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Aldrich,
’60, one of
first black
students at
SLUH

Mission Week: smashing cars,
shaving heads, and eating
pancakes for Puerto Rico

STUCO hopes new
app will boost school
spirit
BY Chris
REPORTER

BY Jack Schweizer
EDITOR IN CHIEF

***Editors note: After
learning about John Carter,
the first black student to attend St. Louis U. High in
1946, and Al G. Thomas,
’50, the first black student to
graduate, at the Black History Month Presentation two
weeks ago, the Prep News
decided to try to learn more
about the history of black
students at SLUH.
Two weekends ago, Editor in Chief Jack Schweizer
had an over the phone interview with James Aldrich,
’60, one of the first black students to attend to St. Louis
U. High. Aldrich, who goes
by Fred, was elected the
homeroom class president
his freshman and sophomore
year, and Vice President of
the homeroom his junior and
senior years. He also ran on
the track team as a sprinter
and long distance runner,
before earning a varsity letter
in the broad jump his senior
year. Immersed in the life of
SLUH, Aldrich was a hard
working student, and won an
award in a Latin contest his
senior year.
The following text is a
transcript of their conversation, which has been edited
for length.

BY Jake Hennes and James
Pollard

A.J. Storer and Ray Bulte getting their heads shaved.
BY Kevin Murati and Ken
Viehland
REPORTERS
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t’s that time of the year
again. Mission Week festivities have been celebrated
by students and teachers
this week and will continue
through today. The goal of

this year’s events has been to
raise funds for Puerto Rico’s
efforts to rebuild after Hurricane Maria.
Since June, STUCO has
been hard at work planning all
of the events that highlight the
week with the hope that the
St. Louis U. High community

continued on page 6

Indiana: weather balloon
jumps on the jet stream
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Class of ’22 performing their first SLUH chant.
BY Johno Jackson and
Nicholas Dalaviras
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ssistant Principle of Student Life Brock Kesterson announced at the end of
the day last Wednesday that
students could bring their
phones to lunch on Thursday.
Such an announcement made
students curious and excited
about what was in store for the
next day. On Thursday, STUCO revealed that they had
made a new app, the SLUH
Junior Bills Official App, or,
the SLUH App. Students were
able to download the app and
explore it throughout the
whole lunch period.
The app has multiple categories: events, rewards, acphoto | Miguel Cadiz
count, fan cam, leaders, social,
scores, and news. The point of
could again put its energy, ex- the app–mostly aimed at stucitement, and money towards dents but available to parents,
a good cause.
faculty and alumni–was for
“The planning period students to get more involved
for Mission Week was great in the SLUH community.
because STUCO was open to
“For students, it’s about
new ideas, and they also did getting involved and it’s an
continued on page 5 incentive to have more spirit,”

said STUCO moderator Kate
Toussaint. “On the bicentennial day on April 21, we’re
gonna debut it to the alumni,
so they’re going to be using it
and it’s a great app for them to
see the news, to see pictures
of current students, and to
just feel connected with the
community.”
When users go to sporting events, plays, or other
SLUH activities, they can
check in at the location of the
event so that the app knows
they are actually there. For
going to an event or for inviting friends, users get points.
Once a certain amount of
points have been reached,
rewards are given to the user,
such as donuts, pizza, and tshirts.
There have been a couple
of people who have found a
loophole through the point
system, however.
“The only issue I think
is that the events are logged
only by location,” said junior

Schulte theater opens doors to ’22 Up, up, and away to

NEWS EDITOR, CORE STAFF

n the wake of last Wednesday’s school shooting in
Parkland, Florida, there have
been many discussions among
students about how they
would react to a similar situation.
It has been almost 19
years since the shooting at
Columbine High School, and

Staley

A

continued on page 4

Discussions
of security
plans after
recent Fla.
shooting
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he Class of 2022 and
their parents gathered
in the Commons on Tuesday
night for the first time to get
information about Direction
Days, course options, summer school, and more as they
begin their transition into
SLUH.
President David Laugh-
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lin and Principal Ian Gibbons, S.J., introduced themselves to the class and spoke
about the rich history and
mission of SLUH that these
current eighth-graders have
now joined.
“Our goal is to serve,”
said Laughlin, addressing the
incoming class. “We’re here
at SLUH to develop ourselves
and use all of our talents to
touch the world.”
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One rugby player’s special experience acting in the Dauphin
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very semester the Environmental STEM class,
taught by Science teacher
Bill Anderson, launches a
weather balloon in hopes
to detect different weather
patterns with the change in
amplitude. The launch last
Thursday was different from
all the rest because the payphoto | Jonel Olar load reached new limits in

continued on page 6

In the informationpacked hour and a half, the
class learned about SLUH
schedules, sports, and Ignatian Spirituality as the admissions team attempted to ease
the difficult transition.
“Through the admissions process, we try to anticipate what questions the
parents will have and what
is in their mind because we

continued on page 2

Opinion

School shootings
What is our role as students at a
Catholic institution in addressing the issue of gun violence in
American society? Page 3

Features

Indiana.
Anderson created the
Environmental STEM class
as a way to do project-based
learning for environmental
science. Students learn about
climate, electricity, wind energy, and biodiesel through
different projects.
For the section on climate, the main project is the
weather balloon. Students

Don’t blank!
See how actors managed to stay
in character when the blank gun
in West Side Story did not fire.
Page 3.

Balloon payload with probes.

Sports

Paint it Pink game
Junior Bills paint DeSmet pink
in front of packed Field House
on Senior Night with win as they
head into District semifinals.
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The sole senior wrestler
Editor Nathan Langhauser sat
down with senior Rich Mahalski
to discuss his wrestling career at
SLUH. Page 11
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Jr. Bills visit D.C. alums in
journalism, politics

Community read-along of Romeo
and Juliet celebrates bicentennial
BY Noah Apprill-Sokol
and Handley Hicks
REPORTER, STAFF
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Students in front of the Capitol.
BY Drew
REPORTER
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Nester

S

ocial studies teachers Sarah Becvar and Tom Zinselmeyer travelled with eight
SLUH juniors on Feb. 15 to
Washington, D.C. to meet
with SLUH alumni working in politics, journalism,
and law. Accompanying the
moderators on this trip were
juniors Drew Nester, Charlie Carse, Will Slatten, Justin
King, Austin Warner, Will
Webster, Patrick Finlay, and
Nick Prainito.
Amid the recently published news that 13 Russians
were indicted in efforts to aid
the Trump campaign, these
juniors enjoyed an inside
look at The New York Times
Washington, D.C. office, witnessed the hustle and bustle
of the office during this hectic time, and met with journalist Nick Fandos, ’14. The
group later met with Washington Post journalist John
Wagner, ’87.
The juniors learned
about the importance of
journalism and the significant role journalists play in
investigating and explaining
news to the public. The journalists gave insight into how
their profession has changed
dramatically since the 2017
election, with President
Donald Trump’s tweets and

photo | courtesy of Drew Nester

frequent negative attacks on
the media. These meetings
were illuminating in regard
to the inner workings and life
of Washington, D.C. journalists, and left a lasting impression on the students.
“Nick Fandos is so
young, and it’s inspiring to
see his success knowing that
he was in the same boat as us
only a few years ago,” said junior Patrick Finlay.
No trip to D.C. would
be complete without meeting
with a lobbyist. The group
met with lobbyist James
Brown, ’60, President and
Partner of Bracey, Tucker,
Brown & Valanzano who
explained his experiences
working with the City of
Saint Louis on urban issues,
and the significant role he
plays in shaping our nation’s
transportation policies.
Juniors also met with
Edward Rowles, ’10, Staff Assistant for U. S. Representative Blaine Luetkemeyer, who
explained his critical role in
researching, drafting, introducing, and assisting with
the process of passing a bill
in Congress. Rowles shared
other insights as well and described his exciting job working on Capitol Hill.
The group also had the
opportunity to meet with two
D.C. lawyers. Mark Grider,

’91, an experienced trial
lawyer and investigator explained what it has been like
working in D.C. on high profile cases for the past 16 years.
Grider shared his personal
experiences in handling
congressional investigations
and numerous trials in this
highly political venue. The
group also met with another
lawyer, Ed McNicholas, ’86,
a specialist in cybersecurity
who also served as Associate
Counsel to President Clinton. McNicholas discussed
the importance of protection
from data breaches, and described trends in electronic
discovery and related privileges.
On Friday night, Feb. 16,
the group attended an event
hosted at the U.S. Capitol.
This event brought young
SLUH alumni together with
current SLUH students, and
provided additional insight
into life in our nation’s capital as a young professional
and student.
Other highlights of the
trip included visiting the National Mall, the White House,
the Washington Monument, the Lincoln Memorial,
Arlington Cemetery, and
Georgetown University, the
nation’s oldest Catholic Jesuit
University.

Class of 2022 receives a warm
welcome and warmer sweatshirts

(continued from page 1)

want to answer proactively
to all of their questions,” said
Anja Schmelter, Director of
Admissions.
English teacher Tim
Curdt gave his iconic Harold
and the Purple Crayon speech,
and he highlighted the mindset needed for a successful
grade school high school
transition.
“Somewhere along the
line you will be forced to take
a risk here,” said Curdt. “You
will make mistakes, but that’s
a part of the game. That is a
part of growth.”
While Freshman Orientation has largely stayed the
same year over year, the Admissions team has adapted the
format based on the feedback
to improve the event every
year.
“The main thing that was

different about this year’s orientation was that when the
parents stayed behind in the
Commons, we had tables set
up representing various cocurriculars and parts of the
curriculum to represent what
we offer,” said Ann Murphy of
the Admissions staff. “For example, this year the big thing
was STEM because so many
students and parents are interested in that, so Mrs. Russo
put together a table and was
able to tell interested parents
about that.”
Other tables included
Campus Ministry, financial
aid, and AMDG, a parents
group on Ignatian Spirituality.
After the presentations in
the Commons, students gathered in the theatre. There they
got to meet some future classmates and current SLUH students in small groups based

on random things they have
in common, such as an interest in swimming or a birthday
in February. Following the
small groups they were led
in cheers in their brand new
hoodies, a change from previous years’ T-shirts.
“This is an exciting night
where everyone is happy, and
it is really fun not just to welcome students coming into
the class but also the parents,”
said Schmelter. “Throughout the high school process,
everyone is usually pretty
anxious and nervous, but on
orientation night, they’re all
excited and celebrating. Orientation is just about making
them all feel at ease looking
around at where they’ll be for
the next four years.”

o help celebrate the
bicentenial, the English Department is having
a community read-along
experience of Shakespeare’s
classic Romeo and Juliet,
long a staple of the SLUH
freshman English curriculum.
The play is ubiquitous,
especially this year: SLUH
students and faculty performed the classic in the
fall, and then did West Side
Story, a modern form of the
play, last weekend. Romeo
and Juliet is also the Shakespeare Festival of St. Louis
production in Forest park
in June.
“It seems like there is
a lot of Romeo and Juliet in
the air,” said Frank Kovarik,
English teacher and the coordinator of the read-along
material.
As SLUH celebrates
the bicentenial, the English
department invited alumni
and members of the SLUH
community to memorialize this literary tradition
through reading and looking at material on the play
to help better understand it.
The project, originally
cocieved by English Departnment chair Steve Missey
represents a collaboration
between the English Department and Director of
Communications Ben DuMont, in the hopes of sharing what is happening in the

classroom with the larger
community.
The read-along has a
website, found on the 200th
anniversary page on the
SLUH website, designed by
DuMont, which offers suggested readings. Each week
there is an essay or some
sort of reflection written
on that week’s reading by
a SLUH English teacher
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which offers insights into
the passage.
The material, produced
and collected by the freshman English teachers, was
posted on a website and
included quizzes on the different acts and scenes of the
play, as well as short pieces
explaining passages and
the importance of reading
Shakespeare in 2018.
The site was designed
for anyone from dedicated
readers who will read the
passages weekly, to someone who just wants to read
the notes about the passages to learn something new

about Romeo and Juliet.
“It was a way to celebrate the bicentennial in
connection to things that
were happening here at
SLUH,” said Kovarik.
“It’s sort of like a big
virtual boowk club,” said
Missey. “We are also hoping to have a gathering
this spring in conjunction
with the Shakespeare in the
Park production of Romeo
and Juliet. It would be cool
to have in the director, or
some actors, or some people
come talk about the staging
of it.”
While it is uncertain
whether this will continue
past the end of the bicentennial year, the English department looks forward to
presenting a second book in
the fall: Mary Shelly’s Frankenstein.
Similar to SLUH, the
year 2018 also marks Frankenstein’s 200th anniversary. The department hopes
to continue the read-along
theme with Frankenstein in
the fall, hopefully gaining
insights from English teacher Kaitlin Southerly, who is
known for her expertise on
the book.
“Currently the only
ambition here is to do this
as part of the celebration of
200 years. If it’s so wildly
successful that people are
calling for more, of course
we’d be open to that, but
right now this is just our
way to contribute to the celebration,” said Missey.

Students spend weekend in Silicon
Valley to discuss future careers
BY Charlie McGroarty
REPORTER

W

hile most students were
taking notes, writing papers, or waiting for the
long weekend ahead of them,
four juniors and four sophomores were all on a plane to
San Francisco last Thursday
to visit the fabled Silicon
Valley in Eastern California.
Math teacher Dan See and
Advancement Chief of Staff
Sean Agniel accompanied the
students as they flew from
St. Louis to meet with multiple St. Louis U. High alumni
from various organizations to
discuss different careers and
pathways that can be pursued
through technology.
See started the trip in
2016 and has gone with every
group since. The trip is only
available to sophomores and
juniors who have taken at
least three computer courses.
Juniors Ethan Hunkins, Max
Johnson, Sean O’Brien, and
Alvin Alaphat as well as sophomores Thomas O’Reilly, Tom
O’Keefe, David Thuita and Micah See accompanied Dan See
and Agniel to San Francisco.
After arriving Thursday
morning, students went to
meet with Chris Goddard, a
SLUH alum working at Kiddom, a company that runs a
learning app for students and
teachers.
“What’s really beauti-

ful about it is we have these
wonderful conversations with
alumni who host us, and they
love having us. So there’s this
instant connection between
the students and them,” said
See. “Every year I’m just
amazed. They take a great interest in the kids. They’re taking time during their workday to host us and then going
back to work. So I love to see
the interactions between the
alumni and the students. It’s
like magic.”
Despite having no SLUH
connections the group also visited Super Megacorp, a video
game developer, on Thursday.
Students met with co-founder
Andi Aliko and CTO Tommy
Krul.
The group was supposed
to meet with an organization
on Thursday, but due to unfortunate timing that appointment had to be cancelled.
Students left the hotel
Friday morning and rode to
Mountain View, the heart of
Silicon Valley. Throughout the
day, students met with alumni
Alex Green, Mark Winkeler,
and Patrick Dustman, who
work at Apple; Mark Missey,
brother of English teacher
Steve Missey, who works at
Infinera; and Rob Grothe, who
works at Pacific Bio.
They also met alumni
Tom Economon and Gus
Mattemel for a quick breakfast

Friday morning, as well as David Linhares, son of Assistant
Principal for Mission Jim Linhares, the community coordinator at Redwood City School.
Students learned not only
about career paths through
technology, but also its uses in
terms of justice and social issues. This was new to this trip,
and adds a more formational
piece to the entire trip.
After two days of appointments and meetings, the
students spent all of Saturday
touring San Francisco. The
group visited the Golden Gate
Bridge, the Fort Point Historic
Site, the Fisherman’s Wharf,
and Chinatown before hopping on a plane Saturday evening. Students were back by
Saturday night, leaving plenty
of time to do homework before
Presidents Day.
Students are given this
opportunity to really see what
it’s like in a completely different part of the country, to see
the differences in cultural and
geography.
“We are not trying to convince them to go into specific
careers,” said See. “This trip
is meant to open their eyes to
what is possible in an area that
they’re interested in, and that’s
a very important and subtle
point. It’s a very rich trip with
so many different levels.”
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The disturbing problem of
school shootings

Reflection

Matthew Quinlan

heatre and Rugby. Two
very different activities
that are made up of two very
different kinds of people. At
least that is what I thought
during my first three years at
St. Louis U. High. This year,
though, after being challenged
to be in a show by my brother
Patrick, I took a dive into the
murky waters of the theatre
program and tried out for
West Side Story.
To say I was nervous
would be a complete understatement. I had never sung in
front of a group of my peers,
or under any type of scrutiny,
as was the case as I stood in
front of the directors. I wasn’t
used to hitting high notes. I
was used to hitting the opposing line. My hands were
shaking uncontrollably while
I sang the first verse of “Jet
Song” from the show, but I
had been completely calm and
collected, dipping down to
make the tackle, when I had a

I never expected something
like this to happen, but it did,
and it was my responsibility to
bring that character to life in
the best way I could.
Production was also a
very different experience. Instead of constantly being active, like in rugby practices, I
was often left alone and waiting around during rehearsals,
but that allowed me to delve
deeper into the character.
One thing that Mrs. Whitaker
always told us was “to live in
the world of the play.” That
kind of placement requires a
certain amount of patience, as
well as a reflective mindset. It
forces you to escape the outside world for a little bit, and
to forget all of the stresses,
anxieties, and pains of your
normal life. It makes you go
into the shoes of another person, in my case, Doc, who was
in a different period of time,
and living under incredibly
different circumstances.
For me, Doc was an
evolving character. My first

Matthew Quinlan (left) as Doc.
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270 pound man run head-on
toward me at full speed. This
was something entirely different.
I managed to get a singing and dancing call-back, the
former of which took me by
surprise. And by that Wednesday evening, I had done everything I could. I remember
sitting eagerly the following
day, knowing that the cast list
would be put out that evening.
I was nervous, but also withdrawn, because I knew the
chances that I, a rookie in the
theatre program, would get
a significant part were very
small.
I remember going to the
Prep News office to work on
the paper that we were putting
out the next day, and seeing
my phone light up. The notification was an email from Daniel Becvar, with the subject
line reading “West Side Story
Cast List.” I fumbled with my
phone to unlock it and looked
at the PDF that was attached.
I combed through the PDF,
looking for my name, and under the grouping of “Adults,”
I saw it, right across from
the character, Doc. I was ecstatic, and immediately called
my brother and my parents.

approach to him was a hardass World War II veteran who
was not afraid to scream his
head off at the kids when they
screwed up. But the more that
I worked my scenes, I began to realize that I had that
character completely wrong,
and I came to a realization.
Doc was the closest thing I
got to my grandpa. An old,
soft-spoken man, made wise
through his past experiences,
who cares deeply about the
kids he is surrounded by and
believes that there is at least
some good in them, despite
the world around them saying
otherwise.
My grandpa passed
away five years ago this past
November, and this was the
closest that I have felt to him.
During Tech Week, I even
wore the Timex watch that he
wore every day, just to try and
take as much of him as I could
and pour it into Doc.
I am so grateful that I was
able to be a part of this show
my senior year, and I honestly
wish I had started earlier. This
was an experience that I will
never forget, and it will always
hold a special place for me.

T
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S

ince my freshman year at
St. Louis U. High, at the
start of each school year, students throughout the school
cluster together in the corners
of classrooms, with the lights
off and the doors locked, for
the annual lockdown drill. We
anticipate and imagine what
would happen if a shooter,
like the one in Parkland, Florida who killed 17 people last
week, unleashed carnage in
the halls of SLUH. The drill
and the ensuing conversations
I would have with my classmates about how to escape
from a potential mass murderer all seemed natural—after all, these shootings are,
unfortunately, common.
But the simple fact that we
have been trained to respond
to mass shooter situations is
disturbing and a relatively new
problem. School shootings
were rare before Columbine, a
school shooting in Colorado in
1999, which is considered the
first of the major shootings.
Since then, numerous young
people have died, from first
graders to college students, at
Sandy Hook elementary, Santa
Monica college, and Red Lake
High School, to name a few.
Prior generations did not
have to deal with this problem.
According to the New York
Times, I am part of the ‘mass
shooting generation.’ Anyone
born in 1999-2000 has grown
up with lockdown drills typically starting in grade school.
Preparing for a gruesome,
deadly attack, thinking about
escape plans, and debating the
issues of gun control and security have become routine practices at SLUH and high schools
across the country. While
kids during the 1960s practiced what to do during the
detonation of a nuclear bomb,
our generation has to prepare how to hide, fight, or flee
from a person with an assault
rifle. Who knows what kinds
of psychological, mental, and
emotional effects these types of
drills could have on children.
It’s hard to go to school
anymore and not think about
the potential for a school
shooting. This year, all students
and faculty are required to
wear lanyards at SLUH, a security move in response to school
shootings, which serves as a
physical and visual reminder
that the problem has yet to be
solved.

As a Catholic school,
committed to serving the common good, we have to ask ourselves why society can allow
such senseless violence to occur. Seemingly, we need to do
a better job of taking care of
each other. While banning AR15s and installing more security would help, perhaps these
shootings would stop if we
simply expanded our “circle of
compassion,” a term coined by
Greg Boyle, S.J.. Noticing those
on the margins, and working
to make sure they get attention
could prevent someone from
slipping into an extreme state
of despair.
As of now though, the
problem only seems to be getting worse. According to the
Washington Post, there have
been seven school shootings
so far this year—at least one
each week. This is no doubt a
time when the citizens of the
United States most need lawmakers to pass common sense
laws to lessen the violence.
Unfortunately though, for the
past 18 years, lawmakers have
repeatedly failed at addressing the problem. Little to no
legislation has been passed in
an effort to stop gun violence.
I suspect many congressmen
and women are more concerned with appealing to their
base of voters during this polarized time than compromising and doing what’s best for
the country.
Instead of relying on lawmakers, we should take our
cue from the survivors of Majory Stoneman Douglas High
School, who took action by
lobbying for gun control in
their state capital of Tallahassee, as well as Washington,
D.C. this past week. While it
is important to advocate at the
Capital for these issues, like the
students from Florida, we as
students need to start taking
action in each of our everyday
encounters. Start by simply
getting to know everyone in
the community. Talk to classmates you don’t know very
well. Eat lunch at different tables, with different people each
quarter. Take time to have serious conversations with friends
about life away from school.
Pray for those on the margins,
and for the victims of school
shootings. The closer we are
as a community, the less likely
our future generations will also
be dubbed the ‘mass shooting
generation.’
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The shot not heard around
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BY Nathan P. Wild II and
Sam Ortmann
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C

lick.

The faint sound of a
jammed gun barely reached
beyond the first few rows in
the final scene of Saturday
night’s performance of West
Side Story. Rather than audience members jumping at the
loud bang, the actors were the
ones who recieved a greater
shock: the gun hadn’t gone off
in the climactic scene.
“The biggest thing is
making sure you go with
the flow. Even if you know
something went wrong, you
need to do your best to play
it off so the audience gets the
same experience as if things
went right,” said junior Jimmy
Wolfe, who played Chino and
fired the gun. “I wanted the
audience’s night to not be ruined by dropping character.
I wanted to stay in the scene,
just roll with the punches, and
I thought everything went
great all things considered.”
Although actors backstage were not in view of the
scene, the missing loud pop
of the gun was something that
didn’t go unnoticed.
“Backstage every night
we expect the loud noise from
the gun and we don’t have
earplugs, so we kind of just
spread around to everyone
that the gun is going off soon.
We heard the click and everyone just looked at each other
like ‘Oh, no.’ I thought the
guys on stage, especially Darren, did incredibly well,” said
senior Eric Schnelker, who
played Toro.
The actors are often
trained in case of emergency
in a play. Although it is difficult to predict the error
that will occur, the actors are
trained to respond to a variety
of situations to keep the show
going.
“Thankfully
we
are
trained that if something like
that happens, we are to stay in
the scene, play honestly, and
just keep rolling,” said senior
Darren Tucker, who played
Tony and was supposed to be
shot by the blank.
An unfired jammed gun
is also dangerous, even if it
only fires blanks. Fatal injuries can be dealt by shrapnel
travelling at extreme speeds
if hit up close. Thus, the

The real gun in its box.

jam was not only a problem
for the audience, but also
kept Tucker’s heart racing.
“It was very scary for me
though because I’d been told
we were using blanks and that
if shot up close, they could kill
you,” said Tucker. “After I die,
Maria goes on this tangent
about wanting to kill everyone and throws the gun down
fairly close to me usually. But
thank God that night she
placed the gun down.”
Errors are a chance for
actors to showcase their more
personal creative side, having
to roll with something that
was unexpected.
“When the gun didn’t go
off, you can’t stop. Good actors and performers have to be
good at improv. You see lots of
different people when things
go wrong in a show, they find
ways to carry on. When the
gun didn’t go off it seemed
like Tony’s death was more
symbolic. It added to the show
in an unpredictable way,” said
senior Sean Cailteux, who
played Lt. Shrank.
The practices and performances are never perfect,
always keeping the actors
light on their feet and ready to
handle any issues.
“Another time happened
in Romeo and Juliet when
Sam Pottinger and I got in a
sword fight and literally within 30 seconds, the hilts of our
swords got caught together. So
for 15 seconds we were struggling to get them apart. It’s all
about trusting your work and
your instincts in the moment,”
said Cailteux. “You have to
keep going and just treat it
like it’s a part of the show. All
of a sudden you’re not Tybalt
and Romeo in a sword fight,
you’re Tybalt and Romeo trying to get your swords apart.
You are still your character,
but you have to do something
you weren’t prepared to do.”
The night was still wellreceived by both the cast and
the audience. Besides the one
technical hiccup, many of the
cast still believe it to be their
best performance.
“It was the best night of
our show and to have something like that happen on
our best night didn’t hurt the
quality of it overall, but made
the audience think a little bit
more,” said Cailteux.
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You know most of the
white guys lived in different
neighborhoods than I did. I
was in a neighborhood which
turned from white to black in
a few years. But I wouldn’t
say that I couldn’t become
friends with them, but we
probably just remained
friends on a friendly basis,
we didn’t get to become close
friends or anything like that.
I didn’t develop any close
relationships with anybody
there.

Jack Schweizer: If you
don’t want to answer it, or if
you’re uncomfortable at any
point, you don’t have to answer it all. But how did the
other students at SLUH treat
you? As a minority in the
school, did you encounter
any struggles or problems.
Was there any racism?
Fred Aldrich: That’s
a very good question, and
since I knew I was going to
have this interview with you,
I thought about it and went
back and searched my memory bank to see if I recalled any
issues or any problems or any
students that gave me a hard
time, and I must honestly
say the answer is no, I really
blended right in with everybody else. I played on the
football team with everybody
else, played in gym with everybody else, and you know
ate lunch with everybody
else, attended Mass with everybody else, and got into
trouble with everybody else.
And I must say that back in
the mid 50s, I was treated just
like any other student there.
That’s my honest to God
opinion. I did not incur any
sort of racism. If there were
students there that were uncomfortable with me being
there, they kept it to themselves. But yeah I can honestly say that I experienced
no problems whatsoever.
I was very pleasantly
surprised to be considered
a leader amongst my homeroom guys. That was very
much an honor for me. So I
had a very good experience
with it. And even throughout all the other students, on
the track team, I knew some
juniors, some seniors, some
sophomores, and we were
all friends together, we all
trained together and I knew
some of the football players
and I actually was inspired
by a couple guys there that

JS: And did you grow up
in the city? You mentioned
a lot of those schools were
there.

Fred Aldrich in his senior year
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FA: That’s a very good
question. Let’s see, because I
had attended white schools at
the grade school level, I was
somewhat comfortable with
that situation. But I went to
St. Louis U. High. I was a
little bit nervous when I first
showed up, the first day. I
guess I was probably a little
bit nervous as time went on,
maybe for a little while.
But no I never had any
issues where I was nervous
about speaking up or saying
anything or doing anything.
No, just when I initially
started school, probably had
a little bit of anxiety, that
sort of thing, which would
be normal for anyone. But,
things got off to a good start
and they stayed that way.
And actually when I
was a senior I got a chance
to pay off part of my tuition
by working at the switchboard. And I worked at the
switchboard from February
or March of 1960 and my job
was to answer the telephone

art | Jackson DuCharme

were the A students, and the
played football, and basketball and baseball and track.
And I said, wow, this is really
a good role model for me to
accomplish as much as these
guys have accomplished. And
so I would say I really had a
great time there and no issues
whatsoever.

that rang down in the lobby
of the school. And I picked
Friday night and Sunday
morning, because that gave
me time to study. Because
there wasn’t much activity
going on at school you know
in Friday evenings or Sunday
mornings back in those days,
so that was kind of cool.
And you know, so I think
JS: Were you nervous I was treated with respect in
at all about going into a pre- my years there and I hope I
dominantly white school?
treated everyone else that I

met with respect in the same
way, so I was very very fortunate. I had a group of guys
that were really outstanding
and teachers and scholastics
that were there were very
outstanding as well. So, I had
a very very good experience.
JS: And from the teachers as well, how was experience with teachers?
FA: Teachers were excellent. I detected no problems
with any of the priests, scholastics, or the lay teachers.
None whatsoever. If I had a
problem with a subject matter, they were there to help
me just like anyone else. So
I even maintained a relationship, a friendship, with one
of the priests when I left St.
Louis U. High. I had a family
issue, I went to discuss it with
him, and he was open and
honest with me so it worked
out very, very well.
I actually did meet one
black scholastic at St. Louis
U. High. I was probably a senior. I was planning on going
to St. louis university school
of engineering and I ran into
him one day down there on
campus and he was a scholastic, but I don’t think he was
assigned to St. Louis U. High.
I guess he was a graduate student at St. Louis University.
But the instructors, no one
gave me a hard time at all,
and there was no nervousness, and a very very good
experience from the teachers
standpoint.
JS: Okay, great. And I remember you said you looked
up to the football players and
the people with A grades and
stuff like that. And you mentioned you had black friends.
Were you friends with white
students as well?
FA: Oh yeah, I would
say that you know it’s one
of these things where your
friends, you’re acquaintances, and that nature, but
I never really developed any
long term, permanent type
relationships with other students at that time. I’m not so
sure why that was, I’m not
so sure that it was the exception rather than the rule. But
again we all got along.

FA: Yeah, my father actually was a school teacher
himself at Sumner high
school and also at McKinley
high school down in St. Louis. And as it turns out he was
one of the first if not the first
black teacher to teach there at
McKinley High School, and
my mom she was also, she
was a licensed practical nurse
for a few years. My brother
went to McBride high school,
up in North St. Louis, which
again is now closed. So my
family’s roots were in education and the church, and I
think all of that led to my de-

racial incidents in St. Louis,
but not many of them away
from school. I suppose that
my desire to succeed with
my parents behind me and
the opportunity that I recognized that going to St. Louis
u. High, and going into engineering, and etc. etc. paid off
on me as time went on.
I probably experienced
more, I wouldn’t say it was
overt racism, but I experienced some moments of
some racism in the workplace, and I knew a lot of
guys who experienced a lot
more than I did in the workplace. But we all put our head
down, we all got through it
somehow. We didn’t let it
detract from our own ambitions and desires to succeed.
So you know probably a little
bit of both things that you
mentioned. Being in the right
place at the right time, being
in an environment that was
conducive to doing the right,
smart things. Getting on the
bandwagon early in my high
school career in terms of the
goals that I had in life, and
sticking to it, and not letting
anything get in the way…
So I think it’s a lot of
the factors are you know, the
environment, the folks that
I was dealing with at school,

Aldrich, front row five from left, in the track team photo.

ing ahead.
JS: Yeah, and I think
many would view your story
as, you’re a pioneer. Even
though you didn’t experience
a lot of racism at SLUH, it
must have taken a lot of bravery to go there, just simply by
the fact that there were more
white students than black
students.
FA: Yeah, I think that’s
probably a good characterization of the situation …
You know I think I probably assumed that, I better
do well, or my father will get
me number 1. And then the
school would not be happy
with me either, so I said well,
with that kind of pressure I
guess I better keep going.
JS: Yeah. So, and you
mentioned this earlier and
you can leave this as vague
as you want, but you said you
had experiences of racism
in the workplace, could you
describe without going into
painful detail what that was
like?
FA: Oh sure. Let’s see. I
lived out here in Washington
D.C. area, and the Virginia
area, and I worked for the
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velopment as a young student all those things came into
early on.
play and kind of supported
me and my action and my
JS: Yeah, okay. So yeah, ambitions. I’m not sure if I’m
I don’t know. I didn’t want to answering your question.
come in with any assumptions into this interview, but I
JS: Yeah, I got it. You
think the typical view at least had a strong work ethic, and
when you read history books, fortunate, and you pushed
looking back into the past, through things.
is that things were bad for
black people, and certainly
FA: Yeah, I think when
that’s true but your experi- I was watching T.V., and
ence seems to say otherwise, looking at all the things that
so how would you explain were going on in the South,
this. Do you think you had a that were happening, all the
unique and unusual experi- marches that were going on.
ence where you just got lucky Dr. Martin Luther King’s
that you didn’t have too many marches that he was doing.
problems, or what was it like? Rosa Parks, she was forced to
Do you think you were an sit at the back of the bus. And
exception to the rule, where I think I took a look at that
you just happened to land and decided that my brothat the right place at SLUH ers and sisters out there who
where there weren’t many were working to fight injusproblems, I’m just curious, tice were doing a pretty good
what’s your context?
job, and I think that probably
what I should do, if I’m conFA: Yeah, that’s a very fronted with situations like
good question, I never really that, hopefully I’ll be able to
thought about it from that respond in kind and do it on
standpoint. Let me try to an- my own grounds.
swer that. I think the environBut you know I’m sure
ment that I was in, certainly that this is not unique to
in the schools that I went to black people and certainly
the, the tolerance of some of there are issues with transthe white people I was associ- genders, and so on and so
ated with, the drive that my forth, and gays, and so on
parents gave me and my own and so forth, and we’re all
initiatives and drives kind struggling together, but we
of like all blended together. just put our heads down and
I’ve seen and witnessed some keep moving and keep forg-

government for a few years.
And some of the workplaces
I was actually questioned as
to what my credentials were
as to why I was even hired for
this specific company. Not by
the management that hired
me but by some of the people I worked with. I’ve had a
couple of those kinds of incidents.
JS: You said they questioned your credentials?
FA: Yeah, they wanted
to know why I was hired in
this position. But the most
overt racism was when I
worked for the government. I
was looking for housing in a
suburb of Maryland, and my
wife at the time and I went
out to look at the apartment,
and at the apartment the
lady asked me, are you in the
military. I said, no I am not,
and she said, ‘well we can’t
rent to you.’ And that kind
of set me back a little bit as
well because I lived in Washington DC and I worked way
out in Maryland and it was
quite a drive and I wanted
to get close to work. And so
that incident was another eye
opener for me as well.
And even when we were
living in St. Louis, my mother
used to tell me some situations in St. Louis which were
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$6,000 raised so far with more donations to come from Extraordinist and Fish Fry
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Seniors Ben Massenberg, Teddy Gerard, and Thomas Curdt at the Coffee House on Monday.
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a good job of looking back
at ideas from the past,” said
Spanish teacher and STUCO
moderator Kate Toussaint.
“We had a lot of work even before the seniors left, and while
the seniors were gone, the
freshmen, sophomores, and
juniors really stepped up. They
designed all the clothing and
did a really great job with that.
It helped me that I had my two
senior classes gone because I
was able to focus more time
on planning the little things
that come up.”
Students will notice a
result of this year’s planning
was the streamlining of the
schedule for the week. As opposed to last year when there
were multiple notable activities for each day, this year has
seen one big event anchored to
each day.
Although there were no
classes, Mission Week officially started off on Monday night
with a more subdued event.
The Commons was transformed into a coffee house
with music, poetry, and plenty
of coffee and tea.
STUCO president Jack
McGrail, one of the most notable architects of the week, was
pleased with how everything
played out.
“The coffee house really
started Mission Week off with
a bang,” said McGrail. “I think
it went really well and it definitely got us off on the right
foot.”
While many people took
the stage to present poetry, a
highlight for many was English teacher Chuck Hussung,
who helped organize the evening as well.
“I enjoyed myself tremendously. I knew that it would
make me happy to hear music being made, poetry being
cherished, and to be with people who were drawn to music
and poetry,” said Hussung.
Hussung was slated to
perform two poems, one he
composed called “Without
Rock, No Chalk” and another
by Christian Wiman named
“My Stop Is Grand.” Hussung
also participated in the part
of the night set aside for unplanned presentations.
“The loose, spontaneous
spirit of the event is part of
what makes it so special. We
called for some random performances, and in that spirit, I
read the prologue for Act II of
Romeo And Juliet,” said Hus-

sung.
While he was certainly
happy to have the evening go
so well, that didn’t stop him
from turning an eye towards
what the future holds. Hussung sees the event as something that can be expanded in
the future.
“Next year we would like
to do an acting scene from the
speech team, a quartet from
the choral music department,
and perhaps an improv sketch.
There’s room for prepared performances to have a slightly
larger role,” said Hussung.

hiccup occured when senior
Michael Llewellyn cut his
hand while he was hitting
the car. Despite the injury, he
loved the event.
“I had a great experience
with the car smash and felt like
it was offered a great chance to
show our SLUH brotherhood
and pride,” said Llewellyn. “Although the car smash proved
to get the best of me, I do
not regret a single moment
of it because I felt the energy
of my brothers behind me.
Also, I saw the compassion of
everyone around me as they

get Ski there, which I don’t get
very often. It’s been one of the
highlights of the week and I
hope we see it again next year.”
Wednesday saw a College dress down theme and
during Actvity Period, an allyou-can-eat pancake breakfast
from Chris’s Cakes. The pancake breakfast has been a staple of Mission Week, but the
timing of the event has been
refined to allow students to get
the most out of the meal.
“This was my favorite
pancake breakfast because we
were able to have it during Activity Period,” said McGrail.
“For a lot of people who don’t
like to get up early, this was
their first opportunity to try
it.”
Although the food was
delivered as promised, many
students agreed there was one
place where improvement was
needed: the wait time.
“Overall I thought the
breakfast was a good event.
The pancakes were amazing,
but the wait was pretty long.
It was probably a little over
10 minutes,” said junior Jack
Klos.
STUCO had planned a
way to tackle the long wait
times, but unfortunately their
plans fell through at the last
minute. However, there is confidence this won’t be an issue
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A student at the car smashing on Tuesday.

There was no shortage
of appreciation for Hussung’s
hard work. Students seemed
to thoroughly enjoy the time
they spent in the converted
Commons and had only good
things to say.
“I’ll never pass up an opportunity to see Mr. Hussung
bless the community with poetry,” said senior Nick Patritti.
“It was just a really awesome
evening.”
With classes resuming
Tuesday, events were finally
able to occur during the school
day. The dress down theme for
Tuesday was dress like a teacher, and the marquee event was
a car smash. Students gathered
around a classic Buick Regal as
their peers beat the car into a
shell of its former self. There
was a threat of weather problems, but fortunately the event
was held as planned.
“We were pretty lucky the
rain held off, because like last
year this was a fun time,” said
McGrail. “I think everyone
was entertained to see their
classmates take all their anger
out on the car.”
While most of the event
went as planned, one small

took care of me to get me the
proper treatment for my injury. I’m glad STUCO decided
to do this again and hope they
continue to do it in the future
while adapting little parts each
time.”
Tuesday also saw the
opening of the Switch Bar located at the old switchboard.
This Gadfly-run soda bar has
been open all week and was
actually inspired by a past
Mission Week.
“We were talking in the
Gadfly room about how this
was done a few years ago,
and we wondered why it ever
stopped since it was such a
great idea. We found some
furniture that wasn’t being
used, got some soda, and set
everything up,” said junior
Tate Portell, a member of Gadfly who is working the bar.
The drink station has
proven quite popular with
students. Part of the popularity is due to the fact that Ski is
offered. For sophomore Josh
Sisul, the availability of drink
has made the bar a memorable
part of Mission Week.
“It’s a pretty nice place,”
said Sisul. “I like that I can

Thursday was centered
around head shaving at Activity Period, with the dress
down theme being jersey day.
Math teacher Stephen Deves
and science teacher Bradley
Mueller saw their hair styles
changed to mullets after the
school raised over $1,018 for
their new looks. Several students also saw their heads
shaved for donations, including sophomore Ray Bulte.
“It was scary, because I
didn’t want to get it shaved off.
But I figured that it was for a
good cause and I don’t really
need my hair anyway,” said
Bulte. “When Mr. Deves announced he was shaving his
head I told him to sign me up
sarcastically, but he said he
would and actually signed me
up. Honestly I’m glad I did it
and I’ll probably do it again
next year.”
McGrail was also very
happy with how the event
went.
“Head shaving was awesome, and Mr. Deves and Mr.
Muller did a great job promoting and participating in it. Out
of all of our events so far that’s
definitely the one that raised
the most money,” said McGrail.
Today students will be
seeing a performance by Extraordinist Craig Karges, who

again.
“We were supposed to be
getting two grills, but things
got mixed up and we only
ended up one which is what
caused the line to be a little
long,” said McGrail. “I know
the plan is for next year to
have two and I don’t see why
that wouldn’t turn out to be
the case.”

he will attempt to read students’ minds. Although it is
unknown what exactly will
happen due to the nature of
the show, McGrail is optimistic for a good performance
that the school community
can participate in.
“I’m really excited for
the show because the whole
school gets to experience it

Students at Chris’ Cakes in the Si Commons on Wednesday.

together. I think everyone will
be impressed at what they see,”
said McGrail.
While there is no direct
cost for a student to watch,
there will be a suggested donation of five dollars to support
the missions.
All in all, the week has
been a huge success, with
plenty of good memories created. Many students shared
their favorite moments and
their hopes for the future.
“I’ve thoroughly enjoyed
this Mission Week,” said freshman Tommy Pollard. “My favorite activity so far was the
head shaving. After this year,
I’m definitely looking forward
to three more.”
“I’m enjoying this Mission Week a lot, more than
even last year’s,” said sophomore Mark Indelicato. “I like
that there is one big activity a
day and not a bunch on one
day so I won’t have to miss
anything. So far, my favorite
activity was the car smashing.
Honestly I hope future Mission Weeks are similar to this
one.”
“My favorite activity
so far was the car smashing,
which I participated in. I
smashed the hood,” said junior
John Decampi. “I do miss how
in the past there were multiple
events everyday, but this one is
still great. I’m looking forward
to next year’s mission week,
where I really hope they add
a pumpkin smashing activity.”
“My favorite activity this
year was the bake sale. I’m just
a cookie guy and it’s always
fun to get some cookies. The
boys get all riled up for cookies. I think the car smash is
starting to become a classic
now. This year’s Mission Week
has its pluses and minuses, but
it’s definitely got its own character,” said senior Dominic
Watkins.
“We felt it was better to
focus our energies on doing
one thing really well each day
and getting the word out, and
I think it’s been really successful,” said Toussaint.
“This is my last year
working with STUCO, and
for me this has been my favorite mission week. I think it’s
because we are doing one big
event a day,” said Toussaint.
“It’s just been a really fun
Mission Week,” said McGrail.
“What’s more to say?”
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STEM class watches balloon fly away; 11 hour car trip to retrieve it
(continued from page 1)

on Illinois near the Mississippi River. The other launches
in years past followed a similar track when they flew, but
this one was different: it flew
all the way to Vernon, Ind.
“The chase was the biggest thing. It was just absolutely astounding,” said Anderson. “I never would have
thought it would get that far.”
The weather balloon is
designed to rise above the
jet stream, a band of the atmosphere with very strong
wind currents. The weather
balloon this semester was
launched and stayed in the
jet stream longer than usual,
causing a great adventure and
fantastic data. The balloon
reached a maximum height
of 16.8 miles and a speed of
161 miles per hour, both of
which are new records for the
St. Louis U. High balloon.
From the experience,
students learn how pressure, Anderson and students preparing for the balloon launch.
oxygen, relative humidity,
wind speed, irradiation, UVA and how the atmosphere ferent spheres of the atmo“Part of it is just so that
and UVB vary with altitude, works as it reaches the dif- sphere.
the students learn more
about the composition of the
atmosphere,” said Anderson.
“There’s also some very striking things that are kind of
counterintuitive.”
Now that there have
been several launches, the
students can compare their
results with the results of previous launches.
“The biggest difference
is in the height of the troposphere,” said Anderson. “The
boundary is higher in the
summer because when it is
hotter, it expands.”
After the launch, the
founder of High Altitude,
a company that produces
photo | courtesy of Mr. Bill Anderson
the balloon, parachute, and
A map of the flight path of the balloon.

spend class time testing possible probes that can go in the
payload, a styrofoam cooler.
They assemble the positioning of where the probes will
go. Then, the students work
with Director of Information Technology Jonathan
Dickmann
programming
Raspberry Pi’s to take photos
while in the air. A Raspberry
Pi is a small computer that
can be programmed to do
tasks such as taking photos
in time increments.
On Thursday, the group
was ready. They loaded the
parachute and balloon and
let released it.
“The launching part was
the best part because we put
a lot of work into it, and we
had to make sure everything
was under a certain weight
limit,” said senior Jared Scott.
“When we saw the balloon
going, everything paid off.
That was something we did.”
For the launch in the fall,
the balloon landed in a farm
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flight computer for the SLUH
weather balloon, visited the
STEM class.
“He was really interested
in our launch and to see how
we were doing. He was really impressed with the work
that our guys have done,” said
Anderson. “Our payload is a
lot more sophisticated than
most.”
“One of the nice things
is that I am learning probably
as much as the kids,” said Anderson. “It’s amazing that our
guys are able to discover that
stuff on their own.”

Students gain points for attending events through the new app
(continued from page 1)

Gabe Lepak. “I was able to
check into West Side Story,
and the Father-Son Rec Night,
and the Paint it Pink game,
even though I was only at one
event. The point system is still
really good, though.”
To keep a competitive
spirit in the app, the leaders
section shows a leaderboard
of who has the most points,
ranging from first to 50th
place. Students who are more
towards the top of the list are
getting into the most competitive spirit, making them go to
more events.
“If you look at the leaderboard, I am now in third
place by one point, which I
am lowkey bummed about
because I am now behind Joe
Hillmeyer and Liam John by
only one point,” said Lepak.
The fan cam is part of the
app where students, faculty,
alumni, or parents can upload
pictures of themselves at the
events and show their SLUH
spirit. Students on the fan cam
seem to be having a good time
and students think that it will
help boost involvement with
SLUH.
“I think the fan cam is
good so far because it can
show to anyone using the app
how a certain event is going
on, and I think it could show
what a good time people are
having at certain games or

art | Kyle McEnery

other SLUH events,” said junior Will McCann. “Overall
I like it because it gives all
SLUH students the ability to
look at what other guys are
doing and I think it could
cultivate some more school
spirit, which has been lacking
in my opinion.”
The scores section gives
scores of recent athletic games
and the social section links

users to Twitter where they
can find tweets from a variety of SLUH-related accounts.
The scores section seems to be
the part of the app that needs
the most improvement.
“I think the SLUH app
is great and a convenient app
and its rewards system seems
promising,” said sophomore
John Mungenast. “The only
issue I have with it is that on

the scores page there is no
monitoring and anyone can
put any score from events that
don’t even have scores, which
can be irritating.”
Users can also personalize their account by having a
profile picture and can invite
friends from their phone contacts in the account section.
There happen to be a few minor details in the section that

seem to bother some of the
student users.
“The details in the account section could’ve been
executed a little more cleanly,”
said junior Sean McLaughlin.
“It’s a great idea and it has a lot
of potential.”
The idea for the app was
presented to SLUH in spring
of 2017 when a sales rep from
Louisville who worked with
the app “SuperFan” reached
out to SLUH to get their app
to grow through the school.
Other schools in St. Louis
had already been targeted by
SuperFan and were using a
similar app.
“A sales rep for SuperFan
who was out of Louisville contacted me via email because
he had started to get some
schools in St. Louis to buy in
and create their school’s version of their program,” said
athletic director Chris Muskopf. “In his sales pitch, he
mentioned MICDS was one of
the schools that had recently
bought into their program.”
SLUH had been thinking
about taking on the idea for a
while. After a busy third and
fourth quarter with Mission
Week and spring break, SLUH
put it off for the summer and
didn’t revisit it until the next
school semester in the fall.
“Coming back this fall,
we made it a point and a pri-

ority that we need to look at
this and either decide yes or
no rather than just keep going
around in circles on this,” said
Muskopf. “For one reason
or another last spring, it just
didn’t work out that we could
all sit down.”
During the fall semester, Kesterson, Toussaint, and
members of STUCO had an
online meeting with the reps
from SuperFan to hear their
pitch and decide on if they
should take up on the offer
and make the app.
The app is still in a developmental phase, but STUCO
believes that it will expand
a lot more going into a full
school year instead of starting in the middle of a quarter.
With the incoming freshman
class, STUCO also hopes that
it will become ingrained in
them so that they will use it
for their whole experience at
SLUH.
“I think it’s only going to
expand from here. We’re at a
base level and a lot of people
don’t even have the app,” said
McGrail. “Once people start
to download the app and start
to use it and become familiar
with it, it’ll become an actual
huge thing, especially over
the next four years. I’m really
excited about it. We hope to
boost attendance for sure.”
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Students and faculty react to lockdown policy; members of
Emergency Reaction Committee discuss potential plans
(continued from page 1)

in that time, there have been
25 fatal active shootings in
elementary schools and high
schools in the United States,
according to USA Today.
Students have become
too accustomed to hearing
about shootings and threats,
yet there is no standardized
plan on what to do in the event
of an active school shooter. Although many people have different opinions on whether to
engage the shooter or hide, everybody agrees on one thing:
you must plan beforehand.
Saint Louis U. High is

“We don’t really
give this much
thought because
this never really
happens here.”
-Delton Utsey
always revising their security
procedures. The current lockdown procedure, in the case
of an active shooter, is a little
unclear and really depends on
the situation.
“The way it used to be was
just to lockdown. That means
lights off, doors locked, window shades down, and get to
the corner of the room and
be quiet. In recent years, the
concern is that people may be
sitting ducks if that happens,”
said Assistant Principal for
Student Life Brock Kesterson.
“The new theory is to possibly flee depending on where
you are at in the building and
where the shooter is. It is a
hard question to answer, but
our current procedure is potentially a little bit of both of
those.”
As more and more school
shootings have happened, the
discussion for what to do has
continued to build.
“The good thing about
this topic is that this is something that we have been thinking about for a long time. We

have made progress over the
years and continue to improve
our procedures to hopefully
get to a point where we feel
safe. This isn’t a response to
the Florida shooting or anything that happened recently,
but rather it is something that
is under constant review with
the committee,” said Kesterson.
Although there are multiple different opinions as
to how to address a shooting, most people think that
we need more education and
training on how to approach it.
“I agree with a more active response during a lockdown where you are proactive in engaging the attacker,
as opposed to the old-school
approach to lockdown, where
you just hid under a desk,” said
Head of Security Patrick Zarrick.
Although he believes in a
more active approach, Zarrick
is uncertain as to what that
may entail and is looking to
turn that into a discussion.
“If you haven’t been
trained with a gun and know
what happens to a bullet when
it comes out of a gun, with the
ricochets and bounces it can
take, it could end very badly. I
am very reluctant with taking
an approach where teachers
have firearms,” said Zarrick. “I
think having certain teachers
trained in using pepper spray
and having it in the classroom
would definitely be open to
discussion. I think you have to
be creative with what we think
of as weapons. It would need
to be something that is easy to
use and is not difficult to think
about, yet is effective.”
Some students feel fairly
safe with the current drills,
while others echo Zarrick’s belief in a more active approach
and are open to discussion on
what exactly that would look
like, with most understanding
how difficult it is to prepare for
such a situation.
“I’ve never felt endangered in this building spe-

cifically,” said senior Andrew
Schwartz. “I think we would
handle threats.”
“Like we all just kind of
cuddle in and are vulnerable ...
we don’t really give this much
thought because this never really happens here but maybe
we could talk about practical
things like if someone comes
up, spread out throughout the
classroom, have somebody
stand right by the door with
something ready,” said senior
Delton Utsey. “This sounds
horrible, but we could minimize casualties if people were
ready to attack and knew how
to attack. Like a self-defense
class.”
“Most active shooters, if
you look at the most recent
shootings, have been students
at those schools, either presently or at some other time. I
think our drill is obsolete because they (a potential armed
student) know the drill,” said
senior Damen Alexander.
“What would a more effective
school shooting policy be? ... I

“The main
question we are
trying to answer
is ‘How do you
balance an
inviting culture
and the need to
control access and
insure safety with
the faculty, staff,
and students.’”
-Patrick Zarrick
don’t even know really.”
As part of the plan to
improve security, members of
Saint Louis U. High’s administration have been taking a look
at different drills and procedures.
“There is a committee of
diverse individuals, called the
Emergency Response commit-

tee, that represent every user
group on this campus and we
are all discussing security. It
was formed by Mr. Laughlin,
myself, Mr. Rankin, and Mr.
Komos. We wanted representation from every user group.
With input from that group,
we are trying to plot a course
forward to tighten campus security. It’s no secret that SLUH
has enjoyed a fairly open campus for a long period of time,
but given events over the last
several years, we are compelled
to continue to revisit the way
our campus works,” said Zarrick. “The main question we
are trying to answer is ‘How do
you balance an inviting culture
and the need to control access
and insure safety with the faculty, staff, and students?’”
The committee is focusing on a couple of main points,
especially points of access and
training.
“One of the main points
we are looking at is access.
Right now, you can access
campus through the Oakland
lot and from the turnaround,
but during the day, other
doors are open to allow students to cut from one place to
another more easily,” said Zarrick. “Many other schools have
one way in and one way out.
That door is locked and there
are eyes on that door all of the
time with somebody checking
people in.”
Kesterson, Zarrick, and a
few other members of administration originally made a few
different videos to send to the
faculty about how to engage
a non-threatening visitor, but
they plan to do more training
on situations with threatening
visitors after the next Emergency Response committee
meeting. Zarrick hopes that
his background with security
can help, not only the school
as a whole, but each individual
person, in being more aware
of the situation they are in and
how to respond.
“I’ve taught enough safety
and security classes to know

that people can’t magically invent these plans when they are
looking at what appears to be
a threat. People don’t act the
same when they are stressed
out or scared. You get ‘scared
stiff ’ so to speak, so my role is
to put productive thoughts so
that our community can have
a plan if we ever encounter a
threatening situation. It’s one
thing to engage visitors who
appear to be non-threatening,

“What would a
more effective
school shooting
policy be?... I don’t
even know really.”
-Damen Alexander
but it is completely different
to engage visitors who appear
to be threatening,” said Zarrick. “We have been training
faculty and staff about how to
engage unidentified visitors. I
would like to do the same with
students at some point. This is
because we can’t assume that
everyone who works here or
goes to school here knows how
to approach a visitor who is
not identified.”
Zarrick is currently in the
process of trying to work out
a better lockdown drill and
hopes that a new format to the
drill will lead to a more prepared community.
“My goal is to take our
lockdown drill from the comfortable place that it is at now
to a worst-case scenario,” said
Zarrick.
While training faculty
and staff about what to do
in the event of a shooter has
been a substantial part of the
improvements, there have
been a few more concrete
improvements. Some of the
most recent additions include
improvements in efficiency
and communication for if a
lockdown were to happen.
In various school shootings,
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some of the victims were those
who either had to go outside
the classroom to lock a door
or were unaware of the location of the shooter and tried to
flee.
“A few years ago, we began to have the doors lock automatically. This is due to the
fact that teachers don’t always
have their keys on them and
in a lockdown situation, you
want to just be able to close the
door,” said Kesterson.
“One of the things that
came about from the security
audit last year is making sure
that we have better radios
and walkie-talkies. This was
something that wasn’t incredibly reliable in the past, but
just within the past month, we
have gotten new radios,” said
Kesterson. “Now more people
have the radios, they have set
channels for different groups,
and they are much more efficient and reliable.”
The school has also recently spent more time building relationships with local law
enforcement.
“In recent months, we
have been developing relationships with city police to make
sure that they are aware of the
layout of the campus and who
they should communicate
with in case something were
to happen as they would be the
first ones on the scene,” said
Kesterson.
Although visitor lanyards
are a new improvement to security this year, Kesterson has
been looking into even better
visitor security that has come
about with an increase in technology.
“I’m in the process of
looking into a visitor software management system
that would be able to do background checks on visitors and
be more organized in terms
of knowing who is all in the
building,” said Kesterson.

Aldrich: “There’s a certain amount of fear factor or trepidation I had”
(continued from page 4)

kind of dicey as well. We went
to see a movie, this was before I got into high school, we
went to see a movie, I think
it was about Our Lady of
Fatima, it was a movie theatre
in downtown, I guess in midtown St. Louis near St. Louis
University at the time, and we
were denied admission, and
my mother went to talk to the
people about it.
So there’s issues, and
there’s a certain amount of
fear factor or trepidation that
I had back in those years.
Well, I better not do such and
such. I better not go there. I
better not say this. Or just for
being careful.
So after living your life
like that is not good for anybody, you know. But I had
some of those incidents and
fortunately I didn’t have a lot
of them, but I think that it
was always in the back of my
mind, you know, hey, things
can turn in a second because

you’re out here in the big old
wide world, you don’t know
what’s going to happen, you
don’t know what you’re going to run into, but you damn
well better be prepared for issues.
And after I got married, and children, I certainly
wanted the same thing for my
kids to grow up in a safe environment as well. So there was
trepidation, there was some
fear, but I think it was modulated pretty well with the experiences that I went through
in the workplace, at school,
colleges, and the friends that
I made so.
JS: Ok, was there anything else in your childhood.
Were there any other experiences like that?
FA: Well, let’s see, in my
early childhood I went to a
black school, grade school,
and then when we became
Catholics in 1948 we started

going to Catholic school, and
I don’t recall any particular
problems we had with the
schools I went to. We just
noticed the white flight that
was going on back in those
years. And the neighborhoods would turn black almost overnight it seemed
like. I didn’t think too much
about that at the time either
because we were all going to
school.
But you know in St. Louis, I suppose that there were
certain parts of the city it was
not too wise to go, and I think
that going down to South St.
Louis back in those years was
not necessarily a good idea.
Not so sure what would happen, but I never went down in
South St. Louis to be honest
with you. The farthest south
that I went was probably, I’m
not sure which streets there
are in the area but you know
when you go out to the Highlands, there was an amusement park called The High-

lands, that was segregated for
a while.
There was a Howard
Johnson’s on the corner of
Kingshighway and Natural
Bridge that was segregated
and I remember my wife telling me that her father actually went in there to be served
and he was refused service
there, and my wife and myself could probably tell you a
few more stories about being
refused service.
And actually I worked
at a country club in St. Louis
county that was a whites only
club and most of the employees were black, and there was
a situation where I got to
know all the kids very very
well because my job was to
work on what they call the
pool bar by the swimming
pool, and there was this little
girl that couldn’t have been
more than 4 or 5 years old,
and I must have been about
17 or 18 years old and I got
to know her well because I

was there every day that she
was, and I worked behind the
pool, and I was serving her,
you know her lunch and stuff
like that. And she came up to
me one day and said, ‘Fred,
I don’t like n------ but I like
you.’
And that was quite revealing and I knew that came
from her parents obviously
but that country club was just
filled with people like that but
to be honest with you other
than that particular interest, I didn’t have a particular
problem. I think probably it’s
maybe a little bit about my
personality. I kind of adapt to
people.
I don’t know to be honest
with you, Jack. I don’t know
if it’s part me or part the environment of the people that
you work with, you know
that you come to know. But
something, the chemistry’s
there. I take things like that
with a grain of salt. I knew in
that case, even at the age of

17 or 18 years old, that this
young lady was influenced
by her parents. Had to be.
No way she could have possibly come up with that on her
own. And so you know, like
I said between my wife and
myself and my brother, there
were probably some more incidents that I can’t remember.
JS: You seemed to get
a lot out of the education at
SLU high. Looking back, how
did that education affect,
well, you already did kind of
answer that.
FA: I can speak more
about that. The educational
value that I found at St. Louis
U. High was probably far
more than I expected because
even to this day I remember
certain fundamental things
that I used to do. Like I used
to study 2 hours a night if not
more every night for 4 years,
and then 4 more years at St.

continued on page 8
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Chess takes loss to Burroughs in playoffs
BY Paul Gillam
CORE STAFF

T

he past two years of St.
Louis U. High chess have
been somewhat of a Cinderella story. When current varsity
chess coach Rich “Chesswein”
Esswein became moderator of
the club in 2016, the team was
in the midst of a six year playoff drought, in which reaching the playoffs was a far off
dream. On Wednesday, playing against John Burroughs
School, SLUH varsity chess
competed in its first playoff
match since 2010, breaking
their seven year dry spell.
Although the hopes were
high, SLUH lost the match by
a score of 25-5, making the
match the third consecutive
loss. The loss marked the end
of SLUH’s chess season.
Junior and team captain,
John Marx, who has been
playing chess for only two
years, assumed his usual position on board one and played
against the top high school
chess player in St. Louis, Jason Zhou.
Marx opened his game
in a classical style, in which
one attempts to control the
center with his or her pawns,
while protecting them from
behind with stronger pieces,

countering Zhou’s hypermodern style, in which one
attempts to control the center
from the edges of the board
with bishops and knights. The
opening of the game quickly
melted into the end game, and
with Zhou’s aggressive style of
play allowing him to gain an
upper hand on Marx he forced
Marx into a cramped position
and found a checkmate.
Playing on board two,
sophomore Thomas Reilly began his game fairly even. After
developing pieces normally,
an intense middle game, full
of schemes and hidden combinations ensued. Reilly and
his opponent took turns setting their own and dismantling their opponent’s plans
until Reilly’s opponent countered an exchange that resulted in a passed pawn, when
the two columns adjacent
to a pawn have no opposing
pawns, that tipped the game
away from Reilly. Reilly’s opponent was able to capitalize
on the passed pawn and with
a promotion into a queen,
checkmate Reilly.
Junior Paul Gillam, playing board three, began the
game with a strong positional advantage. Opening with
the London system, Gillam

quickly established a strong
defensive position, shutting
down any of his opponent’s
advances, and meanwhile began a strong attack with his
pawns on the queen side of
the board. However, due to
several slight inaccuracies,
Gillam’s position crumbled
and his opponent took control of the board, securing a
clear victory when Gillam allowed him to fork his queen
and rook. When it was clear
that checkmate could not be
stopped, Gillam resigned.
Senior Will Schmitt,
competing in his final varsity chess match at SLUH,
played board four. Schmitt
began the game by hanging,
when a piece is allowed to be
taken without consequence,
a knight. After surveying the
situation, Schmitt decided
that to win he would need to
play aggressively, so he made
a series of risky moves that in
the end paid off.
However while Schmitt
was setting up his attack, his
opponent attempted to force
a checkmate, but Schmitt noticed the ruse and set a trap of
his own. By sacrificing a rook,
Schmitt was able to force his
opponent into making a series
of moves that eventually led

to checkmate. Schmitt’s game
was the only SLUH victory of
the match.
Playing white on board
five, sophomore Garrett Seal
opened the game with the
queen’s gambit. Early on, Seal
allowed his opponent to pressure a central pawn, and if the
pawn was taken, Seal would
have been subjected to a deadly attack. Attempting to escape
the situation, Seal checked his
opponent, but his opponent
was able to block the check
with a bishop move, not only
developing the piece but also
gaining tempo. With several
key moves, Seal’s opponent
captured Seal’s pawn and gain
a past pawn of his own, giving
him a strong advantage. Seal
nearly came back to win when
he found a forced checkmate,
but his opponent castled his
king to avoid the checkmate
and soon after forced a checkmate upon Seal.
Although SLUH lost the
match, forcing an end to the
season, morale was still high.
“I knew going in it was
going to be a tough match,
but I thought that we (could)
play with these guys. I think if
we played them ten times, we
would win a few, but it didn’t
work out today, but that’s

Aldrich: “These issues are still out there but
education is defintely the key.”
(continued from page 7)

Louis University so I developed good study habits and
as a matter of fact, when I
used to mentor younger engineers at the company that
I worked for I would always
tell them that ‘you guys need
to develop a plan of attack on
how you want your career to
go, you got to work hard, you
got to plan plan plan, you got
to execute, you got to reach
out, you got to explore, you
got to mentor other people,
you have to excel, and I
think by using those kinds of
terms, I learned a lot of that
stuff at school. That’s exactly
what I did.
But it’s those kinds of
things that pop up every so
often that you say, damn he
were go again, another jerk
out there in the workplace,
who has to make a statement
about somebody that’s totally
irresponsible, and not necessary, and had absolutely had
nothing to do with the price
of tea in china today. Absolutely nothing to do with it.
And that really burns me.
I’d say, well, damn am I
going to have to work harder
in this job now to succeed?
Are they going to cast an aspersion? Do I work with others who feel the same way?
You can only assume that
there’s probably others you
know, but they haven’t reared
their ugly heads yet. So am I
going have to be extra cautious now to be successful?
When I go out to Washington, D.C. am I going to have
to face others with that same
mentality? So it does burden
you in more places in the
schools you go to, because
you just never know what
you’re going to run into.

I would say by and large,
up until the time I retired,
and I think this is probably
the most honest statement
I can possibly make about
myself and about the way I
feel, I always say that every
day that I used to go to work,
and I’m sure that my fellow
brothers and sisters of color
would same the same thing,
there was always a slight
trepidation as to what my
possibly happen, you know.
Because anything can happen but there’s always a possibility of something happening that could throw you off
guard and which would tell
you, ‘hey, we’re not out of the
woods yet. There’s no such
thing as equality quite yet.’
And yet you have to deal with
it, you know, you have to deal
with it.
JS: Ok well you’ve certainly got an inspiring story,
and you certainly have some
wisdom now, and I’m just curious, what are your thoughts
on the current state of St.
Louis, and the country. I
know St. Louis is one of the
most segregated cities in the
country right now. There’s
been recent flashes when it
comes to light. There was
the Michael Brown shooting
a few years ago, and I’m just
curious what your thoughts
are looking on it right now.
FA: Well, that’s a very
good question as well. Again,
I think about that kind of
stuff almost on a day to day
basis, even in my neighborhood out year. But it was
truly truly unfortunate, the
Michael Brown incident, and
all the other thousands of
incidents that happened like

that that have occured over
the years, and will continue
to occur for whatever reasons.
You know I used to think
back in 1960, I said by the
year 2000 we’ll have a fully
complete, integrated society,
and now racism is worse now
than it ever has been, and you
see that all over the paper.
You see it everywhere you go
just about. And it’s shameful,
but it has to be dealt with. I
think the federal government
needs to continue to push,
I think laws need to be enacted, I think people’s rights
need to be protected.
You know when I go into
a new area, and go sit. If I go
some place, I say, well you
know what I’m an American
citizen, and I have every right
to be here. But unfortunately,
there’s too many people that
don’t believe that. So you
know my wife and my family, we talk about this all the
time, about the plight of the
black man, and how thankful we are in being in the
position that we are in. But
still and all, and even in this
neighborhood that we live
in, which is predominantly
white, hispanic, and Asian,
there’s times in which you
feel that you’re really not
welcome, if you know what
I mean. And by that, it’s not
that, I would go and knock
on somebody’s door that I
don’t really know, that I may
not want to do that because of
different reasons. But there’s
still that tendency, that feeling, that trepidation that one
has in your own neighborhood that, hey, you may or
may not be welcome here.
I do remember an incident in Virginia when I

worked for a small R and
D company, my wife and I
moved into a townhome, and
all the homes were joined
together, and I remember
some people coming out and
watching us move in, watching us move in. And I guess
we had been there about a
year or so, but we got to know
these people pretty well, and
then they told me, they said,
we were concerned, we were
concerned that you were
moving in the neighborhood.
These issues are still out
there. There going to be out
there. I think prayer helps…
But education is definitely
the key. My father drove that
in my head at a very early
age. You got to educate yourself. You got to pull yourself
up by the bootstraps because
you’re an African American,
and it’s going to be harder on
you. It’s going to be tougher
on you. But that doesn’t mean
that you can’t live a productive and happy life either. You
can’t go through life living
in the shadows, and being
afraid to do this and afraid to
do that. And actually I think
I probably did a little bit of
that when I was younger. But
as time goes on you say, well
the hell with it, I’m just going
to move on, and I don’t give
a damn what they say. People
will knock you down if you
give them the chance unfortunately.
JS: Well, I really appreciate the interview and thank
you.

art | Jackson DuCharme

baseball,” said Esswein.
The season as a whole
was considered a success. The
club saw many improvements
throughout the season, most
notably, a substantial increase
in number of club players, improving the depth of the club.
“I was very happy with
the season overall. Top to
bottom we were stronger this
year (than last year). I never
had the feeling this year that
we were out of a match. We
had a ton of participation in
the club and we’ve got a great
pipeline of players coming up.
I knew we had a strong junior
class, but the freshman and

sophomore classes coming up
are very strong,” said Esswein.
The club saw this year
as a year to grow upon. Despite obtaining a playoff spot,
the team still sees room for
growth.
“I think we did something good by getting to the
playoffs, but I think there
were a lot of sloppy occurrences throughout the season.
We are a young team and we
do have a fair amount of talent… but we need more consistency,” said Marx.
Because the team is only
losing one senior this year,
hopes for next year are high.

Ireland trip sign-ups
English teachers Bill George and
John Kavanaugh are seeking students
interested in traveling to Ireland this
summer for a twelve day trip.
Email bgeorge@sluh.org, if
interested.

Fish fry

art | Sean Anderson

Campus Ministry Pastoral Teams are teaming
up with Ms. Kathy Hylla to host a fish fry in
the Si Commons today from 4:00-7:00 p.m.
Dine in and carry out are both available. All
Family and Friends of SLUH are welcome!
Proceeds will be directed toward relief efforts
in Puerto Rico as a part of SLUH’s Mission
Week.
$10
		

Fried Cod or Fried Shrimp (6) 		
+2 Sides + Dessert + Drink

$5

Fried Cod or Fried Shrimp (3)

Paint It Pink strikes gold for basketball
BY Justin
STAFF

Koesterer

F

or the first time this season, the St. Louis U. High
student section in the Danis
Fieldhouse was packed full,
and the Jr. Billiken basketball
team lived up to the hype,
throttling the De Smet Spartans on Senior Night, which
also happened to be the Paint
It Pink game. A sea of loud
pink and white shirts filled
the right side of SLUH’s fan
section, drizzling out to the
left as fathers and sons poured
into the stands after the latest
Father’s Club event. The Jr.
Bills sported the annual hot
pink jerseys while De Smet
contrasted sharply with their
traditional maroon.
The SLUH community
celebrated the accomplishments of several seniors from
the basketball team before
their last regular season home
game. Managers Sean Bender
and Ben “Busy Ben” Massenberg led the way into the court
for a pre-game senior ceremony, followed by senior players
Mikey Sanders, AJ Hardin,
Billy Brooks, Airest Wilson,
Sam Ratterman, and Matt Leritz, along with their parents.
Following the excitement
of the senior starters being
announced, after the tip and
a quick Spartan layup, SLUH
burst out with eight unanswered points, capped by a
Sanders three from the wing
with a hand in his face. A bas-

BY Daniel
REPORTER

T

Senior Matt Leritz last Friday against De Smet in the Danis Field House.

ket from each team put the
score at 10-5 Jr. Bills.
Throughout the game,
the SLUH senior fans took
full advantage of the packed
student section. Vocalizing
the crowd with the chants of
old, the seniors hyped the Jr.
Bills into an even more motivated second quarter. Leritz
used the chants in rhythm,
harassing his way down in the
post to draw first blood in the
second.
More highlight reel plays
soon followed. Ratterman, on
a pass from Sanders, laid out

a beautiful backhand no-look
pass back to Sanders, who
took two hard steps to the
basket, then jumped, passed
the basket, and finished reverse-hand.
Sanders somehow outdid himself on the very next
play. After taking a pass at the
top of the key, Sanders shotfaked his defender, leaving
him airbourne as he glided
underneath on the right side
of the key en route to the basket. Seeing a defender looking
for contact approaching his
left, instead of going right and

photo | Jonel Olar

bracing for impact, Sanders
cut left and finished, a eurostep of the textbook degree.
The SLUH student section
stood for a second in stunned
silence, then exploded.
The roaring continued as
at the other end, Hardin swatted a weak jump shot attempt
from the free-throw line. Yet
a fourth highlight reel play
came as junior guard Trip
Dolan outmuscled De Smet
center Yaya Keita for position,
got a rebound from a missed
jumper by Ratterman, and

continued on page 11

Hockey’s motto: ‘30 Man Roster’

Jr. Billiken hockey players together Feb. 9 at Affton Ice Rink.
BY Ben Dattilo
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he “30 man roster” has
been the St. Louis U.
High varsity hockey team’s
motto for the season. The
team has had a combined
130 games missed by players
on the 20 man varsity roster.
Most of the games varsity
players miss are because they
are out of town, playing for
their club team.
Even with 16 club players missing a total of 130
games, the Jr. Bills posted the
best regular season record in

Track is back and
ready to leap into
another season

school history, going 20-1-0.
Out of the 130 games missed,
67 total games were missed
by seniors. Senior captain Joe
Winkelmann and assistant
captains seniors Matt Hohl
and Jack Wachter combined
for a total of 20 missed games.
“Our JV players have
been why we’ve been able
to keep winning despite the
number of games missed by
the normal varsity squad,”
said head coach Jack Behan.
The JV players have
stepped up in a huge way, as
ten JV players have totaled
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121 games throughout the
season.
“I think it’s awesome
how so many guys can fill in
whenever needed,” said senior
Steven Pawlow. “It’s crucial
for a team to have depth like
that and obviously we have it.
They have done an incredible
job all year!”
“When we are missing
guys it’s important that everyone steps up, there is no other
option,” said senior Kevin
Einig. “We are a very close
group of guys, this year especially, so whoever I am play-

ing with in a particular game,
I feel comfortable, and so far
this year we have played well.”
The first time SLUH
played CBC, the Jr. Bills were
missing ten players because
they were playing with their
club teams, and CBC was
missing no players. The game
was tight heading into the
third period with the Jr. Bills
up 3-2, but junior Nathan
Pawlow, the JV captain, beat
a CBC defender with a nasty
move and slotted the puck
into the back of the net, to
make the score 4-2 Jr. Bills.
This clutch play by the JV callup, late in the game, sealed the
victory for the Jr. Bills.
“I would argue that that
CBC game was the turning
point in our season. It was a
huge game, and we were missing almost all of our club players,” said Wachter. “That was
the game that defined what
kind of team we are. Rather
than complaining about the
adversity we were facing, all
the guys stepped up and simply dominated. It was a great
win and really set the tone for
the rest of the season.”
Another time the JV
players stepped up was in
the third to last game against
Kirkwood where SLUH was
missing 15 players. The Jr.
Bills won the game 2-0,

continued on page 10

McMurran

he St. Louis U. High track
and field team returns
this year coming off of its 6th
straight conference championship. The track team has added
many new faces to the coaching staff and roster.
Three new coaches join
the coaching staff: Gerard McClure, Courtney Miller, and
Mike McCafferty.
McClure is taking over as
the new head sprint coach. His
past track career involved running at Cardinal Ritter High
School, Fort Scott Community
College, and North Carolina
Central University.
Miller is taking over the
role of the head throws coach.
He also attented Cardinal Ritter High School and then went
to Lindenwood University.
During his collegiate career,
he participated in both track
and football.
Lastly, student teacher
McCafferty will be helping out
with the distance runners until
his program finishes at the beginning of May.
The team recently named
six team captains: seniors Paul
Burka, Sam Evans, Trevor
Jones, Evan Kilgore, Daniel
McMurran, and Delton Utsey.
“There’s a lot more responsibility now that I’m a
captain and it will force me
to be more focused, which is
good because I plan to run in
college. The past years we’ve
had some incredible athletes
which tended to separate
themselves from the rest of the
group, but since im closer to
the speed of the athletes I feel
as if I can help out the younger
kids,” said Utsey.
The team is much younger than past years, returning
just eight seniors and losing
many of last year’s athletes
who went to the state meet.
Many of the underclassmen

who performed well last year
are also returning.
“We are returning McMurran, who was All-State not
last year but sophomore year.
We are returning (sophomore)
Lazarus (Williams), who was
All-State. We are returning
three of our four legs of the 4 x
800 that were All-State, so we
are returning a decent amount
of points that could help us
out at the end of the year,” said
head coach Joe Porter.
Burka is returning for his
fourth year on the track as a
long distance and mid distance runner.
“I think this year I will
be much more competitive in
every race because it is my last
season of high school sports. I
just want to accomplish all of
my goals that I haven’t yet in
a short time. Winning MCC
would also be a great experience. Getting a state trophy
would be a great way to end
my SLUH running career,”
said Burka.
The competition for the
team will be much tougher this
year. Adding a Blue Springs
meet to the schedule will give
the team a chance to face off
against some of the best teams
on the other side of the state.
The MCC has also became
much tougher from last year
to this year.
“CBC was fourth last year
in the state meet and they return pretty much their entire
point scorers, so we’ll have our
hands full,” said Porter.
CBC is also in SLUH’s
district and sectional, so the
two programs will compete
against them often.
The Jr. Bills’ first meet
is March 21 for the JV and C
team at SLUH while the first
meet for the varsity squad is
on Saturday, March 24 at Festus High School.

art | Sean Anderson
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B-Basketball finishes season hot;
closes with three straight wins
BY Alex Fox
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High Bbasketball team wrapped
up its season on Feb. 16 with a
50-42 win over De Smet, giving SLUH a winning record of
11-8.
Their last game against
De Smet stayed close until the
end, with SLUH taking the
lead in the final seconds of the
first half and then increasing
their lead throughout the second half. Head coach Sterling
Brown brought up five freshman to B-team for the final
game.
“The freshmen earned
my respect by Christmas
break. From there, the truth

and chemistry just grew. They
were a great addition to the
team that helped us win,” said
sophomore Eric Tice.
The players had an enjoyable and fun season.
“Some of my favorite
moments were: making jokes
with teammates before a
game, coming off the bench,
and bringing the energy
needed for a win in the Paint
It Pink game,” said sophmore
Luke Schuermann.
“Even though the season
was filled with fun, the season
was a grind,” said Tice. “There
were definitely some lows but
the wins and the brotherhood
made it all worth it.”
The B-team started the

season off slowly but as the
season went on they figured
out what they needed to do to
win games.
“I think the season went
really well. We struggled at
the beginning of the season,
but we worked hard to push
through that and end the season on a win,” said Schuermann. “I am most proud of
how we developed as a team
during the season. The fact
that we finished the season on
an 8-2 run let the team know
that our hard work paid off
and I’m happy we could end
the season that way.”
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Stemmler and Steingruby qualify
for rifle’s National Junior Olympics
BY Nick Prainito
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High rifle
team is heading to the
State Championship match
this weekend. Though their
immediate sights are on capturing the State title, longterm goals await the squad.
From the beginning of the
season, the team’s goal has
been to advance to the National Tournament, and performing well at the State meet
will guarantee this.
This past weekend, both
varsity and JV shot at Montgomery Bell Academy in
Nashville, Tenn. Varsity lost
both matches by a combined
score of 37 points. JV won
their match by 131 points.
Junior Adam Stemmler
led the way for the varsity in
both matches with a 577 and
a 576, and freshman Bobby
Rizzo led the way for JV with
a 479.

The State match is this
Saturday, Feb. 24.
“(It) will be the most important match of the year yet,”
said head coah Will Bresnahan.
From there the team
hopes to earn an automatic
berth for the National Tournament, otherwise a tough
path lies ahead.
“Teams that win their
state and shoot a score of at
least 2280 receive a spot in the
National Championship without having to qualify through
the Regionals,” said Bresnahan.
For the State match,
the team’s juniors must once
again rise to the top of the
charts.
“Adam
Stemmler,
Hayden Steingruby, and Jack
Doyle have gone back and
forth as the top shooters all
year,” said Bresnahan. “If they
all shoot to their ability, the

team’s goal of 2280 out of 2400
will easily be surpassed.”
Of course, the team
needs to practice positions
and shooting, but they would
go nowhere without attitude.
“I think one big thing
they have improved upon
is belief in themselves,” said
Bresnahan, speaking about
the whole team.
There has also been individual successes over the
course of the season.
“Yesterday we found out
that Hayden Steingruby qualified ‘At Large’ for the National
Junior Olympics in Colorado
Springs, Colorado this April,”
said Bresnahan, who added
that this is the first time in
eight years that SLUH will
have two representatives in
such a prestigious competition, as Stemmler qualified in
January.

ing out of state for tournaments where there was often
a high risk of injury to the
players. It also still provides
the possibility of moving up
in the national rankings.
“We think we’re one of
the better teams in the state,
and we also have a goal of being a top 50 team in the nation,” said Muller.
The only tournament
SLUH will be playing in outside of the State Championship is the Gateway Ruggerfest Tournament in St. Louis,
which SLUH has played in in
the past.
“We won Ruggerfest two
years ago and I want to win it
again,” said Muller.
Despite their desire to
become a national program,
the most immediate goal for
the team is to take home the
important hardware: the State
Championship.
“Our goal every year is to
win the state championship,”
said Muller. “The Junior Blues
and us are kind of the big dogs
in town. Eureka and CBC are
always tough but it always
seems comes down to the two
of us.”
In an effort to achieve
this goal, the returning players have racked up their re-

cruitment efforts, gaining
promising players in both the
forward pack and the back
line, such as juniors Darion
Mullins, Trey Saleeby, and
Mikes Trittler as forwards,
and seniors Tommy Rogan
and Joe Watkins as backs.
“We’ve got a lot of talent
on the back line that looks
promising,” said senior backs
captain Buck Chevalier.
With the addition of
many of those recruits, the
forwards also received a
much-needed size boost for
the season.
“I think our pack (the
forwards) is really looking
great this year,” said Quinlan.
“We’ve always really struggled
with bringing enough size to
the table in past years, but I
think given the guys we’ve
recruited and that a lot of the
returners have been lifting in
the offseason, we’re looking
solid.”
The Jr. Bills will face
Brother Rice at the SLUH
football field on Saturday at
2:00 p.m.
“Brother Rice is a nationally-ranked program,” said
Chevalier. “But mama ain’t
raise no loser so we’ll be coming out Saturday expecting a
win.”

Rubgy ready to ruck in new season;
looking for State redemption
BY Thom Molen
REPORTER

A

Freshman Jake Noonan against De Smet last Friday in the Danis Field House.

photo | Jonel Olar

Racquetball State Tournament
The varsity and JV racquetball teams will be playing in the
annual state tournament tomorrow. Matches will be going on
all day long at Vetta Concord. Watch the team compete for its
seventh campionship in a row.

Chemistry building for the
Challenge Cup semifinal matchup
(continued from page 9)

clinching the municipal
conference.
“Our varsity players,
mainly our seniors, have been
terrific with the younger guys
filling in,” said Behan. “It must
be noted: we clinched our
conference in a win against
Kirkwood missing 15 players. The seniors who were
there made it very clear that
we needed to clinch that night
with that lineup of mainly JV
players. They wanted to share
that moment with the JV players.”
A big part of the Jr. Bills’
success is the flexibility of
their offensive and defensive
lines from game to game. With
the team missing at least one
player a night, usually more,
the lines change and players
have to adjust their playing
style and have communicate a
lot more than usual.
“It has been tough to
build chemistry especially this
season because we have a different group of guys playing
in virtually every game,” said
Wachter. “Although, throughout the entire playoffs, we

have had all of our defensemen there and I think that the
difference is really starting to
show. Our puck movement
has improved and we have
given up a lot less scoring
chances to our opponents. We
are starting to really trust each
other.”
“One of the amazing
parts of our success has been
the adaptability of our roster,”
said Behan. “Playing with different players, playing different positions has been the
norm. As a group, we decided
that we would never use that
as an excuse.”
With ten seniors leaving—half the varsity roster—
most teams would have to
rebuild the program, but with
the JV players getting a lot of
playing time against varsity
level competition, it should
translate to great results next
year and the years to come.
“I think the team is going to be in great hands,” said
Pawlow. “With a junior class
and a coaching staff like ours,
the program is in good hands
here for a long time.”
“Obviously the experi-

ence gained by the JV players
this year will pay huge dividends next year,” said Behan.
The Jr. Bills faceoff
against the Chaminade Red
Devils in the semifinals, playing the first of the two semifinal games tomorrow at 8:30 at
St. Peters Rec Plex. The teams
have matched up five times
throughout the season with
SLUH winning all five, outscoring Chaminade 31-3.
The last time the two
teams played, in the round
robin of the Challenge Cup,
the game was called with
seven minutes left in the third
period because it was getting
out of hand quickly, and the
game was deemed over by the
league official at the game.
“We can’t wait to play
Chaminade this weekend,”
said Wachter. “One of their
guys snapchatted a video of
them throwing a SLUH hoodie in the trash can. I guess they
think that will rattle us, but it
is only getting us more fired
up.”

fter a heartbreaking loss
in the state finals last
year, the St. Louis U. High
rugby team is looking forward
to kicking off its season this
Saturday with their first home
match of the season against
Brother Rice from Chicago.
“First off I hope we stay
safe and I just hope that the
boys and everyone have a
great time,” said head coach
Joe Muller. “I hope that all the
new guys figure out the game
a little bit and how much fun
it is.”
“I think Brother Rice is
definitely gonna be a tough
team to beat. They’ve been
ranked in the past, but I tend
to ignore rankings because
when it comes down to it,
they’re inconsequential. It’s
all about the intensity and grit
that we bring to the game, and
I trust this team to bring all
of that and more,” said senior
forwards captain Matthew
Quinlan.
Over the course of the
season, SLUH will be playing several teams from out
of state, both at home and
abroad, including St. Thomas
Aquinas from Kansas City.
This format is in place of go-

Athlete Spotlight
Senior
Adam
Hanson has gone
the past two years
on varsity without losing a match.
When he was No. 6
seed, he won every
match in the league,
then state, and tied
the record for the
most wins at nationals with 12. He just
completed his season as No. 3 seed on
varsity without losing a game or match.
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott
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Conversation:
Michalski only senior wrestler this year

Sports Editor Nathan
Langhauser and senior Richard Michalski discussed Michalski’s wrestling career at
St. Louis U. High and his experience this year as the only
senior on the wrestling team.
Michalski compiled a record
of 12-14 this season, with six
wins coming by pin.
Nathan Langhauser: What
originally got you into wrestling?
Rich Michalski: I didn’t
know much about it except
for its reputation of being
incredibly tough, and having just finished football my
freshman year, I was eager
to jump into another sport
where I was able to be incredibly tough with my opponents.

junior last year and really
conquering any fears of what
that meant to me then, allowing me to be completely ready to lead with no
doubt in my mind. As for
the younger guys, I think it
showed them that this sport,
more than any, really requires dedication and hard
work.

NL: What did you like and
dislike being the only senior,
was it tough for you?
RM: Being the only senior,
I really liked being able to
help lead the team, especially the younger guys, in a way

isolation, being the only one on the team, did you have
a Senior Night like a lot of
from my class.
other sports do?
NL: Did the leadership come RM: We never had an ofeasy to you or was it a strug- ficial Senior Night. It was a
combination of me being the
gle with the younger guys?
RM: I think leadership really only senior and that if we did
came easy to me. Being the have one, it would have been
oldest kid in my house, deal- Jan. 4, which was pretty early
ing with younger, rowdier on in our season. We decidkids is nothing new to me, ed to save the ceremony unand I think I was able to use til our banquet on Monday.
what I have learned over the
past three years to be able to NL: With the season now
connect with the younger over, what message do you
guys in a way the coaches hope that you left with the
may not have been able to. team going into next year,
being in the leadership role
NL: What made this year that you were?
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heartbreak; knocked out
of playoffs by Marquette

BY Nathan Langhauser
SPORTS EDITOR

S

t. Louis U. High JV hockey’s
season ended last Thursday
with a heartbreaking loss to
Marquette 2-0. Earlier in the
season, Marquette and SLUH
tied 1-1, making this matchup seemingly a battle of even
strength. The team had earned
itself the fourth seed in the
JV playoffs but were knocked
out in the quarterfinals to the
fifth-seeded Mustangs. Both
teams ended the regular season
with the same point tally in the
standings.
“Overall the season went
pretty good. I wish it didn’t
end the way it did,” said junior
captain Nathan Pawlow. “It was
unfortunate we lost to Marquette, but we didn’t play bad,
we just couldn’t find a way to
beat the goalie.”
The team finished with
an impressive 13-3-2 record.
Sophomore Martin Lyons led
the offense with 15 goals, according to Mid States Hockey.
Even with many of the JV

players getting time on varsity
ice, the JV games never interfered with the varsity, making
for a solid JV roster every game.
The team’s only regular
season losses came back-toback at the hands of Vianney
and De Smet. The team would
play De Smet again later in the
season and fought hard for a
gritty 1-1 tie.
Late in the season the team
took down the top seed in the
JV playoffs, CBC, 2-0 behind
goals from freshmen Brock
Massie and Gus Heithaus in the
third period.
“A struggle for the team
was getting a lead early. The periods are only 12 minutes so in
order to win we had to get the
early goal but we usually didn’t
wake up until the second period,” said Pawlow. “What made
us good was our ability to not
give up even if we were down.
There wasn’t a single game we
gave up and a huge part of it
was our goalies keeping us alive
so we could fight back.”

NL: Why did you stick with
it, what about the sport
hooked you?
RM: The biggest thing that
really helped me to stick
around was the community. Wrestling isn’t the most
popular of the high school
sports, and to be in that boat
with the rest of the team really builds bonds that cannot be broken. Everyone
that wrestles, while it is a
team sport, wrestles for
themselves, and we all have
photo | Louis Barnes
Senior Rich Michalski against Ritenour on Jan. 4 in the Danis Field House.
that in common. No one is
stuck to one position.
that no one else would be different for you, other than RM: Hopefully, I’ve preable to, and watching some being the only senior?
pared some of the younger
NL: What was it like to be of the sophomores and ju- RM: This was the first year guys to fill leadership roles
the only senior on the team niors start to take leadership that, while I was focusing on going forward, and that they
this year? How do you think roles. I would have liked to my own season, I really gotta have learned to step back
it affected the guys younger have had another senior on focus on the younger guys, from the intensity of the
than you?
the team. We started out my helping to form a much sport and just enjoy it, beRM: Being the only senior freshman year with 15 guys stronger, and hopefully, bet- cause as Ferris Bueller once
on the team was not as big and by my junior year, I was ter team for next year, since said, “Life moves pretty fast.
of a struggle as some might left alone. While I still had they are only losing one.
If you don’t stop and look
think. Part of that comes the rest of the team, there
around once in a while, you
JV Hockey against De Smet in December. photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott
from having been the only was a level of unintentional NL: So, with only one senior could miss it.”

Settle down Spartans, SLUH defeats De Smet to end regular season;
rematch with Ladue set for first round of district basketball
(continued from page 9)

finished through hard
contact.
The combination of these
highlight reel plays and a solid
2-3 zone resulted in an eightpoint SLUH lead at the half,
24-16.
“It meant a lot to us, to
the seniors. Those six guys
have been very dedicated
and very focused throughout the year, and they’ve also
been great leaders off the
court,” said head coach Erwin
Claggett.
If the halftime score
didn’t put SLUH fans in a
good mood, the halftime festivities did. For five dollars,
anyone could try their luck
in a half court shot. This year
three students made shots,
an increase of three from last
year, when none were made.
SLUH’s third quarter was
nothing short of dominant.
Outscoring the Spartans in
the third 15-4, SLUH went
into the fourth with a commanding 19 point lead, 39-20.
Among the highlights of the
quarter were a Brooks three,
a Wilson bucket down low,
a Ratterman corner jumper,
and a Sanders three off a fast
break.
The theme from the sec-

Seniors Mikey Sanders (1) and AJ Hardin (2) in the Paint It Pink game last Friday.

ond quarter had repeated, but
to cap the third quarter was
possibly the best highlight of
the game. Dribbling up the
court, Sanders stepped up to
the three point line and shot.
During his shot he took a vicious body from the defending Spartan and fell backwards.
Looking up at the trajec-

tory of the ball, Sanders saw
the ball hit where the backboard and rim, taking all momentum out of the shot and
the ball stuck to the rim. Then,
watching the ball roll back towards him and drop through
the basket, Sanders exploded
over to the SLUH student
section, and gave a huge fist
pump. A pump of victory; but

more importantly, a pump of
dedication. A pump of hard
work, of hours of practice, and
time in the weight room, come
to fruition in a single point in
time. In stark contrast to the
student section, Sanders stood
relaxed and tall and knocked
down the free throw, and the
SLUH faithful saw a rare fourpoint play.

photo | Jonel Olar

“This game meant a lot to
us seniors. It’s our last home
game, so we had to show up
strong,” said Sanders.
In the fourth, Sander’s
“splash brother,” Leritz, took
the reins of the SLUH offense, tallying eight points in
the fourth alone to guide the
Jr. Bills to a smooth finish, a
17-point victory over their

Jesuit kin, 53-36. The “Splash
brothers” duo of Sanders and
Leritz produced 38 points for
the Jr. Bills.
“We came out a little slow
at first, but after halftime, in
the third quarter we came
out with a lot of energy and
aggression,” said Leritz. “We
were able to knock some shots
down. A little Mikey Sanders,
he was really hitting it tonight,
making some big shots down
the stretch.”
But they also say that
defense wins championships.
Claggett still believes firmly
that the team was built around
defense.
“The seniors are good
leaders, they’ll teach the
younger guys how to play
right, and that says a lot about
the seniors’ leadership,” said
Claggett.
The Jr. Bills will try to
continue their success on
the court this coming Tuesday in the District Tournament semifinals versus Ladue
High School. The game will
be played at Ritenour High
School at 5:30.
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The Extraordinist—Mission Week
Lunch Special—Shrimp and Fries
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
Xavier University
4:00PM Mission Week Fish Fry

Around the Hallways

Mass Shedule

Saturday, February 24
Racquetball State

Sunday, February 25
Gateway Green Garden Summit
7:00PM Mom Prom Dance Lessons

Monday, February 26

Regular Schedule
First Day of MSHSAA Spring Sports
AP
Arkansas State University
University of Tulsa
Senior Tux Measurements
Snack—Pepperoni Bosco Sticks		
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
3:00PM Choral Concert Rehearsal

Tuesday, February 27

Students recieving award at TEAMS competition.

Science
Club
wins
TEAMS competition
Science Club team
members took first place
in their division at the
TEAMS (Tests of Engineering Aptitude, Mathematics, and Science) competition this past Friday at
St. Louis Community College in Florissant. This
year’s competition’s theme
was “Engineering the Environment.” The competi-

photo | courtesy of Mrs. Robyn Wellen

tion included an essay, a
multiple-choice test, and a
tower build. On Saturday,
another team will compete
in the Billiken BEAMS, a
bridge building competition, where the club hopes
to defend its first place title. The Science Club will
host������������������
�����������������
Dr. Mark McQuilling next week on Thursday during Activity Period
in room S202, where he
will speak about his work

in fluid dynamics.
NHS meeting
Members of National
Honors Society gathered
for a brief meeting last
Thursday during Activity Period in the Joseph
F. Schulte Theater. Comoderator Chuck Hussung
reminded the seniors of
their service requirements
and read aloud the names
of those who had failed

No Classes for Juniors—ACT
AP
Saint Leo University
Senior Tux Measurements
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
5:30PM V Basketball @ Ritenour
7:00PM Chorus Concert

Regular Schedule

to submit their hours. Seniors were then dismissed
and those who had failed
to submit their hours met
with Hussung in the lobWednesday, February 28
Regular Schedule
by to discuss why. While
Racquetball
Nationals—Portland
that happened, the juniors
The University of Alabama
learned about an opportu- AP
Senior Tux Measurements
nity to help out with the
AP Boot Camp
Clavius Project from Mr.
National Latin Exam
Jeff Pitts.
Snack—Chicken Bites
— Compiled by Paul Lunch Special—Chicken Strips

Gillam and James Pollard
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
Thursday, March 1
Regular Schedule
Racquetball Nationals—Portland
AP
Senior Tux Measurements
Snack—Pizza Stick
Lunch Special—Domino’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes
5:30PM AMDG Parent Spirituality

Friday, March 2

Regular Schedule
Racquetball Nationals—Portland
AP
Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville
Snack—Bosco Stick
Lunch Special—Cheese Pizza
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
calendar | Liam John

SLUH tweet of the
week: SLUH Crew
@SLUHcrew
Great show with great people! Thank you to the
West Side Story Company from the crew!
photo | Nathan Wild

Band Concert

photo | Nathan Wild

Jazz I-III, Chamber Orchestra, Concert Band, and
Symphonic Band played
their third quarter concert
under the direction of Band
Director Jeff Pottinger and
Joseph Koestner. At the end
of the performance, all the
students joined in to play
“Raider’s March.”

Prep News

Credits

Volume 82, Issue 21
Editor in Chief
Jack Schweizer
News Editors
Jake Hennes
Riley McEnery
Features Editor
Nathan P. Wild II

Sports Editors
Nathan Langhauser
Ben Dattilo
Core Staff
Stephen J. Ocampo
James Pollard
Matthew Quinlan
Steven Zak
Sam Ortmann

Luke Wilmes
Paul Gillam
Staff
Liam John
Ben Klevorn
Justin Koesterer
Handley Hicks
Art Director
Joe Bytnar

Staff Artists
John Burke
Jackson Ducharme
Photographers
Joe Hillmeyer
Louis Barnes
Reporters
Ken Viehland

Daniel McMurran
Drew Nester
Chris Staley
Charlie McGroarty
Noah Apprill-Sokol
Kevin Sembrot
Nick Prainito
Johno Jackson
Alex Fox
Thom Molen

Contributing Artists
Sean Anderson
Darion Mullins
Michael Esson
Kyle McEnery
Patrick Dwyer
Moderator
Mr. Steve Missey

