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Faith, food, fireworks:
SLUH 200th birthday
bash tomorrow
Steven Zak, Sam Tarter
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

T

he year-long celebration of St. Louis U.
High’s 200th birthday will
culminate this Saturday in a
once-in-200-years Mass and
celebration set to take place
throughout SLUH’s campus.
Planning for the event
started in the fall of 2017,
with five different subcommittees working on different aspects of what would be
happening over the course of
the day.
“A lot of credit goes to
the committee in terms of
planning what could we do,”
said President David Laughlin.
The day starts with the
bicentennial Mass, which begins at 4:00 pm on the south
recreation field. Many other
areas for the Mass were considered during planning, but
it was ultimately decided that
the area between the field
house and the soccer field
best accommodated the large
crowd that is expected.

people that we knew would
celebrate the Mass,” said
campus minister Meg Beugg,
one of the heads of the committee for the Mass. “One of
the things we realized is that
if we had set up in the football stadium, the audience
would be facing the west,
and the sun would be in their
eyes during the whole Mass.”
The Rev. Ron Mercier,
S.J., the provincial of the central southern province of the
Jesuits in the United States,
will be the celebrant of the
bicentennial Mass and will
be accopanied by the Rev.
Ralph Houlihan, S.J., who
was asked to be the homilist. Houlihan is not only an
alumnus of SLUH, but is a
theology teacher and served
as principal during the late
1970s. His connection to the
history of SLUH is what lead
Laughlin to choose him as
the homilist.
Attendees of the bicentennial Mass will include
alumni of the school, former
and current families and par-

Students and faculty block Oakland in
walkout for Columbine shooting anniversary

Members of the SLUH community block off Oaklamd Avenue.
BY Chris Staley and Brad
Pike
STAFF, REPORTER

A

bout 40 students took
part in a walkout for gun
violence on Tuesday during
activity period. A section of
Oakland Avenue near Kingshighway was closed off for
the students to lock arms and
meditate on gun violence,
especially gun violence in
schools and to remember

A
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ents, board members, faculty,
and staff. But one of the biggest groups of people participating in the event are all of
the former ministers to celebrate in the Liturgy.
“It was especially important for us to invite all of the
alumni priests, deacons, and
seminarians to participate in
the liturgy,” said Beugg. “We
also invited all of the Jesuits
in the St. Louis area, even if
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fter one year of being the
Campus Activities and
Security coordinator while
teaching classes, Patrick Zarrick is planning to resume
full-time teaching next year.
This comes in the
wake of the creation of a new
position at Saint Louis U.
High. Titled Assistant Dean
of Students and SLUH Security Moderator, the job description is as follows: “the
Assistant Dean of Students is
charged with overseeing the
daily attendance, reconciling
the daily census, supervising
communication with parents
regarding missing students,
and providing support for
student supervision,” and
“the School Security Coordinator is the school leader
charged with directing security programs,” according to
SLUH’s website.
The position is a combination of two different
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Future leaders are elected
The sophomores elected their
STUCO class president and vice
president this week. Read more
to find out who will be leading
the class of 2020 next year. Page 2
news

Changes in the Math Department
Two high profile teachers are
switching positions with one
©2018 St. Louis University High returning to his old job and the
School Prep News. No material may other exploring new territory in
be reprinted without the permission
campus ministry. Page 2
of the editors and moderator.

the Columbine High School
shooting, the 19th anniversary of which is today.
The group chose Oakland Avenue for the walkout
was because it intersects with
Kingshighway, a major road.
“Being right across the
street from Forest Park and
the Central West End right
there, we are in a location that
gives us a lot of people to see
our school and that’s why we
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chose to block the street,” said
senior organizer James Pollard. “If we can walk out there
and block that street, that
would draw a lot of attention
to this issue and to all the lives
the lost.”
As students lined up on
Oakland facing St. Louis U.
High, the Rev. Ian Gibbons,
S.J. said a prayer beforehand.
“The prayer was just to
remember the incident at

Columbine 19 years ago, the
lives that were lost there, and
continuing challenges we’ve
had with violence in schools
and violence in general,” said
Gibbons. “So it was to set the
tone and ask for the grace to
remember and the courage to
act.”
Participants lined up facing west on Oakland towards
Littleton, Colo., the location

continued on page 4

Zarrick to step down as Conversation:
Carruthers visits SLUH,
security coordinator
BY Jake Hennes
NEWS EDITOR

One addition that is being put in the field is a large
LED screen to broadcast the
Mass so everyone on the field
can see and be a part of the
action.
“So even if you are in
the back you will still be able
to see what is going on,” said
Advancement Chief of Staff
Sean Agniel.
“We looked at a lot of
different possible locations
to accommodate all of the
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positions. The SLUH security moderator is currently
Zarrick, while the Assistant
Dean of Students is currently
Sterling Brown.
The main cause for the
creation of the position is
that Brown is leaving SLUH
after this year to be the Assistant Principal for Student
Life at Creighton Prep High
School.
“We are trying to focus
on both aspects of what the
job is, which includes providing help in my office as well as
focusing on the importance
of school security,” said Assistant Principal for Student
Life Brock Kesterson. “It was
created based on opportunity
really. If Mr. Brown was not
leaving, I don’t think it would
have been put into action the
way it has been put into action.”
The applications for the
position were due this past
Wednesday, with interviews

BY Jack Schweizer
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Editor in chief Jack Schweizer talked on the phone
Wednesday with Alan
Carruthers, the newly hired
president of St. Louis U.
High who will replace Dave
Laughlin next school year.
They talked about Cashbah,
the upcoming bicentennial
celebration, and Carruthers’
first impressions of the SLUH
community. The following
text is a transcript of their
conversation.
Jack Schweizer:
you ready to begin?

Are

Alan Carruthers: Well,
I still have a school year to
finish here but I think I’m
ready to go once that’s put to
bed. And we’ll be hopefully
arriving in early June to St.
Louis and we have a house
continued on page 4 and we’re ready to be there.
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Kickham’s letters
AP Psychology teacher Tom
Kickham grew up in a newspaper family. His love of newspaper
lead him to write nearly 50 letters
to the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.
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Perspective

shares first impressions

What was it like to walk out?
Learn what it was like to be part
of the walkout last Tuesday from
senior Jack Schweizer’s personal
account. Page 5

Sports

Another win for volleyball
The rolling volleybills dominated
the the Parkway Central Classic
winning several close games with
one player named the STLToday
high school Athlete of the Week.
Page 6

Sports

Water Polo
SLUH water polo cleaned up at
the De Smet Invitational this past
weekend after a long Saturday
full of games. Page 6

JS: So tell me about last
week with Cashbah. I know
that was your first Cashbah
at SLUH. Tell me what your
thoughts were?
AC: Well you know
we’ve been to St. Louis a
couple of times recently and
certainly Cashbah was one
of the big events that we
were coming in for. The next
one will be the bicentennial
celebration this weekend.
It was just a great weekend. We had an opportunity
to connect with the organizers, some of the parents.
Some of the great students
that were working and playing in the various different
bands. I had an opportunity to sit down with some
benefactors and some great
and energized alumni. And
it was just a really wonder-

continued on page 5
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Ehlman to step down as campus
Sophomores elect STUCO
minister to focus on teaching;
representatives for next year
Deves to take his place
Prep News

Moses and Kelly co-presidents,
Herrmann as vice president

Ben Klevorn

SLUH community as much
as I can,” said Moses.
he St. Louis U. High
In the vice presidential
class of 2020 held their election, Herrmann was
STUCO elections for their
elected over Victor Stefaupcoming
nescu for
junior year
his third
this past
consecuWednestive term
day. Sean
as the
Kelly and
class vice
Kameron
president.
Moses
Herwere
rmann’s
elected
primary
co-presfocus is
idents of
to unite
the class,
the class
and Peter
together,
Herrmann
but he
was elected Sophomore Kameron Moses. also emphasized
photo | Dauphin Yearbook
class vice
his plans to have
president.
more fun activities and
Kelly and Moses start- increase the number of stued the day running against dents at sporting events.
each other for president, but
“I really want to get bigthey later found out they ger crowds for our sports
would be working together games. I know it’s been lackas co-presidents. Both Kelly ing this past year and is a big
and Moses are committed to thing to work on, but I’m
getting the entire class in- going to work on that a lot,”
volved as much as possible.
“Like I said in the
speech, I want to get everybody involved,” said Kelly.
“That’s the biggest thing I
want to work on next year.
Everybody has their own
goals, but I feel getting everyone involved will make
the best school year.”
“I want to get some more
inclusion here at SLUH, get
some more culture inside
this school instead of having
the same social norms as always, and building onto the Sophomore Sean Kelly.
STAFF

T

BY Kyle McEnery and
Riley McEnery
REPORTER, NEWS EDITOR

C

said Herrmann.
ampus minister and math
Herrmann has served as
teacher Nick Ehlman has
vice president every year for decided to step down from his
his class, but Kelly and Mo- role in campus ministry after
ses are occupying the presi- 11 years to spend more time
teaching and with his family.
Math teacher Stephen Deves
will be taking the position in
campus ministry at the start
of the 2018-19 school year to
replace Ehlman.
Ehlman will be teaching
four mathematics classes next
year: two sections of freshman
Algebra II—which he has
been teaching along with his
role in campus ministry—and
two sections of junior Algebra II, which Deves has been
teaching the past three years.
Sophomore Peter Herrmann.
Deves is dropping his two
photo | Dauphin Yearbook
junior Algebra II courses but
dency for the first time, al- will continue to teach his two
though they do have STUCO freshman Algebra I courses.
experience, having worked
As a campus minister,
as homeroom reps.
Deves will fulfill some of the
According to STUCO duties that Ehlman has had
moderater Kate Toussaint, the past few years, such as
the sophomore class saw 232 work with the freshman restudents cast their vote for treat and immersion trips
the election. Toussaint add- throughout the year. Specific
ed that 232 votes plans for Deves’ new role
is high on the have not been determined yet,
spectrum com- however, and a plan for adpared to previous justments will be made over
years and other the summer by the campus
class elections.
ministers as a team.
“It
shows
According to Deves, he
how much that will most likely be leading
class wants to be prayer services and a pastoral
engaged and in- team, as most campus minisvolved and what ters typically do, but a more
we’ll see for the specific plan will be worked
future now that out in the near future.
they’re
upperEhlman has been workclassmen,” said ing in campus ministry for
Toussaint.
the past 11 years. He was orig-
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inally hired as the director of
Senior Project.
According to Ehlman,
his leave has nothing to do
with the students or campus
ministry team—it’s a matter
of time management.
“Campus ministry requires obviously a lot of work
and a lot of that work relies
on working with others,” said
Ehlman. “Like working with
students to get them ready
for immersion trips, pastoral
teams. It’s working with a lot
of students and faculty and
team and it requires a lot of
work during the school day.”
Another main factor for
Ehlman’s stepping down is
his desire to spend more time
with his family outside of
school hours.
“Personally for me and
where I am at my life, I’ve
got two young kids, and it’s a
chunk of time that was probably more than I am in a position to work on right now,”
said Ehlman.
Ehlman decided to focus
primarily on teaching math
because of the opportunity
for more flexible time management.
“The difference in my
mind is that (teaching is)
work that’s mainly dependent
on me putting those hours in,
whether it’s at school or after
school, it’s less dependent on
having to reach out and find
other students or faculty,
and that is a different type of
work,” Ehlman added.
Deves has been chosen
to fill Ehlman’s role due to
his previous and frequent involvement with campus ministry. He has previously led
Kairos retreats, helped with

St. Louis Symphony string trio visits band students
BY Sam Ortmann and Sam
McIntyre
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

T

hree string musicians
from the St. Louis Symphony and a pianist gave
a performance to students
and faculty in the theater on
Tuesday.
Ching-Ling Tai, former
Chinese teacher and head of
the Confucius Classroom,
had first heard the group
perform at Incarnate Word
parish.
“I was so impressed
with their performance,”
said Tai. “I was so excited.
I wanted to share with the
SLUH community. I thought
it was a top-notch performance. This was the perfect
Chinese heritage blended
into Western culture.”
During activity period,
the chamber concert featured Qiang Xiaoxiao on
violin, Zhang Xi on viola,
Xiong Yin on cello, and Shen
Wen on piano. They were
all of Chinese background
and were playing together
through the OCA Advocate
of St. Louis—a group that,
among other things, works
to represent the social and
cultural customs of Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders.
The first piece they

played was String Trio no.
1, op. 3 by Beethoven. It was
performed by just the string
trio without any piano accompaniment. This cheerful and upbeat piece served
both to show off the technical skill of the musicians
and warm up the audience

and downs of two young lovers as they navigate through
the classic Chinese legend.
They are not allowed to love
each other, and upon their
deaths they are transformed
into a pair of butterflies.
The piece has a distinct
Chinese feel despite it being

you hear a very happy part.
I knew the folk story and I
love music so I just had to
share this with SLUH.”
Finally, to end the
small concert they played
Johannes Brahms’ Piano
Quartet no. 1 op. 25 with all
four instruments on stage

St. Louis Symphony string trio performing in the band room Tuesday.

with familiar classical music
style.
Then the violin, cello,
and piano performed Fantasy by Joseph Tyldesley,
which is adapted from Butterfly Lovers’ Concerto, an
orchestral piece originally
composed by He Zhanhao
and Chen Gang. Butterfly
Lovers tells the story of a
Chinese Romeo and Juliet.
The music reflects the ups

written for a western orchestra, making it a great example of cultural fusion.
“It was a beautiful piece.
It was a Chinese version of
Romeo and Juliet,” said Tai.
“It’s a folk story about how
they were not allowed to
fall in love. In the music you
hear a very sad part and then
they transform into butterflies to symbolize their
love becoming eternal and

photo | Ching-Ling Tai

playing together.
“The Brahms was probably my favorite,” said band
and orchestra director Jeff
Pottinger. “I really liked it
when the pianist played. It
added another whole characteristic to the ensemble.”
Many of the students
in attendance were from
SLUH’s own band and orchestra programs. They were
required to be in attendance

because Pottinger thought
that the opportunity to see
such skilled players was too
good to miss out on.
“To hear anybody that
plays at that level is a very
rare occurrence. Of the
small percentage of people
in the world that play an instrument, the percentage of
people that can play with the
St. Louis Symphony is probably one percent or less,”
said Pottinger.
Even more impressive
than the concert in the theater was the performance
that the group put on for the
first period orchestra class
in the band room, where
students not only saw the
musicians up close, but even
got a chance to play with
them themselves.
“To see them up close
and personal in a chamber
setting was just amazing.
I enjoyed the concert in
the theater, but when they
played during first period
for the class it was mind
blowing,” said Pottinger.
“When you watch somebody
up close place a bow on
the string and pull it and a
sound like that comes out. It
was just bizarre and amazing
and inspirational.”

service, and gone on immersion trips. Deves will take over
the role of leading immersion
trips while in the role.
“He was already kind of
with one foot into the campus
ministry team,” said the Rev.
Joseph Hill, S.J. “He was willing to do it, he’s young, energetic, very generous, and very
committed to the spiritual
formation of the students.”
“He is incredible, (and
has) been involved in many
different areas,” said Ehlman.
“He’s a very active faculty
member that’s really really active in campus ministry and
has the skills that can be applied to a wide variety.”
“It seems like a perfect
blend of my passions of teaching as well as the faith aspect
of life and being able to help
students in their faith lives
and on their journeys, as well
as promoting the spiritual development of the school,” said
Deves.
Deves sees the opportunity in campus ministry as a
call from God.
“Initially it was very attractive to me because I’ve
loved campus ministry, I’ve
stayed involved there even
as a teacher, and I worked in
campus ministry as an ASC,”
said Deves. “Then the more
I thought about it, it just felt
like this was right, God was
calling me to be a part of this.”
Deves, although sad
about dropping some classes,
is hoping for a different perspective in interactions with
students.
“That was initially hard
on me, the idea of lessening
my teaching load because I
really enjoy being in the classroom and I really enjoy the
classes I teach,” said Deves.
“So it was hard for me to step
away from that and to have
half as many students as I have
now. But I got a lot of positive
energy from the idea of being
able to work within the campus ministry realm and being
able to meet and get to know
students in a different way.”
Ehlman is sad to see
his time in campus ministry
come to an end, but is excited
for the future.
“This has been a norm in
my life for last 11 years and
this is going to be different.
And there’s sadness there and
that’ll be different but it’ll be
positive looking at I rarely get
to spent time with the math
office and so that’ll be a positive I look forward to,” said
Ehlman.
Deves believes his new
role in campus ministry is one
of importance to the school
community.
“Campus ministry is essentially the essence of what
we are,” said Deves. “We’re
a school, and we learn, but I
think SLUH really is a strong
believer in the Jesuit tradition
that education is nothing if
not grounded in values and
principles of our faith.”
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The newspaper fanatic: Kickham pens letters to Post-Dispatch
BY Riley McEnery and
Jack Schweizer

NEWS EDITOR, EDITOR IN CHIEF

S

ome would say he’s oldfashioned. Others might
call him outright crazy. But
AP psychology teacher Tom
Kickham doesn’t tweet, post,
or text, and he doesn’t get his
news from a screen. Instead,
he has a passion for newspapers that has driven him to
submit letters, scour pages,
and cut out names.
Kickham—an avid reader who pores over each daily
edition of the St. Louis PostDispatch, front to back—has
a passion for newspapers that
goes beyond just reading.
Over the last 30 years, he has
written dozens of letters to
the Post-Dispatch, on topics
ranging from education to
politics to pop culture to the
arts.
Kickham’s letters vary
in size, but they are usually fairly concise to fit the
Post-Dispatch’s requirement
of a 250-word limit. Clearly
structured and logical, his
letters typically point out
popular misconceptions or
mistakes in thought and end
with probing questions or
his hopes for the future. The
letters are submitted to the
Post-Dispatch via email, and
Kickham will receive a call
for verification before a letter
is published.
In one of his first published letters, on Oct. 1, 1988,
Kickham wrote a simple yet
reflective one-sentence letter
regarding the movie The Last
Temptation of Christ, which
some local St. Louis movie
theatres refused to show at

the time after threats of boycotts for the movie’s atypical
depiction of Jesus’s life.
“A humble observation
from one who has seen ‘The
Last Temptation of Christ:’
My spirituality has not been
tarnished!” wrote Kickham.
In another witty, onesentence letter, this one published in April of 1990, Kickham questioned the logic of
a popular Anheuser-Busch
beer motto, “Know When to
Say When.”
“I have one question for
Anheuser-Busch Cos. Inc. to
answer concerning its motto,
‘Know When to Say When,’
which is used in its commercials: How does a person
whose mind has been altered
by alcohol know when to say
when?”
In 2015, Kickham wrote
a letter to question government officials moving forward with plans for a new
soccer stadium without public approval.
“Regarding ‘One step
closer’ (Aug. 4), I would like
someone to explain to me
why building a new professional sports stadium with
taxpayer dollars does not
need public approval, when
a public school district can’t
raise its tax rate without public approval?” wrote Kickham.
Other letters have been
much more extensive, delving into educational policies
affecting public and private
schools, for example, or arguing about international political moves.
In a letter published December 16, 1988, Kickham

attacked the general public
for using excuses to make ignorant racist comments.
“As a psychology teacher, I teach my students that
many mental illnesses are
all the more difficult to treat
when people do not realize
that they have a problem. After all, why should one try to
solve a problem that one does
not believe one has?”
“I thought of this while
reading the series, ‘A Community Divided,’ this week.
How many times have I heard

Kickham argued that
private schools work hard to
promote diversity.
“While it is true that
many public schools are becoming increasingly diverse,
so many aren’t. One only
needs to look at a number of
our rural schools and innercity schools to see student
populations with the most
narrow of demographics. At
the same time that there are
those public schools experiencing greater diversity in
their student populations, the

art | Jackson DuCharme

someone say, ‘I’m not prejudiced, but…’ and then listen
to that person express racial
misconceptions or hatred?”
“I hope for the best in
the future. But I am not holding my breath,” wrote Kickham.
Kickham’s favorite letter is the one he wrote in response to another letter that
claimed that public schools
were one of the last defenses
against bigotry and racism,
and promoted diversity more
often than private schools.

private schools I am aware
of are actively seeking, and
getting a more diverse pool
of candidates. What does
that say about the mindset
of these private schools and
the message it sends to their
student population?” wrote
Kickham.
Kickham’s passion for
newspapers began during
his childhood. His family received the Globe-Democrat,
a daily paper that ran until
1986, in the morning and the
Post-Dispatch in the after-

noon every day. He also had
a line of family members involved with newspaper production.
“I come from a newspaper family,” said Kickham. “My grandfather was a
printer for the Post-Dispatch.
And in fact my uncle, he was
almost kind of disowned by
my grandfather for stopping
his subscription to the paper.
The paper was like a big deal.
And my dad was a printer for
the Post-Dispatch.”
Kickham began reading the paper front to back
in high school, and he’s been
doing it ever since.
“I read every section,”
said Kickham. “So I like the
fact that I’m not picking and
choosing. And I think that
my perception—correctly or
not—is that in social media
you’re more prone to maybe
picking and choosing what
you’re reading, whereas I’m
going all the way through it.”
Another notable aspect
of Kickham’s interest in newspapers stems from his lack of
use of technology. Kickham
doesn’t own a cell phone, and
therefore is not involved on
social media—he gets all of
his news on hard copies, not
a screen.
Kickham’s interest certainly sticks out as countercultural, as an adult without a
cellphone is an anomoly and
newspapers seem to be losing
readers.
“Nowadays, I usually
don’t have anybody say, ‘I
saw your letter to the editor.’
So few people are reading the
paper,” said Kickham.
Kickham also brings his

3

passion for papers into the
classroom. Every Friday or
Monday after the week’s issue
of the Prep News is published,
Kickham will read the entire
paper and cut out the names
of students in his classes to
tape to their desks when they
arrive to class.
“Mr. Kickham takes time
out of his busy day to search
for and find each one of our
names to make sure we know
he noticed our contribution
and that he uniquely appreciates us in a way that no other
teacher does,” said senior
Tom Sommers, a reporter for
the Prep News.
Kickham does the same
with the Post-Dispatch when
members of the SLUH community are mentioned in the
paper.
“I have kept every single
piece of newspaper that he
has given to me,” said senior
Steven Pawlow, whose picture cut out of the hockey
state championship article in
the Post-Dispatch hangs from
Kickham’s classroom door. “I
think it is truly something
special because it requires a
ton of work on his end, but it
makes everyone feel special.”
“I think a lot of times, if
you’re going to get your name
in a paper, even the school
newspaper, it might just
happen in high school,” said
Kickham. “A lot of people
aren’t going to get their name
in the paper ever again. So it’s
just kind of a way of saying
that, even if we’re not going
to talk about it, I know you’re
doing this.”

Senior Gavin Obert works graveyard shift at family funeral home
BY Nathan P. Wild
FEATURES EDITOR

I

II

t was five in the morning
at Bopp Chapel funeral
home in Kirkwood. The eerie sound of an electric piano echoed across the room
as senior Gavin Obert made
his morning rounds to end
his shift. He was all alone, or
so he thought.
After sending a few videos to his friends, he made
his way into the closet,
following the mysterious
sounds. The closet was filled
with empty boxes, a lamp,
and a piano with an old tarp
over it. After uncovering the
piano, he noticed it was unplugged, and the eerie song
ended quickly ended.
“My dad said it does
not get used and I swore to
him it was playing. He just
laughed at me. I sent it to
people on Snapchat. It was
playing,” said Obert.
Hearing a self-playing
piano in a funeral home at
5:00 a.m. is just one of the
many adventures that Obert
has experienced during his
time working at his father’s
funeral home. It was also
one of many experiences
that made him question if
he should actually stay in
his line of adrenaline-rushing work.
Obert turned to the
funeral home for work after
struggling to find a job that
did not conflict with his obligations to SLUH, both as a

student and a member of the
varsity baseball team.
“Being a part of baseball and SLUH can make it
hard to find hours that work
with my schedule, so I started working at the funeral
home. It was something I
grew up around and knew
well, so I knew it couldn’t be
that bad,” said Obert.
Obert has found a more
than sufficient way to balance his work life with that
of his life at SLUH by living out of his car. By keep-

to shower and begin his
homework. Once he’s finished with that, he heads to
work, arriving at 10:00 p.m.
sharp to work the graveyard
shift.
After
making
his
rounds, tying up loose ends
like turning off the lights
and filing paperwork, Obert
heads to the basement to get
some shuteye. He spends the
majority of his work hours
in a small apartment in the
obscure basement of the funeral home. The apartment

self either I am not alone
or someone who died isn’t
dead anymore,” said Obert.
After discovering it was
really an air conditioning
unit, the following nights
have become subsequently
easier.
Although some may
gawk that he gets paid to
sleep, he hits the hay knowing he can be woken up by
an obnoxiously loud phone
ring in the unforgiving
hours of the night.
“It can be tough some

art | Darion Mullins

ing his backpack and school
clothes, baseball bag and
uniform, and his work
clothes in his car, he is able
to live his life on the move.
“I have all the stuff I
need, including a pillow and
toiletries. It helps just to
make my time spent not at
home more efficient,” said
Obert.
After baseball practice
ends, Obert hops in his mobile suitcase, heading home

consists of the bare necessities: a television, a bed, and
a toilet.
The most terrifying
night in the basement was
his first, being kept awake
by a loud crashing sound
directly above him. Imagination can surely take the
better of a person who is
sleep-deprived, trying to
wind down surrounded by
the deceased.
“I was thinking to my-

nights really if I have a test,
especially when I get a call
in the morning. It hasn’t
been bad this year, though.
Homework senior year
hasn’t been too bad,” said
Obert.
When awoken by the
call of duty, Obert takes
down basic legal information like the time of death, a
medical examination number, and other necessary
details. The process takes

about 20 minutes before
he can return to his beauty
sleep.
Answering a phone call
may seem like the easiest
part of his job. But in his
line of work, all it takes are
noises to get his adrenaline
pumping and his thoughts
heading for the worst.
“I got a call and a voice
just asked. ‘Are you there?’ I
replied, ‘Yes.’ ‘Are the doors
locked?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘Are you at
Bopp Chapel?’ ‘Yes.’ Those
were the three questions I
got when I thought someone was stalking me. I was
definitely freaking out a little bit,” said Obert.
Obert was later reassured that it was not a
murderous stalker, but
an insurance representative checking that the lines
of the business are in fact
available 24 hours.
Obert’s job also includes helping to pick up the
body if the person dies in a
location that does not have
a morgue, like a nursing
home or a personal home.
On those nights, he leaves
the apartment to join one of
the funeral directors in one
of the company’s hearses.
Obert’s job is to ride along
and to help put the body on
the stretcher and into the
hearse after the director has
talked with the family about
arrangements.
“Sometimes I can’t get
the stretcher into the house

and I have to physically
carry the body,” said Obert. “Those can be the really
tough encounters.”
Fortunately for Obert’s
mental well-being, he never
is kept awake all night and
the calls that take him further away from the comfort
of his bed are infrequent.
Having worked for around
five and a half months,
he has only gone on four
housecalls. The most calls
he ever had in one night was
five, but he only had to leave
to go out on one of them.
Handling the bodies
is just one of the many difficulties Obert faces in his
unique line of work. With a
job centered around death,
it takes a certain amount
of emotional tolerance that
most high school students
don’t face in their line of
work.
“There are times that
are different from others.
Every situation is so much
different than you think.
I had a call for a stillborn
baby which was really
hard. I couldn’t stop thinking about it for a little bit.
If someone lived alone and
died and wasn’t found for a
few days, that’s the worst situation that we do still have
to handle, but I haven’t had
to personally,” said Obert.
Although he has had to
deal with emotional cases,
he believes there is a gen

continued on page 8
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New job combines
assistant dean and
security coordinator
(continued from page 1)

coming up in the next few
weeks as the applicants are
reviewed. The review board
will include President David
Laughlin, Head of Facilities
Joe Rankin, Principal Ian
Gibbons, S.J., Vice President
Joe Komos, Kesterson, and
possibly a few others. The position includes a wide range
of roles with a lot of time
spent working with people
connected to SLUH.
“The position is such a
unique thing and I am curious to see how it will go. I
want to see how it will help
us focus on both the security
aspect and on the aspect of
helping in my office. There is
a lot of excitement in doing
some things that really need

categories in security Zarrick
focused on involved the proper way to approach visitors,
with one of the main focuses
being on security guards.
Including some updates to
equipment, the guards were
also taught how to play a larger role in the community.
“I think the guards have
done a very good job of responding to my requests. I
think our guards are more
aware now. We also asked
our guards to be more engaged with things like offering more rides to visitors,
double checking students
who are leaving school early,
and activity on the parking
lot. Rather than a policy of
the guards simply watching cars, we are trying to get

Walkout raises awareness for gun violence in
schools and in St. Louis
(continued from page 1)

of Columbine High School.
Students and faculty locked
their arms together in a sign
of solidarity and the examen
bell was rung 13 times, once
per minute, each time representing a life lost at the Columbine shooting.
“The gong really helped
for sure because you hear
that gong and actually, what
I heard was a gunshot going
off in my head and you hear
that 13 times and realize that’s
a lot of people,” said senior
organizer Nico Hernandez.
“You reflect on one life for a
whole minute and one life
takes a lifetime, and so you
try to shorten it down to a
minute and it’s a lot of life
going through a short period

cation aware of the violence
that goes on in the city.
“Someone’s view of St.
Louis in one part of town
can be different from someone else’s view of St. Louis in
another side of town, but no
matter where you live, I think
it’s important to recognize
that we have (more) murders
than any other metropolitan
(area),” said Alexander. “Until we realize that, no matter
where you live in St. Louis,
and that this is the most dangerous city in the country,
then I don’t think we can
move forward. So we have to
step back and recognize that
for a second.”
“I don’t think a lot of
SLUH students recognize
(that St. Louis is the most
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them more engaged with the
community,” said Zarrick.
“We are also being more diligent about keeping our guard
in the Oakland lot from the
moment the gates open until
after the gates close.”
Another part of what
Zarrick has done this past
year includes additional security training for faculty and
staff.
“We did develop a set of
training videos to help faculty
and staff approach unidentified visitors properly. I hope
my replacement will create
videos for circumstances with
hostile visitors on campus,”
said Zarrick.
Zarrick is glad for the
experiences of this past year
and will continue to be a
source for any questions that
people may have.
“One of the joys of this
position has been strong relationships with Dr. Kesterson,
Fr. Gibbons, Mr. Brown, Mrs.
Mulligan, and a lot of other
faculty and staff that I don’t
deal with much otherwise,”
said Zarrick. “I have offered
my assistance to consult or to
help with security next year
if the school deems it necessary.”
“Mr. Zarrick has done
an unbelievable job filling in
a year, but he does a million
different things,” said Kesterson. “He is going to focus on
all of those other responsibilities that he has, which allows
us to focus on the security aspect in combination with my
office.”

of time and you realize how
quickly life can end and how
short life really is so it was a
powerful reminder.”
Others used the examen
bell in different ways to reflect
on gun violence and school
shootings to make it more
personal.
“After the first two I
struck, then I started trying to
contemplate on things,” said
Pollard, who rang the examen
bell during the 13 minutes of
silence. “From there on out,
with each strike, I tried to
imagine each strike as like
a gunshot into the body of
one of my closest relatives or
friends, just to try to make
that a little more real—as real
as it possibly could be for me.”
The walkout, organized
and led by seniors James Pollard, Damen Alexander, and
Nico Hernandez, was more
focused on being a meditation rather than a protest or a
political stance.
“While we did walk out,
this was more of a meditation,” said Pollard. “We
thought it was important for
SLUH to participate given our
Jesuit identity and just our
standing in the city as a school
that has been privileged to be
around 200 years and that has
been a staple of this city for
200 years. We just think it is
important that we are helping
lead the way in terms of fostering discussion on this issue
of gun violence and as a Jesuit school, a Catholic school,
meditating on the issue, and
taking time to pray over it
with our Lord.”
One goal about raising
awareness on gun violence
in St. Louis is to make every
SLUH student from every lo-

the issue of life in general was
a reason for some to join the
walkout.
“I went as the ambassador of the pro-life culture
in our school because I think
that gun violence is a pro-life
issue,” said English teacher
David Callon. “It affects families and children and in the
same way that our country
seems to be wrestling with
this
one-point-something
million children a year who
are killed to abortion, we also
have these symptoms of this
culture of death. Abortion is
one of the more visible symptoms, but maybe gun violence
is even worse as far as how it
affects the living, and Christians need to see how all these
things are related.”
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Gibbons leading a prayer.

some cleaning up around
here, so I am curious to see
how it turns out,” said Kesterson.
With the position changes, Zarrick will return to a
full-time teaching position
and be able to spend more
time with his clubs.
“I have mixed feelings
about it. I enjoy the mix of
teaching, coaching, moderating, leading retreats, along
with the security aspect. It
was a different kind of relationship with faculty, staff,
and students, along with several of our neighbors like the
Science Center and Compton
Drew,” said Zarrick. “I will
lose the security hat, but I
am very excited to be teaching full time again. I will still
be leading retreats, coaching racquetball, running the
Smash and Outdoor Adventure Club. I will also be taking
over intramurals again.”
In terms of security, this
year brought many challenges
to the job and new changes
were made at SLUH.
“Since so much has happened across the country
this year that has been in the
headlines regarding school
safety and security, there was
added a lot of challenge and
forward thinking into safety
at SLUH to the job,” said Zarrick. “We have implemented
a lot of the recommendations from the safety audit.
The few remaining require a
larger cost and decision making which is to be done by our
administration.”
One of the largest
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dangerous city in the country) because we come from
so many different zip codes,”
said Hernandez. “Like if you
live in West County, you’re
not gonna see the same things
than if you live in North City
or even South City or North
County. But this is still our
one city.”
Besides gun violence in
general, the walkout was also
to raise awareness of mass
school shootings that happen
so often in the country.
“I just don’t think that’s
something a person should
have to think about or worry
about and the fact that that’s
where it’s gotten I think is revealing,” said Alexander.
The Columbine shooting was one of the first major
mass school shootings. The
topic of ending gun violence
at schools has become widely
discussed because of Columbine.
“We were linking an
event 19 years ago in Littleton to all the ways violence
becomes a solution for people
that is not ok,” said Gibbons.
Along with awareness of
Columbine and gun violence,

The group on Oakland.

In doing the walkout, the
senior organizers hope that
SLUH made a positive impact
on other schools in both St.
Louis county and city.
“I think our message in
the short term is geared to St.
Louis University High School
and the other high schools
around the area,” said Alexander. “If those other high
schools and us can get energized in our community here,
if they see that we’re making a
difference, we’re doing something, we’re taking a stand,
then they’re like ‘oh we can do
that here at our school too.’”
After the walkout, students continued on with the
rest of their activity period.
Some students thought
that the walkout was important to participate in because
they wanted to show their
support for the Columbine
victims and other victims of
school shootings that the students themselves are not directly affected by.
“A lot of lives were lost
in (Columbine) and I feel like
walking out kind of showed
the support for those families,” said freshman Tommy

Pollard. “I feel like this is important because we’re a high
school as well and we need to
understand that stuff like that
could have happened anywhere, even here.”
Before students could go
on the walkout, they had to
get a permission slip signed
by their parents.
“I think it was an important thing, you know, any
time when guys are leaving
campus and going to the extreme of even blocking off a
city street, it would’ve been
really difficult to go to a family after the fact and say, like
if they asked a question like,
‘why did you let my son do
this? I didn’t want him to do
this,’” said Assistant Principal
for Student Life Brock Kesterson. “It’s important to have
that link of communication
there. That’s why we did that.”
There were some problems with the permission slip.
Slips were not to be handed
out before police approved
the blocking off of Oakland,
and since the police did not
respond to being able to block
off the street until early last
week, the release of the slips
did not happen until April
13. This caused a decrease in
the number of students who
could have participated in the
walkout.
“The planning on this really started about two weeks
ago and we didn’t have an
actual form of the event until
early last week,” said Gibbons.
“We didn’t even have a date
for this thing, and obviously
we needed the police to understand what we were trying
to do and commit to support
us on it and to be able to redirect traffic on Oakland Avenue so all those pieces had to
be there.”
The walkout ended up
being a success without any
major mishaps.
“I feel like whenever students are working hard for
any principle of justice, fairness, peace, even if I’m not
completely resolved where I
stand on an issue, I want to
support them so I want to
support anyone who’s doing
active, conscientious citizenship and these guys worked
really hard to work in and
through the system,” said Callon. “I was proud of a lot of
these students in particular
because we’ve invested a lot
of resources in them through
Leadership St. Louis, the Arrupe seminars, and leadership training, and they really
are showing up and honoring
the work that’s been done for
them and in their lives, so I
was proud.”
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Perspective:
Standing in the street: a quiet reflection in a noisy world
BY Jack Schweizer
EDITOR IN CHIEF

I

t was cold this past Tuesday, standing on the steps
of the old entrance of St.
Louis U. High. The school’s
shadow hung overhead,
chilling me and the group
of roughly 50 students and
teachers as we waited to begin the walkout. I was one of
the last ones out the doors,
still getting my bearings and
acclimating to the cold as Fr.
Gibbons said a short prayer

ery Thursday night, in fact,
around midnight, when my
fellow Prep News friends and
I file out of school after making the newspaper.
But this time felt different. It was daylight and we
were outside, in public, exposed, about to be spotted by
every person driving down
Kingshighway. I felt uncomfortable and self-conscious,
and for a brief second considered turning around and
slipping back inside. But my
second thoughts about the

The group walking down the Oakland sidewalk.

for the victims of Columbine. I couldn’t help but look
past him onto a quiet and
empty Oakland, save for a
few police cars, with red and
blue lights flashing, on either
end of the street.
It was a strange sight—
one which I was anticipating—and yet it caught me
by surprise. I’ve seen a barren Oakland before—ev-

walkout were pushed aside
once Father’s prayer concluded.
For a few awkward seconds, the group quietly bumbled around and split into
different lines of five or six
people, until everyone was
locked arm in arm with each
other. From there, we started
moving east up the sidewalk
together, silent except for the

sound of our feet scraping
the pavement.
I still had a knot in my
stomach as we neared Kingshighway—I worried about
the potentially angry displaced commuters and the
onlooking eyes. Shuffling
along, I silently wished more
people had shown up, more
bodies to fill in the street,
to add more padding to our
small group, and to conceal
me from being seen. I’ve
walked in the March for Life
before, a national protest to
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end abortion, and it’s easy to
feel confident as hundreds
of thousands of people surround you, believing the
same things you do, throbbing forward for change. It’s
exciting, invigorating even,
to be in a group that large,
despite the magnitude of
sadness that comes with the
tragedy of abortion.
Everything about this

walk, however, felt much
more personal. The only
thing assuaging my concerns
was the arm of another student on either side of me. We
instinctively clung together
and supported each other
as if in a funeral procession.
We were a small but strong
group, walking slowly and
purposefully.
When we finally made
it to the designated stopping
point, about 20 feet from
Kingshighway,
everyone
formed a long line all the way
across Oakland. We turned
with our backs to Kingshighway, still locked in arms. The
examen bell chimed to begin the period of silence and
continued once every minute for each of the 13 victims
at Columbine.
No one talked, whispered, or moved, but it
was surprisingly noisy. Life
moved on around us in the
sounds of groaning car engines, barking dogs and the
voice of a chatty walker. Our
stoic and unmoving presence
was a stark symbol amid the
busy city—some issues, like
gun violence, demand us to
stop and think.
Standing there, after the
first minute, I realized I had
never thought deeply about
the victims of gun violence.
I’ve always felt passionate
about finding a solution to
limit or end gun violence,
but before the walkout, I had
never taken the time to sympathize with the victims.
I thought about the most
recent local shootings in St.
Louis, the Parkland shoot-
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The group walking across Oakland.

ing two months ago, the Las
Vegas shooting six months
ago, and all the violence
since Columbine. I thought
about the lost friends, brothers, sisters, sons, and daughters. I wondered about what
it would be like to learn the
news that a loved one wasn’t
coming home. I pondered
where God was, what he was
thinking, and what he was
feeling as he observed all of
these tragedies.
And after several minutes, out there on Oakland,
my feelings of self-consciousness faded, replaced
by plain sadness. In that moment, mourning for the victims of Columbine alongside
fellow students and faculty,
arm in arm, I felt the closest
I have in connection with the
issue of gun violence.
I know I will never begin to understand the depth
of the pain of the victims and
their families, but feeling
sad, just sad, on the corner of
Oakland Avenue helped me
appreciate, more than any

5
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political debate or discussion, that this issue is real. It
has happened at schools like
SLUH, to friends like mine.
I no longer cared what
anyone was thinking about
the walk. The 13 victims of
Columbine—Cassie
Bernall, Steven Curnow, Corey
DePooter, Kelly Fleming,
Matthew Kechter, Daniel
Mauser, Daniel Rohrbough,
William
“Dave”
Sanders, Rachel Scott, Isaiah
Shoels, John Tomlin, Lauren
Townsend, Kyle Velasquez—
and all other victims of gun
violence were more important than my unease.
When the 13 minutes
were up, before leaving the
street, I looked down. The
sun was at our backs, casting
a shadow of our line into the
space in front of us. I could
make out the outline of each
person, but with the locked
arms, all the shadows were
merged into one. I knew
then that God was there—
present in people who care
about each other.

Carruthers attends Cashbah and meets with faculty
(continued from page 1)

ful weekend, honestly. And
then Cashbah itself, what a
great night. It was exciting,
being the bicentennial, the
food was good but the company was even better. And it
was really nice to be sitting
beside Fr. Sheridan when the
donor made the gift to create a permanently funded
scholarship on his behalf,
that was for me personally
one of the highlights of the
evening. And of course the
other sponsorship matching
gift was phenomenal. And
overall, there was just a great
energy and that lots of people—I don’t think that I’ll remember everyone’s names so
I’ll need a few more times to
meet everybody—but it was
really well-organized, the
room was beautiful. I think
people enjoyed themselves
and had a good time.
The after-party was
great. I had some great conversations there as well. And
I’m just really excited for
Mrs. Jones and all the people
in Advancement. What a
great event, it was incredibly
well choreographed. And
Mr. Laughlin did a great job
as did the auctioneer. And I
thought it was a really successful night, it was really
nice to have a good Jesuit
presence. There was a nice
big table of young Jesuits
there as well as all the Jesuits

who have played a big role in
SLUH’s history and leadership throughout the years,
and it was just great to connect with folks I hadn’t seen
in a long time. So, it was just
a really nice evening in every
way and I was ready to go to
bed by the time I got back to
the hotel, but it was all worth
it.

well. As well as touch base
with folks like Fr. Gibbons
and Mr. Laughlin and Mrs.
Jones and various people in
administration as well. And
I think probably one of the
things I’m looking forward
to the most, other than the
bicentennial night, is I get to
meet the faculty for the first
time which will be really exciting. There’s a reception on
JS: Yes, I bet. Awesome. Thursday when we arrive for
And then, I’ve heard you’re the faculty.
coming again tomorrow
(Thursday) to SLUH. What is
JS: Ok, awesome. That
that for? Meetings?
sounds fun.
AC: Well you know we
have several different things
going on this weekend. We
have some meetings with
alumni who are religious that
are graduates of SLU High,
that work both in the archdiocese and various other
orders as well as the Jesuits.
I have some time with the
Jesuits themselves. We have
the Bicentennial celebration
event on Saturday night, and
I have some meetings as well.
So there’s lots of different
things.
There’s also the alumni
Common Good event on
Friday that I’m going to be
there for, and meet some of
the alumni who are participating in that. So just generally there for the bicentennial event, and able to fit
in a few other things in as

AC: Yeah, so really
excited about that. So my
whole family’s coming in this
weekend. It won’t just be my
wife and I, or just me, it will
be my two boys as well.
JS: Ok, yeah, well that
should be cool. And you
know, I guess I’d say what’s
been your first impression
of SLUH so far and what do
you hope to get out of these
meetings?
AC: Jesuit schools function because of relationships.
So I see these opportunities
to begin to connect and begin to build relationships
with faculty and parents and
benefactors and board members, and those people who
will be helping and supporting me to move the school

forward into the next several
years.
And my first impression
has been of a wonderfully
vibrant, energetic Ignatian
educational community. A
tremendously, tremendously
supportive set of alumni and
benefactors … I think the
level of support is unique
and special. Tremendous
tradition and history that
people are very proud of,
and very much want to both
honor and protect and ensure it continues. You know
people, you can definitely tell
that they want to make sure
that I see myself as a steward
of those important elements
and characteristics.
You know, SLU High
has been built, and I think
Mr. Laughlin said this before
himself, on the shoulders of
giants. And I think remembering that and accounting
for that and ensuring that
the school’s quality and Ignatian leadership and Catholic
commitment continues is a
really big part of it.
And the alumni are behind that and the faculty are
behind that, and parents and
students I think are as well.
So just hearing their perspective, and hearing the value
that they place into those elements I think has been very
uplifting and inspiring and
also it has gravity. It’s been a
great, great opportunity. Mr.

Laughlin has been wonderful, incredibly supportive
and helpful in this transition,
as has Kim Walsh, and Melissa Jones, and Mr. Komos,
and Mr. Agniel. So again
you know it’s about building those relationships and
learning and understanding
the people and also the history of the school.
JS: Right. And you know,
on Saturday, you mentioned
the bicentennial celebration
you’re going to. Are you going to be speaking at all or
are you going to be greeting,
or are you going to be doing
anything there or are you just
going to be hanging out?
AC: I’ll be doing a little
bit of all of the above. Certainly greeting and talking
to people. I do have a small
speaking part during the
glow element near the end
of the evening, around 8:00
pm. So kind of doing a past,
present, and future kind of
prayer. So I’ll take part of
that reflection, so I’ll be part
of that. But nothing, no major role. Again, I will also be
accompanying Mr. Laughlin in his meetings with the
various religious alums, and
we’ll have some conversations there as well. And then
during the president’s reception, I’ll have a role there, a
very small role, as far as clos-

ing prayer is concerned that
evening. So not a huge role, I
think at this point. You know
I’m still principal here, and
Mr. Laughlin is still president there, and we have to
wrap up our tenures. But it’s
good for people to start putting a name to a face, and for
me to begin to do the same.
JS: Ok, and on Common
Good day, are you supposed
to speak at all? Or I know
you said you’ll be there with
the alumni.
AC: Right, I think I’m
just meeting the alumni, but I
don’t have a role that day. I’ve
got a couple things planned
with my kids to get them
used to the city as well, so I
won’t be there for the whole
day. I’ll be in there in the
morning and kind of connect
with the alumni speakers and
a few other folks. And then
I’ll head out and do some
things with my kids and be
back for some activities later
in the afternoon.
JS: Great, I think that’s
pretty much it. And hopefully we’ll bump into each other
on Saturday, I know you’re
going to be busy, but anyway,
it was great talking with you
and thanks again for making
time for this interview.

PN
Volume LXXXII, Issue XXVI

Sports

“If nothing else, value the truth”

April 20, 2018

Senior strong volleyball sees juniors step up to Inline program rides
help win Parkway Central Classic
young goalies as regular
season winds down
BY Nick Prainito
REPORTER

T

Senior Ryan Whealen (middle) sets back as junior Andrew Cross (12) fakes against Parkway Central. photo | Mrs. Angie Langhauser

BY Nathan Langhauser
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High volleyball team won the
Parkway Central Classic last
weekend. The Jr. Bills defeated
all the top five finishers (with
the exception of themselves)
in the tournament in their
five matches last Friday and
Saturday. The Jr. Bills also
played O’Fallon and Vianney,
who are ranked fourth and
third, respectively, in the STL
Today Large School volleyball
rankings. The Jr. Bills passed
Lafayette in the rankings with
the help of a revenge victory
against the Lancers in the
tournament semifinals, 23-25,
25-17, 25-22.

“It feels great to beat
Lafayette,” said senior Matt
Coplen. “But the season is nowhere near over and when it
comes time for playoffs, that
win means nothing.”
Senior Nathan Langhauser led the team with 12
kills, and Coplen followed
closely behind with 11 of his
own and five blocks. Senior
setter Ryan Whealen had four
kills, two aces, three blocks,
and 36 assists.
“It’s sad to see when the
guys are hitting well and the
blockers forget to line up
against me,” said Whealen. “It
makes for easy yoink points.”
Yoink: when Whealen,
dumps a set on the opponents

side for an easy and humiliating kill, especially against Lafayette.
Whealen was named one
of STLToday’s high school
athletes of the week for his
performance in the tournament.
The victory over Lafayette advanced the Jr. Bills to
the championship match,
where they had a tough Parkway Central team to play. Earlier in the season, the Jr. Bills
beat Central 25-14, 25-19, but
the championship brought
out a new energy, and one
of their star outsides, Mark
Diekroeger, was injured in the
first match.
The Jr. Bills took the first

set 25-20. The teams were
nearly point for point until
Coplen took over at 16-14,
getting consecutive kills to
put the Jr. Bills up four, the
biggest lead of the set. Central
fought back, though, to get
to 18-17, but another Coplen
kill stopped their momentum,
and the Jr. Bills didn’t look
back, ending the game on a
7-3 run.
The second set challenged SLUH and, after such
a tight first set, there was no
doubt some points that could
go either way. Central put the
Jr. Bills in an 11-3 hole, but
the Jr. Bills didn’t quit.
“We had to communi-

continued on page 7

he middle of the season
has passed, and St. Louis
U. High’s inline hockey teams
are preparing for the final
stretch of the brief season.
All three teams play 14
games this season. The varsity
team has survived the middle
stretch of its season and enters
the last few games in the middle of the standings with an
opportunity to jump ahead.
The JV squad has had a rough
past couple of games but still
have plenty of games left. The
C team has a few games left
and is showing improvement.
The varsity squad has
gone back and forth its past
few games, going between
losses and wins. In inline
hockey, it is common for a
team to put up 7 or 8 goals in
a game. The varsity team is no
exception, having scored 27
goals in its last three games.
Leading the offensive
rush is junior forward Christian Berger, with 25 points (14
goals), and freshman defenseman Matt Warnecke, who has
14 assists.
With five games left, the
team has a 5-4 record and is
in sixth place in a division of
15 teams.
After the Jr. Bills mercyruled Fort Zumwalt South last
Saturday, coach Chris LePage
told the team, “Nice work today boys. Glad to see you guys
actually close out a game.” The
team has had struggles late in
games, giving up breakaways.
The JV team has played

the fewest games of SLUH’s
three programs, and has endured a hard start to the season, winning only one of its
first five games. However, the
team has shown great potential in its past couple games,
especially in the first half,
where it has begun to match
opposing teams’ skill levels.
“The team hasn’t been off
to a great start statistically but
we have been having a lot of
fun regardless. We are making strides to play more as a
team,” said senior defenseman
Dominic Watkins.
The C team has played
ten games and won two.
Freshman Henry McIntyre
has led the way for the team,
netting nine goals and three
assists. Junior Robert McManus has earned four assists for
the season.
The Jr. Bills goalie corps
has worked extra hard this
season, as the program has
just two goalies for three
teams. Sophomore Peter Lally
has been a brick wall for the
varsity, and freshman Andrew
Bergman has covered for C
team. Both have split time on
the JV squad.
Bergman has put up respectable stats on both of his
teams. For the C team, he has
stopped over two-thirds of his
151 shots faced, which is impressive for inline hockey.
Lally has a .700 save percentage, and has saved many
games for the varsity team
with his ever-improving skills.

Out-of-town competition proves no match for varsity water polo
at De Smet Invitational over the weekend
BY Joe Feder
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High
water polo team entered the second half of its
season this past weekend at
the De Smet Invitational,
and emerged victorious after testing its skills against
schools from Texas, Ohio,
and Illinois.
The team played its first
game absurdly late Thursday night, with a 9:00 start
time at Lindbergh against
Strake Jesuit, hailing from
Houston, Texas. Strake was
unprepared for the early offensive strike of the Jr. Bills,
and senior captain Joe Jellinek helped boost SLUH to
a 5-0 advantage by the end
of the first quarter with an
early hat trick.
Although the remainder of the game was more
evenly-matched, six goals
from senior Nick Mattingly,
outside shots from junior
Jarrett Schneider and senior
Jack Laux, and using the en-

tirety of the offensive half
with long assists led to an
easy first victory for the Jr.
Bills, 16-8.
The next day the team
faced off against the secondranked team from Illinois,
and long-time rival, Stevenson at the Rec-Plex. The Jr.
Bills again gained an early
lead thanks in large part to
2-meter goals from Mattingly and Jellinek, but Stevenson quickly rebounded,
leaving the score 4-3 SLUH
after the first quarter.
The team managed to
maintain its one goal lead
through the second, until a
magnificent skip-shot buzzer-beater from Mattingly
gave a two-goal cushion.
After the half, it was
SLUH’s game, with Stevenson struggling to adapt to
a new defensive strategy.
Senior captain John Burke
and fellow seniors Brendan Moore and Jacob Fields
contributed much-needed
goals on the offensive side,

and on the defensive side,
junior goalie John McCabe
kept the score in check to
the tune of 11-6.
Saturday marked a long
day of games, with the first
beginning at 8:50 against
De La Salle from Chicago.
The team spread the wealth
on offense; the team’s 17
goals were scored by nine

different players. In order
to allow the starters to rest
up for the tough games later
in the day, the “El Fín” line
was put in for the majority
of the game.
“We came out to do exactly what our name translates: to “end” the game,”
said integral El Fín line
member Laux.

Junior Luke Brawer against Sycamore.

El Fín highlights included a vibrant offense
from juniors Luke Brawer
and Justin Surber, a strong
game for junior goalie Daniel Fink, who tallied two assists and five saves, and stoic 2-meter guard Schneider
anchoring the defense.
After a seven-hour
break, the Jr. Bills returned

photo | courtesy of SLUH Water Polo

to the Rec Plex for a game
against Sycamore High
School from Ohio. After a
rousing pregame psych up
speech by Laux that got the
boys “ready to send it,” the
team hopped into the pool
for what ended up being a
breath of fresh air. Jellinek
scored two of his five goals
in the first two minutes to
contribute to a 5-0 score after the first quarter.
Despite a slow offense
before the half, the Polobills
notched four quick goals
early in the third to put the
game out of reach. One of
the highlights of the game
was a perfect man-up goal
conversion, and three hardfought steals for senior Barclay Dale.
Then came the final
match against longtime rival Fenwick, who has been
responsible for six of the
Jr. Bills’ 14 losses over the
past eight seasons. After
another inspiring speech

continued on page 7
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Varsity track off to the races at
Volleyball works past second set
Cory Seibert Invitational; set
trend to defeat Vianney
personal and state bests
(continued from page 6)
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BY Daniel
REPORTER

W

McMurran

eek after week, the St.
Louis U. High track
team has had to deal with cold
and wet weather, and it was no
different this week. The team
was supposed to travel to
Kansas City to participate in
the Blue Springs High School
meet, but the meet got moved
up one day, resulting in SLUH
having to drop out. The track
team then entered the Corey
Seibert Invitational at Rockwood Summit High School.
There were 42 teams at
the 12-hour track meet. The
athletes endured 40 degree
weather all day with rain
showers.
“(The weather) is what it
is. Everybody is dealing with
the same situation. Those who
allow the weather to dictate
their mindset and change how

they do everything aren’t going to do very well,” said head
coach Joe Porter.
The weather didn’t stop
the Jr. Bills, as they finished
fourth place overall.
Senior high jumper Reed
Goodin competed in his first
varsity meet due to senior
Evan Kilgore’s knee injury.
Goodin tied for sixth in the
meet to earn his first varsity
point.
“It was a cold and rainy
day, but I cleared 5’8” cleanly
for the first time, so personally I think I did pretty well,”
said Goodin.
The 4 x 800 relay team
ran an impressive race with
a time of 8:05:10, the number one time in the state. The
relay consisted of senior Paul
Burka, juniors Patrick Hetlage
and Charles Perry, and sophomore Lazarus Williams.

Other impressive performances included junior
Christian
Wallace-Hughes
going over 20 feet in long
jump and over 40 feet in triple jump, Williams running a
sub-two minute 800, Hetlage
and sophomore Lucas Rackers running sub-10 minutes in
the 3200 to place second and
third, and senior Daniel McMurran clearing 6’4” in the
high jump.
This weekend in track,
seven athletes will be traveling to compete in the Kansas
Relays in Lawrence, Kans. on
Friday and Saturday. The meet
is super competitive and only
the top entries were accepted
into the meet. The rest of the
varsity team will be competing in the Dale Collier Invitational at Kirkwood High
School on Saturday.

JV Track Briefs
Webster Meet 4/17

- Sirius Song won the 800m race with a time of 2:11.2
- Nate Bischof placed third in his first 110m hurdles with a time of 18:03
- Junior Jay Duda was third in the 400m race with a time of 55.0 seconds
- Jalen White took fourth in the long jump, jumping 16-04.75
- The 4x100m relay, composed of Richard McCain, Antwine Willis,
James Tillman Jr., and Terrence Cherry placed fourth with a time of 47.5
seconds

Freshman Track Briefs
Kirkwood Meet 4/17

- Britt Nelson placed second in the discus throw with a personal best of
92-07
- Robert Stevens placed fifth in his first 100m hurdles with a time of
21.92 seconds

JV Water Polo Brief
JV water polo coach John Penilla had nothing but positive things to say about how his
team is playing. With an 11-1 record, Penilla is proud of what the team has accomplished
thus far including a redeeming win over SLAP, who accounted for the team’s only loss, in
triple overtime three weeks ago. “I hope that’s not our peak because there are several weeks
left for us to continue improving, working hard, and trying to reach our potential,” said
Penilla to the team following the win. As the season winds down, Penilla looks forward to
the team continuing to translate what they’ve learned in practice into games. “What’s most
important is that the team has an opportunity to grow and experience some success, win or

Last Four Games
Vs. SLAP			
Vs. Lindbergh		
Vs. Lafayette			
Vs. Ladue Horton Watkins

Win 6-5
Win 4-3
Win 11-1
Win 5-4

C Baseball Brief
Record: 5-3
“We have a really fun group, who works really hard. We need to find more consistency.
We are a day to day team and we need to find a way to play our game every day because when
we do we are a very good team,” said head coach Adam Cruz.

Last Four Games

Vs. CBC			
Vs. St. Mary’s H.S.		
Vs. Lindbergh		
Vs. Westminster		

Loss 4-11
Win 16-1
Loss 2-9
Win 7-5

JV Lacrosse Brief

The season for JV lacrosse started extremely rough. The team was plagued with injuries,
and as the season progressed more were injured. The team struggled through its first five
games with breakdowns on both ends of the field, losing by one or two goals. The team is
getting back on track with the help of returning players and a revitalized offense. The goals
are piling up for the attack. “Our goal is the finish out the rest of the season strongly and
hopefully show all the teams that beat us how good we can really be in the postseason,” said
sophomore Blake Obert.

Last Four Games

Vs. CBC			
Vs. De Smet Jesuit		
Vs. Eureka			
Vs. St. John Vianney		

Win 5-3
Loss 6-8
Win 16-2
Win 7-5

cate more,” said senior Jack
McGrail. “Even over-communicate to find ourselves again.”
The Jr. Bills nearly completed the comeback, pulling
as close as 22-21, but the Colts
finished the game with two
Diekroeger kills in their last
three points to force a third
set.
SLUH rode their momentum from the second set
to jump to an early 11-5 lead
and they never looked back.
Junior Brian Venhaus, normally a defensive specialist,
tallied six kills to fill the role
left by injured junior Dalton
Ennis, who will be missing the
rest of the season.
“We really wanted to give
a couple of guys a chance, like
Venhaus on the outside, who
really helps us in serve receive
on all six rotations,” said head
coach Jeff Cheak. “We have
Brian, Nathan and (senior)
Kyle (Cohan) in five of our
six rotations, which is a pretty
solid serve receive. Then, trying to get some of the younger
guys in like (sophomore Emmanuel) Reyes and (freshman) Peter Quinn was just
good experience.”
Langhauser had 16 kills
and Coplen added 12, taking advantage of his size over
the smaller Central middles. Junior Andrew Cross
led the blocking effort with
four, followed by Langhauser with three and McGrail
and Whealen with two each.
Quinn got his first taste of varsity action, serving for Langhauser in the third set of the
championship match.
“It was great to pull away
in the third set and take the
victory as a team, quenching
our hunger for now,” said Cohan.
Besides victories on the
first day over Ritenour (19-9,
19-12) and Pattonville (23-

21, 19-17), each of the Jr.
Bills’ matches went to three
sets, testing their endurance
against the strong talent in the
tournament.
“Going to three sets in
three straight matches and
seeing us be tired, fatigued
and mentally come through

said Cheak. “I think we get
a little too comfortable and
don’t come out with that same
fire we do in the first set.”
The set was 17-17 until
Cohan closed out the game on
seven consecutive serves, getting back to what the Jr. Bills
looked like in the first set.

Seniors Matt Coplen (left )and Jack McGrail (right) against
Ritenour at Parkway Central.
photo | Mrs. Angie Langhauser

that and be strong I thought
was a huge plus,” said head
coach Jeff Cheak.
Wednesday, the Jr. Bills
played O’Fallon Township
and really jumped on the Panthers early, frustrating hitters
and making touches to keep
plays alive that resulted in
SLUH points. The first set was
a crushing 25-8 win.
The second set though,
the Jr. Bills couldn’t find a
rhythm, killing some of their
own momentum with errors
and losing the mental edge
from the first set.
“We have a tendency to
do that in our second sets,”

SLUH won 25-17 in a good
preparation match for last
night’s big tilt against Vianney.
The Jr. Bills defeated Vianney 25-14, 25-15 behind
strong blocking and defense,
not letting a ball hit the floor.
This forced the Griffins to try
to hit around the defense, creating errors and points for the
Jr. Bills. Coplen and Venhaus
led the SLUH offense, getting
kills on nearly every swing.
The Jr. Bills are with a record of 16-0 and play Parkway
West and St. Mary’s to start
next week.

Post-Dispatch praises unsung water
polo defensive heroes
(continued from page 6)

from Laux, the Jr. Bills
found themselves in one of
the most physical games of
the season, with two wellmatched teams struggling to
find an opening, until Burke
released a throw from the
outside into the vicinity of
the goal.
“Oh
shoot,”
yelled
Burke before the ball
plopped into the goal, giving SLUH an unexpected
1-0 lead.
After the Friars responded with a goal of their
own to tie the game at the
quarter, the second quarter
was marked by a similar call
and response pattern, with a
tied score of 2-2 at the half.
A tired SLUH offense
VARSITY BASEBALL
SLUH
2

4/19

Chaminade

SLUH

0

Vianney

4

the St. Louis Post-Dispatch
yet again, with a feature
length article about the unsung heroes of the St. Louis
U. High water polo team:
defenders Burke, Fields, and
junior Garrett Baldes.
The team returned to
regular season play on Tuesday with a victory against
second-ranked Ladue, but
the team needs to remember
that the season is far from
over.
“The mental challenge
is not thinking that state is
in the bag,” said McCabe.
“We still have a lot of games
left.”

VARSITY LACROSSE
SLUH
16

4/16

0

VARSITY BASEBALL

4/17

struggled to find any scoring opportunity until two
sloppy mistakes from Fenwick an improper substitution and backtalking the
referee—gave the Jr. Bills
two man-up goals, courtesy of Mattingly and Fields,
and the win was secured
by a well-placed lob from
Jellinek. Although the team
struggled playing keepaway
in the closing minutes, McCabe was able to block four
point-blank shots in magnificent fashion for a 6-4
win.
“We were like the megalodon,” said Fields quoting
Dale. “We made all of the
other teams invisible.”
The decisive victories
attracted the attention of

Seckman

1

VARSITY LACROSSE

4/14

SLUH
Hickman

16
1

4/19

VARSITY GOLF
SLUH
240
Chaminade

248

VARSITY WATER POLO

4/19

SLUH
Marquette

11
3
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Common Good Day
Choir in New York
9:00AM V Tennis @ MICDS
V Kansas Track & Field Relays
Lunch Special—Chicken Nuggets
Vegetarian—Pasta
4:00PM JV Tennis @ Priory
5:00PM JV/V Rugby @ Eureka
C Lacrosse vs. Priory
5:30PM JV Lacrosse @ Webster
7:00PM V Lacrosse @ Webster

Around the hallways

Cut-out kids in art wing
Cutouts of hand drawn
students have been drawing
attention from students and
teachers exiting the art wing
this week. After the arts class
discussed art portraits throughout history, focusing on scales
and the look of reality, they
hit on capturing the presence
and the persona of the work
of art. The idea then struck art
teacher Joan Bugnitz to create
self-portraits in the building,
outside of the frames. Aiming
at something playful, the class
is looking to catch the corner of

a gazer’s eye. “Art is about pro- for 4,300 students last year.
voking reaction and imagina- Alexander, a receiver of the
tion,” said Bugnitz.
scholarship in grade school,
was picked as the single keyDamen Alexander speaks at note speaker for this year’s gala.
banquet
He described his experience as
Senior Damen Alexander a recipient and his ten years of
has been proactive this school Catholic education.
year, giving speeches at many
significant events including Chorus leaves for New York
the March for Our Lives. This
The Varsity Chorus left for
Wednesday, Alexander gave a New York City yesterday mornspeech at the archbishop’s gala, ing at 7:15 am. Varsity chorus is
an annual event that benefits going to New York primarily to
the Today and Tomorrow Edu- perform in Carnegie Hall with
cational Foundation that raised the King’s Singers, but they
a scholarship fund of $800,000 will also be giving a concert in
St. Patrick’s cathedral as well
as tour the city. After staying
in the Hotel Edison for four
nights, they will return Monday night.
Students for Pro-life meeting
This Wednesday, the Students for Pro Life Club discussed the March for Our Lives
efforts and the pro life stance
on gun violence. A major focus
for the group was the connection between the March for
Our Lives and the March for
Life and how both can serve
as pro-life stances. The group
contrasted the numbers at each
of the marches and discussed
why there was a difference in
photo | Nathan P. Wild II
numbers. The conversation was
open to discussion as the political scheme behind both marches was also discussed.

Bicentennial bash
boasts 30 activities
(continued from page 1)

they are not former alumni or
staff of SLUH.”
After Mass, there are
more than 30 different activities planned throughout the
campus. There will be several different food tents for
people to eat, and the food
will be free. There are several
different sporting activities,
including a home run derby
on the baseball field and
knockout in the Field House.
In the Si Commons, there will
be a memory lane for alumni to look at old yearbooks
and meet with the archive
committee. President David
Laughlin will show a video
from Father Arturo Sosa, the
Father General of the Society
of Jesus, in which he will greet
our Jesuit community on the
celebration of our bicentennial. Improv teacher Kevin
McKernan will be holding an
improv show in the loge and
English teacher Rich Moran
has organized a reading of
poems from Sisyphus on the
theater stage that will also
feature student artwork.
“It’s music, arts, poetry,
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athletics, activities, food and
drinks,” said Laughlin. “It’s
almost like a combination
between the school’s open
house and a parish festival.”
The day will end with
everyone being invited back
to the south rec fields for the
“gratitude glow,” a surprise
planned out for all of the current students, staff, and alumni. Following the surprise, a
fireworks show will take place
to end the day.
So far, the committee is
planning on over 5,000 people attending the event but
the numbers may depend on
how many people who have
not RSVP’d will attend.
The administration encourages all who are interested to come and help celebrate
200 years of SLUH.
“The whole thing is
free. It’s a celebration of who
SLUH is and who SLUH has
been and who SLUH will be,”
said Agniel. “This stuff really
doesn’t happen that often and
I’m excited to be a part of it.”

2018 Annual Student
Art Exhibition
The student art gallery will be
open from April 21-May 1 in
the art wing.
The reception evening will be
held on Thursday, April 26th
from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
art | Sean Anderson

the campus, a bag of trash was
thrown onto a junior’s table.
The juniors retaliated and a
food fight ensued, with leftovers
flying through the air. After the
incident, Assistant Principal of
Student Life Brock Kesterson
announced at the end of the day Saturday, April 21
to the student body that if the Choir in New York
behavior kept up, outdoor eat- Ultimate Frisbee Knockout
JV Volleyball @ Marquette
ing will no longer be allowed.

V Golf Lake Central Invitational
Freshmen Placement Exams
Flags at half-staff
The grounds crew low- 9:00AM V Track & Field Invitational
4:00PM Bicentennial Mass Party		
ered all the flags on St. Louis
U. High’s campus to half-staff
in honor of Barbara Bush, the
former First Lady who passed
away who passed away this past
Tuesday. Following mass shootings, national tragedies, and
memorials, the grounds crew
lowers the flag in accordance
with government guidelines.
They also lower the flag after
SLUH related memorials.This
past year, the flag has been lowered for the Parkland school
shooting, and the Las Vegas
mass shooting, to name a few.

STARS Meeting
STARS met again this
Thursday to continue their discussion on the book White Like
Me by Tim Wise, a book that
addresses the prevalent issue
of systemic racism in America
from the perspective of a white
man. Any and all students are
welcome, and the next meeting
will be held Thursday, May 3rd
Food Fight
in room M204. Snacks will be
A plume of papers flew provided.
across the air as the binders
of juniors were emptied dur—compiled by Nathan P.
ing Wednesday’s lunch. As Wild II, Jack Schweizer, Paul
the papers flew to the edges of Gillam, and Peter Curdt

Working with death
springs a love of life
(continued from page 3)

-eral misconception about
death and his line of work.
According to Obert, many
view it as strange that he has
to handle dead bodies, but he
believes there are many common misconceptions about
his line of work.
“The first couple of calls
are men and women in the
hospital that know they are
dying. It can be a peaceful
process. People get so caught
up that they are dead bodies,
but usually they died an hour
ago and it’s not really too noticeable. What I am doing for
that person is a service,” said
Obert.
His age can also present
a difficulty, since many other
workers in the field are much
older. He has had many encounters in which people have
doubted his knowledge and
questioned his instructions.
“The reaction that I get
is priceless when I walk into
a house. Some people look
at me with looks like ‘He’s 18
why is he here?’ Sometimes I
get calls and I tell people what
to do and they just keep asking me, ‘Are you sure? Okay,
but are you sure?’ Not a lot of
people trust you when you’re
young even though I’ve been
trained,” said Obert.
Obert’s work has made
him think about his own gift
of life and not to take it for
granted.
“It especially taught me

Special Schedule

not to text and drive anymore.
I’ve received calls from a family from an incident like that
and it was terrible,” said Obert.
Among his many life lessons that he practices to ensure that his family never has
to be the one to make that call,
he also has learned a lot of
respect that is required when
handling the death of a loved
one.
“I learned a lot of respect
that comes with the job. On
the first house call, you can
wear gloves when you handle
bodies. I put gloves on before
entering, that I later learned
was one of the things you don’t
do,” said Obert. “The bodies
are still family members to
them and we have to be very
very careful in moving them
to make it look like they are
very comfortable. It teaches
you a lot about who people are
and really how a lot of people
react to a death.”
Obert appreciates his
work even though he may not
be looking into taking on the
family business. He sees it as
a backup if mechanical engineering doesn’t work out but
also a one of a kind experience
full of great scary stories, an
opportunity to understand the
complexities of death, and an
overall respect for life.
“In all, it’s not a bad
job,” said Obert. “I just miss
my bed.”

Sunday, April 22

Ultimate Frisbee Knockout

Monday, April 23
AP

Regular Schedule

Freshman Class Meeting
Adelphi University
University of Arkansas
Avila University
University of Mississippi
Monmouth College
University of Richmond
Seton Hall University
Snack—Onion Rings			
Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
Vegetarian—Pasta
3:30PM JV Golf @ Kirkwood
C Golf @ Vianney
V Golf vs. Westminster
4:00PM V Tennis vs. Ladue
JV Tennis @ Ladue
JV/V Water Polo vs. Parkway West
4:15PM C Baseball @ De Smet
4:30PM C/JV/V Volleyball vs. Parkway West
B Baseball vs. Rockwood Summit
V Baseball @ St. Mary’s
6:30PM Topic Night		
Tuesday, April 24
Regular Schedule
Freshmen Placement Make-up
AP
Mass of P&G Liturgical Choir rehearsal
NHS Meeting
St. Mary’s University of San Antonio
Snack—Turnovers
Lunch Special—Toasted Ravioli
Vegetarian—Griled Cheese
UCLA
University of Missouri Kansas City
3:30PM C/JV/V Golf vs. CBC
4:00PM C/JV/V Volleyball @ St. Mary’s
V2 Track & Field @ Vianney
4:15PM C Baseball @ Fox
B Baseball vs. Westminster
4:30PM V Baseball vs. Rockwood Summit
5:00PM JV Lacrosse vs. MICDS
7:00PM V Lacrosse vs. MICDS

Wednesday, April 25

Regular Schedule
Mass of P&G Liturgical Choir rehearsal
Rising sophomores class elections
Kansas State University
Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch Special—Chicken Tenders
Vegetarian—Salmon
3:30PM JV/V Tennis @ O’Fallon Township
JV Westminster Golf
7:00PM C Baseball vs. Vianney
7:30PM NHS Induction
Thursday, April 26
Mass Schedule
Awards Assembly
Student Art Exibit
Lunch Special—Domino’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Tilapia
3:30PM JV/V Golf @ De Smet
4:00PM C/JV Track & Field @ Vianney
4:15PM C Baseball @ Seckman
4:30PM B Baseball @ Vianney
7:00PM V Baseball vs. Vianney
AP

Friday, April 27
Mass of Praise and Gratitude
Freshman class dance
Lunch Special—Chinese Special
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
4:30PM C/JV/V Volleyball vs. CBC

Mass Schedule

calendar | Liam John

