around
the Danis Field House,
blinding eyes like the solar
eclipse without safety RayBans. Booming techno music reverberates off the walls,
shaking the bodies and souls
of the Jr. Billikens and their
female companions. Seniors
shout over tables full of water,
pretzels, and eclipse t-shirts.
Contrary to popular belief,
this is not a madhouse. This
is the SLUH Back to School
Mixer. Hosted in the Danis
Field House, the mixer on
Saturday night let students let
off some steam after the first
couple of days back at school.
Student Body President
Jack McGrail estimated there
were about 2,000 people at
the mixer. STUCO is still in
the process of counting the
money from the event.
The BTSM was the beautiful child of Student Coun-

cil. STUCO members were
responsible for selling tickets to girls online, making a
trailer video, advertising the
BTSM, prepping the stage
for the DJ, creating the playlist, and cleaning up after the
thousands of teens left for the
night.
The DJ for this year’s raging BTSM was SLUH alum
Zach Brock, ’17, who works
for TKO DJ’s. The student
body had high praise for Zach
Brock’s performance.
“It was the best music
of all four years,” said senior
Schaefer.
“The music was
poppin’,” said senior Andrew
Lally.
Other than an occasional
crowdsurfer, the mixer went
by seamlessly as far as behavioral problems were concerned. Outfit choices were a
little edgy, ranging from zany
t-shirts and glow sticks to a
complete Left Shark costume.
STUCO moderator Kate
Toussaint was overall very

happy with the mixer and
STUCO, commenting that
she’s “happy with my STUCO
crew, they did a really great
job.”
The student body seemed
very pleased with the mixer as
well.
“It was energizing,” said
freshman Matthew Wilmes.
“It was a great way to meet
people. The music and lights
really hyped me up.”
Freshmen Anthony Garavaglia, Kevin Hickey, JonMarc Hicks, and Alex Harang
all described the BTSM as
“lit.”
“The mosh pit was the
best,” said sophomore Cooper
Swiecicki.
Zach Brock might have
been the all-star DJ for the
night, but there was an undercover MVP working the concession stands. The Honduras
Project was the presenting
sponsor at the BTSM, selling
water for $1, Pretzel Boys for
$2, and SLUH Glow-in-theDark eclipse t-shirts for a sug-
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gested $5 donation. Through
their efforts, the Honduras
Project raised $1,829 for their
trip to the Centro San Yves in
Yoro, Honduras.
“It was incredibly powerful to raise all this money as
a school to give these children
a fighting chance in a country
that can’t give them one,” said
senior Pierce Hastings, who
worked the Honduras table
all Saturday night. “It’s hard
to imagine raising money for
people thousands of miles
away but it was powerful to
see a school come together for
an incredible cause.”
The Honduras table and
the SLUH community came
together at the mixer not just
to have fun, but to promote
the Common Good.

n article in the Aug. 21
Riverfront Times, a local newspaper in St. Louis,
identifies a SLUH alum who
appeared in a picture with
Clark Canepa, a confirmed
participant in the Charlottesville white supremacist rallies.
Other SLUH alumni,
who remained unnamed in
the article, identified the alum
with Canepa in the picture.
Canepa was recently
featured in a St. Louis PostDispatch confirming his
association with the white
supremacist rallies in Charlottesville.
The SLUH alum denied
any association with the rallies when approached by a
reporter from The Riverfront
Times, writing “My appearance in a photo with someone
who may or may not have
been at the rally says nothing
about my opinions whatsoever.”
When the Prep News interviewed president David

Laughlin, he offered no additional comments and referred
to SLUH’s original statement
in The Riverfront Times article. The statement is printed
below:
“As a Jesuit Catholic
School, St. Louis University
High School is part of the
larger mission of the Catholic Church and that of the
Society of Jesus in the United
States. We profess that all
people are made in the image and likeness of God. We
value and teach the dignity
of every human person from
natural conception to natural
death, and, therefore, we abhor racism, violence and the
death of innocent people. We
continue to pray for all those
in need of spiritual healing
and for the consolation of all
harmed by injustice. We are
committed to forming our
students in accordance with
our Jesuit Catholic mission
as a response to the brokenness of our humanity and in
the hope of human solidarity as magnified in Christ.”

College Counseling Department holds student help week for Common App
BY Ben Klevorn and Kevin
Sembrot
STAFF, REPORTER			

T

he College Counseling
Department held an inaugural college counseling
week in early August, an event
in which seniors could fill out
their college applications with
the guidance of their counselors.
Last year, the College
Counseling
Department
started an online Canvas
course to provide structure
and helpful information without having the counselors
present. With the success of
the online course and the time
it freed up for the department,
the counselors offered an opportunity for seniors to come
into the library and work on
their applications when they
went live.
“We wanted to give students some structured time
to work on their applications,
so we just said, ’Why don’t we

photo | Courtesy of Elaine Todorov

Seniors Will Rudder, Cam Verzino, and Jacob Gremaud at the College Counseling week.

offer a week’s worth of normal business hours and have
them come in and work on
their applications with us?’”
said college counselor Kevin
Crimmins.

According to college
counselor Elaine Todorov,
one of the main reasons why
they held the event was to
allow students that played
fall sports to get a head-start

on their application process.
She also noted that heavy
amounts of homework have
delayed student’s applications
in the past.
“By the time you add in

the homework and sports that
students do, there was just no
time for them and the day was
over,” said Todorov.
There were exactly 200
sign-ups for the entire week,
with more people coming
each day. Some students
found the aid so helpful that
they showed up every day to
work with the counselors on
their application.
“If you look at the way
the students work best, it’s
giving them a structured environment to do the work,” said
Crimmins.
The student’s reviews
were very positive about the
event, agreeing that guidance
was helpful.
“The counseling week
made me feel more confident
about the entire college application process,” said senior
Jack Callahan. “The Canvas
course walked me step by step
through the common app and
whenever I had a question
Mrs. Todorov was ready to

help.”
“Another important part
of the event was that guys really helped each other out,”
said Todorov. “Another student may ask another question that you didn’t even
know you had, but it helps out
your application.”
With the great success of
this year’s college counseling
week, the college counseling
department is very excited to
host it again next year.
“I don’t think we will
change much except trying to
get more students to come because it was very productive,”
Crimmins stated.
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Prep News 82
Editorial Policy

T

he Volume 82 Prep News
opinion section serves
the purpose of being the vehicle of the personal opinions
of students, faculty, or others.
All topics discussed in the section will be related to St. Louis
University High School.
Nothing published either
as an editorial or as a letter to
an editor should be considered the opinion of the school,
the administration, or anyone
other than its author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is
the opinion of all six editors
on a particular topic.
A commentary or column is an opinion of one
member of the Prep News
staff, not of the Prep News itself.
A perspective or notebook, like a commentary, is
the opinion of one person, of-

ten a Prep News staff member.
Unlike a commentary,
such a piece is often intended
primarily to convey a personal
experience rather than to provide a viewpoint on an issue.
Unlike a letter, such pieces
are usually developed at the
request of, and sometimes under the guidance of, the Prep
News editors.
Every member of the
SLUH community is welcomed and encouraged to
submit a letter to the editors.
Every letter received by the
editors will be read and given
consideration. All letters must
be signed, but the author’s
name may be withheld from
publication by request and at
the discretion of the editors.
The Prep News editors
reserve the right to edit any
submissions for publication
in order to meet grammatical

standards, but they will not
skew the author’s original intent. Also, the editors reserve
the right to withhold from
publication any submission if
it is deemed vulgar, tasteless,
or otherwise inappropriate.
Authors should be available
for the editors to contact them
before publication to address
matters of concern.
All authors wishing to
have letters published must
submit them by 4:00 p.m. the
Wednesday before the letter is
to be published.
Letters should be emailed
to prepnews@sluh.org, and, if
possible, a signed copy should
be given to a Prep News editors or moderator or mailed to
the Prep News courtesy of St.
Louis University High School,
4970 Oakland, St. Louis, MO
63110.

Editorial:
Value the Truth? It
takes respect and
hard work for the
community
If nothing else, value the
truth. This motto is something
you will see in every issue of
the Prep News, but what exactly does it mean?
First, our job is to serve
you as a question and answer
forum. Any questions you
have about the school, we can
answer. We find out what’s
happening so you can know
what’s going on. We want to
help you understand what is
going on in our shared SLUH
world; that’s what we’re here
for.
Our mission for the 82nd
volume of the Prep News is to
provide the SLUH community
the truth, in the purest possible form. We will meticulously work throughout the
year to find the stories that
need to be told, or deserve to
be told. We will work to make
the Prep News a platform for
the accomplishments of individuals, groups, and organizations in our school, and
our school as a whole. We will
also work to cover times that
our community falls short or
misses the mark on any level,
big or small. We will work to
get the details, to get multiple
perspectives, and to provide
an opportunity for members
of the community to express
their opinions. After all, this
newspaper is all about you,
the SLUH community. We
need your help to value the
truth to its full extent this year
through the Prep News.
In the age of social media, we believe in the power
of the written word. There are
no 140 character limits here.
If you want to express your
opinion, don’t do it through a
tweet, or a snapchat, but send
us a letter instead, giving people a chance to hear your logic

and evidence. In today’s political climate, we believe our
newspaper can help contribute to civil discourse and lead
people to a better understanding of the truth. Opinions are
a vital way to gain perspective
on the emotional reactions to
the events of the year, and to
open up discussion around
the SLUH community
We take our job of finding the truth very seriously.
However, we are not perfect,
and we will make mistakes.
This is an opportunity for you
to help us grow in truth. If you
notice any mistakes in any issue of the Prep News, don’t be
afraid to call us out on it. Visit
us or shoot us an email, and
we will do our best to correct
the mistake in the very next
issue.
Most importantly, please
read our newspaper. The Prep
News is a fantastic way to understand our institution to the
fullest, from the achievements
of those that walk the halls
to the minor tweaks in the
lunchroom.
We want future students
to stumble upon our volume
in the archives and understand what this place was like
for a given week through the
news interviews and student
or faculty written opinions.
We believe our paper is
as much about community
and people as it is about reporting and documenting.
We hope you can see the life
of Saint Louis U. High flowing
through the pages of any issue
of the Prep News. We will try
our hardest to accomplish this
and we hope you will too.

Prep News
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A
s the student-run newspaper of St. Louis University High School, the Prep
News is a weekly publication that strives to inform
the SLUH community about
events and people, with its focus on those pertaining to the
school, primarily through the
written word.
The Prep News is neither
the voice of the administration nor the students. Rather,
the newspaper serves to gather and distribute information
for the entire school. The Prep
News editors and staff members make every effort to be
objective in their news coverage and editing.
The members of the editorial staff are co-workers and
share equally the duties of
writing, copy-editing, layout,
and staff management. All of
the editors share responsibility and leadership of the paper.
The editors are supported by a
core staff of regular reporters
as well as artists and photographers.
It is the role of the edi-

tors to seek out and facilitate
the reporting of all significant
news at SLUH. While any
faculty member or student is
welcome to submit suggestions to the editors for potential articles, the Prep News is
never obligated to publish any
article idea.
Our primary emphasis
as editors of the Prep News is
upon clear and accurate writing and careful editing. We
also attempt to include visual
expression—photography,
drawing, technical aids, etc.—
in every issue and on our web
site. Despite our desire to
make the paper visually appealing, we commit ourselves
not to allow form to supersede
substance.
The editorial staff will use
social media to communicate
with the paper’s readership
and to update students about
SLUH events and highlight
the paper’s content. The editors will not allow their goal of
speed and accessibility online
to weaken their commitment
to accuracy and depth.

The Prep News strongly
encourages
underclassman
involvement, and our office on
the second floor of the Jesuit
Wing, room J220, is always
open for involvement, criticism, praise, or suggestions.
Contributed student opinions
are also welcome under the
Prep News Editorial Policy.
Without student reaction and
feedback, the Prep News could
not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will correct any significant error in the following
issue and on our web site as
soon as possible.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole responsibility for the text of news and
sports articles, features, and
editorials. We ask faculty or
students who take issue with
the manner in which the news
was reported or find an error
to bring it to the attention of
the editors, not the individual
reporters.
This is the platform of the
editors of Volume 81 of the
Prep News.

PN PUZZLE

crossword | Barclay Dale

Across

1. “________ And Ivory”
4. SLUH Campus Minister
10. Home, for animals
11. If something’s complicated, it’s difficult to ________
12. Animal associated with
wisdom
13. Point at which seesaws
teeter
14. Portable painting canvas
stand

16. Mostly written by King
David
18. Russian teacher
24. Stick of meat
27. Wary
28. If you have a nice watch,
you have ____ on your wrist
29. _____ Flush
30. To meet your goals
31. Chemistry teacher
32. Mr. Hannick teaches this
class

Down

2. Soapy spheres
3. Not artificial
5. US representation of freedom
6. Annoying yet harmless little
bugs that swarm
7. To get a faint smell of
8. They make up everything
9. A trance
15. Arizona State University
17. Much ___ About Nothing

19. A construction worker
wears this
20. We do this for two minutes
everyday
21. Common article of school
girl’s uniform
22. Body of saline water
23. Santa’s workers
25. “Born on the ______”
26. Tonight is Running of the
_____

4

Prep News

NEWS

August 25, 2017

Volume 82, Issue 1

Jackson remembered for his passion, energy, and enthusiasm
(continued from page 1)

learned of Jackson’s condition
through social media, Austin
Smith, ’13—Jackson’s senior
advisor—and Brandon Smith,
’16, pulled together a gathering
of nearly 50 students, teachers,
and alumni for a prayer service in the chapel, where they
prayed and reflected on their
favorite memories with Jackson. Austin Smith, honoring
David, appeared wearing his
orange senior advisor t-shirt.
“A lot of people remarked
that night that he had a smile
that really lit up a room and
when you were walking down
a hallway, his smile just made
the whole place brighter,” said
Jack Perryman, ’16, who spoke
at the prayer service.
Following the accident,
the class of 2016 helped share
information and prayers
through a group chat via the
mobile app, GroupMe.
Other friends and classmates who knew Jackson
made donations to a GoFundMe page, which was set up to
pay for Jackson’s medical expenses. The fundraiser has collected close to $33,000.
A donation party at the
Blue Ultra Lounge in the Delmar loop was also held to generate additional financial support for the Jackson family.

Jackson was a three sport
varsity athlete at SLUH, playing football in the fall, basketball in the winter, and track
and field in the spring.
“Boy he loved to compete,” said former varsity
football coach Gary Kornfeld.
“And I always said this, but I
think David would love just
playing games all day. Just going out and just competing;
just playing. Didn’t have to be
anybody there either, didn’t
have to be a crowd, he just
loved playing. And whether
that was football, whether that
was basketball, whether it was
running track, he just loved
competing and just was a real
joy to be around.”
Whether it was a practice or a game, Jackson always
brought a high level of intensity and ferocity, forcing other
players to match his effort.
“As a player, he’s very hard
nosed, and he played every
second like it was his last. Like
we always talk about going
out and playing hard, play it
like it was your last game, but
he really embodied that,” said
varsity basketball coach Erwin
Claggett.
His impressive athletic
abilities—specializing on the
defensive end of the basketball

so good because seeing him
being like that, that influenced
us to do better,” said senior Michael Sanders, another teammate.
In 2016, the team rallied
around Jackson’s competitive
nature all the way to the Final
Four tournament in Columbia,
where they took third place in
state. Leading up to the tournament, the team began to
struggle, but Jackson wouldn’t

made the all-MCC team all
three years, and the All-District team in 2014 and 2015.
He rushed 8 times for 116
yards, with 1 touchdown. As a
wide receiver, Jackson had 81
receptions for a total of 1,708
yards and 19 touchdowns.
With Jackson on the field,
quarterbacks knew they simply had to throw the ball up,
and Jackson would get it.
“He was just that com-

were supporting him.
“Every time I messed up
he was right there, tapping
me on the butt like, ‘pick your
head up you’re all right, pick
your head up you’re all right,’”
said Scott, who ended up scoring two touchdowns in the
game. “And the second time I
scored later on in the game, I
broke a bunch of tackles and
the whole time I was running,
David was running right next
to me pumping his arm like
“Let’s go Jared! Let’s go Jared!
I told you I got you! I told you
I got you!”
Jackson also knew how
to connect and relate with
younger African American
students who were struggling
to adjust to life at SLUH.
“At a school like SLUH,
which is a predominantly
white school, the Jacksons
had come from an environment that was mostly African
American. And they struggled
to adjust. But by the time
they were juniors and seniors,
they were a guiding light post
for new generations of African American students,” said
freshman football coach Adam
Cruz, who couldn’t help but
mention Daniel Jackson while
talking about David Jackson.
The two were twins. “ I can’t
tell you how many times to a
freshman football player I said,
‘you need to go meet David or
Daniel Jackson. Those are the
guys you want to be.’”

thought that was so cool because that was fine with them,”
said Claggett. “I’ve grown to
see them as two totally different people even though they
were twins. But at the same
time, you knew how much
they cared about each other.”
He added, “They were like best
friends.”
For Quigless, David Jackson was a close friend to lean
on through tough times. While
sitting on one of the benches
in the Drury Plaza, Jackson
comforted Quigless after his
mother passed away.
“He just talked to me
about how my mom was like
really great to me, and even
though it was stuff I already
knew, it was different when
you hear it coming from the
outside looking in because it
makes you feel like ‘wow people actually really notice,’” said
Quigless. “It impacted him
enough to impact me.”
“He was always always
there, always with me,” said
Brandon McKissic, ’17, a close
friend and basketball teammate who played with Jackson.
“He wasn’t my blood brother,
but he was my brother.”
Claggett’s ultimate hope
is that SLUH doesn’t underappreciate the impact that both
of the Jackson brothers had at
SLUH. According to Claggett,
the Jackson brothers could
have left SLUH and gained
more academic and athletic
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David in the 2016 state semifinal game against Chaminade.

David during his Senior Prom in spring 2016.

A candlelight prayer vigil
was organized for Jackson in
Forest Park at the bottom of
Art Hill this past Wednesday.
The
attendees—numbering
nearly 50—were encouraged
to speak about David, light
candles, say prayers, and let
go of balloons at the end of the
event in his honor.
As an athlete, a friend,
and a role model, Jackson
uplifted the lives of his teammates, classmates, and coaches
at SLUH. With an infectious
smile and energetic charisma,
Jackson demanded more from
everyone he encountered, according to his friends.

court—coupled with his aggressive hunger to win made
him the ideal leader, according
to his teammates.
“The dude hated losing
more than anything in the
world,” said senior Matt Leritz,
who was teammates with Jackson on the basketball team.
“During practice, although
we all loved him and he was
a super nice guy—he was not
afraid to tell you exactly what
you were doing wrong, and get
in your face about it and yell at
you about it.”
“He took losing personally, and that’s what made him
so good. That’s what made us

accept defeat. He started
scheduling meetings in the
locker room before practice,
giving pre-game pep talks, and
pushing other players to work
harder during practice.
“If it wasn’t for David
Jackson, we would have got
beat, probably in the first
round of districts. But he made
sure that those kids would find
a way each and every day to
be inspired to walk into the
practice with enthusiasm, with
some energy,” said assistant
varsity basketball coach Todd
Basler. “And again it was just a
reflection on that kid. He was
special.”
On one occasion during
Jackson’s junior year, Claggett
noticed Jackson had a swollen ankle the size of a softball
in the locker room. But instead
of sitting the game out—to
Claggett’s surprise and amazement—Jackson was the first to
lead the team out in a sprint
onto the court. He was bursting with energy and diving all
over the court throughout the
game.
“At that time, it showed
me a lot about him, and it
was almost like he was kind of
sending me a message to push
them harder,” said Claggett.
“And he didn’t wince, didn’t
make a sound, didn’t say a
word. So you know that was
him. He’s just willing to do that
because he knew how much he
was needed.”
Jackson’s dynamic athletic
abilities carried over onto the
football field as well. He was
a three year starter and defensive back from 2013-2015. He

petitive,” said Kornfeld
Track and field was no
different. In his senior year,
Jackson, a newcomer to the
long jump and high jump,
qualified for state in both
events. Although he was seeded at second to last out of 16
competitors going into the
state meet, Jackson finished in
5th place, jumping 6’4’’ in the
high jump.
“There’s few athletes you
look back on and remember as
one of the best, and not just the
way that he handled himself in
competition but the way that
he was day in and day out, and
David’s just one of the best that
I’ve ever coached,” said track
and field coach Joseph Porter.
Despite his fierce energy,
Jackson was also deeply affectionate and caring to his teammates, friends, and classmates,
acting as a role model.
For senior Jared Scott,
who played varsity football
with Jackson his sophomore
year, Jackson was a mentor
and guide who took Scott under his wing.
“David was a guy who I
looked up to,” said Scott. “He
helped me through a lot of
tough times and just gave me
his thoughts and wisdom.”
In one game during the
playoffs, after running back
Andrew Clair was taken out
with an injury, Scott was selected to go in the game—his
first ever on the varsity level.
Scott, jittery, ran onto the field,
but was continually comforted
by Jackson, who told him to
trust his instincts and reminded him that his teammates

David in a 2015 game against De Smet.
As twins, David and Daniel Jackson had a unique relationship. They were teammates
in each sport they played at
SLUH and one Jackson could
always tell what the other
Jackson was thinking and feeling. Miles Quigless ‘16, a close
friend of the Jacksons’, liked to
call it “twin telekinesis.”
“I’ve never seen two twins
in sync like they were,” said
Quigless. “They really knew
each other to a tee as brothers.
They were really just there for
each other all the time.”
“They had differences as
far as what they liked. And I

photo | Dominik Skroska

success somewhere else, especially when considering their
difficult economic circumstances.
“But what they didn’t
have monetary or economics
wise, their mom loved them
and their family loved them,
and that was enough and that
love that was enough for them
to love this place and love the
people here.”
The visitation will be held
in the Field House on Saturday,
Sept. 2, at 10:00 a.m., followed
by the funeral, which starts at
11:00 a.m.
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Gibbons reflects after first week at SLUH
(continued from page 1)

Craig Hannick. Hannick went
back to his previous job as a
SLUH math teacher and faculty member. Leading up to
the end of the year, Hannick
and Gibbons talked multiple
times about Gibbons’ transition to SLUH.
“We talked weekly
all throughout the fourth
quarter and I was always impressed with what he knew
about the school each time
we talked. He evidently had
read the Prep News, searched
the website, and talked to others to learn more about SLUH
and was very eager to start the
job,” said Hannick.
Gibbons has worked
at four different Jesuit high
schools, with SLUH being
his fourth. He began at Regis Jesuit in Denver where
he worked in student affairs.
Next he went to Rockhurst
High School where he worked
on faculty and student formation programs before going
to Strake Jesuit College Prep
in Houston, where he worked
in development. Finally he
worked as the Academic Dean
at Regis High School in New
York City before coming to
SLUH.
Gibbons is originally from the St. Louis area, having earned his Master’s degree
in Economics at Southern Illinois University.
“I do know St. Louis
very well. I grew up here, but I
haven’t lived here in about 20
years. It is sort of like meeting an old friend from a long
time ago. A lot of the city is
very similar, but also a lot has
changed,” said Gibbons.
Gibbons has also
earned Master’s degrees in
19th century history at Saint
Louis University, Theology at

Boston College, and Administrative Education at the University of San Francisco.
Gibbons has been
thrown right into the mix of
SLUH with multiple faculty
meetings, including an administrator’s retreat to prepare for the upcoming school
year. Some major things that
were talked about in those
meetings were the curriculum, what it means to be a safe
school, and student leadership.
“He comes in really keenly interested in curriculum and the school is
in the middle of looking at
and reformatting its curriculum. Since he has done a lot
of curriculum work at other
schools, he comes in wanting
to take a very active role in
talking about a new curriculum,” said Assistant Principal
for Mission Jim Linhares.
For Gibbons, this
year will include a lot of observing how the school works
and what could use improvement.
“I think the worst
thing for a new principal to do
would be to come in and say
‘this is the way I think things
should be,’ without seeing
them in their own context. I
have enough experience and
more than enough respect for
the faculty and students here
to know that I should wait
and watch the dynamic of the
school for a year before making any big changes,” said Gibbons.
Even though he has
not made many changes, he
has made some small changes to the format of meetings
and the way he communicates with faculty to make the
whole process more efficient.

“I hope to bring
some ideas from my past
work experience to make everything a little more precise,
streamlined, and easier on everyone’s schedules,” said Gibbons.
Although he has
made small changes to improve efficiency, he still believes that his largest challenge
has been and will continue to
be the amount of time in the
day. He has been incredibly
busy with all of the tasks to
start the year and his career as
principal.
“Even with all of
the work that he has been involved in and all of the meetings that have been held, he is
still kind of drinking from a
fire hose with all of the work
that he has to manage,” said
Linhares.
“As an economist,
I am always looking at scarcity. My largest challenge so
far has been not enough time.
I’m an economist really before
anything else and in this job,
time is scarcity. It is difficult
to make sure all of the things
happen on time at a very high
quality,” said Gibbons. “It is
also a challenge to enjoy the
ride of the day. Things happen
so fast that I can look down
and we can be at the end of the
day.”
One topic that came
up at the meetings was the
theme for the year of Common Good.
“I think that the
theme is extraordinarily timely and powerful. We are struggling as a country and community to trust each other. We
can get caught up and assume
that everyone else’s needs are
way behind my own,” said
Gibbons. “Common Good is

not only the care of all, but
also the care of the community. It is ingenious in the bicentennial year because it is about
building community.”
Gibbons believes that
he will miss interacting with
students the most. Over the
course of career in education,
he has taught Economics, U.S.
history, theology, and philosophy.
“Probably the biggest price tag for me is not
getting to be in the classroom.
As an administrator, I have
to be focusing on the bigger
challenges of the school and I
don’t get to interact with students as much,” said Gibbons.
He is most looking
forward to being a part of the
school during the bicentennial year and being closer to
his family.
“New York is difficult for
people to visit due to expenses
and travel, so I am really looking forward to seeing my family more. I have four nieces
and a nephew in the area,” said
Gibbons.
In his free time, Gibbons
loves to read and watch movies.
“I am a really big movie
buff and I like to look at the
art behind how the movies
are made and portrayed,” said
Gibbons.

celebrates bicentenial
(continued from page 1)

of the SLUH community,” said
DuMont.
Along with the new
logo, many events are being
planned to help celebrate the
bicentennial. Kicking off the
celebrations will be a joint
mass with St. Louis University
held at the newly renovated
Arch grounds on Saturday,
Sept. 23. This location was
chosen not only for the beauty
that the Arch provides, but
also because the current Arch
grounds are where St. Louis

After beginning the day with
an all-school Mass, the student body and faculty will disperse throughout St. Louis to
do various acts of service.
This is a chance for the
school community to contribute to the Common Good, the
theme for this year’s school
year, and give back to the
community that has given us
so much.
“The coordinating theme
was gratitude, gratitude for all
those who have preceded us
in the history of the school,

artwork | Daniel Klarsch

Academy, the school that
SLUH originated from, was
located in 1818, about 300
feet west of the left leg of the
Arch. The Mass, which will
be presided by Archbishop
Robert Carlson, is a free event
hosted by SLU, and the entire
St. Louis community is invited
to attend. After the Mass, attendees will be treated to a
special fireworks display and
can take part in many of the
family-friendly activities that
will be set up.
“One thing we decided as
a school is to not have lots and
lots of small events, were going with a few really big ones,”
says Gibbons.
The first of these events
will take place on Oct. 20, a
school-wide day of service.

but also gratitude that we are
in a mission that is presently
looking forward for the third
century,” said Presidet David
Laughlin.
Later in the year, Mission/Justice Week will conclude on Saturday, April 21,
with an outdoor Mass and celebration. Any alumni, parents,
and students are welcome to
come and celebrate with the
greater SLUH community.
More information about this
event will come at a later date.
Readers are encouraged
to go to sluh.org and look
at the bicentennial webpage
for updates and information
about the events being held
for the bicentennial.

TOTALITY: SLUH community reacts to rare spectacle
(continued from page 1)

pated in the Eclipse Expo in
Queeny Park.
“I didn’t really know what
I was getting into. I was just
like ‘hey, that sounds pretty
cool. I’d like to be on that
team,’” said Gabe Lepak about
the Solar Eclipse Task Force.
He would later go on to
head SLUH’s experiment at
the expo.
Not only was the SLUH
table at the expo in charge of
educating people about light
and heat intensity during the
partial and total eclipse, but
they were also the only table
run by high school students.
While both the Rockwood
and Parkway school districts
had displays, they were largely
put on by teachers in their respective science departments.
To inform people about their
topics, the Solar Eclipse Task
Force tried to find ways that
regular people could measure
and take graph data without
spending thousands of dollars
on NASA level equipment.
They looked into various
smartphone apps that allowed
people to conduct these simple experiments while still being able to enjoy the eclipse.
“Last summer I agreed
to head a table at the Eclipse

photo | Joe Hillmeyer

Expo and Luke Brower and
Gabe Lepak were the ones that
worked on that,” said Chott.
“They practiced how to do this
NASA activity. We worked on
it a little bit and typed up a little handout to give to people.
They did a wonderful job of
educating the public. A lot of
people who stopped by were

families, teachers, and homeschoolers and I think every
single group was fascinated by
this activity.”
“I’d consider our table at
the expo a massive success,”
said Lepak. “We had a lot of
parents and young kids who
were curious not only about
the eclipse, but also about

SLUH because of what we
were doing. Overall it was just
a really good time.”
Despite all the pre-eclipse
preparations and attempts
at education, some people
around SLUH still didn’t understand the scientific importance of any eclipse, much less
one that stretches from coast

to coast.
“It’s special that our
moon just so happens to appear the same size as the sun
in our sky. The size of the
moon and the sun and the distance from earth of the moon
and the sun is just the right
scale for this to happen,” says
Chott. “When the moon does
cover up the sun it will throw
a shadow and that shadow will
fall somewhere on earth, but
the earth is covered up mostly
with water. Since people aren’t
living on the water they won’t
see it. Sometimes the shadow
will fall in desolate places
where people can’t go. Sometimes the shadow will fall in
places that are dangerous to
travel to. And for every random place on earth they will
be in totality on average every
400 years. It’s because of the
location that this is so rare.
There have been many total
eclipses on earth in the past
few years or so but we don’t
really hear about them. Also
this is a coast to coast eclipse.
So, so many different communities are involved in this total
eclipse. It’s happening right in
their backyard.”
After viewing the eclipse
however, many students

agreed that it was a magnificent sight to behold.
“It was a great physical
experience, better than any
video or even thinking about
it,” said senior Asher Gruenbacher. “It was really cool.”
“It was a great to see,” said
senior Phillip Schlichting, also
a member of the Solar Eclipse
Task Force. “I heard about a
couple meteorologists that
broke down and started crying. It wasn’t that emotional
for me, but it was really powerful to see.”
However, some spectators were very moved by the
eclipse.
“Sometimes you don’t realize when you’re going to be
overcome with emotion, and
during totality I was surprised
that I was,” said Russo. “I shed
a couple tears and my son, my
fifth grader, goes ‘Mom, are
you okay? Are those tears of
joy?’ and I said ‘Yes,’ and that’s
what he’ll remember about
that.”
So whether you were going into the eclipse as an enthusiast or skeptic, after the
fact, most of the SLUH community can agree that it was
an awe-inspiring, once in a
lifetime event.
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ASC Dunn: faith leader and English teacher
BY Daniel Dewan and Jake
Trunko
REPORTERS		

A

Dunn teaching students in English calss. photo | Joe Hillmeyer

member of the 27th
class of the Alum Service Corps, Riley Dunn joins
St. Louis U. High’s faculty
this year, and will be teaching
sophomore English, working in Campus Ministry, and
getting involved at SLUH in
many ways.
Dunn graduated from
Rockhurst High School in
Kansas City in 2013. He went
on to study psychology at
Saint Louis University, minoring in Spanish and theology.
Through the ASC program,
he decided to work here at
SLUH.
“I requested SLU High
because I knew that it is very
similar to Rockhurst in its
pursuits, in the rigor, and in
the environment. I believe
in the mission that the high
school has, and I have come to

find out that it is wider than
I could have possibly imagined,” said Dunn.
Dunn will be working
alongside English teacher
Terry Quinn, teaching sophomore English.
“Mr. Dunn is incredibly
poised, professional, and well
organized. He has a level of
preparedness and maturity
that’s impressive for someone
his age,” said Quinn.
Dunn has already been
immersed in the culture here
at SLUH, participating in
Campus Ministry as well as
other activities. He has a background in liturgical music, so
he will be working alongside
Brian Gilmore and Nick Ehlman on planning the different
liturgies for Masses. In addition, he will be playing piano
at many Masses and will be
working with the choirs.
“I was excited when I
learned that Mr. Dunn was

coming because he has a lot of
background in liturgical music. It was wonderful for us to
have that addition, especially
with Mr. Finucane leaving to
enter the Jesuits, because he
had been a big part of liturgical music,” said Campus Minister Meg Beugg.
Dunn is also a part of
the Freshman Pastoral Team
and will also be responsible
for planning the music for
the junior and senior class
Masses. Along with the other
ASC faculty volunteer, Dominic Lamantia, Dunn will be
helping with the Freshman
Service Project. He plans on
getting involved in other service projects, specifically the
Honduras or the Kino Border
Initiative trips because of his
Spanish background.
Dunn will also be working with the Rev. Bob Poirier
and Learning Consultant
Lissie Tippet in the Student

Learning Center, helping with
student engagement in executive functioning. Outside
of that, Dunn is interested in
joining the Spanish and Justice League Clubs.
“I have already gotten
involved in so many different
ways. They fill our plate pretty
quickly. It’s really exciting,”
said Dunn.
Outside of school, Dunn
really enjoys the arts. He likes
going to the art museum and
history museum as well as
the Symphony at Powell Hall,
shows at the Fox and the Pageant. As a musician, he travels
around and plays at a couple
different places. He has even
played as an organist at Kenrick Glennon Seminary.
“(SLUH)’s an incredible
institution that does a lot of
really good work, so I’m really
excited about the placement,”
said Dunn.

ASC teacher LaMantia: theologian and campus minister
BY Peter Curdt and Tom
Sommers

REPORTERS		

D

ominic LaMantia is one
the newest members of
the Theology Department for
the 2017-2018 school year,
being a part of the Alumni
Service Corps (ASC).
Before becoming an ASC
volunteer, LaMantia graduated from SLUH in 2013 and
went on to attend Georgetown University.
When asked about what
inspired him to become an
ASC volunteer, LaMantia said
he drew upon his own experience at SLUH.
“I recognized how important a lot of the teachers
here and in college were for
my development as person
who’s interested in intellectual

matters, as a Catholic, and for
my faith, and how important
that was. And that was something I wanted to pass on to
the next generation of SLUH
students.”
In addition to his theology courses, LaMantia is also
looking forward to being involved in Campus Ministry,
retreats, the Learning Center,
Russian Club, and Philosophy
Club with theology teacher
James Page.
So far, LaMantia is impressed, familiar with the
work ethic and general attitude of SLUH students, although “the technology has
been the largest change, especially the presence of lap tops
and iPads, and the effect that
that can have on the student
community.”

Campus Ministry
Director Meg Beugg recalls
LaMantia as being an active
member of the Senior Pastoral Team. During his time at
SLUH, he participated in The
Drive for the Homeless, as an
Extraordinary Minister of the
Eucharist, and helped plan
class Masses.
“I knew him as a student,” Beugg said, “so it was
really fun to watch him standing up, this time as a teacher,
leading the Junior Pastoral
Team. His connection with
Pastoral Team runs all the way
through.”
After his time at SLUH,
his connection with his Senior Pastoral Team played a
big role in staying active in
matters of faith in college,
which eventually led to him

wanting to give back to Jesuit
schools through ASC.
Theology Department
chair Diego Navarro is another teacher who is impressed
with LaMantia both as a student and colleague.
“He is a phenomenal colleague, and was a student of
mine way back when he was
here and was a really impressive person to have in the
classroom. He really knows
his stuff in terms of the theology, and I expect him to be a
great asset to SLUH. He also
really knows the culture of
SLUH and what teachers and
students tend to expect.”

LaMantia teaching students in theology class. photo | Joe Hillmeyer

SLUH says bonjour to new french teacher
BY Ken Viehland and
Ethan Schmidt

REPORTERS		

A

Morshed teaching students in French class.
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fter the departure of
longtime French teacher
Suzanne Renard at the end of
last school year, SLUH and
the Foreign Language department set out on a search for
a new face to fill the position. They found Kevan Morshed, and despite the school
year just beginning, he is already making a big impact
on the community. In addition to teaching all the levels
of French that SLUH offers,
Morshed is also helping to
support 1818 courses, coordinate French Club events,
moderate Staycation Club,
and develop the new French
exchange program.
Morshed grew up in St.
Louis, and has known about
SLUH most of his life. And

now that he is a part of the
school’s community, he’s finding it a very enjoyable experience.
“SLUH has been great.”
said Morshed, “The entire
faculty is very nice and so
are the students. It’s clear that
they are motivated and eager
to learn.”
Morshed was looking to
find a job that was closer to
home than his previous one
at St. Dominic High School.
“When I saw the job
opening at SLUH around the
time I was thinking of moving closer to home, it really
seemed perfect,” said Morshed.
Foreign Language department chair Robert Chura
noted that Morshed certainly
seemed like the perfect fit.
“He possesses a truly
rare skill set that we were
looking for to run a success-

ful, vibrant language curriculum,” said Chura. “We knew
that might be tough to find.
Mr. Morshed not only fit that
unique mold perfectly, but
even exceeded those already
high expectations with his involvement in co-curriculars,
service, and other aspects of
St. Dominic’s mission.”
His students also seem to
be feeling positive about the
addition. Senior French student Griffin Lester described
Morshed as “very personable.
I can tell he cares about us not
only as students but as people
he wants to see succeed.”
When it comes to the actual class itself, Morshed isn’t
trying to reinvent the wheel.
However, he is certainly not
shying away from including
some unique aspects to his
course. “I think that the
use of technology, music, and
film in my class helps set this

course apart.” said Morshed.
“We also speak a lot of the
language and have great levels
of participation from all students.”
“I think we’re off to
a good start. We definitely
speak much more French in
class,” said Lester.
Morshed also touched
on his early enjoyment of the
Staycation Club. “We just had
our first meeting, so I’m very
excited for that to get going,”
he said.
As for the French exchange program, the start is
not far away, with the new
students arriving in October.
“Soon our exchange students will be arriving, and
we’ll of course be going to
France later, which will be exciting as well,” said Morshed.
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In the books: SLUH Community Reflects on Summer Reading

7

BY NATHAN P. WILD II
FEATURES EDITOR

T

his past summer, all students were required to read “The Housekeeper and the Professor” by Yoko Ogawa, a book chosen by the math department.
Students were also assigned another book to read chosen by their English teacher. I asked students in every grade level and Psychology teacher Mr.

Kickham to give their opinion on the books that they read to create a formal collection of a small part of the school’s reaction to the summer reading.

Senior Thomas Senior Rory
Butler
Curdt

Faculty Tom
Kickham

Freshman Matt Sophomore
Junior Max
Jackson
Ducharme
Van Vooren
Mantych

The Housekeeper

The Housekeeper

The Housekeeper

The Housekeeper

The Housekeeper

The Housekeeper

and the Professor

and the Professor

and the Professor

and the Professor

and the Professor

and the Professor

“I liked that it was a very
spare story, very simple, with
no waste of words. It tried to
just get to the heart of how
humans can be good for each
other and the power that we
all have within us including a
simple Housekeeper to reach
somebody to make their lives
better. Also, how in relationships we are all benefitted in
all sides when we are engaged
in relationships with each
other. I was a little intimidated
about the math element of it
going in but it was refreshing
to see it wasn’t about the difficulty of math but the beauty
of numbers and ordering.”

“I thought it was pretty
boring. They were just doing
random things and only really
just talked about stuff. There
was just too much of them
not doing anything. They did
stuff, but not anything really
fun. They just sat there and the
grind just continued everyday,
which seemed kind of boring.
I don’t really like math but it
helped. The Professor being
good at math helped to make
it cool with the no memory,
but overall I thought it was a
bad book.”

“It just felt kind of useless. It took the plot from the
Adam Sandler movie about
waking up and not remembering stuff and then it just
hit you with baseball. It kind
of went nowhere in the end.
There was no resolution, the
Professor just died. The one
sister-in-law was a useless
character that didn’t need to
be there because she fired the
one girl and like a month later
just rehired her. It was really
just useless. I didn’t really like
her.”’

“In the beginning it was
pretty slow. Although nothing
really happened in the plot for
the intro, I think it had a lot
of meaning to it. It seems like
there is an underlying depth
to the story that people could
find powerful if they really
looked into it. I thought the
math was cool and it was like
a two-for-one.”

People of Darkness

“It was definitely one
of the best summer reading
books I had read in awhile.
There was action going on
with attempts of murder which
was pretty cool. They were
being chased down and shot
at and there were broken ribs.
It was pretty cool. They had
no clue what was going on so
the mystery was pretty cool. I
wanted to read more everytime
photo |Steven Zak they went somewhere.”

The Curious Incident of
the Dog in the Nighttime
“I really liked it. I thought
it was a good look into the
mind of a person like that and
it was cleverly written. It was
my first time reading a book
with someone who had a
mental handicap. It was really
interesting to see how the kid’s
mind worked and the struggles he has to go through.”

I thought it was a charming story. I think a lot of the
language was lost in translation but it still carried through
a beautiful and sad story. It
made me think about math
than ever before. I like “Numberphiles” which this Youtube
channel who just talks about
really cool math. It was really
cool to talk about cool math
that I really didn’t know. The
Professor adored it in a cosCold Mountain
mic kind of way and I usually
“I really liked this book. hate it so it switched my unI really liked the author’s style derstanding around.”
of writing. It was simple but
you could really just picture
the story. The story of the two Ovid
characters Inman and Ruby
was a great story about a jour“Ovid was great. It was
ney home sort of like the Od- like all the myths reading Peryssey in that sense. There was cy Jackson and stuff just with
a lot of room for discussion the gore level turned up to six
afterwards because of how in thousand. I recognized a lot of
depth it was and how much the stories from my childhood
you could expand on the de- so it was really nice to revisit
tails of the story.
them in a more mature setting.”

“I thought all the number
stuff was really interesting especially amicable numbers because sophomore year was the
time I really understood math.
So seeing the patterns that
people see in numbers seems
crazy how people’s brains
work. The book showed me
that in a new way. It showed
a huge part of math was seeing patterns and I am always
blown away even in math
class when we learn a certain
theorem and how people can
just see the pattern and understand it while it takes someone
to teach me it.”

Ovid
I thought it was really
fun. I feel like it’s kind of cool
to know the stories of people
from a long time ago. The use
of language was really funny
at times. I don’t know exactly
how to describe but sometimes I would just laugh. It
could be really funny at times
but sometimes intense.

Fruit Flies and Trucker Guys: Jr. Bills’ Summer Jobs
BY James Pollard
CORE STAFF		

From parasites and fruit
flies to rocks and camera shutters, St. Louis U. High students
found some interesting ways
to spend their days and make
some money this summer.
Most high schoolers might
spend their summer busing
tables, working the register,
ushering, or selling sno cones,
but for seniors Colton Nadenbush, Frank Beelman, Joe
Hillmeyer, and Damen Alexander and junior Alfie Arun,
that just was not enough.
Senior
Colton
Nadenbush spent his summer
doing research in a Washington University neuroscience
lab, studying the effect of sleep
on fruit flies.
“We’d sleep deprive
the flies, and then we’d see if
there was a difference in their
decision making,” said Nadenbush.“ Sometimes that’d mean
putting them in compartments, sleep depriving them,

and then seeing if they could
learn a behavior.”
Nadenbush would
hook up computers, take data,
and prepare the labs, which
included a meticulous process
of ascertaining whether or not
the fruit flies were asleep. He
would slide tubes full of fruit
flies through a panel by which
a laser would cross. The laser
would indicate when a fruit fly
was crossing its beam. When
the flies stopped crossing,
that indicated that they were
asleep.
Nadenbush got the job
after his mother put him in
contact with a friend of hers at
the university, Dr. Paul Shaw.
Also working at
Wash U. was junior Alfie Arun
in their microbiology department. His mother works at
Wash U. and had notified him
of a professor that had a job
opening.
“A lot of people can
apply for jobs there earlier in
the summer.” said Arun, “So if
you want to do it definitely get
out there and do it.”

Arun worked in two
different labs cleaning incubators and autoclave tips, analyzing microscopic pictures of
cells, and taking pictures on
an EM microscope.
“That was probably the
best part of the job,” said
Arun.
One lab was studying
Toxoplasma gondii, a parasite common in Europe that
comes from cats. The other
lab focused on parasites in
general.
“In that lab we would take
samples from everybody (who
sent in samples) and then we’d
take pictures of those samples
and give them back to them,”
said Arun. “So parasites
would infect a rat’s heart, for
example, and we would clean
the heart, section it into little
thin pieces, put it under a microscope, take pictures, and
send it back to them.”
Alfie’s first experience with the microscope,
however, did not go so well.
“For the microscope you
have to get liquid nitrogen, so

they have this container, and
you have to be really careful, otherwise if you bang it
against the wall it will shatter,”
said Arun, grinning. “So my
first time I was doing it by myself and I didn’t realize I was
banging it against the wall and
it shattered everywhere.”
While Arun was taking
pictures of cells, senior Joe
Hillmeyer was taking pictures
of animals and riverboats.
“I am very interested in
photography and was looking into getting a job over the
summer that involved photography,” said Hillmeyer.
He found a job with a
company called Photogenics
taking pictures of people at
Grant’s Farm, printing them
out, and selling them. Later in
the summer, he got a job with
Special Events Photography
taking pictures of the riverboats on the Mississippi River.
“I remembered as a child
getting my picture taken
down there.” said Hillmeyer.
“So I went online, found out
who did it, and got a job with

them. They’ve been taking
pictures of the riverboats for
25 years. It’s a serious sense of
community.”
Hillmeyer may have
found a “second family” in
Special Events Photography,
but senior Frank Beelman
worked with his actual family:
his father’s trucking company,
Beelman Trucking Company,
where he’s been working since
he was ten.
Frank did some maintenance work, graded rock, and
got to drive a 100-ton haul
truck in rock quarries and a
water truck.
“You need to water down
the rocks or it’ll get too dusty
and the EPA gets involved,”
said Beelman. “With pavement product there’s big filters
that get smaller and smaller,
discovering how much dust
there is because it can only
have a certain amount of dust.
I just tested it and made sure it
was all good there,” said Beelman.
Senior Damen Alexander
interned in the district office

for State Representative Michael Butler of the 79th Missouri district.
“A friend of mine had
introduced me to Representative Butler and put in a good
word for me and then Representative Butler was like, ‘It’d
be really cool if you would
come work for me this summer,’ so I went to work with
him,” said Alexander.
Alexander did a lot of
data collection, studying voter
history and looking at spreadsheets while calculating numbers and studying election
results for Butler. The main
objective of his work was to
study trends in the way certain neighborhoods had voted
in previous elections.
Alexander hopes that the
connections he made through
this internship will assist with
a future career in politics.
“Representative Butler
gave me a lot of career and
college tips and advice.” said
Alexander. “Hopefully this
will become something bigger.”
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Phones away, lanyards everyday
(continued from page 1)
iPad or the other devices you have, but at least we
are getting one of those out
of the way,” said Kesterson.
“We think it is going to be
beneficial to you to focus on
what you need to focus on
during school hours.”
The new policy for
phones has not been unpopular amongst students, and
many believe it will promote
productivity.
“I think the ‘no phone’
policy helps for people getting distracted in class or
between classes,” said freshman Grant Sussman.
The new policy for lanyards addressed this year
was headed by the Emergency Committee, which
consists of SLUH community members including
Kesterson, head of facilities
and security Patrick Zarrick, and president David
Laughlin.
The lanyards will serve
two purposes this year. The
first is to keep students responsible for having their
ID’s on them during school
hours.
“From
a
practical
standpoint, guys didn’t have
ID’s frequently last year,
whether it was showing up
late for school or getting demerits because we used it as
a demerit card, so that was
pretty annoying,” said Kesterson. “One way to know
whether or not a guy has his
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it would be easier to have it
hanging out of your pocket.”
“I think that a better
solution would be putting
a pin on the back of the
id’s because the lanyards
can get in the way if you’re
trying to write something,
and it’s dangling in front of
you,” said sophomore Jackson DuCharme. “I see why
they are doing it for security
purposes, but I think a pin
would be a better solution.”
Older policies concerning technology are still being enforced this year. Technology will not be allowed
during lunch, and gaming is
not allowed unless done appropriately in the computer
labs. Kesterson also hopes
to keep a tighter control of
the regulations on backpacks and students leaving
early.
“I think having Mr.
(Sterling) Brown in here
will help to have some more
eyes and ears out there to
help work on some of these
things,” said Kesterson.
art | Jackson DuCharme

card on him is to see it.”
The second purpose
is to increase measures to
keep the school more secure
than it has been in the past.
Last year, the school got in
touch with a security auditing company that tested
the school’s security. SLUH
failed the audit, and the
company made the sugges-

tion of incorporating lanyards into the daily routine
at SLUH.
“Part of this is just creating a change in the culture
of how aware we are in the
building of these kinds of issues,” said Kesterson.
However, the lanyards
have gotten a great deal
of backlash from students

around the school.
“I don’t like the lanyards because they are annoying to wear on your neck
and easy to forget,” said
freshman David Slama. “It’s
easier to remember them if
you can put them in your
pocket.”
Students have also had
different ideas for keep-

ing the security function of
the lanyards present, while
making them more comfortable.
“I think the lanyards
are kind of annoying because when you’re sitting at
your desk, sometimes you
sit back and it gets caught
on your desk or something
else,” said Sussman. “I think

Maria Paz Campos: “Uno, dos, tres, no Inglés”
BY Steven Zak and Harrison Petty
STAFF, REPORTER

A

lthough the school year
has just begun, students
may have already noticed
a new energetic presence
around the hallways. No, not
the new lanyards this positive energy is coming straight
from the far corner of the Foreign Language office, where
you will find Maria Paz Campos, SLUH’s new Spanish
teacher.
Campos hails from Santiago, Chile and moved to St.
Louis in 2014, when she began
teaching at Whitfield School
in West County.
Campos came to SLUH
after Charles Merriott retired
last year.
“What I like most about

SLUH so far is that this is my
first experience actually being able to live my faith at my
workplace,” Campos said.
One of Campos’ goals in
her new position is to evaluate the potential of re-opening
the Spanish Club for the 20172018 school year. She sees it
as a way for students, both in
the Spanish curriculum and
not, to immerse themselves in
Spanish and Latin cultures.
Campos is fond of a saying, “Uno, dos, tres, no Inglés.”
This saying is intended to remind students the best way
to become bilingual is to immerse themselves fully in the
target language.
“I think that it is one
of the many great new ideas
that she brings to our department,” said Spanish teacher

Kate Toussaint. “But not only
does she bring great ideas, she
brings a lot of energy to her
classroom as well as our department, which is great.”
“She has an ability to
make the material she teaches
totally for students and she
does it all in Spanish,” said
Russian teacher and Foreign
Language Department chair
Rob Chura. “She brings such a
cheerful, friendly personality
to our office, and fits in so well
with our very diverse group.”
Campos is eager to meet
the SLUH community and
welcomes any students in
need of Spanish help or who
just want to chat to come and
talk to her in the Foreign Language office.
photo | Joe Hillmeyer

Global 1 Migrates to Geography

art | Kyle McEnery

BY Drew Patritti
REPORTER		

T

he Social Studies department made a significant
change to its Freshman curriculum this year, replacing
Global 1 with a newly designed course, Human Geography.
The addition of AP World
History for sophomores a
few years ago allowed for the
freshman course Global 1 to
be covered within a year. This
created a conflict within the
Social Studies department
as department chair Kevin
Foy, along with other teachers, were uncomfortable with
sophomores repeating material from freshman year.
“The conflict of Global
1 with Global 2 has been a

topic for years,” said Foy. “The
switch to Human Geography
was the result of a lot of years
of conversations.”
While Global 1 was more
of a survey of world history,
Human Geography offers
students more social studies
rather than simply history.
This new course incorporates
interactions between people
and the world as well as multiple different social sciences
including geography, economics, anthropology, and
many more. Rather than restrict freshmen to just history
courses, Human Geography
will act as a better gateway to
the variety of electives available senior year and beyond.
“Human Geography gives

students a wider view of what
social studies wholistically is
early on” said Foy.		
It was a largely collaborative process within the Social Studies Department. Although discussions have been
going on for a few years, the
decision to move forward with
this idea began last January
during the department’s offcampus curriculum day. To
follow up the history teachers
started meeting regularly and
planning an outline in February and March. Social Studies teacher Tom Zinselmeyer
took the roll of lead teacher to
design the new course.
Zinselmeyer called this

continued on page 12

Soccer shuts out Chaminade; Rudder rises above to
seal SLUH’s season opener

Varsity players honor the loss of David Jackson, ’16 during the prayer before kickoff.

Stephen Ocampo
CORE STAFF

T

he last time the St. Louis
U. High varsity soccer
team lost to the Chaminade
Red Devils, this year’s seniors
had just entered their freshman year, and after a 1-0 victory this past Saturday, the
streak lives on.
However, this time it was
different for the Jr. Billikens;
this time white tape marked
with “DJ18” wrapped their
wrists in honor of SLUH alum

David Jackson, who passed
away last week.
“We were dedicating
the game to David no matter what,” said senior goalkeeper Alec Meissner, “and
it was amazing to get a win,
especially against a team like
Chaminade.”
This year, the team features 11 new players and 14
returning.
“I think that this year’s
team is probably one of the
best teams that SLUH has put

together since the last state
championship,” said Meissner.
With so many new players, the Jr. Bills look towards
their second year captains, senior backs Cam Verzino and
Kurt Schumacher, and first
year captains, senior midfielders Pietro Nicastro and
Stephen Lavigne, for leadership.
“Our biggest responsibility out on the field (as
captains) is communication
between us and forwards

photo | Louis Barnes

and Meissner in the goal,”
said Lavigne. “I think it really
helps our team when we communicate with everyone on
the field.”
Not only was there an
abundance of new players, but
also a change in the coaching
staff as science teacher Bradley Mueller stepped up as an
assistant coach after previous
assistant coach Charlie Clark’s
departure.
“I was disappointed
when I heard Coach Clark

wasn’t going to be coaching at
SLUH anymore. He knew a
lot about the game and always
took the time to ask me about
my day when he saw me,” said
Schumacher. “But Mr. Mueller is a great replacement and
is easy to talk to about things
I think we need to work on
since he’s so young.”
With this new look,
SLUH had been ranked sixth
in the state in the preseason,
only spurring them to push
for a higher rank.

“We are definitely looking to prove ourselves and
climb the rankings as quick as
possible,” said Meissner.
“We’ve been slept on,”
said senior wing Will Rudder, “and games this year will
speak for themselves.”
On Saturday, the Jr. Bills
faced their first challenge, the
Chaminade Red Devils.
Off the opening whistle,
the Jr. Bills’ tenacity showed as
they pushed for a high tempo
offense while giving the Red
Devils few chances to score.
Late in the first half, the
Jr. Bills struck first with the
only goal of the night as senior Ray Goedecker launched
a pass straight to Rudder for
an easy header, giving SLUH
a 1-0 lead before heading into
halftime.
“Will’s goal changed
the whole complexion of the
game,” said head coach Charlie Martel. “Now Chaminade’s
on the back foot, so I just told
(the team) to keep the pressure on them.”
After half, the Red Devils
pushed back in hopes of tying
it. However, just a few minutes into the half, there was a
stoppage of play for a hydration break for players to rest
and get water from playing in
the heat.
“We struggled from the
heat,” said Lavigne, “but we

continued on page 11

Football tames Jaguars behind strong run game New hockey staff values
Nick Prainito and
Nathan Langhauser

REPORTER AND SPORTS EDITOR

U

“We are putting in a
lot more work, a lot of extra days and extra hours
at practice,” said senior
running back Jared Scott.
“Coming in from three to
nine, lifting weights, watching film, having team dinner, then going to practice,
that really brought us together as a team, and helped
us bond over summer.”
“Our defense is killer
right now,” said senior Evan
Kilgore. “We have an NFL-

style defense right now and
it is very intense.”
Before the game started
last Friday, Gateway held a
moment of silence for David
Jackson, ’16. Jackson, who
played football for SLUH,
passed away last week.
The game began shortly after. After a couple of
first downs on their first
drive, the Jr. Bills were unable to move further down
the field. So from their own
45-yard line on fourth down

nder a new coaching
staff, the St. Louis U.
High varsity football team
opened up a fresh century
of football with a commanding victory over the
Gateway STEM Jaguars last
Friday night. The Jr. Billikens played a consistent
game in both halves to shut
out the Jaguars, 42-0. An
excellent defensive performance, combined with
a highlight-reel running
game, paved the way for the
SLUH victory.
The game marked head
coach Mike Jones’ first at
SLUH. Jones was hired as
head coach of the program
after Gary Kornfeld had
stepped down in March after his 38th year of coaching
SLUH football.
Along with Jones came
several new coaches, most
on the varsity level, and
with the new coaches came
a new wave of style and
preparation, starting over
the summer.
“What we want to do,
first thing, we want to get in
the best condition possible,” Senior Daniel Terry carries the ball into a Gateway defender.
said Jones.

they were forced to punt.
“We came out kind of
flat,” said Scott. “But the defense really picked us up.”
Gateway, stifled by the
Jr. Billiken defense, had the
same result on their first
drive, a four-and-out. And
after a short punt that went
about ten yards, the Jr. Bills
were in scoring position at
the Jaguars’ 30-yard line. A
few short rushes by Scott,
and a pass by senior

committment to program;
hosts middle school camp
Ben Dattilo and
Henry Wagner

SPORTS EDITOR, REPORTER

J

ack Behan was hired last
spring as the 2017-2018
varsity head coach, after varsity head coach Kevin Fitzpatrick stepped down.
Behan had previously
coached at Parkway South
continued on page 11 and had been coaching club
hockey until he was hired at
SLUH.
“Coach Behan’s experience and his familiarity
with SLUH, not because he’s
coached at SLUH before, but
because he has coached current and former players in
club hockey, was what made
coach Behan the best option,”
said Athletic Director Chris
Muskopf.
Behan’s first coaching experience with SLUH occurred
in the summer when the team
participated in a summer
league. The league consisted
of four teams and each team
played three games a week for
three weeks.
In August, Behan ran
a hockey camp for middle
schoolers. Behan thought this
photo | Dominik Skroska
would have to wait for August

2018, but with the help of
the parent board and hockey
board, Behan was able to run
the camp. The camp was full
by the time it started, and was
a huge success for the hockey
program.
“My biggest goal is for
every player to be able to say
this was the most fun they’ve
ever had playing hockey,” said
Behan.
While winning is what
Behan wants to do, he also
wants to create character in
the players.
“I will teach them the
importance of accountability
and commitment to the team,
their teammates, the program,
to SLUH and to themselves
individually,” said Behan.
Behan is joined by a staff
comprised of assistant coaches Steve Walters and Alex
Effinger and goalie coach
Luke Venker. Effinger has previously coached at SLUH.
“I love the kids and the
program that’s what brings
me back to St. Louis U High,”
said Effinger.
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Swim hopes to make a spalsh in new
season; new MSHSAA rules set high bar
for State

Cross country looks at another State
run; sets high goals

BY Justin
REPORTER

Koesterer

A

John Burke and Joe
Feder
BY

REPORTERS

T

he St. Louis U. High swim
and dive team returns to
the pool this season with big
goals and an abundance of talent, looking to build another
stellar season.
The season kicked off
with the third annual Blue
and White week, a series of
daily competitions that sets
teammate against teammate,
includes an open water swim
at Innsbrook, and culminates with an intrasquad high
school meet. The meet at the
end of the week is a way for
swimmers to get their first
seed times and a gauge of
where they want to be by season’s end.
At this year’s Blue and
White meet, SLUH achieved
a state cut in the 200 Medley
Relay, and senior Barclay Dale
achieved a state cut in both
the 50 Freestyle and 100 Backstroke, though these times do
not qualify as official MHSHAA times due to the meet
being intrasquad.
“It went really well,” said
head swim coach Lindsey Ehret. “I think we’re faster right
now than we have been at any
other time in my three years
(as head coach). The meet was

art | Nick Koenig

a great indication of things to
come.”
The swim team has set
some high goals for this year,
which include going undefeated in dual meets and invitationals.
Additionally, in the offseason, MSHSAA changed
the rules for the state swim
meet. Missouri schools have
now been divided in half—
a small school class and a
large school class, with each
class competing in a separate
meet. SLUH falls into the
large school class, meaning
they will only be competing
against similar sized schools,
and, more importantly, not
against reigning state champs
Cape Central, who now fall
into the smaller schools class.
As a result, SLUH looks to improve upon their 12th place
finish from last year.
“It’s all about improvement,” said Dale. “If every
swimmer gets faster through
the season, we should be able
to see great results at state.”
“I believe in this team,”
said Ehret. “We’re honestly
looking for a first or second
place finish this year. I think
it’s possible”
The swim team this year,
led by senior captains Barclay
Dale, Jack Laux, John Burke,

and Nick Mattingly, features a
strong set of returning classes.
The team looks to get big state
swims from Dale, Mattingly,
and fellow seniors Mathias
Hostetler and Joe Jellinek.
“We also have a lot of
depth in our sophomore and
junior classes,” said Dale.
In the junior class, the
team is looking towards Joe
Feder as a definite state swimmer and Daniel Fink and Will
Slatin as swimmers with potential to break through this
year. The sophomore class features a returning state swimmer, Josh Brown, and a few
state hopefuls in Sean Santoni
and Nicholas Dalaviras.
“We’re looking for more
individuals to qualify for state
and then hopefully come
back for finals and earn some
points,” said Ehret.
This year could be a
breakout year for the swim
team, and the season officially
starts this weekend. The first
two meets are this Saturday,
Aug. 26, with half the team
representing SLUH at the Ladue Invite and the other half
at Marquette Relays.
“We’re stalking this State
Championship like a shark
stalks his prey—relentlessly
pursuing until he eats,” said
captain Jack Laux.

August 25, 2017

fter a 10th place finish
at the State Championship last year, the St. Louis U.
High cross country team has
come back and is looking for
a trophy finish this fall. First
through fourth place at the
state meet merit hardware.
Historically, SLUH has
been a powerhouse in the
field, winning a State Championship as recently as 2013,
and finishing runner-up the
following year. The Bills have
finished 11th and 10th at the
last two state meets.
Junior captain Patrick
Hetlage said, “Finishing 11th
and 10th at state doesn’t do
justice to how well the program has done in the past.”
Over the summer, the
cross country coaching staff
and a select group of extremely committed runners met in
Brashear, MO for running
camp. As well as training, the
group came up with a poster
to explain how they envision
the team working, including
how they can get more people
to run cross country, weekly
and yearly incentives, and
how the team can improve
overall.
Weekly goals such as
“Increase your push-up total
every week,” and yearly goals
“Be a trophy team at state,” remind the team of the dedication that defines the program.
In preparation for the
first meet and for season
growth, head coach Joe Porter has assigned each member
a letter, in accordance to his
ability level, for the mileage he
will run that day. On normal
runs, A’s will run eight miles
on a loop throughout Forest
Park, B’s train six, C’s five, D’s
four, and E’s three.
The team runs one
warmup mile together before
the runs, and also adds in a set
of push-ups and an occasional

core-strengthening workout
before their run. A cool down
mile after the run puts the top
level guys at 10 miles a day,
setting the bar high. Hard
workouts occur two days per
week, with the runners having
Sunday off to rest.
The first meet is next
Wednesday, Aug. 30 at the

O’Fallon Futures Invitational,
where only the freshmen and
sophomore will race. The
course record is held by SLUH
junior Reed Milnor, who last
year ran the three mile race in
16:41. The first all-team meet
will take place the following
Saturday, Sept. 2 at Granite
City.

art | John Burke

UNDERCLASSMAN BRIEFS
Friday 9/18

Tuesday 9/22

Thursday 8/24

JV Football vs Gateway STEM

B Soccer vs MICDS

C Soccer vs. MICDS

SLUH 					27
Gateway 				0

SLUH 					3
MICDS 			
0

SLUH					4
MICDS				0

JV Soccer vs Vianney

Next Game: 8/26 vs. Jeff City @
Soccer Park

Next Game: 8/28 vs. Ladue @
Ladue 5th Grade/Early Childhood
Saturday 9/19
C Soccer vs Chaminade
SLUH 					4
Chaminade 				2
B Soccer vs Chaminade
SLUH 					1
Chaminade				0

SLUH 					0
Vianney				3
C Football vs Fort Zumwalt North
SLUH					0
Fort Zumwalt North			
20
Next Game: 9/5 vs. Chaminade @ SLUH

-Compiled by Nathan Langhauser, Ben Dattilo, Matthew Quinlan, Leo Wagner,
Luke Wagner, and Alfie Arun

B Soccer vs. Rock Bridge
SLUH					2
Rock Bridge				2
Next Game: 8/26 vs. Jeff City @
Soccer Park
JV Soccer vs. Lindbergh
SLUH					3
Lindbergh				1
Next Game: 8/28 vs. Parkway South @
Parkway South
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Defense stupifies STEM in
stellar show
(continued from page 9)

quarterback
Austin
Hannah were enough to put
the Bills within the fiveyard line on third down. A
couple of timeouts followed,
but that didn’t fluster the Jr.
Bills offense. Immediately
after, Scott ran three yards
for his first of four rushing touchdowns. The extra
point was good, and SLUH
started the season with a
lead of 7-0.
On their next drive,
the Jaguars got a first down,
but then were plagued with
a ten-yard penalty. Next,
they fumbled the ball and
the Jr. Bills recovered on the
STEM 40-yard line. All the
hours put in during the preseason began to show.
“I think some of the
drills that we’re doing are
reflecting in the way our
guys are playing, so we’ll
continue to work on getting turnovers as a defense
and being aggressive,” said
Jones.
A couple of big rushes
by Scott closed out the first
quarter with the ball on the
Jaguars’ three-yard line.
A couple of plays into
the second quarter, Hannah
took a quarterback sneak
for a fourth down touchdown. With the extra point
the Jr. Bills led STEM 14-0
with 10:18 left in the half.
The Jaguars took possession at their own 35-yard
line after the SLUH kickoff
rolled out of bounds. A big
run took them to the SLUH
41, but that would be it for
the drive. They ended up
punting the ball to the Jr.
Bills. However, the Jr. Bills
fumbled the ball to the Jaguars in their own territory,
giving the ball away. But
the Jr. Bills’ defense would
make a big stand with a sack
by senior Kameron Bowdry
and a couple of near inter-

ceptions, and SLUH stopped
Gateway’s attempt to gain a
first down and took possession on the STEM 35.
After
taking
over,
the SLUH running game
brought
them
another
touchdown. Scott ran for a
first down and touchdown
on the drive, and with 41
seconds left in the first half,
SLUH led 21-0.
“Our goal is to be a
running attack team,” said
Jones.
However, the fireworks
would not stop quite yet: junior Luke Sansone recorded
a crucial interception in the
Jr. Bills end zone with just
seconds left in the half to
keep the Jaguars from scoring.
To start the third
quarter, Gateway took the
SLUH kickoff to their own
40-yard line. The Jr. Billiken defense came up big
again—after a STEM 15yard penalty, senior Daniel
McMurran picked off a Jaguars pass and ran it over 30
yards to the Jaguars 9-yard
line. Then Scott rushed for
his third touchdown of the
game. The extra point was
good and SLUH held a commanding 28-0 lead.
The standout Jr. Bills’
defense continued their
dominant performance by
forcing yet another fourand-out. McMurran returned the Jaguars’ punt for
25 yards, and Scott rushed
for a 15-yard touchdown,
his final of the night, to put
SLUH ahead with a 35-0
lead.
In the fourth quarter,
with the clock running,
SLUH had possession for
most of the quarter. Several
long drives by sophomore
Kellen Porter took the Jr.
Bills to the Jaguars 19. Another first down followed
and then junior Steven
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Mack rushed for a one-yard
touchdown, a quarterback
carry. Then, following the
kickoff, SLUH recovered
a Gateway fumble and the
game ended 42-0 in favor of
the Jr. Bills.
“We got a good win for
coach Jones and the rest of
the new staff,” said Scott.
“We have a saying, ‘we
want to be 1-0 at ten o’clock
on Friday nights’,” said
Jones.
In the victory, the rushing game came up huge for
SLUH. Scott ran for 144 total yards on 25 carries, averaging 5.8 yards per carry.
Quarterback sneaks also
proved effective for SLUH,
accounting for two touchdowns. Hannah passed for
59 yards, completing 5 out
of 8 passing attempts.
On defense for the Jr.
Bills, strong pass coverage
proved successful in the
shutout. On the rare occasions when the Jaguars
would connect for a first
down, SLUH would stop
them before they could pose
any scoring threat. The Jaguars never made more than
two first downs on any
drive.
Junior Mikes Trittler
recorded two sacks and
Bowdry and Kilgore both
recovered fumbles. Combined with two interceptions, the Jr. Bills showcased
an impressive dual defensive threat on the ground
and in the air.
“We have a goal getting
three turnovers in practice.
We raised it to four this
week,” said Jones.
The Jr. Bills look to
continue to dominate defensively in their home
opener against the Ladue
Rams tonight at 7 p.m., the
annual Running of the Bills
game.
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SOCCER NIGHTBEAT
St. Louis U. High varsity soccer defeated Rock Bridge in Columbia
last night, 3-0. The first goal came on a long ball sent by senior captain
Cam Verzino that senior Ray Goedeker headed home to put SLUH up
1-0. Senior captain Pietro Nicastro and junior Alex Lehmann scored in
the second half, putting Rock Bridge away for good, 3-0. SLUH improved to 2-0 on the season.
-compiled by Andrew McCarthy

Meissner ruins Red Devil rush

(continued from page 9)

had six or seven subs
that really performed well and
helped us get some rest and to
get us back out there and perform.”
“I think our continuity
suffered because of that, but
we got the result,” said Martel.
In the sixty-seventh minute, the Red Devils finally
broke through the Jr. Bills’
defense for an opportunity to
score. However, the shot ricocheted off Meissner, allowing

another shot, but, once again,
it was stifled by Meissner, sealing the 1-0 win for the Jr. Bills.
“I didn’t have to do too
much in the Chaminade
game, that’s definitely a credit
to my defense,” said Meissner,
“But when I was called upon
I did make the saves I needed
to make. I was just doing my
job.”
With the first game behind them, the Jr. Bills still
are not satisfied and set their
sights on bigger goals for the

season.
“Our ultimate goal is to
win a State Championship,”
said Rudder. “We’ve fallen
short the past couple years
and I think we are working
every day to achieve that goal.”
See nightbeat for the
results of last night’s game
against Rockbridge.
The Jr. Bills’ next game is
this Monday at Parkway South
at 6:00 p.m.

Senior Peter Kickham against Chaminade on Saturday.

photo | Louis Barnes

INTERESTED IN WRITING
FOR THE PREP NEWS?
Stop by the PN office right across
from Mr. Powers room after school
today to grab an article!
If writing is not your thing, no problem! We have a staff who are more than
willing to help teach you.
If you’re also interested in making
artwork, stop by and our Art Director
will talk to you!

Senior Jared Scott rushed for four
touchdowns and 144 yards last Friday night against Gateway STEM in
a 42-0 victory.
art | Ian Shocklee

Senior Jared Scott last Friday.

photo | Sulli Wallisch

This Day In Sports History: August 25th
1920

1950

1986

Swimmer Ethelda Bleibtrey becomes the first

Sugar Ray Robinson knocks out Jose Basora to

Mark McGwire hits his first major league

American woman to win in gold in the Olympics.

win middleweight boxing title.

home run while playing for the Oakland Athletics.
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Around the Hallways
Alumni Board
The Alumni Board met
in the Commons on Tuesday
night for their Back to School
meeting, and first of this
academic year. The Alumni
Board consists of members
of almost every graduating
class, stretching back as far as
the Class of 1954, and whose
main focus is to encourage increased giving from their various classes, especially through
the annual Phonathon. The
Board will continue to meet
for three more meetings
throughout the academic year,

with the next meeting occur- Flanagan Crossword
ring in December.
SLUH graduate and son
of math teacher Tom FlanaNew Milk Brand and Price
gan, Daniel Flanagan ’04 subThe SLUH cafeteria, and mitted and had a crossword
Food Service Consultants, puzzle published in the New
have introduced new, and York Times this summer. The
cheaper milk to the cafeteria crossword, published in the
to sell to students. The brand Times on August 8, “offers us
has changed from Prairie a set of theme entries that are
Farms to TruMoo. The price fractions or ratios” says Deb
has also experienced a signifi- Amlen of the Times. This was
cant change, dropping nearly Flanagan’s first appearance in
a dime, with both normal and the New York Times.
chocolate milks costing ten
cents for each carton.
SLUH Top Workplace in Post
This summer, the Saint

Louis U. High was labeled by
the St. Louis Post Dispatch as
a Top Workplace in the city of
St. Louis. SLUH placed second
in the “Midsize” category, determined by having between
150-499 employees, trailing
Ander Minkler Huber and
Helm LLP, an accounting firm
also based out of St. Louis.
This is the fifth year in a row
in which SLUH has made this
list.
Compilied by Matthew
Quinlan

Zinselmeyer instrumental in Human Geography
(continued from page 8)
project the Foundational Social Studies Experience for
Freshmen. This experience
will integrate elements outside
of the classroom, and incorporate cultural, religious, and
social highlights of a variety of
different communities.
Zinselmeyer also instituted four principles for Human
Geography: Mission, Growth
Mindset and Executive Functioning Skills, Diversity, and
Academic Consistency. Mission focuses on the Grad at
Grad and Pope Francis’s Lau-
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dato Si as well as other religious aspects. Growth Mindset and Executive Functioning
Skills, two Upward Bound focuses, promote curiosity and
critical thinking. Diversity
includes the Passport experience and reflects both local
and global communities. Academic Consistency guarantees
the course is in line with and
prepares students for future
social studies classes.
Throughout this process
and continuing into the future, the creation of Human
Geography has required history teachers to collaborate

more than ever before as
this new course incorporates
multiple social sciences. This
process required a significant
amount of time, effort, and
teamwork from all teachers
involved.
“Human Geography is
a collaboration, cross-discipline, experimental revamp of
the freshman experience,” said
Zinselmeyer.
But the transition has
gone smoothly, and more importantly, successfully.
“As long as we keep communicating, the transition will
continue to be easy,” social

studies teacher Joe Porter.
Just like any other course,
tweaks and small improvements will continue to be
made as better approaches,
strategies, ideas are discovered. Human Geography is
being taught by Zinselmeyer,
Porter, Anne Marie Lodholz,
and Sarah Becvar when she
returns from maternity leave
later in the fall. The course will
be a three-day a week course
just as Global 1 had been.
“We’re going to find both
students and teachers having
a better experience,” said Foy.

Credits
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Charlie “Slept in Class”
McGroarty
Daniel “Guartied” Dewan
Jake “Threw Weights
Around” Trunko
Ken “Talked Notes” Viehland
Drew “Hid from Girls”
Patritti
Ethan “Traveled” Schmidt
Justin “Ran with the Bulls”
Koesterer
Nick “Vacuumed” Prainito
Joe “Drank Juice” Feder
Henry “Lit Lamps” Wagner
Kevin “Danced” Sembrot
Harrison “Was Really” Petty
Peter “Became the Favorite
Son” Curdt
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William “Legally Changed
Name to Sulli” Walsh
Louis “Cleaned out the”
Barnes
Ms. Elaine “Researched
More Colleges Than Mrs.
Kindbom” Todorov
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Moderator
Mr. Steve “Did whatever
snow does“ Missey

Mass Schedule - Mass of
the Holy Spirit

AP
Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch
Special—Brunch
		Vegetarian—Garden Burger
3:00pm
Freshman Fun Day
7:00pm
V Football vs. Ladue HW
		
Running of the Bills
Saturday, August 26
9:00am
11:00am
		
1:00PM

V Swimming @ Marquette
JV Swimming @ Ladue HW
B Soccer @ Jefferson City
C/V Soccer @Jefferson City

Monday, August 28

Schedule R

Emergency Drills
AP
Snack—Pepperoni Bosco Stick
Lunch
Special—Toasted Ravioli
		Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
4:15PM
JV Soccer @ Parkway South
4:30PM
JV Football @ Ladue HW
		
C Football vs. Ladue HW
6:00PM
V Soccer @Parkway South
Tuesday, August 29

Schedule R

AP
1-8-1-8 Seniors Registration–Old Cafe
		Hope College
		
John Hopkins University
		
University of Chicago
		Snack—Mini Taco’s
Lunch
Special—Taco Bar
		
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
4:00PM
JV Soccer @ Parkway South
		
C Soccer vs. Vianney
5:00PM
B Soccer @ Gibault
6:30PM
V Soccer @ Gibault
Schedule R
Wednesday, August 30
AP
NHS Meeting–Theater
		Snack—Chicken Bites
Lunch Special—Hand Breaded Chicken Strips
		
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
4:00PM
B/C Cross Country @ O’Fallon
		
Swimming vs. CBCHS
4:15PM
C Soccer @ Priory

Thursday, August 31
Schedule R
AP
1-8-1-8 Juniors Registration–Old Cafe
		Snack—Bosco Stick
Lunch
Special—Papa John’s Pizza
		Vegetarian—Cheese Pizza
5:30PM
AMDG Parent Spirituality
Friday, September 1
AP
4:30PM
7:30PM

Schedule R

Senior Class Mass
V Soccer vs. Springfield Glendale
V Football vs. Chaminade

calendar | Liam John

Photographers
Dominik “I AM SKROOT”

Prep News Vault: Dress code changes in 1992

In 1992, Assisstant Principal
for Student Welfare and
Discipline Mr. Art Zinselmeyer
took measures to lower
regulations on the strict dress
code, allowing students to
wear collarless shirts and
go sock-free. His incentive
was to lower the burden for
students on something that
had become more casual in
the recent years: clothing
standards.

