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Tuition to $17,100 for next school year
with 1.786 percent increase
BY Jack Schweizer
EDITOR IN CHIEF

T

he tuition to attend St.
Louis U. High has increased by 1.786 percent for
the 2018-2019 school year,
the lowest percent increase in
over 40 years, and the second
consecutive percent increase
below two percent.
Although the tuition increased by the same amount
last year, the percent increase
is smaller than last year’s
1.818 percent.
The cost will change
from $16,800 to $17,100, a
300 dollar increase.
Tuition increases have
remained at or below four
percent for the past seven
years, and below two percent
for the past two years, after
both Vice President of Administration Joe Komos and
President David Laughlin set
a goal to prevent a rise above
four percent.
“Looking back when I
came aboard, we were looking kind of consistent seven,
eight, nine percent increases,
and one of the first things we
talked about trying to do was
we made it our goal to keep
the increases in that three to
four range, which we did,”
said Komos.
“We had some average
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tuition increase around nine
percent—well, that’s three
times the cost of living and
that’s not sustainable. So we
were trying to and continue
to try to make sure that the
future of the school’s sustainability. It’s the human capacity
of the school,” said Laughlin.
The historically low increase did not happen by
accident. While the administration determines a new
number each year, a lot of
their work is strategic, continually predicting what they
want the tuition to cost five to
ten years into the future.
“I can remember having
this discussion as far back as
2006. The complexities of the
finances of the school were
something we just can’t look
at year after year. We have
to look at it in five and ten
year blocks to have a strategy for how to manage those
things. And great credit goes
to our trustees, who were really helpful with me to really
do some kind of financial visioning and planning,” said
Laughlin.
Laughlin has three main
criteria he prioritizes when
managing school finances:
lower tuition increases, ample
financial aid, and just compensation.

Komos, who has managed every budget since the
2012-2013 school year, credits the success to the zero base
approach to budgeting, which
he has relied since first starting at SLUH.
Instead of using information from previous school
years to come up with a new
budget, Komos asks each department and club moderator
to ignore what they asked for
last year, and send him a new
budget, only based on money
needed for the upcoming
school year. By analyzing everyone’s budget, one year at a
time, Komos and the faculty
discover areas they can cut
back, or realize not as much
money is needed as it was in
the previous year.
“A lot of emphasis is
looking at the details and
doing various analysis to understand how we’re spending
our money, but also working closely with department
heads and club moderators
and all the administration to
take the time to really study
and review how we’re spending our money,” said Komos.
Komos’s work is dedicated and directed toward the
SLUH families. He wants to
honor their sacrifices to the

268 future Jr. Bills admitted to
Class of 2022

BY Ben Klevorn
STAFF

T

his past Friday, 268 students from 59 different
zip codes and 102 elementary
schools were offered admittance into the St. Louis U.
High class of 2022.
“They are a group of very
qualified young men who have
such a diverse background,
whether it’s their ethnicity, interests, or talents. We are very
excited for them to come to
SLUH,” said Director of Admissions Anja Schmelter.
SLUH received a total of
298 applications, which continued an up-and-down trend

from previous years. Admissions saw a 9.5% increase in
the number of applicants from
last year (272 applicants), a
4.3% decrease from the class
of 2020 (311 applicants), a
5.3% increase from the class
of 2019 (283 applicants), and
a 8.4% decrease from the class
of 2018 (323 applicants).
Typically, around 93% of
the applicants are accepted to
SLUH, but just 89.9% of this
year’s applicants were admitted. The last class to have an
acceptance rate lower was the
class of 2018, which accepted
88.5% of its applicants.
While 81% of the ac-

cepted applicants are Catholic,
only 49% of the feeder schools
were Catholic, a huge decrease
from the past years.
“As Catholic schools
across St. Louis are closing and
merging, you’re seeing about
the same number of Catholic students, but less Catholic
schools being represented,”
said Schmelter.
83.6% of students in the
class of 2022 identify as Caucasian, a slight increase from
the past two years, but a slight
decrease from the classes of
2019 and 2018. Additionally,
just 6% are African American

continued on page 5

art | Darion Mullins

Community shocked and
saddened after sudden death of
Bill Anderson’s wife
BY Jack Schweizer
EDITOR IN CHIEF

S

cience teacher Bill Anderson’s wife, Deborah
Anderson, was killed in a
car accident on interstate
continued on page 4 44 this past Sunday, shocking the St. Louis U. High
community and eliciting an
outpouring of prayers and
support. She was 63.
Deborah
Anderson,
who went by Debby, was
travelling back to her home

in Ballwin after visiting her
daughter and granddaughter in Springfield when the
accident occurred, according to Bill Anderson.
“It’s a drive she’s made
numerous times over the
past year,” said Anderson in
an email to the Prep News.
Multiple accidents occurred along the interstate
after a snowstorm, coupled
with freezing temperatures,
quickly descended on the

area and turned melted
snow into ice, according to
the St. Louis Post Dispatch.
“The storm more or
less came out of nowhere
and caught everyone off
guard,” said Bill Anderson.
Anderson was one of
five people killed in one of
650 crashes across Missouri
roads on Sunday. Anderson’s accident in particular
was part of a 12 car pile up,

continued on page 4

Fr. Pepe Ruiz, S.J. reveals rugged
living conditions in Puerto Rico
BY Jake Hennes
NEWS EDITOR

F

r. Pepe Ruiz, S.J., is back
at St. Louis U. High this
week and working magic in
a different way: he is making
students and teachers aware
of the situation in Puerto
Rico.
“After we decided to
make
this year about helping
Future student athletes in the Si Commons.
photo | Louis Barnes
our Jesuit brothers who had
been affected by different
SIGNING DAY: Seniors Daniel McMurran, Will Perryman, Will Rudder, Jared Scott, and Daniel Terry (from left to right) at the college sign- hurricanes, we decided to
make San Ignacio our mising ceremony yesterday. Read the full article in next week’s paper.
sion for Mission Week. Fr.
Hill came up with the idea
to have Fr. Ruiz come back
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Cailteux Crowds Competition
After weeks of rehearsal, senior
Sean Cailteux channeled his
Shakespearean spirit in the Regional Shakespeare Competition.
Page 2
news

So, what is studying?
For many students, SLUH is the
first time they have had to study.
How does SLUH help with this
transition? Page 2

Feature

Senior’s Opinion published
Senior Damen Alexander sacrifices lunches and free time to
publish opinion piece about 8th
Ward Alderman candidate Annie Rice. Page 3

Feature

Making “The Tackle”
OBJ can catch, Beast-mode can
run, and Mike Jones can tackle.
What’s it like to make a Super
Bowl-winning tackle? Page 3

Sports

to SLUH and talk to the students about his work down
there,” said STUCO moderator Katherine Toussaint. “I
just emailed him and I was
like ‘here is our idea,’ and
since he is from our community he knew what I was
talking about in terms of
Mission Week, and he just
worked with his schedule
and was able to come.”
Ruiz was already coming to the United States for
a conference, so coming to
SLUH worked out great.
“I talked to my superiors and it worked out per-

BallerBills Get a Pick-me-up
Basketball had a bloody bout
with the Red Devils, riddled with
technical fouls. But the Jr. Bills
got the rebound and dunked on
the Ladue Rams. Page 6
Sports

Hockey Washes Away the Hosers
Chaminade got chippy and
Oakville was obnoxious, but the
IceBills kept their cool. Page 6

fectly because there was a
date coming up for a pastor’s
meeting for the province in
Dallas that was around the
same time, so we coordinated them so I could come here
too. We set it up so I would
go to the pastor’s meeting
then come here then go back
to Puerto Rico,” said Ruiz.
While Ruiz was here,
he went to De Smet Jesuit to
talk to students and teachers and was in Theology and
Spanish classes at SLUH to
talk about the condition of
Puerto Rico.
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Senior Sean Cailteux brings the words of Shakespeare Study skills class aims
to life in city wide competition
to help underclassmen
BY Sam Tarter and Carter
Fortman
REPORTERS

L

ast Sunday, senior Sean
Cailteux represented St.
Louis U. High in the citywide
Shakespeare
Competition,
in which students from multiple schools read a sonnet or
monologue of about 15-20
lines from classic Shakespearean literature. Cailteux was
only one of 12 participants
that competed, and of those 12
competitors, he was the only
one that came from a Catholic single-sex high school. But
coming from SLUH was not
the only unique thing that
Cailteux brought to the table,
as he had one of the largest
support groups ever brought
to the competition.This consisted of some of his family members, as well as fellow
friends and students that were
in the production of Romeo
and Juliet alongside him last
November.
“I had quite a few people
there to cheer me on, including Mr. Hussung as the moderator and the majority of my
fellow cast members, which
was very helpful during the
competition,” said Cailteux.
“My group took up almost two
rows of seating, compared to

photo | courtesy of Sean Cailteux

Cailteux (top row, fourth from right) with his award.

about one or two people there
for everyone else, so that was
definitely one of the biggest
crowds ever held at a Shakespeare Competition.”
The competition was
held in the basement of the
library at Fontbonne University—the perfect size for a
group of about 12 competitors. Although it wasn’t the
same as competing on a stage,
it wasn’t going to “dwarf the
competition,” as Cailteux put
it.
The monologue that Cailteux performed was taken
from Shakespeare’s play, Measure for Measure. In this scene,
a character by the name of
Angelo is threatening a nurse

about torturing his brother.
Cailteux described this scene
as “disturbing and intense,”
which made it hard for him
to look anybody in the eyes
when practicing his performance. But when it finally
came time for him to perform
that morning, he stuck to a familiar face to say his lines to.
“My friend Bridget
Burke, who I got to know
through our time during the
play, came to my performance
that morning along with
other Romeo and Juliet cast
members,” said Cailteux. “Mr.
Hussung told me to choose
one seat to focus on during
my monologue, and Bridget
just so happened to sit in that

seat I had chosen. So in a way
it was kind of fate that I didn’t
say this crazy stuff to a complete stranger.”
Despite a chilling performance much to the delight of
his very large support group,
Cailteux did not place in the
competition.
Hussung commented on
Cailteux’s performance with
great pride.
“While I was disappointed with the outcome of the
competition, in no way was I
disappointed with Sean’s performance,” said Hussung. “I
do believe that he should have
been recognized, but I am still
very impressed with all the
hard work he did to give an
amazing monologue with incredible understanding.”
“Personally, I performed
my monologue the best that
I ever have, and for me that’s
what I am most proud of,”
said Cailteux. “In my opinion,
I beat myself with that performance every other time that I
had performed previously. If
there was a competition between that performance and
every other time I had done
a sonnet or monologue, that
would be the one that would
come out in first place.”

BY Steven
CORE STAFF

Zak

S

tarting in January, St.
Louis U. High began offering a new study skills class for
freshmen and sophomores.
English teacher and
freshman class moderator
Tim Curdt came up with the
idea and sent several emails
to parents of freshman and
sophomore students to gauge
interest. The amount of people
interested in taking the class
exceeded Curdt’s expectations
and caused him to have three
sessions per week on Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday.
“It’s a six-week course
designed to run for almost an
entire quarter,” said Curdt. “I
had to offer three sections because the initial response was
pretty thorough.”
The class helps keep
them on task with their school
work, but to also teach them
how to stay organized.
“Each section meets once
a week with lots of activities content and check-ins as
we go through how they are
managing their material and
their time and their focus in
school,” said Curdt.
“It has helped me get
more organized, especially
with my locker,” said fresh-

man Keenan Williams.
The class also teaches
students how their brain
works and what the best way
for studying would be for
them in different classes by
teaching them to think about
their own learning.
“It’s a presentation of an
approach that stresses skill
acquisition in executive functioning skills which includes
metacognitive self-awareness
of thinking about their own
learning and what is making
sense and what is not,” said
Curdt. “I teach them to be
responsible for making plans
and goals that encourage
more ownership in their own
learning.”
The reaction from students who have taken the
class are very positive so far.
Many have learned new ways
to study and keep them on
task.
“It helps set goals for
yourself, get your grades together, and helps you learn
about how your brain works
and how to do better in other classes,” said Williams.
“If [any underclassmen] are
struggling, [they should] definitely take it.”

Sustainablilty puts new SLUH hosts ten schools in annual Harmony
Prayer Service to discuss racial unity
spin on “trashy art”
BY Peter Campbell, Will
Slatin, and Sam Ortmann
REPORTERS, CORE STAFF

T

his past fall, the SustainaBills entered The Green
School’s Quest. The contest
involves 57 St. Louis-area elementary and high schools.
The project runs from Sept. 15,
2017 to March 11, 2018.
The Sustainability Club
will showcase their green-spirit
by rethinking the way we look
at art. They have been busy
sewing, creating upholstery,
and transforming trash into art
to show how St. Louis U. High

A piece of art in progress.

has impacted the environment
in a positive way, and hopefuly
win the competition.
Jenny Baca, a local art
director and interior designer
helping with the project, described the process “as taking
waste and trash, which people
think of unusable, and making
is usable.”
“We are putting a new
twist on trashy art,” said Baca.
They plan on taking old
clothes and making them into
pillows and cushions and creat-

ing a chicken coop made from
the robotics club’s recycled
parts. The finished work will be
displayed at SLUH on Friday,
March 23rd in the commons.
“I really enjoy creating the
artwork, and look forward to
seeing the finished product,”
said junior Darrion Mullins.
Sustainability Club moderator Anne-Marie Lodholz
has invited all of SLUH to participate, regardless of artistic
ability, as she wants to promote
the projects theme of inclusivity and wants to increase the
odds of winning the compe-

photo | Jack Schweizer

tion. However, in the end, the
awards and prizes don’t matter. It’s the impact this project
has on the community in and
around SLUH. The changes
start with the SLUH community as a whole, and rethinking
how people look at trash and
art in their daily lives.
“It’s not just about the students working on their projects, but also about how they
can get other people to change,”
said Baca.

BY Handley
STAFF

A

Hicks

CES, the Association
for Cultural Enrichment at SLUH, in conjunction with the Harmony
Project of St. Louis, hosted
the annual Harmony Prayer
service this past Tuesday at
St. Louis U. High focused
on increasing racial unity
in St. Louis’ high schools
and ultimately the St. Louis
metro area.
The service, organized
by ACES co-moderators Mr.
Dan Schuler and Mr. Adam
Cruz, included talks from
various SLUH faculty and
students, testamonies and
poetry from the students
from other schools that attended, and music played
by SLUH students. The service took place during 2nd,
3rd, 4th, and 5th periods,
as well as Activity Period.
It featured a service focused
on prayer in the chapel and
a leadership workshop in
the commons followed by
lunch. Eleven schools participated in the event: St.
Louis University High, Villa
Duchesne, Trinity Catholic, Rosati-Kain, Visitation
Academy, Ursuline Academy, St. Joseph’s Academy,
DeSmet Jesuit, Cor Jesu
Academy, Nerinx Hall, and
Incarnate Word Academy.
The day started with
a meet and greet in the Si
Commons to check in, take
attendance, and for the students and faculty from the
various schools to get acquainted with each other.
The meeting lasted for about
30 minutes. The group then

migrated to SLUH’s chapel
to listen to various speakers, both student and faculty, and to reflect in the spirit
of both spiritual and racial
unification.
The service began with
an opening prayer written
and read by Kameron Moses, a sophomore at SLUH.

Stefanescu spoke primarily about his parents’
experiences upon initially
moving to the States. They
experienced many instances of prejudice primarily
because they were immigrants. For example, Stefanescu’s mother was paid
26% less than another fe-

Students at the Harmony Prayer Service.

After the opening prayer,
the service shifted to various students and teachers
involved in the Harmony
Group sharing their testimonies and messages regarding race and social justice.
Victor Stefanescu, a
sophomore at SLUH, wrote
and read an essay about
both he and his family’s advantages as being perceived
as white and subsequent
discrimination for being
immigrants to America.
Both of Stefanescu’s parents
are immigrants who moved
to the U.S. in 1993 from Romania.

male who worked the same
job in the same department
as her, which would be 30%
less than another male in
the same department.
Stefanescu also encountered racism at his
grade school. He was not
always the center of these
events but was usually involved in some way. Stefanescu described how a
specific group of kids wrote
anti-Islamic and anti-Muslim phrases on pieces of paper consistently. Stefanescu
was very good friends with
a kid at his grade school
who was Muslim. Stefanescu observed these pieces of

paper and noted how the
teacher, who Stefanescu
thought had also seen the
phrases, did not respond in
any way to them.
“I talked about how
there was a common theme
of youth being uneducated
and unaccustomed to people who are different from

photo | courtesy of Mr. Adam Cruz

them. Until we can teach
kids from a young age what
true values of inclusion and
racial unity are, they will
never learn how to be interactive with people with
different personalities or
backgrounds from them,”
said Stefanescu.
Another student, who
chose to remain anonymous, wrote an essay which
was read at the service by
Cruz. The student wrote
about his experiences with
his cousin, who is lightskinned. The essay was
about how they experience
the world differently even

continued on page 4
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18 years later, Jones remembers ‘The Tackle’
that sealed Super Bowl XXXIV
BY Nathan Langhauser
SPORTS EDITOR

S

ix seconds left and the
Tennessee Titans were on
the St. Louis Rams ten yard
line. The Rams were up 2316 in Super Bowl XXXIV.
Titans quarterback Steve McNair completed a pass to wide
receiver Kevin Dyson on a
crossing route. Linebacker
Mike Jones, current varsity
football head coach at St.
Louis U. High, raced towards
Dyson, wrapped him up and
stopped him on the one yard
line, denying a touchdown
and sealing the Rams’ Super
Bowl victory.
Thus, ‘The Tackle’ was
born—birthday: January 30th,
2000. A Super Bowl legend is
coaching the Jr. Bills, bringing with him the legacy of
one of the best defensive plays
in Super Bowl history, and it
showed this past season, with
the football team focusing on
defensive success.
For Jones, ‘The Tackle’
was just another defensive
stop.
“It was the same stuff
we did everyday—it just happened to be the last play of

Jones coaching this fall.

the Super Bowl,” said Jones.
“I know that there’s a lot more
to it than that, but that’s how I
approach it.”
He did not realize the
true effect that his play made
until after everything had
calmed down and he was able
to rest. Jones’ mind was racing
all over, being pulled in many
different directions. He had
just won the Super Bowl—a
game lasting nearly three and
a half hours—and everyone
wanted to talk to him.

artwork | Ian Shocklee

“Right after it happened,
I was drained, I was tired,”
said Jones. “I was ready for
the game to be over with. It
didn’t hit me until I got into
the locker room.”
Everyone watching the
Super Bowl has seen it—a
game running down to the
wire. Sometimes fans storm
the field to celebrate with their
team, but for games with the
magnitude of the Super Bowl,
there is a set script for the

photo | Dominik Skroska

game ending ceremony. The
game changes into a TV show,
with many speakers, presentations, awards, and celebrating.
“When the Super Bowl is
over, it’s like a madhouse,” said
Jones.
As soon as the game is
over, the confetti of the victorious team’s colors shoot off,
then the TV channels go to
commercial. When they get
back, the stage for the trophy
presentation is all set up only a
few minutes later. The produc-
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tion crew only has that short
commercial break to prepare
the ceremony. Meanwhile, the
players are trying to get on the
stage, some doing interviews,
but Jones was on his way to
the training room to get his
ankle wrapped up.
Jones missed out on holding the trophy, despite personally securing the win. Instead
of being with his teammates
on stage, he was with the head
trainer, head equipment manager, and Peter King, a writer
for Sports Illustrated. Jones
remembered King saying to
him, “You know that might’ve
been the greatest play in Super
Bowl history?”
“Until that time, I didn’t
think of it because everything
happened so fast. People grabbing you, doing an interview
here, seeing teammates here,
getting my ankle taped up,”
said Jones. “The magnitude
of the play didn’t hit me until probably an hour after the
game ended.”
Jones’ foundation, the
Michael Jones Foundation
Inc., has benefitted since ‘The
Tackle.’ It is a non-profit organization looking to promote
academic and athletic excellence in children. The foundation was started by Jones
and his family in 1995. The
initial goal was to give kids
the chance to participate in
free football clinics in Kansas
City and St. Louis. Along with
these clinics, the foundation
provided a special camp for
mentally and physically disabled children. The MJF also
provided scholarships to college bound St. Louis and Kansas City area students.
“People recognized me a
little more because of the play

and I was able to raise a little
more money,” said Jones. “I
got a little more notoriety.”
Now, 18 years later, Mike
Jones has been through his
first season as head coach
of the SLUH varsity football
team.
“St. Louis University
High is a flag of St. Louis,” said
Jones. “You’re right on 40 and
you’ll drive past SLUH three
times a week. This is a school
that can not only be a power in
St. Louis, but a national power
because of all the great things
here for guys to be successful:
great academics, great facilities, great kids. You just have
to be a smart enough coach to
bring them up right and put
them in the right position to
do well.”
Being a former NFL player turned high school coach
has some ups and downs.
Sometimes coaches look at
players with someone like
Jones as their coach and set
them back because they might
think that they know too
much and need to be knocked
down a peg. However, because
of Jones’ experience and personal connections, he is able
to reach out more to other
coaches he knows and people
remember his name—but
sometimes he has to go the
extra step of explaining that
he made ‘The Tackle.’
Despite many of the great
plays made in recent Super
Bowl history, ‘The Tackle’ still
ranks among the best of the
best. The NFL’s official YouTube account recently posted
a video, “Top 10 Super Bowl
Plays of All-Time,” and ‘The
Tackle’ is ranked as the fourth
best Super Bowl play of all
time. More impressively, it
was a defensive play, which
sometimes get overlooked.
Usually, giving up a nine yard
gain is undesirable, but in this
case, it was perfect. One yard
separated the Rams and the
Titans, and who would have
know what would have happened to the game if the Titans had scored there (would
they have gone for two? Tied
the game, forcing overtime?).
But everyone knows for sure
now the the St. Louis Rams
won Super Bowl XXXIV via
‘The Tackle,’ made by Mike
Jones, whom SLUH now is
proud to say is their varsity
football head coach.
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in Saint Louis American
BY Nathan P. Wild II
FEATURES EDITOR

I

n 2018, one’s opinion can be
transmitted on the Internet
by means of a quick witty tweet
or by hours of editing and fact
checking until all the dabbling
is done. This week, what began
as a simple opinion to a blog by
Damen Alexander evolved into
a full-fledged article in the Saint
Louis American offering his
choice candidate for a deadlock
political race that ends less than
a week from now.
While on Senior Project, Alexander spent his lunch
hours writing an opinion in
favor of the election of Annie
Rice. Rice is currently running
to fill the term of eighth Ward
alderman, that was vacated by
Stephen Conway who had a
little over a year left in his term
to work as the City Assessor.
Alexander has been serving the Rice campaign after
receiving a direct message on
Twitter from Rice asking him to
consider helping.
“She was the first person
to reach out for me to fill the
spot. I agreed to help, though,
because I think she is the best
candidate for the position,” said
Alexander. “Her ideals line up
with mine on important issues
involving our city and our region.”
After uploading an opinion piece to a website called
Medium, he contacted Rebecca
Rivas, a reporter for the Saint
Louis American and who lives
in the eighth Ward.
“After I published it on
Medium, I reached out to her
and asked her if I could publish
it to a real news organization,”
said Alexander. “She really
worked with me to get it on the
website.”
Getting the piece from
Medium to the Saint Louis
American was no easy task for
Alexander, requiring him to go
back and revise his piece as well
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Damen Alexander volunteering for Annie Rice.

as do multiple fact checks.
“It took about a week or so.
If you look at the Medium piece
and the Saint Louis American
piece, obviously they are very
different,” said Alexander. “It
took a lot of work to organize
and edit it into something that
Contributing Artists
was appropriate for the AmeriDarrion “Samuel J. Chechik”
can. I’m really proud of what
Mullins
came out.”
Ian “Katie Perry’s Janitor”
Since publishing his opinShocklee
ion in the Saint Louis American, Alexander has had his
Guest Moderator
Adam “this is mildly offensive” piece viewed by a larger audience and has received praise
Cruz
from his community—most of
Nick “Calteurx, Cailteaux,
Kilter, forget it” Prainito
Rich “Jon Ott” Michalski
Peter “Chef Boyardee” Campbell
Chris “Betty White” Staley

which he has never even met.
“A lot of people read what
I had published on Medium,
but I’ve received much more
feedback since I published it in
the American,” said Alexander.
“People I don’t know have come
up to me from the neighborhood and thanked me. It’s a really cool feeling.”
The positive feedback has
also come with its fair share of
criticism for Alexander.
“Some people got mad at
me who support the opposition. On my Facebook page
I’ve been sent essays some
people want me to read and
respond to, but I just don’t
have the time,” said Alexander. “They’ve done so much to
me and it’s annoying that a lot
of people are responding in an
inappropriate way and try to
crucify me for my opinions.”
Writing the opinion for
Alexander was no easy task. It
was not only time-consuming
but also tedious for him to rework. As he planned to move
his piece to a wider network, he
wanted it to make a clear and
correct argument.
“There were a lot of drawbacks of writing it and publishing it. It took a lot of time and
people don’t agree with you all
the time,” said Alexander. “The
hardest part was editing it and
trying to get the facts correct.
Some facts may seem like common sense, but I knew I had to
get them exactly right. But it
was fun.”
Although he may not be
currently looking into political
writing as a future, Alexander
is glad to share his voice in the
community and is happy to use
it as an experience to learn.
“I don’t know if I would
want to make this a career, but
I’m open to it. I wouldn’t want
to do this every single week, but
I would hope to do it once every
six months or so,” said Alexander. “I would rather focus more

on my school work, but I do enjoy the time I spent working on
it and I think it taught me a lot.”
As of a week ago, he has
become a paid employee of
Rice, working two to three
hours on weekdays and several
on the weekends.
“I think I’ve knocked on
every door in the Ward since
December, which is kind of
crazy to think about,” said Alexander. “I really like working
on campaigns and initiating
change. I’m excited to be involved in the race and am excited to see how it ends up.”
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Students speak about experiences relating to racial inequality;
create imaginary schools in leadership workshop activity

Students in the chapel during the Harmony Prayer Service.

(continued from page 2)

though they have been raised
together. The essay was very
well-received, getting loud
cheers.
Nico Hernandez, a senior
at SLUH, shared an adapted
form of an essay based on
Zora Neale Hurston’s How it
Feels to be Colored Me. The
essay, which was released a
few days ago by Director of

Inclusion and Equity Frank
Kovarik as a part of the Voices
of SLUH Series, is about how
Hernandez sometimes receives advantages for being
perceived as white in certain
situations as a Latino who is
very light skinned, and how
in other instances he experiences discrimination being of
his ethnicity or the fact that he
is considered to be a person of
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color.
“It was mainly about
building bridges, continuing
the talk given by Mr. Dilworth
last week about racial reconciliation,” said Hernandez.
Danielle Harrison, former SLUH theology teacher
and now Head of School Appointment at Visitation Academy, spoke during the service
as well. She spoke primarily

to the white population in attendance about how to build
bridges with the minority
community and how to use
their privileges to their advantage.
Benjamin Massenberg, a
senior at SLUH, led the musicians, put the music together,
and organized rehearsals for
the band. Senior Rob Joy and
freshman Zack Stevenson also
participated in the band.
The service also featured
reflections from students
from Cor Jesu Academy and
a original poem from St.
Joseph Academy students.
Many schools contributed
to the Prayers of the Faithful
which were read by students
from the respective schools.
Students from Rosti-Kain and
DeSmet Jesuit read passages
from the Bible. Members of
various schools were featured
in the choir. All schools were
involved in the service in
some capacity.
“I thought [the service]
was awesome. It was really
energetic and cool to see so
many people together for a
common cause of racial unity
and you don’t get that often,”
said Stefanescu.
After the service in the
chapel, the group migrated

back to the Si Commons to
participate in a leadership
workshop and to eat lunch.
The students were split
up into groups and assigned
tables in the commons. Each
group was told to come up
with a high school on their
own, choose a mascot for
the school, and a few school
characteristics. The group
was then confronted with a
problem in their imaginary
schools, a problem which
was assigned to that group.
The group then had to come
up with as many solutions as
possible for that problem and
ways to effectively dissolve the

(continued from page 1)

and two others, we went to
his house to check-in. It’s
not an easy thing because
you’re kind of scared when
something so profound
happens. But we went to his
house, and we sat in his living room, and as Fr. Pepe
suggested, we were present,”
said science teacher Mary
Russo, the head of the department. She was referring
to the prayer service led by
Fr. Pepe Ruiz, S.J., which
encouraged
compassion.
“We listened, there was silence, we laughed, we were
sad.”
The morning Masses
throughout this week have
been dedicated to Deborah
Anderson, and Paul Sheridan, S.J., invited the Jesuits
at Jesuit Hall to pray for her
as well.
Various teachers have
also been offering prayers
for the Andersons before
the start of each class.
The care team for faculty at SLUH—made up of
Math teacher Beth Kissel
and assistant to the principal Renai Lowry—visited
Anderson, and will continue to stay in contact with
him to provide for any of
his needs during this time,
ranging from financial, personal, to pastoral outreach.
A number of other faculty
members have also visited
Anderson, bringing food
and their condolences.
“Please pass along
my gratitude to the entire
SLUH community for their
support, prayers, masses
offered, food, everything.
St. Louis U. High is an exceptional community and I
am truly blessed to be a part

issue.
“This is the first year
that I had the lead role in the
event,” said Schuler. “So given
that it was my first year doing
it, I was nervous to see how it
was going to turn out. But we
had a great group of students
working on it and a lot of support from Mr. Cruz and Mr.
Kovarik. So I think the day
went really well. It seemed
like the students had a great
time together. There was a lot
of great energy and positivity
going on. I was really happy
with the day and think it
turned out well.”
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Students at the Harmony Prayer Service.

After years of planning, admin. hits
Community offers prayers and
lowest percent increase in recent history support to Anderson
(continued from page 1)

school by making the tuition
as affordable as possible.
“I view how we handle
tuition—it’s a stewardship of
family’s money and how we
spend it. So as a school and
everyone who’s involved in
the budget, we try very hard
to be good stewards of families’s money. We realize people
make sacrifices for their sons
to come here, and it’s important for the school to maintain
a tuition that’s as affordable as
possible,” said Komos.
Despite the small increase, this year marks the
first time the tuition has
reached into the 17 thousand
dollar range. The tuition has
continued to climb to give
pay increases to the faculty
and staff, as well as accommodate for other cost increases.
Laughlin is not concerned
about the new number.
“The idea is, are you in
a strategy and a trajectory
to take the curve and lessen
it, because hopefully as the
economy moves and people
do have different earning potential, you’re living more into
the reality of where people’s
lives are than a nine percent
tuition increase. So yes, I
think about that, but I think
it’s a value question. People
are interested in the school
and willing to do that,” said
Laughlin. “So that particular
number, I don’t pause and
think a whole lot about. It’s,
do we have a great program
for students? Are we doing are
best to manage our costs? Are
we doing our best to provide
generous financial aid? Are
we doing our best to generously compensate our faculty
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with justice? But it is not uncomplex.”
The administration continues to balance the increasing tuition with large amounts
of financial aid. While he did
not yet have an official number revealing the amount of
financial aid for next year, Komos said it would at be over
four million dollars.
“To be able to offer generous financial aid so that we
can continue to admit students based on their ability
to learn and not their family’s economic circumstances,
that’s what our mission statement says. And we can’t do
that without parents who
sacrifice for their sons to be
here and benefactors who
make that possible. So, I think
what we’re doing is living into
a plan that people worked on
ten years ago, and every year
we’ve been looking into pieces
of that that we think are important to not just next year
but the future of the high
school,” said Laughlin.
This is the third year

in a row the cost of tuition
has been announced in early
February—instead of mid to
late March—as part of a cycle
which allows incoming freshman, who received their letters of acceptance last Friday,
an opportunity to see the cost
of tuition before enrolling.
The process for determining the tuition began at
the start of the school year.
Komos worked closely with
the heads of each department and club moderators as
they submitted their budgets
for the following school year.
Once all the budgets were in,
Komos worked extra hours
from mid November to the
end of January, compiling the
numbers, and making adjustments, to create a full expense
budget, which establishes the
cost of tuition.
The cost of tuition gets
reviewed and approved by
the budget finance committee, before it is placed before
the Board of Trustees, who
officially approved the budget
last Wednesday.

which sent some to the hospital and in which Anderson was the lone fatality.
Deborah
Anderson
was Bill Anderson’s second
wife and they married each
other almost 10 years after
Anderson’s first wife passed
away from cancer.
“I had been a widower
for almost 10 years before
Debby and I were married
and I had never expected
someone so amazing to
walk into my life,” said Anderson.
Debby
Anderson
worked in the Special School
District for the Rockwood,
Parkway, and Valley Park
school districts for 29 years,
offering physical therapy to
children with special needs
before recently retiring.
“Her zest for life, her
compassion for others, her
fierce commitment to family, and her deep faith have
truly been inspirational
to me and have helped me
grow as a person. We lost
someone very special,” said
Anderson.
The SLUH community has responded through
prayers and visits to Bill
Anderson since learning
about his wife’s death.
The news of the accident was announced over
the PA at the end of school
on Monday, followed by a
prayer for the Anderson
family.
The science department went to a Mass dedicated to Deborah Anderson
on Monday morning, and
some visited Bill Anderson
later that day.
“After Monday, myself

of it,” said Anderson in the
email.
According to Vice President Jim Linhares, SLUH is
developing plans to remember Deborah Anderson.
Currently, they are considering planting a tree in her
name.
“You know my experience is when you’re in a big
community, and we’re a big
community, and you know I
hate that this happens, but
it’s such a blessing to be part
of a faith community where
suffering is a part of life.
Death is a part of the human
experience, illness, and so
to have the right frame for
a lot of that in a way that I
think we talk about an eternal purpose at SLU High, it
gives it a context, and again
that doesn’t make it any
less painful, but I think it’s
a special thing to be a part
of it,” said President Dave
Laughlin.
The memorial service
for Deborah Anderson is
scheduled for tomorrow at
The Journey at 10:00am.
Anderson plans on returning to school on Monday.
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Ruiz meets with classes and holds
prayer services prior to Mission Week
(continued from page 1)

“The needs of Puerto
Rico have changed over the
past few months. At first, it
was food and water. We were
working to provide filters
for the water and to provide food. At this point, that
emergency is mostly under
control, so now the big emergency is a housing crises. A
lot of people went back to
their homes, but their homes
were not ready to be lived in.
So, now the majority of the
aid is being sent to rebuild
houses,” said Ruiz.
Many students enjoyed
his presentation in their various classes.
“It was really eye-opening. I didn’t know all that
was going on in Puerto Rico
and that there was a Jesuit
school there. It was cool to
see what the Mission Week
money is going to. They are
pretty much the same as us,
but just in a different place,”
said senior Thomas Hartnagel.
On Monday, STUCO
also held a dinner to raise
money for Puerto Rico and
have a question and answer
session with Ruiz.
“A lot of people could
not make the pizza dinner
on Monday due to the winter
advisory, but we still had a
good time. I think there were
maybe six or seven students
there and I answered their
questions and had some
fun,” said Ruiz.
In addition to being in
classrooms and the dinner
on Monday night, Ruiz has
also led all of the prayer services this week. He focused
on the idea of compassion—
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Applicants take preadmission Placement
Test
(continued from page 1)
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being suffering with another
and what it means to donate.
“I think what the
Church is doing is a lot more
efficient than a government
could because of the corruption and other issues that
are currently taking place.
Catholics are at their best
when we all come together
for a common goal. Catholic
means ‘universal’ and this is
one of those instances where
you see complete ships coming with supplies. The ships
were filled with the donations of a lot of Christians
all doing a little part, but
when it comes together, it
makes an entire shipload,”
said Ruiz. “The donations
are a source of hope for a lot
of people there. There has
been a lot of times that I’ve
thought that the issues in

Puerto Rico are so big that
they are beyond anything
that a single person can do,
but the generosity and love
of people has been tremendous in ways that have outdone the negative cycles.”
Ruiz believes that he
has a very interesting perspective that not many other
people have, which helps
when he is talking to classes.
“I think it was really
neat that I was at SLUH and
then I went there and then
to get help from SLUH. In a
way I got to see the faces of
people in both places, which
is cool because a lot of times
you don’t meet the people
you are serving and the effects of what you are doing. It
was a really neat opportunity
to talk to the people in both
places about how they view

the situation,” said Ruiz.
Although Ruiz was
originally brought here to
educate the school on the
condition in Puerto Rico, he
believes that he has multiple
different objectives in being
here.
“My main goal in being here is to say thank
you and make the students
aware of what they’ve been
a part of and what they will
be a part of during Mission
Week. I’m here to show that
you are really making a difference,” said Ruiz. “A lot of
times you don’t get to meet
the people you are helping,
but I see myself as a sort of
adversary to say ‘thank you’
in the name of a lot of different people and that there are
a lot of people that are really
grateful.”

compared to 8.9% and 9%
from the classes of 2021 and
2020, respectively. The legacy
of the class of 2022 continues to grow. 47% of the newly
admitted Jr. Bills had either
a brother or father who currently attends SLUH or has
graduated.
Of the 102 schools that
will send a student to SLUH,
St. Gabriel the Archangel will
send the most of any school
with 14, a title they also
claimed last year. Holy Cross
Academy and St. Peter Kirkwood are second with 11 students. Zip code 63122 (Kirkwood) represents the most
popular zip code with 31 students. 63109 (St. Louis City),
63119 (Webster Groves), and
63130 (University City) will be
sending the second most students with 19 from each Zip
code.
For the first time in recent
history, applicants for the class
of 2022 took the High School

5

Placement Test (HSPT) before
Admissions Committee meetings, with test dates in December and January. These scores
were looked at alongside their
grades and standardized test
scores.
On Tuesday, February
20, the class of 2022 will officially meet for the first time
at their welcome and orientation. Schmelter and Assistant
Director of Admissions Adam
Cruz are looking forward to
the newest members of SLUH.
“We’re pretty excited to
welcome them here in less
than two weeks at their welcome and orientation,” said
Schmelter.
“It’s cool for me because
I get to meet a lot of people
through the tours, Upward
Bound, sports,” said Cruz. “I
also got to do a lot of interviews, so I already feel like I
got to know a good portion
of the class. They are a good
bunch.”

Senior Mom’s Cookie Sale
Friday, February 9
All day in Si Commons, recption area, and
outside Campus Ministry
All items 50 cents!
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SLUH suffers second consecutive loss at hands of
league-leading John Burroughs
BY Paul Gillam
CORE STAFF

S

t. Louis U. High varsity
chess closed out the season opposite the way it began.
For the first time this season,
SLUH suffered back-to-back
losses. After losing last week
to Metro Academic and Classical Highschool, SLUH fell
this past Wednesday to John
Burrough High School by a
score of 25-5. Although SLUH
won only one game, the match
was far closer than the score
suggests. The sole win came
from sophomore Garrett Seal,
who played board five. In
the past, Seal has done well
against Burroughs; he was the
only SLUH player to win both
last year and this year.
John Burroughs, the
strongest team in the league,
has won all five of their
matches this season. In four
of them, Burroughs won four
out of five boards. Last year,
Burroughs won the East conference, the league SLUH is in.
Boards one and two,
played by junior John Marx
and sophomore Thomas
Reilly, respectively, each had
a win within grasp but eventually succumbed to their op-

ponents. Marx’s opponent on
board one was Jason Zhou,
one of the strongest players in
the St. Louis area. Although
Zhou is ranked so highly,
Marx kept the game even
until the final several moves,
when Zhou took the lead
and the win. Reilly started off
the game with a positional
disadvantage. His opponent
played the French Defense
and caught Reilly off guard.
In the middle of the game,
his opponent forced a pawnknight trade. From there,
Reilly’s opponent traded off
pieces until he was able to promote—when a pawn reaches
the opposite of the board
and is allowed to become any
piece the player wishes—a
pawn into a queen and got a
checkmate from there. Junior
Paul Gillam, playing board
three, had the win until the
very end. Capitalizing on a
mistake, Gillam took one of
his opponents rooks early in
the game and slowly traded
off pieces. At the beginning of
the end-game, Gillam was up
two rooks, a bishop, and two
past pawns (when a pawn has
no opposing pawns able to
threaten it) to his opponent’s
queen and knight. Although

Sophomore Kevin Stein against John Burroughs on Wednesday.

victory seemed clear, Gillam
blundered and allowed for his
opponent to take both rooks
and swiftly lost the game.
Sophomore Kevin Stein, playing board four, also had a very
close game. The game began
evenly until Stein made two
consecutive mistakes and lost
a rook. His opponent used
his material advantage to stay
ahead of Stein and in the end,
checkmating Stein with a rook
and a king.

Seal, playing board five,
the only win of the day, masterfully dispatched his opponent. [When his opponent
brought his queen and rook
into the same rank, Seal, instead of addressing the potential threat, pushed a pawn, allowing him on the next move
to skewer, (when a powerful
piece cannot be moved without allowing a weaker piece
to be attacked) his opponent’s
queen to his rook. From there,
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Seal continued to push the
pawn and made a discovered
attack, when an attack is made
by moving a piece out of another piece’s way, on his opponent’s other rook.
When Seal nearly had
victory, his opponent made
a “last ditch effort,” said Seal,
to get a checkmate, but Seal
thwarted the ruse and won
when his opponent resigned.
May’s game on board
six began with a lot of devel-

opment, but eventually after
trading off pieces, his opponent made a series of strong
knight-moves to formulate an
attack which allowed for him
to gain a slight advantage. After stacking his rooks on one
rank, May’s opponent threatened checkmate, and May
skillfully evaded. After a series
of complicated rook and pawn
moves, May’s opponent came
out on top with a back rank
checkmate.
“This is a really high
quality team and the fact that
we played them pretty tough,
especially for part of the
match where it seemed like we
were going to pull out a win
or racking up a lot of points,
shows a lot about the depth of
our team,” said varsity chess
coach Rich “Chesswein” Esswein.
The match against Burroughs marks the end of the
regular season. Although
SLUH has no official word of
whether they made playoffs,
chances seem likely. Because
only seven teams are in their
league and four teams make
playoffs, SLUH’s record of 3-3
will most likely allow them a
playoff spot.

Hockey advances through round robin with ease
BY Ben Dattilo and
Nathan Langhauser
SPORTS EDITORS

M

arch Madness come
early! With the round
robin stage completed last
night, the Mid States Hockey
Challenge Cup bracket is out.
The Jr. Bills rolled over the
competition going 3-0 in the
preliminary round robin of
the Challenge Cup defeating
MICDS 8-0, Oakville 7-1, and
Chaminade 7-1. The quarter
finals start tonight, the first of
a two game series against Edwardsville, at 8 p.m. at Affton.
The second game is Monday
at 6:30 p.m. at Queeny.
“I think we need to work
on focusing on one game at a
time,” said senior Steven Pawlow. “We all know what the
goal is, but we have to take it
one step at a time.”
“We had a great practice
before school Wednesday,”
said head coach Jack Behan.
“The guys have such a purpose. They are so excited to
continue this journey.”
The St. Louis U. High
defense continued showing
its strength by only allowing
two goals throughout the entire round robin. Junior Dylan
Bak started against MICDS

BY Liam
STAFF

Sophomore Patrick Simoncic over a Chaminade player Monday night at Queeny.

and Chaminade, and junior
Brendan Rasch got the start
against Oakville, with both
goalies only allowing one goal
each.
The most important
game of the round robin
was against the fourth seed,
Chaminade. SLUH faced off
against the Red Devils on
Monday, Feb. 5, beating them

7-1.

In the first minute of
the game senior Matt Hohl
took a shot from the blue line
that was redirected by senior
captain Joe Winkelmann
to a wide open junior Gabe
Schwartz, who found the back
of the net easily.
The first penalty of the
game came with 12 minutes

left when junior Justin Jacoby
took a Chaminade skater to
the ground. The Red Devil
slammed into the boards,
knocking his mouthpiece out
upon impact. Tempers were
boiling over from last game
on Jan. 26, when a Chaminade player started a shoving
match with Hohl, who politely declined so that Chami-

Koesterer

F

ollowing up a tough loss
at Webster, the Junior
Bills tested their luck against a
highly-charged and animated
Chaminade team but came up
short last Friday.
St. Louis U. High won the
tip and immediately started
off right, with senior AJ Hardin taking a rebound from
senior Mikey Sanders’ missed
three and laying it in. SLUH
battled successfully through
the first quarter. Senior Matt
Leritz got a good pass in the
post and finished. Chaminade
came back nailing a three
and a couple of free throws
to put them ahead, 5-4. All
of Chaminade’s early points
came from senior Jericole
Hellems and senior Henry
Gladson who combined for
the first 14 points, rivaling
SLUH’s 15. Sanders led SLUH
in scoring for the first quarter,
putting up seven and guiding
the Jammin’Bills to a lead over
Chaminade, 17-16.
To open the quick-tempoed second quarter, both
teams drained threes consecutively, then back-to-back
bank shots. Chaminade hit
a three, to make it 25-23 in
favor of the Red Devils. Following the three, there was
an altercation between senior
Sam Ratterman and sophomore Harrison Vickers of the
Red Devils. Both were jawing
at each other, and both were
assessed technical fouls on
the play. Sanders, who saw the
altercation, bravely stepped
in to stick up for Ratterman,

John

T
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nade was left with a penalty
giving SLUH their first power
play.
The Jr. Bills converted on
the power play when Winkelmann took a hard shot that
ricocheted off the backboard
to wide open senior Jack
Wachter, who rifled the puck
over a diving Chaminade

continued on page 7

Basketball loses energy in electric Chaminade game
BY Justin
STAFF

Jr. Bills take
top two in
Midwest
Championship
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and he, too, was given a tech.
Chaminade only made one
free throw to make it 26-23.
After a three-ball by Sanders the half ended 33-31 in
SLUH’s favor.
In the third quarter,
Chaminade started to heat up,
in both playing and in words.
Chaminade quickly found offensive rhythm, hitting two
threes and an “and 1”, finding themselves on a 9-0 run.
Things got chippy yet again,
this time with the score 50-43.
Both teams again picked up
techs, but SLUH rebounded
by putting up six unanswered
points, bringing the game
to within one. Chaminade
quickly took the momentum
back by scoring nine unanswered. Leritz finally broke
the streak, banking a shot in
to reduce the deficit to single
digits, then scoring and “and

1” to make five straight points
for him. The quarter ended
with the Red Devils up by
seven, 51-44.
The
fourth
quarter
started with a three from
Chaminade. Sanders, however, responded with four
free throws, ebbing the tide
somewhat favorably toward
SLUH. But favorable waters evaporated. Chaminade
slowed the game down to run
down the clock, and although
the Jr. Bills tried to go stride
for stride with the Red Devils, they fell behind and lost
74-63.
“We controlled the game
for pretty much the whole first
half. But in the third quarter
we kind of had some empty
possession. We turned the
ball over, and we took some
careless shots, and they went
on a couple small runs, and

we could never bounce back
from that,” said SLUH head
coach Erwin Claggett.
Resiliency is a good
quality to have, and, when
they needed it most after the
tough loss to the Red Devils,
SLUH had its full strength
during Wednesday night’s
game vs Ladue. It was a sparkling sight as the BoardsBills
played like they had never
before this season. All cylinders fired right from the
get-go. Sanders, to the astonishment of the crowd, nailed
three three-pointers right off
the bat, two from the corner,
the other from the wing of
that same side. SLUH caused
two turnovers, and, after one
measly free-throw from the
Rams, nailed another three
from the same elbow, this
one from junior guard Carter
Kane. The Jr. Bills were 4-5

on field goals early, 4-4 from
beyond the arc. Senior Jadis
White scored his second and
third for the Rams on a layup,
but Billy Brooks get a rebound
from a missed jumper and
counteracted the Rams layup
with a step back wing three,
to make it 15-3, as every Jr.
Bill point came from outside
the three-point line. A Ladue
“and 1” didn’t halt the Jr. Bills,
however. In rapid succession,
Sanders pulled up and let a
floater clean the net, Ratterman nailed yet another three,
and, after a Kane-missed
three, Ratterman brought the
Junior Bills bench to life with
a buzzer-beater corner three
to end the first at 23-6 in favor
of SLUH.
“It’s kind of the difference in the game. The guys
came out and executed well,
and the shots started falling
in. It’s a good feeling when
they’re playing well and the
shots are going in at the same
time,” said Claggett.
The second quarter
started off just as well for the
Jr. Bills. Leritz bullied his way
to the basket down low, and
finished for the first score of
the quarter. He followed up a
minute later with a low-arcing corner three. Ratterman
picked up a couple rebounds,
and Hardin then delivered
a massive swat block, which
sent the whole SLUH fan
section into a craze. Christian Wallace-Hughes juggled
a pass for four or five steps,
then layed it in. Everything
was going right for SLUH as
the 13-0 run essentially put

continued on page 7

he St. Louis U. High varsity racquetball team
participated in the Midwest
Championship tournament
this weekend. In the top division, SLUH senior No. 1 seed
James Storgion took first and
junior No. 2 seed Matt Hayes
took second. Then, the team
played Lindbergh and won
the meet, 5-2.
The Midwest Championship tournament is an optional tournament the team can
play in, but most of the varsity
squad use it to get more practice in before the state and national tournaments.
Hayes and seniors Adam
Hanson, Steven Zak, and
Storgion all participated in
the top division for the tournament.
Zak lost in the first round
to Tyler Hoffman. Then, Zak
went to the consolation and
lost in the semis 11-5, 11-3.
Hanson won his first
match of the tournament, but
he faced hard competition in
the quarters and lost 15-4, 155.
Hayes and Storgion
went to the finals and faced
each other. During the earlier rounds, both players had
close matches. In the quarters,
Hayes played one of his closest matches this year. Hayes
went three games. Hayes
won the last two games of the
three—14-15, 15-11, 11-10.
In the finals, Storgion
beat Hayes in three games.
The final score was 15-14,
6-15, 11-7.
On Monday, the BouncyBills beat Lindbergh, but lost
two of their undefeated seeds
in the process.
The doubles team lost
their match in two games.
Sophomores Nick Schulze
and Andrew Porterfield
played a team they beat earlier in the season 15-7, 15-5.
The team they faced took an
unconventional approach to
doubles, playing front and
back rather than a traditional
side-to-side which confused
PorterSchulze. A front and
back play style allows for the
player in the back to take all
the ceiling balls and passes

continued on page 7
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Wrestling fights illness
in week before district Rifle splits matches with Montgomery Bell
Academy; busy road before
State “The team has shown they
tournament
position.
BY Rich Michalski
REPORTER

W

ith the season nearly at
a close, the St. Louis U.
High wrestling team took on
their toughest opponent yet
over the course of this past
week: the flu. While no official matches were held this
week as the team gets ready
for the district tournament
held at Lindbergh this evening and tomorrow, nearly
every member of the team
battled with flu symptoms,
varying in duration and severity.
“It’s definitely been a
rough week,” said head coach
Rob Nahlik. “It seems like
with every kid that gets better, another gets sick. All we
can do is keep practicing and
hope everyone is well enough
to compete this weekend.”
Even with the illnesses,
the team managed to practice throughout the week,
with goals to send as many

of the wrestlers to the state
tournament as possible next
weekend in Columbia, Missouri—something not accomplished since 2015, when
seniors Max Kavy, Johnny
Sims, and Raphael Roberts all
qualified. Only the top four
wrestlers from each weight
class in each district move
on to the state tournament,
in hopes of returning home a
state champion something no
wrestler from SLUH has yet
to accomplish. One student
who has shown a lot of potential to make a run at state in
the coming years is freshman
Bobby Conroy who had over
20 wins this season.
“It’d be great to see one
of the boys get to state,” said
assistant coach and two-time
state placer Espen Conley,
’11. “We’ve been working
hard and I would love to see
the cycle broken, and maybe
we can finally get a champion.”

Junior Anthony Rizzo in the rifle range. photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott
BY Nick Prainito
REPORTER

W

ith only a few weeks
left in the regular season, a busy road lies ahead
for the St. Louis U. High rifle
team. The team put up their
strongest performances this
past month, and in the recent
matches multiple new personal records have been set.
The club is working on the

finishing touches in preparation for the Missouri High
School Riflery Championship, held on Feb.vv 24.
On Feb. 3, SLUH shot
two matches against Montgomery Bell Academy at
SLUH’s rifle range. The first
match was a 60 shot, threeposition match, and the second match was exclusively
performed in the standing

SLUH won the first
match 2281 to 2261, and lost
the second match 2178 to
2187.
Only a couple of matches
lie ahead for the team before
the State Championship. On
Feb. 7, the JV team shoots at
Washington High School. On
Feb. 10, both squads shoot at
the NRA International Air
Sectional in Highland, Illinois. And on Feb. 17, both
squads shoot once more at
Montgomery Bell Academy in Nashville, TN. This
match has been anticipated
by several, particularly junior
Hayden Steingruby.
“They have an amazing
range with an electronic target system,” said Steingruby.
For these three matches,
the club needs to work on
maintaining their recent hot
streak.
“All they really need to
work on is consistency,” said
head coach Will Bresnahan.

can put up the type [of]
scores that they need to be
successful.”
Specifically, to qualify
for the National Tournament
automatically from State,
the BangBangBills needs
to shoot a 2280. This past
match showed that if they can
smooth their performance in
these last two weeks, they can
meet their goal of reaching
Nationals. If the team fails
to qualify from State, they
must do so from the Regional
Tournament. The Jr. Bills
qualified for Regionals two
weeks ago.
Bresnahan noted that
the junior class has been invaluable to the team’s success
to this point.
“The juniors have been
doing a great job, especially lately. Junior Jack Doyle
led the way Saturday with a
584/600 in the first match, a
new personal best,” said Bresnahan.

Puck nets 22 goals in three games;
Jr. Bills buck Ladue Rams in
quarterfinals against Edwardsville next rebound from loss to Red Devils
(continued from page 6)

goalie.
When SLUH tried to
clear the puck from their zone
a Chaminade player caught
the puck out of the air and
put it down to rifle a shot that
snuck underneath Bak’s right
pad, cutting the ZamboniBills
lead to 2-1.
But SLUH didn’t let
Chaminade gain any confidence when Jacoby took a
slapshot from the blue line
and sophomore Patrick Simoncic perfectly redirected the
puck into the upper right corner of the net.
The first period ended with SLUH up 3-1 with
a lot of confidence going into the second period.
Halfway into the second
period senior Kevin Einig
lofted the puck above a Chaminade player’s stick to senior
Louie Perotti, who slapped
the puck into the net with the
goalie nowhere in sight.
The tempers continued
to flare when sophomore
Jack Hazelton cross checked
a Chaminade player without
the puck, which earned him
a penalty, but the Chaminade player turned around
and slashed Hazelton hard
enough to break his stick,
which earned him a five minute major and a ten minute
game misconduct which disqualified him for the rest of
the game. The Chaminade
coach disagreed with the call,
refusing to put any players on
the ice until the referee gave
a better explanation. The referee, apparently fed up with
the coach, gave the team a two
minute minor on top of the
five minute major.
SLUH capitalized twice
on the five minute major when
a quick pass from Pawlow led
to a senior Trevor White goal
39 seconds later.
At the end of the second
period SLUH had a comfortable lead of 6-1 and Chaminade was out there looking to
bring some perhaps unnecessary physicality.

(continued from page 6)

the game away. The Jr. Bills’
stingy defense, creating many
turnovers, allowed just six
more in the second quarter,
thus allowing only 12 points
in the first half. The half ended
with SLUH up 31-12, a nineteen point lead.
“That’s one thing we
talked about. We’re a defensive unit, and defensively we
performed well today. We did
well at knowing what they did,
and taking away what they
had,” said Claggett.

As if the whole SLUH
team wasn’t having a night,
Leritz started the second
half by scoring the first 19 of
SLUH’s 20 points of the quarter. Sanders made an “and 1”
underneath the basket, and
flexed in front of the SLUH
fans. In the fourth, SLUH put
in their reserves. Freshmen
Freddie Cooper and Caleb
Valentine got in on the action, with Cooper hitting
a free throw and Valentine
streaking through the paint
to score a floater. Sophomore

Kellen Porter ended the game
on a buzzer-beater jump-shot.
SLUH won by their largest
margin of the season—28—
and defeated the Ladue Rams
60-35.
SLUH’s next game is tonight against Vianney at 7
p.m. at Vianney where the
Jr. Bills look to avenge their
loss earlier this season to the
Golden Griffins and move
into second place in the Metro
Catholic Conference.

Racquetball heats up nearing State
(continued from page 6)

Senior Joe Winkelmann against Oakville.

“Chaminade is notoriously chippy once they get
down by four or five goals,”
said Wachter. “We got up on
them early, and they realized the only way to play with
us was to play physical. We
moved the puck extremely
well. We have a ton of momentum going into quarters.
Both goalies are hot, and we
are finally able to have all of
our team at our games. We are
rollin’ right now.”
Two
minutes
into
the third period Winkelmann picked a Chaminade
player’s pocket and had
an easy breakaway goal.
With seven minutes left
in the third period and the
phsicality reaching a boiling
point, the referees and the
league representatives decided
that the game was out of reach
so they deemed the game was
over.
“The Chaminade game
was getting a little chippy,”
said Behan. “Game result at
that point wasn’t in doubt.
The ref and the league protected the players in what at
that point was a meaningless
3rd period.”
Against Oakville last Fri-

photo | Jonel Olar

day, Feb. 2, the PowderBills established dominance quickly,
scoring three goals in the first
period, two of which came
within 25 seconds of each
other. Oakville got a goal back
though, taking advantage of
their five on three power play,
beating Rasch for the only
time of the night.
Pawlow scored the only
goal in the second period,
but in the third, Winkelmann
completed a hat trick, and
Schwartz tipped in the final
goal of the night, which was
number 7. Following suit with
nearly every other game of
recent past, the third period
amassed penalties on both
sides. The Oakville penalties
seemingly came from frustration.
“We just came out hard
and tried to show them how
good we really are,” said Pawlow. “When we play as a team,
it is pretty fun to watch, and I
think we did a good job of that
against Oakville.”
“We have been working all year to be ready for
the playoffs,” said Behan.
“This team is focused on each
game.”

while the front player slams
the ball whenever it comes to
them. This is difficult to play
against because if any ball
goes to the center, the front
player will pinch it to the corner, and the play will be over.
Because of the frustration with their play style,
PorterSchulze skipped ceiling
balls and passes which they
usually get. The final score was
15-2, 15-3.
Senior Nick Patritti also
lost his individual match,
along with his undefeated
streak. He played No. 5 seed
Lindbergh senior Alex Briegleb.
Patritti allowed his opponent to set him up and pass
him on the next shot. This
caused Patritti to send the ball
the back of the court with ceiling balls. On some plays, Patritti shot ceiling balls when it
was at the center of the court
when he had a higher percentage with a normal pass to the
back hand. He did, however,
get a great deal of points from
his passes at the beginning of
the match and his serves. He
lost 15-9, 15-8.
No.1 seed Storgion had
the best match of his season
against Lindbergh’s Lukas
Bell. In November, Storgion
played Bell and lost 7-15 155, 8-11.
On Monday, Storgion
went on the court with a

Senior Adam Hanson against Lafayette. photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

strong mindset and beat him
15-8, 15-3.
“The only word I could
describe, it was great,” said
Storgion. “I came in believing
I would make the shots. The
attitude was the best thing.”
“Storgion had the match
of the year. He handily beat a
really good player,” said varsity head coach Robert Hoffman.
Hayes, Hanson, Zak, and
junior Ryan Lieser all won
their matches.
“Hayes is a really dominate player,” said Hoffman.
Zak passed his opponent
on the majority of shots. He
won 15-6, 15-10.
Hanson became the only
varsity player to keep his un-

defeated streak alive. He won
his match 15-3, 15-3.
Lieser beat Lindbergh senior Gus Ortwerth after losing
to him in November due to
forfeit. In the first game, Lieser kept hitting all the balls to
the forehand side on his ceiling balls and passes. The game
was close, but Lieser ended up
getting the win. He adjusted
for the next game and hit
the majority to the backhand
where Ortwerth could not get
good shots. Lieser won 15-14,
15-5.
“We are gearing up for
the end of the season, and
we are doing a great job doing what we need to do,” said
SLUH racquetball director
Stephen Deves.
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Band celebrates Matecki’s
birthday
Last Friday, the band
gathered for lunch to eat
pizza, cake, and sing “Happy Birthday” in honor of
Kathleen Matecki’s birthday. Matecki and her husband have donated tens of
thousands of dollars to the
band program. During symphonic band class, the band
played songs for Matecki
while she listened and observed.
Medical Careers Club
On Monday, February 12, the Medical Careers
Club and the Science Speakers Series will be hosting
Dr. Joe Craft, a cardiologist,
from the SLUH class of 1991.
Included in the presentation

will be basic daily practices
as a cardiologist, the process
of preparing for medical
school and residency, combination of healthcare delivery and health policy, and
medical entrepreneurship.
Spring Break trips meeting
Last Thursday, every
student attending an immersion trip met together
for the first of three meetings to prepare them for
their service over Spring
Break. Campus minister and
Head of Immersion Trips
Nick Ehlman called together all the attendees to talk
about why everyone was going and what they were really looking forward to on
the trips. After a talk by Ehlman about solidarity, every
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separate trip went to different rooms to go through ice
breakers and talk about why
they chose the site they did
and what they are looking
forward to most.
Financial Aid Night
Parents of juniors and
sophomores attended Financial Aid 201 on Wednesday night, which is the
second in a series of three
financial aid presentations
offered to SLUH families
by the College Counseling
Department. They learned
about how to calculate their
family’s Estimated Family
Contribution (EFC), how to
use Net Price Calculators on
college websites and how to
integrate their sons’ college
research with this impor-

tant financial information.
About 80 parents attended,
and there was an engaging
Q and A session after Mr.
Crimmins’ presentation.
Junior Ring Sizing
Yesterday during Activity Period, the whole Junior class ventured to the
old cafeteria to try on their
rings for their upcoming Junior Ring Ceremony on May
4, 2018. Although the rings
have already been made,
the juniors tried them on to
make sure they fit properly.
Rings that didn’t fit were
sent back to be resized.
—compiled by Ben
Klevorn, Chris Staley, and
Mrs. Kathy Kindbom

Regular Schedule
Tech Week for the musical
AP
Ash Wednesday Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Freshman Class Mass
Cookie sales
Snack—Texas Sweet Pretzel
Lunch Special—Macho Nacho Bar
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
5:30PM B Basketball @ Vianney
7:00PM V Basketball @ Vianney

Saturday, February 10

Tech Week for the musical
12:30PM B Basketball vs. Vashon
2:00PM V Basketball vs. Vashon

Sunday, February 11
Tech Week for the musical
4:00PM B Hockey @ Ft. Zumwalt East
Monday, February 12
Regular Schedule
Tech Week for the musical
AP
Ash Wednesday Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Cinnamon Roll Turnover		
Lunch Special—Toasted Ravioli
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Tuesday, February 13

Late Start Schedule
Tech Week for the musical
AP
Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
Missouri Southern State University
Truman State University
judges and took a loss.
back.”
“The team was a lot
At the same time varsity 3:00PM V2 Racquetball vs. Vianney
tougher than I expected. I was in another courtroom, 3:30PM JV1-1 Racquetball vs. Chaminade
JV1-2 Racquetball vs. Lindbergh
think we could’ve won if fighting for a spot in regionV1 Racquetball vs. Parkway West

Recent win projects Mock Trial towards regionals
BY Carter
REPORTER

Fortmann

S

t. Louis U. High Mock Trial competed in the second
round of preliminaries, this
past Tuesday. The win comes
two weeks after their stunning sweep last week, when
they crushed competition
by over 20 points. Sadly, JV
(Blue Team) faced some difficulties and were defeated, but
varsity came through with a
sweep of all three ballots.
The teams were faced
with the obstacle of switching sides with only two weeks
to prepare; the case remained
the same. The defense, Spiderz in Cars, was accused of
copying a song from plaintiff,
Reptile Records LLC.
JV went into Tuesday a
confident team, but after a last
minute cold came upon freshman lawyer Daniel Klarsch,
they scrambled to find a 6th
team member. Freshman
Charlie Albus took the job
for Klarsch last minute, putting together a captivating
opening that sounded like it
was professionally written–a
direct that emphasized all the
points, and a cross that got
the job done. It was then up
to the DueProcessBills to find
a witness to fill the role vacated by Albus, or lose twenty
points. People scrambled, everyone calling someone, but
with only thirty minutes left
Jillian Lodholz announced
that one of her friends was
able to do it. After Jillian’s

friend, Nick, who played Sam
Haggar, arrived, they coached
him for 15 minutes and then
the trial commenced with
the opening statement. The Klarsh was there. My heart als. They began with crosses,
“Fabulous Four” then went to just sank when I heard he led by team captain Rob Garwork on directs, calling fresh- couldn’t be there,” said Mala- ner, Chiarra Milo,savljevic
and Josh Kempker-Thetford.
They tore apart the witnesses,
attaining almost all nines in
the process. They then got the
the chance to call their three
witnesses. Seniors Helene
Lawing and Jillian Lodholz
from Metro got the call; along
with junior James Tillman.
They, along with their directing lawyers, junior Nick
Prainito, Milosavljevic, and
Kempker-Thetford, all explained to the jury the differences between the two songs.
In the end, their arguments
would eventually convince
all three judges to find in favor of them. This win almost
guarantees them a spot in reart | Michael Esson
gionals.
“I low-key thought we
man Nathan Malawey to the wey.
stand to be directed by fellow
When asked how they were going to be so horrible,
freshman Carter Fortman. could improve, representa- but we brought our A-game,”
He was one of the highest tives from the opposing Cor said Milosavljevic0..
scoring members of the team, Jesu team suggested they
“Everyone worked really
garnering nothing but eights could “get more familiar with great together,” said Garner.
and nines. Freshman Jimmy objections.”
Star witness Tillman had
Morefield got the opportuni“Well, before the trial we a positive tone for the future.
ty to ask Pat Smith, played by had a ton of problems, and I
“I feel like we have a
senior Brendan Luechtefeld, think that really distracted good chance at (going to)
a couple of questions. How- us from the important stuff state,” said Tillman.
ever, the same three lawyers in the case,” said Morefield.
They hope to officially
then went to work again on “As the smoke clears from the find out today whether they
cross examination, scoring courtroom our brave legal- won a spot in regionals.
decently with mostly eights bills lay slain despite a valiant
and sevens. They sadly were effort. Remember though–
unable to convince the three heroes never die. We’ll be

Wednesday, February 14

Mass Schedule
Tech Week for the musical
AP
Snack—Bosco
Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
4:00PM JV2-1 Racquetball vs. Chaminade
JV2-1 Racquetball vs. Chaminade
Thursday, February 15
Regular Schedule
V Wrestling MSHSAA Finals
Cor Jesu Bake Sale
7:30AM American Math Competition
AP
Chinese New Year Celebration
NHS Meeting
Snack—Cheese Sticks
Lunch Special—Domino’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes
6:00PM Dinner Theater-Musical
7:30PM Musical
calendar | Liam John

SLUH tweet of the
week: senior Sean
Bender

@sbender55
A Dream Come True

Blood Drive
This past Monday, 57 members of
the SLUH community participated in
the blood drive. From those volunteers, 50 units of blood were donated
to help people in hospitals throughout the city. Students were excused
from classes both to donate and work
the drive. Director of Enivornmental
Service Jeff Fields and Director of
maintenance Rick Figge helped set
Kevin Flack giving blood.

photo | Ben Andrews

up the event for the community.

Chinese New Year
Next Friday, February 16th marks the Chinese
New Year, where we transition from the year of
the rooster to the year of the dog. Thursday the
15th, the SLUH Lion Dance group will perform
during activity period. Anthony Romero, Benjamin Witte, Darvin Lavine, David Thomas, David
Thuita, Dominic Loftis, Johnathan Marshall,
Johnathan Prichard, Justin Koesterer, Max White,
and William Perryman are the students that are
involved in the Lion Dance group.

