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Carruthers Science rooms, Innovation Lab, and more kept
missioned the faculty and staff busy over summer
Jesuit
Provincial
celebrates
Mass and
missioning
BY Paul Gillam
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

N

early nine months after Alan Carruthers
was announced as president
of St. Louis U. High, his installation was completed on
Tuesday with his missioning by the Rev. Ron Mercier,
S.J., Provincial of the U.S.
Central and Southern province, who celebrated the
all-school Mass of the Holy
Spirit at which the missioning took place.
The term ‘missioning’
is a relatively new term in
the realm of Jesuit Education. In the past, clerical
presidents led most Jesuit
institutions, meaning they
have a direct route with the
provincial. In recent years
however, as more laypeople
have assumed the position
of president, the direct connection to the Society must
be established through a
missioning by the Provincial.
“(Carruthers) not only
leads the school, but he actually represents me and he
has a relationship to the Society, which is important,”
said Mercier.
The fundamental goal
of the missioning of a president is to ensure the president effectively leads his or
her school to live out the
mission of Jesuit education.
“Foundationally,
all
that we do in Jesuit schools
goes back to the first Principal and Foundation—that
Jesus Christ died on the
cross for us; that it’s out
of that tremendous act of
love that we in our faith
rise from,” said Carruthers.
“Our faith should be about
creating that kingdom of
God here on Earth as best
as we can and creating that
sense of love for others and
then translating that into an
educational reality.”
Carruthers himself is a

BY Liam John
NEWS EDITOR		

C

onstruction is underway
across the St. Louis U.
High campus with innovation that is going to excite
and renovations that popped
up left and right this summer
under the direction of Director of Facilities Joe Rankin.
“By 2018, SLUH’s culture
and curriculum will reflect a
model discernment process
for continual innovation and
adaptation, including the
use of educationally relevant
technology, grounded in our
Jesuit mission,” reads the
third SMART goal of the 15
Go Forth SMART goals, generated by Imagining 18.
Go Forth is an attempt
by the administration, alumni, faculty, and staff of SLUH
to envision the school’s third
century. Over the summer
and end of last year, the building began to develop according to this initiative. Though
the official launch date of
Go Forth is Nov. 16, 2018,
construction began over the
summer.

Construction of IT offices in the library.

The major summer construction projects included:
the innovation lab (formerly
titled the makerspace), the
renovation of science labs, the
new technology offices, and
the soccer turf.
In May and June this past
summer, construction on the
nearly $1.6 million innovation lab began with installing

support for the foundation of
the building. Since the lab is
being developed in the basement, piering supports had
to be put in place due to the
shifting foundation.
“We did piers to stabilize
any form of wall movement,”
said Rankin. “To stabilize any
types of drought and the clay
underneath it that caused

continued on page 6

Clavius has impactful summer in Belize

Clavius group in Belize.
BY Handley
NEWS EDITOR

T

Hicks

he Clavius Project @
SLUH expanded its
service and expertise far
beyond the St. Louis area
this summer with a trip to
St. Martin De Porres and
St. John’s College in Belize
continued on page 7 City, Belize.
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Clavius was started
by St. Louis U. High students involved in robotics
in 2014. Led by recently
retired Jeff Pitts and generously funded by the Innovation, Technology, and
Education Fund (ITEF), the
project’s goal was to bring
robotics and STEM educa-
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small shifts, say a quarter
of the inch on the top of the
building, we had that much
movement on the entire wall.”
Once the piering was
complete, the team began on
the noisier parts of the projects such as the wall demolitions.
“We had to get a lot of
the noisy work done over the
summer because I didn’t want
a lot of the drilling and that
type of works disrupting the
students from learning in the
classrooms,” said Rankin.
In the innovation lab,
students will be able to have
hands-on learning experiences in over 5000 square feet
of space. The lab is on track to
be finished with construction
in November and open in
December. The construction
is now focusing on specialty
work such as plumbing.
The innovation lab will
be named after a family that
donated a large portion of the
funds for the lab. Their name
will be announced in the fu

tion to underfunded and
underprivileged communities and schools in St. Louis
City. The program started
with nine middle schools
and 85 students and has
grown to include 44 middle
schools and over 1000 students.
“I love it,” said Pitts.

News

BTSM
Mosh pits, girls, and thrift shops.
Relive last Friday’s Back to School
Mixer, which brought more than
1300 ladies from around the St.
Louis area to a packed Danis
Field House. Page 5
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Student jobs
Read about some of the unique
jobs SLUH students worked over
summer break. Page 5

“All my boys have gone to
SLUH and my wife’s family is very entrenched in
SLUH. I witnessed my own
sons doing service. I wanted to get into something to
give back and this has been
a dream come true for me.”
About a year ago, a
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DJ to Mexico
DJ Sansone represened the stars
and stripes on the rugby pitch in
Mexico over the summer. Page 9
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Swimming
The SLUH swimming and diving
team took to the waters for the
first time this season after taking
second at the state meet last year.
Page 10

SLUH is
Green
US Education
Dept. grants
Green Ribbon
to SLUH
BY Carter Fortman and
Kyle McEnery

REPORTERS		

F

or the past ten years,
the U.S. Department
of Education has bestowed
the Green Ribbon award to
schools across the nation
for their outstanding environmental philosophies and
actions.
SLUH first applied for
the Green Ribbon award in
2014, only to find that the
state of Missouri was no longer participating. Two years
ago, however, Missouri was
reinstated within the award,
and SLUH applied again.
Although SLUH did not
recieve the award last year,
that did not stop the school
from trying again.
SLUH will send senior
Darion Mullins and sophomore Ocean Okohson-Reb
to Washington D.C. in September to receive the Green
Ribbon award for its work
with sustainability.
“This year, we took
the application from last
year, analyzed who could
add more and who could
strengthen it, and retooled it
all,” said history teacher and
moderator of the Sustainability Club, Anne Marie
Lodholz. “It’s a process that
we’ve been working on, as an
institution, for five years.”
The application process
for the Green Ribbon award
is broken down into three
pillars. The first is focused
on the facility. “It’s basically
environmental impact. How
much energy are you using,
how much water are you using, what are you putting in
the trash, how do you control pests, anything that has
to do with the space itself,”
said Lodholz.
The second pillar is focused upon the health and
well-being of the community. “It touched on chemicals,
what psychological services
do you provide for your

continued on page 7
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Hill and students trek through Spain; finish in France
BY Sam Tarter and Noah
Apprill-Sokol

REPORTERS		

A

t St. Louis U. High, the
model of the lives and
studies of students and faculty
centers around the teachings
of Saint Ignatius of Loyola.
While we are able to learn
of his many life lessons and
teachings during theology or
Mass, very few are able have
a first-hand experience of his
life and directly see how and
where he took the journey to
becoming the founder of the
Society of Jesus. But over the
summer, a group of students
did experience this under
the leadership of Director of
Campus Ministry Rev. Joseph
Hill S.J.
The group landed in Bilbao, then traveled an hour
away to Loyola, the city in
which St. Ignatius was born
and later recuperated after his
leg was shattered during the
Battle of Pamplona. While in
Loyola, the group toured Castle Loyola, where they later
prayed about Ignatius’ previous life and had Mass in the
Chapel of Conversion.
Hill has celebrated two
very important anniversaries
in his life in the Chapel of
Conversion. Hill renewed his
vows there on Aug. 15, 2011,
the fifth anniversary of his
professing his vows.
“It was a very moving
moment for me, because it
connected my giving over of
my life to God in service to
Saint Ignatius’ giving over of
his life,” said Hill. “There’s a
very moving sign above the
altar where it says in Spanish
‘Here in this place, Ignatius of
Loyola offered his life to God,’

Hill and students on their first day in Lourdes, Spain.

and I was able in that exact
same place to renew my same
commitment.”
On this year’s trip, Hill
celebrated his ordination to
the priesthood at a Mass in
the Chapel of Conversion.
On their last day in
Loyola, the group traveled up
to San Sebastián, a town in the
north right on the coast. The
group passed the time renting
bikes, visiting churches, and
cliff jumping into the water.
Having finished their
time in Loyola, the pilgrims
arrived at the monastery of
Montserrat, the place where
St. Ignatius prayed and confessed—dedicating himself
to be a knight for God. The
monastery was carved on the
side of cliff in one of the lush
surrounding mountains. As
the group hiked towards it,
they were struck by the beauty of the monastery and the
landscape around it. Inside
the monastery stood the grotto and painting of Mary that
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St. Ignatius prayed in front of.
Praying the rosary at the basilica nearby and then venerating the image, the group felt
a divine presence and were
moved.
“One of the students said
that was the most moving
moment of his entire time,
and that when he was there he
truly felt the presence of Our
Lady,” said Hill.
Descending the mountain, they traveled by train
to Manresa and stopped at
a Church marking the cave
where St. Ignatius prayed
and fasted for eleven months.
With crosses etched into the
wall and being the birthplace
of the Spiritual Exercises, the
cave was a time of spiritual
development for St. Ignatius.
Celebrating Mass in the cave,
the group prayed for Jim Slama, father of Joe, ’15, and current sophomore David.
The group then headed
to Barcelona to be immersed
in the Hispanic culture, the

historic buildings, and spiritual presence of the city.
Walking throughout the city,
the group played at the beach,
walked the streets touring
the Gothic Quarter, went to
the aquarium, and visited the
Barcelona Soccer Stadium,
Camp Nou. While in Barcelona, the group prayed and
visited three churches—Eglisia de Sant Juam, Santa Maria
del Mar, and Sagrada Familia.
At the Eglisia de Sant
Juam, the group participated
in the Spanish liturgy with
the Little Sisters of Laum.
Although struggling with the
language barrier, the group
found the liturgy to be very
beautiful with wonderful music and prayer.
“It helped bring into
perspective the accessibility
of our faith,” said sophomore
Nathan Malawey. “Even in the
Masses that weren’t in English, I could follow along because they were the same rite.”
Visiting the Santa Maria,

the group stood in the place
where St. Ignatius begged for
money when living in Barcelona. Sitting near a statue
of St. Ignatius begging, the
group prayed and reflected on
the meaning of poverty.
The next morning, the
group traveled to a church
known as Sagrada Familia, a
basilica that was still under
construction, but beautiful
in size and design alike. They
marveled at the intricate architecture designed by Antoni
Gaudi, the church’s original
architect.
“The outside featured
a narrative of Ignatius’ birth
on one side, and the passion
of the Christ on another side,
and the inside featured many
big pillars and the ceiling had
paintings of trees,” said sophomore Angel Guijosa. “Instead of gorgons or anything
that you usually find in other
places, there were statues of
reptiles, lizards, and other
animals.”
Prayer continued in the
church, primarily about beauty and how it can reveal God
in all His forms. The group
had Mass in the crypt of the
Church, followed by a tour of
the Church by one of the parish priests.
“In the crypt, we looked
around and saw different
types of angels, and we had
a small tour explaining what
they were, such as cherubims
and seraphims,” said Guijosa.
Nearing the end of the
trip, the group took the train
to Lourdes, France. Lourdes
is a shrine of Mary, where
she appeared to Saint Bernadette in 1558. On a bright and
beautiful Sunday morning,

the pilgrimage started off with
prayer in the grotto, the area
in which our lady appeared.
After lunch, the group
went to The Baths, an area of
water that has healing power. Many credited miracles
have been recorded there,
and while anyone can enter
the water, many sick people
are taken and bathed to cure
them of sickness. One student
recalled feeling the presence
of Mary at the baths, and stated that it was the most powerful moment of his pilgrimage.
“Lourdes is such a holy
place, and there is such a special spirit there, and I believe
that is why people go. It’s very
moving, and it’s different from
other places like Montserrat because it is not a tourist
sight,” said Hill. “If you go to
Lourdes, you go as a pilgrim,
so everyone there is very
prayerful and helpful towards
the sick.”
On the second day, the
group worked as volunteers in
the area, such as helping the
pilgrims through the grotto,
helping with the Eucharistic
procession, and the candlelit
procession at night. They then
returned to Spain to catch
their flights.
After seeing how students developed and changed
on this trip, Hill found how
the trip can be an important
opportunity for students at
SLUH.
“If you want to grow in
your faith, and grow closer to
God, go on a pilgrimage or go
to a holy site,” said Hill.

Zarrick leads 2018 graduates on OAC adventure
BY Ben Klevorn and Matthew Thibodeau
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

L

ed by Outdoor Adventure Club (OAC) moderator Patrick Zarrick and
Jack Bailey, ’17, 13 members
of the St. Louis U. High class
of 2018 ventured to Europe
this summer for a two-week
trip filled with sightseeing,
hiking, kayaking, and relaxing.
The group arrived in
Amsterdam on July 10 by
way of Wow Airlines, then
the madness began. In a
two-week span, the group
visited many cities including Amsterdam, Interlaken,
Strasbourg, Munich, Brugge,
and Cinque Terre.
The first two cities the
group visited were Brugge,
Belgium and Strasbourg,
France. According to Zarrick, the main attraction
of these cities was their old
charm, which included the
canals, bridges, and bricklined roads.
In Interlaken, Switzerland, the group rented
some kayaks to take on Lake
Thunersee. However, a rigorous 10-hour, 18-mile hike
in the Alps was one of the
most memorable moments
of the trip.
“Perhaps the greatest
concentration of glaciers,

2018 graduates hiking in the mountains of Europe.

waterfalls, and wildflowers I’ve encountered on a
single backcountry hike,”
said Zarrick in an e-mail to
Prep News. “I didn’t mean
to make the lads work that
hard; although the price was
punishing, the payoff was
perfect.”
“I never understood
how people cried at nature
until I saw some of the views
from the hike,” said Nathan
Wild, ’18. “I definitely teared
up a couple of times in awe.
It was fantastic.”
Thanks to the suggestion of OAC co-president
Brendan Charles, the group

visited Cinque Terre, Italy, a
group of five coastal towns
known for buildings stacked
on top of one another. The
views in each one of them,
according to Zarrick, were
breathtaking, colorful, and
charming.
Boom, Belgium was the
host city to one of the most
popular events of the trip,
which was the Tomorrowland Concert. Zarrick described it like Six Flags, but
with stages instead of rides.
“Tomorrowland was the
best place after Switzerland.
I’ve wanted to go to that
festival since I was in grade

photo | courtesy of Mr. Patrick Zarrick

school, so being able to live
out that dream was insane,”
said Wild.
“If you enjoy continuous, pounding bass for 13
straight hours, then this
concert would be for you,”
said Zarrick in an e-mail.
In Germany, the boys
stopped at the Dachau concentration camp. Dachau
was actually the first concentration camp set up by
the Nazi party, housing over
188,000 people, and was the
site of approximately 28,000
deaths, according to the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum website.

“The
concentration
camp was a departure from
our daily ‘fun’ and provided
our young men with a sobering look into some of the
atrocities committed during
WWII,” said Zarrick in an
e-mail.
Also, in Munich, the
group paid a visit to the
BMW museum and visited
the world-renowned Hofbrauhaus Beer Garden.
“We visited two beer
gardens while in Munich—
the world-renowned Hoffbrau House and a local
beer garden that held 1,100
people—filled to capacity on

a Thursday evening,” said
Zarrick in an e-mail. “Experiencing both provided
us with the opportunity to
enjoy a famous tourist destination with a rich history
along with a glimpse into the
local culture of Bavaria.”
Finally, the group of
students traveled to Italy to
spend a day cliff diving and
hiking in Monticello, and
then went to Lake Como to
do some more hiking.
“Overall it was a trip I’ll
never forget, and it was the
best grad present I received
by far,” said Wild. “I also enjoyed drinking the beer.”
According to Zarrick,
the group was quite ambitious, but more importantly,
acted very mature and wellbehaved. Since this entire
group was recently graduated seniors, Zarrick believes
it would be beneficial for the
club to gain some new leadership this year.
“Nearly all of my OAC
leadership team graduated
this past May, so I’m looking
for ambitious and adventurous young leaders to step in
and fill the void to set our
club direction and future
activities for several years
to come,” said Zarrick in an
e-mail.
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A

he Volume 83 Prep
News opinion section
serves the purpose of being
the vehicle of the personal
opinions of students, faculty, or others. All topics discussed in the section will be
related to St. Louis U. High
School.
Nothing published either as an editorial or as a
letter to an editor should be
considered the opinion of
the school, the administration, or anyone other than
its author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is
the opinion of all five editors on a particular topic.
A commentary or column is an opinion of one
member of the Prep News
staff, not of the Prep News
itself.
A perspective or notebook, like a commentary,
is the opinion of one person, often a Prep News staff

member.
Unlike a commentary,
such a piece is often intended primarily to convey
a personal experience rather
than to provide a viewpoint
on an issue. Unlike a letter,
such pieces are usually developed at the request of,
and sometimes under the
guidance of, the Prep News
editors.
Every member of the
SLUH community is welcomed and encouraged to
submit a letter to the editors. Every letter received by
the editors will be read and
given consideration. All letters must be signed, but the
author’s name may be withheld from publication by request and at the discretion
of the editors.
The Prep News editors
reserve the right to edit any
submissions for publication
in order to meet grammati-

cal standards, but they will
not skew the author’s original intent. Also, the editors
reserve the right to withhold from publication any
submission if it is deemed
vulgar, tasteless, or otherwise inappropriate. Authors
should be available for the
editors to contact them before publication to address
matters of concern.
All authors wishing to
have letters published must
submit them by 4:00 p.m.
the Wednesday before the
letter is to be published.
Letters
should
be
emailed to prepnews@
sluh.org, and, if possible, a
signed copy should be given to a Prep News editors
or moderator or mailed to
the Prep News courtesy of
St. Louis University High
School, 4970 Oakland, St.
Louis, MO 63110.

Editorial:
What is PN 83?
Who do you want to be
known as?
In some way or another, all of us encounter this
question when at St. Louis
U. High. Just as each class
is given the opportunity
to forge a path and leave a
legacy that will be remembered for decades to come,
the Prep News too is given
this same opportunity. From
year to year—volume to volume—each Prep News editorial staff has the opportunity to make their own mark
on a decades-long tradition
that has yet to graduate and
record their respective year’s
history of our centuries-old
school.
We want to be known
as editors who listen. As
volume 83 grows, we will
be telling the story of now.
Future generations will
know what the milieu—or
in the words of Kim possible, “The sitch”—was like
in 2018-2019 school. As a
prospective or current student, faculty or staff member, administrator, parent,
alumni, donor or just a fan
of the U. High, you play a
specific role in the narrative of the 2018-2019 school
year of. But in order for us
to tell your story, we must
first hear it from you.
We want to reinforce
the idea that conversations,
and even disagreements,
are important and that each
idea deserves the chance to
be heard. The Prep News
opinion section provides
an opportunity for your
voice be heard by the 1100
people inside our building
and the huge SLUH network
beyond. We encourage you
to write to us your interpretation of the events and
conversations within in our
school, city, country and
world through a letter to the
editors. Regardless of your
political affiliation, race,
gender, grade level, sexual
orientation, economic status, age or national origin,
we want to hear from you—

yes that means you too
underclassmen. We want
to help facilitate solidarity among all those in the
SLUH community and allow
the Prep News to serve as a
vehicle for change. However, change cannot happen
without someone sparking a
conversation. The paper is
your way to do that.
Writing an opinionated
letter can be nerve-racking,
especially one that will be
read by your peers, but we
encourage you to take the
risk. Give it a shot and take
a break from your device
and the internet’s character
limits to write about what
really matters to you.
We want to be known
as editors who are dedicated
to working for the truth. We
promise you we will work
our hardest to write about
what is important and what
matters, and to get the facts
right, but know we are not
infallible. As seniors in high
school, we are more than
capable of making mistakes
and ask that you are patient
with us. It is our goal to provide you with truthful, fair
and accurate information
that we believe is important, but sometimes, we may
make mistakes. If this is the
case let us know and call us
out when we need to hear it.
We are constantly striving to
improve and need your help
to see where we need to.
Each week we, our staff
and reporters, put hundreds
of hours into creating this
newspaper. We do it not for
status or recognition, but
for of our commitment to
spreading truth, and without our readership, none of
it is possible. We will do our
best to make the newspaper
entertaining through pieces
of artwork, pictures, crosswords, comic strips, student spotlights and various
other resources, but know
that what may be boring to
you, may mean the world to
someone else. If you know
of any news, send it our way

because we do not have eyes
in every corner of the school
and want to give each person a voice.
Most importantly, we
want to be known as editors who are dedicated to
the mission of Jesus. You
may have noticed the small
“AMDG” on the inside top
corners of each page in the
newspaper. As a Catholic
school, SLUH has a commitment to spreading the
Good News of Christ, and
we, the editors, want to do
our part in ensuring that
everything we do is for His
greater glory.
This dedication extends
outside of this newspaper
as well. We want to be upstanding young men in the
community of SLUH who
constantly strive to work
towards strengthening the
brotherhood of this school
as well as pushing towards
the school year’s theme
of solidarity by being role
models in our Christian
faith and acting as men for
others.
As a newspaper, unpleasant news will undoubtedly pass through our pages,
but because of our commitment to the truth, it must be
told. Our motto, “If nothing
else, value the truth,” motivates us to follow the truth
and tell each story to its end,
even if that end is difficult to
accept. When this happens,
know that we will strive to
help the SLUH community
be open to growth from all
perspectives and view the
story from a viewpoint of
Ignatian spirituality.
Ignatian spirituality
challenges us to “find God
in all things,” and just as
we do, we hope you are able
to experience God through
this newspaper.
We hope you enjoy Prep
News Volume 83.

s the student-run newspaper of St. Louis University High School, the Prep
News is a weekly publication that strives to inform
the SLUH community about
events and people, with its focus on those pertaining to the
school, primarily through the
written word.
The Prep News is neither
the voice of the administration nor the students. Rather,
the newspaper serves to gather and distribute information
for the entire school. The Prep
News editors and staff members make every effort to be
objective in their news coverage and editing.
The members of the editorial staff are co-workers and
share equally the duties of
writing, copy-editing, layout,
and staff management. All of
the editors share responsibility and leadership of the paper.
The editors are supported by a
core staff of regular reporters
as well as artists and photographers.
It is the role of the editors to seek out and facilitate

the reporting of all significant
news at SLUH. While any
faculty member or student is
welcome to submit suggestions to the editors for potential articles, the Prep News is
never obligated to publish any
article idea.
Our primary emphasis
as editors of the Prep News is
upon clear and accurate writing and careful editing. We
also attempt to include visual
expression—photography,
drawing, technical aids, etc.—
in every issue and on our web
site. Despite our desire to
make the paper visually appealing, we commit ourselves
not to allow form to supersede
substance.
The editorial staff will use
social media to communicate
with the paper’s readership
and to update students about
SLUH events and highlight
the paper’s content. The editors will not allow their goal of
speed and accessibility online
to weaken their commitment
to accuracy and depth.
The Prep News strongly
encourages
underclassman

3

involvement, and our office on
the second floor of the Jesuit
Wing, room J220, is always
open for involvement, criticism, praise, or suggestions.
Contributed student opinions
are also welcome under the
Prep News Editorial Policy.
Without student reaction and
feedback, the Prep News could
not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will correct any significant error in the following
issue and on our web site as
soon as possible.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole responsibility for the text of news and
sports articles, features, and
editorials. We ask faculty or
students who take issue with
the manner in which the news
was reported or find an error
to bring it to the attention of
the editors, not the individual
reporters.
This is the platform of the
editors of Volume 83 of the
Prep News.

New teacher McNair excited to
link literature and spirituality
BY Handley Hicks and
Liam John
NEWS EDITORS		

H

aving moved from the
east to the gateway to
the west, English teacher
Maria McNair hopes to
bring her social, theological,
and literature backgrounds
to the English classrooms
of St. Louis U. High both to
widen the perspectives of
students when discussing
the morality of literature,
and to increase her own un-

people she’d studied with
were all amazing to us, and
we were excited that someone of her caliber was excited about teaching at our
school.”
The hiring teams look
for very specific goals and
standards for the new hires,
one being openness to
growth, something heavily
stressed among the students
and faculty.
“They have to be a good
fit for the formation project

New English teacher Dr. Maria McNair.

derstanding of literature in
doing so.
The English department hired McNair last year
after an extensive search
through over 100 applications for one teaching position.
“We were really impressed with her background and her academic
training,”
said
English
AMDG,
department chair Frank
The Editors of Prep Kovarik. “The schools she’d
News 83
attended, the programs
she’d been a part of, and the
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we are doing, so obviously
very well credentialed in
their field, strong capacity
and experience with teaching, understand the Jesuit
mission, and (should be)
formable themselves, be
capable of growing as an
educator,” said Principal Ian
Gibbons.
Growing up in a small
suburb of New York City,
McNair attended the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill for her undergraduate studies before

earning her Ph. D. in English at Harvard University.
During her time in
graduate school, McNair
met her husband, who is
originally from St. Louis.
A job opportunity for her
husband this brought them
both to St. Louis shortly after their marriage.
Because of her husband’s history in St. Louis,
she knew there were a number of reputable Catholic
high schools in the area.
McNair sent letters to multiple schools, hoping to be
considered for teaching positions.
“But I also heard that
SLUH was known particularly for being a very academically rigorous school,
with very high standards
of intellectual achievement, very bright students.
I thought that would be a
particular pleasure to work
with a group of students like
that,” said McNair.
McNair was in St.
Louis for a year before she
was hired at SLUH. During
that time, she worked for a
podcast called Ministry of
Ideas. The podcast focused
heavily on spirituality and
literature in an effort to relate the religious world to
the secular world. Despite
her involvement in the podcast, McNair’s efforts were
rooted in teaching.
“I had always thought
of teaching as being ultimately where I’d like to go.
That was in large part due
to the wonderful teachers
I had of my own,” said McNair.
Growing up going to
public schools and attending religiously unaffiliated
universities, McNair always

continued on page 7
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Schulte, ’93, named Director of Security; brings police experience
BY Johno Jackson
lice force
REPORTER			

G

rowing up at Saint Louis U. High, Dan Schulte, ’93 would roller skate
through the halls while his
father built scenery. Twentyfive years after graduating
from his home, Dan Schulte
’93 returns to SLUH as Director of Security and Assistant Dean of Students. He
comes with two decades of
experience in law enforcement and a deep appreciation and admiration for the
St. Louis U. High tradition.
Schulte was a part of
SLUH well before becoming
a student here. Because of
his father, SLUH theater legend Joseph Schulte, Schulte
spent time on campus.
The legacy of his father
is not lost on Schulte. He
looked up to him, and his father was a deeply influential
figure in his life.
“I saw my dad as a hero,”
he said.
As a SLUH student,
Schulte described himself as
“loud” and a “typical class
clown kind of guy.”
His career with the po-

began when he
was just 22 as a patrolman
answering incoming radio
calls.
“(I was) dispatched to
everything from homicides
to cats meowing too loudly
at night,” he said.
Following his years as a
patrolman, he became a detective. Focused on robberies and car thefts, he worked
in the Central West End
and the Grove. Following
his detective job, he worked
in Public Affairs for three
years.
Schulte said of his duties in Public Affairs, “I was
… a captain’s aid and a business liaison and I went to
schools and did that kind of
stuff.”
From there Schulte
was promoted to Sergeant,
the rank at which he would
eventually retire. He spent
a year in the 3rd district,
which includes Soulard, Marine Villa, and other southof-Chouteau neighborhoods
sandwiched between Grand
Blvd. and the Mississippi
River. His next and final
year of policing was spent on
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the bikes downtown.
Even as an officer,
Schulte was never far from
SLUH. He did side work on
campus, working mixers,
dances, and athletic events.
He was working his childhood dream job as a police
officer with no intention of
leaving when the position he
now holds at SLUH was created.

Another Lally joins SLUH, this
time as a teacher and XC coach

BY Fitz Cain
REPORTER

T

o many in the faculty and
students of St. Louis U.
High, the name “Lally” probably sounds familiar. Theology
teacher Mike Lally recognizes
this, as he has had numerous
relatives come through SLUH
over the years. However, Lally
is here to make an impact of
his own.

Lally enters the SLUH community this fall as a freshman
theology teacher, excited to
take on his new role.
“I’ve loved Jesuit schools
my whole life and I think
SLUH is a very special place
in the Jesuit community,” said
Lally. “I think we’re doing
something here that doesn’t
happen even at a lot of of
other Jesuit schools, and I’m
really honored to be a part of

art | Jackson DuCharme

After attending Rockhurst High School in Kansas
City, Lally went on to study
psychology at St. Louis University, then spent a year
in the Alum Service Corps
(ASC) program at Regis Jesuit
High School in Denver. Lally
then attended Yale Divinity School, where he earned
a master’s degree in theology.

that and hopefully play a helpful role here.”
In addition to Lally’s academic achievements, theology teacher Diego Navarro sees
a number of qualities in Lally
that he thinks will make him a
great addition to the theology
department.
“He’s bright. He’s introspective. He makes astute

observations about the world.
He’s got a great education, he’s
passionate, and the guy’s committed,” said Navarro. “All
those things combine to him
just being an active presence
and someone who can really
engage the minds and hearts
of people, which is the kind
of person you want in a classroom.”
Likewise, Theology Department chair Jonathan Ott
was impressed with Lally
from the start.
“In [his] interview, his
answers to questions definitely showed a depth of intellect and understanding that I
think is essential at a school
like SLUH to have credibility,”
said Ott. “If you’re teaching
a bunch of really smart students, you have to have your
own academic accolades as
well.”
Lally will be teaching
exclusively freshmen, and
he says that he hopes to help
guide his students on their
road to a better understanding of their faith by teaching
them to ask big questions.
“I think freshmen especially are at an age where,
if they’ve gone to Catholic
school, they’ve had some introduction to faith and religion,” Lally said. “But I think
it’s all still very limited and
something that they haven’t
been able to explore a lot.”
However, Lally recognizes that he still has some learning to do himself. As both a
freshman theology teacher
and a coach for cross country
and track, Lally says that he is
already learning some of the
unspoken rules of SLUH.
“I’m a lot like the freshmen,” said Lally. “I’m going to
be learning about the traditions and the habits and the
practices around here just as
much as everyone else.”

“I wasn’t looking to
leave,” he said. “But I was
looking to leave for SLUH.”
His position is a dualrole; he works both as Assistant Dean of Students and
Security Coordinator.
“He’s got a big job working on those two fronts,” said
Brock Kesterson, Dean of
Students.
As Assistant Dean of

Students, Schulte works
closely with Kesterson on
an ever-changing list of issues. Schulte handles the
JUG room after school, assists with disciplinary decisions, and has already been
instrumental in a number
of school-wide security reforms, from the room numbers in classroom windows
to the new guest check-in
system.
The security portion of
the position is Schulte’s area
of expertise. He has adopted
many of the responsibilities
of Patrick Zarrick, who has
returned to teaching Physical Education and Yoga full
time.
“At the end of (last)
year, the administration decided that given the change
of culture towards school
safety … that it would be in
the school’s best interest to
bring of a full time school
resource officer,” said Zarrick.
Many public schools
have acquired full or part
time school resource officers, and that number is on
the rise. According to the

National Center for Education Statistics (nces.ed.gov),
48 percent of public secondary schools reported having
some presence of sworn law
enforcement officers during
the 2015-16 school year, up
from 12 percent during the
2005-06 school year.
Though Schulte is no
longer a sworn law enforcement officer, his 21 years
of experience on the streets
formed a perspective on
safety unique to SLUH faculty and staff. His cop mentality and passion for public
safety make him an especially fit candidate for his role.
He understands SLUH—the
mission, the culture, the
history, and his love for the
SLUH community manifests
itself in his dedication to
the issues he’s been tasked
with solving—from giving
out demerits to ensuring the
safety of the SLUH community.
“I look at things completely different than most
people here do,” said Schulte. “I spent 20 years in the
darkness … I see things in a
grittier, dirtier way.”

Faculty to staff: Moore comes back
BY Sam Guillemette and
Thomas Molen
REPORTER, STAFF		

A

fter two years away,
Tim Moore is back and
making a full prodigal son
return to St. Louis U. High
as Director of Theatre Operations, with big hopes for
the theatre program and his
new position.
In his prior stint at
SLUH, Moore worked for
seven years in the theater
department before moving
to Chaminade, where he
worked in their theater department for two years. Although he enjoyed his time
at Chaminade, he realized
at a certain point that he
missed the student interactions he had at SLUH.
“At my old job I didn’t
have much interaction with
the kids,” said Moore. “I’m
really hoping to build the
crew up and really hoping to
get more people involved.”
SLUH Crew has always
been an essential part of the
theater program at SLUH,
but Moore is planning to
take it to the next level.
“A lot of what he’s going to focus on this year
is how do we get people to
join crew,” said senior Ben
Stringer. “How do we make
crew more appealing? How
do we make crew not as
important as theater but as
recognizable? A lot of that
comes from doing more
than just shows.”
Moore has a lot of
connections through theaters across St. Louis, and
Stringer says Moore has entertained the idea of giving
the students who do crew
more experiences outside of
SLUH, such as taking them
to see a professional show
at the Stifle Theater or the
Fox. Through opportuni-

ties like this, Moore hopes
to take SLUH crew to a new
height.
Along with Moore’s return comes a new job title.
He is now being regarded as
a member of the staff as opposed to faculty. This means
that, in addition to building
sets for plays, overseeing
the technical aspects of the
theater, and running SLUH
Crew, Moore will now have
more control over the theater building itself. He will
no longer teach a class.
“The biggest difference is the maintenance in
the building, specifically
to the entertainment systems—so maintenance on
the lighting, rigging, audio
equipment, maintaining the
theater space itself, maintaining the shop, that sort of
stuff,” said Moore.
Moore is highly regarded among staff and students
alike.
“Mr. Moore is a wildly
talented carpenter and artist kind of in his own right,”
said
Kevin
McKernan,
the Fine Arts Department

chair. “He’s creative and a
great teacher even for me
in terms of understanding
design and technical elements of theatre. My hope is
always, when being around
Mr. Moore, to soak up some
of his know-how with the
hope of learning even more
about theater.”
During the two years
that Moore was gone, Scott
Schoonover served as Director of Theater Operations before leaving for a
new job in Orlando.
“I was really sad when
Mr. Schoonover left, but
knowing it was Moore coming back made me feel a lot
better,” said Stringer. “It felt
like we were being placed
in the right hands. It wasn’t
like we were getting someone new. We knew we were
getting someone who is used
to SLUH’s level of demands
and has put out designs that
meet those expectations.”
“We just want to
have a fun, safe year, put
on some cool shows, and
have a blast,” Moore said.

photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

NEWS

August 24, 2018

Prep News

AMDG

Volume 83, Issue 1

Glitter and perspiration: Back-To-School mixer 2018; roughly 2,000
attend

5

BY Drew Nester and Will
McCann

REPORTERS			

Y

ou blow into the breathalyzer. You drop your ten
on the table, and shake a faculty member’s hand, promising to make them proud. Then,
between pounding walls and
dripping ceilings, you sprint
to the mosh because “that’s my
song.” Screaming to “FEFE,”
forming circles to “Magnolia,”
you can’t imagine being anywhere else. This is what the
summer built up to. Thirteen
hundred ladies, as many gentlemen, all under one roof, all
screaming the same song. This
is the right way, nay, the only
way, to kick off a school year.
This is the Back-to-School
Mixer.
Before you could get
knocked over on the dance
floor and have fun doing it, St.
Louis U. High’s Student Council (STUCO) had to organize
the mixer and its buildup.
According to STUCO President Thomas Molen, planning
took weeks, with numerous
STUCO meetings including
topics like music and how to
bring out excitement on their
agendas.
These meetings were evidently successful, with the Belly Brigade setting their “blow
the speaker” tone that would
last until Saturday morning,
and the SLUH remix of “Thrift
Shop,” which saw 21 hours of
filming and five hours of editing go into it, inspiring SLUH

Students singing, dancing, and enjoying back-to-school mixer.

students to go to thrift shops
all over Saint Louis.
“The hype for the mixer
was insane,” said freshman
Jack Christanell. “And yeah, it
lived up to that hype.”
“While I couldn’t scream
to a few of the songs, (the mixer) still lived up to the hype,”
said senior Andrew Chabloz.
“BTSM this year was one
for the ages,” said senior spirit
leader Pat Finlay. “On stage, I
was able to see so many of my
brothers all in one place happier than I’ve ever seen them.”
And he didn’t see just his

brothers out there.
“Despite the inescapable
dripping sweat of strangers, I
had a really good time,” said
Cor Jesu senior Maggie Mansfield.
SLUH students and females from around St. Louis
weren’t the only ones enjoying
what the mixer had to offer,
though. During the course of
that energetic Friday night, the
Field House concession stand
was open, with SLUH students
and faculty representing the
Honduras Project and Kino
Border Initiative selling water
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for $1, Ted Drewes frozen custard for $3, and bracelets for
$4 to all those who dared leave
the mosh. The Honduras Project received the money from
the sales of the water and Ted
Drewes, totaling about $400,
while the Kino Border Initiative received the money from
the sales of homemade bracelets, which totaled roughly
$150.
While the night went
smoothly for most everyone,
individuals from a certain
Catholic all-girls high school
were not so lucky. As the ladies

of St. Louis waited patiently to
enter the Field House, all Nerinx Hall students were made to
step out of line into their own
queue. At least some of them
had forged tickets to the jumping jamboree.
“After doing some investigating on Snapchat we were
able to pinpoint the source of
(the counterfeit tickets) and
she was not allowed in,” said
Assistant Principal for Student
Life Brock Kesterson. “Unfortunately, we were unable to
decipher who had counterfeit
tickets and who didn’t, so all

the Nerinx girls had to pay
again.”
But they quickly forgot
the incident ever happened as
they began to hear the bass of
a thousand suns vibrating their
consciousness upon entrance.
“Even though it took a
while to get in,” said Nerinx
senior Grace Ryan, “it was
definitely the best year for the
mixer.”
A night this hard to come
by isn’t easy to ruin.

Labs, Lasers, and Processing Loans: students’ unique job experiences
this Summer

BY Peter Campbell
STAFF

S

ummer, the time to forget about your responsibilities, sleep in, and kiss your
worries away, or at least until
your parents make you get a
job busing tables, lifeguarding,
or washing cars. While this
may be the scenario for most
St. Louis U. High students trying to enjoy their summer and
make a little cash on the side;
it was not for seniors Collin
Funck, Jack Buehring, Ben
Stringer, Thomas Wu, and junior PJ Butler. They wanted to
have a more challenging and
unique summer experience.
Junior PJ Butler spent nine
days of his summer at a medical
summit at John Hopkins University, sponsored by the Ambassador Leadership Program.
At the summit, teams made
up of students from across the
United States and abroad were
presented case studies of fictional patients suffering from a
wide range of real systems. The
team then had to work together
as various types of practitioners
to deduce what the problem
was with the patient. Finally,
the team would gather its information and present its finding
to the rest of the students at the
summit.
“The diagnosis of our patient was peritonsillar abscess,
which is a package of fluid
on your tonsils that impedes
breathing. However, we did
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not immediately get to this diagnosis our first stab at it,” said
Butler.
“I think a lot of the trial
and error was by design, because medicine is a trial and
error process,” said Butler. “This
process provided a lot of teamwork, and originally caused
some problems within the
group.”
“Most of the kids there
were type super type A, and
there was head butting here
and there. However that was
expected bring together a lot of
kids who are leaders at home,”
said Butler.
However, Butler said the
most amazing part of the experience was meeting so many
promising people and getting to
know and develop connections
with these people.

Seniors Collin Funck and
Thomas Wu spent the summer
conducting real-world research
through UMSL.
Wu’s day began promptly
at nine in the morning and ended around four in the afternoon
for about six weeks.
“My work relied heavily on data analysis and physical chemistry (including basic
quantum mechanics), so I spent
lots of extra time out of the lab
to read and analyze my data,”
said Wu.
Wu’s research was based
on the laser-spectroscopy, and
to observe excited states of electronic transitions predicted by
other scientists. After this he
would obtain and compare observed and predicted constants.
“Although the research
was very in depth and time

consuming, the mentors were
nice and approachable,” said
Wu.
Funck also participated in
conducting research for UMSL,
analyzing why some DNA
bends better than others and
why.
“I had to go through a lot
of data and genomes, and compare the bending values,” said
Funck.
Funck did almost all of
his analysis and research on
the computer, running various
tests and trying to find a possible hypothesis. Funck also had
to do a considerable amount
of research outside of the lab,
becoming familiar by learning
and reading about what he was
assigned to do.
“The first two days, I had
to brush up on all my Biology

and read a book. I also had to
just start doing it,” said Funck
“This made me like research more, and I think I will
want to do it in college. But I
do not know if this is my type
of research, because I prefer wet
labs, which are more hands on,”
said Funck.
Meanwhile Ben Stringer
was cooking up orders at Olio’s,
which was an old gas station
converted into a Mediterranean style restaurant located in
Tower Grove. Stringer originally started out as a busboy, but
worked his way to a cook.
“During the dead periods
at the restaurant when nobody
was there, I would just go help
out in the kitchen instead of
getting yelled at for not doing
anything, because that is what I
actually wanted to do. Eventually I would start taking weeknights, where it is more low-key
and easier to learn things,” said
Stringer.
Most of the work Stringer
did in the kitchen was either
work on the hot side of the
kitchen, which included the
stoves, ovens, and a lowboy
refrigeration unit, or the cold
side, which included a refrigeration unit. This included working on dishes to preparing the
finishing touches on food about
to go out.
“I really enjoyed the people, and like finding satisfaction
in people liking what we make,”
said Stringer.

While Stringer may have
been experiencing some heat
in the kitchen, Jack Buehring
was crunching the numbers
working as a loan processor at
American Bank of Missouri.
As a loan processor, Buehring
would take individual or businesses tax returns and finance
statements, and then put them
all on the same database. This
then would allow him to analyze whether the loan should go
through or not.
“I obviously had a small
role, but it was an amazing experience being around commercial banking at my age,” said
Buehring.
An average day for Buehring was nine to five, and an
occasional Chick-fil-a™run for
lunch. The workplace environment was relaxing.
“I even got to watch the
World Cup and drink sodas!”
said Buehring.
The job also helped further Buehring’s interest.
“It further solidified my
desire to go to college on the
east coast, because it is the finance capital of the world.
There are tons of financial
chutes and ladders for me to
explore in that kind of environment. I am so ready for college
now!” said Buehring.
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Rankin incorporated sustainibility Clavius makes national news in Belize
in the construction process
(continued from page 1)
(continued from page 1)

ture.

“The big seed for the
project was funded by one
family, but it had become a
much bigger project than just
the one family,” said Principal
Ian Gibbons.
For the lab to be built
in the basement, other departments had to move. The
computer rooms relocated
into one of the language labs,
and the IT department will
be moving into a new location connected to the library,
where students used to work

President Joe Komos.
Last summer, room S202
was renovated with new desks
as a pilot for this summer’s
renovation. All three biology
classrooms were updated with
TV’s and proper lab stations
for the classes.
S201 added flat screen
televisions with AirPlay in
order to project student work
more seamlessly and make
transitions easier for teachers.
Students will be able to
use the TVs while in a lecture setting, but also, they can
use them while working on a

S203. This setup allows for
the STEM class—a projectbased learning class—to keep
its labs continuous and undisturbed by the biology classes.
“This was a great opportunity not only physically to
update them, but also, pedagogically to create clear spaces that can integrate not only
science but project-based
learning and science has ties
to other curriculum as well,”
said Gibbons.
With changes to the
main building, the other facilities at SLUH did not stray
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at independent desks.
“Last November or December, a group of us started
having meetings to discuss
the possibility of moving forward with the innovation lab
earlier rather than later in the
master plan cycle,” said Director of Information Technology Jonathan Dickmann. “Mr.
Rankin and I looked around
the different places here, and
we came up with the library
stacks as the best size location
to fit what we needed.”
The IT department will
occupy the Confucius Classroom until September, when
they will move into their
semi-permanent or maybe
permanent location in the
back of the library. Both Dickmann and Rankin decided the
north side of the library was
the best spot, because it is on
the first floor and is near the
previous location.
The crafters of the Go
Forth have set up a threephase plan for how SLUH will
achieve the goals set in the
project (innovation, spirituality, education, etc.). The first
phase is the Innovation Lab
and the IT department. Over
the summer and this first semester, this first phase should
be completed. Phases two and
three will be completed in
the coming years and call for
renovating the old cafeteria
and create support services,
meeting areas, and a global
learning center.
The Science Department
has taken the mission of innovation and integrated learning
from Go Forth as a spark for
new science labs. The budget
was $160,000.
“The Science Labs were
completed under budget due
to Mr. Rankin’s efforts to use
in-house maintenance staff to
perform portions of the work,
saving the school the cost of
outside contractors,” said Vice

lab. Projecting findings from
a student microscope is now
possible.
Along with the TVs, the
lab counters were stripped of
their sinks and two new sinks
were added to the outskirts.
The new counters allow for
students to have more space
to work.
The work on the science
labs was done by both SLUH
staff and external groups.
“We have a vendor that
works with us for the science
renovations and they basically come up with a plan, but
the way SLUH runs a lot of
these projects in order to save
money is that our maintenance staff will do a lot of the
renovations,” said Dickmann.
“The IT staff will do a lot of
the hardware configuration
like the physical install, and
then, the vendor will work
with the actual programming
of the system.”
A similar demo and installation process happened
in S204, but the room has a
unique set up. There are two
pillars in the middle of the
classroom that help to hold
the building up. In the past,
the room had lab space behind one pillar and lecture
behind the other—leaving almost a third of the room open
in the middle.
“The teachers in this
room are going to know how
the room functions best so we
had to make sure and were
blessed to be involved in some
conversations a couple years
ago with the architect, about
this room especially,” said
Russo. “We looked at what it
would take to gut rehab, what
it would take to cut it into two
classrooms, and this was the
best layout for this room.”
Replacing the previous
lecture space, the Environmental STEM lab stations
are on the other end near

from the action. The soccer
field underwent a $266,000
resurfacing in time for the
soccer tryouts and season.
After the old turf was
taken out, it was packaged
and sent to other schools as a
form of recycling the material.
“Over the soccer field,
over maybe 80 percent or
closes to 85 percent of the
soccer field was reused as
well,” said Rankin. “That was
actually rolled up and put
onto different trailers and reused at different schools.”
SLUH has been a leader
in sustainability throughout
the St. Louis area—shown
through the winning of the
Green Ribbon award. With
so much construction, sustainability might seem like an
afterthought, but Rankin was
able to find homes for some
of the pieces that would have
landed in a landfill.
“We made it an opportunity for anybody here at
the school, if they wanted to
use any of the countertops or
any of the shelving units or
desk area that we were actually removing,” said Rankin.
“We were going to be recycling those and asked whether
or not they wanted to reuse
those at their house, rather
than us having to throw that
into a landfill.”
While summer break was
a time for some to relax and
vacation, some of the faculty
and staff were demoing, rehabbing, and installing new
and/or innovative projects in
order to create a better learning environment from the
2018-2019 school year without straying from the school’s
dedication to sustainability.
“We’re getting pretty
nimble at construction but
also the follow-up things to
it,” said Gibbons. “That is a
good thing.”

group called Belize 2020,
an organization anchored
at St. Louis University, with
SLUH alumni involved,
heard about the Clavius
Project. Belize 2020 works
extensively in Belize City
at St. Martin De Porres
School, a Jesuit parish and
grade school, and St. John’s
Junior College, also in the
city.
Belize City struggles
with gang violence, drugs,
and poverty.
Educators from St.
Martin’s and St. John’s visited St. Louis two years
ago to see what they could
bring back to Belize City to
enrich their STEM education. They noticed robotics
in quite a few schools, as
well as the work the Clavius
Project had been doing in
St. Louis, and they wanted
to bring that to Belize. They
reached out to Pitts because
of his extensive involvement
in Clavius and asked him to
travel to Belize City to educate both their students and
faculty on robotics.
Pitts and his Clavius
team took a trip to Belize
City in January of 2018 both
as a retreat and to envision
the Belize trip in the framework of Clavius.
“Clearly they were very
interested in the program,”’
said Pitts. “So I committed
to going back down for a
month during the summer
and trying to bring some
knowledgeable
students
with me.”
Jibril Muhammed, ’16,
Robbie Esswein, ’17, former
officer and founder of the
Clavius Project, and John
Hirlinger, past SLUH parent
and volunteer, all agreed to
travel to Belize with Pitts to
educate middle school and
high school students in the
Belize City area.
“I had the chance to
meet some really great edu-

Alum Robby Esswein, ’17, in Belize.

ous donors.
The first week of camp
was focused on the education of the teachers at the
schools involved on STEM
and robotics topics, and the
second two weeks focused
on the education of middle
school and high school students.
During the two weeks
of education, Clavius put on
four camps of robotics and
STEM education: two weeklong camps in the morning
with St. Martin De Porres
and two with St. John’s College Prep in the afternoon.
The first camp focused
on building Lego Mindstorm robots and coding
them to run obstacle courses. Once the students coded
the bots to perform the desired actions, they learned
how to use the bots in order
to run a maze, using sensors
and loops of codes stitched
together to perform combination actions.
A jamboree was held on
the Saturday to test the skills
that the students learned
throughout the week.
All of the day camps
were held at St. John’s College Prep, but the jamboree
at the end of the week was at

Clavius students in Belize.

cators and mentors,” said
Muhammed. “I met some
friends I’ve kept in contact
with.”
To fund the trip, Pitts
contacted the Rev. Paul
Sheridan S.J., who had
helped raise money for
Clavius project in the past.
Sheridan raised $10,000 for
the Belize efforts from vari-
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“Some of those
kids walked multiple miles
on dirt roads,”’ said Pitts. “If
it rained they were wading
in water. The high school
boys were traveling from
all over the area. They don’t
have cars. These kids were
making all sorts of sacrifices to get there for just an
hour and fifteen minutes.”
The project made the
local and national news in
Belize City and Belize because of the number of students attending the camp.
“I think it’s the beginning of a great relationship,”
said principal Ian Gibbons
S.J.. “I’m very excited to see
the ways that Clavius is developing.”
The Clavius team hopes
to return to Belize City next
year for an extensive session
on robotics. Pitts expects a
much easier transition from
the U.S. to Belize for the
project because the schools
now have the technology
needed for the camp.
“The biggest thing was
understanding and observing how no matter where
you are in life, people share
similar human values,” said
Muhammed. “On top of being there and serving, I got
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St. Martin De Porres’ community center, which had
more available space.
Though the camp was
held at St. John’s and the
jamboree at St. Martin’s,
the participants were from
various schools around the
Belize City area, some traveling over an hour to attend
the camp.

to experience the people.
Regardless of it being a developing country or where
it is in the world, you find
people you can relate to on
some type of level.”
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SLUH applies the three pillars to win Green Ribbon Award McNair
to partake in similar move- new attitudes among the some because it’s a national mately we still have a ton of emphasizes
(continued from page 1)
stuff to do to be a little more
community, how much ex- ments as well. Schools such SLUH community. The platform,” Lodholz said.
ethics in
Other parts of the SLUH deliberate in the mission.”
ercise do your community as Maplewood and Rich- award could be a stepping
“(The award) recognizes
members get, how do you mond Heights have been stone for SLUH to grow in community are getting exadvocate and educate your recognized as some of the awareness of new issues. cited about the Green Rib- that we’ve made it to point literature;
population on nutrition, best in the country. Accord- Lodholz hopes that the bon award as well. “I think A, but from here we need
how do you educate health,” ing to Lodholz, their smaller awareness will generate ex- it gives us a sense of accom- to move to point B, then C, Gibbons
Lodholz said. “It’s all aspects size allows for the schools to citement and enthusiasm plishment but also a sense of then D, and so on,” said copresident of the SLUH Sus- agrees
of your community, not just
the students.”
The third and final pillar is focused on curricular
and co-curricular activities
and how they support sustainability.
“It’s really interesting,”
Lodholz said. “How many
times do you talk about sustainable environmentallydriven careers or what kinds
of certification or what kinds
of conferences does your faculty go on?”
According to Lodholz,
most of the school contributed to SLUH’s receiving the
Green Ribbon. Some active
members, she notes, are the
coaches, the school nurse,
the facility managers, and
the Dean of Students.
“The reason that we finally were able to get this
wasn’t because we finally
became sustainable. It was
because we finally had an
opportunity to sit down and
build off an early application
and gather enough information,” Lodholz said.
Other schools in the St.
Louis region are beginning

art | Jake L’Hommedieu

adapt with ease. Nerinx Hall
has also inquired about the
award.
Being awarded the
Green Ribbon has inspired

within the SLUH community, leading to even more
participation.
“It becomes like a platform and that’s really awe-

what we’re doing,” said Tom
Zinselmeyer, history teacher
and one of the members in
charge of putting together
the application. “And ulti-

tainability Club and sophomore Albert Harrold. “Some
obvious things we could
do are increase our use of
the garden and increase the
awareness of sustainability
in the classroom.”
“To have the Department of Education recognize us as a school that is
making great inroads, it’s an
honor,” said Principal Ian
Gibbons. “The trick is to
live up to it, and understand
what this means. It doesn’t
mean we’re the most sustainable school—we’re probably
not— but we’re committing
ourselves to strong standards
of sustainability.”
“What’s really cool
about it is I see it as a visible
signal to the community that
SLUH has made a commitment longitudinally that has
been recognized on a national scale to see how we can
care for God’s creation and
how we can not only educate
ourselves, but a greater community,” said Lodholz.

Carruthers humbled by his new job at SLUH
(continued from page 1)

product of Jesuit education.
While attending both a Jesuit high school and university, he became very familiar
with the Jesuit mission.
“It was through the
mission (of the Jesuits) and
the people who were living
that mission that I saw that
I not only fell in love with
learning—in particular with
history and writing—but I
also really fell in love with
this ‘man for others’ piece,”
said Carruthers.
He hopes to pass on the
very same values he learned
as a Jesuit student.
“My job is to ensure
that St. Louis University
High School is promoting
joy, hope and love; a sense
of gratitude and a sense
of connectivity to Christ’s
message; and the sacrifice
of the Father of His Son to
us and therefore we do that
through the pursuit of our
own intellectual growth—
not for ourselves but rather
so we can serve others.”
During the Mass, Carruthers accepted the missioning statements, which
were read by Mercier, committing to “shape (his) decisions in accordance with
the mission of the Society
of Jesus, by a commitment
to a faith that does justice
through interreligious dialogue and a creative engagement with culture…regularly enter into dialogue with
the Society through its legitimate superiors concerning those matters that touch
directly upon its Catholic
and Jesuit mission…foster
within the St. Louis Univer-

sity High School community its Catholic and Jesuit
mission, through a pattern
of leadership patterned after
Christ who came to serve
and not to be served.”
Following the missioning itself, Carruthers delivered a speech that opened
with gratitude, most notably
to his parents, who travelled
from Manitoba, Canada, to
see his missioning. He then
followed with a question.
“How has, and how can

the Society of Jesus: “nothing is more practical than
finding God, than falling
in Love in a quite absolute,
final way.” Carruthers connected Arrupe’s words to
SLUH in saying that, “we
(at SLUH) are here to fall
in love with God and to
find him in our teachers,
our friends, and the people
here.” He concluded by stating that mission of SLUH is,
in part, to form each student
to be “one who works from

Carruthers being missioned by Fr. Mercier.

St. Louis University High
remain relevant, meaningful
and significant to the metro
landscape and to the Catholic, civic and corporate leadership in St. Louis and Missouri for 200 years?”
He answered with the
well-known words of the
Rev. Pedro Arrupe, S.J., the
28th Superior General of

love for justice, to build joy
and hope in others.”
As mandated in the
statements read by Mercier, Carruthers will be in
consistent contact with the
Provincial through two Provincial Associates for Secondary Education who work
in the office of the provincial: Geoff Miller, a previous

co-worker of Carruthers,
and Ron Rebore, the previous principal of De Smet
Jesuit, as well as leaders
of other Jesuit institutions
within the province.
It was no coincidence
that the missioning coincided with the Mass of the
Holy Spirit, as the three
scripture readings were focused on wisdom, service,
and leadership, all necessary
requirements of any Jesuit
educator. Celebrating the

photo | John Hilker

Mass of the Holy Spirit has
been a Jesuit tradition since
the founding of their first
school at Messina, Sicily, in
1548. Catholic, primarily
Jesuit, institutions all over
the world celebrate the special Mass around the beginning of their school year to
call upon the Holy Spirit to
provide those in the school

community wisdom and
guidance throughout the
academic year as well as to
serve as a reminder of the
global Catholic and Jesuit
community.
“It is a recognition that
(SLUH) isn’t just a school.
It’s what we call an apostolate,” said Mercier. “It’s a
way in which we help people
really grow in faith and willingness to serve.”
“(The Mass of the Holy
Spirit) is a reminder of that
fact that we are connected
to this global community
and that I serve SLU High,
but I also serve the greater
mission of the church,” said
Carruthers. “I think the
whole thing makes sense to
happen now.”
The missioning was
postponed until the school
year so the entire SLUH
community—specifically
students and faculty—could
be present.
“I sit here because I
want to serve you (the students),” said Carruthers.
“My goal is to serve you and
the teachers.”
Mercier is confident in Carruther’s ability to
lead as president of SLUH.
“He is a very decisive man. He is also very
compassionate,” said Mercier. “He is a man of vision.
He is a man who knows how
to make decisions but also
how to adapt those decisions when necessary. SLU
High will be different at
the end of his term—in the
good sense. I have no doubt
about that.”

(continued from page 3)

envisioned her professional
life and religious life being separate. However, at a
school like SLUH, she can
combine the two.
“One of the things I
really like about literature
is that it shows you ethics
in action,” said McNair. “It
shows you people in difficult situations who have to
figure out how they’re going
to stay true to themselves
and their values while making the best of this often
tragic situation. And that’s
one of the things I like to
write about and talk about.”
The hiring team hopes
that she will be able to incorporate these connections
between literature, ethics,
and morality in the spirit of
the Jesuit mission.
“We don’t just study
Shakespeare for the sake of
Shakespeare, although that’s
a neat thing and powerful
literature, but the application of that and the ability
to hang a number of different hooks for the study of
it. That just really is greatly
attuned to our mission as a
school,” said Gibbons. “Everything we do is for the
purposes of helping us to
better understand our creator and our mission that’s
inspired by our knowledge
of God.”
McNair is teaching two
sections of freshman English for the whole year, two
sections of American Literature first semester, and two
sections of British Literature second semester.
McNair has already
dived into difficult topics with her students, the
students have been mature
and thoughtful in their responses. She hopes to draw
from some of the ideas mentioned in the first days for
the rest of the semester.
“I know I’ve only been
here a couple days, but I
can’t imagine teaching some
place else, because of the
fantastic support I’ve received as a new teacher from
the administration. They’ve
really made me feel like I’m
meant to be a part of this organization. The other teachers are just extraordinary,
the amount of planning they
do for their lessons and the
knowledge that they share,”
said McNair.
“It’s kind of like you’re
playing a little video game,
we were just picking up the
tokens and she provided a
lot of tokens,” said Gibbons.
“She can bring so much to
the school, and obviously
we have a great tradition of
English scholars here, and
losing a great instructor, we
had big shoes to fill.”
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PN Vault

The PN Vault to the
left is taken from
Volume 35 of the
Prep News. In the
all-school summer
book, Bull in the
Ring, written by
Joe Castellano, ‘71,
Castellano
writes
about his classmate
Ed Hawk who was
killed just before
the start of his senior year. The top
article is written by
three close friends of
Hawk. In the article
on the left, Castellano, who was the
student body president, writes about
the importance of
school spirit. In the
article on the right,
Whayne Herriford,
‘71, also mentioned
in Bull in the Ring
and Student Body
Secretary,
writes
about the Walk for
Development which
SLUH participated
in in 1971.

Prep News Poll:
How did Bull in the Ring compare to
other summer reading books?
The graphic to the left is a pie
chart of student responses to

Better

the question “How did Bull
in the Ring compare to other

The same

summer reading books?” that
Worse

was proposed to the student
body by the Prep News. 348
students responded.

F

Book
Review:
Bull in the
Ring

or me, “Bull in the Ring”
was a very polarizing
book. For one, it had its
genuinely enjoyable stretches, particularly those at the
beginning and end of the
novel. These stretches were
characterized by interesting
glimpses into the St. Louis of
the 1970s, a retrospection that
I found intriguing and made
me want to read on. Castellano’s descriptions of St. Louis
both as a city and counties
were genuinely nostalgic and
fueled my desire to find out

how things were run in a high
school setting before my time.
On the other hand, I found
the descriptions of the football games somewhat dull and
trite, despite the author’s best
efforts to maintain my interest. To me, sports are much
more engaging to view on a
TV screen than read about in
glorified summaries. Despite
this, the book was still well
worth a read.
By Joey Dougherty, ‘19

Senior DJ Sansone
New coach, new season:
competes in Mexico for Varsity soccer readies for
US National rugby team year under O’Connell
Brad Pike
Staff
BY

S

enior DJ Sansone spent
part of his summer in
Mexico representing the
United States in an international rugby tournament.
The tournament consisted of
three other teams: the Cayman Islands, Mexico, and
Jamaica. The American team
beat the Caymans in their
first match and Jamaica in
their second, before losing
to Mexico on their home
turf in the finals. Despite the
disappointing loss, Sansone
learned a lot from the experience.
“The Cayman Islands
team was mostly kids from
Australia and England who
moved to the Caymans with
their families, so they were
a pretty good team. The kids
grew up playing the game a
lot more than us, so it was
cool to get the opportunity
to play teams like that,” said
Sansone, appreciating the
difficult competition he encountered.
Sansone has played rugby for St. Louis U. High since
he was a sophomore, when
he earned a starting spot on
the varsity squad. His sophomore year was his first time
ever playing the sport, so he
had to learn the rules of the
game in the fierce competition of varsity.
“I had the privilege of
learning the game from really talented guys like Luke
Sextro, Buck Chevalier, and
a lot more,” said Sansone,
reflecting on his early rugby
days. These talented athletes
helped form Sansone’s passion for the game.
During his junior year

BY Chris Staley and Blake
ing tryouts.
Obert
he went to a camp for rug“I think nine is a lot of
by at Lindenwood Univer- Sports editor, reporter
seniors. It’s not 20 like Charlie
sity in St. Charles, where he
outh, team chemistry, and (Martel) used to do, but I was
was then invited to a tryout
head coach Bob O’Connell looking for the best 20 soccer
in Atlanta for the national are all attracting attention to the players,” said O’Connell.
With fewer seniors, new
team. He made the final cut new season for the St. Louis U.
and played in a few tourna- High varsity soccer team. Spear- opportunities were open for
ments for the national team, headed by senior captains Alex underclassmen to make the varwhere he proved his worth Lehmann and Brian Lymbe- sity squad. While no freshmen
and was called up to the elite ropoulos, the varsity team looks made the team, 14 combined
national team, USA South to show off its young talent and sophomores and juniors did.
This younger squad requires
Rugby, which was traveling surprise opponents.
to Mexico.
In years past, the team mixing individual skill and good
“It was really cool being has consisted mostly of seniors. relationships—and hopefully a
able to represent the US and With a clean slate, O’Connell good team will explode into a
play against other countries. diligently selected his team dur- great team.
It was really cool to see all
the different people from all
over the world, and even the
people on our team—a lot of
them come from all different
backgrounds,” said Sansone.
Now, he looks forward
to the spring season with the
Jr. Bills, who came within
three points of a state championship last season.
“I’m going to take on a
leadership role on the team
and hopefully lead through
example. I’ve been working hard in the off season so
hopefully it will pay off come
season,” said Sansone.
Sansone is also looking
towards his future in rugby,
as he is in the last year of his The soccer team at practice Thursday.
high school career.
“I am definitely playing players from the year before, as they saw each other start to
after high school, looking at and that’s not the case at all this grow closer and play better as
teammates.
where I might make my next year,” said Lehmann.
The team was able to test
“I think the team is coming
move to play,” said Sansone.
Sansone plans on using its ability in a jamboree this past together nicely and we’re getting
the connections he formed weekend against MICDS and along very well, meaning our
while playing for the national Parkway West. Each game was chemistry is boosting and this
team to move up in the rugby 35 minutes long. There were no week we could already see our
world. He wants to play in scoring highlights since both play boosting as well,” said Joly.
college, and he is thinking games ended in 0-0 ties.
While getting to know
“It was the first time all of each other better, the team
about going to school in a
country where rugby is more us were playing in an organized also has to learn to understand
game together, so we had to get O’Connell as the new head
popular and competitive.
comfortable playing with each coach. After Charlie Martel reother,” said junior Ethan Joly. “I tired, O’Connell took over in
think there were a lot of nerves March. O’Connell was aware
in everyone, but we ended up that his players would need to
tying both teams. In the end, I get to know him better as a varthink it gave our coaches a good sity coach, and though the proinsight on what we need to work cess has been slow, the relationon.”
ship is improving.
After the game, high hopes
“I think that the kids are
were present among the team still trying to get to know me,

Y

“We’re definitely very
young, and a much smaller
team than last year,” said Lehmann. “We just hope we can get
together as a team more in order
to play better. The lack of experience of playing in front of big
crowds is my biggest concern.”
The five returning players—seniors Alex Lehmann,
Louis Vacca, Reid Horton, Alex
Johnson, and junior Jake McCullar—are adapting to the new
team. With all last year’s seniors
graduated, they are leaders now.
“Last year, the entire starting lineup was full of returning

photo | Louis Barnes

which I didn’t think would be
a problem,” said O’Connell. “At
my other spots, it seemed easier
and relations between me and
the kids were formed quicker.
The new players are definitely
trying to figure me out and the
other kids out. The kids work
incredibly hard, and I guess that
it’s taking a bit longer to come
together than I expected.”
The five returners are especially used to Martel’s coaching.
But now with Martel gone, the
returning players are adapting
to this new way to play.
“I think he’s doing great,”
said Lehmann. “He’s really
pushing us at practice and
coaching us to be the best team
that we can be.”
As the team starts regu-

continued on page 11

Cross country team starts strong
with six of seven varsity returning
BY Justin Koesterer, Peter
Labarge
SPORTS EDITOR, REPORTER

T

Sansone in Mexico.

photo | courtesy of USA Rugby South Twitter

he Saint Louis U. High
cross country team returns six of seven varsity runners, following a disappointing 2017 season finale, 10th
place finish at the State meet.
Although the only departing
senior was Paul Burka, who
placed 25th and claimed the
last All-State spot at last fall’s
state meet, the team readies
for a long-awaited season.
SLUH has much to
look forward to this season.
Led by six returning runners

from last year’s top seven and
head coach Joe Porter, the
cross country program emphasizes its bottom-up structure—that the team is built on
support, and that each runner,
if he takes the program and
its values seriously, can make
serious improvements to his
running, and his life outside
the program. SLUH cross
country has had a tradition of
excellence, winning back-toback state championships in
2012 and 2013.
The little things do
count in the sport: getting
enough sleep, drinking lots

of water throughout the day,
stretching properly, eating
healthy, and not drinking
soda all play roles in the development of a runner, both
mentally and physically. Because of its long, arduous
races, cross country is just
as much a psychological and
mental competition as it is
physical; it tests the reaction
to pain, and who can handle
it best.
A cross country race is
usually a 5-kilometer (3.1
mile) race, and finishers get
a number according to the

continued on page 10

Football
starts off
season with
Jamboree,
then against
Battle
BY Nick Prainito
Staff

T

he St. Louis U. High football program began its
season last Friday with a couple
of practice scrimmages. The
varsity team traveled to Washington, Mo. to play in a series
of short games at Washington
High School. Three high school
teams competed in a seasonopening jamboree: SLUH,
Washington, and St. Francis
Borgia. The varsity team officially kicks off its season tonight
in the annual Running of the
Bills game, against Battle High
School.
Rather than full-length
games, the three schools involved played half-hour short
scrimmages, in which offenses were given 18 successive
snaps from the line of scrimmage. After one team used its
18 possessions, they switched
sides. Though the Jr. Bills fell
to Washington and Borgia, the
losses are not counted in the
record as the jamboree is a preseason tournament.
“Our goal is at the end of
the week on Friday at 10 o’clock,
we hope to be 1-0,” said head
coach Mike Jones on his hopes
for the varsity team this year.
Prior to the jamboree last
Friday, several of the varsity
team players were suspended
from play last week for disciplinary reasons. As such, many
JV athletes got a chance to play.
Though they failed to score in
both scrimmages, the Jr. Bills’
offense managed to work its
way deep into Borgia’s territory a few times during the first
scrimmage.
But turnovers and defense would be SLUH’s downfall. Both opponents won 7-0
and were able to poke holes in
SLUH’s defensive line, pulling
off several large rushes. In addition, an interception thrown
late in the second game against
Washington put a halt to perhaps the best chance to score
for the Jr. Bills.
Looking forward to the
rest of the season, the Jr. Bills
have a dual-threat offense, with
quarterback Kellen Porter and
running back Milo Wilson
leading the way. Junior running back Cam Clay will also
be an asset this year, as he made
a couple of exciting rushes last
week. Porter averaged 24.8
yards per return in kickoff and
punt return spots last year.
Although he mainly called
a mixture of passing and running plays last Friday, Jones
believes that the offense will
be strongly running-based this
year.
“We always want to be

continued on page 10
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XC team excels at Alumni Race;
Swimming dives into season after positive outlook despite injury
second-place state finish last year
Nicholas Dalaviras
and Joe Feder
Reporters
BY

I

n the early morning of
Aug. 6, the St. Louis U.
High swim and dive team
gathered for its first practice
in the Forest Park Community College Natatorium,
eager to dive into the 2018
season. In the wake of last
year’s nearly perfect season,
this year’s team is looking to
build upon its second place
finish at the MSHSAA State

already ranked among the
top swimmers in the state in
the 100 Backstroke and the
200 Individual Medley.
In addition to the raw
natural talent of these new
and returning swimmers,
three months of Ehret’s brutal training regime should be
enough to push the team past
its goal of 17 individual state
qualifiers by November.
In the deep end of the
pool, the divers have been
pulling together a stellar

The swimming “White Team” on Saturday.

Championship meet with a
new state title, which would
be SLUH’s first since 2003.
In addition to the subpar air quality in the Natatorium, which caused several
lung issues and epidemics
of coughing, the Swimbills
faced the added chaos of
having nearly 50 swimmers
on the pool deck for the first
week of tryouts, nearly half of
whom were incoming freshmen. Due to the historically
large number of athletes, this
year was the first year that
head coach Lindsey Ehret
was forced to make cuts since
she took the reins of the swim
team four years ago. Each returning member of the team
was advised to train over the
summer and to stay in shape.
“I think that a lot of people contributed to their own
improvement because they
really tried over the summer,”
said Ehret. “It really helps us
start on a fast foot.”
However, with the season beginning a week later
than it has in previous years,
the team has lost a week of
practices.
“There’s some adjustments. We normally have
two weeks of training before
school starts. But we’re fast,
(and) we’re deep,” said Ehret.
Despite having lost several seniors who were integral to the success of the
team last year, SLUH has
ten State qualifying swimmers and divers returning
this year, along with several
swimmers who barely missed
the cut last year.
But perhaps the key to
the success of the swim and
dive team will be the presence
of several outstanding freshmen: Connor Buehring, Ned
Mehmeti, Jonas Hostetler,
and Cooper Scharff, who is

team as well, growing from
just a few divers in the early
days of tryouts to a current
total of six people. This is
much larger than the teams
of previous years.
Leading this group,
which includes a mixture of
new and experienced divers,
are junior brothers Gabe and
Max Manalang, who, after
qualifying for State last year,
spent the summer diving.
This bodes well for the entire
team, as points from diving
are often crucial in invitationals and the state championship meet since they contribute to the overall score.
Still, such a large team,
when coupled with just one
diving board, has led to some
unique problems.
“It’s very crowded,” said
sophomore Theo Stephens,
the final returning member
of the squad. “We’re all having fun, but our practice
times are just reduced.”
After just two weeks of
training together, the team
was split apart into two separate teams for the annual Blue
and White Week. This week
featured several fun events
in which the Blue Team, captained by seniors Joe Feder
and Will Slatin, faced off
against the White Team, captained by seniors Daniel Fink
and Jarrett Schneider. The
friendly competition began
with an intrasquad meet this
past Saturday.
“I was happy with the
meet, and we’ve had some
state qualifying times already,” said Ehret. “But having it after the Back to School
Mixer was maybe a challenge.”
Even though several
swimmers got as little as
two hours of sleep the night
before, the meet served the

(continued from page 9)

runners’ numbers are counted
and the team with the lowest
score wins.
SLUH has run one informal race, the annual alumni
race, which is held at the SLUH
track. Competitors run two
miles; the students compete
against alumni. The trophy this
year went to Matt Lawder, ’07.
Although four runners on the
current team were with him at
the mile marker, Lawder slowly
pulled away from junior Lucas
Rackers and senior Patrick Hetlage, eventually taking the gold
with a 9:42 for two miles, edging
Rackers by two seconds. Hetlage
came in second for the students,
and third overall at 9:52. Junior
Noah Scott crossed next, in
10:03, and senior Reed Milnor
took the students’ fourth spot
at 10:21. Senior Chris Staley,
rounding out the scoring and
sealing victory for the students,
finished fifth for the student Junior Bills, running 10:35 for two
miles.
With the departure of Paul
Burka to Purdue, and a tibial injury to junior Adam Mittendorf,
a second spot has opened on the
varsity squad. Mittendorf’s cross
training has come in the form of
aqua jogging, which is exactly
what it sounds like, jogging in
water. Mittendorf’s injury will
photo | Daniel Fink
see him gone for at least the next
swimmer grabs a Starburst couple of weeks.
out of a bag, with each color
“We’re optimistic. We
corresponding to a different
stroke. However, the most
exciting event of the week
was beach volleyball, which
saw several members of the
Swim and Dive team strug- (continued from page 9)
gling to compete in a land more of a heavy run team,” said
sport.
Jones, who noted that running
“I think that our pas- plays comprise 65 percent, on
sion and zealous for volley- average, of plays in football.
ball will translate to mak- Jones also mentioned that a
ing state,” said junior Josh strong running game could imBrown, a proud member of prove the passing game as well.
the Blue team.
“If we are successful runMany swimmers have ning the football, then that
been carried away by love for sets up our passing game,” said
their team and the desire to Jones.
win the rubber ducks that are
The defense will be a team
bestowed upon the overall effort and will be critical to the
victors from the week. Ul- success of the Jr. Bills this fall, as
timately, that passion is the Jones mentioned that the they
point of this week.
would be playing with an ag“(Blue and White Week) gressive style.
is really fun because it shows
“We’re an attacking deour team spirit and camara- fense. We won’t be sitting back
derie in trying to win,” said and reacting,” said Jones.
junior Jordan Smith.
Jones was quick to point
Looking forward to the out that this wouldn’t necessarweeks ahead, the team is ex- ily become a blitzing defense.
cited for the conclusion of
A gap-control defense is
Blue and White Week, which Jones’ defensive vision for a
will take the form of an open running play. For example, the
water swim at Lake St. Louis. Jr. Bills would open a gap in the
The Swim and Dive team will
also be continuing on with its
regular practice routine until
the competition season begins next Friday with a home
meet against Francis Howell
Central.
“The waters are still. In
the distance, though, a commotion: the waves are churning,” said one of last year’s
captains, John Burke, ’18. “Is
it a school of piranhas, getting ready to feast? Basically.
The SLUH Swim and Dive
team is coming, hungrier
than ever for some big wins.”
valuable purpose of introducing the freshmen to the
fast-paced nature of a high
school dual meet, as well as
helping others learn how to
swim tired.
In addition to the Blue
and White Meet, the two
teams face off after each practice for a fun relay. The relay
ranges from the underwater
relay, where each team member has to swim a length of
the pool underwater, to the
Starburst relay, where each

The lead pack at the Alumni Race.

know we’re still ten and a half
weeks from the state meet and
nine weeks from the Findley
meet, which is our last freshman and JV invitational. A lot
of racing to go. Based off of the
alumni results and based off of
the workout results that we’ve
seen so far, we’re pretty optimistic about what this team can do,”
said Porter.
Although Mittendorf will
miss the first couple of meets,
Porter isn’t worried in the slightest. When asked how Mittendorf’s injury would affect the
team, Porter cooly responded,
“Pretty minimal. If you’re going
to get injured, getting injured in
the preseason over the summer

photo | Mr. Jim Hetlage

where we can crosstrain him,
we’re talking about Adam potentially only missing one race
out of the whole season because
of his injury. We’re not going to
race him; we’re going to be smart
with bringing him along in the
best way we can. But in terms of
his impact, Adam’s been really
diligent about aqua jogging and
riding the bike and cross training, keeping his fitness level as
high as it’s been.”
The first race of the season
is for freshmen and sophomores
only, the O’Fallon Futures Invitational. The first all-team race
will be held at Granite City, on
the Saturday of Labor Day weekend, on Sept. 3.

Football seeks winning start to
season at Running of the Bills
defensive line, allowing the opposing team’s running back to
cut through what would seem
to be an opening, only to be
tackled by a waiting gap-control defender.
Tonight the Jr. Bills play
the Battle High School Spartans from Jefferson City at 7
P.M. at SLUH. Minutes after
opening kickoff, 250 screaming
freshman will give the stadium
a burst of school spirit as they
get “baptized in blue.” Jones will
begin his second regular season
at the helm of the SLUH football program with a tough test,
facing a program that went 6-3
last season and advanced fairly
deep into the State Tournament.
With the start of the season, the Jr. Bills are hoping to
improve from their 3-6 record
last year. SLUH will be playing nine games this season, as
in years past, and five of those
nine are at home. The Jr. Bills

The football team at practice Thursday.

will be taking on all of their
Metro Catholic Conference
(MCC) rivals this season—
Chaminade, De Smet, CBC,
and St. John Vianney. After
tonight, they play next Friday
night at Ladue Horton-Watkins
High School.
“They’re all going to be
good games,” said sophomore
slot receiver Charlie Albus.
Speaking about what
needs to improve from last Friday to tonight, Jones noted the
mental aspect of the game, saying that there were some mental errors made last week that
would be relatively easy to fix,
such as moving too early on a
play.
“Keep the same intensity,
we should be fine,” mentioned
Jones. “I thought we tackled
well and played with great energy.”

photo | Louis Barnes
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SLUH community works at and watches
District loss in 2018 opener against
PGA Championship at Bellerive

Chaminade on Saturday

BY Jimmy
REPORTER

Stanley

I

n early August Bellerive
Country Club hosted the
PGA championship in Creve
Coeur. Bellerive is just the
third American golf course
to hold all four of the major
championships (U.S. Open,
PGA Championship, U.S.
Senior Open, Senior PGA
Championship). This event
created a buzz over the St.
Louis U. High community
and the Saint Louis area, with
many attending the event and
working it.
The Championship was
full of exciting moments from
golfers all over the world, and
many people in the SLUH
community saw them live.
Several SLUH juniors and seniors worked at the event in
various ways, such as working
parking lots and tending to
scoreboards.
Junior Trey Lyons worked
on holes 3 and 11, putting up
the names of players and their
scores.
“It didn’t feel like work. It
was a lot of fun watching good
golf with people who love the
game just as much as I do,” he
said.
“My favorite moment
from the week was when I
got to put my last name under
Tiger’s (Woods) on the scoreboard. It has been a dream
of mine to one day play with
those types of big names, and
it was cool seeing my name
being up there with them,” Ly-

ons said.
Senior Henry Wagner
worked the same job but he
walked with the players along
the fairway.
“It was an unforgettable
experience,” Wagner said.
“My job was called a ‘junior
standard bearer.’ Basically,
we would walk with the players on the course holding up
an aluminum sign with their
name and score. It was a blast.
My favorite moment was after
one of my rounds when I was
walking back to the volunteer headquarters. We had to
cross over this bridge above
the pedestrians and everyone
started screaming “BIG CAT!”
I turned around and Tiger
Woods was a foot behind me.
It was awesome.”
Junior Owen Tucker
worked on the street from early morning to midday during
the event and got to see the
huge crowds of people attending the event. Of course, he
had to find time to be a SLUH
student too.
“My favorite thing about
the week was finishing up my
summer reading books while
working,” said Tucker.
Florida native Brooks
Koepka took the championship, but all eyes were on
42-year old Tiger Woods. Tiger shot his career high this
outing, but fell short of the
Championship by two strokes.
“Tiger is back,” senior
Jacob Reznikov said of his
favorite childhood player. “I

saw the old Tiger that I knew
when I was little, and, not only
did I get to watch it, I witnessed it.”
The city of St. Louis has
been largely affected by this
event too and many people
from the SLUH community
were very excited to see a positive impact. Campus Ministry director Stephen Deves attended the championship day
on Sunday.
“What was so cool about
the event for me was to see
the city come together,” Deves
remarked. As a sports fan,
Deves loves attending any
event he can.
“You get to watch professionals play their sport live,
who are the best at what they
do and live so passionately for
it,” Deves said.
Theology teacher Dick
Wehner, a long-time sports
fan, said, “I believe Saint Louis
has an inferiority complex,
and it was great from an economic and public relations
standpoint.”
Wehner, as well as many
well-respected people in the
area, has remarked on the
sports fans in the area and
about how they always will
show up.
“Saint Louis is a sports
city,” Wehner said. “I don’t
know what else could show
that.”

(continued from page 9)

-lar season games on Saturday,
the one goal is to make it as far
as possible come playoffs, and
October. By doing so, the team
will have to face some of the
best teams both in and out of the
state.
“I think we are just trying to
improve as a group ultimately,”
said O’Connell. “Every game on
the schedule is just preparation
for districts, and our schedule
is really hard. We play the best
public schools and obviously
the MCC schools. Regardless of
what the record says, I just hope
we’re all are playing well and are
healthy in October.”
The boys on the pitch will
be kicking off the season against
Chaminade this Saturday at
noon. After beating Chaminade
in the season opener 1-0 last
year, the two played again in districts with the final score of 1-0,
only with SLUH on the losing
side that time.
“I don’t think this will be an
issue because we are hungry and
ready for Chami,” said Lehm-

art | Jack Colvin

ann.

game in a long series of games
to help us prepare for October
and districts,” said O’Connell. “
I think the pressure is high for
both teams and it’s a good test to
see how good we really are.”

39.“You” in French
40. Not the floor
42. Another word for mother
44. Count Olaf’s girlfriend
46. Not pale
47. A famous brand of storebought ice cream
49. Honest American President
51. Do Not Resuscitate
52. A shallow body of water
home to a diverse ecosystem
54. Music played by the radio
station 103.3
56. To communicate with someone, you can call them or you
can do this
57. When you’re shouting over
text, you type in all this
Down
1. Two, too, and
2. The Muslim equivalent of a
priest
3. A city in southeast Spain
4. Summer in French
5. Colonel Sander’s restaurant
6. Inuit homes
7. National Hockey League Players
8. Georgia
9. Short for Tobias
11. Not any
13. A gaming console that came
out in 2006

16. Scout’s dad
17. LeBron’s old home
18. everything
20. the wealth and resources of a
country
23. The first initials of a soccer
club in Rome
24. The most famous sports
gaming company
27. 5-epiaristolochene 1,3-dihydroxylase
29. A rejection of God’s grace
33. An old refrigerator
34.“The” in French
35. A slang term meaning good
36. A sharp metal object
37. Not out
38. A list of items to be discussed
at a formal meeting
39. To give information to somebody
41. Lacrosse
43. Questions
45. Another name for a wizard
48. Not drop
50. Greek National Tourism
Agency
51. In gaming, downloadable
content
53. The internet domain address
for Austria
55. Germany’s “IT”

While SLUH students’
blood is hot. The team hopes to
show the Red Devils what they
are capable of, they are preparing for the game as any other
regular game.
“I just see it as another

Spring Sports
Wrap-Up
Volleyball
After a disappointing loss to the Lafayette Lancers in the state finals two years
ago, the members of the SLUH varsity volleyball team resolved not to lose the state
championship again. They didn’t. The
Jr. Bills capped off a perfect 33-0 season
under the leadership of Jeff Cheak and a
core group of senior stars that included
captains Ryan Whealen and Kyle Cohan
and Matt Coplen, Nathan Langhauser,
and Jack McGrail.
Former senior Ryan Whealan, now
at New York University, was named STLToday’s Boys Volleyball Player of the Year.
The setter averaged 9.64 assists per game,
leading the Jr. Bills to a state championship, even without its number one outside
hitter, Dalton Ennis, who was sidelined
with an injury the entire season. Ennis
will return for his senior season, and is
looking to play past high school. Expectations for the Jr. Bills next season couldn’t
be higher.

Track & Field
Every year, the St. Louis U. High
Track and Field sends its best athletes to
the state track and field meet in Jefferson

City, to compete against other top athletes
from Missouri. SLUH was represented by
then seniors Daniel McMurran, Paul Burka,
and Trevor Jones; then juniors Chuck Perry
and Patrick Hetlage; and sophomore Lazarus
Williams.
Jones placed 16th in the javelin throw,
throwing a total distance of 137 feet. McMurran cleared 6 feet 4 inches, besting his previous state attempt by five inches. He took 12th
in the event.
SLUH has historically had good depth
in the long-distance running field, producing
top runners like Tim Rackers, who recently
placed 16th in the country for a 5K run. Last
spring was no different, as SLUH produced
one of their finest distance runners in Williams. Williams ran in the Junior Olympics
last year in New Mexico. He ran a jaw-dropping 1:55.60 in the half-mile final, placing
third behind Martin Strong of Kirkwood
High School and Jack Warner of Staley High
School, and ran a personal record.
Williams also stuck around to assist Paul
Burka, Chuck Perry and Patrick Hetlage in
their 4x800 quest. The team took third, racing 7:51.40, behind perennial track powerhouses Kirkwood and Lafayette (Wildwood).
With Burka the only one from the quartet departing, the half-milers, as well as the SLUH
track team, should be entertaining to watch
in the coming year.

Two spring sports finished their seasons after the 82nd volume of the Prep News had
concluded, one winning a state title and another sending multiple events to state.
- compiled by Justin Koesterer

Across
1. The indefinite continued progress of existence and events that
occur in apparently irreversible
succession from the past through
the present to the future
5. A queen’s husband
9. Bob on VeggieTales
10. Someone from Afghanistan
12. A type of beer common in
England
14. Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia
15. Roll Tide
17. The US spy agency
19. Not closed
21. YouTube
22. The famous scientist who
said the earth isn’t the center of
the universe
25. The time since the year 0,
the Common Era
26. To make fun of something
in a playful way
28. Cowboys use this to corral
things
30. A type of car driven by
hamsters
31. Another name for a hotel
32. Laid back
36. The favorite instrument of
Mozart

crossword | Kevin Dunne
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Signs in Windows
The signs that have appeared
in most windows around
SLUH are an addition to the
security push which started
back in 2017 with the implementation of lanyards. The
signs serve a dual purpose:
making sure visitors go
through the proper channels
in order to enter the school,
and labelling outward facing
rooms of the school to aid law
enforcement in identifying
rooms in case of an emergency or fire.

alarm. Some thought it was a
joke, but it wasn’t. Ducts contaminated with dust triggered
the alarm from a construction
project, calling in the fire department. According to Principal Ian Gibbons, S.J, it was
a good learning experience
and a good reaction to the fire
alarm. This is the first time
the fire alarm has gone off this
year.

AMDG Parent Meetings
AMDG is a program which
helps parents and other members of the SLUH community
Fire Alarm Mishap
learn about Ignatian SpiriBefore school Wednesday, tuality. Guests last year were
students were surprised by invited to a Mass and then a
the shrill screams of the fire discussion with a guest speak-

Calendar

AMDG

Friday, August 24

Regular Schedule
AP
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Fujitas
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
3:00PM Freshman Fun Day
7:00PM V Football vs Battle
Running of the Bills

Saturday, August 25

9:00AM C Soccer @ Chaminade
10:30AM B Soccer @ Chaminade
12:00
V Soccer @ Chaminade

Monday, August 27
er about chapters of the book are encouraged to attend.
“What is Ignatian Spirituality?” The first meeting of the
—Compiled by Justin
year will take place on Friday, Koesterer and Sam Nieder
Aug. 30, beginning with Mass
at 5:30. The discussion afterward will be headed by the
Rev. Chris Collins, S.J. Family
members of SLUH students

The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee Cast

AP

Snack—Bosco Stick
Senior Advisor Meeting
Lunch Special—Pizza Grilled Cheese
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
5:00PM B Football vs Battle

Regular Schedule

Tuesday, August 28

Regular Schedule
Snack—Mini Taco
Freshman Advisement
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
4:00PM C Soccer @ Fort Zumwalt South
5:30PM Alumni Board Meeting
6:00PM V Soccer vs Marquette
AP

Wednesday, August 29

Regular Schedule
Snack—Chicken Bites
Activities Fair
Lunch Special—Hot HAM & Cheese
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
4:00PM Futures Cross Country (B,C) @ O’Fallon
AP

Jimmy Wolfe: Chip Tolentino
MaClean Blanner: Logainne Schwartzandbrugenniere

Thursday, August 30

Alex Bollini: Leaf Coneybear

AP

Snack—Pizza Stick
1818 Registration
Lunch Special—Bellacinos
Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes
4:00PM B Soccer @ MICDS
5:30PM C Soccer @ MICDS
AMDG Parent Spirituality

Patrick Blanner: William Barfee
Claire Conway: Marcy Park
Isabel Garcia: Olive Ostrovsky

Regular Schedule

Friday, August 31

Gabby Anderson: Rona Lisa Perretti/ Olive’s Mom

AP

Tommy Hoffman: Vice Principal Douglas Panch

lunch

Daniel Gatewood: Mitch Mahoney/ Olive’s Dad

4:15PM
4:30PM
7:00PM

Fitz Cain: Carl Brubenierre

Regular Schedule
Snack—Chicken Rings
Senior Class Mass
Special—Smokie Beef Brisket
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
Swinning & Diving vs Francis Howel Central
V Soccer vs Springfield Glendale
V Football vs Ladue HW

Sam Guillemette: Dan Schwarz
Andrew Normington: Jesus Christ
calendar | Ben Klevorn
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