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Senior Matus diagnosed
with brain tumor

Martel retires after 25 years of soccer

Surgery complete; community
prays for his recovery
BY Jack Schweizer
EDITOR IN CHIEF

S

enior Henry Matus was
recently diagnosed with a
brain tumor and underwent
surgery this past Monday at
St. Louis Children’s Hospital,
spurring a wave of prayers and
outreach from the St. Louis U.
High community. His hospital
stay is currently indefinite, and
future treatment depends on
what doctors conclude from a
biopsy of the tumor.
Matus was admitted into
the hospital 11 days ago but first
started experiencing symptoms
of the tumor towards the end
of December. He had intense
headaches and blurry vision,
which sometimes blacked out
entirely for several minutes.
“I was having these really
bad headaches, and I would be
taking like six to eight Ibprofen
a day, so it was pretty bad. And
then I would have these like
black dots and black patches in

my vision, and they would usually last like 5 or 6 seconds, and
then my normal vision would
come back. But like 15 minutes
later, another episode would
happen,” said Matus.
Expecting an answer to
his vision problems, Matus
went to Clarkson Eyecare last
Tuesday. After administering
a general vision test, the staff
at Clarkson Eyecare told Matus his optic nerve was swollen.
They sent Matus to St. Louis
Children’s Hospital, where doctors ran a series of tests, including an MRI, and discovered a
tumor near his pituitary gland.
The news was completely
unforeseen for the Matus family.
“At first, I just wanted to
see, am I going to die from this,
just kind of stuff like that. It
took me and my family by surprise because you know I was
just going to go into the Clark-
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A

fter 25 years as St. Louis
U. High’s varsity soccer
coach, Charlie Martel has decided to step down from his
position.
“There are several reasons I can give for stepping
continued on page 6 down as SLUH soccer coach,”

said Martel in an email interview with the Prep News.
“First, I won my 500th game
this season. Secondly, I was
inducted into the Missouri
State High School Soccer
Coaches Association Hall of
Fame. Thirdly, the 2017 Soccer Bills finished fifth in the
State of Missouri and won 21
games. Because of these fac-
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exchange
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continued on page 11

Martel earns his place
in soccer Hall of Fame
Justin Koesterer
STAFF

I

“ have fought the good fight,

Ben Klevorn and
Thomas Molen
BY

STAFF, REPORTER

S

tudents from Nanjing
Foreign Language School
have been coming to SLUH
since 1977, as part of an exchange program. This year,
eight students have joined the
SLUH community, the largest
number yet.
Five male students and
three female students arrived
in St. Louis on Saturday Dec.
31; they will stay at SLUH until the end of the second semester. The students are Ji Yiheng, Jiang Wanting, Cheng
Yifei, Tong Wu, Wu Kaizhi,
Ma Mengxiano, Sun Xiaojian,
and Jiang Wangzheng.
Applications to come to
SLUH through the Nanjing
Foreign Language School are
very competitive, according to Chinese teacher Yude
Huang. “They are all top students in their school, and we

tors, I felt it was a fitting time
to step down. I have many
awesome memories that I can
take with me into later life.
I would also like some time
now to spend more fully with
my family and three sons.”
“I was kind of shocked
but not totally surprised by
the news. He was very accomplished in his career,” said

senior Will Rudder. “Also, he
was just coming off a fabulous
season where he got his 500th
win so the news made sense.
Sure, he helped me as a soccer
player but that’s expected. It’s
what he taught me off the field
that means so much more to
me. Things such as perseverance, courage, accountability,
mental toughness, and being
a man for others. All of these
will help me a lot more in life
than soccer. He taught me
that soccer is more than just
a sport.”
“He had been reflecting on it for a while and
when you’ve coached for 25
years at a place and then you
start to think about all of the
achievements, it’s not an easy
decision to make,” said Athletic Director Chris Muskopf.
“With the 25 years, 500 wins
and the Hall of Fame induction he felt like it was the right
time and I respect that.”
“When I heard this news
I wasn’t surprised,” said senior
Pietro Nicastro. “I knew he
was going to retire soon but I

Chinese exchange students with hosts.

only accept the top students.
They have to be in the top 10
percent and maybe into the
top 3 percent to get accepted,”
said Huang.
In addition to finishing
near the top of their class, a
strong understanding of the
English language is necessary
to join the SLUH community.
“They are all fluent at
speaking English because
they come from a foreign language school, so their English
is good, but still sometimes
they cannot get it perfectly, so
they need a little time to adjust,” said Huang.
For the exchange stu-
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News

Chinese exchange students
Eight foreign exchange students
arrived from the Nanjing Foreign Language School and will
stay until the end of the semester.
Page 7
News
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dents, school is much different at SLUH than it was in
China. For instance in China,
class sizes are much bigger,
the school day is longer, no
technology is integrated into
the curriculum, and students have every class in one
room with the same classmates; there is no moving
from classroom to classroom
throughout the day.
“I think that the students
at SLUH are friendly and nice
to me. They were very willing
to greet me on my first day or
in class, they are all very cooperative. I think the teachers
are very nice, and because I

Discernment retreat
The Rev. Joseph Hill, S.J. and seniors
travel to Louisiana for discernment
retreat, modeled on Ignatius’ Spiritual
Exercises. Page 2

have only been here for a week
or so, I am not very familiar
with how things work, like
the applications on the iPads.
I find SLUH as very welcoming, very warm. It’s a very nice
place,” said exchange student
Yifei (Maverick) Cheng.
Of the seven exchange
students hosted last year,
three of them decided to become full-time students at
SLUH. Huang is hopeful that
this tradition will continue
into the future.
“We had three last year,
so hopefully we can see more
and more students from Nanjing Foreign Language School

News

OAC ski adventure
Patrick Zarrick and 14 students
traveled to Colorado over Christmas break and shredded fresh
snow on the slopes of Keystone
and Breckenridge. Page 2
News

Senior Project profiles
As the seniors pass their halfway
point in their senior projects,
they describe and reflect upon
their experiences. Page 5

I have finished the race, I
have kept the faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7)
After 25 years of funfilled memories, many state
finals, and a state championship in 2003, soccer coach
Charlie Martel has been honored by being inducted into
the MSHSSCA Hall of Fame.
Over 25 seasons, Martel has
won over 500 games as the
head coach of the Jr. Bills and
has lost just 167, posting a
win percentage of almost 75
percent over the span of his
career.
But Martel, who announced his retirement from
coaching last week, isn’t really one of those boisterous
attention-loving coaches that
we might see today. SLUH
Athletic Director Chris Muskopf, although having been at
SLUH for only a couple years,
has noticed how subtly but directly Martel has coached and
taught his protégées.

Sports

Hockey
SLUH hockey rebounds from its
only loss of the season with six
straight wins, nabbing the Jesuit
Cup from De Smet. Page 9
Sports

Basketball
SLUH basketball beat De Smet
55-48 at their court but ended
up losing to St. Mary’s 65-37 at
home. Page 9

“He’s not the coach that
will be running up and down
the sideline throwing his
arms up and down and ranting and raving. He’s a very cerebral coach. He watches the
game, and doesn’t say much,
but what he did say to his
players was always short, and
to the point. I noticed that at
the end of all three seasons
I’ve seen, all of the players he’s
coached has given him a hug,
which really shows the coach
he is,” said Muskopf.
His impact began all the
way back with his interview,
which impressed the SLUH
athletic director at the time,
Dick Wehner.
“He did a good job at
not only presenting what his
credentials were, what qualified him, but his vision for the
SLUH soccer program. I remember the many memories
he brought to our community,
both good and bad. Of course
there was the championship
in 2003, but there was also the
state title game versus Rock-

continued on page 4
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Reflection
Arriving in St. Louis
*Editors note: This reflection is by Chinese exchange student Michelle,
and appeared in the St.
Louis Chinese American
newspaper last week.

photo | Mr. Andy Schwartz

OAC boys skiing in Denver
BY Drew Nester
REPORTER		

A

s the majority of students
headed home for rest on
Dec. 20, at the end of a strenuous week of semester exams,
14 St. Louis U. High students
participating in the Outdoor
Adventure Club’s (OAC) annual winter ski trip boarded a
flight to Denver.
Accompanying
OAC
moderator Patrick Zarrick
and parent chaperone Andy
Schwartz were seniors Andrew Schwartz, Ben Cox,
Brendan Charles, Brendan
Stead, Ian Shocklee, and Peter Kickham, juniors Collin
Gund, Drew Nester, Gabe
Schwartz, John Ferrari, Ryan
MacDonald, and Vallee Willman III, sophomore Will
Schaedler, and freshman Eli
Butters. With two rental vans,

a sprinter bus and a minivan, the group traveled from
the Denver airport to Silverthorne, Colo. and spent three
days on two of Colorado’s
most renowned mountains—
Keystone and Breckenridge.
“Recently with the advent of VRBO and Airbnb,
we are able to travel affordably for a large group of
people,” said Zarrick, who
has refrained from offering
Colorado ski trips in the past
due to high prices. However,
Zarrick managed to snag a 4
bedroom and 2 full bath cozy
cabin in the woods for the
boys, equipped with a hot tub
to manage any soreness from
the day’s adventures.
Although 14 teenage
boys on a ski trip might sound
like a recipe for disaster, “This
year the guys were exception-

al,” said Zarrick. “They were
prompt, responsible, paid on
time, were helpful, and made
a good group. They also skied
with control and we were very
fortunate to come back with
no injuries.”
However, don’t let Mr.
Zarrick fool you, a lot of these
guys were first timers. The
group was fortunate to have
good snows on the trip.
“We were very nervous
about the forecast leading up
to the trip. Colorado has had
a poor fall snow season. We
even heard that resorts like
Vail were sending skiers to
Keystone and Breckenridge,”
said Zarrick.
On day one at Keystone,
the group received two inches
of snow, and the end of day
two brought a full six inches
more, which made for a great

final day.
“Overnight snow slowed
us on the roads, but the morning powder made our troubles
worth it,” said Schwartz, the
OAC student leader.
The trip can be best
summed up in the words of
junior Vallee Willman III,
who perhaps enjoyed himself
a bit too much: “It was a special trip with a special group
of guys. We shredded the gnar
like it was our job. We really
hit the slopes with the fresh
powder we received. I highly
suggest joining the club, you
really bond with your classmates on it.”
Next winter, put your
family on hold and take a trip
west with your buddies.

I can still recall the
moment when the plane
finally landed at St. Louis
Airport in the darkness of
that winter night. I may
never forget how cold I felt
when I got out of the plane,
but I also remember how
nice it was to meet the Fallons on December 30th and
how their greetings filled
me with warmth and sweetness.
I LOVE my host wfamily. We got along well just
in seconds—it seemed like
we had met some time before! It is really amazing to
live with them. Mom Bek
and I like to have conversations about everything and
sometimes we even cook
together. The two girls Annie and Julia are very cute

My AP World History
teacher Mr. O’Neil is a very
cool person. I enjoy chatting with him after class.
After four lessons in
the morning, there comes
lunch time. There are many
food options in the school
cafeteria, and they all look
tasty. The only hard thing
is that the lunch break is
short so I am always in a
hurry. In addition, I’ve only
been having lunch with the
other Chinese exchange
students since the first day.
It would be wonderful if I
could have a chance to eat
with other SLUH students.
I also like my substitute Biology teacher Mrs.
Menne. She has been helping me a lot about biology
since the very beginning.
She is very kind.
Up till now, I’ve spent
eight days at SLUH. The
first week (three days actually) went pretty hard for
me. I was always in trouble
finding my classrooms and

Hill heads discernment retreat down South

A path through the grounds of the Jesuit novitiate in Grand Coteau.
BY Peter
REPORTER		

Campbell

The Rev. Joseph Hill,
S.J., along with current senior and several recent graduates, escaped last week’s
frigid temperatures in Saint
Louis by travelling to Louisiana to take part in a discern-

ment retreat put on by the
Jesuits.
The discernment retreat
was held for anyone who is
interested in joining the Jesuits. There are two discernment retreats held in the
province, one in December
and one in January.

photo courtesy Jack Schweizer

According to Hill, a discernment is a silent, individually guided retreat. There
are no talks, speakers, or directors, but rather individual
reflection and prayer with
the retreatants and directors;
the basis of the retreat is the
Spiritual Exercises. Because

many of the retreatants were
new to the kind of meditation and prayer found in
the Spiritual Exercises, they
needed to meet with their
director two times a day instead of the usual one.
Hill said that the
most important part of the
retreat was the silent prayer
and meditation, which allowed the men to experience
a small part of the Spiritual
Exercises. These forms of
prayer, “allowed the men
to have direct contact with
God, which means the Holy
Spirit is working directly on
the soul of the person,” said
Hill.
Hill served as a director and became familiar
with many of the retreatants,
helping guide them and offering advice. Before the
retreat, Hill served as a recruiter and tried to bring in
men from all across the area.
In addition to Hill attending, a senior also attended the retreat along with
SLUH alumni.
Overall, Hill feels that
the retreat received a lot
of positive feedback, and
proved helpful for the retreatants. Hill plans to keep
up this tradition, and invite
people to the retreat next
year.
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and are talented in arts
and cooking. We say ‘good
night’ and hug each other
every night. Joey is very
nice too—he shows me all
the videos about mountain
biking and skateboarding,
and I teach him a little bit
Chinese. Mr. Fallon is in
Australia now, but we will
meet soon.
School began on January 3rd. I felt excited but
nervous as well. SLUH
looks very different from
my school in Nanjing and
since I am one of the only
two girls here this semester,
my nervousness grew even
stronger. But surprisingly,
everything worked well and
smoothly for the first week.
The teachers are enthusiastic and are always willing to
help; and most of the boys
here are nice—they greeted
me warmly and some even
started conversations with
me. All those helped me relax and calm down.
The boys in Concert
Chorus class are the nicest and they sing very well.
Mrs. Akin has the most
beautiful voice I’ve ever
heard and she has been
teaching us a lot of new
songs.

I was always lost. I was also
confused about all the new
courses and my complex
homework system. I even
suffered a little bit while
listening in classes but I
tried my best to follow the
teachers. Theology is especially hard because it is a
completely new course to
me, and I got scared when
taking my first Theology
quiz. But thankfully, everything is getting better and
easier every day. Now I’m
improving a lot in my quizzes and I also tried to raise
my hand in classes and answer questions. After all,
it is really nice to study at
SLUH.
This weekend is a super long one—we have four
days off. I am now in Jefferson City with my host
family and their families. I
went to the Missouri State
Capital today and I also
had a look at some fascinating little shops nearby.
Everyone is glad to meet
me and we’ve been talking
about everything since we
came here last night. It is
so nice to be here with all
these wonderful people.
I cannot wait to go back
to school next Wednesday!
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Will there be time, will there be time?

		
BY Joe Feder
Reporter
hrough the first two years
of my time at SLUH, I often
fell back on the notion that I had
a long time until I graduated.
After all, four years seems like a
long time to a freshman on the
first day of high school. In freshman and sophomore years, this
mindset kept me from getting
everything that I wanted out of
my high school experience, as
I kept on telling myself, “There
will be time for that later.” So I
stayed with the same groups of
people and stuck to daily routines.
However, as soon as the
first semester of junior year began, something felt different,
and it took me awhile to realize that that was the feeling of
being one of the older kids on
campus, of being able to choose
where to take my education, of
being an upperclassman. Going into SLUH, I had thought
that I would be counting down
the days until I was able to walk
down the middle of the hallways
with pride, as opposed to sliding
with my shoulder on the wall to
make room for the juniors and
seniors, so I was taken aback
when it snuck up on me so suddenly.
Unfortunately, I was not
able to fully enjoy this new upperclassman status because I realized that I was past the halfway
point of my high school career. I
knew that the excuses that I had
given myself for not reaching
out to new people and new experiences were holding me back
in the safety of my comfortable
life where I never took any risks,
and that life was incredibly boring.
I decided to make it a priority for the remainder of the
semester to think about where
SLUH had taken me in my first
two years, in addition to where I
still wanted to go. But this internal reflection requires peace and
quiet for introspective thought,
which the constant bombardment of activity made difficult.
Because of morning and evening
swim practices and the seemingly endless mountain of work in
junior year, sleep seemed elusive,
as late-to-bed, early-to-rise days

T

became a pattern, and commitments and exhaustion pummeled me like tidal waves. After
such a grueling routine, I was
extremely grateful for the November Junior Retreat at White
House retreat center, which provided me with the quiet that I
needed, away from the stresses
and stimulations of my daily life.
On Junior Retreat, I felt,
for the first time, a real sense of
brotherhood with the 40 other
students attending. Through
shared meals, shared recreation,
shared conversation, and perhaps the shared stress of a hectic
semester, I could sense growing
bonds with my classmates.
I had finally found time
for my self-reflection, and in it, I
found a different way of looking
at the four years of high school.
I started looking at high school
as a symphony, where freshman and sophomore years are
the rehearsals, and junior and
senior years are the performances. During the first two years,
school is like practice, learning
skills that will help in the future,
and if needed, the teachers can
slow down and catch any stragglers before continuing on in
the piece. Junior year begins
the symphony itself, now with
colleges in the audience, first
semester takes off full tempo,
never really able to stop. Each
day is a measure; each semester
a movement.
First semester was allegro,
filled with academic and athletic triumphs and coupled with
shortcomings. I learned how
to laugh and to cry at the state
swim meet when the team came
within three seconds of a state title. I spent hours staring at computer screens, tearing my hair
out as I tried to answer physics
multiple choice on Webassign,
and pounding on the keyboard
trying to crank out a research
paper on the Dust Bowl.
Each activity came and
went with hardly any time to
process, but the work, the chaos,
the sadness, or the happiness
was incomparable to the growing sense of community that
grew in the junior class throughout the year. Every day in my
homeroom, M210, somebody
had a question. In past years,

those questions would remain
unsaid as me and my classmates
would stubbornly try to work
through the problems alone,
but this past year, hardly a day
passed without a conversation
about trig, or a discussion about
some concept in Physics.
Through the semester I was
noticing that with every note I
played, every day that passed, I
was pushing myself toward the
bittersweet finale of graduation
far faster than I was comfortable with. It has been hard to
confront the thought that in a
little more that a year, I will have
to leave SLUH and move on to
college. I find myself thinking,
“What if I’m not ready?” and “I
don’t think I want move on.” But
I know that each day, my teachers are unceasingly committed
to guiding me as co-conductors
through this bittersweet symphony, and when the day comes,
I will be able to thrive wherever
I end up because of their guidance.
During winter break, with
the second movement rapidly
approaching, I prepared for what
was inevitably going to be just as
fast paced as first semester filled
with even more history notes
and English essays (although I
still hope that it will be slightly
more legato). I thought about
the whole of my time at SLUH,
when the members of Class of
2019 were mostly strangers to
me, and I thought about how far
we have come from this group
of strangers to a tight-knit group
of friends, and I thought about
how far we still have to go to
form a true brotherhood before
we move on.
As we march on, well past
halfway through our SLUH careers, I offer a New Year’s Resolution to the Class of 2019. We
cannot let the short remainder
of our time at this school pass us
by. We need to allow ourselves
to be transformed into what we
came here to become: Loving,
Religious, Intellectually Competent Men for Others who are
Committed to Doing Justice and
who are Open to Growth. And
we need to build up a brotherhood that will last a lifetime.
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he Volume 82 Prep News opinion section serves the purpose of being the vehicle of the
personal opinions of students, faculty, or others. All topics discussed in the section will
be related to St. Louis University High School.
Nothing published either as an editorial or as a letter to an editor should be considered
the opinion of the school, the administration, or anyone other than its author or authors.
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You’ll never know if you don’t try it
BY Justin Koesterer
STAFF			

I

can’t remember how
many times I’ve sat down
to the dinner table with a
disgusted look at what was
on the table, being horribly
obnoxious about the subpar food which (I thought)
waited for my impatient
stomach. “How do you know
it’s not good when you’ve
never even tried it before?”
my mom would ask, almost
mocking me.
In my first two years at
SLUH, I wrote one article for
the Prep News: A sixteenth
of a page on the Chinese
Lion Dance last year. Writing just didn’t really seem
that interesting to me, but
at the same time I had never
tried it. The prospect of doing extra work after school
repelled the idea from my
mind. Aren’t the demands
of this school great enough
already?
But I figured I’d give it
a shot. After school one Friday, I asked for an article.
My article was about the
Outdoor Adventure Club’s
hiking trip to Colorado. The
editors told me to interview
a couple of people, and turn
in the article by the next
Thursday morning. I walked
out, went home, and started
typing ... and then figured
out that an interview would
probably be useful. The following week, I completed
my article by Thursday
morning, and passed it on

to the editors.
After cross country
the following afternoon, I
was wandering through the
hallways. Somehow I found
myself heading up the steps
into the second floor of the
J-Wing. I heard voices, and
a lot of them. Walking by
the Prep News and the art
room, I peeked my head in
and 10 heads turned back
at me, some familiar, others
not. Mr. Missey was on the
nearest couch, editing the
articles. “What are y’all doing?” I stupidly asked. The
reply: “What do you think
we’re doing?” Good question.
I knew the paper came
out every Friday, but it
had never occured to me
how many people and how
many hours it takes to actually make a paper. My mom
wasn’t at school yet to pick
me up, so I laid my backpack
down and settled on one of
the couches. “We could really use your help actually;
we don’t have enough people doing changes,” I heard
someone say. I sat down,
learned how to do changes,
and then left.
That next Thursday,
I thought about going up
there again. It was pretty
cool staying up there with
15 other guys, just making
a paper. Again I dropped
by and did changes. Nothing much, but whatever I
could do. I started staying
later and later each week:

6:00, 7:30, 9, and then one
week, Paul Gillam asked me:
“You’ve never really stayed
the whole time yet, have
you?” Admittedly, I hadn’t.
He enticed me to stay until
the whole paper was done,
after two sets of student edits to each article, two Mr.
Missey edits to each article,
two sets of changes, final
layout, and our out song.
The atmosphere in the
Prep News room is incredible. As the champions of the
SLUH campus on Thursday
nights. the Prep News guys
stay later than anyone else
in the building. Just two
rooms, with music favorites,
people doing homework,
and guys just chilling out. In
the art room, the Blues game
or Thursday night football
is on when we aren’t working. We buy dinner every
week from different places,
like Sauce on the Side, Panda Express, Pickleman’s, and
Seamus McDaniels.
So how do you know it’s
not fun when you’ve never
tried it before? The Prep
News would love to have
freshmen, sophomores, and
juniors come by and stay
after school on Thursdays.
If you drive and don’t want
to go home to your yelling
siblings or the commotion
at your house, stay a while
with us. Countless SLUH
grads have. And as my mom
(and probably yours too)
always said, “You’ll be glad
you tried it.”

Prep News 82 Platform

A

s the student-run newspaper of St. Louis University High School, the Prep News
is a weekly publication that strives to inform the SLUH community about events
and people, with its focus on those pertaining to the school, primarily through the
written word.
The Prep News is neither the voice of the administration nor the students. Rather,
the newspaper serves to gather and distribute information for the entire school. The
Prep News editors and staff members make every effort to be objective in their news
coverage and editing.
The members of the editorial staff are co-workers and share equally the duties of
writing, copy-editing, layout, and staff management. All of the editors share responsibility and leadership of the paper. The editors are supported by a core staff of regular
reporters as well as artists and photographers.
It is the role of the editors to seek out and facilitate the reporting of all significant
news at SLUH. While any faculty member or student is welcome to submit suggestions to the editors for potential articles, the Prep News is never obligated to publish
any article idea.
Our primary emphasis as editors of the Prep News is upon clear and accurate writing and careful editing. We also attempt to include visual expression—photography,
drawing, technical aids, etc.—in every issue and on our web site. Despite our desire to
make the paper visually appealing, we commit ourselves not to allow form to supersede substance.
The editorial staff will use social media to communicate with the paper’s readership and to update students about SLUH events and highlight the paper’s content. The
editors will not allow their goal of speed and accessibility online to weaken their commitment to accuracy and depth.
The Prep News strongly encourages underclassman involvement, and our office
on the second floor of the Jesuit Wing, room J220, is always open for involvement,
criticism, praise, or suggestions. Contributed student opinions are also welcome under the Prep News Editorial Policy. Without student reaction and feedback, the Prep
News could not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will correct any significant error in the following issue and on our web site as soon as possible.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole responsibility for the text of news and sports
articles, features, and editorials. We ask faculty or students who take issue with the
manner in which the news was reported or find an error to bring it to the attention of
the editors, not the individual reporters.
This is the platform of the editors of Volume 81 of the Prep News.
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Martel’s HOF induction caps 25 year SLUH soccer career
(continued from page 1)

hurst (Kansas City) in which
we outshot them 17-1 and lost
1-0. There was also a game
where our star player missed a
penalty and we ended up losing 1-0. There isn’t a shortage
of memories when it comes to
Coach Martel,” Wehner said.
“I’ve been blessed with
some great players and two
great assistant coaches, Terry
Murray and Charlie Clark.
I think my favorite moment
was the 2003 state final, when
we won state, because the year
before, after we had lost to
Rockhurst in the semifinals,
all of the returning players
vowed to me that they would
win the state title the next
year. They worked really hard,
and when that happened, it
was really gratifying,” said
Martel.
There are many aspects
of a coach that can define him
as a coach, a person, and a
teacher. Many of the players
and members of the SLUH
athletic department appreci-

ated the way Martel held himself. Current SLU student and
SLUH grad Matthew Lesko,
’16, remembered his style.
“Along with his great
understanding of the game,
(Coach) Martel displayed
pure class as a coach no matter if we won or lost. Players
and fellow coaches gave him
respect knowing they’d always receive it in return,” said
Lesko.
For Martel, the Hall of
Fame means a lot to him.
“Well, it’s a milestone of
sorts. I’m very gratified because I was nominated by
Terry Michler, the head soccer coach at CBC. That means
everything to me. He has over
900 wins in his career. Terry
and I have battled so many
games in the past, and it was
very gratifying when I found
out that he did that. Just being in the Hall with the list
of coaches who are there, I’m
very pleased,” said Martel.
Here are some of the Hall of Fame career. His reoverall stats from Martel’s cord was 514-161-63, according to Muskopf, through 25
seasons. He’s won one state
title, in 2003, as a coach, and
one in 1973 as a player. Taking the team to the state
championship six times, he’s
also taken third place three
times. Putting those last three
stats in context together, he’s
made the top three in the state
eight of his 25 seasons. He has
coached the Jr. Bills to 20-win
seasons for 17 out of his 25
photo | Mr. Matt Sciuto
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seasons, and finished every
season besides his first (1212-3) with a winning record.
After the state title victory
in 2003, he was named the
National High School Soccer Coach of the Year, and in
2000 won the Jimmy Dunn
High School Coaching Award
winner.
“In his first year coaching, he had already become
the second most winning
SLUH soccer coach, only behind legendary soccer coach

Prep News Crossword

Ebbie Dunn, a coach who also
had the type of success Martel had. It was just as surprising that the next coach after
Dunn was able to continue
the never-graduating tradition of winning,” said Wehner.
When talking about
Martel’s success in the soccer
program, both Wehner and
Muskopf drew a line connecting his success and the
success of the SLUH soccer
program with the SLUH football program and its success.

Across

Both the football and the soccer programs have had two
coaches each coaching for
over a combined 50 years in
each program. Both have had
unparalleled success, in terms
of the SLUH community and
versus other schools’ records.
What is equally important, maybe even more important than Martel’s Hall of
Fame induction, is the legacy
that he leaves on the soccer
field.
“Aside from the many
achievements on the field,
Coach Martel gave everybody valuable life lessons and
priceless memories we’ll cherish for the rest of our lives.
He brought an incredible
competitive spirit and inspiration to the team. Because
he understood how great of
an honor it was to put on a
SLUH jersey, it was easy for
this team to buy into the winning tradition and get fired up
to practice and play each day,”
said Lesko.
Although Martel is stepping aside from the field and
into the Hall of Fame, he had
one request for the future of
the SLUH soccer program:
“I hope that (SLUH) will
always be a team that nobody
wants to play. That’s the way I
always looked at it. I hope that
they will be a team that will
always take the team concepts
seriously, and also take the
fitness side seriously as well,”
said Martel.

2. A moving truck company
3. To be complete
4. The body part above your
nose
5. A daughter’s sibling
6. A type of flatbread common to the Middle East
7. The seventeenth state in the
Union
8. The religious radio station
in York, South Carolina
9. The second person singular
present form of be
10. The shortened form of Vietnam
18. One of the four suits in a
deck of cards
20. One of the four gospel
writers
22. The part of a plant that
holds it up
23. Activity period
25. Small to Medium Enterprise
26. The line toward which a
curve heads but never touches
28. To be forcefully removed
29. To do a job
30. Orange County
32. An old English word
meaning no
33. To go within something
34. A word used for directing
someone toward something
37. 34 Down
40. What you use to measure by
42. Not messy
43. Vampires wear these
44. The Great Lake bordered
by Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York
45. The first appearance of
daylight
46. Occupational Therapy Association of Oregon
47. The iPhone operating system
48. To glide down a mountain
Down
on long skates
crossword | Kevin Dunne
1. A German breed of small 50. Prefix that implies the opdog
posite of its word
1. Surfer bro
7. Frosty the
11. Pirates say this
12. The Hawaiian Island on
which Honolulu sits
13. The Egyptian sun god
14. Popular fried chicken restaurant
15. Jesus had these in his
hands
16. Slang for them
17. Another word for shades
of a color
19. Another word for status
quo
21. The internet domain code
for Sierra Leone
22. A place you go to relax
24. David’s great-great-grandson
27. Parasites living in somebody’s stomach (plural)
31. Not divided
35. A professional horse rider
36. One billionth of a meter
38. Don’t you think?
39. A suffix that forms the diminutive form of a noun
40. Not down
41. Upon a time
45. When someone doesn’t
want you to do something,
they say this
47. The third person singular
present form of be
49. To make money
51. Another form of a fraction
52. A word of agreement
53. Spanish for celery
54. Unit of measurement for
power
55. You can get a driver’s license
56. The body part between
your eyes and your mouth
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Project at Miriam: seniors
mentor young students
BY Nathan P. Wild
FEATURES EDITOR

II

M

iriam
School
and
Learning Center is an
educational institution that
serves children with learning disabilities. According to
their website, their mission is
to “encourage children with
complex learning disabilities
to recognize and successfully
meet their potential.”
Combined with the education, students also learn
through specialized occupational,
speech-language
and sensory-motor therapies
throughout the day.
Seniors Joe Weber, John
Appelbaum, Ryan Hensley,
Henry Matus, Pietro Nicastro, Peter O’Malley, Declan
Tajkowski, Zachary Verzino,

and Joseph Winklemann have
chosen to serve the Miriam
community during January.
“I chose the Miriam
School because it was a relatively close location to my
house,” said Weber. “Also, I
wanted to work with children
with disabilities because I’ve
only had a little experience
with them, as I have helped
with the Lifebridge Winter
Camp.”
The time commitment
is similar to a regular school
day of SLUH, beginning at
8:30 and ending at 3:00, but
it involves a different kind of
learning.
“At my site, I stay with
one sixth grade class all day,
assist in teaching them various subjects, help them focus

on their work, and play games
with them during breaks and
recess. While my work at the
Miriam School is tiring and
challenging, it is also very fun
and beneficial,” said Weber.
“So far, I have created numerous good relationships with
the students and faculty, and
I am very excited to see and
help them every day.”
As he wraps up his first
full week, Weber is grateful for
the time he has already spent
in service as he finds inspiration in those he teaches and
also those who help him to be
a better teacher.
“I like how dedicated and
caring the teachers are toward
the students even though they
cause so many disruptions
eachday,” said Weber.

Seniors working with seniors:
nine go to Bethesda
BY Nathan P. Wild
FEATURES EDITOR

N

II

ine seniors are working
this month at Bethesda
Dilworth, a nursing home
located in Kirkwood that
specializes in memory care.
Many of the residents suffer
from memory afflicting diseases that requires constant
direction from the staff and
the seniors currently serving.
Seniors Kevin Murati,
Rodolfo Gozmez, Chase Kormanek, Scott Janasik, Charlie
Scheibelhut, Griffin Lester,
John Dickey, Cooper Nichols,
and Brendan Staed are helping by wheeling around the
elderly and participating in
their programs like exercising
and sculpting.

For Murati, the day starts
with transporting the elderly
to and from the saloon followed by helping at the rehab
center. After lunch at 12:30,
Murati plays games like cards
and hangman with the residents.
Aside from helping with
physical exercises, the seniors also help with sensory
and memory games. Many
of the residents suffer from
Alzheimer’s or dementia and
have joined the Bethesda
community for its memory
care team.
Murati and his fellow seniors spend much of the day
in conversation, developing
relationships with the residents.

“I really like it because
all of the elderly are so nice
and want to talk, and even the
people in their hundreds are
some of the funniest and most
alert people I’ve ever met,”
said Murati.
One of the goals of Senior Project is to enlighten a
student by having him serve
at a place or with people he
has had little experience with
in the past. Murati, like many
others, chose to leave his comfort zone for his project.
“I chose it because I’ve
worked a lot with kids in the
past, and I thought it would
be interesting to go with an
entirely different group of
people,” said Murati.
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Seniors watch performances at
Alntenheim
BY JonMarc Hicks and
Nathan P. Wild II

REPORTER, FEATURES EDITOR

A

ltenheim Senior Living
Home in St. Louis is a
home devoted to caring for
those who can no longer care
for themselves. The site has
been running for over a century after being envisioned by
six women and funded by the
community. Originally located in the Chouteau mansion
on the bluffs of the Mississippi
River, it was later renovated to
include modern care in 1972.
Seniors Sam Pottinger,
Teddy Gerard, Thomas Curdt,
Will Lake, and Matt Hohl are
all working at the home. They
eat lunch with the residents,
play games like bingo with
them, and keep them company. The seniors, some of them
being a part of the jazz band,
also put on concerts for the
home.
“As bad as the performances are that we give, I
know that it brings a lot of joy
to the residents,” said Thomas
Curdt. “The seniors’ jobs can
range from fetching ice cream
to pushing their wheelchairs.
It is the seniors’ role to make

the residents lives easier and
to provide social care for the
residents.”
The seniors help lead activities, wheelchair the residents around, and fetch them
snacks.
“You sit down with them
and they love having someone
to talk to, especially someone
younger to talk to,” commented Gerard.
“There are plenty of
people who have a lot of hope
there too, who kind of lift the
spirits of everyone in general,”
Curdt said. “We all have a lot
of fun, and there is always
something to do for them and
each other.”
Although it is a very fun
setting at the home, it can be
hard and frustrating for some
residents. Pottinger explains
that everyone there lives in
the same house, but they act
like next door neighbors;
they might not be very well
acquainted with the neighbor living five houses down.
While the residents do play
bingo and watch the seniors
perform it can be difficult to
interact socially when some
residents might have speaking

problems or hearing issues.
Working in the home
can be emotionally difficult,
having to deal with untimely
deaths and melancholy.
“A lot of the elders are
very depressed, very sad.
They’re the ones who are the
oldest of their families and
kind of are alone,” said Curdt.
“We all love our work
but it has some really sad moments. We actually just lost a
resident last night, and somebody fell today. There are moments of heavy instances, but
the fun and liveliness in the
people makes it hard not to be
happy” said Pottinger.
The service is also helping to grow connection between the five classmates.
“Will, Thomas, and I all
went to grade school together
and I know Teddy from band.
None of us really know Matt,
but it’s great to know him because he’s an amazing guy. I’m
kind of sad I haven’t talked to
him until now, but working
with all my friends has been
great,” said Pottinger.

Prep News Volume 36 Vault
47 years ago, the hallmark of senior year and a Jesuit education, Senior Project, began. The administration was looking for success on a
personal level, hoping that all students would benefit from the time
outside of the classroom. It was a make or break situation, requiring
positive feedback or face being dropped during the next academic
year. Read more to find out how Senior Project survived the first year
and still exists nearly half a century later. —compiled

by Nathan Wild
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Matus hopes to go home on Sunday after successful surgery and hopeful diagnosis
(continued from page 1)

son Eyecare to get my prescription for my glasses changed, but
no it took my breath away and
it took a while for it to sink in,”
said Matus.
The medical staff decided
to act swiftly and operated to
remove the tumor this past
Monday, less than a week after
originally finding it.
Because of the tumor’s
location, surgeons were able
to remove the tumor by going through Matus’s nose, with
tiny cameras guiding the tubes,
instead of going through the
skull.
Matus remained in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) for two
days, recovering from the surgery, before returning to a regular hospital unit on Thursday.
“I was very drugged up,
and so I was not really with it all
that much those two days,” said
Matus, chuckling. “But now I’m
back on the regular floor just
kind of recovering.”
The surgery was deemed a
success. An MRI after the surgery showed Matus to be clear
of any tumors.
As of Thursday afternoon,
doctors were leaning on diagnosing the tumor as a stage 1
glioma. According to Mattus,
stage one is slow growing, and
the least threatening type of
tumor. After surgery, doctors
examined the tumor with a biopsy, and were set to officially
determine the type of tumor
in a conference on Thursday
night.

As the news of Matus’s
diagnosis spread, many were
startled and shocked, according
to senior Alex Sembrot. When
Matus started texting and snapchatting his friends about his
condition, some could hardly
believe it.
“At first I think people
were like, wait, is this really
happening?” said Sembrot.
Word passed along to the
rest of the senior class through
group chats and social media.
Matus’s mother, Mary Matus, notified president David
Laughlin and then the parents
of the senior class via email.
After the initial shock, the
SLUH community responded
with hospital visits and prayers
in support of his healing.
Last Thursday, Laughlin
and Fr. Marco, formally known
as Michael Marchlewski, S.J.,
greeted Henry at the hospital.
Besides visiting, Fr. Marco administered the sacraments of
Reconciliation and Anointing
of the Sick.
A drove of fellow classmates met Matus over last
weekend. A line quickly
formed in the lobby, according
to senior Will Perryman.
“When I first went in
there, there were two other
people. And then a couple of
minutes later, four more people
walked in. And then when I
left, I went down to the lobby
and there was like 15 SLUH
guys in the lobby, so that was
really cool to see. There were so

many people there, they had to
take turns to visit him because
there was technically a four
person maximum,” said Perryman.
Matus, known for his
positive and fun loving attitude,
has remained joyful, according
to those who visited him.
“Every time anybody’s talking about him, I
think what’s coming across
to people is his smile and his
positivity and the great energy

Meg Beugg.
Senior Michael Esson was
amazed by Matus’s high spirits.
“When we talked to him,
I didn’t really know what to expect, but his spirits were very
very high. He was in like an incredible mood. He was talking
about how great things were
looking and he was making
jokes about it already, like ‘Oh,
I’m just gonna make my brain
fix this,” said Esson.
Before each of the

ily, in Matus’s room. With so
many notes, they had to buy
a second whiteboard, which
filled with writing by the end of
the weekend.
“I swear I had so many
guys come and visit me it was
absolutely amazing, and I
mean, yeah it took my breath
away how much support came
out,” said Matus.
Many people, both at
SLUH and in his parish, Christ
the King, have been praying for
Matus since the diagnosis.
At SLUH, the daily masses
have been dedicated to Matus
as well as many of the masses
going on during the Kairos,
Manresa, and junior retreats.
Seniors on the Manresa retreat
dedicated several prayer sessions to Matus, focussing on
his healing, according to campus minister Meg Beugg, who
helped lead the retreat.
A prayer was also said
over the intercom before the
end of school last Friday, which
marked the first time the rest of
the grades heard about Matus’s
illness.
A rosary was said for Matus at Christ the King church
during his surgery this past
Monday at 11:00 am. The parishioners were joined by some
SLUH students and science
teacher Tim O’Keefe. Other
photo | Luke Wilmes
students who couldn’t make it
to Christ the King were invited
he brings, and we’re looking seniors left, they wrote small to pray the rosary on their own
forward to having that back notes of encouragement on a during that time.
again,” said Campus Minister whiteboard, brought in by fam“I know Henry from ge-

netics this past semester and for
his small group for freshman
retreat, I did the faculty talk. So
he’s a great kid so I just wanted
to support him and pray for
him and I did the rosary and
I did the prayers and stuff like
that with people,” said O’Keefe.
The Martha program of
the Mother’s Club has also been
in touch with the Matus family,
offering various types of assistance.
Although Matus does not
know when he will be released
from the hospital, he thinks he
could be out by Sunday.
“We’re a close knit community, we support each other
and now it’s somebody who’s
here. But it’s not new to SLU
High, I think there are so many
people here whose inclination
is to respond in support and
in faith, and that’s what we can
do,” said Laughlin, who has
been in close contact with the
Matus family. He later added,
“St. Luke is the patron saint of
physicians and surgeons and
people who care for people, so
let’s storm the heavens of St.
Luke and say intercede for our
friend Henry, and let’s go to
Mary and ask her to intercede
to be with Henry’s mom as she’s
caring for him and let’s ask God
to do what he can to take care of
his health.”

NHS teacher karaoke: Linhares claims title of karaoke king of SLUH
BY Liam John and Chris
Staley
STAFF, REPORTER		

R

eunions, solos, and rock
stars blew the roof off
of the Si Commons on Dec.
15 with $2,599.26 raised for
the Children’s Miracle Network. In the end, Assistant
Principal for Mission Jim
Linhares was voted the winner of the event.
Teacher karaoke is an
annual event put on by NHS
in order to raise money for
the Children’s Miracle Network foundation. The idea
came from Zac Brock, ’17,
as a way to raise money for
the foundation that helped
him through his cancer
treatment.
On day of karaoke, stu-

dents are allowed to dress
down if they donate money,
and the students have another chance to donate at
the karaoke to vote for the
singers. During each song,
the students in the audience
vote for their favorite performance by giving money
to the NHS members walking around.
The event is held
around Christmas time
every year during activity period. Students of all
grades come to watch funny
performances that several
of the teachers and faculty
work hard on. This year,
the performances were put
on by Latin scholars Jennifer Ice and Rich Esswein
singing “The Gambler”;

Linhares in a New York state of mind.

math teacher Daniel Becvar
and chorus director Addie
Akin singing “Livin’ on a
Prayer”; assistant principal
for missions Jim Linhares
performing his take on
“New York State of Mind”;
math teachers Tracy Lyons
and Dan Schuler with songs
from “Moana”; and finally,
English teacher Adam Cruz
and former SLUH theology
teacher Danielle Harrison
singing “Total Eclipse of the
Heart.”
During each song, the
students in the audience
vote for their favorite performance by giving money
to the NHS members walking around.
Ice and Esswein decided on Kenny Rogers for
their performance.
“I gave Mr. Esswein a
list of about 5 or 6 songs,
so I knew that he would
only do it if he had the right
song. He’s such a diva.” said
Ice. “I gave him the list of
songs that I feel fit his personality, and then he chose
‘The Gambler.’”
Towards the end of
the show, Cruz came up on
stage alone for the first time
in four years without Harrison and expressed his sorrow to the crowd. He began
to sing “Total Eclipse of the
Heart,” and then Harrison
chimed in, to cheers that
filled the Commons.
“When
I
announced last year that I
would be leaving SLUH, I
told Mr. Cruz that I would
photo | John Hilker come back for teacher karaoke as a joke,” said Har-

Faculty and staff at Christmas karaoke.

rison. “He followed up with
me in November to make
sure I was still interested. I
thought it would be a great
surprise, and a nice visit
back at SLUH.”
Harrison
was
shocked by the reaction that
she got when she sang that
first “Turn Around.”
She continued, “I
knew that people would be
happy to see me; I did not
know there would be such
a roar. It really made my
day—it was very emotional
for me to be back with ‘my
boys.’”
Becvar partnered with
Akin for a rock n roll duo
singing of “Livin’ on a
Prayer.”
“Our act had a manager: Mrs. Whittaker; the Bon
Jovi manager. She inspired
us to take the plunge,” said
Becvar. “We wanted to try
to find something for a
male and female voice. It
was challenging but as long
as Ms. Akin was able to hit

some of those high notes, I
was willing to do it.”
The two came on stage
with matching outfits and
wigs that matched the genre
and time period.
“It’s always a little
nerve-wracking going on
stage no matter what situation it is, but we got some
costumes and some crazy
wigs so that helped,” Becvar
said.
In the end, after all the
money was counted, Linhares was named the winning act. He performed “U
High State of Mind”, a cover
version of Billy Joel’s “New
York State of Mind.”
“I’m a Billy Joel fan
and the last time I did karaoke was in a bar a couple
years ago when I sang “New
York State of Mind” and really loved the song,” said
Linhares. “Then, it just occurred to me ‘well it’s “New
York State of Mind,” let’s
make a change.’ So I spent a
few minutes on my comput-

photo | John Hilker

er rewriting the lyrics and
thought that would be fun.”
Although
Linhares
sang by himself, he was accompanied by band teacher
Jeff Pottinger playing the
trumpet.
Linhares
said,
“I
thought, ‘There’s an opportunity for a solo there, I
gotta get Mr. Pottinger,’ and
that’d be a blast, and I think
he’d do it. So I called him up
on the phone at home the
night before.”
With a partner for the
performance, Linhares and
Pottinger had a great deal of
people on their feets with a
song describing the SLUH
state of mind.
“I hadn’t sung at St.
Louis U. High and I really
love music and love singing
and you have people that
enjoy it and it’s pretty cool
when that happens, so yeah
it was fun,” said Linhares.
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Math Department discuss future of
curriculum on day away from school
BY Handley Hicks and
Max Mantych
STAFF, REPORTER

T

he Math Department of
St. Louis U High met off
campus two Fridays ago, on
Jan. 5, to discuss and define its
curriculum in anticipation of
an upcoming curriculum review process.
An important step in
moving towards a curriculum review is to define exactly
what curriculum is and if it
does its job in an effective way.
“It’s one of those words
that just gets thrown out there
and everybody’s like ‘yeah we
gotta have a good curriculum,’
but in reality we gotta know
what we’re actually talking
about,” said Algebra and PreCalculus teacher Tom Flanagan.
The teachers were able
to step back and think about
what exactly they teach, and
more importantly, why. The

math teachers explored the
vertical alignment of their
classes—how to unify the
math classes at SLUH by
building off of previous courses efficiently. For example, a
junior Algebra 2 teacher at St.
Louis U High will know exactly what his or her students
should already know, before
he has ever stepped foot in the
classroom, based on the information covered in algebra
freshman year.
“A good thing about having all of us there in the same
room, is that we’re all teaching
different (subjects), and we
got a chance to look at when
is it that we’re teaching some
of these things and are we
overlapping our instruction
and what’s good about that,
what’s bad about that, what
should we do about looking at
the same thing over and over
again. And so being able to
know if a senior should know

this one thing based on freshman year is very important
and helpful,” said Flanagan.
Often times teachers of
the same subject have chances
during the week to discuss
immediate issues like ‘where
are you in chapter 5?’ or ‘when
will you have the chapter 5
test?’ But this meeting enabled the teachers to sit down
and discuss big picture issues
regarding the entire department.
The meeting took place
in Jesuit Hall on the campus
of St. Louis University.
The Math Department
saw the discussion based day
as very beneficial, as they were
able to narrow down individual goals for the school’s
various math courses and how
to piece them together into a
bigger picture.
“I loved hearing about
my colleagues’ thoughts on
what we teach and how pas-

sionate they are about their
subjects,” said Math Department chair Julie Moeser. “It
was great to hear from our
colleagues why what we do
is so great, and it’s definitely
something that I would want
to again next year.”
“In a way it was very
much that Jesuit reflective
process of why do we do the
things that we do,” said Algebra and Geometry teacher
Craig Hinders.
While the Math Department was away, the college
counselors took the opportunity to present to various
junior math classes about the
college search experience, a
frightening but exciting journey. The counselors explained
how to use the internet to find
colleges that would be a good
fit and how to gather information about a specific college.

Prep News Vault: Volume 15

Bob Jackson ’52, Co-Editor of PN 15, recently
passed away. During his life, he continued his
journalism passion as he worked for the LA
Times. He also won a Pulitzer Prize for his reporting during the 1960 LA riots.

Eucharistic adoration
Goal: 200 hours
Completed: 71.5 hours
Amount left: 128.5 hours
In honor of the bicentennial school
year, St. Louis U. High continues to
near its goal of 200 hours of prayer
in Eucharistic adoration. Students
are invited to participate Fridays
after school, and Mondays during
Activity Period.
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Science curriculum
changes

7

BY Matthew Mayes,
Carter Fortman

second semester, and it was
hard to cover all the material
REPORTERS			
with all the seniors gone (on
Senior Project),” said scihe Saint Louis U. High ence teacher Tim O’Keefe.
Science
Department “So this way now we can
has decided to make some cover the topics more in
curriculum changes. Start- depth. Another thing is that
ing this school year, an ad- it’s also possible for students
ditional semester anatomy to take a class both semesclass was offered to seniors, ters to get a dual credit for
as well as an additional se- an AP class.”
mester genetics classes.
O’Keefe teaches all ge“[The Anatomy and netics and anatomy classes.
Genetics courses] offer
Science
Department
some possibility for college chair Mary Russo credcredit and more flexibility ited the new changes to the
now that students can take need for more availability
genetics either semester and of classes and AP credits,
anatomy either semester,” as well as the explosion of
said Assistant Principal for the Medical Careers Club
Academics Tom Becvar.
and classes offered at other
Originally it was only schools.
possible to take genetics in
The changes are expectthe fall and anatomy in the ed to have a positive effect
spring. Now, an Anatomy on the school and improve
I class is offered in the fall the AP science classes for
and an Anatomy II class seniors.
is offered in the spring. It
“In the previous model,
is not required to take the guys who were interested in
Anatomy I class in order to anatomy were kind of shorttake the Anatomy II class in changed, and after looking
the spring. Genetics is still at other schools and what
only offered during the fall, we could get through, we
but there are two periods of felt that we could do better,”
the class.
said Russo.
“Before, Anatomy was
just one semester in the

T
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Father/Son banquet
Date: January 28
Featured speaker: His
Eminence Cardinal
Timothy Dolan
Schedule: Mass starts
at 5:00pm followed by
dinner at 6:20.
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Chess dominates the boards,
continues
season 3-1
Paul Gillam
CORE STAFF

S

t. Louis U. High chess
has begun a win streak.
Not just a win streak, but a
dominance streak. SLUH
Chess beat Crossroads Prepatory School 26-4 on Jan.
10, for its second match win
in a row, pushing the Bills to
a 3-1 record.
Making his board one
debut, junior John Marx
bagged his fourth consecutive win, giving him a perfect
record on the season. In addition to Marx’s win, SLUH
won boards two, three, four,
and six.
Sophomore
Thomas
Reilly played board two,
junior Paul Gillam played
board three, and sophomore
Garrett Seal played board
four. Sophomore Branden
May played JV on board six.
The only SLUH loss of the
day came from sophomore
Kevin Stein, who played
board five.
Board one is worth 8
points, board two is worth
seven points, board three
is worth six points, board
four is worth five points,
and board five is worth four
points. Unfortunately, any
board past board five has no
point total, so May’s win did
not contribute to the overall
point total.
Marx,
playing
white, started his game
off aggressively, using his
knights to attack his opponent and jumping on an early bishop trade. After Marx’s
opponent took his bishop
with a queen, Marx threatened the Crossroads player’s
queen and pushed it into a
small, crowded area where
it could not easily escape
and he trapped its own black
bishop, giving Marx a significant positional advantage.
Throughout the rest of the
middle game, Marx gained
several pawns. During the
end game, he picked off his
opponent’s pieces and eventually drove his opponent to
resign.
Reilly,
playing
black, began the game slightly behind his opponent, who
had a strong attack. Reilly

castled his king and his opponent responded by pushing his pawns on that side of
the board, putting pressure
on Reilly. Reilly, however,
blocked the pawn attack and
pushed his own pawns up
the queen-side of the board
to threaten his opponent’s
king.
During the attack, Reilly
pinned (when a piece under
attack cannot move without
exposing a more powerful
piece) his opponent’s knight
to his opponent’s king and
eventually took the knight,
gaining a knight advantage.
With the knight advantage,
Reilly stacked his rooks on
an open file and was able to
bring his queen down to the
bank ranks for a checkmate
to secure the win.
Gillam,
playing
white, dispatched his opponent in just 36 minutes, the
quickest game of the day.
Playing the “London System” opening, Gillam gained
a positional advantage due
to strong pawn structure
and strategic positioning of
the minor pieces, such as
the bishop and knight. After
his opponent castled kingside, Gillam responded by
castling queen-side and focused his attack on his opponent’s castled king. Using
his pawns, Gillam eventually
wore down his opponent’s
king-side defenses and exploited a mistake when she
allowed her queen and king
to be forked (when one piece
threatens two pieces at the
same time). After Gillam
took his opponent’s queen,
she resigned.
Seal, who played black,
and his opponent started
off the game fairly evenly.
Once Seal’s opponent castled
queen-side, Seal restricted
his opponent’s movement by
pushing his pawns and stopping any pieces from being
advanced. Seal’s opponent
threatened Seal’s castled king
with pushed pawns and his
queen, but Seal countered
with a quick series of checks
and a queen trade, stopping
the attack. Seal, having several more pawns than his
opponent, traded off pieces

until he had a clear path to
promote one of his pawns.
Upon seeing that Seal would
be able to promote a pawn
into a queen, he resigned.
Stein,
playing
white, kept things very close
until the end of the game.
The beginning of the game
started off without much action, just developing the minor pieces and haggling for
position. During the middle
of the game they traded off
pieces and Stein’s opponent
won a knight. Towards the
end of the game, Stein’s opponent forced a queen trade,
giving himself a knight and
a several pawn advantage.
Stein came close to promoting his pawn, but his opponent stopped the pawn with
a clever knight move. Stein’s
opponent marched one of
his pawns down the board
to promote into a queen and
checkmate on the back rank.
May, playing black, and
his opponent started the
game with a typical opening,
bringing out the two center
pawns and their knights.
After battling for the center,
May found himself down a
knight. They traded off pieces, until each had two rooks
and a queen, in addition to
May’s opponent’s knight.
His opponent blundered
when he lost his knight during a rook trade and several
moves later, he forked his
opponent’s king and rook to
go ahead. From there, May
whittled down the game until he found an easy checkmate.
“This was one of those
matches that we kind of had
to win. This was the kind
of match that determines
whether we make postseason or not. I was cautiously
optimistic that we would
win, but I didn’t expect it
to be by the margin that we
did,” said SLUH chess coach
Rich “Chesswein” Esswein.
SLUH needs to win one
out of their next three games
to qualify for the playoffs.
The next two weeks, varsity
chess has two byes.
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Matecki expands donations to science
department, buying new microscopes
BY Handley Hicks and
Miguel Cadiz
STAFF, REPORTER		

K

athleen Matecki is one
of St. Louis U High’s
benefactors who has recently met a need in the SLUH
community by donating 30
microscopes to the science
department.
The Science Department expressed need for new
microscopes for classrooms.
The old mircroscopes were
either unusuable or just old
and inconvenient to use.
Matecki heard that the science department was in
need, or more specifically,
the students of St. Louis U
High, and swiftly donated
to meet the need.
“We were in Mr. Laughlin’s office and surprised
(Science Department chair
Marry Russo) by phone,”
said Matecki. “Mrs. Russo
was so excited.”
From instruments for
the band to being responsible for the resurgence of
the Robotics Club, Matecki
has been crucial in SLUH’s
success for “as long as I remember,” band director Jeff
Pottinger says. He talks of
how her mother, Virginia
Moore, had loved music before passing away, and how
he originally thought that
Moore was the one responsible for the contributions.
He would find out that
Matecki had begun donating to the band program to
honor her parents’ love of
music.
“I met her at a Cashbah
thing shortly after, and she
said ‘I was Virginia Moore’s
daughter,’ and I was just
blown away with gratitude.
From that point on, she was
a benefactor, and I was an
extremely grateful recipient,” said Pottinger.
Over the last three
years, she’s donated about
$60,000 just to the Band
Program, supplying instruments and equipment and
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even funding some expenses for the band’s trip to Italy
in March. In addition to
her generosity towards the
band, she was responsible
for revamping the Robotics
Club four to five years ago.
Robotics Club moderator
Tracy Lyons said Matecki
was “looking for a place to
be generous to.”
“She found us. She kind
of helped us get started.
That first year, I mean. Her
first donation helped us get
registered for the competition, get tools, and a setup
we need to have an orga-

nized successful team.”
Besides
donating,
Matecki also immerses
herself within the SLUH
community, going to band
concerts and checking up
on the Robotics Club from
time to time.
“We’re just very grateful for her help. She was
very curious about how we
were doing. She really cared
about the team and how the
boys were doing,” Lyons
says.
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Basketball tops De Smet away; team has a
tough time getting above .500 record
BY Justin
STAFF

Koesterer

BY Liam
STAFF

S

t. Louis U. High varsity
basketball coach Erwin
Claggett’s college number
was announced to be retired
Wednesday night at the SLU
basketball game, but before
that could happen, the Jr. Billikens (7-6) had two tough
tests in the past week. They
handled one well; the other…
not so well.
The Bills were at De Smet
last Friday for a rivalry matchup with the Spartans and their
6’9’’ transfer student, Yaya
Keita.
Senior
Matt
Leritz
opened the scoring, putting
in an inbounds pass. De Smet
quickly countered with their
own, so the game was squared
up at two. A short time later,
senior captain Mikey Sanders
drilled a corner three, making
it 7-4 Jr Bills. The quarter ended with SLUH down by four,
11-7, and head coach Erwin
Claggett knew that his players
weren’t playing their offense
like they should have been.
During the huddle between the quarters, Claggett
saw that his team should have
been winning. “They’re letting
you catch it in the paint ... you
need to get it off the backboard and finish. Don’t try
to split the double team, just
swing the ball around and the
paint will clear up,” Claggett
counseled.
With this in mind, Sanders took over the second

A

Seniors Matt Leritz (20) and Billy Brooks (5) against Vianney Jan. 5.

quarter, dropping 14 of his 22
points while also dishing out
a few assists and diving for
a loose ball. Ending the half
with a bang, Sanders topped
off his exquisite second quarter by knocking down a pullup three with three seconds
left. The half ended 26-20 in
SLUH’s favor.
In the third quarter,
SLUH traded blows with the
Spartans. Neither team in
the third could score more
than two baskets in a row.
The quarter was highlighted

by a steal and a coast to coast
lay-in by senior AJ Hardin, a
sweet skyhook-esqe move by
Leritz in the paint, and a loose
ball tipped by a diving senior
Sam Ratterman onto a streaking Hardin for a layup.
At the end of the third,
however, De Smet scored
two quick baskets, causing
Claggett to call timeout. Spartan fans were in a frenzy, and
upon entering the last minute
of the third quarter, roared
over the sound of the bouncing basketball. With the noise

photo | Jonel Olar

as a cue, the De Smet players on the court started talking trash, most notably from
De Smet sophomore Michael
Skoff, who was guarding
Sanders at the time. But Sanders easily found his way past
Skoff and dished the ball out
to Leritz for a buzzer-beater
three. At the end of three, the
Bills remained on top, 41-37.
Ratterman opened the
scoring in the fourth quarter
by cutting through the lane
for an easy finish under the

continued on page 11

Jesuit Cup stays at home for hockey; six
straight wins in winter break bounceback
BY Nathan Langhauser,
Ben Dattilo
SPORTS EDITORS

I

n response to their first
loss of the season, St. Louis
U. High hockey strung together six straight wins, a
sweet gift to the hockey faithful over break. The Jr. Bills
defeated CBC and De Smet
twice each, and Chaminade
and Edwardsville. The offense scored 40 goals while
conceding just seven; senior
Joe Winkelmann leading the
way with 19 goals and senior
Kevin Einig following with
12. Junior goalie tandem
Brendan Rasch and Dylan
Bak split the work, performing well in three games each.
“We had a couple practices over the break, and they
actually were some of the best
because everyone in town,”
said senior Steven Pawlow.
“The CBC game was the first
time we have had everyone
on the roster available to play,
so it was nice to see us play
the way we did. We obviously
had some time off, but every
time we were at the rink, the
coaching staff stressed that it
was time to focus on the task
at hand.”
“This team is on a mis-

Racquetball continues to
keep pace in standings; one
place behind Parkway West

Varsity hockey at Queeney Ice Rink Jan. 5 for the Jesuit Cup
with the faithful crowd behind them.

sion,” said head coach Jack
Behan. “The players have a
mindset of excellence. Excellence doesn’t take a break.”
The Jr. Bills faced off
against De Smet for the coveted Jesuit Cup on Jan. 5. This
was the third time that the
teams have met this season,
with SLUH dominating the

previous games, 8-0 and 9-1.
With 11:45 left in the
first period, sophomore Bryan Gund unleashed a mean
shot that went top right over
the goalie, with a little help
from a screen by Pawlow,
to give SLUH the early lead.
The offense seemed to be on
its way to another explosion

John

s the State and National
Racquetball
Tournaments get closer, the Jr. Bills
have been putting in the work
by going to private lessons
and playing outside tournaments over the Christmas
and Thanksgiving breaks. All
the practice led to the varsity
1 team beating Kirkwood 6-1
on Jan. 4 and Chaminade 6-0
on Jan. 17.
Senior James Storgion
played one of the best players in Missouri, John Dowell,
Kirkwood’s No. 1 seed for the
past three years. After watching Chris Schulze, ’17, take on
Dowell for the past few years,
Storgion has had to learn how
to play against him.
Storgion has played
Dowell three times and lost
each time. Thursday wasn’t
any different as Dowell took
him down 15-0, 15-9.
Against Chris Schaeffler
from Chaminade, Storgion
played one of his best games
of his season outscoring him
15-3, 15-3.
“He controlled the game,”
said junior Matt Hayes. “He
hit an overhead pinch. He
kept it down the whole time.”
Hayes and senior Adam
Hanson both took down their
opponents from Kirkwood in
two games with Hayes only
giving up 10 points total and
Hanson six.
Against Chaminde, Hanson destroyed Matt Linson
15-1, 15-0 and Hayes beat
William Winkler 15-4, 15-2.
“It was a rough start but I
finished off good,” said Hayes.
Senior Steven Zak won
by forfeit to Nicholas West
from Kirkwood. In his match
against Chaminade’s Alec
Growe, Growe won the first
game 15-8. Zak came back in
the second game to win 15-3
thanks to great serves and
high percentage racquetball.
In the third game, Zak went
down 8-2 but came back to

win the match 11-9.
Senior Nick Patritti also
had a forfeit against Kirkwood, but went to three
games in his match against
Chaminade. He won the first,
and had 14 points in the second, but his opponent took
the final point to extend the
match to a third game, which
Patritti won 11-4 to continue
his undefeated streak.
Junior Ryan Lieser shut
down the Kirkwood No. 6
seed 15-3, 15-6. He has not
played a match against Chaminade yet. The match will be
played on Sunday.
The doubles team of
sophomores Nick Schulze
and Andrew Porterfield also
continued their undefeated
streak, improving to 5-0 after
their win against Kirkwood’s
Riley Arns and Jonathan
Plants.
This weekend everyone
in the racquetball program
will be playing in an annual
doubles tournament against
other doubles teams from
the high school racquetball
league.
The varsity team is having Hanson and Hayes play
together and Storgion and
Zak play together. The teams
are chosen based on similar
play styles and how they play
together. Hanson and Hayes
won the national doubles
tournament last year, so the
team decided to make them a
team again.
Patritti will be playing
with senior varsity 2 No. 3
seed Riley McEnery.
Porterfield and Schulze
will be playing in a separate
division for the varsity doubles teams they usually play
during the league matches.
The varsity team is still
in second place for the league
behind Parkway. However,
the team has five more meets
before state to rise back to the
top. Their next league match is
Jan. 23 against Vianney.

photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

of goals against the Spartans.
However, De Smet held their
own, keeping the Jr. Bills to
only one goal in the first period.
After unsuccessful power plays in the second period,
the Jr. Bills broke through
again, doubling the lead on

continued on page 10
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Riflery takes trip to Kansas City for International Air Junior Olympics
BY Nick Prainito
REPORTER

A

s they approach the
midway point of their
season, the St. Louis U. High
riflers are in full throttle,
working hard to accomplish
their goal of reaching the National Championship in June.
In December, the varsity and
JV squads participated in the
US Army Qualifier Match,
and the team is preparing for
bigger matches to come in
the latter half of the season.
“Most shooters are making slow but steady progress,”
said head coach Will Bresnahan. Plenty of time remains
before the initial qualification round for the National
Tournament.
“I think the team is progressing quite well,” said ju-

art | Patrick Finlay

nior Hayden Steingruby. “Everybody’s scores are going up
as we’re hoping they would.”
On Jan. 6, SLUH varsity shot at the International
Air Junior Olympics, held
in Kansas City. Two shooters performed exceptionally
well. Junior Adam Stemmler
finished in first place with a
567 out of 600, narrowly edging out Hayden Steingruby’s

559.

These Olympics are a
prestigious youth match,
which shooters must qualify
for by meeting benchmarks.
Rifle scoring is based on
three shooting positions—
standing, sitting, and prone.
With the victory, Stemmler secured a trip to the
National Junior Olympics in
Colorado Springs in March.

Before the State Championship
match,
SLUH
varsity will perform in six
matches. The State Championship match is important as
it serves as the qualifier for
the National Tournament.
“We are still six and a
half weeks away from the
qualifier, so plenty of time for
continued growth,” said Bresnahan.

Jr. Bill defense shines again; junior Brendan
Rasch records eighth shutout
(continued from page 9)

another power play. Senior Matt Hohl took a wrist
shot that senior Chip Holmes
deflected bar down with 7
minutes to go in the period.
Later in the period Hohl
was feeling a little rowdy and
got in a shoving match with a
Spartan, but the referees separated the two before it went
too far. The tension over the
Jesuit Cup was showing its
face. The second period ended with SLUH on top, 2-0.
The third period started
off with back to back penalties on sophomore Jack Hazelton and senior Louie Perotti. But the Jr. Bills defense
and Rasch were too much for
the DeSmet offense and they
continued the shutout.
A De Smet player came
in hard to the goal and
knocked over Rasch. The Jr.
Bills were given a power play
for charging, but the DeSmet
player took it a step too far
with an obscene gesture. So
the player was ejected from
the game.
SLUH failed to score
on the power play, but Hohl
ripped a shot from the blue

Varsity hockey with the Jesuit Cup at Queeney Ice Rink.

line that blew by the goalie, beating him glove side.
“The third game against
De Smet was closer in score
but not in play,” said Behan.
“We outshot them 36-13.
Their goalie played unbelievable.”
“It is for sure difficult to
beat a good team three times
in a row, but what we did that
allowed us to be successful

was focusing on our defensive zone play,” said Pawlow.
“We go on the attack in our
own zone and that allows us
to play the majority of the
game in our offensive zone.
We also had 36 shots which
always helps.”
The game ended 3-0 and
Rasch tallied his eighth shutout.
“What Brendan is doing
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is remarkable,” said Behan.
“With the strong team in
front of him he doesn’t normally see much action.That’s
tough for a goalie. However,
he’s been able to focus despite
the lack of sustained action.
He’s been amazing.”
The Jr. Bills next game is
tonight against Kirkwood at
Affton at 9:45.

Teacher Fantasy Football Final Standings
Standings After Regular Season:

Standings After Playoffs:

1st: Mr. Brown - Eli4Prez

1st: Mr. Brown - Eli4Prez

2nd: Mr. Penilla - The 3rd Floor Guy

2nd: Mr. Penilla - The 3rd Floor Guy

Of the remaining six
matches, two will be held at
SLUH’s range. One match the
team is looking forward to is
the Missouri Civilian Marksmanship Program Championship on Jan. 27 at SLUH.
Another is the match in
Nashville, Tenn., on Feb. 17
at Montgomery Bell Academy. SLUH actually plays
Montgomery Bell Academy

twice; every year one match
is at SLUH’s range and the
other is in Nashville. A lot of
pressure rides on these two
matches.
“It’s a big match, it’s a
fun match, and I’d say that’s
probably our toughest competition between now and
(the State Championship),”
said Steingruby.

Varsity Briefs
Basketball

12/15
SLUH 				65
CBC 					63
Key Stats: Senior Mikey Sanders
20 points and senior Matt Leritz
17 points
12/16
SLUH 				51
Hillsboro 				59
12/20
SLUH 				59
Chaminade 			65
12/22
SLUH 				43
East St. Louis 			
53
Coaches vs Cancer Tournament
12/27
SLUH 				51
Lindbergh 				25
12/28
SLUH 				44
Kirkwood 				45
12/29
SLUH 				55
Ritenour 				44
12/30
SLUH 				47
Marquette 				38
Finished in 5th place

Hockey

12/15
SLUH 				5
3rd: Dr. Kesterson - Count Brockula 3rd: Mr. Dan Becvar - The Commish
CBC 					2
12/22
4th: Mr. Cruz - Zay Jones’s Revenge
4th: Dr. Kesterson - Count Brockula
SLUH 				5
5th: Mr. Dan Becvar - The Commish 5th: Mr. Cruz - Zay Jones’s Revenge
Chaminade 			1
12/29
6th: Mr. Kershenski - The Bob-Ombs 6th: Mr. Kershenski - The Bob-Ombs
SLUH 				9
7th: Mr. Tom Becvar - Becvar the Elder 7th: Mr. Ross - Gorloks
De Smet 				1
12/30
8th: Mr. Ross - Gorloks
8th: Mr. Tom Becvar - Becvar the Elder
SLUH 				10
Edwardsville 			1
9th: Mr. Muskopf - Mini Touchdowns 9th: Mr. Kevin Becvar - The Lams
1/1
10th: Mr. Kevin Becvar - The Lams
10th: Mr. Muskopf - Mini Touchdowns SLUH 				8
CBC 					2
artwork | Ian Shocklee
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Basketball falls to aggressive St. Mary’s squad on MLK Day
(continued from page 9)

basket, 43-37. Senior
Billy Brooks stepped into the
spotlight, taking a charge underneath the basket. SLUH
then hit the bonus with 5:20
remaining in the game, and
they never looked back. In the
end, the Spartans started to
foul but couldn’t catch SLUH.
The game ended 55-48 in favor of SLUH.
“We’ve been working all
week on getting to the basket
more aggressively. This game
was more aggressive than all
of our other games, so that
really set the tone. We also
worked all week on getting
the ball around so that everyone could get a piece. The
offense should run through
everybody,” said Sanders after
the win.
The euphoria of victory
was short-lived. Three days
later, the Jr. Bills were pitted
against a very good St. Mary’s
team in the MLK shootout on
Martin Luther King Day.
The game was extremely
rough from the get-go. St.
Mary’s struck first, a three,
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Senior Sam Ratterman against Vianney Jan. 5 at the Danis Field House.

and from there proceeded to
pick the ball off the inbounds
and score an easy layup, making it 5-0. After a quick corner
three put the visitors up 8-0,
the Dragons intercepted another pass and laid it in, 10-0.
This happened on two more

occasions, putting St. Mary’s
up 14-0.
Claggett called a timeout to temporarily numb the
pain, but the timeout didn’t
bear fruit. After finally breaking the press, the ball came to
senior Airest Wilson down

low, who fumbled with the
ball and traveled. Following a
tremendous swat from junior
Christian Wallace-Hughes,
the Jr. Bills sent an errant
pass back into the hands of
the Dragons, who capitalized,
16-0. After a free throw from

Students react to Martel’s retirement
(continued from page 1)

did not know it was going
to be so soon. I am just happy
to be a part of the last SLUH
team Mr. Martel coached.”
Martel finishes his career
with 514 wins, the Missouri
soccer Hall of Fame induction, seventeen 20-plus win
seasons, 18 district titles, and
one state title. Martel was also
named National High School
Soccer Coach of the Year in
2003.
“One of my major priorities has been to treat each
and every player with respect
and to give each player the
opportunity to contribute
something of lasting value
to the team,” said Martel. “I
have had two awesome assistant coaches, Terry Murray
and Charlie Clark, and both
of them have bought into this
for the last 25 years. I also feel
that my teams have always
taken the field in a state of extreme fitness. One of my goals
has been to never lose a game
because the other team was
more physically fit than us.”
In addition to great assistants, Martel has had a plethora of talent and amazing
athletic directors who have
helped him achieve his goals
as a coach.
“Finally, I have always
wanted the SLUH soccer team
to be one of the finest teams in
the state year in and year out.
I think, for the most part, this
has been achieved,” said Martel. “I am honored and overwhelmed to have been a part
of this program and to have
have spent such quality time
with some of the finest young
men I have ever met. I have
been profoundly changed by
the experience. I have nothing but the greatest respect for
Dick Wehner and Chris Muskopf for all of the assistance
and advice that they have given me over the years.”
“He is a great dude. One
of the finest human beings I
have had the honor to meet,”
said senior Alec Meissner.
“One of the only people that is

Wallace-Hughes, a floater
from Sanders, and a drive and
finish from Matt Leritz, the
nightmarish quarter came to a
close with St. Mary’s up 16-5,
thanks to SLUH’s eight turnovers in the first quarter.
The Jr. Bills’ offense put

New year, new weight
classes; wrestling shift leads
to success
BY Richard
REPORTER

I

Charlie Martel after a game against De Smet in 2015.

unanimously loved inside and
outside of the SLUH community. I am lucky to have been
able to play under him for the
past few years. He is someone
I will never forget and I will
keep nothing but good memories of him.”
“Mr. Martel used the philosophy of coaching his players not just as players, but as
young men. He wasn’t just
a coach, but also a mentor,”
said senior Stephen LaVigne.
“Coach Martel gave many lessons that reached beyond soccer; whenever we were in his
room, he always tried to offer
some advice that stretched
past that upcoming game or
practice. He was a great teacher and a great coach, who led
many great teams very far into
playoffs.”
“First and foremost the
action we have to take is to
honor Coach Martel,” said
Muskopf. “We should let his
story be to told and recognize
his incredibly lengthy tenure
and all the lives he’s connected
through his role as the soccer
coach.”
There has been no rush
to search for a new coach, but
Muskopf plans to start the
search this spring to give the
new coach time to get settled
and start planning for the next
season.

Martel has a message for
future players:
“I would want the future
soccer players to understand
what SLUH soccer traditionally has been about. First,
it should be seen as a great
honor to wear the jersey.
SLUH soccer has a great tradition and many gifted athletes
have played here. Wearing the
SLUH soccer jersey with pride
is an honor and a privilege.
Also, no matter what your role

photo | Brendan Voigt ’17

is on the team, be positive and
give 100 percent. There are
many ways to contribute to
the success of a team. It’s not
just about playing time. Finally, be the guy who is a leader.
Be that guy who focuses on
the success of the team and
the building up of the team
concept. Create a memory
that will stay with you for the
rest of your life.”

up just six points in the second quarter, all coming on
free throws. St. Mary’s led 3411 at the half.
The third quarter saw
the entrance of many of the
non-starting players. Juniors
Nick Lang, Carter Kane, Joey
Lally, and Nate Rauschenbach
entered. Lang tallied his first
score, but SLUH could not
gain any ground, and finished
the third quarter down 52-26.
In the fourth, both teams
played substitutes. Sophomore Kellen Porter and freshmen Freddie Cooper and
Caleb Valentine saw the floor
for the first time in the game.
A three by Kane, a layup by
Porter, a floater by Rauschenbach, and a monster jam by
Wallace-Hughes summed up
the fourth quarter. The final
score was 65-37 St. Mary’s.
SLUH plays tonight
against Nixa High School at
Nixa, just south of Springfield,
Mo.

Michalski

t’s been a busy few weeks
for the wrestling team since
Christmas break. Entering the
back half of the season, the Jr.
Bills have competed in tournaments weekend after weekend.
In their first tri-meet
back on Jan. 4, the Jr. Bills had
mixed success against MICDS
and Ritenour. SLUH took
down MICDS 60-12 with junior John Murphy, freshman
Bobby Conroy, and senior
Richard Michalski all wining
by fall.
Ritenour defeated SLUH
narrowly, 42-36, with the result coming down to the last
match of the night. Juniors
Dominic Loftis, Jake Pineda,
and Sam Nieder added wins.
The team’s first of many
tournaments started on Jan.
6 at Vianney where, during
the course of the day, wrestlers could have anywhere
from two to five matches. The
team did well as Murphy and
Pineda and Conroy took first,
and sophomore Andy Mujezi-

novic took third in their divisions.
“You know, this was a really difficult tournament and
it only gets harder,” said Murphy. “We’re really proud of
what Bobby did and how hard
the team worked as a whole.
It’s all about getting ready
for districts in a few weeks.”
On Jan. 13, the wrestlers
headed to Rockwood Summit
for the 141 Rumble tournament, and again, could have
anywhere between two and
five matches in a day. While
the team performed hard,
only Conroy placed, taking
first after a hard fought battle
that took him to the end of the
third round to continue his
undefeated season.
On Jan. 16, the Jr. Bills’
meet against St. Mary’s and
Bishop DuBourg was cancelled due to potentially dangerous travelling conditions.
Athletic Director Chris Muskopf is looking to reschedule
the meet.
The team heads to
MICDS today and tomorrow
to compete against 15 other
teams at the Eric Lewis Invitational and will wrestle again
on Tuesday against Lindbergh
and Thursday against De
Smet, Chaminade, and Vianney in an MCC showdown.
“This half of the season
is going to be tough with a lot
of our weight classes shifted,”
said head coach Rob Nahlik.
“I think we’ll have a very successful finish to the season.”
Freshman Robert Conroy
against MICDS in the Danis
Field House Jan. 4.
photo | Louis Barnes
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Junior class meeting
The junior class met in the
theater last Friday for an informational meeting about
scheduling next year. Various
department heads and Tom
Becvar, Assistant Principal
for Academics, clarified the
requirements for different
courses as well as discussed
logistics for signing up. Seniors are only required to take
theology and English next
year, so Mr. Becvar made sure
the current Juniors had their
meeting early because scheduling the extra six electives
can be challenging. Because
of the potential for conflicting classes, Mr. Becvar encouraged Juniors to turn their
forms in as soon as possible.
Senior Project reflection
night
The senior class, away on Senior Project until Jan. 29, gathered at SLUH last Monday,
Jan. 8, for a night of reflection
on their experiences at Senior
Project. The evening began
in the commons with prayer,

led by campus minister Simonie Anzalone. Seniors then
broke out into small groups
throughout the school for a
guided discussion on the challenges and joys of their service
experience, led by faculty.
STARS White Like Me
Beginning in February, the
members of STARS will begin
to read a new book: “White
like Me: Reflections on Race
from a Privileged Son” by Tim
Wise. The book is a scholarly
and personal account of racial privilege and the power
it holds in every aspect of life.
With many white students
having been attending STARS
meetings, the book was chosen in an attempt to get these
students more engaged in the
group.
Set of West Side Story begins
building process
For the past few weeks, Mr.
Schoonover and the SLUH
Crew have been working on
the set for the play West Side
Story. The play is a modernlike version of Romeo and
Juliet set in New York City.
It was a conscious choice to
show both Romeo and Juliet
and West Side Story in the
same year due to their similarities. Mr. Schoonover said
that the people working on
the set want the set to feel
like the set from Romeo and
Juliet, incorporating some of

Saturday, January 20

March for Life
Eric Lewis Wrestling V Tournament @ MICDS
Wrestling tournament @ O’Fallon
2:00PM Scoreboard Guy Shootout V Basketball @ Ozark
5:30PM B Hockey @ Ft. Zumwalt South
members of their department,
the same elements while also and others consisting of teachadding in some modern ele- ers from other departments.
ments like fire escapes. Currently there are twelve SLUH Rugby meeting
students and two or three proOn Tuesday night, the
fessionals working on the set. Rugby team had their first
In total the project is going to meeting about the official seatake around five to six weeks son. Coach Joe Muller spoke
to complete, with the musical about his vision of the SLUH
opening on Thursday, Feb. 15 team becoming a nationally
and continuing throughout recognized program. Coach
the weekend. Go see it!
Chris Keeven talked about the
new game schedule that foNew PowerSchool login
cuses around either travelling
Previously, students had to to schools for a day or teams
login to PowerSchool with a coming to us so that SLUH
username and password given can play better teams and
to them by school. Now, only improve without travelling to
your student ID and SLUH tournaments that have a high
google account password will risk of injury. Coach Tony
be required to login.
Born was officially named junior varsity head coach after 4
Faculty meeting on Tuesday years as varsity offensive coorWhile students had the day off dinator. The season starts Feb.
on Tuesday, Jan. 16, teachers 5. Contact Keeven if you are
were at a faculty meetings in interested in Rugby.		
the Commons. Teachers spent
—compiled by James Polthe day working on the Un- lard, Thomas Molen, Frank
derstanding by Design curric- Barbieri, Jack Colvin, Ben
ulum framework, listening to Gremaud, Will Slatin, and
various featured talks. There John Browdy
was also time for teachers to
work together in small groups
consisting of, at times, other

Hockey Nightbeat

SLU retires
Claggett’s number

Freshman Bobby Conroy on Jan. 4.

Regular Schedule
Junior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Pizza Stick
Lunch Special—Toasted Ravioli
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
4:15PM C Basketball (Blue) vs. McCluer North
5:30PM B Basketball vs. McCluer North
7:00PM V Basketball vs CBC
V Hockey @ Lindbergh
Tuesday, January 23
Regular Schedule
AP
1818 Juniors
Snack—Nuggets
Lunch Special—Pizza on Flatbread
Vegetarian—Olive oil pasta
3:30PM V2 Racquetball vs. De Smet
V Racquetball vs. Vianney
4:00PM C Basketball (Blue) vs. CBC
5:30PM B Basketball (Blue) vs. CBC
6:00PM C/JV/V Wrestling @ Lindbergh
Wednesday, January 24
Regular Schedule
AP
AP English Boot Camp
Snack—Mac and cheese bites
Lunch Special—Chicken Bacon Cheese
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
AP

Thursday, January 25

Regular Schedule
Junior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Mozzarella Cheese Stick
Lunch Special—Bellacino’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes
3:30PM JV1-1 Racquetball vs. Lindbergh
6:00PM C/JV/V Wrestling @ Chaminade
AP

Friday, January 26
AP
Lunch

7:00PM
9:45PM

Regular Schedule
Junior Class Mass
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
Special—Chicken Rings
Vegetarian—Mashed Potatoes
JV2-1 Racquetball vs. Chaminade
JV2-2 Racquetball vs. Chaminade
V Basketball @ Webster
V Hockey vs. Chaminade

SLUH tweet of the
week: St. Louis U. High
@sluhjrbills
Today we celebrate the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King and pray for resolve in living his message of love and inclusivity. #SLUH200 #AMDG

Varsity basketball head coach Erwin Claggett had his #13
retired by St. Louis University on Sunday, Jan. 14. Claggett
played four full seasons for SLU, finishing second in SLU
basketball history in points with 1,910 and first in 3-pointers
made with 295, according to KSDK.com. With Claggett, SLU
made both the 1994 and 1995 NCAA Tournaments, the first
Billikens team to make the tournament since 1957. “The Venice Menace” left his college basketball career not only as a St.
Louis University legend, but also a Great Midwest Conference
legend, as the conference leader in points, points per game,
field goals, three-point field goals, and three-point field goal
percentage. He was named First Team All-Conference three
consecutive years.

art | Ian Shocklee

Monday, January 22

4:00PM

The St. Louis U. High varsity hockey was back in business last night against Oakville,
winning 5-1. Junior Henry Wagner took matters into his own hands in the first period, netting two goals. Junior Justin Jacoby scored a characteristic breakaway shorthanded goal and senior Louie Perotti scored in the second period, but Oakville got
one back of their own. 4-1 Jr. Bills at the end of second period. Senior Chip Holmes
tapped in his contribution to the score tally in the third period, ending the night 5-1.

Freshman Bobby Conroy is
undefeated in his SLUH
varsity wrestling career.

Regular Schedule

March for Life
Eric Lewis Wrestling V Tournament @ MICDS
AP
Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch Special—Philly Cheese Steak
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
4:00PM JV2 Racquetball vs. Chaminade
7:00PM V Basketball @ Nixa
9:45PM V Hockey vs. Kirkwood

Around the Hallways
Father-son Blues game
On Tuesday, Jan. 2, The Fathers’ Club hosted Father Son
Blues Night. After mass and a
quick dinner, the group left to
see an exciting match against
the New Jersey Devils. The
game came to a thrilling close,
ending in a shootout with a
3-2 Blues win.
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