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Dilworth
kicks off
Black
History
Month

Following
in Ignatius’s
footsteps
12 day
pilgrimage
in Spain and
France

The history of
black students
and faculty at
SLUH

BY Jake Hennes
NEWS EDITOR

BY Riley McEnery and Sam
Ortmann

A

s part of the bicentennial
celebration, students will
have the opportunity to walk
in the footsteps of St. Ignatius
on a pilgrimage this summer.
The trip to Spain is being organized by Director of Campus Ministry Joseph Hill, S.J.,
and will last roughly 12 days.
The idea for presenting
this opportunity as part of the
bicentennial year came from
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott
Hill’s experiences on a similar
trip in 2011.
“I took a group of students to these exact same
sites back in 2011 when I was
a scholastic at a Jesuit high
school in New Orleans. I organized a pilgrimage to World
Youth Day, which was in Madrid that summer, and we
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T

he entire St. Louis U.
High community gathered in the Si Commons yesterday for an assembly focusing on Black History Month
and its application to the
school and St. Louis community. The assembly featured
keynote speaker Dr. Rollo
Dilworth, ’87.
The idea for an assembly for Black History Month
sparked from conversations
among students on the yearly
Philia retreat. English teacher
and Director of Equity and
Inclusion Frank Kovarik converted these discussions to
action by beginning planning
for the assembly after the retreat this year.
The focus on SLUH’s
connection to Black History stemmed from Kovarik’s
work on a book celebrating
SLUH’s bicentennial that includes research on Black History in SLUH.
A SLUH jazz combo
band played and a slideshow
of influential black people
was displayed as students and
faculty filtered into the Commons for the assembly. SLUH
principal Fr. Ian Gibbons, S.J.,
began the assembly with a
prayer.
Students involved with
ACES and STARS, including
junior Austin Sexton-Warner, sophomore Peter Curdt,
sophomore Kameron Moses,
and sophomore Noah Hayes,
then spoke.
“They were chosen based
on their participation in
ACES and STARS, and their
eagerness to talk about these
issues and to be a part of
SLUH’s efforts at equity and
inclusion,” said Kovarik.
Sexton-Warner
introduced the topic of black history, and Curdt reflected on

continued on page 4

Dilworth during his presentation yesterday.

Dolan brings courage, joy to Father Son Banquet

continued on page 4

Delton
Utsey
wins MLK
award
BY Luke Missey and
Jonmarc Hicks
reporter		

S
Dolan during his homily at the Father/Son Banquet.
BY Paul Gillam
CORE STAFF		

T

he St. Louis U. High Fathers’ Club has been
blessed with many great speakers over the years, but perhaps
none more prestigious than
His Eminance Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of New
York.
Dolan was asked to come
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speak at SLUH in September
by Fathers’ Club President Hap
Burke, ’82. Burke was taught
by Dolan in the seventh grade,
so he already had a connection.
“I knew it would be an
evening full of joy, laughter,
brotherhood, and friendship.
He preaches the Gospel with
courage and joy and clar-

news

Sisyphus releases winter edition
Sisyphus will release the winter
edition, this first edition of its
36th year, this Monday. Page 2
News

Chat with Cardinal Dolan
Set in the vestibule of the chorus
room, the Prep News got an exclusive interview with Cardinal
Dolan. Page 5
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ity, and he has a unique way
of connecting with people
and lighting up a room,” said
Burke.
Dolan, who was the main
celebrant of the Mass, concelebrated with SLUH and other
Jesuit priests from across the
St. Louis area. Music, led by
Addie Akin and Brian Gilmore, was provided by the SLUH

Feaure

Senior trip to Zambia
Senior Emanuel Parker overcomes a series of bad luck on his
Senior Project in Zambia. Page 3
News

Beachside service
Six seniors traveled to Puerto
Rico and met up with former
SLUH teacher Pepè Ruiz in the
wake of Hurricane Maria. Page 7

varsity chorus, along with several other volunteer vocalists
and instrumentalists. Three alums, George Staley, ’10, Jacob
Price, ’17, and Salvitore Vitellaro, ’17, retunrned to serve
mass with junior Chris Staley.
Nearly 800 people came for the
Mass.
In his homily, Dolan

continued on page 5

sports

Hockey breezes into playoffs
Hockey crushes MCC rival
Chaminade and MICDS as they
cruise into their second playoff
game against Oakville tonight.
Page 10
Sports

Basketball falls to Webster
Early deficit proves too much as
Jr. Bills fall to Statesmen, 65-58.
Page 10

enior Delton Utsey spent
Jan. 14, the Sunday before
Martin Luther King day, with
select students from diocesan
high schools and parishes
around St. Louis attending the
42nd annual Archdiocesan
Celebration at the Cathedral
Basilica. These students were
all recipients of the Martin
Luther King Model of Justice
Award, given to one student
in each high school or parish who demonstrates a commitment to serving humanity
and the broader community.
Utsey is active in leading
the STARS (Student-Teacher
Association for Racial Stud-

continued on page 4
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Changes being implemented following security audit
BY Liam John, Will Slatin
(contributions from
Eric Wu)
STAFF, REPORTER

S

ince last spring, a group
of teachers, administrators, staff, and other members of the community have
been working on a long term
security plan. These plans
have been deliberated over
several years as a way for St.
Louis U. High to be proactive about security issues
rather than reactive, and so
far include identifying everyone with lanyards and
fixing minor environmental
changes around the campus.
On the most recent
faculty in-service day, the
faculty was addressed by
members of the security
committee on what to do
when security needs to be
enforced. Such lessons included how to approach an
unidentified person on campus and where to tell people
to check in.
“We tried to update
them on how we welcome
visitors, some basic security matters,” said President
Dave Laughlin. “We even
talked about things like juuling, which we consider a serious security matter as well
as a health matter. It’s all a
part of an ongoing conversation.”
Last year, SLUH had a
safety audit, where an out-

side company came in and
examined campus security.
After the audit, the security
group at SLUH, which has
been working together for
several years, was given recommendations for changes
that could be made. Leaders of the security group
then met with neighbors and
members of the community,
as well as frequent visitors
from the Mothers and Fathers Clubs, to discuss what
changes should and could
happen.
“There were around 80
recommendations, and we
have prioritized these points
based on timeline and priority,” said principal Ian Gibbons, S.J.
These 80 recommendations have since been categorized into three groups:
what can happen now, what
can happen in the future,
and possibilities for the far
future.
In the category of what
can happen now, the main
one has been the push for
identification
at
SLUH
and minor environmental
changes.
“Obviously, I am trying
to push the culture of security,” said Assistant Principal
for Student Life Brock Kesterson. “I know people may
see it as unnecessary, but we
are creating a culture where
we are aware of who is in the

building.”
A group of faculty, staff,
administrators, and parents
has been working on new
security policies to keep
everyone safe. Some of the
topics suggested have been
identification, environment,
and safety training. After
the second audit, the group
started to get plans moving.
The lanyard policy, for instance, was not new to this
group, as it has been discussing the possibility for years.
But the audit gave them a
push to put plans like the
lanyards in place.
“We’ve talked about
lanyards for a few years just
because we thought it was
something that would be
proactive,” said Kesterson.
With over 1000 people
in the building at one time,
it can be hard to see who
all comes into the building.
Visitors over the years have
been able to walk in without questions asked. The
security committee saw this
as an issue that needed to
be addressed immediately.
Although there are new options still on the table for
what can happen to improve
the visitor check-in process,
the group has already issued
some policies, including required visitor badges.
“We’ve upgraded to
visitor badges. We have to
make sure the people have

issued lanyards and IDs or
visitor badges,” continued
Kesterson. “We felt like if we
have anyone in the building,
not everybody knows everybody, so it is important
for everyone who comes on
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campus to be identified in
some way.”
Director of Facilities Joe
Rankin has been running
the minor environmental
changes. These are cleaning
up the bushes around the
building as well as changing
light bulbs in places the auditors considered dark.
“The outdoor landscaping changes were not

Sisyphus Winter edition on sale Monday AP
BY Kyle McEnery
REPORTER

S

isyphus, St. Louis U.
High’s magazine of art
and literature makes its
Winter debut this Monday,
Feb. 5.
Sisyphus releases two
issues a year, one at the end
of January and one at the
beginning of May. It features a collection of stories,
poems, personal essays,
drawings, and photographs
gathered from contributors
around the SLUH community. This is Sisyphus’s 36th
year releasing magazines
and its first issue of 2018.
“Sisyphus allows all
kinds of people to just express themselves through
art and writing and I think
that’s really cool because,
especially from an editor’s standpoint since I get
to read everything, there’s
so many different kinds of
stuff and different ways you
see people expressing themselves,” said sophomore editor Peter Michalski.
Unlike recent issues
that have run to 80 pages,
this issue will only be about
54 pages. But the issue will
be particularly strong on
poetry, according to Sisyphus moderator and English
teacher Rich Moran.
“I think people should
expect a lot of great poetry
and some good fiction as
well,” said moderator Frank
Kovarik.
A popular favorite
among moderators and editors is a piece titled “The

that dramatic,” said Rankin.
“When you are doing a security audit you are looking
at places where people may
hide or you want some places to be more open, like by
doorways.”

For the near future, the
school is looking into purchasing software that would
allow visitors to have an easy,
efficient, and smart way to
check in. Even if someone
in the school stumbles upon
an unidentified visitor, they
could potentially use their
device to see if the person
was scheduled for a meeting.
From there, they can direct
issue during their tenure at
SLUH, they will be added to
this winter’s issue.
Freshman Noah Apprill-Sokol and Spanish
teacher Magdalena Alvarado wrote a piece of poetry
together that can be found
in both Spanish and English
in the magazine.
“It’s always a pleasure
to work on the magazine,
but this time around, everything just seemed to go
smoothly,” Kovarik said.
With this year’s issue,

them to where they need to
go.
“(Visitors) can come
check in, and it can do background checks, and it will
alert the people they are
meeting that they are here,”
said Kesterson. “It’s just going to be an efficient way to
check people in.”
Kesterson has been
working continuously to enforce the policies of identification for visitors as well as
students, so there is no fear
about who should be in the
building.
“It’s important to us to
continue to look at how we
can be welcoming to the
visitors on our campus,” said
head of security Patrick Zarrick.
For changes that may
happen in the distant future,
the security committee has
been looking at new doors
that could either be locked
unless someone has remote
access or to give students a
way to open doors, potentially with their lanyards.
“That’s part of the conversation but its not like
(the auditors) are telling us
that we have to do it,” said
Kesterson. “The important
thing is to keep everyone on
campus safe.”

new abundance of color,
various different authors, a
rare bilingual piece, and a
new approach to a smaller
magazine, the 2018 Winter Issue of Sisyphus brings
forth several new elements
never seen before, making this edition a must buy.
Copies will be on sale for
25 cents during activity period on Monday and at both
lunch periods.
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Flood” by Teddy Gerard.
“It is a fascinating
take on the biblical story
of Noah and the flooding of the world and what
it looked like to him once
the rain stopped and he was
able to look at this inundated world,” said Kovarik.
Other exceptional pieces of poetry that are making
an appearance in the Winter Issue have been written
by Matt Dorsey and Colin
Funck.
The 2018 Winter Sisyphus Issue also features a
multitude of artwork.
“One thing to anticipate is the back cover of the

magazine,” said Moran.
The back cover is a different image than the front
cover, unlike most years,
and shows a painting of a
mostly eaten apple drawn
by sophomore Nick Koenig.
“It’s a really good piece of
work.”
“We have lots of great
art not just by the editors but by many others as
well—prints, for instance,
by Charlie Perry, paintings
by Joe Bytnar, a pastel drawing by Nick Koenig, and a
color centerfold photo by
Sean Anderson,” Moran
said.
“We’ve had a color cov-

er for years but this year we
actually have four pages in
the middle of the magazine
that will feature color artwork, so I think that’ll be a
nice treat,” said Kovarik
This issue will contain
a wide variety of photography as well. The front
cover portrays a masterful
photograph taken by Jacob
Palmer.
A rarity and highlight
of this issue comes from
SLUH graduates of 2017,
Salvator Vitellaro and Jacob
Price, who submitted pieces
of prose to the 2018 Winter
issue. With their pieces not
making it into the previous
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FEATURE
A broken ankle and a broken heart as Parker
departs from Zambia
February 2, 2018

BY Nathan P. Wild
FEATURES EDITOR

A

II

mong many of the tales
and experiences told by
seniors on Monday’s assembly, Emanuel Parker experienced a uniquely frightful
project, facing the regular endeavors of being in a foreign
land without a familiar face,
piled on by unforeseen complications to test his dedication and willingness to serve.
Parker had been working
on his trip since the summer
and took months to plan his
self-funded trip. He chose his
own site outside of those suggested by SLUH after being
referred to a website called
Workaway by his mother.
Workaway specializes in volunteer work in 170 countries.
“I realized I wanted a
culture shock, so I decided
Africa would be a great place
to go. I stumbled across
the service site in Zambia,”
said Parker. “After looking
through all the pictures and
the excellent reviews of others who had worked there, I
had decided that was what I
wanted my service experience
to be.”
While many of his
friends were ringing in the
new year, Parker arrived in
Lusaka, Zambia on the morning of Jan. 1. He then took a
bus ride across the country to
Livingstone.
“It was a huge cultural
shock. There were complete
slums with little kids running
around in the streets, which
I’d never witnessed before.
Without a proper sanitation
system, there was trash everywhere and often people burning their trash. In the really
rural areas I saw straw and
mud huts which I thought I
would never see. Everything
was just really sad to see,” said
Parker.
Parker dedicated his
time at the Melota Community School, a small, concrete
building with a meager tin
roof located outside of Livingstone, a popular city for
tourism in Zambia. His service revolved around teaching pre-algebra and geometry
class.
“I was given an exam that
showed me what they needed
to learn by the end of my time
there. Every day I planned out
my own lessons and used my
experience of math classes in
the U.S.—having warm-ups
to start the class, do some examples, and working on your
own. It could be challenging,
but also a very rewarding experience to see the kids learning.”
The classroom lacked
a number of what may be
considered essentials in the
United States. Parker used
chalk on a wall that was spray
painted with a black coating
rather than a blackboard. The
kids sat two to a desk, without
a textbook. They each had a
notebook and would do their
math in pen.
“I was nervous on my
first day thinking that a new,
young teacher from another
country would be a recipe
in the U.S. to get taken advantage of, but the kids were
incredibly polite and respect-

ful,” said Parker.
During his free time outside of the classroom, Parker
went to Livingstone for internet access so he could communicate his experiences to
his family. The lack of internet
at his site initially seemed to
be a curse, but Parker eventually grew to enjoy the time
away from his phone.
“There is something
great about not having internet. It’s like being on an isolated retreat from your life
and from the internet,” said
Parker. “I believe in God and
I had spent a lot of free time
meditating and praying. It
was a very spiritual experience since there was a lot of
time to just live in the present
moment. It was like a service
retreat.”
Parker had a volunteer
family at his home who would
stay with him during the daytime, but leave him at night to
go to their own home.
“Mercy cooked me food
which was nice because I
got to try southern African
cuisine. In the mornings, we
didn’t eat, but had tea. Lunch
was usually super simple like
bread or potatoes to get you

without air conditioning in
the summer heat, draped in
a mosquito net while cockroaches and lizards crawled
on the floor and spiders dangled from the rafters.
“I couldn’t have gone
to bed without the mosquito net. I was terrified of all
the insects. It was crazy hot
and the insects only made it
worse.”
“I had to learn to adapt.
In a situation like that you
have to learn to mature up,”
said Parker. “There are a lot
of times when I wanted to
break down and lose it, but I
couldn’t halfway around the
world away from your home
in a third world country. You
have to adapt, whether you
like it or not.”
Among all of the struggles he faced, he attributes the
first day of the soccer program
to be his greatest. Initially,
Parker was to teach math and
help with the soccer program,
until facing a service-changing injury. Although the term
“breaking ankles” is often
used in many sports to define
when someone gets outskilled
in a one-on-one encounter,
Parker actually had his ankles

photo | courtesy of Emanuel Parker

through the day. Dinner every night was nshima, which
is like a loaf of cornmeal
that fills you up, with fish or
a small amount of chicken.
I had minnows that we ate
whole, eyes and all.”
Although most of the
food seemed like a typical
carb or starch, Parker had his
share of unpleasant meals.
“There was a dish I can
not pronounce that was essentially mashed pumpkin
leaves in vinegar,” said Parker.
“However, I was told by my
mother, who lived in Zimbabwe for a long time, that it is
important I eat every bit of
the meal. It wasn’t usually a
big deal.”
Along with adapting to
the culinary challenges of the
culture, he also faced the lack
of indoor plumbing and a
constant source of freshwater,
having to boil his own.
“It was a challenge because the water in the house
didn’t always work. The water only worked if the local
stream’s current was strong
enough,” said Parker. “There
were more than a couple of
nights that I would go to bed
thirsty. I would go days without showering or sometimes
the shower would stop while
I had shampoo in my hair,
which was the worst.”
Parker slept in a room

broken on his first day in the
soccer program.
“I don’t remember exactly how I fell. I just remember hearing two pop, crack,
and snap like sounds. One of
those sounds was my ankle
dislocating. The other sound
was my fibula fracturing.
The kids were really good at
soccer and there was a lot of
loose dirt. I got crossed up
basically and a kid broke my
ankle… literally,” said Parker.
Parker went straight to
the hospital in a taxi cab. Unfortunately, he was not seen
by a doctor for five hours and
spent that time on a wooden
bench bearing the pain without painkillers.
“The place was in horrible condition with dirty
floors, bugs everywhere, no
phone, no air conditioning,
and no water fountains,” said
Parker. “It was an extremely
tough time for me.”
When he finished up his
x-rays and a basic check up
with a nurse, Parker was seen
by two other doctors. One of
them seemed to be an assistant in training to the main
doctor. The head doctor told
his assistant to administer
cortisone to Parker as he left
the room. However, the medicine was incorrectly administered.
“The guy looked super

nervous as he rolled up my
sleeve. I remember thinking I
didn’t want to tell him what to
do, but I was pretty sure you
put cortisone at the site of the
pain,” said Parker. “Before I
could muster up what to say
to him, he just sticks the needle in my arm.”
Parker was told then that
he could not be administered
any more cortisone. He was
given a washcloth to bite on
while his ankle was relocated.
“The worst part was that
it took them a long time how
to put my ankle back in. I was
sitting there just holding myself trying not to squirm because it was so painful.”
Parker went home later
that night in a cast.
“The second night was
the hardest night with my
broken ankle and lack of luggage after the airline lost it. I
didn’t even have a way of talking to my family about what
had happened. It was one of
the scariest experiences of my
life,” said Parker.
After facing all the challenges thrown at him, Parker
remained determined to stay
and finish out his time in
Zambia.
“Even with the injury, it
was still a great experience,
said Parker. “The kids were
fantastic and extremely respectful when I was on my
crutches.”
After returning to the
United States, Parker has
been appreciative of every
minor facet of his life, from
running water to the modern
care his ankle given.
“I would say I have an
incredible new appreciation
for the life I have and the conditions I am in. There are so
many little things I often take
for granted. There wasn’t even
a mirror in the house and I
never realized how much I
appreciate just having a mirror to look at myself in,” said
Parker. “It’s hard to articulate
but there’s just so much appreciation for the smallest of
things and the slightest bits of
comfort.”
“I got out of it an appreciation for my own education.
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I don’t think I ever really understood what it meant,” said
Parker. “It was a very humbling experience to teach that
taught me the difficulties of
teaching and also how blessed
I am.”
Parker also now feels a
new wave of patriotism for
the United States for its major
global presence.
“I never really appreciated what it means to live in
the United States. People in
Zambia look to the U.S. like
no other country. I remember
reading a newspaper in the
city that had two things: United States politics and Zambian politics. I talked with a
local on how much they pay
attention to the United States
and how what happens in the
United States can effect so
much else. I had no idea how
much the United States means
to the rest of the world.”
With the importance
of politics, Parker was also
shocked by how corruption is
constantly scrutinized in the
United States, yet continues
without proper political action in countries like Zambia.
“We have a system of
checks and balances that
Zambia lacks. The government is so corrupt yet nobody can do anything about
it. There are politicians that
prohibit the country from developing because they pocket
so much money even in the
midst of a cholera outbreak.
We are always seeking to be
the ideal culture when there
are so many places that are
left so far behind and are just
trying to struggle for basic

civil freedom.”
Although Parker highly
recommends the trip to those
who seek service outside of
the United States, he asks that
others learn in two key areas
where he failed.
“If anyone goes on the
trip, they should know to
get an international phone
plan which would’ve came
in handy so many times and
to fly straight to Livingstone.
My bus broke down halfway
across the country on the way
back. I hitchhiked, in Africa,
the rest of the way to the airport in the back of a pickup
truck, which I never thought
I’d be able to say. I’m only now
getting to the point where
I can laugh at that as it was
genuinely scary being in that
situation with a lack of communication.”
After breaking his ankle,
surviving without internet,
and adapting to the culture as
a whole, Parker still remains
optimistic about his project
site.
“A lot of this trip was
winging it and trying to get
out of scary situations. I’m
not sorry for anything that
happend,” said Parker. “The
leg and the lost luggage made
things a really bigger challenge, but that’s what senior
service is about. Those things
make for great stories and
the time outside of the cast
allowed me to do what I had
planned. It didn’t detract from
the experience in any way. It
just made it more challenging
and more memorable.”
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Hill S.J., plans bicentennial pilgrimage from past experiences; hopes to
create a culture of pilgrimages in Campus Ministry
(continued from page 1)

decided to take an extra week
to visit the Ignatian sites,” said
Hill. “We had a tremendous
time back in 2011. This trip
was a life-changing experience for some of the students,
so I always knew that I wanted
to do it again. Since it’s the bicentennial year, it is the year
to go all out and I think this
is an incredible opportunity
to experience the history and
tradition of SLUH by going
back to the roots of the Jesuits.”
According to Hill, the
group will start by flying into
Barcelona and visiting some
sites in the north of Spain.
“We are going to fly into
Barcelona and then head to
Loyola, the castle where Ignatius was born and where he
recovered after the cannonball shot. We will then spend a
day in San Sebastián, a beautiful coastal town in the north,
to have some fun,” said Hill.
Next the group will head
to Montserrat, where Ignatius
laid down his sword and put
on the clothes of a beggar to
start his new life, according to
Hill.
Hill considers these first
two stops to be very special.
“I would say that there
are two high points on the trip.
We are going to start on a high

by being in Loyola and I believe Montserrat is the second
high point. I think Montserrat
is a very special place. Every
time we have been there, the
group has really been moved
by it. The last time I went, that
was the highlight of the whole
trip for a lot of guys,” said Hill.
Next the group will go
to Manresa, where he spent
about ten months praying and
began writing the Spiritual
Exercises.

“There is a cave where
he used to hang out and pray
and there is actually a church
there now, so we are going to
go there and have Mass at that
church,” said Hill.
During their final few
days in Spain, the group will
spend time in Barcelona.
“Ignatius spent several
months in Barcelona begging so he could get enough
money to go to the holy land.
We will also do some tourist

art | Joe Bytnar

things in Barcelona because
there are tons of cool things to
do there,” said Hill.
In the final three days of
the trip, the group is going to
go to Lourdes, France to do
some service work as stretcher bearers, helping the sick.
Although some people
think of pilgrimages in terms
of walking, the group will
need to bus to a lot of the
places to deal with time constraints.

“Lots of walking between sights will take too
much time, so we will bus the
main distances, but there is a
mountain in Loyola that we
are going to walk up one day.
Also, I want to walk up to the
shrine of Montserrat, which
might take a whole day, and
we might walk from Montserrat to Manresa as well,” said
Hill.
The students will have
lots of guidance both at the
sites and at night time.
“There will be time for
prayer in reflection. They will
have a journal that will be
kind of like the Senior Project
journal with reflection questions. We will also have a few
reflections at night,” said Hill.
The trip will be open to
current freshmen, sophomores, and juniors.
“I thought about allowing seniors, but the issue is
that they would have already
graduated, so there is a different dynamic and we would
have to worry about different
types of things. We also decided to focus it as a formation as
opportunity for some of the
underclassmen,” said Hill.
Hill estimated the cost of
the trip to be $2,800.
“I am hoping that the
cost will come down when I
actually buy the flights, but I

estimated high to be safe. We
are also going to try to organize a fundraising event,” said
Hill.
There isn’t a specific
number as to how many students can go, but it will be on
a first come, first serve basis.
“If it is a manageable
number, I will take as many
students as want to come, but
I’m guessing that it will be
somewhere between ten and
20,” said Hill.
Hill is hoping to draw a
lot of interest for the trip.
“I think that every student should want to go on this
trip if they can,” said Hill. “My
message is ‘come and see’ because it is going to be amazing.”
Hill would like to see pilgrimages begin to become an
annual opportunity at SLUH
in some form.
“I want to start implementing a pilgrimage every
summer. Last year we did the
canoe pilgrimage up to Canada, which turned out really
well, so I want to keep them
going. A pilgrimage is like a
retreat over an extended period of time. It is a very powerful experience. St. Ignatius
was a pilgrim to the holy land
and Jesuits have done pilgrimages since the founding of the
Society of Jesus,” said Hill.

Dilworth presents OPOP philosophy towards Utsey receives award
for advocacy
racial injustice

Kameron Moses at the assembly yesterday.

(continued from page 1)

the history of African Americans affiliated with SLUH, including a discussion of people
enslaved by the Jesuits that
founded the school. Moses
spoke about activists, protests,
and sit-ins that have occurred
in our city’s history, as well as
SLUH alum Henry Hampton’s
prize-winning documentary
work about such events. Noah
Hayes discussed the history
of black faculty and staff at
SLUH, including former custodian Dee Byrd, former theology teacher Danielle Harrison, the first female black
teacher at the school, and
history teacher and basketball
coach Erwin Claggett, the first

black coach at SLUH. Each
student offered questions for
reflection during and after
their brief readings.
Chorus director Addie Akin then introduced a
piece composed by Dilworth
that the SLUH varsity chorus
performed. Dilworth himself
conducted the performance
of the piece.
“I was really excited,”
said Akin. “Excited for myself
to get to meet (Dilworth) is
an exciting thing and for the
boys to get to sing with somebody that is as prominent as
he is is just a real feather in
their cap. He usually conducts
all-state choirs and big prestigious ensembles and he got to

photo | Kathy Chott

work with the SLUH boys.”
Dilworth was then introduced by band director Jeff
Pottinger.
Kovarik decided to reach
out to Dilworth after conversing with Akin and Pottinger
about setting up music for the
assembly.
“Whenever you talk
about music and SLUH, Rollo
Dilworth’s name comes up,”
said Kovarik. “So we thought
it would be kind of cool for
him to come, maybe share
some of his experiences, show
us some of his music, and we
just lucked out and he was
very open to it.”
Dilworth was at SLUH
for his class reunion when

Kovarik decided to reach out
to him, and he accepted the
invitation.
In his speech, Dilworth
reflected for 20 minutes or so
on his experiences being one
of 14 black students at SLUH
in his years at the school. He
focused on the meaning of
being a Man for Others, the
common Jesuit ideal, as it applies to racial reconciliation
and social justice. He proposed an original approach
to these issues in his OP-OP
philosophy, in which we turn
obstacles and problems to opportunities and possibilities.
Dilworth’s talk hit home
with a majority of the community members, as he was
applauded with a standing
ovation after he finished.
“As soon as he finished
I stood up and started clapping,” said Curdt. “He just
commanded attention, and
I really liked his OP-OP philosophy.”
Curdt was not the only
one in the audience that enjoyed Dilworth’s speech and
the entire presentation in
general.
“I think it was a valuable
and very fruitful experience,”
said freshman Zak Stevenson. “If I could pull anything
from the experience, it’s that
we the people should embrace
everyone all the time, not just
during this month dedicated
to the lives of African Americans because others who
aren’t black have contributed
to where I am today.”
“I thought it was an incredible idea. I think the team

(continued from page 1)

ies) reading group and many
other activities and an overall
welcoming presence around
school. Utsey has also been
active in several Campus
Ministry projects.
“Delton has been a presence in my life since his freshman year. And you know, he
just stops by and says hey
sometimes,” said campus
minister Simone Anzalone.
Utsey was one of several seniors nominated from
SLUH, and was unanimously
chosen by a team of about 10
teachers.
“His disposition was a
big part of it,” said Anzalone.
“He is a person who stands up
for what he believes in and he
has just been involved in so
many activities.”
Delton was excited to

win the award because he got
to be with the other recipiants, whom he called “game
changers.”
Though Utsey was supposed to receive an email
informing him of the awards
ceremony, for whatever reason did not, which resulted in
him not finding out about the
ceremony until that morning,
when his friend texted him
congratulating him.
Utsey looks forward to a
bright future at college where
he plans on getting involved
in the larger St. Louis community.
“I’ve decided to stay in
St. Louis to go to Wash. U.,”
said Utsey. “I would say my
SLUH community, but I really
want to get connected in the
St. Louis area,” he said, when
asked who he served.

photo | courtesy of Delton Utsey

continued on page 9 Utsey (top, second from left) at the awards ceremony.
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Dolan comments goals of the church, and interactions with Pope
Francis in exclusive interview
Editor in chief Jack Schweizer,
accompanied by core staff
member Paul Gillam, interviewed His Eminence Cardinal
Timothy Dolan following Mass
this past Sunday at the Father/
Son Banquet. The following
text is a transcript of the interview.

Jack Schweizer: What excites
you about speaking to fathers
and sons at a place like SLUH?
Cardinal Timothy Dolan: You
know the longer I’m around,
the more I find out that it’s
all about family. It’s all about
God’s family. It’s all about the
family of the church, and it’s
all about our natural families.
I’m kind of in good company
because I think that’s the way
Pope Francis feels as well.
And what is especially
true I think in today’s society
is not only the central importance of the family but also the
father-son relationship. There
seems to be a lot of power
in the world that’s trying to
whittle away at that father-son
relationship. So when I see a
great school here with such
a long legacy of excellence,
when they have a father-son
Mass and when they have a
father-son supper, I say I’d like
to be a part of that, and that
excites me.

I’m talking about that real
early, three word creed. Jesus
is Lord. Jesus is Lord.
That’s what we need to
hear because the world around
us today and culture would
hold up to us a lot of false
lords, a lot of false gods. Ah,
you know they might say, you
know what’s important now
would be power, or prestige,
or possessions, and a myriad
of other things, all that have
their place. But they would
hold those up as our God, as
our lord, and the church keeps
saying, uh uh, Jesus, Jesus is
lord.
And in the days of the
Roman empire, you could
literally lose your head for
professing that, couldn’t you.
Because they would say, oh
no the emperor is lord. And
they would say, well look,
we’ll obey the emperor, we’ll
honor the emperor, we want

to be good citizens, but no he’s
not the lord. We can’t worship him. Because there’s only
one Lord, and that’s Jesus,
and I think you need to hear
that today. The church always
preaches that, right.
So it’s really a timeless
message. I mean you have to
present it in a timely way, but
the message is timeless and the
message is pretty much always
the same, and the Church is at
her best when she can present
that message in a particularly
compelling way.
JS: What do you think the
church needs to hear from us?
Dolan: I think we need to hear
from you, first of all an eagerness and enthusiasm, a sense
of hope, and a sense of honesty. I think we need to hear
from young people, ‘Thank
you, thank you church, for

professing that Jesus is Lord,
but sometimes, sometimes we
don’t sense from the church
that you’re preaching that with
all the cogency and credibility
that we need. And here might
be some ways that it’s not getting through. Here might be
some ways that we think you
might do it better.’
So we need to hear that
honestly. So the church doesn’t
only preach, the church listens. The best teachers are
first students, right? And we’re
all disciples, which is a fancy
word for student, right? So
the church, not only is she our
mother, not only is she our
teacher—mater et magistra,
mother and teacher—not only
is she mother and teacher,
she’s also a disciple, and she’s
also a good listener so we need
to listen to everybody and we
need to listen very much to
young people.

5

honored to have been on the
JS: What’s it like working un- preparatory and that meant
der Pope Francis, a Jesuit him- four times a year going to
self?
Rome, just about 12 of us from
around the world that would
Dolan: Well he would keep meet with him to plan the sentelling us, “You don’t work ates—those were remarkably
under me, you work with effective times, and this is very
me”—but he doesn’t mean it. interesting because he would
[Laughs.] It’s excellent. I en- come to all the meetings, but
joyed my relationship with once again he would just listhe other popes. I was only a ten. You know at the begincardinal under Pope Benedict, ning we’d say, ‘Oh Holy Father,
and now under Pope Francis, what do you want the senate
and I enjoyed working with to accomplish?’ and he would
Pope Benedict, and now I en- shrug and he’d say, ‘Well I’m
joy working with Pope Fran- here to listen to you all,’ which
cis.
was very powerful, you know.
I don’t want you to get And I think that gives his
the impression that I’m in dai- words a luster and a credibilly contact with him, I mean I ity because we know that not
have a full time day job in only does it come from him
New York, but the times that listening to the Lord, it comes
I am in his presence, and the from him listening to all of us.
times that I work closely with
him—as I did in preparing for
the last two senates. I was very

JS: What do we need to hear
from the church right now?
Dolan: Well you know what,
what we need to hear right
now from the church? Everything that we’ve heard from
the day of Pentecost Sunday,
because that’s when it all started, right? And what we really
need to hear is that earliest,
earliest creed of the church.
And you know what the creed
is. We just said it at Mass. But
Dolan during the interview in the chorus room, after Mass.

photo | courtesy of Mr. John Penilla

Dolan shares stories about Jesuit values
(continued from page 1)

spoke about silence. He focused on the importance of silent prayer and making time to
take a step back and find quiet
time to reflect and grow in relationship with God. He recalled
the Biblical story when Jesus
expelled and silenced demons
from a possessed man and said
that the devil likes chaos, and
we can counter that chaos with
silence.
Following the Mass, dinner was held in the Danis
Fieldhouse. After waiting in
line for a delicious meal of
mixed vegetables, mashed potatoes, chicken, and roast beef,
fathers and sons settled into

the open seating to eat and
connect with friends. After
people had a chance to settle in
and eat, SLUH president Dave
Laughlin rose to the podium
to give a word of thanks to all
those present, to speak about
the amazing history of SLUH,
and to lead the fieldhouse in a
chorus of “Happy Birthday” to
celebrate the bicentennial of
the school. Fathers Club president Hap Burke introduced the
Cardinal and his many accomplishments to a warm SLUH
welcome.
Dolan opened with a
word of gratitude for being welcomed so warmly and quipped
that Laughlin “suggested (he)

The Lally family at mass with Dolan.

speak on the history of Jesuits
or history or St. Louis U. High
school, or maybe Catholic Social Justice teaching for about
45 minutes,” but in the end he
decided to “completely ignore
him.” Instead, he focused in on
three very central themes of the
Society of Jesus: AMDG, IHS,
and a man for others.
Dolan began with a story
about the former governor of
New York, Hugh Carey, a committed Catholic, and how Carey would add AMDG to each
autograph he gave.
“This said something
about where his greatness came
from, that he was doing all of
this for the greater honor and
glory of God,” said Dolan.
Next, he shared about a
fellow priest who, while on the
journey to sobriety, discovered
that when we do things “for
God’s greater honor and glory,
he’s going to give (us) the grace
(we) need.”
Speaking on “IHS,” the
abbreviation for the name of
Jesus, Dolan stressed the centrality that can be found in Jesus and gave a story of a benefactor of the Christ’s Methodist
Church in New York whose
cabby, after being told by the
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott benefactor to drive to Christ’s

Church, took him to St. Patrick’s Cathedral, the Catholic
cathedral of New York, claiming “All I know is that in New
York, this is where Christ lives.”
Dolan tied the story into the
discovering of the letters IHS
on the highest part of the ceiling of St. Patrick’s Cathedral
during renovations.
“At the highest part of this
cathedral, in America’s Parish
Church, across from Rockefeller Center, is the holy name of
Jesus, symbolizing his dominion, symbolizing his power,
symbolizing the fact that he is
the height of everything we aspire to,” said Dolan.
Giving a third story, he
told of when he found himself
standing next to Saint Teresa of
Calcutta at the John F. Kennedy
Center in Washington, D.C.
before she was to speak and
hearing his boss ask her what
she would be speaking about.
In response she said “I don’t
know. But it’ll be something
about Jesus, the centrality of
Jesus. Jesus, my lord, my God,
my all.”
Finishing the triad of
themes, Dolan spoke of SLUH’s
successful formation of men
for others and the two types
of virtues, “resume virtues and

eulogy virtues,” written about
by journalist David Brooks.
Eulogy virtues, such as honor,
trustworthiness, loyalty, and
love, Dolan claimed “are the
virtues that flow from a man
for others.”
“The big temptation today
has been the temptation to be a
man for myself. So selfishness,
narcissism becomes the big
temptation,” Dolan said.
Dolan warned against falling into this temptation and
urged each person to be “men
running the other way,” in reference to the first responders
who, during 9/11, ran towards
the twin tower, opposite the
way of the thousands who were
running from the towers, to
save those trapped inside. He
said that each individual is at
his or her best when one gives
him or herself away to another
in sacrificial love and this, he
argued, makes a man or woman for others.
“What I tried to do, fellas
of this bicentennial, is really try
to speak about motive. What
drives us? What makes us tick?
What keeps us going? What
kind of sustains us and gives
us a second wind? I would presume and I would propose, that
our motive is that we do it all

for the greater glory of God, we
do it for Jesus, IHS, and we do it
for others,” said Dolan.
After he finished speaking, Laughlin presented Dolan
with a basket full of SLUH
gear, including a scarf, a mini
billiken statue, and a SLUH
keychain. Principal Ian Gibbons S.J. closed in prayer, but
before the fathers and sons
could clear out, Laughlin had
several seniors, led by senior
Jack Callahan, lead a chorus of
the favorite SLUH cheer, “Oh
When the Bills Go Marching
In.”
“It was really neat to have
him here and to see him interactering with people the way he
was. He was the last person to
leave, you know, because greeted everyone who wanted to say
hi, or shake his hand to take his
picture. It was probably better
than we could ever have ever
expected,” said Director of Annual Giving John Penilla, ’99.
“The coolest part was seeing someone outside the Jesuit
community talk so highly of
the people that are teaching us
and the group, the organization
that we are a part of,” said junior Reed Milnor.
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Welcome Back! Seniors return to reflect on what it means to serve
BY Jack Perry and
Alex Lehmann

REPORTERS		

T

he seniors returned
from their various projects transformed and ready
to embark on their final semester at SLUH on Monday.
The seniors spent the
entire month of January
serving various sites assisting the impoverished, malnourished, mentally and
physically challenged, elderly, and others in need in
St. Louis. This year, seniors
served not only the local St.
Louis area, but also communities in Mexico, Puerto
Rico, Russia, and even Zambia.
Senior Gavin Obert
served at the Crisis Nursery in St. Charles, which
supports children up to
the age of 12 whose families are experiencing crises.
The nursery serves as a safe
haven for children who are
suffering from the effects
of chaotic and sometimes
traumatic childhoods, and
provides them with food,
clothes, and shelter.
“I think one of the
hardest things for me was
dealing with these twins
that came from an abusive

Seniors during the all school meeting during the project slideshow.

students were in the majority. In addition, the classes
were mixed between those
students who had social
disabilities and others who
didn’t. I worked with the
students in the classroom
and I was actually the only
male member of the staff,
so I also served as a father
figure for a lot of these
students who didn’t come

There were no racial barriers. I feel like we could all
use that simplicity in our
lives being that our community is weakened by poorly
fostered racial relationships. I also will not forget
how hard it was for me to
leave them. I never really
realized how profound of an
impact the students had on
me and vice versa. It really

Seniors Brendan Moore and Christian Mickan.

household. When I would
walk into the room these
kids started to freak out because they were very scared.
The nursery doesn’t have
any male volunteers and
because of the kids’ childhood they were very scared
of me. Seeing how scarred
they were at such a young
age was one of the most
emotionally gut-wrenching
feelings I have ever experienced,” said Obert. “It’s the
most real experience we can
deal with. Here at SLUH,
we really do live in a bubble
and it really opened my eyes
up to how little my issues
truly are. Not everyone has
the commodities that we
do and it made me realize
how much I have taken for
granted and how important
service is to forming a man.”
Senior Devan Isaacs
spent January assisting at
Commons Lane Elementary
School in North County.
“White students were
in the minority and black

from the best households,
or didn’t have fathers at
home. I could really tell the
boy students really enjoyed
having me around. The simplicity of how the kids interacted with one another.

photo | Sulli Wallisch

showed me that I, as well as
all of those students, have
the ability to impact people’s lives,” said Isaacs.
Senior Jack Callahan
was supposed to spend
his senior project in Yoro,

photo | courtesy of Gavin Obert

Seniors Gavin Obert and Alec Meissner.

Honduras at the site started by former SLUH Spanish teacher Charley “Profe”
Merriott. However, due to
Honduras’ political unrest
and the possibility of civil
war, the project annual
project was cancelled for
this year.
“When we found out we
weren’t going to Honduras,
all of us were disappointed,”

photo | Louis Barnes

Mexico. They spent time
volunteering at a free daycare for underprivileged
families and single moms.
They would serve breakfast
and lunch to the many children of the daycare as well
as brush their teeth and play
on the playground. They
also acted as teacher aids
and helped out at one of the
biggest fundraisers of the

Seniors Sam Kutz and Will Rudder at project.

said Callahan. “However,
after Senior Project I realized how selfish my disappointment was.”
Callahan and five other
seniors instead travelled to
San Miguel De Allende in

Senior Jack Callahan.

year there.
“The experience has
been unparalleled and unfathomable. Not only do
my classmates and I have a
greater appreciation for our
education, families, homes,

photo | Jack Callahan

and daily luxuries, we are
also more aware of the current injustices taking place
in underprivileged communities,” said Callahan.
While the seniors may
have been reluctant to leave
their project sites and return to the daily grind of
SLUH, they returned abundant with memories and
stories to tell to the faculty
as well as the underclassmen. A short prayer service
was held in the Si Commons
before students were split
up into smaller groups to
hear firsthand what the seniors experienced while on
their project.
“It was interesting to
hear how other seniors experienced things that were
very similar but also very
different to what I experienced” said senior Will
Rudder, who spent his time
serving at the Central Institute for the Deaf. “It was
nice to express my feelings
and challenges to the underclassmen, who are still
learning what Senior Project is all about.”
While
the
seniors
may have completed their
projects, they have gained
knowledge and experience
that they may never forget

photo | courtesy of Will Rudder

as they touched countless
lives serving those who
need it most.
“Senior project taught
me a lot. It taught me things
that I could never have
learned in a classroom, and
I am grateful to SLUH for
allowing me this opportunity,” said Rudder.
“My biggest takeaway
from Senior Project is the
idea of the quality of life,”
said Callahan. “A lot of the
time we grow up dreaming of being rich, thinking
that having a lot of money
can transfer into happiness.
However, this trip taught
me that a positive attitude
and a loving family will take
you further than a mansion
on top of a hill.”
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Comrades! Senior
presence doubles in
Russia for project
BY Steven
CORE STAFF

Zak

G

reetings from Russia!
For the second straight
year, St. Louis U. High sent
seniors to complete their senior service project in Russia,
increasing the number from
two to four
For the past six years,
Russian students have been
doing a service project at St.
John the Baptist Catholic
church in Pushkin, a suburb
of St. Petersburg, during the
exchange program in the
summer. Russian teacher
Rob Chura started to talk
with a woman who worked
at the church about the possibility of bringing students
over during January for a bigger service project. Because
she worked at a special needs

also went bowling a lot.”
Besides working at the
church and special school
like last year, the seniors
worked at SLUH’s partner
school, helping with English
classes at various grade levels.
“Our partner school
expressed interest in having
the boys go to their school
and help with some of their
classes,” said Chura. “They
did their majority of the time
at the special school but they
split up going to our partner
school.”
“For the first week of
the project we worked at the
church helping clean up their
Christmas festivities as well
as removing ice from their
driveway,” said Biermann.
After Russian students

photo | Jacob Fields

Seniors Jacob Fields, Westin Biermann, Sean Caltieux, Sam
Evans, and Russian teacher Rob Chura. (from left to right)

school, she agreed to help coordinate with SLUH to send
two seniors to Russia last year
to test how the project would
work.
“Last year the project
went extremely well. We
spent a couple days at the
parish doing a little work and
then the rest of the time they
went to the special school to
work with the students,” said
Chura. Since it went so well,
we said, ‘Hey let’s expand it,’
so we took four students.”
The four seniors chosen this year were Sam Evans, Westin Biermann, Sean
Cailteux, and Jacob Fields.
They were initially accompanied by Chura for the first
ten days to make sure there
were no problems with any
of the sites. After Chura left,
the host families the students
stayed with would help if any
unforeseen problems arose
during the month.
“I stayed with the same
host family who hosted me
over the summer,” said Cailteux. “We got to see a few
museums and cathedrals. We

returned to school from their
winter break, the SLUH students began working with
kids, many of whom had
autism, ADHD, and other
behavior issues, at Special
School 16. Additionally, every four days, the seniors
rotated going to Gymnasium
209, SLUH’s partner school,
to help students in English
classes.
Overall, all of the students thought the trip was
a great experience and very
beneficial to their learning of
the Russian language.
“Getting to speak Russian on a daily basis was
pretty cool. I saw such a leap
in my speaking abilities with
being able to navigate a Russian city,” said Cailteux.
“Actually working with
the kids every morning put
a smile on my face. I want to
go there every day,” said Biermann.

Seniors in Russia during the Epiphany.
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Students serve in Puerto Rico after mass
destruction of hurricanes

7

BY Luke Wilmes
CORE STAFF

D

isaster struck the island of
Puerto Rico in the form
of Hurricane Maria in late September 2017. Left without electricity, water, and shelter, the
citizens cried out for help. Listening from almost 2000 miles
away was St. Louis U. High, and
SLUH chose to answer the call.
While many seniors were
meeting for their projects in
Russia and Honduras or skimming through the list of St.
Louis area opportunities, Campus Ministry developed a plan
to send a convoy of students
to Puerto Rico to help with
whatever was needed. Spanish
teacher Magdalena Alvarado
was chosen as chaperone because she grew up in Puerto
Rico and knew a lot about its
culture.
“I told Campus Ministry
that it would mean a lot to me
to go down there and help the
island,” said Alvarado.
Former Choral Director
Joe Koestner tagged along for
the ride as Alvarado’s co-chaperone.
“I chose Doc Koestner because he’s very handy with tools
and does a lot of rehab work on
houses. I felt that if we were to
be doing a lot of construction
work, he would be great to have
and he also knows Spanish,”
said Alvarado.
After announcing the
project opportunity at a senior
meeting, Campus Ministry selected six applicants to make
the journey: Eric Schnelker,
Liam Heffernan, Jack Bunn,
Jake Johnson, Matthew Stauder, and Connor Worley.
“I wanted to do service
different than the service that
was offered here. I like cleaning, rebuilding all of that, but
that is not offered in St. Louis,”
said Bunn. “The more important reason I did service in
Puerto Rico is because the media has sort of forgotten about
the island, yet they clearly still
needed help.”
“I remember first hearing
about this project during our
first Senior Project assembly. I
was originally wanting to work
with immigrants and refugees,
hoping that I could utilize some
Spanish. When I heard about
this opportunity, I thought,
‘Wow, what a neat opportunity.’
I had heard a lot about the situation on the news, but I wanted
to go and see for myself what
was really happening,” said
Stauder.
“I had read in the news
about how Puerto Rico wasn’t
getting enough aid in the government, so my reason for
wanting to go down there was
twofold. I wanted to see if what
I had heard was true, and I
wanted to do anything I could
to help,” said Heffernan.
The only thing the group
knew about their service before
arriving in Puerto Rico was
that they were there to help the
communities rebuild from the
hurricane damage. The projects
fell into the group’s lap when
needed, and then presented
challenges for everyone.
“Every project we did was
very hard and very dirty,” said
Alvarado.

Seniors Matt Stauder, Eric Schnelker, and Jake Johnson in Puerto Rico. photo | Magdalena Alvarado

“The most challenging
was just working in the heat
day after day,” said Bunn.
“It was challenging not
speaking Spanish, because it
made it harder to interact with
the people we met,” said Heffernan.
Their first project was to
clean up a basketball court in a
poor neighborhood.
“The purpose of the court
was to give the children a place
to meet and play so that they
aren’t tempted to join a gang
or something like that,” said
Alvarado.
“My favorite moment
on Project was when we were
working to clean up a basketball court that was used by an
after school program in the
barrio in which we were working,” said Heffernan. “It was the
end of the day, and kids started
arriving at the after school program and so we got to play with
them which was really cool because we had spent all day doing work and then actually got
to see the fruits of our labor.”
The troupe hit a lull for a
couple days after finishing the
basketball court.
“The most challenging
part of the project was toward
the beginning when we were
trying to find things to do. It
showed how important communication is, and I think one
of the main reasons the island
is in the state it’s currently in is
because of poor communication,” said Stauder.
Unsure of what to do
or who to serve, they turned
to their host’s residence. The
group had been staying at Buen
Pastor, a retreat house of religious sisters who were without
electricity and some of whom
were elderly and in need of assisted living. With their new
free time, SLUH decided to
give back to their hostesses.
“We noticed that there
was a lot of debris and damage
to their property, so we spent
that whole week cleaning up
and chopping down bamboo
from the power lines,” said Alvarado. “That allowed for the
electrical company to be able
to make repairs, which should
bring the sisters electricity in
the next few weeks.”
We could really see all the
impact we had made on the
road along which we worked.

It was really satisfying to see
the giant pile of bamboo trunks
and know that we had done all
of that work,” said Stauder.
To conclude their service
to the sisters, SLUH repaired
a large metal sign on an adjacent property and cleaned up a
collapsed gazebo to the Virgin
Mary.
“I was impacted most by
the Sisters at Buen Pastor,” said
Stauder. “The nuns welcomed
us with open arms and made
us dinner every night.The generosity and selflessness of the
nuns we stayed with impacted
me probably the most on this
trip, and to be able to give back
to them by cleaning up their
property was awesome.”
Their third project was
in a small, poor community
called Vietnam that was right
on the San Juan Bay. The SLUH
group cleaned up a beach area
and courtyard at a school so
that the children could play
and gather after school. This
project was especially meaningful to Bunn.
“We had been working
on cleaning up a court for an
after school children’s center
to use. The center took kids in
from 3 to 6, provided a snack,
helped with homework, and of
course got some play time. After spending three days cleaning up the court, we got to see
the children actually using it
that afternoon. That was a very
satisfying moment,” said Bunn.
The final project was also
in the Vietnam community, but
involved putting tarps on three
elderly women’s houses in place
of their missing roofs. The long
term hope is that through fundraising and SLUH’s upcoming
Mission Week, SLUH will be
able to provide proper roofing
for the three women in need.
It was on the rooftops of
Vietnam that Bunn saw an incredible example of service.
“We knew we had to see
three ladies’ houses and the
community leader took us
around. While we were on top
of one of the houses, he looked
at us and said there’s my house.
His house did not have a roof
either and he had been staying with his father. This person
was more concerned with the
three other ladies getting a roof
rather than himself. That was
impactful,” said Bunn.

Having given their time
and talents, the SLUH group
gave their final gifts of service
to Puerto Rico: their treasure.
They ended up doing a lot of
tourism on the weekends to
help put some money back into
the island’s economy, which,
before Hurricane Maria, was 40
percent dependent on tourism.
“We worked during the
week and on weekends we
would go sightseeing. That way,
we could buy souvenirs and
purchase locally grown food to
help the local economy,” said
Alvarado.
The Puerto Rico trip was a
huge success. The SLUH group
made large, visible impacts on
the community, and in turn,
the Puerto Ricans made large,
invisible impacts on the SLUH
servants.
“What I will miss the most
is the hospitality of the people
there. Through the midst of
these challenging times for the
Commonwealth, they continued to remain positive and
optimistic while continuing
to work hard to rebuild,” said
Stauder.
“I’ll miss how relaxed everything on the island was—
things weren’t as fast paced and
hectic as things are here, and it
was really nice for a change to
be able to slow down more and
appreciate things,” said Heffernan. “What I’ll miss about
the people is how hopeful and
welcoming they all were. I
mean not even a year ago the
entire island was wracked by
a hurricane, and not a single
person we met was hostile or
unwelcoming and in fact gave
us everything we could need
and thanked us for doing what
we were.”
“I am going to miss having
time with the other SLUH guys
that were down there as well
the jesuit priests that we met at
Centro San Ignacio. Those two
really helped us get out project
started and connected us with
the people that we served,” said
Bunn.
“We really built good relationships with the people down
there. I hope this project will
be continued in the future because there is a lot for our guys
to learn and experience and to
share with the people,” said Alvarado.
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History department discusses
curriculum off campus
Sam Tarter and
Carter Fortman
BY

REPORTERS

T

he Social Studies department met off campus last Monday to outline
the goals of their curriculum as part of a school-wide
curriculum review.
The teachers and leaders of this department met
on the Saint Louis University campus in a conference
room in Jesuit Hall. In the
morning, the department
focused on specific goals
for each individual class
and grade level. Each class
solidified where they want
their students to end up
at the end of the year, and
what specific knowledge
they want to be carried on
by those students.
Later in the afternoon,
the main focus for the department was deciding what
methods they were going to
take in order to allow students to use the skills and
knowledge they learned in
class in the outside world.
This is done with a curriculum framework known as
Understanding by Design.

This process uses methods
of teaching and new topics
that will appeal to students
to keep them more invested
in what they are learning,
and therefore lead to them
being able to use this knowledge beyond the classroom.
“This process of curriculum writing involves
reviewing the current curriculum we do right now,
which is pretty darn good,
but we always want to be
asking ourselves, ‘Is it as
good as it can be?’” said
Social Studies Department
chair Kevin Foy. “We try
to make sure if we should
change anything, or what
we think is really good and
if we should keep it. These
are the types of questions
that educators want to be
asking themselves all the
time.”
“We worked to write
our department understandings, essential knowledge, and (essential) skills,”
said social studies teacher
Ann Marie Lodholz. “We’re
trying to think, what would
a SLU High junior who’s
taken all of our required

course—what would they be
able to do and what would
they know?”
The Social Studies department was accompanied
by Ian Gibbons, S.J., who
used to be a social studies
teacher himself.
“Since he used to teach
social studies and he is familiar with Understanding
by Design, it was really nice
for him to join us,” said Foy.
“It’s also just nice to have
another perspective, especially from someone who
has a different frame of reference than the teachers.”
Overall, the meeting
was used as a way for the
teachers in the department
to become better organized
and well-suited for the upcoming events.
“This is a really nice
opportunity for us to be
collegial with each other.
Of course we all work in
the same office, but when
we are here we have 100 different things competing for
our time and energy, so to
be able to get away and organize is nice,” said Foy.

Foreign Language department
frames new curriculum
Chris Staley and Peter Campbell
BY

REPORTERS		

W

hile students who
take a foreign language enjoyed their extra
free period last Thursday,
the Foreign Language department traveled to Jesuit
Hall at SLU to hold a workshop with Kira Mocon, administrator in the Valley
View school district outside
of Chicago.
Teachers at St. Louis
U. High have been wokring
with a new curriculum
framework this year called
Understanding by Design
(UbD), which was the topic
during this workshop. Mocon helped to give the department a better idea of
how UbD could shape or
change their curriculum.
During the day, Mocon
explained to the teachers
the steps and challenges that
her school ran into implementing Understanding by
Design. She also explained
the things that she would

do over and change if they
had a second go around,
especially how to be more
proficient in the classroom.
Russian teacher and
department chair Robert
Chura also explained that
Mocon left them with a
four-year model which the
department could build off
of at each level. This model
allows the teachers to have
a better understanding of
how to teach UbD in the
classroom, and be able to
become more familiar with
it themselves.
“What it was was this
French teacher talking
about proficiency and how
you assess proficiency and
how you take students from
novice learning to advanced
learning proficiency,” said
Latin teacher Jennifer Ice.
“The purpose of the
day was for us a department
to better approach this project, and what it looks like
from a school who has done
it very successfully,” said
Chura.
However, as fulfilling

as the day was it also had
different effects on different
foreign language teachers.
Ice explained how the talk
was directed more towards
modern languages than
classical languages.
“For modern languages
you obviously need to be
proficient with hearing,
speaking, reading, writing,” said Ice. “For historical languages, she wasn’t as
informed, but Mr. Esswein
and I said you want to be
proficient in reading for
Latin.”
In the end, Chura was
pleased with what Mocon
had to offer for their new
curriculum, and has high
hopes for what holds in the
upcoming years.
“I am most excited
about this four-year model, and implementing this
more in my classroom. Also
I think everybody was able
to take a little something
different away from it,” said
Chura.
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Chess steamrolled by Metro;
chances for playoffs are high
BY Paul Gillam
CORE STAFF

S

t. Louis U. High varsity
chess suffered their worst
defeat of the season to the
hands of rival Metro Academic
and Classical High School on
Wednesday by a score of 24 1/2
to 5 1/2 .
One of the positives of the
day was that SLUH boarded
seven players, the most of the
year. Board one was occupied
by junior John Marx, board two
by sophomore Thomas Reilly,
board three by junior Paul Gillam, and boards four, five, six,
and seven by sophomores Garrett Seal, Kevin Stein, Brandon
May, and Ben Gremaud respectively. With draws by Reilly and
Stein, SLUH’s score totaled five-

repeatedly threatened his opponent’s bishop with his queen
and when his opponent moved
her king to protect the bishop,
he checked her king, forcing it back and then moving
his queen back to the same
square to re-attack the bishop.
Instead of being stuck in repetition, the Metro player, who
had a slight advantage, offered
a draw, which Reilly accepted.
The draw secured the win for
Metro.
Gillam’s game began
downhill from the start. His
opponent began the game on
the defensive, but the strong defense proved to be a solid base
for a later attack. As in Marx’s
game, Gillam’s opponent never
had a strong material advantage
but with such a strong position,

using his queen for a strong
attack, gained control, but allowed his opponent to even it
out when he forced Stein into
a queen-rook trade. In the final
minutes, Stein had a pawn and
a king to his opponent’s king
but was not able to promote the
pawn, and ended with a draw.
May’s game began in a
standard fashion, with both
players bringing out their
knights and trading off pieces
until the middle game. In the
middle game, May’s opponent
capitalized on a mistake May
made and gained a bishop.
From there, May’s opponent
used her extra bishop to snag
some of May’s pawns and then
marched one of her pawns
down the board for promotion, exchanging the pawn for

Junior Thomas Reily in his match against Metro

and-a-half points. Gremaud
had the only win of the day, but
unfortunately, because he was
not playing a varsity board, his
win did not count towards the
SLUH point total.
Marx, who suffered his
first defeat of the season, played
a valiant game against his opponent, who is regarded as one
of the best players in the league.
Marx opened his game on the
defensive while his opponent
began aggressively. Although
material remained even, Marx’s
opponent had a positional advantage which allowed him to
slowly trap Marx in one corner
of the board. In the final several
minutes of the game, Marx got
a second wind and came close
to a checkmate, but was not
able to overcome his disadvantage. Marx ran out of time to
end the game.
Reilly began his game by
hanging (when a piece is allowed to be captured without
consequence) his knight and,
as he was down a knight, it appeared his opponent had the
game in the bag. But Reilly
bounced back to force a draw.
The draw occured when Reilly

he slowly choked out Gillam’s
pieces. Towards the end of the
game, Gillam forked his opponent’s king and rook to take the
rook and a knight advantage.
But due to lack of time, he blundered and hung his knight and
his opponent checkmated him
quickly afterwards.
Seal’s opponent played
an opening that he had never
played against, so right off the
bat Seal’s opponent took control. The game took a major
downhill turn when Seal hung
a rook in the middle game and
quickly finished off the game
from there. His opponent, having two rooks at the end of the
game, checkmated Seal on the
side of the board using both
rooks and a pawn.
Stein had control of the
entirety of his game, but he
could not capitalize and win.
Stein grabbed his first lead
in the beginning of his game
when he forked his opponent’s
king and queen with a knight
and traded the knight for the
queen. But the game evened
out in the middle when Stein
hung his rook. Near the middle
of the game Stein once again,
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a queen. With the extra queen,
she checkmated May on the
back rank.
Gremaud, who was playing in his first varsity match,
began his game by missing an
opportunity to take a free rook,
but eventually gained a lead
with a fork that won him a bishop. With the bishop advantage,
Gremaud whittled down his
opponent’s pieces and ended on
a backrank checkmate.
“I was hoping that we
would come out of it with a
win. It was a very hard fought
match though, and it was
much closer than the score reflects, because several of those
games could have gone either
way. One thing I really like was
how our guys kept fighting and
turned the tables in many of the
games,” said varsity chess coach
Rich “Chesswein” Esswein.
Next week, John Burroughs will visit SLUH for the
final match of the season. While
it seems likely that SLUH will
make the playoffs, the match
against Burrought could decide
their fate.
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Black History Month plans in place for Feb.

Dilworth conducts SLUH choirs during assembly

(continued from page 4)

that made it happen were
smart to provide history and
context to the problems we
discussed,” said senior Matt
Rauschenbach.
Dilworth’s speech highlighted the importance of
Black History Month to
Kovarik and Curdt.
“I think that Black History is our history. It’s an
important part of who we
are, where we came from,
and where we’re going,” said
Kovarik. “I think too often
we don’t look at that part of
our history, and that holds
us back from understanding
where we’ve been and where
we’re going.”
“I think what Black History Month is about is commemorating black excellence
in the face of oppression,
and you think about how
intertwined that is with our
school’s history and our
city’s history,” said Curdt.
“It’s definitely information
that us as citizens of St. Louis
and SLUH students need to
come to terms with.”
Other members of
SLUH’s community also
thought that Dilworth’s
speech stressed why Black
History Month is significant

to those of us who are not
African American.
“I thought the speech in
general was really good and
did an excellent job of making it clear that Black History
Month isn’t just history for a
specific group of people—it’s
all of our history, just from a
perspective we don’t usually
see it,” said senior Liam Heffernan.
However, many people still recognized SLUH’s
rough history with racial injustice and how much room
they have left to grow.
“I think we need to be
honest and speak openly and
freely about not just what
makes us comfortable, but
also what makes us uncomfortable about race relations
and cultural dynamics in
general. I think that students
can become agents of social
justice and social change
and identify those aspects in
their own lives or the lives of
the people around them in
which there is still seems to
be racial insensitivity happening out of perhaps ignorance or perhaps even hate
that seem to have to have
racial overtones. Those are
things that students can do
right here to make the most
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safe and most welcoming
environment possible,” said
Dilworth. “I think faculty
and staff should perhaps
think about efforts to recruit
more students of color and
more faculty of color so that
students of color can have
more role models to look up
to and that they understand
that there are people of color

that can teach who would
probably love to be at an institution like this.”
“I was incredibly surprised that Ms. Harrison
was the first black woman to
teach at SLUH, and the last.
I think that is something
that SLUH should look at
and consider whether they
are doing enough to be an

inclusive employer,” said
Rauschenbach.
After
the
speech,
Kovarik thanked Dilworth
and other members of the
community, such as math
teacher Dan Schuler, Gibbons, and Claggett. Kovarik
also introduced several other initiatives in place for the
remainder of Black History
Month.
The first is an email initiative called Voices at SLUH
where an email featuring a
testimony from a student
about Black History will
be sent out every Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday. The
reflections from students are
essays for a number of different SLUH English classes.
“I think they’re really
compelling personal testimonies that are eye-opening
and help us to see how issues
of race affect everybody,”
said Kovarik.
The SLUH Film club
will be showing Get Out, an
academy award nominated
social satire film with elements of horror and comedy,
on Feb. 8.
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The assembly was closed
by Claggett with a poem, “I,
Too” by Langston Hughes,
and a prayer. Before students
emptied the Commons,
however, Dilworth returned
to the stage to lead SLUH in
a community sing of “This
Little Light of Mine.”
“A lot of the music that
I write speaks to issues of
unity, speaks to issues of social justice, speaks to issues
of hope, of perseverance.
Those messages are important to me,” said Dilworth.
“My hope through music is
to spread those ideas and
to help people to understand not only more about
the world around them, but
maybe understand more
about themselves and the
power that music can have
to bring people from all different backgrounds together.
Music is a very unifying
force in the universe and I
believe that that’s part of my
mission, to bring that music
to the masses.”

Students reflect on questions posed by student lectors at yesterday’s assembly
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Hockey closes regular season with best record Early basketball deficit
too big to overcome
in history; wins playoff opener
against Statesmen
BY Justin
STAFF

T

Freshman Matthew Warnecke on a break against Chaminade last Friday at Affton.

Nathan Langhauser
and Ben Dattilo
BY

SPORTS EDITORS

L

et the playoffs begin! The
St. Louis U. High hockey
team began the round robin
stage of the Mid States Hockey Challenge Cup playoffs last
night with an impressive victory over MICDS 8-0. Senior
captain Joe Winkelmann led
the way with four goals. The
Jr. Bills continue their playoff run with games against
Oakville and Chaminade later
this week.
To close out the regular season, hockey topped

Chaminade last Friday night
8-1, earning the best regular
season record in school history, 20-1 overall.
“I feel we are more cohesive and for hockey it’s important for teams to feel like
a team rather than a bunch
of individuals, which has
changed from past years,” said
Winkelmann. “Each day we
think about it as a team game
and try to stick together.”
In their final regular season game, the Jr. Bills looked
to send a message to a Chaminade team that they will now

face again in the playoffs. A
combination of missing the
offensive first line and aggressive play from Chaminade
led to the Jr. Bills struggling
to find any clear cut chances
at net through the first nine
minutes. The Red Devils
earned a few chances on oddman breakaways, but junior
goalie Dylan Bak stood his
ground and made a few key
saves to deny Chaminade.
SLUH finally broke
through with 5:35 left in
the first period when junior
Christian Berger pounded
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his stick on the ice, calling for
the puck at the point and then
ripping a one-timer into the
twine on a saucer pass from
senior Jack Wachter.
From there, the Jr. Bills
started to take more control,
staying in their offensive
zone, pinning Chaminade.
On a break of his own with
2:58 left in the first, junior
Henry Wagner put the moves
on the goalie while a defender
was riding his tail, sliding the
puck under the goalie’s pads
to double the SLUH lead.

continued on page 11

Racquetball sweeps Lafayette despite
giving up early leads
BY Liam
STAFF

John

T

he varsity racquetball
team beat Lafayette on
Tuesday, going 7-0 in matches
and 14-0 in games.
Senior Nick Patritti had
the toughest match, winning
15-8, 15-11. The match began
with Patritti and his opponent
Derek Crocker passing each
other for five turnovers before Crocker got his first point
against Patritti.
Patritti was down 4-0
before scoring a point with a
crosscourt shot to the backhand that Crocker was expecting down the forehand.
Patritti eventually caught
up with Crocker to win the
game through his fantastic
lob nicks.
In the second game, Patritti went down 5-0 because
he was leaving the down the
line area of the court open
and hitting the ball right to
Crocker for good setups. But
Patritti eventually tied the
game up at 10 with an ace to
the forehand, which he followed with another win.
“It was the worst match
I played all year,” said Patritti.
“Gotta step it up before state.”
The doubles team of
sophomores Nick Schulze
and Andrew Porterfield also
started off behind, 3-0. Their
opponents, William Sherman

Varsity Racquetball on Tuesday after the Lafeyette match.

and Michael Hui, continuously questioned the calls made
by the referees, causing PorterSchulze to let their emotions control how they played.
They skipped a great deal of
balls, but after beating their
opponents 15-9 in the first
game, the team adapted. They
won the second game 15-2.
Senior Steven Zak won
his match 15-5, 15-2. He
controlled how his opponent
played by forcing him away
from the center of the court
and passing him down the
line. Although his opponent
had a great deal of strength,
Zak played with strategy.

Senior James Storgion
beat Shlok Natarajan with
ease—15-3,15-3.
“The ceiling balls were
good, but the angles were
even gooder,” said Storgion.
Senior Adam Hanson
had a similar game, winning 15-4, 15-3. After losing
the first couple points of the
match, Hanson started using
crosscourt and down-the-line
shots in order to gain back the
points he lost and to win the
match.
Junior Matt Hayes won
his match 15-4, 15-2 making
few mistakes, but overall, a
great match for him.

Koesterer

he win from last week’s
double overtime victory
at CBC pushed the team’s momentum into a much-awaited
game against Webster Groves.
Last year’s game the SLUH
faithful tried to forget; Webster took it 59-43. The Bills
did a little better this time, but
nevertheless fell to the Statesmen by seven.
Amid the days of college
recruiting, SLUH faced the giant task of stopping Webster
Groves senior Carte’are Gordon. The 6’9” 275-pounder
committed to SLU over a
year ago, choosing his hometown school over offers from
Duke, North Carolina, and
Mizzou. Gordon, in a tandem
with senior Courtney Ramey
(offers from Villanova, Mizzou, Oklahoma State, UCLA)
has been headlining papers
throughout the past couple
years.
Webster won the tip, and
immediately drained a three
to set the tone of the game.
The Statesmen would hit
more than ten threes throughout the game; combined, the
teams put up five threes alone
in the first quarter. The threes,
mixed with a barrage of errors
from the Jr. Bills, were both
major factors in Webster’s
victory. After a second three
however, senior Mikey Sanders stood up and knocked
down one of his own.
The presence of Gordon had, for the most part,
been quelled through the
first quarter. The exception
came when Gordon found a
mismatch on the post against
junior Trip Dolan, almost a
foot smaller, and posted up.
Dolan played strong defense,
even against the mismatch in
Gordon. That basket would be
Gordon’s only of the quarter,
which ended 15-11 Webster.
SLUH turned the ball

over four times early in the
second quarter, and the
Statesmen went on an 8-0 run
to increase their lead to 23-11.
SLUH stopped the run
momentarily via senior AJ
Hardin drawing a foul and
finishing for an “and 1”, but
added on another 7-0 run
before the Bills scored again.
Sanders hit a jumper and senior Sam Ratterman rattled in
a corner three. Gordon then
hit a buzzer-beater to end the
half, and SLUH sunk to 15
points below the Statesmen.
But the Jr. Billikens didn’t
play as if the game were out
of reach, because it wasn’t.
It did, however, take them
a little into the third to find
their stride. It took two and
1’s from the Statesmen and a
fourth personal foul by senior
Matt Leritz, to be specific. The
third ended with the Statesmen at the pinnacle of their
lead, 52-28.
The fourth, however,
went SLUH’s way. The guard
combination of Sanders and
Hardin brought to the match
what the team had needed
through the first three quarters. Hardin pulled up for a
jumper, Sanders hit a three,
and then another one, and
Hardin drew an and 1, and
made the free throw. Just like
that, the Jr. Bills were surging
on an 11-0 run, and the Webster lead was suddenly cut in
half.
“Yeah, Mikey and AJ
started picking it up in the
4th (quarter), so I knew I had
to respond as well. I wish we
would’ve played like that before though,” Leritz said.
Leritz then responded
to Hardin and Sanders’ improved play, and fought hard
with Gordon, trading buckets starting with Gordon
and ending the second time
through with Leritz hammering a chopper three from
downtown. With a few more

continued on page 11
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Finally, junior Ryan
Lieser had his best match of
the season with a win of 151, 15-3. He followed what he
learned in his lessons and
practices with ceiling balls
and high percentage shots, allowing him to take his opponent down.
The varsity team will be
taking on Lindbergh for the
second time this season on
Monday at Vetta Concord.
The team is also perfecting its
best serves and down the line
shots at practice in order to
prepare for State and Nationals.

Senior Matt Leritz at Webster last Friday.

photo | Jonel Olar

SPORTS

February 2, 2018

Rifle practices hard prepping for State
BY Nick Prainito
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity rifle team is gearing
up for the final stretch of the
regular season. The team performed at the 3-P CMP Championship last Saturday, and
has five or six matches left in
the regular season before the
State Championship match,
where they hope to perform
well enough to qualify for the
National Championship.
At last Saturday’s match,
both the varsity and JV squads
shot. For the varsity, juniors
Adam Stemmler and hayden
Steingruby had been consistent high-scorers throughout
the season and lived up to that
expectation at the match. In
fact, the two teams performed
well enough to qualify for the
State Championship.
“We will go down to the
match, shoot as a team, and
hope to qualify,” said junior
Anthony Rizzo, referring to
the National Tournament.
Since there are no seniors
on the rifle team this year, the
team is stacked with underclassmen, particularly juniors,
and their efforts in leading the
team—mainly through demonstrations of skill and responsibilities—have paid off.
The juniors have led the way
shooting scores around the
560 mark.
“It was really our true
juniors, [Adam] Stemmler,
[Hayden] Steingruby, and
[Jack] Doyle, they shot well,”
said assistant coach Zachary
Brooks about last Saturday’s
match. “We won the CMP
Championship which qualifies us for regionals.”
“When we’re seniors, we
need to teach the (JV team) all
we know,” said Rizzo. “We’ll
be all gone, it’ll be just (the

underclassmen).”
“Hayden and Jack and
Adam, they’ve really matured.
Freshmen look up to them
and juniors have to step up,”
said Brooks, who noted that
Rizzo and junior Max Wilson
had also been stepping up.
The stacked junior class
has lots of experience under
their belt. “Adam, Hayden,
and Jack have been shooting since freshman year,” said
Rizzo, who himself has been
on the team since sophomore
year. “Knowing that we’re the

to shoot around a 570 or 580.
The team’s rigorous practice schedule has been one
method to their success so far.
“We practice every day,”
said Rizzo, noting shooters could skip one day of the
week.
Of the three positions in
rifle, the team has been practicing and standing the most.
When asked what the one
most important thing was,
Rizzo said “standing practice.”
The team focuses two practice
days on this position—Tues-
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Hockey opens playoffs; looks to
Oakville game tonight
(continued from page 10)

However, the Red Devils quickly replied when their
captain, Alexander Stewart,
was left alone in the neutral
zone and beat Bak one-onone with 1:57 left in the period. The breakaways have hurt
the Jr. Bills all season and this
was no exception. The first period ended 2-1 SLUH.
“I think our defensive
play will be much more solid
throughout the playoffs. We
have had a different lineup
every game, so it has become
difficult to build chemistry among the team,” said
Wachter.
During the intermission,
the coaching staff must have
said something that stuck with
the SLUH offense because in
the second period they tallied
five goals to pull away and put
the game to rest. Senior Kevin
Einig scored a hat trick in a
period.
SLUH vs MICDS Hockey

Shooters in the SLUH Rifle Range.

last (oldest) of the group, we
need to move up,” said Rizzo,
referring to continuing improvements in performance.
To improve for the State
Championship match, the
team will need to continue
its upward trend on shooting results. Throughout the
season, the team has ranked
from scores in the 550s to
scores now in the high 570s.
To qualify for the National
Tournament
automatically
from State, everyone will have
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day and Thursday.
The team shoots again
tomorrow in its second match
against Montgomery Bell
Academy from Nashville, this
time at SLUH’s rifle range. After this, the club has two more
matches before the State Tournament in Ozark, Mo. There,
individual performances will
need to amount to a score of
2280 to automatically qualify
for the National Tournament.

Basketball rains threes on
Webster in fourth quarter; beats
Hickman
on Tuesday
(continued from page 10)
traded baskets in between, than seven points, and the fiSanders then hit a three to re- nal score read 65-58 Webster.
duce the lead to single-digits,
“Yeah, we knew what he
eight to be exact. But the Jr. (Gordon) would bring to the
Bills couldn’t get any closer
SLUH VS HICKMAN BASKETBALL
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Senior AJ Hardin (with ball) against Webster Groves last Friday.

game. He and Ramey both
are Division I level players.
I think we handled them alright, but we need to not turn
the ball over so much,” said
Leritz after the game.
Gordon, after defeating
the Bills, quit the Webster basketball team a few days ago
after reports of a disciplinary
issue with another student.
The Jr. Bills play tonight
against Chaminade at Chaminade.
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“I was really happy with
our play in the Chaminade
game,” said head coach Jack
Behan. “I thought we matched
their energy level early in the
game then pulled away as they
faded.”
Einig’s first came on a
shorthanded breakaway with
13:30 left, where he kept the
puck away from the defender
and beat the goalie glove side.
Freshman Matthew Warnecke
beat the goalie five-hole while
being tripped with 6:18 left,
causing the Chaminade coach
to switch their goalies.
Einig took advantage of

this switch on another breakaway with 3:50 left. New goalie, same move, 5-1 SLUH.
“I just wanted to get the
shot off quick, deceive the
goalie, and I guess it worked,”
said Einig.
Shortly after, with 3:17
left, Wagner scored his second on a breakaway, speeding
past the defenders, opening

legal hit,” said Behan. “Luckily Gus checked out medically
and was able to play in our JV
games Sunday and Monday.”
With just over seven
minutes left in the game, Einig
netted his fourth of the night
while Heithaus was being
checked out by the trainer, going through what looked like
a concussion test. The game
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the goalie up with side to side
puck movement and slotting
the puck home.
Einig earned his hat trick
after a shot from Watcher
was blocked by the goalie but
landed right on Einig’s stick
for an easy rebound goal with
1:17 left, 7-1 SLUH.
In the third period, the
Jr. Bills played a passing game,
keeping the clock moving
and restricting Chaminade to
constant defense. Seemingly
out of frustration and possibly with some ill intentions,
Chaminade’s captain elbowed
freshman Gus Heithaus near
the center circle.
Many of the fathers in
the crowd expressed their
discontent as the referees did
not eject Stewart or even give
him a penalty. One of the
SLUH assistants was yelling
at the referees and was given a
bench minor.
“Always disturbing to
see a player injured on an il-

ended 8-1 SLUH with the
Jr. Bills outshooting the Red
Devils 31-10.
SLUH plays a tough
Oakville team who always attracts a crowd tonight at 9:45
at Affton.
“The game on Friday is
going to be a challenge for
sure. Now that it’s playoffs everyone is going to be playing
their best hockey. They have a
big crowd usually, but as long
we stay focused there should
be no reason for that to affect
us,” said Einig.
“Our players respect
the talent on Oakville,” said
Behan. “They know we will
have a tough test. We had a
before school 6:00 a.m. practice Wednesday morning. The
players are really motivated to
prove our No.1 seed.”
Round robin games wrap
up on Monday against Chaminade at Queeny Park at 8:15.

Wrestling underclassmen host MCC
tournament; varsity splits tri-meet

BY Richard
REPORTER

A

Michalski

s the wrestling team begins winding down its
season, the freshman and
JV levels hosted their MCC
brothers this past Saturday in
the anual MCC tournament.
The tournament, being dual
format, allowed the team to
take on each team one by one
until a victor was decided.
As the final match came to a
close, both SLUH and Vianney were tied for first, and
only by tiebreaker did the Jr.
Bills take home the title.
“It was a really hardfought battle,” said freshman
Leo Wagner. “We had some
really good matches, but also
some duds. We can always get
better, and with our young
team, we have some time.”
The team followed up its
victory in the tournament by
heading to Festus on Monday
to take on both Festus and
Oakville. The team took on
Oakville first and snuck out a
close 30-27 victory.
A majority of the wins
came from byes, with senior
Rich Michalski, juniors Jake
Pineda, John Murphy, and
sophomore Kevin Flack all
winning without wrestling.
The only win came from
photo | Jonel Olar
sophomore Augie Lodholz,

who pinned his opponent at
the beginning of the third period to cement the win for the
team.
In the final match of the
night, the team took a quick
lead with a win by major decision from Pineda and pins
from freshman Bobby Conroy
and John Murphy. Byes were
taken by Flack and Michalski,
putting the final score at 48-27
Festus.
While the season is now
over for the C and JV teams,
some of the wrestlers will head

up to varsity for their tournament at Seckman this Saturday and possibly districts.
“I’m really glad to see
some of these younger guys
wanting to come up for the
rest of our season,” said head
coach Rob Nahlik. “To see
their attitude towards wrestling really gets me excited to
see where they go from here.”
The varsity will head to
Seckman this Saturday for
their last tournament in the
regular season.

art | Darrion Mullins
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Regular Schedule
Arrupe Summit Leadership
AP
Senior Class Mass
Freshman Liturgical musicians rehearsal
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Philly Cheesesteak
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
3:30PM V2 Racquetball vs. Lindbergh
JV2-2 Racquetball vs. Lindbergh
4:00PM B Basketball @ Chaminade
C Basketball (White) @ Chaminade
7:00PM V Basketball @ Chaminade
9:45PM V Hockey vs. Oakville

Around the Hallways
Arrupe Preview
Many St. Louis U. High
students will be attending
the upcoming Arrupe Leaders Summit in Mount Hermon, Califor. from Feb. 2-4.
Named for Pedro Arrupe,
who coined the term “men
for others,” it is an event that
freshmen and sophomores
can attend to strengthen their
relationships with God, their
peers, and themselves. The
Summit is also a great place
for students to connect with
fellow Jesuit brothers and sisters from across the country.
Campus Minister Nick Ehlman, who organized the summit this year, hopes that they
will learn that actions speak
louder than words and be able
to apply that mentality during
the rest of their time at SLUH
and furthermore, the rest of
their lives.
Junior class Mass
Last Friday, after various
changes to Campus Ministry’s schedule, the junior class
participated in its third quarter class Mass. The theme of
the celebration, as well as the
homily, focused on how students develop their faith, gifts,
and talents. Despite coinciding with the relaxed atmosphere of “Hoodie Friday,” and

some minor confusion about
that day’s readings, principal
Ian Gibbons, S.J. was very impressed with how much the
junior class participated and
remained engaged.
1818 registration
1818 registration, St.
Louis University’s dual enrollment program, opened up for
juniors to register Tuesday,
Jan. 23. Juniors who had not
previously registered for the
1818 program were able to
pick up forms that day. Forms
for juniors’ who had previously registered for 1818 were not
available until the following
day, Wednesday, Jan. 24. 1818
registration became available
to seniors Wednesday, Jan. 31.
AP registration
Advanced
Placement
testing registration for tests
became available to SLUH
students Jan. 28. To register
for these tests, students must
register through SLUH. Payment can be made for the tests
online via credit card, which is
the safest option, or through
US History teacher Bob
O’Connell by cash or check.
The registration fee is $94. The
registration deadline for the
tests is Friday, March 9.

Car parking registration
Assistant Principal of
Student Life Brock Kesterson
was pressing students to register their cars for the student
parking lot after an incident
with the Science Center and
a gas leak. According to Kesterson, some students with
unregistered cars mistakenly
parked in a section of the Science Center’s parking lot. On
another occasion, a gas leak
broke out in the parking lot,
and the repair company needed to move a student’s car.
In both incidents, since the
cars were not registered with
a number, Kesterson could
not figure out who to contact to move the cars. Walking through the parking lot,
Kesterson noticed numerous
students with unregistered
cars, and has warned, through
emails and announcements
over the PA, of a JUG and a
fine of $25 for any student
who does not register their car
soon.

Bushlack visits junior English classes
Teaching Artist Anna
Bushlack conducted two sessions on the physicality of
character for around 90 students total in junior English.
Bushlack met English teachers
Steve Missey and Tim Curdt’s
classes during third period,
and Missey’s and Chuck Hussung’s classes during fifth
period, and ran the students
through a series of exercises
designed to highlight how actors make choices about how
to embody character. Fellow junior English teachers
Adam Cruz and Jennifer Carroll each attended one of the
sessions. The junior English
teachers were excited about
how the exercise will serve as
an interpretive lens as the students study Shakespeare this
quarter.
—compiled by Handley
Hicks, Jack Schweizer, Will Slatin, Grant Corsi

Underclassmen Briefs

PN Vault: Article from 1979 about
Mr. George’s new role as the literary magazine’s moderator, which
he would later rename Sisyphus.
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B Basketball
1/27
SLUH		60
Webster Groves 62
1/29
SLUH		48
MICDS 		
41
1/30
SLUH		42
Hickman 		
40
C White Basketball
1/27
SLUH		43
Webster Groves 23
JV Hockey
1/28
SLUH		8
Fort Zum. West 0
B Hockey
1/27
SLUH		9
Fox			4
JV1 Racquetball
1/30
SLUH A		
5
Lafayette		 0
JV2 Racquetball
1/26
SLUH A		
3
Chaminade		
2
1/30
SLUH A		
4
CBC			1
1/26
SLUH B		
2
Chaminade		
3
-compiled by Alex Fox and Nathan Langhauser

Saturday, February 3

Arrupe Summit Leadership
C/JV Wrestling @ Parkway South
V Wrestling @ Seckman

Sunday, February 4

Arrupe Summit Leadership
1:40PM B Hockey @ Marquette

Monday, February 5

Regular Schedule
Blood Drive
AP
Sisyphus goes on sale
Ash Wednesday Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Freshman Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Pizza Stick			
Lunch Special—Chick-Fil-A
Vegetarian—Mac and Cheese
3:30PM JV1-1 vs. Racquetball Lindbergh
V1 vs. Racquetball Lindbergh
8:15PM V Hockey vs. Chaminade

Tuesday, February 6

Regular Schedule
Harmony Prayer Service
AP
AP English Boot Camp
Freshman Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
St. Louis University
Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch Special—Brunch for lunch
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
University of Iowa
University of Central Missouri
Wednesday, February 7
Late Start Schedule
Musical Tech Begins
Lunch Special—Spicy Chicken Sandwich
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
3:30PM Jv2-1 Racquetball vs. Parkway West
4:00PM Jv1-2 Racquetball @ Chaminade
V2 Racquetball vs. Lafayette
4:30PM B Basketball vs. Ladue
6:00PM V Basketball vs. Ladue
Financial Aid Night for soph./jr. families
Thursday, February 8
Regular Schedule
Tech Week for the musical
AP
Freshman Scheduling
Cookie Sale
Missouri University of Science and Technology
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Papa John’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Pasta
3:30PM Jv2-2 Racquetball vs. CBC
Friday, February 9
Regular Schedule
Tech Week for the musical
AP
Ash Wednesday Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Freshman Class Mass
Cookie sales
Snack—Texas Sweet Pretzel
Lunch Special—Macho Nacho Bar
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
5:30PM B Basketball @ Vianney
7:00PM V Basketball @ Vianney
calendar | Liam John

SLUH tweet of the
week: St. Louis U. High
@sluhjrbills
Seniors sharing with underclassmen where they
encountered God in senior service. #SLUH200
AMDG

