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Sacrifices of winning the Challenge Cup: blood,
Pope Francis surprises
SLUH band with personal sweat, tears, and teeth
visit and blessing
BY Handley Hicks and
Justin Koesterer
CORE STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High Band
and Orchestra trudged
into St. Peter’s Square in Vatican City carrying their instruments and equipment looking
dismal, tired from waking at
5 a.m. nearly every other day,
and feeling defeated because
they had just been told they
could not perform in the
square for Pope Francis and
the thousands gathered for
his Papal Audience. Little did
they know that soon they’d be
meeting the 266th head of the
Roman Catholic church, Pope
Francis himself.

Shortly after the ceremony ended, the group began to
play despite being told earlier
they should not. It was a risk
the group’s tour guide and
band director Jeff Pottinger
were willing to take. After a
few songs, the Vatican ‘Polizia’ came down and asked Pottinger the name of their group
and where they were from.
“I’m getting arrested,”
said Pottinger. “That’s what
I initially thought. We were
playing ‘Happy’ at that point.
I chose ‘Happy’ because I
think it has such a great message. I meant well in choosing that song, but in the mo-

continued on page 8

SLUH hockey and crowd after the State win.
BY Nathan Langhauser
SPORTS EDITOR

S

ophomore Bob ‘Ox’ Lockwood received the best
birthday present the St. Louis
U. High hockey program
could give: the Challenge Cup
championship trophy. The Jr.
Billikens defeated De Smet
4-0 late on Tuesday, March
13, clinching their first win at
the Scottrade Center since the
2012-2013 season.
Mr. Jeff Pottinger meeting the Pope.
photo | courtesy of SLUH Band
SLUH
had
already
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played De Smet three times
this season, but no previous
games matter when it comes
to the Challenge Cup finals.
After all the introductions to
the players and coaches, the
puck dropped. The game was
on.
“We just thought of it
as any other game. When we
saw the crowd we were a little
nervous, but after the first
shot and couple hits we realized that it was just another

game,” said junior goalie
Brendan Rasch.
The Jr. Bills maintained
possession early, pressuring
De Smet hard.
SLUH’s
first
major
chance to score came on a
power play when De Smet’s
Michael Mullen got caught
hooking. The Spartans held
strong though, killing off the
penalty by blocking a lot of
SLUH’s shot attempts and
covering any open lanes to

the goal.
Similar to other matchups with De Smet, their only
good chances to score came
from breakaways, but the
Jr. Bill defense made it difficult to pass and forced the
Spartans to take some bad
shot attempts on the breaks.
With around three minutes left in the first period,
the Jr. Bills pinned De Smet
in their own defensive zone.

continued on page 6

Vatican, Rome, and Assisi: band treks through
the streets of Italy making SLUH history
BY Justin Koesterer and
Handley Hicks
CORE STAFF

R

ome, Italy, otherwise
known as the “Eternal
City,” is host to a rich history, the center of politics in
Italy, and over spring break
a pilgrimage of SLUH musicians. Having taken almost
the whole year to plan and
prepare, the trip included
a week of sightseeing and
playing in the Eternal City.
The Jr. Bills and a few
adult chaperones, teachers,
and family members gath-

ered their luggage together
and boarded a bus for a sixhour ride. Lambert Airport
in St. Louis does not fly international to Europe, so
the group took the bus up
to O’Hare airport in Chicago. After a baggage check
and a quick fish stop (it was
Friday), the band took to
the plane, and flew the German-based Lufthansa airline
through Munich, Germany.
The next flight, a much
shorter flight from Munich
to Rome, only lasted about
an hour and a half. Howev-
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er, through both flights, the
band had gained seven additional hours, so by the time
they were in Rome, it was
Saturday night, March 10.
Culturally, there were
some differences the students and chaperones had to
pick up on, some which were
given by Elizabeth, the guide
from the tour company Peter’s Way, while other students and family members
picked up on their own. First
and foremost was the currency issue. Italy’s main currency was the Euro, which
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Student borders broaden at Kino
Walking in the desert and talking with recently deported immigrants, eight SLUH students
make a mark at the Kino Border
Initiative. Page 4
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Scottrade mishap
Hot juicy bergers! Hot juicy
bergers! Legendary SLUH hockey chant and senior Matt Leritz
bring out a banger at the Challenge Cup. Page 7

is currently stronger than
the U.S. dollar. The next was
that Italian drivers exercised
more power on the road. It
was pretty apparent, too;
throughout the week, members had to be much more
conscientious of where they
walked and when.
“Italian drivers were really good drivers. They were
really crazy, but they were
really good. You really had
to watch out,” said sophomore trumpet player Kaleb
Ephrem.
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News

What happened?
Makeover! The Robinson Library
gets remodeled for increased visibility from the front desk. Take
a look at the new look on. Page 5
Sports

Racquetball redemption
After tough losses at state the
weekend before, the Racquetbills
continued the streak of dominance at Nationals, peaking to
bring home the trophy for the
eighth year straight. Page 10

News

Students return to Honduras
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Baseball goes .500 in Florida
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Two students travel to Asia; immerse themselves in Chinese culture
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BY Sam Tarter and Luke
Wilmes
REPORTER, CORE STAFF

B

efore the start of spring
break, senior Delton
Utsey and junior Matthew
LaFavor took a two-week
trip to the Nanjing Foreign
Language School in Nanjing, China. The two students
met students from other
countries besides China, immersed themselves in Chinese culture, and became
more comfortable with learning and speaking Chinese.
“They were given a better opportunity to immerse
themselves in the Chinese
culture and language, since
they have both been learning Chinese since freshman
year,” said Chinese teacher
Yude Huang. “It’s a great opportunity to become more
comfortable with Chinese
while they were there.”
Upon arriving in Nanjing, the two students were
met with cold weather and a
13-hour time difference. The
two students stayed with a
host family, with each family
having a student at the foreign language school.
The main challenge St.
Louis U. High students faced
was the language barrier.
“My host family spoke
pretty O.K. English, with my
host brother probably speaking the best out of the group,
so it wasn’t a hard adjustment,” said senior Delton Utsey. “Speaking in the streets
however was very different,
but I had student chaperones
with me to help translate
along the way. But overall
that challenge was very helpful, because my Chinese really grew and developed over
those two weeks.”

Matt LaFaver and Delton Utsey with their host families.

The school itself was
very unique.
“The school has an outside campus, which was very
different from our schools
and even some colleges in the
U.S.”, said Utsey. “There were
almost no walls, and in a way
that was very cool but also
weird to me.”
Besides the interior of
the school being drastically
different from SLUH’s, the
schedule and format of the
school was also a contrast.
Instead of going to different
classrooms for each class,
students would stay in one
classroom with the same students and the teachers would
instead move from place to
place.
The food at the school
was also much more nutri-

photo | courtesy of Matt LaFaver

Utsey and LaFaver pose in front of Chinese monument.

tious and healthier than what
students may find at SLUH.
“Instead of just the usual
fries and pizza that we’re used
to, the food there was very
planned out and organized,”
said Utsey. “The food gave
you the necessary things you
needed for that day, and was
much healthier than what we
eat here.”
Students at the foreign
language school in Nanjing have also stayed here at
SLUH, but because of their
superb knowledge of English,
they were able to stay for six
months, as opposed to the
two weeks that our students
spent at their school.
“Overall I was really grateful that I went on
the trip, and I’m especially
thankful for the bond that
I made with my host family and fellow students,” said
Utsey.

photo | courtesy of Matt LaFaver

Varsity Chorus sings with world-class Tenebrae New teachers embark
on group retreat
alto.
“Footsteps.”
of youngsters.”
Paul Gillam

BY
CORE STAFF

S

The concert, which
took place on the cathedral’s
candlelit altar, opened with
“Footsteps,” and followed and
ended with Tenebrae performing Joby Talbot’s hourlong “Path of Miracles.”
“I felt like some of the
singers were still in shock of
‘oh my gosh what is happening!’ So then it was hard to focus on what (they) were singing,” said Akin. “I am beyond
thrilled … we did a fabulous
job. It sounded glorious.”
“Being with them on the
altar was completely astonishing. There was so much talent
directly to my right,” said junior Jeff Hampton.
The performance was
also the U.S. premier of the

“It was a pleasure to give
Owain’s piece its US premiere
with these taleted young singers,” said Tenebrae in a statement made on their website.
“It’s always nice to hear
different voices,” said Short.
“I always like to help young
voices, give them confidence
to sing, try a bit more than
they might feel comfortable
with. That’s the same with
sport I guess. You practice
and you push yourself a little
bit beyond what you need for
game and it’s the same with
singing. So you just see what
you can do, push the limits,
and then you’ve got it well
within your capabilities for
the concert. But it’s just nice
bringing new music in front

t. Louis U. High Varsity
Chorus ended the third
quarter fortissimo. On Saturday, March 11, Varsity Chorus, under the direction of
choral director Addie Akin,
sang at the Cathedral Basilica
of St. Louis with Tenebrae,
a world-renowned chorus
based out of London, England
under the direction of Nigel
Short.
In June of 2017, Tenebrae, who has been nominated for a Grammy, contacted
Scott Kennebeck, executive
director of Cathedral Concerts, asking for two local
choruses to sing with them.
Kennebeck then invited Akin
and Sarah Hardy, the choral
director at Rosati-Kain, to
bring their advanced choruses
and sing with Tenebrae.
By December, Akin received the music to “Footsteps,” a sixteen minute,
74-page piece composed
specifically for Tenebrae by
Owain Park. “Footsteps” was
written with soprano, alto,
tenor, and bass parts, in addition to eight Tenebrae parts,
for one or two choruses to
accompany Tenebrae. SLUH
sang tenor and bass while
Rosati-Kain sang soprano and Varsity Chorus singing at the Cathedral Basilica.

Due to its towering
domes, the voluminous Cathedral Basilica is regarded as
one of the top choral stages in
St. Louis.
“A 12-second echo is a
dream for choral singers,” said
Tenebrae.
In April, Varsity Chorus
will travel to New York to perform in Carnegie Hall with
the King’s Singers, a worldfamous group based out of
Cambridge, England where
they will perform, among
other pieces, the U.S. premier
for “We Are,” composed by
Bob Chilcott.
Varsity Chorus will also
give a concert in St. Patrick’s
Cathedral on the trip.

BY Kevin
REPORTER

E

Sembrot

ight teachers and staff
members attended the
New Ignatian Educators
retreat in Kansas City this
past week.
Typically,
first-year
teachers and staff members
from a variety of different
Jesuit high schools attend
the retreat.
“I went in thinking
about all these things I had
to do at school, but as soon
as we arrived, they put us
in a different mindset,” said
math teacher Craig Hinders.
The retreat also included large group talks,
followed by small group
discussion and periods of
self-reflection. The reflections focused on the teachers’ personal spirituality
and where they were along
their spiritual-journeys.
However, some reflection questions centered
around how the teachers
could bring everything
they learned back to their
work and students. Some
major themes that the retreat members discussed
at the large talks were pasphoto | Rene Zajner sion, desire, and indiffer-

ence.
“We were given opportunities to reflect on
how we experienced them
in their own life and prepared to better ourselves to
be better for our students,”
said English teacher Kaitlin
Southerly.
Every day, the 70 or so
retreat members attended
Mass to strengthen their
relationship with God.
Since the retreat was
based on Ignatius’s teachings, another theme was
finding God in all things.
“Even when I’m spending time with my family, I
learned that I’m also praying because I’m spending
time with God,” said Hinders.
In addition to deepening their faith through self
reflection and meditation,
the participants were able
to learn more about one another on the New Ignatian
Leaders Retreat.

3
Robobills fall in quarterfinals of FIRST despite producing faster robot
NEWS

March 23, 2018

Prep News

Volume 82, Issue 23

SLUH’s robot ready to go.
BY Liam John and Frank
Barbieri
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

T

he SLUH Robotics team
took a loss in the quarterfinals of the FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of
Science and Technology) robot
competition at Chaifetz after
gaining alliances with the eight
seed. Ending their almost two
month season, the team looks
to the future for more productivity.
FIRST competition is an
annual event that the Jr. Bills
have been attending since
2014. St. Louis U. High at-

fulcrum-based vary in points,
but if a robot can climb, the alliances earn 30 points.
The competition starts
as ten qualifiers, and alliances
are chosen after the qualifiers
are done. The top eight qualifiers get to chose two other
schools to form alliances making a team of three. SLUH lost
the top eight 4-6, but they were
chosen by the eighth team to
form an alliance.
SLUH was chosen as the
No. 8 seed’s second choice
which means they were ranked
number 17.
Ranking as the No. 8 seed
alliance, SLUH faced the No.1
seed alliance in the first competition. They played the three
games.
They could not climb the
wall which cost them the first
game. They had built a mechanism to climb the wall, but
they lacked experimentations
with it; therefore, they decided
to forfeit the feature.
“We put it on and just did
not feel comfortable testing it
in a real match,” said Lyons.
“The robot could fall which we
fell into last year, and we did
not want to damage the robot.”
The second game consisted of the robots putting boxes
on a teeter-totter-like balance,

each team of alliances on a different side of the fulcrum.
As the boxes were placed
on the fulcrum, the mechanism tilted towards one of the
teams. The alliances were rewarded one point for each second the balance tilted in their
favor.
SLUH was able to win this
part of the competition due to
the short model they used for
their robot.
The second game was like
the first, except the balance
was higher off the ground.
This gave a tough challenge for
SLUH’s short robot.

tends this competition over the
other robotic events within the
city because FIRST makes the
competition and robots more
challenging.
“FIRST is more complex,
and there is more depth, and a
longer build season with more
advanced parts,” said junior
Matt Hayes. “Overall a more
advanced season.”
The team begins about
seven weeks before the competition at Chaifetz. In this time,
they make a plan on what they
will build, then they proceed to
order the materials.
The majority of the time

after they receive the materials is actually making the robot. They have to make it so
it may have certain traits such
as speed, height, and whatever
else the competition of that
year requires.
Part of the loss was due to
the lack of prep work from the
Jr. Bills. They were rushing to
order parts which decreased
the amount of time to build.
They also spent a great deal of
time deliberating on their plan.
“We spent a lot of time
debating, which is good,” said
math teacher and robotics
moderator Tracy Lyons. “We
just spent a little more time
on that phase than we should
have.”
SLUH’s robot was not like
the others. The group decided
to produce a low-down robot,
rather than a typical tall robot.
The robot is faster when it is
lower. Having it low, the robot will go significantly faster,
and it is more mobile. The
downside, however, is the lack
of the ability to climb. One of
the major consequences the
Jr. Bills saw was the climbing
challenge.
There are three main
competitions. Two are fulcrum-based, and the other
is climbing a wall. The two

friends and family.
“My friends are my base
audience, but (high schoolers)
are broke so it’s an ongoing process,” said Austin. “There’s a lot of
people interested, but they have
to pay for lunch and other things,

and I understand that my brand
is not on the top of their priorities.”
Their customers, despite
being friends of the brothers,
continue to support the brand
regardless of who runs it.

“It’s a different type of wave
of design to it that I like; it’s not
generic,” said junior Taran Manuel.
“It’s fresh, it’s new, and it’s
something I would not have expected coming from Austin,”

said junior Antwine Willis. “If
I wouldn’t have known Austin
made it, I would think someone
in college or a professional would
have.”
However, the brothers have
many plans for the future, hop-

photo | courtesy of Kathleen Chott

While SLUH’s alliance
beat the No.1 seed in the
second game of the low balance, they suffered a defeat in
the other two games as they
couldn’t do two of the functions. With a loss, SLUH ended
their season.
“We had to order a lot of
parts last minute,” said Hayes.
“Next year we need to be more
prepared.”
“I think we need to get a
little better schedule so we do
not fall behind,” said Lyons.
“We need to be sure to promote and encourage other students for next year.”

The SLUH robotics team at competition.
photo | courtesy of Kathleen Chott

Upper Trends clothing company launched by the Sexton-Warner brothers
BY Stephen Ocampo
CORE STAFF

S

upreme, Bape, and Gucci rule
the nationwide streetwear
scene, but in a couple years,
junior Austin Sexton-Warner
hopes to add his own flavor into
the mix with his eldest brother,
an aspiring graphic designer at
the University of Missouri, Arik
Sexton-Warner, with their own
upcoming brand, Upper Trends.
A couple months ago, Arik
started a website for his designs
with a classmate of his, but over
the winter break, Austin discussed ideas with Arik about
starting a whole company and
brand, eventually deciding on
Upper Trends.
“We discussed that we want
to show people our creativity and
make careers out of it and eventually bring other people on board.
We are just trying to make that
new wave,” said Austin.
A couple weeks ago, the
brothers’ idea turned into reality
as they started producing their
first wave of designs consisting
of six shirts and one sweatshirt,
available to buy on www.uppertrends.com, one of the websites
Arik designed.
As the brand is still in its infancy, the Sexton-Warner brothers’ mainly advertise to their

art | Ian Shocklee

Prep News

Credits

Volume 82, Issue 23
Editor in Chief
Jack “nothing” Schweizer
News Editors
Jake “went to Missouri”
Hennes
Riley “little of this, little
of that” McEnery
Features Editors
Nathan “’brunch with
Thom” P. Wild II
Stephen “fuimos a la
playa” Ocampo
Sports Editors

ing to expand the brand to other
platforms.
“It’s going to be more than
clothes, but for right now we’re
starting with clothes. I’m into
anime, I write stories, I draw,”
said Austin. “My brother’s into
graphic designing, he paints, he
draws, all that stuff, so the possibilities are open.”
The goal, in the long run,
is grow the company to one day
make careers out of their artistic
talent through the brand.
“We don’t see ourselves as
working under a company or
anything,” said Austin. “We see
ourselves as young entrepreneurs
so we’re just trying to build things
around us and St. Louis since it’s a
dream job.”
Right now, though, the
brothers are both focused on
their respective academic and
economical careers outside of
the brand, Austin in finishing his
junior year and high school as a
whole, and Eric with graduating
and attaining a graphic designing internship. However they
continue to push their brand on
the side, hoping to one day make
their dreams a reality.
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Students and teachers meet border patrol, migrants, and ranchers
BY Jake Hennes
NEWS EDITOR

S

erving meals and learning
stories, eight students and
two faculty members went
to the Kino Border Initiative

deported migrants in reconnecting with family in Mexico
as well as helping with other
medical needs and giving financial advice.
“The Commador was my

Group at the women’s shelter.

in Nogales, Ariz./ Nogales,
Mexico over Spring Break to
work with recently deported
migrants and learn new perspectives.
The three main goals of
the Kino Border Initiative
are to humanize, accompany,
and complicate. To do this,
students met with migrants,
border patrol, and ranchers
who live along the border to
hear different perspectives on
the complex issue of immigration.
The main place that the
group met migrants was at the
Commador, which is a soup
kitchen that aids recently

ient until he was recently deported and he knows nobody
in Mexico besides his abuela
who lives hours and hours
away in Central Mexico. I sat
there and thought—what if

photo | courtesy of Dalton Ennis

favorite part of the trip overall
because it really helped put a
face to these things that you
hear about on the news all of
the time. It also helped me see
some of the problems in the
current system and the humanity of each person that we
met,” said junior Max Mantych.
The group worked at the
Commador almost every day
of the trip and heard many
different stories, which really
worked towards the humanize
and accompany goals of Kino.
“On one of our first days
I met a 22-year-old kid named
Jorge who was a DACA recip-

that was me? Could I handle
being uprooted from my life
and transplanted into a country I left when I was two years
old? I honestly don’t think I
could. I would have no clue
what to do,” said senior Pierce
Hastings.
Another thing that the
group did to humanize the issue of immigration was talking to the women at the Kino
women’s shelter. They heard
stories about the women’s
journeys and about how many
of them had run into problems with the cartel in their
hometown and were fleeing
violence.

“When we spoke to the
women in the women’s shelter that were deported, the
woman who was a middle
school teacher resonated with
me because I am a teacher, but
I am teaching kids who have
a lot of good options for their
future. She said that a lot of
her students thought that a
good option to earn a decent
amount of money was to join
Narcos, the cartel, which was
a gut-punch to me because I
have never taught students in
a situation like that before,”
said AP Psychology teacher
Tom Kickham.
In order to work towards
the second goal of the Kino
Border Initiative, to accompany the migrants, the group
walked in the desert over
some of the same areas that
migrants walk from day-today.
“When walking in the
desert, we saw the different
things people use when crossing the border such as black
water bottles to not detect
light, and my favorite, the carpet shoes which hid the footprints from the border patrol,”
said junior Liam John.
They also watched Operation Streamline, the quick
process of trying and sentencing migrants, take place and
talked to one of the lawyers
who works with the migrants.
“Operation streamline
really shocked me because
it was so routine. There was
no emotions,” said John. “It
seemed as if it dehumanized

the migrants because they did
not really understand what
the judge was saying and this
showed when she misspoke
and no one could recall her
prior question.”
To try to further complicate the complex issue of immigration, the group also met
with Border Patrol and some
ranchers who live along the
border and interact with migrants often who are crossing
their property. When visiting
border patrol, the group also
received a tour of the facility.
“If you hear all different
sides of the story, you gain a
better understanding of the
big picture. Talking to the
ranchers was interesting because they made some very
good points and they have so
much experience with it. This
is part of their day-to-day
lives and has been for years,”
said junior Dalton Ennis.

Students serving in Commador.

Most evenings, the group
did their own reflection and
had time to relax, but one
evening, the group met with
students from Saint Louis
University for a short reflection over a campfire, as well as
getting to know some of the
students from there.
“When we went to the
get-together with the SLU
students, I was talking to the
man who led the SLU group.
He said that Jeb Bush said
that illegal immigration, with
an exception to those bringing drugs across, is a crime
of love. That really seemed
to sum up everything that we
were seeing,” said Kickham.
“According to our current
laws, it is a crime, but these
people are just trying to have
a decent life for themselves
and the people they love.”

photo | courtesy of Dalton Ennis

The return of repose gray: students
journey to Appalachia over break
BY Chris
STAFF

T

Staley

en students and four
chaperones took on the
frigid temperatures, snow,
and wind of Barren Springs,
Va., for Mission Appalachia
this past spring break, a St.
Louis U. High immersion trip
that has been offered since
2011.
Barren Springs is a small
town in southern Virginia,
close to North Carolina and
West Virginia. For years it
has been affected by poverty
and low employment and the
households in the area have
been hit drastically by the nationwide opioid crisis.
SLUH worked with
a group called Neighbor-

2Neighbor, a group founded
by Sam and Kelly Crawford,
two local farmers in Barren
Springs whose goal was to
help out their small, tightknit community. For about
50 years, the group has helped
others by doing various projects to make their lives a little
bit easier.
The Jr. Bills stayed at a
cottage at Joy Ranch, a relief
home for kids who come from
unstable families. Two houses—one for boys and one for
girls—are overseen by relief
parents, who are people that
act like a parent to the kids.
SLUH students spent
their first few days working
at the Ranch doing projects
like fixing flower beds, paint-

Students taking nails out of boards.

ing, organizing messy supply
rooms, and shovelling snow.
“We’d like to say there
were two teams,” said junior
Jack Ruyle. “Some painted the
girls’ house, while a couple
of others, myself included,
moved around old refrigerators and freezers, fixed up a
garden, and knocked out
some shelves. I felt a mixture
of pride and joy for completing all of our achievements
there and how thankful the
children were.”
The group also went to
Sam and Kelly Crawford’s
farm to work in an old volunteer house and to help take Group photo of the SLUH group a Appalachia.
care of the animals.
“I always love to interact the donkey, Little Bits, and experience because it allowed
with the animals, especially one of the dogs, Zeke,” said me to see into the struggles
senior Matthew Quinlan, who that the kids who live there
went to the trip for his third may be facing and how it is
and final time. “My favorite affecting them,” said junior
part of the farm is just the Charlie Steenberge. “One
atmosphere there. Sam and thing that surprised me was
Kelly make it feel like a second a kid asked Chuck (Perry)
home and it is just a beautiful if he lived with his parents
place to be. It’s kinda been a in such a way that almost
happy place for me, and I’ve seemed negative, which was
always looked forward to go- a huge ‘wow’ moment for me
ing there when we go down because I take that for granted
for the week.”
living in a good home life and
Some students spent at SLUH. It’s the norm to live
their time helping Kelly in such a way that we don’t alCrawford at her job at Oak- ways see the blessings that are
land Elementary when there given to us.”
was not a snow day. Some
Students learned the imsaid the time they spent there portance of interacting with
opened their eyes to the prob- new people from different
lems of the area.
backgrounds, one of the most
photo | Mrs. Amy Mersinger
“The school was a great important takeaways from
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the trip. At the first meeting
before the trip, every Spring
Break group focused on solidarity and eventually seeing
people as people rather than
seeing the poverty they carry.
Mission Appalachia focused
on this aspect a lot, and it
changed the perspectives of
some students.
“I’ve really learned how
different the community is
down there,” said Quinlan.
“There’s a certain generosity
of spirit that I’ve experienced
there that I haven’t felt here,
and I think with that is a certain sense of solidarity and
willingness to help anyone
who needs it, which is what
Neighbor2Neighbor and Joy
Ranch were founded on.”
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Spring break group serves in Honduras after cancelled January trip;
leaves Honduras with gratitude
BY James Pollard
CORE STAFF

F

our seniors and two
faculty members went
to Honduras for one week
over spring break to serve
at El Centro San Yves, a
malnutrition center for
children in the city of Yoro.
Seniors Rich Michalski,
Eric Schnelker, Matthew
Stauder, and James Pollard
attended the trip along with
English teacher Riley Dunn
and history teacher Lindsey
Ehret.
The school cancelled
the January trip after a travel alert had been issued in
the winter for Honduras following unrest in response
to a contested presidential
election. In the wake of that
cancellation, Campus Ministry and the administration
took extra precaution to
ensure that the political cli-

mate in Honduras was safe,
and to communicate that
information to the students
and adults involved.
“There was nothing
from the State Department
telling us we should not go,”
said Campus Minister Nick
Ehlman. “We talked with
Mr. Mulligan who is down
there and he said that everything was looking good
for the spring break trip.
The inauguration of the
president came and went at
the end of January and there
was no unrest like in the
fall. All signs were pointing towards this being a safe
trip.”
“I think Campus Ministry did a great job of preparing us for the reality of
Honduras, both the good
and the bad,” said Ehret.
“Prior to that I knew the
stereotype of Honduras: it’s

human beings,” said Stauder. “You have this sense of,
‘I don’t know how to feed
them, I don’t know how
to change diapers, I don’t
know how to do whatever,’
but that was really quenched
just by how easy everything
became. I mean Fermin (an
infant) dropped a bowl of
mush on my pants, but aside
from that. We were simply a
supplement. We weren’t the
necessity.”
Although prepared for
a difference in culture, the
group still received a certain
culture shock. Many things
members of the St. Louis U.
High community may take
for granted are luxuries to
the common Honduran,
such as hot showers and
clean tap water.
“I am still processing
this, as I think that most of
us still are,” said Dunn. “The
entire experience grounded
me with a sense of gratitude.
Taking that away and being
able to look at their lives
and seeing how the people
of Honduras come and go
on a daily basis and live fulfilling lives, makes me all
the more grateful for all of
the additional blessing and
privileges that I have, being
American and a teacher.”
“I had so much admiration and respect for the
women of the center that
are caring for these children,” said Ehret. “It really touched me that they
are making hardly nothing
and they’ve got their own
photo | Rich Michalski
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dangerous. But once I got
an education on it, once
I realized it’s not as dark
and gloomy and that there
are real people there living
normal lives, I wasn’t afraid
of going. It was nice that a
contingent actually got to
go because it was cancelled
in January.”
The group spent mornings and afternoons at the
center, with a break in between the two for lunch
and rest, and the evenings
dedicated to immersing
themselves in the city and
culture. At the center, they
spent much of their time
playing with the children
and feeding the infants, supervising them while doing
so.
“When it came to working at the center, my biggest fear was working with
babies who are just fragile

Senior Rich Michalski in Yoro, Honduras.

Senior Eric Schnelker nourishing child.

families at home, yet they
give these children so much
love and attention and respect. I found that really
moving because it is a lot.
You can be overwhelmed
with twelve kids there, six
of them under the age of
one or two. My frustrations
were with trying to feed
them. I got peed on. I got
barfed on. I got pooped on.
And for these women it’s
not a big deal.”
“It was really a neat way
to see God through the gift
of life: through these kids
and through the joy and

photo | Rich Michalski

happiness that they had
even throughout the trials
they have already had with
malnourishment and with
some of them being abandoned by parents, or whatever medical conditions
they have,” said Stauder. “It
was really cool to see the individual humanity and the
entire person. A lot of times
when we look at poverty we
see it as just a statistic. We
don’t see that these are real
people suffering, but they
are still real people and they
have joys and emotions and
happiness.”

Robinson Library makes room for IT department
BY Ken Viehland
REPORTER

T

seeing students at desks.”
Other bookshelves are
being moved as well, as the
side hallways where they were
located and individual seating
currently available will become
a new IT department office
over the summer. Students can
expect a few other improvements to be accomplished then
as well.
“The work in the summer
will be a little more drastic.
We’ll be welcoming the IT department and all of the material that was in that space will be
moved behind where the students sit now. In general that
will result in the library being a
little more compact. We’ll also

be doing some weeding out of
old books that have needed to
be removed for a while,” said
Austermann.
And while she views the
changes made as an overall
good thing, there is one negative Austermann thought of.
“The only downside I see
is that I did prefer having a direct sightline to the front door
in order to see who was coming in, especially at night,” said
Austermann.
Student reactions have
been more negative though,
with many students missing the old, less open, feel the
space had.
“I don’t like how

he Robinson Library is
currently in the process
of renovation, and the changes
have already resulted in a different feel to the setup. When
students returned from spring
break, they were greeted with
a less private study space that
allows for easier monitoring.
The alterations have only just
begun, however, and when
students return next school
year they can expect even more
differences.
“This is just step one,” said
librarian Regina Austermann,
“and the other changes will be
coming over the summer.”
One of the main factors
in making this updated library
a reality was moving the main
desk, which had long sat in
front of the entrance, to a spot
that directly overlooks the
main floor space of the library.
A small seating area with cushioned chairs and a coffee table
has taken up residence at the
desk’s former location. In addition, bookshelves that previously blocked the view of students have been moved behind
the seating area. The intent is
greater visibility for the staff
that allows them to keep a better controlled space.
Austermann noted, “Since
we’ve cleaned everything up a
bit, I do really like that there
Where the previous desk was housed.
is greater visibility in terms of

tight it is now. All the tables
are really close together. I liked
the old layout was more open
and you had more space to
yourself,” said sophomore Sean
Kelly.
“All the tables are way
too close, and the librarians
had more space for themselves
when the desk was in its old
spot. Now I think there is a lot
of wasted space,” said sophomore Nick McLaughlin.
“I definitely prefer the old
layout. I liked it when it was
more closed off with the bookshelves in their old places. It
was more private,” said senior
Phillip Schlichting.
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State champs, baby!

St. Louis U. High hockey defeats De Smet in the 2018 Challenge Cup finals
(continued from page 1)

The play looked like the
Jr. Bills were on a power play
but De Smet was actually at
full strength. SLUH though
could not find a breakthrough
and De Smet goalie Will Oliver was putting on a strong
performance. The first period
ended 0-0 and the tension
in Scottrade was becoming
more and more palpable.
One thing different about
this game from previous years
was that all uniformed players were getting ice time. Not
all the lines were playing but
players would rotate onto
lines at different times to keep
guys fresh.
“I think that we wear
teams out and that we get on
them on the forecheck and
eventually they will have to
cave,” said head coach Jack
Behan about keeping his players fresh and maintaining The hockey team celebrates the first goal of the game with the SLUH fan section.
high pressure.

start an attack and was left
all alone with the goalie. He
deked Oliver, forcing him to
dive and then lifting the puck
above him and into the net,
3-0 Jr. Bills.
Increasing the lead to
three with two short-handed
goals forced De Smet to call
a time-out in the hopes of
getting back into the game.
There was no reward for the
Spartans, though, as with 2:14
left in the game, senior Kevin
Einig netted a shot from point
blank range after a pass from
junior Justin Jacoby who was
behind the goal.
“We knew De Smet was
going to come out with some
fire, but we just kept saying
that if we play our game they
will wear down and we will
take them over in the second
or third period,” said senior
photo | Jonel Olar Matt Hohl.
The game ended 4-0 Jr.
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The second period got
everyone’s hearts racing.
There were many breakaways
that forced both goalies to
make impressive stops to
maintain the deadlock. Junior Henry Wagner had the
best chance with about 7:30
left in the period, but Oliver did just enough to barely
keep the puck out of the net.
SLUH kept knocking on
the door. After the TV timeout
with 5:45 left, senior captain
Joe Winkelmann rattled a shot
off the post. Junior Christian
Berger skimmed the crossbar
after a sequence that had the
De Smet defense scrambling
but there was still no score.

Goals

20.7 left in 2nd period; Berger (22) from Pawlow (2)
8:29 left in 3rd period; Winkelmann (18) from Wagner (10) and Wachter shorthanded
7:45 left in 3rd period; Simoncic (19) shorthanded
2:14 left in 3rd period; Einig (21) from Jacoby (17) and Berger
Berger finally broke the
knot with 20.7 seconds left in
the second after senior Steven Pawlow drew the Spartan
defenders toward him on a
break and fed Berger across
net who beat the goalie stick
side, 1-0 SLUH.
“I felt in the first period
that we were playing good
and that when we got to the
second period we would roll
them,” said Behan. “When we
didn’t score until late I never
felt bad and their goalie kept
them in it for as long as he
could but it was only a matter
of time.”
“It was much needed. I
think it was a turning point in
the game,” said Pawlow.
The arena exploded as
the SLUH faithful went crazy.
The first goal of that game
held so much importance and
to finally have scored after
nearly a whole period of intense offensive pressure was
a major relief to everyone on
the SLUH side.

Penalties

Michael Mullin, De Smet, 9:07 left in the 1st period
Trevor White, SLUH, 9:04 left in the 3rd period
Michael Mullin, De Smet, 7:13 left in the 3rd period
Jack Wachter, SLUH, 5:00 left in the 3rd period
Because of the extraordinary time the Jr. Bills spent on
offense, De Smet only tallied
one shot on goal in the entire
second period.
After the long break
while the zamboni cleaned the
ice, the third period began.
With only a 1-0 lead, the Jr.
Bills were looking to expand
their lead and De Smet was
frantic to tie the game. The
physical play started to show
from De Smet with a few extra
shoves after the whistle, but
there was nothing that caused
the refs to have to make any
calls. Hits increased along
with the rise in intensity.
Senior Matt Leritz got
kicked out of the game for

throwing the Christian Berger fathead onto the ice by accident during the Hot Juicy
Berger cheer with a little over
ten minutes left in the game.
This brought a lot of energy to
the SLUH fan section as they
were in need of another goal
to cheer for.
With 9:04 left, senior
Trevor White went to the
penalty box for interference,
seemingly the spark the Jr.
Bills needed to get some more
goals. With De Smet focused
on attacking, the SLUH offense
could find chances on breaks
despite being a man down.
Wagner started a breakaway and Winkelmann followed. Wagner took a shot,
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but it was blocked by the De
Smet defender but glided
right onto Winkelmann’s
stick. Winkelmann finally got
a goal at Scottrade with 8:29
left when he sniped the top
right corner, doubling SLUH’s
lead. Winkelmann then proceeded to hit a classy dab on
the De Smet fan section.
Shorthanded goals had
been a strength of the SLUH
offense all year and sophomore Patrick Simoncic only
confirmed that. With 7:45 left,
still on the same White penalty kill, Simoncic pick-pocketed De Smet as they tried to

Bills, making SLUH the 2018
Challenge Cup champions.
This victory made Behan the
first coach to win the Challenge Cup for two different
schools, SLUH and Parkway
South. Berger won MVP of
the game, tallying the crucial
first goal and an assist. Rasch
shut out De Smet on their
measly 13 total shots on goal.
“I just stayed focused and
didn’t let anyone get into my
head,” said Rasch. “I couldn’t
have done it without my defense who stood tall in front
of me, blocked shots, and sacrificed their bodies.”

7
Final ‘Hot, Juicy Berger’ cheer gets
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Leritz ejected from Scottrade Center
BY Nathan P. Wild
FEATURES EDITOR

II

A

Hockey Player Reactions

Senior Joe Winkelmann

Senior Chip Holmes

“It makes up for the past
three years where we had tears
in our eyes. This one makes up
for all of that.”
“I’ve seen a lot of unselfishness going on and we
haven’t been concerned with
points and who scores. We
were concerned about wins.
Coach Behan kept us accountable for all of our actions and
made sure that we were representing SLUH well.”

“It feels great and we
have a great program coming
up especially the coaches. We
did whatever we had to do to
achieve it.”
“I wanted to defeat CBC
and it would’ve been a great
way to go out, but sometimes
you have to put your little
brother in his place.”

Senior Steven Pawlow

“It’s about time. I mean
going to the finals 4 years and
finally being able to put this
one away felt pretty good.”
“Accountability, unselfishness, and 30 man roster
was what got us here.”
Senior Matt Hohl
“It hasn’t really set in yet.
It hasn’t hit me yet that I won
state. I can’t even put it into
Sophomore Jack Hazelton
words.”
“I really wanted to face
“The past 3 years I overCBC, but we won so that’s all prepped so this year I played
that matters.”
it cool and played it like any
other game.”

Fan Reactions

Senior Jake Trunko
“I walked in expecting
the boys to pull through with
a State Championship and
when they did I was going
wild. It was an experience I’ll
remember forever.”

Junior Brad Pike
“As the game began, I
was pretty confident we were
going to win. Then, it took a
while for us to score and I was
getting a little nervous, but
once we scored the first one
madness broke out because
Senior Will Perryman
we all knew more were com“U. High has just got that ing. And finally a state title.”
deal.”
Senior Gavin Obert
Senior Westin Biermann
“That goal right there on
the breakaway was freaking
awesome. It (the student section) was insane. Everybody
was so stressed out and then
just like the loudest roar of excitement.”

“Even after four years,
being able to root on the boys
at Scottrade with hundreds of
kids representing your school
is an unbelievable experience
to be a part of, and definitely
one that will come to my mind
when I remember my time at
the U. High.”

Freshman Joey Knese
“The first period I
thought we definitely had the
advantage and the only thing
keeping De Smet in the game
was their goalie. After the first
goal I wasn’t overly excited because we needed to get a bigger lead because de smet had
enough time to come back.
The next two goals made me
totally freak out because we
were on the penalty kill and
we, in my opinion, secured the
win. After the buzzer sounded
at the end of the third period
I went crazy, jumping up and
down with my friends and
screaming my head off. It’s an
experience I will never forget.”

t nearly every SLUH
hockey game for the
past nine years, the chant of
“Hot Juicy Bergers” has sent
the crowd into an absolute
frenzy. During the Challenge
Cup finals, the fan section was
treated to what will go down
as one of the most memorable
renditions of the cheer, given
by senior Matthew Leritz, that
led to his removal from the
game.
The chant began as a tribute to the Berger brothers, a
legacy of SLUH hockey since
the first Berger brother joined
back in 2009. The cheer begins
when the fan section is quietly
seated as one stands among
them, demanding a hot juicy
Berger over a disgusting frozen patty, by boasting of such
manly feats like the ability to
“palm a fastball from the great
Randy Johnson” or just simply
“having a mouth that wants
one.”
As junior Christian
Berger leaves SLUH, he takes
the chant with him, being
the last Berger left at SLUH.
Thus, the quest for a hot juicy
burger was told one last time
on March 13 for the packed
crowd at the Scottrade Center.
Leritz stood up, wearing
American flag shorts and tank
top, to bring the vivacious
chant alive one last time.
“I knew it was going to
be the last Hot Juicy Brger
chant of all time because
Christian Berger is not coming back to SLUH, so I knew
the cheer had to go out with
a bang,” said Leritz. “I tried to
put every ounce of emotion
and feeling that I had into the
cheer.”
After Leritz began the
chant, he was handed a large
printed photo of Berger’s
head, commonly referred to
as a ‘fathead.’ As Leritz professed that he wanted a hot
juicy burger, “not because I
could tear a phonebook with
my bare hands,” he threw the
face of Berger into the wind, a
ferocious salute to the Berger
legacy.
However, the trajectory
of the throw was near perfect
as it skated in the air and barely drifted over the safety net
and onto the ice during a De
Smet offensive play. The referees quickly called a stoppage
to remove the extra Berger
from the ice.
The accident was well
received by both the SLUH
crowd and by Berger himself
on the ice as an iconic mo-

ment.
“It actually landed right
next to me and almost hit me.
I didn’t know what it was but I
thought it was funny,” said the
real Berger. “I didn’t find out
it was mine until I got back
to the bench; that made it so
much funnier.”
After the accident, Leritz
stood frozen, with his hands
cupped to his mouth as the
student section roared with
laughter. As De Smet booed
during the stoppage of time,

more interesting views on the
incident.
“Matt grew up around
John Burke, and we’re products of our environments. So
if you ask me, I’d say it’s John
Burke’s fault,” said senior Michael Bradley, close friend of
Leritz.
Senior Tommy Rogan
followed the boos with “Goalie, goalie, didn’t eat your carrots. Police, police, free Matt
Leritz” to try to get his friend
back into the game. The plea

art | John Burke

SLUH students joined in jokingly.
Almost immediately police officers tried to pull Leritz
out of his seat and out of the
stadium. Two officers grabbed
him by either arm and calmly
escorted him out.
“I guess it was really easy
for them to spot me since everyone else was sitting down
and I was dressed in the
American flag colors,” said
Leritz.
The SLUH student section then started to rebel
against what was viewed as
an injustice off the ice. Many
students complained that it
was an accident and he should
be allowed to stay. Some had

was not answered.
“I had turned away and
thought a puck came up because everyone was looking
up,” said Rogan. “After he got
kicked out, I wanted to start
a chant to simply get him
back. As a friend, I thought
it was funny because I know
he didn’t mean to do it. It will
definetly be remembered next
year when the Jr. Bills make it
back to state.”
After being escorted out
of his seat, Leritz was taken
to the vending section of the
arena and bombarded with
questions by the security staff.
However, history teacher Sterling Brown and a few parents

continued on page 12

Head Coach Jack Behan
“We are just going to enjoy this great season. These
guys deserve to enjoy it.”
“Just to be a team. Unselfish, dedicated, and ply for the
guy next to you.”
“I’ve been around a lot
of championship teams. The
only message that I kept giving to them was you have to
believe in yourself and each
other. That’s what they did and
that’s all it took because they
were very talented and unselfish.”
- all photos taken by Sulli Wallisch, Jonel Olar, and Mrs. Gina Bak
- compiled by Nathan Langhauser, Ben Dattilo, Nathan Wild, and Jack Schweizer
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First time Pope meets musicians at the Vatican since 1980’s
(continued from page 1)

ment I thought I might have
offended somebody. What
was worse was that after he
talked to me he went over to
the Swiss Guard. It was the
longest 30 seconds of my life,
because it wasn’t like he said
‘good job’ or anything. He just
came up to me and asked who

“And our tour guide shouted, ‘You’re going to meet the
Pope!’”
The group of musicians
quickly rushed from their
seats in the audience to the
steps of the basilica. After
playing a few songs, the group
began to play “O Sacred Head
Now Wounded,” and Pope

Pope Francis waves to the band.

we were and where we were
from.”
Shortly thereafter, the
guard returned and told the
group to move onto the steps
of St. Peter’s Basilica to play
for the Holy Father himself.
“We all had instruments
and music stands, but we just
picked them up and started
running over,” said Pottinger.

Francis began walking down
the steps towards the group.
“I originally thought,
‘Oh, well the Pope’s gonna
walk by and wave to us,’ but as
he comes closer I think I literally shouted ‘Oh my gosh it’s
the Pope! It’s the Pope!’ He’s
walking over to us and I’m
thinking, ‘Do I stop? What
do we do? Do we play?’ I look

up and our trumpet section is
just staring at the Pope,” said
Pottinger.
Sophomore Bryce Van
Bree recalled playing during
his flute solo in “O Sacred
Head Now Wounded” while
the Pope walked ever closer to
the group.
“My nervousness began

photo | Mrs. Christina Rizzo

mounting,” said Van Bree.
“And it was interesting, because the second the pope
walked over, my nervousness
kind of just vanished. It was
weird. And for the rest of the
piece it continued like that.
The pope just kind of took my
nervousness away somehow.”
The surprise meeting was
certainly a surreal moment for

all of the band’s musicians and
Pottinger. Pope Francis spent
about three minutes conversing with Pottinger, asking him
where they’re from.
“He asked me about the
piece and the arrangement of
the song,” said Pottinger. “He
told me the music was fantastic and the boys were wonderful. He also asked about our
school, which I explained,
that we were Jesuit and he’s Jesuit so I was excited to tell him
that. And this was our 200th
anniversary, which was a big
reason why we were there. For
Jesuits, to share this with Pope
Francis is priceless.”
After talking with Pottinger, Pope Francis stopped
to shake hands with all of the
boys in the band, which was
one of the most memorable
moments of the experience.
It was noted by officials at the
Vatican that a Pope had not
given a group that came to
perform for him this much attention in over 30 years.
“I was nervous because
I actually didn’t have my
music,” said senior Thomas
Curdt. “I was reading off of
my phone. I couldn’t clearly
see all of the notes I was supposed to be playing so I was
just hoping I didn’t mess up.
Other than that it was amazing. I didn’t realize it was such
a big deal that he came down
to listen to us. But once he
came down and we were done

playing I had to push my way
up to shake his hand.”
The pictures and news of
the Pope’s meeting went viral
throughout the St. Louis area.
Almost every major news
source followed the story,
which meant many interviews and comments for Pottinger and the band. Pottinger
even took an interview while
standing in the airport line in
Zurich, Switzerland, before
the group made its return to
the United States.
Interviews as recent as
last Wednesday kept Pottinger and several students
busy, while he and the band
reaped the benefits of their
encounters. The story went
even as far as the Washington
Post, who published a short

piece online that following
afternoon. As well as the Post,
the Saint Louis Post Dispatch,
and the National Public Radio
(NPR) covered the story of
the band members’ experience.
“It was a big shock for all
of us I think,” said senior Emmanuel Parker. “I remember
when he drove by originally
for the Papal Audience in the
popemobile I think we were
all thinking the story we’d
come back with was that we
were ten feet away from the
Pope when he drove by. But
then all of a sudden we were
on the steps and he was walking down and greeting us.
It was a huge shock but very
exciting.”

Sophomore Bryce Van Bree plays for the Pope.

photo | courtesy of SLUH Band

The Jr. Billiken band gets the opportunity to play throughout Europe
(continued from page 1)

The second major cultural difference was street
vending. From the first day
of sightseeing in Rome,
street vendors crowded the
group, and they were everywhere, with many different tactics they employed
to sell their product. In one
common technique, vendors would put the item in
your hand, or on you, as if
they were almost giving it to
you, and made you feel bad
about it. Then they named
their price. But Elizabeth
had tipped the group off on
another cultural difference.
Street vendors don’t make a
set price; it was a free market
on the streets, so you could
haggle and barter for what
you wanted at a lower price.
Junior Reid Horton saw a
metal gold-colored statue
that he liked, and bargained
the price down from 15 euros to just three.
“I bartered a lot, and I
got some hecka nice deals,”
said sophomore clarinet
player and joker extraordinaire Miguel Cadiz. “I think
it’s a good system of economy. I want my thing and you
want your thing, so let’s just
make a compromise.”
As the trip was meant
to be a sort-of pilgrimage as
well as a chance to perform,
the band and orchestra were
able to see many important
religious buildings. Starting with St. Peter’s Basilica
in the Vatican Square, the
group progressed to different
holy places. They toured and
celebrated Mass in the ancient Roman catacombs with
father Chris Seiler, a young

SLUH Band in St. Peter’s Basilica, Vatican City.

priest who used to serve at
St. Gabriel’s parish in the St.
Louis city.
After next stopping at
a couple other old Roman
cathedrals, the group heard
Mass in Italian in the chapel
of the Church of the Gesu,
and later went to the burial
place of St. Ignatius Loyola,
and saw the hand of St. Frances Xavier, Ignatius’ righthand man in the early Jesuit
order.
Working harder than
ever, tour guide Elizabeth
created just enough time for
the group to be able to see
it. The church was already
closed, but she made it work.
The group also played
for a refugee church called
St. Paul’s, attracting many
people to come in just from
walking by on the streets.

The climax occured
in the middle of the week,
when the SLUH band and
orchestra members found
themselves on the steps of
St. Peter’s Basilica, playing for the pope. It was the
first time, according to a reporter there, that a pope had
stopped for a group in ten
years. News of this went crazy in St. Louis, and the SLUH
community processed its orchestra’s opportunity to meet
with the head of its religion.
Besides touring the
Vatican and some of the religious buildings, the group
was also exposed to some of
the ancient imperial Roman
buildings, structures dating back to before the time
of Jesus. The first day alone
brought the circus maximus,
the ancient Roman racing

photo | Mrs. Christina Rizzo

“The view was amazing, and to follow, I had the
best lasagna of my life,” said
sophomore clarinet player
Anthony Bohannen.
The second excursion
came on Thursday, the penultimate day of the trip. Unlike their trip north to Assisi,
the group ventured south
to Napoli, the third largest
Italian city. There the band
and orchestra members were
treated to a breathtaking
view of the Mediterranean,
with Pompeii and Mount
Vesuvius just behind it. And
it was there they went next
that day. Taking the highway,
the group then took a tour of
the ancient Roman city, and
the view back at Naples was
even better. The group ate
two main dishes, pizza marguerite, and bolognese pasta,
both dishes native to Naples.
One of the things many
of the band and orchestra
members noted about the
city was how they liked the
its duality, for the city was
really two different places
at the same time. Rome has
many tall, ancient, and historical buildings, but on almost every block, usually

on the bottom floors, there
was some type of graffiti.
The brightness of St. Peter’s
square contrasted only a
block away, when the band
and orchestra, being picked
up by their bus in a parking garage, walked through
the shadiest and smelliest
of places. Tourists were seen
taking pictures in the square,
while a couple steps away
homeless people were bundled up under covers, playing cards with each other.
This duality made the city
even cooler in many minds.
“It kinda felt like being
in a post-apocalyptic setting,
I liked it. You could see the
Tiber river below us, and the
walls were filled with graffiti, and it was situated right
across from some ancient
fort and I was mindblown,”
said sophomore clarinet
player Peter Curdt.
The SLUH band and
orchestra packed up shop
and returned back home last
Friday, and arrived late in
the dark night, but the experience was a light for the
Lenten season.

grounds which could hold
up to 250,000 people, the
Coliseum, the Arches of Titus and Constantinople, and
the burial place of Septimius
Severus.
Throughout the week,
the group took a couple excursions, little trips within
the bigger Italy trips. Tuesday brought the first, a
two-hour drive north to the
city of Assisi, located in the
middle of a region in Italy
called Umbria, on the flank
of a mountain range. The
group played outside the cathedral and then was treated
to a fabulous lasagna lunch
and a tour of the city. The
railing next to the cathedral
gave a stunning view of the
Umbrian countryside, offering a view of cities miles and Sophomores Peter Curdt and Miguel Cadiz in St. Peter’s Square.
photo | Mrs. Christina Rizzo
miles away.

March 23, 2018

NEWS

Prep News
Volume 82, Issue 23

9

PN vault: 1996
This marks the 23rd year
of the St. Louis-Nanjing
sister city program. It
started, with Dr. Chingling Tai, back in 1996,
when six SLUH students
journeyed to Nanjing,
spent ten days at the
foreign exchange school,
and spent almost two
weeks exploring famous
Chinese landmarks (left).
The relationship is still
strongly continued today,
with SLUH receiving
Chinese exchange
students just at the start
of the semester. Dr. Tai
since has retired after
heading the SLUH
Chinese program for 27
years, handing the reins
onto current Chinese
teacher Yude Huang.

PN Puzzle
Across

1. Four seed who got
upset by 13 seed Buffalo
5. Light rays that
turned Bruce Banner
into the Hulk
9. Someone who
plays Blackjack a lot
10. The period of a
monarch’s rule
11. What you need to
do to make a mummy
13. International soccer star who played
for Chelsea and the
Ivory Coast National
Team
17. Very light wood
that floats in water
20. Paint remover
21. A tie in tennis
22. Archaic word for
a sluice
23. Eating six of these
in a minute is a tough
challenge

Down

1. What you are when
you play a sport
2. Inuit ice shelter
3. When you don’t
shower for a while you
are very ______
4. Team who signed
Shohei Ohtani
5. One who plays
video games often
6. When a bird starts
losing its feathers it is
_____
7. Where Lebron
James is from
12. Big _______s
Brand
14. What the people
on Extreme Home
Makeover do
15. To carry out successfully
16. Shrek says that onions have many _____
17. Da _____
18. Welcome to my
humble _____
19. A circular opening
at the top of a dome
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Racquetball bounces back to claim 12th national title
BY Liam John
CORE STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High racquetball team rebounded
from a 70-point loss at State to
win a national championship.
The team won in Portland with
a score of 2,927 for its eighth
consecutive win and twelfth
national title ever, finishing 805
points ahead of second place
Sprague High School.
The national tournament
location switches between Portland and St. Louis every year.
This year it took place in Portland. The Jr. Bills flew out of
Lambert on Wednesday, Feb. 28.
The tournament then started on
Thursday for most players.
The competition is the
hardest the Jr. Bills see all year,
with students from Oregon and
California playing a different
style of racquetball. The toughest competition this year was
Sprague and Parkway West.
Everyone was hoping to get revenge from the Longhorns after
the upset at state.
“I was so impressed that
they responded so great to that
loss and played the best racquetball they played all year,” said
racquetball director Stephen
Deves.
The singles tournament is
set up in an Olympic style, while
the doubles is a simple conciliation bracket. Olympic style
means there are multiple brackets for winners and losers.
No. 1 seed for SLUH James
Storgion (Sr.) won his first
match with a score of 15-0, 15-1.
In his second match, he played
the best player in the tournament, Sebastian Fernandez,
who is ranked 21 in the professional league. Storgion dove
for every ball and won the first
game. Fernandez exerted little
effort, but Storgion was forcing
him to the back.
He lost significantly in the
next two games with Fernandez
passing and pinching without
breaking a sweat. Storgion was
the only person in the whole
tournament to get a game off
Fernandez.
“What Fernandez lacked
in emotion, he made up for in
sauce,” said Storgion.
After the loss to Fernandez, Storgion went on to the
blue division and beat Parkway’s
Johnny Greenberg, a player
Storgion lost to twice in three
games during the season. Storgion went on the court confident that he could beat Greenberg. He passed him constantly.
The pass is very beneficial
because great players will stand
in the middle of the court as
a default, and a pass is usually
beyond their wingspan, so they
have to put a great deal of energy
to get the ball which usually results in a setup.
Storgion beat Greenberg
in three games, 14-15, 15-7, 113, then beat Lindbergh’s No. 1
seed Lukas Bell before losing in
the blue finals to Bryan Barbera
from California 15-6, 15-4.
No. 2 seed Matt Hayes (Jr.)
had the second hardest draw,
facing the Rojas brothers in
doubles and then playing Jesse
Rojas in his second match.
The Rojas come from a
long line of racquetball players,
with three members of the family in the top 25 on the profes-
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The racquetball team posing with their first place trophy.

sional circuit. They have some of
the best coaching in the country.
“Matthew Hayes played
the game of his life,” said Deves.
In his singles match, Hayes
went three games against Jesse
Rojas with perfect ceiling balls
to the backhand. The first game,
Hayes was tied 14-14 when Rojas got the final point off him.
Hayes got back and held
his head up high to hit shots
low to the ground, and he kept
it off the sidewalls. He won the
match 14-15, 15-8, 11-4. His
next match was Hayes’s hardest
competitor Mark Duffie.
“I had beaten (Duffie) once
before, so I just went in and
thought to keep it to his backhand,” said Hayes.
Duffie won the No. 2 seed
bracket last year, beating Storgion in the finals. Hayes took
him on this year in the finals
and lost 15-13, 15-14. He kept
sending the ball to the middle of
the court for Duffie to pass him,
and when he tried to get Duffie’s
passes, Hayes poked it again to
the center when he dove.
Hayes has been on varsity
since his freshman year, and he
will lead the team through state
and nationals next year.
Senior Adam Hanson had
a great nationals tournament
with a win in three gold. He won
his first two matches, and then,
won due to a forfeit from Jason
Sauer, the player he lost to in
state.
Hanson played Jacob
Scheuble from Sprague in the
gold semis. Scheuble allowed his
anger to get to him, and Hanson
was able to maintain his temper
to win the match. Hanson performed passes that confused
Scheuble.
Hanson and Hayes played
doubles together in the No. 1
bracket. Their run was shortlived after they won their first
match, as they went to play the
Rojas boys. Antonio Rojas, who
won second in one gold, took
control of the court. Hanson
and Hayes were outplayed, and
they lost 15-6, 15-11.
No. 4 seed senior Steven
Zak played smart racquetball
for the first two matches of his
tournament. He lost just eight
points in two matches. He was

the alpha of the court, not allowing anything to get past him. His
serves stayed below the knees as
well.
Zak played Kyle Andersen
from Parkway West in the finals.
Zak had lost to him in the first
match of the season, but beat
him in the last match of the season and in state. At nationals,
they were very close.
They went to three games
because Zak kept playing balls
that Andersen could get to easily: they were not as low as Zak
had played previously. Andersen could only hit ceiling balls
with his backhand and Zak continued to give ceiling setups to
Andersen.
After going down 12-3 in
the first game, Zak ended up
figuring out Andersen’s play,
and he passed it to his backhand to come back and win the
match—15-14, 12-15, 11-6.
For doubles, Zak was
paired with Storgion to compete
in the second bracket. Storgion

made Sauer play poorly. After
this match, Sauer forfeited his
match against Hanson.
Senior Nick Patritti took
on the five bracket for his final
matches with SLUH.
He ended up playing Logan Marx from Parkway West
in the semis of the gold bracket.
Patritti played high percentage
racquetball which made Marx
so mad that he broke his racquet.
Marx finished the match
with Storgion’s racquet, but Patritti continued his smart racquetball to win 15-13, 15-10.
Patritti went to the finals
and won his final singles match
15-6, 15-11 against Sprague’s
Jack Sobey, a crucial win for the
SLUH National win.
“No better way to end four
years of racquetball than a team
dub and two gold medals,” said
Patritti. “It was sweet. #turnthatwheel.”
During the tournament,
the coaches kept repeating the

Senior Steven Zak in a doubles match.

took the majority of the balls
because Zak skipped the first
couple in the first two matches.
They did not exert much energy until the finals when they
took on Jason Sauer and Kyle
Andersen, Parkway West varsity
players. In the finals, the players had several disagreements
on calls causing tension and the
appointing of line judges, which
are auxiliary refs.
Zak and Storgion had
control of the court for the first
game, but then the two began to
perform more like a team to win
15-7, 15-8.
They decided to pass to
Andersen because he was worse
than Sauer. This strategy made
Sauer play out of position which

photo | Steve Storgion

metaphor of turning the wheel.
The wheel means that in
the match, players from other
teams will often start off with
low percentage shots, and they
make them successfully. This allows them to win or come close
to winning the first games. But,
assistant coach Joseph Koestner,
former head coach, stated that
in the match, those shots will
start to fail when the games get
tiring. The wheel turns when
they stop making those low percentage shots, such as back of
the court shots, and the SLUH
players continue their high percentage strategy such as ceiling
balls from the back and cross
courts from the middle.
The idea of the wheel

sparked the Jr. Bills to create
signs to cheer on their fellow
teammates: the three S’s (ceiling, setup, and sauce), the moon
landing was fake, a Doc Fathead,
and several more. The boys were
interviewed by the USARaquetball workers to understand
more behind the signs.
“SLUH is really special and
that was pretty evident in our
fans,” said junior Joe Miner. “No
school showed out like our boys
did, and we really know how to
get a crowd going whether it be
for a SLUH kid, or our new Oregon friends.”
The team formed a coalition with Beaverton, an Oregon coed school. The SLUH
guys cheered on their men and
women when SLUH guys were
not playing.
“Playing with a crowd of
SLUH boys cheering you on is
something really really neat,”
said Miner.
Miner played in the six
bracket. He lost his second
match causing his descent to the
blue bracket. Miner ended up
winning first place in blue despite having a high ankle sprain.
Sophomore Andrew Porterfield went to the quarters and
lost to Sprague’s Aiden Crockett.
Crockett was weak in the back
of the court, but Porterfield
kept him in the middle allowing
passes. He lost 15-12, 15-5.
Junior Ryan Lieser also
played in the six bracket. He
played Frank Burke from
Sprague in the quarterfinals.
Burke tried to trick Lieser by
pausing the game after every
play for ten seconds. Lieser continued to play his game despite
the unconventional play style,
and he was able to win 15-11,
13-15, 11-10. Lieser played low
percentage balls during parts of
his match but he was able to get
ceiling balls to the backhand to
get him the win.
Lieser ended up losing to
the No. 2 seed in the six bracket
Aiden Crockett. Lieser was outplayed, however, he was given
another chance to play in the
third place bracket against senior Riley McEnery. McEnery
beat him to earn the third place
title.
Sophomore Nick Schulze

effortlessly made it to the quarters of the six bracket. He then
played McEnery. McEnery outplayed him with his pinchshots
and smart passes.
McEnery played on varsity
two this year and made history
in state, winning third for No.2
seed, the farthest a varsity two
No. 2 seed has gone. He then
played six doubles matches in
the third bracket to get gold with
Patritti. He played seven matches in singles to get the third place
title, knocking out four SLUH
guys on the way.
He lost to Andrew Lofgren in the semis. Lofgren is a
left-handed player, and McEnery continuously passed to his
forehand. Lofgren was able to
power through the match, while
McEnery lacked energy from
playing 11 matches. McEnery
also kept trying to play pinchshots, but they were not working, and they gave Lofgren perfect setups.
McEnery usually has
perfect pinchshots where it is
near impossible to reach, but
he was hitting them too high
which caused his loss in the
semis—15-12, 15-10.
In doubles, McEnery
and Patritti bulldozed through
their competition to make it to
the finals of the three bracket.
They played Porter Schulze, the
SLUH varsity doubles team, in
the finals. McTritti won the finals 15-7, 15-9.
During the doubles bracket McTritti lost one game out
of 13. Their losts was against
the Lindbergh doubles team of
Quinn Jones and Will Theodore
in the 16’s. Jones and Theodore
play a front/back strategy which
took away McEnery’s pinch, but
McTritti adjusted and won 8-15,
15-3, 11-5.
McEnery played good
pinch shots, while Patritti sent
ceilings perfectly to the back
hand corner for the rest of the
tournament.
SLUH had several more
players: freshmen Oliver Allen and Brendan Carr; sophomores Jonathan Prichard and
Tommy Phillips; juniors Dan
Mahn, Collin Gund, Liam John,
Ryan Juergens, Jacob Nelson,
Zach Pavilsin, Nick Rakonick,
and Eli Saadi; and seniors Ken
Viehland, Andrew Lally, Eemil
Miller, and Alex Siampos. All
of these players played a variety
of different matches in the six
bracket for singles and the three
division for doubles.
“When I think about the
team next year, there is a lot of
juniors and sophomores high
up. This was also the first year
that our JV3 won state since
2014,” said Deves. “I have no
doubt this team will continue
to be successful in the years to
come.”
Although the team won by
805 points, every game seemed
to matter to the Jr. Bills. They
thought that they were neck and
neck, so there was no giving up.
“We did not feel like we
were blowing out the opponent,”
said Deves. “Every game was
on the line, and, even though
tough, they were just amazing.”
“The fact that we came
out 800 points above the second
place team shows that we are
still a force to be reckoned with,”
said Koestner.
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Water polo continues dominant
season; prepares to travel to Chicago loses in Lexington
BY Joe Feder
REPORTER

A

fter a remarkable 2017
season, the St. Louis U.
High water polo team jumped
back into the pool over spring
break for its first games, ready
to defend its State title.
Beginning training in
late February, the team had
ample time to prepare for
what is shaping up to be another dominant season, with

though we still have work to
improve on throughout the
season, I feel this could be one
of the best teams that SLUH
has had.”
The Jr. Bills’ momentum
carried over to the next day,
when they defeated Kirkwood
19-6.
Despite the first three
minutes being comprised of
a call and response of a goal
from SLUH followed by a goal
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Junior John McCabe in the game on Wednesday.

the record after the first week
of play reading an undefeated
4-0.
The opening game,
which took place last Wednesday, March 14 at Forest Park
Community College, was a
fitting start to the season, as
the Jr. Bills blew out Parkway
Central 18-2.
The game was a shutout
until the final two minutes.
Senior captain Joe Jellinek
scored four goals in the first
quarter alone; sophomore
Andrew Zimmerman and
juniors Garrett Baldes, Justin Surber, and Luke Brawer
each contributed their first
goal on varsity. The player of
the game, however, was senior
Brendan Moore who garnered
two goals, two assists, and
four steals.
“We came out pretty
strong,” said Moore. “Al-

from the Pioneers for a score
of 3-3, six goals from Jellinek
and a remarkable seven assists from fellow senior Nick
Mattingly propelled SLUH to
another wide-margin victory.
This win, however, was not
something that the team celebrated.
“(The game) served as
sort of a wake up call for the
team. The closeness of the
game really stemmed from an
overall failure to finish our offensive efforts,” said Jellinek,
who was named player of
the game. “It was a necessary
speed bump in our hopeful
road to success throughout
the upcoming weeks.”
On Monday, SLUH hosted CBC to the tune of a 20-2
victory, continuing to assert
their dominance among local
teams.
“We came out strong,”

said junior Luke Brawer, who
was named player of the game
for his first varsity hat trick.
And indeed they did,
with Jellinek scoring four
times in the first three minutes and Moore matching him
by the third quarter. Senior
captain John Burke played an
integral role as well, with seven assists and five steals.
“We showed the Cadets
what an unmatched water
polo team looks like,” said
Brawer.
Finally,
Wednesday
night, the Polobills hosted
DeSmet Jesuit, taking their
fourth win by a score of 13-3.
“We came out pretty fast
and dominant, much like a
pack of wild piranha,” said
Burke. “We became a little
stagnant on offense though,
so we definitely have things to
work on.”
The first half was marked
by a strong, tightly run defense. It was fitting that player
of the game went to junior
goalie John McCabe, who tallied five saves and three steals,
which brought his save percentage up to 80 percent.
This coming weekend,
the Jr. Bills will be heading
up to Chicago for the York
Tournament, where they will
compete against some of the
strongest teams from Illinois,
and the team is ready for the
challenge.
“We’re looking forward
to the rematch against New
Trier, which was a very fun
game last year,” said senior
Jacob Fields. “It should be a
good test for us.”
“We’ve been playing like
ferocious barracuda, waiting
for the right moment to strike
its prey around the net,” said
McCabe. And the right moment seems to be at the York
Tournament.

Baseball travels to Florida to meet
transcontinental competition
BY Jimmy Stanley and Justin training fields.
Koesterer
The Jr. Bills first faced
REPORTER, CORE STAFF
off against Flint Hill. SLUH
lorida played host to a jumped out to an early lead and
couple of St. Louis U High senior Griffin Lester threw six
exhibition baseball games last scoreless innings. The Jr. Bills
week, two exhibition games won the game 7-0 behind the
and four season games. The Jr. 4 for 4 batting performance
Bills split the lot, winning three by Cade Hohl and the stellar
and losing three against teams pitching outing. Later that day
from all over North America, sophomore Adam Broughton
ranging from Canada to Texas. took the mound against John
SLUH finished the week 3-1 be- Cooper from Texas in a regular
cause they lost both exhibition season game. SLUH fell 12-3 to
games but won three of four drop to 1-1 on the trip.
league games.
“We were limited by the
The team arrived Wednes- number of games we were
day night in Vera Beach, Flor- allowed to play,” said head
ida. The following day, Thurs- coach Steve Nicollerat. “We
day, the team had a practice could only play four games, so
session in the morning, and our fifth was considered a JV
then attended a Houston As- game, and our sixth, since Suftros spring training game. The folk (from Kentucky)’s rules
connection to acquire the tick- have them calling their games
ets was made possible through ‘scrimmages’.”
assistant coach Ray Bulte, who
Saturday held another
knew Mick Dell’Orco, son of double header. First, the Jr. Bills
freshman baseball coach Mike took on the Ontario Blue Jays
Dell’Orco. Mick Dell’Orco in an exhibition game and then
works high up in the Astros as- Episcopal. Senior Gavin Obert
sociation.
started the first game against
Friday brought the first the Canadians, only giving up
day of action for SLUH. The two earned runs across 3 and
games were played at the Old ⅓ innings. SLUH jumped out
Dodgertown fields, formely the to an early 6-2, lead but in the
Los Angeles Dodgers’ spring 5th inning the Blue Jays blew up

F

for eight runs, four on a grand
slam. SLUH fell 11-7 in a closely
contested game.
The Jr. Bills then faced
Episcopal in a five inning game
with senior Teddy Washington at the mound. Washington
tossed a complete game with
eight strikeouts as the Jr. Bills
improved their record to 2-2
with the 12-3 win.
The coaches used the first
games of the season to cycle
through the varsity players
and get a grip on each player’s
skillset to formulate and sketch
a future starting lineup. That is
what makes these games so important.
During the trip, the players and coaches also had the
opportunity to bond, on the
beach, at an Astros game, and
at a team gaming session of the
popular game Fortnite.
“We had a great time in
our couple of chances to be
together, in visiting the beach,
and watching the NCAA tournament, so we had enough activities to keep everything interesting,” said Nicollerat.
Sunday held the final
games of the tournament.
Freshman Jake Noonan started
against Suffield in this exhibi-

BY Luke Wilmes
CORE STAFF

T

he lacrosse team has done
anything but lay low. The
squad jammed at the Jamboree, leveled Lafayette, labored
in Lexington, and buried John
Burroughs while on break.
The Saint Louis U. High
varsity lacrosse team descended on De Smet on March 3 for
the Jamboree and faced off
against four teams: Eureka,
CBC, Westminister, and Wentzville. After tying Eureka in
their first game, the Jr. Bills
trampled their rival, the CBC
Cadets, 5-1 and beat down
both Westminster and Wentzville to go 3-0-1 for the day.
“It was good to get exposure but we didn’t play to the
best of our ability,” said senior
midfielder and captain Austin
Hannah. “We saw that we had
a lot to learn after the Jamboree.”
After finishing their
Wednesday exams on March
7, the team journeyed westward to Wildwood to lambaste the Lafayette Lancers.
The Jr. Bills got off to a slow
and sloppy start, getting penalties for an illegal stick and
unnecessary roughness while
allowing the Lancers to take
the first goal of the game. But
the lead wasn’t meant to last.
The boys in blue regained
their composure and knocked
the Lancers off their high
horses, defeating them 11-3.
“I think it was a good
game to start the season off
with,” said Hannah. “We won
by a big margin which helped
our confidence, especially as
our first game of the season.”
Thrilled with their success, the lax team felt confident on the bus to Lexington,
Ken. for the first weekend of
spring break. After arriving at
their hotel, the laxers gorged
on pizza at the Mellow Mush-
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room with their coaches before heading to a nearby mall
for a little team bonding. The
following morning, March 10,
the team rose early for team
practice at nearby Centre College. They were joined by a
familiar face: SLUH alum Jack
Perryman ’16, who plays goalie on Centre College’s lacrosse
team. After practice, the team
departed for team lunch at
a local deli, but returned to
Centre to watch and cheer on
at a Centre lacrosse game.
The team then departed
for a game against Lexington
Catholic High School, the
runner-up in last year’s Kentucky state championship.
Again, the Jr. Bills started
slow, and this time it proved
fatal. The Jr. Bills caught up
with Lexington Catholic in
the fourth quarter to tie the
game 6-6, but lost 8-7.
The team took its sorrows
to Mass at the Christ the King
Cathedral the next morning. Although they sat in the
back, the Jr. Bills were not free
from the congregation’s eyes.
The giant letters “SLUH” on
the back of their jackets drew
enough attention that it drove
one of the churchgoers to direct message SLUH’s Facebook account, saying, “I was
at 9 a.m. Mass at Christ the
King Cathedral in Lexington,
KY this past Sunday when I
noticed a large group of young
men in SLUH jackets in line
to receive communion. I had
no clue who SLUH was until I
consulted Google. Thank you
for making attending Mass
a priority for your student
athletes! Their reverence and
attention to the Mass was impressive.”
With renewed spirits,
the Jr. Bills were in a fighting
mood for a lax game. They
prepped for their final game
in Lexington against last year’s

Kentucky state champions,
Henry Clay. But as fired up
as they were, the wind did
not blow in SLUH’s favor. The
team was plagued with turnovers, penalties, and long defensive possessions, leading to
a 10-5 loss to Henry Clay.
“Lexington was a good
opportunity for the team to
come together, and I think
getting beat by out of town
teams teaches us a lot because
beating Saint Louis teams
isn’t enough to reach our goal
of being nationally known,”
said Hannah. “It was a good
reminder of who we are and
what we need to accomplish.”
Disappointed with the
weekend’s results, the lacrosse
posse turned right around on
Monday, March 12 to play
their first home game against
John Burroughs. What the
team expected to be a walkover began with a startling
shock. The John Burroughs
Bombers took the lead first,
and the Jr. Bills felt a little shell
shocked. Their fatigue from
the long weekend and travel
had worn them out, and the
home opener looked like it
may have an ominous ending.
But the Jr. Bills fought the fatigue and pinched the fuses of
the Burroughs Bombers in a
crushing 11-3 win.
“Burroughs had a couple
good players, but it was great
to get a win at home,” said
Hannah.
The lacrosse team leaves
for Memphis this morning
to play CBC Memphis and
Memphis University High
School.
“I’m hoping the team can
pull off two more wins, especially after losing both games
in Lexington, but they’re both
very good teams and I know
we’re up for it,” said Hannah.

SLUH rugby reps USA
at Vegas 7s tournament
tion game to start off the day
but SLUH was held to one hit
through the five inning matchup. It was a bad offensive game
with SLUH losing 9-0 and being outhit eleven to one.
Looking for a rebound,
SLUH faced their second Canadian team of the week, the
Quebec Dragons. Junior Cameron Glynn took the mound for
the Jr. Bills. SLUH put up six
runs behind another great batting performance by Hohl, who
went 3 for 3 with an RBI. Glynn
though led the effort, putting
up five innings without any
earned runs. Sophomore Alex
Fox closed the game, sealing the
SLUH victory 6-2.
On Monday, after a weekend of fun and bonding in Vera
Beach, the boys packed their
backs and flew home.
“It was a great trip for me,
and I think it was a great trip for
us as a team. I personally got to
meet some people I didn’t know
before, and it was so cool just to
be there. We beat some pretty
good teams, and the coaches
got a pretty food feel for the
lineup,” said junior outfielder
Nick Lang.

BY Matthew
CORE STAFF

V

Quinlan

egas. City of Lights. Sin
City. Also host to one of
the largest international rugby
events in North America: the
USA 7’s Tournament. Two
players from the St. Louis U.
High rugby team represented
the USA South regional team
at one of the high school tournaments that is also hosted
from Feb. 28 to March 2.
After hearing about the
opportunity to try out from
the SLUH rugby coaches,
both ruggers—junior DJ Sansone and sophomore John
Mulcahy—had to go through
a rigorous selection process,
attending various camps during the month of February.
“It started with a tryout at
Lindenwood University which
was the first cut for the team,”
said Mulcahy. “Then after that
if you made that cut you were
invited to a two-day camp in
Atlanta where they made final
cuts and selected the teams.”
Given that the USA South
team is a regional team, players were drawn from all over
the midwest and southeast.
“The Atlanta tryouts had
probably around 100 people,

including the girls side,” said
Mulcahy.
Given the size of the regional team, they were split
up into various smaller teams,
with Mulcahy playing on the
U16 USA South White, and
Sansone playing on the U18
USA South White side. Both
players were able to play
against teams from all over the
country and the world.
“I can’t remember exactly, but we beat a Canadian
team, a Samoan team, then we
lost to a team from California
and another one which I don’t
remember,” said Sansone.
“The white team lost
four games but won one game
against a Canadian team,”
said Mulcahy. “We played
Eagle Rugby Impact Academy
Blue and White teams, a full
Samoan team, a team from
Utah, and another team that
traveled in from the Pacific
Islands but I’m not sure which
one.”
Working with some of
the best high school coaches
and talent in the country, the
players were able to learn a lot

continued on page 12
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Food Drive
V Water Polo Invitational
AP
Senior Class Mass
Snack—Bosco Stick
Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Around the Hallways
New faculty laptops
In the past several weeks,
the IT department has been
in the process of swapping old
faculty laptops for new MacBook Air laptops. SLUH leases each faculty member a laptop for a three-year term and
the most recent lease ended
in February. The laptop swap
takes place during the school
year because it is easier for
faculty members to schedule
appointments with IT department members.
Food drive
On Wednesday, March
21, the annual SLUH food
drive began and will last until
next Wednesday, March 28.
Proceeds of the food drive
go toward Sts. Peter and Paul
service projects including the
Freshman Service project at
Safe Haven, in which Freshman cook and serve food to
those who have suffered from
chronic homelessness. Each
homeroom must bring in a
variety of items such as cleaning materials, ingredients for
baked goods, drink mixes,
soups, and salad dressings.
Inline scarves
Inline hockey has been
selling scarves to commemorate the bicentennial and to
raise money to help with the
inline hockey budget. According inline coach Tim
O’Neil it is an expensive sport
to play and this a way to help

fund it. The scarves are only
twenty dollars and have a blue
design with the bicentennial
logo woven upon it. So far,
the team has sold around half
of their 300 scarf supply. Yet,
they encourage the school to
continue to buy these scarves,
and wear them to display
support for the inline hockey
team.

(continued from page 9)

came to Leritz’s aid, telling the
officers that he was a good kid
and it was an honest mistake.
Since the Scottrade Center has a zero tolerance policy
for throwing objects on the
ice, Leritz was thrown out into
the cold for his unique rendition of a SLUH hockey staple
chant. He enjoyed the rest of
the game by looking at live
tweet updates.
With 30 seconds left in
the game, Leritz attempted to
rejoin the crowd for the final
moments.
“I thought no one would
care if I got back in to celebrate with everyone. It was a
huge moment and I wanted to
be there,” said Leritz. “There
was a nice cop by the door
who told me he wouldn’t say
anything but that if another
cop caught me inside, I would
be arrested for trespassing.”
For Leritz, the answer
was a no-brainer.
“I immediately knew I
did not want that to happen.
That’s not a great way to start

V Water Polo Invitational
11:00AMV Baseball vs. McCluer North
4:00PM V Track & Field @ Festus

Sunday, March 25
6:00PM Mom Prom

Monday, March 26

Medical Careers Club
This past week, two surgeons have delivered speeches
to the Medical Careers Club
and the STEM Speakers Series. Dr. Saleem Abdulrauf,
a neurosurgeon at St. Louis
University, spoke on Tuesday
about innovations in the 21st
century about neuroscience.
Yesterday, general surgeon
from Washington University
Dr. Tom Blanke, SLUH class
of 1963, spoke about the field
of general surgery, medical
changes over the years, and
SLUH Mock Trial
SLUH’s legalbills have the process of medical school
spent the last two weeks and residency. Both speeches
anxiously awaiting word on took place in room S202.
whether they made the State
Championship. After an in- Outdoor Adventure Club to
tense regional championship Europe meeting
the team won the alternate
During AP on Thursday,
spot for state, but has yet to a number of seniors and one
hear if they will be needed to freshman attended a meetparticipate at the State Cham- ing for the two week trip the
pionship this weekend. Either club will take over the sumway the team is grateful for mer. The Outdoor Adventure
an exciting season and looks Club, headed by senior Anforward to what they can ac- drew Schwartz and moderated by physical education
complish next year.
teacher Patrick Zarrick have
scheduled a two week trip

off spring break. So, I went
back out onto the street and
missed the celebration. Outside I heard some rather not
so nice things from a few De
Smet guys, but also some
high fives from the kids in the
SLUH hockey sweatshirts.”
said Leritz. “People were telling me I did a good job and
congratulated me on getting
thrown out. It was all just
shocking.”
Although he didn’t get to
celebrate the victory with the
crowd, Leritz enjoyed what he
characterized as a legendary
night that will provide him
with a great story.
“When I initially threw
the sign and got thrown out,
I was scared because I didn’t
know what would happen,
if I was going to get fined
or what,” said Leritz. “After
the whole thing happened I
thought it was hilarious and
thought it was a great story
I could tell for the rest of my
life: I got thrown out of Scottrade Center.”

MOM PROM
On Sunday, March 25, the senior class
has its annual Mom Prom. The event
will take place at 6 p.m. in SLUH’s
Si Commons, where the mother-son
duos will share dinner at tables with
four other duos. Then the duos will
hit the dance floor for the rest of the
night.

Regular Schedule

Saturday, March 24

Hockey State championship
memorabilia
On Tuesday, March 21,
an email was sent out to the
student body to congratulate
the hockey team and included information on how to
buy gear from their shutout
victory of De Smet. There
are items such as sweatshirts,
hats, T-Shirts, etc., all available for purchase on the online store.

Scottrade’s policy
about on-ice items

March 23, 2018

to Europe from July 10th to
July 24th. The trip highlights
major European cities like
Munich, Amsterdam, and
Brussels. The students who
attended finalized their spots,
with priority going to any seniors who wanted to go.
STARS meeting
Yesterday, STARS discussed White Like Me further. The discussions started
as how racism affects the people in the community. Then,
the conversations switched
to talking about fair trade
and how there is a lack of justice for the American-owned
businesses that keep their
factories in foreign countries.
The group related this to the
prison system and the unfair
labor within the prisons. The
group will be finishing the
book soon. Contact RGaravalia@SLUH.org for more information.
—compiled by Noah Apprill-Sokol, Kevin Hicke, Carter Fortman, Paul Gillam, Nathan P. Wild II, Ben Klevorn,
and Liam John

Rugby watches pro
teams play in Vegas
(continued from page 11)

as a result of being on these
regional teams.
“Playing with people
from all over, and at the
skill level it was at, my rugby IQ and skills sharpened
incredibly,” said Sansone. “I
also learned a great deal of

people from around the
world at the tournament,”
said Mulcahy.
“I played with kids
from all over the US, me being the only one from Missouri,” said Sansone. “I got
to meet a lot of the pro players from all over and it was

Regular Schedule
Food Drive
AP
Sophomore Class Meeting
Stations of the Cross
Snack—Mini Tacos			
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Vegetarian—Mac & Cheese
3:30PM C/JV Golf @Vianney
V Golf vs. Vianney
4:15PM C Baseball @ Parkway West
4:30PM B Baseball @ De Smet
V Baseball vs. De Smet
Tuesday, March 27
Half Day Schedule
Food Drive
Parent-Teacher Conferences
8:00AM V Golf Bantle Memorial
12:15PMUniversity of Dallas
4:30PM C/JV/V Mehlville Volleyball
Wednesday, March 28
Late Start Schedule
Food Drive
Lunch Special—Chicken Breast
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
University of Kansas
4:00PM JV Water Polo vs. SLAP
4:15PM JV/V Tennis vs. Marquette
4:30PM JV/V Volleyball vs. Chaminade
V Baseball vs. Ladue
B Baseball @ Ladue
5:00PM V Water Polo vs. Fort Zumwalt West

Thursday, March 29
12:00PMC Baseball vs. Vianney
4:30PM B Baseball vs. Rockwood Summit

Friday, March 30

No Classes
No Classes

No School

Saturday, March 31
4:00PM Track & Field @ Lindbergh

Sunday, April 1

Happy Easter! Allelujah!

Monday, April 2

No Classes
11:00AMV Baseball @ Chaminade
B Baseball vs. Chaminade
12:00PMC Baseball @ Chaminade
4:15PM V Tennis vs. John Burroughs
JV Tennis @ John Burroughs
4:30PM C/JV/V Volleyball @ Lindbergh
B Baseball @ Mehlville
V Baseball vs. Mehlville
Tuesday, April 3
Regular Schedule
AP
Sophomore Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch Special—Steak & Cheese Sandwich
Vegetarian—Grilled Veggie
3:00PM Junior Kairos Begins
3:30PM C/JV/V Golf vs. Chaminade
4:00PM V Track & Field @ Webster
4:15PM C Baseball @ Marquette
4:30PM B Baseball vs. CBC
4:45PM V Baseball @ CBC
7:00PM JV/V Water Polo @ Lindbergh

Wednesday, April 4

Late Start Schedule

Junior Kairos
Cashbah Setup
Lunch Special—Chicken Breast
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
DePaul University
photo | courtesy of Matthew Quinlan 3:00PM Wilderness Retreat
Senior Matthew Quinlan in a rugby game.
Sophomore Retreat
leadership and teamwork, as a really great experience to 6:30PM C Baseball vs. CBC
no one on our team had ever
played together, so going in
raw was really a test for my
team, but we all connected
really well and did great for
our first tournament together.”
While in Vegas, Mulcahy and Sansone also had the
opportunity to watch the annual USA 7’s Tournament,
which pits 16 national teams
against one another, and
meet people from all over
the world.
“The coolest part was
seeing all of the professionals playing in the USA 7’s
Tournament and meeting

get to talk to players that you
watch on live TV and to see
them play live.”

calendar | Lebron John

SLUH Tweet of the Week:
Mr. David Laughlin
@Sluhpresident
Hey @SLUHLacrosse - you may never know how you
impact others. See this note from our SLUH Facebook
page. Way to go men! AMDG

photo | courtesy of Matthew Quinlan

Junior Justin Lombard against
LaSale.

