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A

lthough the Bicentennial
officially ends on Nov.
16, one aspect of it will continue into the spring of 2019:
the Women of SLUH project.
A brainchild of Tim Rodgers,
’71, the project will include a
painting painted over a photo
collage designed and created
by SLUH art teacher Sean
Powers and will aim to recognize the work that women
have done for SLUH in its
past two centuries.
“I would just say that the
role of women in the history of
SLUH is extremely, extremely
important,” said Director of
Communications Ben DuMont, who is helping to coordinate the project. “All of our
moms make sacrifices for us to
attend here. Some people say it’s
the mothers who really run the
school. I think people say that
because there’s some truth to it.”
“Without mothers, there’s
no men for others,” said Rodgers. “Beyond that, the role for
women at this particular school
is extraordinary. So it’s really to
acknowledge that women have
played an extraordinary role at
SLUH, probably more so than
most places.”
One specific group that
Rodgers acknowledged was
the Mothers’ Club, which plans
many events each year, namely
Cashbah, SLUH’s annual fundraiser auction.
The women who are nominated for the Women of SLUH
project are recognized for their
contribution to the SLUH community. Nominees range from
Anna Backer, the primary
donor of the SLUH Oakland
Avenue campus, to past and
preset female board members
and teachers, and even current
SLUH moms. The nominees
span many generations. One
nominee is Joyce Walsh, a past
Board of Trustees and Advancement Team member and previous SLUH mother.
“Well certainly it’s an hon-
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Gilbert (left) coaching against Ladue last spring.
BY Liam John
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ealth teacher and nurse
Scott Gilbert announced
his retirement as varsity golf
coach at the beginning of the
season last year. The Athletic
Department announced his
replacements on Tuesday:
Dan Reardon, who has been
immersed in the St. Louis golf
atmosphere for years, will take
over as varsity head coach,

and Ryan Higgins, an active player and previous high
school coach, will become the
assistant varsity coach and
head JV coach.
Gilbert decided to step
down to spend more time
with his family, while his two
children grow up.
“I think there are many
reasons why people change
and move on. There were
many decisions which made

photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

my stepping down what it
was. The biggest thing was
my kids,” said Gilbert. “My
daughter is 11 and my son is
six. They are very active and
very involved. It was very
important to me to step in at
this time of their lives and be a
part of that.”
Prior to coaching golf,
Gilbert coached B-baseball
for 13 years. Then for seven
years, he coached golf. He

changed the golf program in
terms of schedule and team
appearance, started offseason
practices, out of town trips,
and camps.
Gilbert believes that
coaching impacted his life in
ways that can’t be expressed
just in records.
“I think when it’s all said
and done, obviously everyone
wants to win and be success-

continued on page 4

Smash Club smashes officially; hopes to gain
recognition and more members
BY Sam Tarter and Matthew Thibodeau
REPORTERS		

I

n its second year at St.
Louis U. High, the SLUH
Smash Club continues to attract students to its weekly
meetings. Members play
the well-known video game
Super Smash Bros. in a laidback setting on Fridays.
Last Friday, SLUH Smash
Club hosted its first official
tournament, sponsored by a
professional Smash League
based in St. Louis.
Since its creation last
year, Smash Club has grown
rapidly, usually attracting
roughly 30 students to an
average Friday meeting.
“When I first started
attending back during my
first week of freshman year,
it was just a couple people
and a Wii U, and only a few
people could play at a time
so it was more talking than
playing, but as it evolved
continued on page 4 more people started get-
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Two students enjoying a good game of Smash Bros.

ting involved and bringing
their own consoles to ensure more people to play
and have a good time,” said
sophomore Nick O’Connor.
“This year, especially with
all the new freshmen coming in, there’s more people
to help out and make sure

News

Kino Border speaker
Joanna Williams of the Kino
Border initiative visited SLUH to
discuss border control and help
humanize those affected by the
issue. Page 2

News

Staycation visits Arch
A gateway to fun: Staycation
©2018 St. Louis University High Club makes its first outing of the
School Prep News. No material may year. Page 2
be reprinted without the permission
of the editors and moderator.
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everyone has a fun time.”
Students work together
to supply necessary equipment for roughly 30 members to play. Club sessions
provide a SLUH student
with an opportunity to relax after a busy school week.
“Basically, we just

Opinion

structure the meetings as
general hangouts. So, what
happens is, every Friday
after school, we’ll all meet
in J124 and get a bunch of
setups started and have a
bunch of people playing Super Smash Bros for a couple

continued on page 4
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Commentary addresses students’
habit of leaving trash around the
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Straight outta CYC, the underclassmen fall sports teams have
been tearing up their opponents.
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Swim and dive
The swim and dive team ain’t no
guppies, they sharks. The team
secures two more dubs at CoMo
invitational and dual meet at
Parkway Central. Page 5

Preseason hockey
Chilly? Sure. Packed student
sections? Of course. Nailbiters?
Check. State winners? Defending
champs. SLUH hockey kicks off
the preseason. Page 8

s SLUH like Georgetown
Prep?”
This question, which
was posed by the parent
of a prospective student
to a current SLUH parent,
was asked in the context
of the sexual allegations
against Associate Justice of
the United States Supreme
Court Brett Kavanaugh,
who attended Georgetown
Preparatory School from
1979 to 1983. Kavanaugh
has been accused of sexually assaulting multiple women while he was a student at
Georgetown Prep.
Georgetown Prep is
a Jesuit, Catholic, all boys
private school in Bethesda, Md., a wealthy suburb
of Washington D.C. The
school is known for its elite
status and academic rigor.
Its tuition ranges from
$37,000 to $60,000, and 100
percent of its graduates go
on to attend four year universities. Prep’s elite status
is only magnified by its 26
percent acceptance rate and
enrollment of about 500
students.
Because of the allegations against Kavanaugh,
many have come to view
Georgetown Prep as a place
where wealthy young men
go to excel academically
while basking in their arrogance and party lifestyle.
The image now presented of
the school on social media
and various news outlets is
one of recklessness, illegal
conduct, and lack of respect
for women. A common
phrase in the news recently
surrounding Georgetown
has been, “What happens at
Prep stays at Prep.”
The question posed by
the prospective SLUH parent cuts directly to the core
of our culture; it asks us if
we really are who we profess
to be: are students at SLUH

continued on page 3
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Campus Ministry and Men for Life co-host Joanna Williams from KBI
to humanize the issue of immigration
BY Ben Klevorn and Johno
Jackson
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

J

oanna Williams, Director
of Education and Advocacy
at the Kino Border Initiative,
gave a heartfelt testimony
to nearly 80 students at a
joint Campus Ministry-Men
for Life Club event this past
Tuesday. She spoke about
protecting human dignity
at the border, specifically issues of immigration and how
migrants are affected by economic marginalization, violence, and United States immigration policy.
Williams has worked at
the Kino Border Initiative
(KBI) for the past five years.
KBI is a binational Catholic
organization working with
migrants at the border. Their
mission is “to help make humane, just, workable migration between the U.S. and
Mexico a reality.” Williams
has worked with St. Louis U.
High in coordinating the annual spring break immersion
trip to the Nogales, Ariz. and
Nogales, Sonora Mexicobased site, and was brought to
St. Louis by St. Louis University as part of their weeklong
events series celebrating the

life, legacy, and canonization
of Oscar Romero, which will
happen this Sunday, Oct. 14.
“She’s an expert both
on the issues of the migrants
at the border, but also of US
policy and how the policies
affect people and also how the
policies have changed,” said
Director of Campus Ministry
Joseph Hill, S.J., who has gotten to know Williams through
his work with the immersion
trip the past two years.
Often times, immigrants’
lives are in danger as they try
to escape issues like poverty,
domestic violence, and extortion while migrating to the
United States.
“For us, the key word
that we use is humanize,” said
Williams. “That’s listening to
the voices of the people who
have been affected by (immigration issues).”
Williams explained how
and why migrants cross the
border illegally. Crossing illegally is a risky trek through
harsh, uninhabited desert,
often with the help of human
smugglers. To enter legally
requires a court-sanctioned
asylum claim (four percent
approval rate), sponsorship
by a current U.S. citizen (a

process backlogged 25 years),
or an H-1B visa (reserved for
highly skilled or highly educated workers and students).
For those fleeing violence and
extreme poverty in Mexico
and Central America, it seems
their only chance at a bet-

more remote parts of the desert,” said Williams. “What that
leads to is many, many people
dying crossing the border.”
Williams also mentioned
how many families continue
to be broken up, despite the
end of the “zero tolerance pol-
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Joanna Wiliams speaking.

ter life is through the desert.
And recently, that means deep
into the desert; as security is
ramped up near populated
areas, migrants determined to
cross are forced to walk more
remote paths.
“Increased security has
forced those attempting to
cross the border illegally into

PN Puzzle
Crossword solutions can be found on the Prep News website under the Crossword menu.

icy,” because of complicated
circumstances such as birth
certificate credentials.
According to the United
Nations’ International Organization for Migration (IOM),
in 2017 the death toll on either
side of the border was 412, up
from 398 in 2016, in spite of
a 44 percent decline in appre-

BY Thom Molen and Sam
Guillemette
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Across

1. Super ___ Bros
4. Grapes of ___ (book).
7. American Express, shortened
9. Shortest wavelength of light
10. A fertile spot in the desert
where water is found
12. “The” in Spanish
13. What Mrs. Akin did at last
night’s choir concert
14. Woody from Toy Story has
this written on his boot
16. What comes first: the
chicken or _______
19. The feeling you get during
Spooky Season
21. Louis Armstrong is a famous _____ musician
23. What the swim team does
to its opponents

25. The period of play after
regulation
27. Best served with butter or
jelly
28. Food is best when it is
home ______
29. Chant by the Minnesota
Vikings
30. The Golden _____
31. Post Malone song; Too
______

SLUH
7. Apply this to a sunburn
8. What Fred from Scooby
Doo is known for
11. This state’s capital is Montgomery
14. What teenage boys wear
too much of
15. Brand of pizza SLUH
sometimes orders
17. Singular of Euchologies
18. Celebrity tabloid in Los
Angeles
20. Daytime Party
2. #18 on the Periodic Table of 21. Type of upscale car
elements
22. Apostle Simon was a
3. ___________ in Paradise _______
by Jimmy Buffett
24. Language spoken in Niger
5. The season that we are in
and Congo
6. This sport is defending 26. Talk to you later
Challenge Cup Champions at

Down

ticular story about a woman
who passed away from the
sweltering desert heat on a
two-week journey to cross the
border. When she got too sick
to move onward, her husband
left her to get help. She died
alone.
“In one sense, it’s the desert that kills people. But it’s

also policy,” said Williams.
Williams claims that the
United States is responsible
for protecting migrants. She
blames the U.S. for having a
“very significant role in creating these conditions” through
the buying of Latin American-made illegal drugs, inhumane policy, and supporting
right-wing dictatorships during the 1970s and ’80s in central America that destabilized
the region.
“She really touched on
the topic of humanizing the
issue of immigration, which
means putting faces to the
names and putting faces to
the issue and seeing that these
are people just like us going
through these issues,” said
president of the Men for Life
Club Reed Milnor. “It’s important to recognize that amidst
the politics and all that.”
Milnor sees immigration
and human migration as a
pro-life topic that his club was
excited to address.
“I thought it went really
well, the turnout was great,
and she really hit the topics
that we asked her to, and it
was awesome,” said Milnor.

Staycation takes in new Arch
grounds and Cajun food

The club at the Arch.

crossword | Jimmy Stanley and Matthew Thibodeau

hensions. The IOM maintains
that this data, especially data
collected from the south side
of the border, is incomplete
and could significantly underestimate the real number
of deaths.
Williams told one par-

S

t. Louis is often considered a big small town.
One club at St. Louis U. High
that tries to spread this belief
is the Staycation Club, which
recently went on a trip to
the city’s most recognizable
landmark, the Arch, then
went to dine on some New
Orleans cuisine at Sisters
City Cajun Restaurant.
The Staycation trip began with a visit to the new
Arch grounds, including the
brand new museum. The
museum boasts six themed
exhibits that detail the stories of Native Americans,
pioneers, and other people
who helped shape the Western United States into what it
is today. The group explored
the museum for a couple of
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hours and enjoyed what it
had to offer.
“We first went to the
Arch, and then we got to see
the new museum,” said freshman Bryon Haynes. “We had
an hour to explore, and we
all tried to learn at least three
new things about things like
how the evolution of St. Louis has affected all the different races and cultures.”
After visiting the Arch,
the group stayed downtown
to grab some grub at Sisters
City Cajun restaurant, where
they ate authentic Cajun
food and also got to hear
about the history of Cajun
culture from SLUH’s very
own Cajun, Michael Mohr,
S.J.
“The Cajuns had to live
in the grasslands and live off
of nothing,” said senior Kevin Dunne. “So they made this

new cuisine and survived off
of nothing.”
The group got to taste a
wide variety of Cajun dishes,
including gumbo and jambalaya, which all received the
seal of approval from Mohr.
“Growing up in Louisiana, I have pretty high standards about Louisiana food
outside of the state, but I was
pretty impressed with my
taste of the jambalaya which
was very authentic, and so
it led me to ask the question where are these people
from?” said Mohr. “Turns
out the owners were from
Houma, which is a south
Louisiana city I know well.”
The group also discussed a bit of St. Louis history, including what is referred to as “Three Flag Day,”
when the city changed hands
three times in one day.
“St. Louis went from
Spanish to French to American control in a short amount
of time before the Louisiana
purchase,” said Staycation
moderator Kevan Morshed.
The outing marks the
Staycation club’s second trip
of the year, on par with the
club’s stated goal of hosting
one outing per month.
The club includes several freshmen, which means
good things for the future of
the club and its successes.
“A lot of the guys are
freshmen, so I hope that
they form good connections
through it,” said Morshed.
Along with weekly
meetings, the club will
be planning more events
and trips in the upcoming
months.
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Commentary:
Commentary:
Picking up your trash: it’s not their Is SLUH like Georgetown Prep?
job, it’s yours
(continued from page 1)
else in the world, and we associated with their school
Brad Pike
STAFF

W

alking through the
Commons after lunch,
I scan the room to see many
workers cleaning up the trash
that litters the floor and tables,
and the chairs that remain unstacked.
I am a senior here at St.
Louis University High, and
through my three plus years
attending the school, I have
come to love some things and
despise others. I am consistently amazed by the student
body; and the amazing things
my peers have done, but one
of things that I am disappointed in is our tendency to leave
trash around the school.
Ever since my freshman
year, I have heard Dr. Kesterson ordering us to clean up
after ourselves and stack the
chairs, yet the room is still left
messy. At school events in the
Field House, I have noticed
the rows of bleachers full of
empty cups and fry boats after
people have left for their next
class. I have seen trays and
utensils scattered across hallways and sidewalks. I have often wondered why this might
be.
There are a couple of explanations that come to mind,
and they seem very plausible
in certain contexts. One theory is that people simply forget
to throw their trash away, as
I have undoubtedly done be-

fore, but this can be prevented
by keeping others accountable
for their things. Another theory is that people simply do
not care about throwing their
trash away. This is the one that
angers me. We are all blessed
with tremendous facilities
to enhance our high school
experience, and it is a shame
we taint them by leaving our
trash around. If we do not
clean up after ourselves, then
who will?
Here is the simple answer
to that: others who should
not have to. I have done work
grant every year throughout
my high school career. I have
worked under a few of the
environmental service and facilities workers at SLUH, and
I have gotten to know quite
a few of them very well. One
thing I have heard from students is that it is these workers’ job to throw trash away
for us. I can tell you one thing
for certain: it is NOT. Their
job is not to throw away our
empty lunch bags, and we
need to respect that. Leaving
extra trash on the floor and
tables adds extra work to their
busy days that should be spent
keeping the foliage around
our campus looking pristine
and our many classrooms and
facilities
spotless—keeping
our campus beautiful.
This quarter, I have
been doing work grant with
the outside crew. One of our

main tasks has been replacing
the trash bags by the faculty
parking lot. A main issue for
us has been cleaning up extra
trash and food that has been
scattered throughout the upper field that is adjacent to the
faculty lot. The workers in the
Grounds Department have
spent a lot of unnecessary
time cleaning up after others. They have wanted to give
us different jobs around the
school that involve landscaping and adding to the beauty
of the campus, but instead, we
have to forfeit this in order
to pick up scattered trash. It
is unfair and disrespectful to
the facilities and environmental service workers to have to
worry about this and hinder
them from doing their more
pressing tasks.
I know that we can do
better at respecting the members of our SLUH community. My intention here is not
to talk down on others or
call anyone out, but rather,
to bring attention to an issue
that I also sometimes contribute to. I hope we can live out
our Jesuit mission of being
men for others and look to
help each other in keeping our
school a clean, efficient, and
beautiful place of respect and
dignity for all.

Letter to the Editors:
Congrats to STUCO, Gilbert
To the editors:
Would like to congratulate STUCO, its officers, and Mrs. Menne and Mr. Mueller for a great
Spirit Week. By all accounts the Pep Rally was the first one held in over 3 years. Well done
STUCO, that’s the way it used to be.
TRADITION NEVER GRADUATES!!!!!!!
Also with him stepping down as golf coach in the spring I would like to congratulate Mr. Scott
Gilbert for his over 20 years of service to the athletic program as golf coach and B-team baseball
coach.
Mr. Richard Wehner
Theology

Drive for the Homeless
The annual drive for the
homeless, led by Meg
Beugg and senior pastoral team, begins Monday, Oct. 22 and concludes on Wednesday,
Oct. 31. Students will
receive a list of items,
including cash, toiletries, blankets, and underwear. The drive will
benefit Xavier Winter
Emergency Shelter at
the St. Louis University
art | Nick Koenig
College Church, St. Louis Winter Outreach, and the Queen
of Peace Center. Items should be brought to the old cafeteria.

arrogant, reckless, prone to
the party lifestyle?
On Monday, in his
Voices of SLUH essay that
was shared with the school,
my fellow editor Chris
Staley told a story about
overhearing a conversation
between several freshmen
about a female within the
SLUH community. The boys
objectified her and said that
“she was crazy hot,” and that

SLUH offers
an amazing
education to
young men
from all walks
of life, but men
of character are
not made simply
from intellectual
knowledge.
they “had the best view.”
Chris’s essay went on to discuss the validity of SLUH
students being labeled “Men
for others,” and how the
conversation he overheard
affected his understanding
of this motto at our school.
We are surrounded by
the ideals and messages
of Christianity at SLUH
through prayer twice a day,
the examen, weekly prayer
services, quarterly Mass,
and celebratory Masses on
various occasions throughout the school year, but after hearing a parent ask if
SLUH is like Georgetown
Prep and reading Chris’ essay, I began to realize how
often the student body at
SLUH struggles to practice
the faith that we proudly
proclaim to the world.
As students of St. Louis
U. High, we are told to be
religious, loving, and open
to growth, but I ask us to
consider how often have we
seen these phrases taken for
granted and left behind in
the dust of our arrogance
and confidence in our prep
school status and certainty
of success later in life.
I recently texted many
of my close friends that attend other schools, both
private all boys and girls
schools as well as public
schools. I asked them what
the popular image of SLU
High was at their school,
or what they themselves
thought of the students that
attend SLUH. Almost all
of the responses were the
same: “SLUH students are
very smart,” “they’re arrogant and think too highly
of themselves,” “SLUH is a
school for rich kids,” “they
like to party,” and “they embrace the stereotype of students at prep schools.”
These responses disappointed me, but they did
not surprise me. Too often,
my classmates and I embrace the attitude that we
are better than everyone

disrespect those around us.
When Dr. Kesterson has to
consistently remind us to
clean up our trash in the
Commons, we arrogantly
assume other members of
our community will clean
up our garbage for us. Kids
vape in the bathroom—the
James Dean rejection of authority by lighting up a cigarette has gone digital, but
the flippancy and juvenility
is the same. These small sins
all point towards the truly
pernicious and systemic attitudes in our student body:
female teachers and members of our community are
consistently objectified and
talked about in disrespectful ways by students.
During a meeting for
Blue Crew, the spirit team
for SLUH, Dr. Kesteron told
us that he would not tolerate
inappropriate chants that
made fun of or singled out
other teams’ players, yet in
the football game against St.
John Vianney High School,
when we thought no faculty
members or administrators
would notice, my fellow
Blue Crew members and I
led a chant directly attacking a player on the opposing
team.
The common response
from most students and
even adults is that the attitudes presented earlier
in this commentary are
bound to happen in all high
schools, regardless of the
institution’s religious affiliation. High school boys
are bound to drink, smoke,
vape, sexualize and objectify women, disrespect students from other schools,
and be reckless, according
to some, but if we as SLUH
students are going to embrace the idea that we are
somehow different from
the rest of the world, then
we must hold ourselves to
a higher standard. If we really want to rise above the
norms of society and be
men for others, we need to
embrace the life of character
that those in power at SLUH
promote for us.
SLUH offers an amazing education to young men
from all walks of life, but
men of character are not
made simply from intellectual knowledge. Men of
character embrace a much
deeper attitude that is loving, open to growth, and religious. Men that are simply
educated have the tools necessary to help themselves,
but men that are spiritually
mature can live for others.
I believe all of us struggle with arrogance, wrongful pride, and sin in different ways. My hope is that I
have been able to help you
identify ways you can further embrace love in your
own life, not judge you for
being “good” or “bad.”
Similarly, I am sure
there are many students at
Georgetown Prep who are
loving, kind, and do not entirely capture the attitudes

by the media.
The students of SLUH
neither entirely embody
nor prove the stereotype
of Georgetown Prep that is
portrayed by social media
and various news outlets.
There are many times when
I see a collection of young
men striving to love and to
serve this world, but there
are many more times when
I see a rejection of love in
favor of arrogance and not
caring about fellow humans.
As a senior, I know
what makes St. Louis U.
High an amazing place for
young men to grow spiritually and intellectually, but I
also see on a day-to-day basis the flaws that we include
in our identity. We score
36’s on our ACT’s, win state
hockey championships, and
go on to attend competitive
and highly selective universities, but these achievements too often come with
unnecessary baggage. We
conflate confidence and
pride for our service in the
community, our prowess in
classroom, or our success on
the athletic field, with that
other kind of pride, the kind
that goes before the fall. We
falsely believe that the two
go hand in hand, but the
truth is that neither can live

As students of St.
Louis U. High,
we are told to
be religious,
loving, and open
to growth, but I
ask us to consider
how often have
we seen these
phrases taken
for granted and
left behind in
the dust of our
arrogance and
confidence in our
prep school status
and certainty of
success later in
life.
while the other survives.
Our status as a community should not be defined
by what popular culture tells
us we should be striving for.
We do not need to party on
the weekends, mock other
schools, or objectify women
to be a reputable institution.
We define our status by how
we live, rather than how arrogantly we narrate our own
lives. I hope you can join me
in seeing exactly what make
this school so great, rather
than continuing to embrace
the values that inhibit our
growth.
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Higgins brings skills to JV golf; Wilson continues with freshmen

Reardon (left) and Higgins (right).

(continued from page 1)

ful, and we were very successful, but we also want to be able
to look back, I think. I know
I have had tremendous moments coaching here,” said
Gilbert. “Looking back at
some of our trips to Indiana
and the Lake of the Ozarks.
Those are the some of the
things that I will never forget.”
Although the golf season does not start for a few
months, the coach’s responsibilities begin now, in the fall.

Athletic Director Chris Muskopf had to have a new coach
for meetings that start next
week, so the search for Gilbert’s replacement took place
over the summer.
“When we go to hire a
varsity level head coach, that
is a position—no matter what
the sport—the school posts in
similar locations as teachers
and other opportunities that
we have,” said Muskopf. “We
posted that position in June
and accumulated applications

Artwork for women in
image of Montserrat
(continued from page 1)

or to be nominated as one of any
group, especially (one) related to
SLUH,” said Walsh.
After discussing possible ideas for what the artwork
would look like, it was decided
that the piece would be an image of Our Lady of Montserrat,
commonly known as the Black
Madonna, painted over a collage
of pictures of women who have
been recognized for their contributions to SLUH. The pictures
will radiate in circles from the
image of the Black Madonna, allowing for each woman to be a
part of the artwork itself.
“I wanted something that
would involve everybody, so not
just a sign that says ‘thank you
Mom,’ but something that acknowledges the very people we
are talking about,” said Rodgers.
Our Lady of Montserrat
was chosen because St. Ignatius
of Loyola laid his sword at the
feet of the statue of the Black
Madonna and dedicated his life
to God. Despite the statue being
centuries old, the design of the
image will be contemporary.
“I’m going to design it
in such a way that it’s slightly
modernized and simplified and
made more graphic to match
the graphic nature of the photographs because if you just
did a representational painting
on top of these photographs,
they wouldn’t stylistically sync
together,” said Powers. “So you
want to make it a little more
graphic, not too much that it
looks like a cartoon, but enough
to match the type of photographs that will serve as the
background.”
Freshman Joe Blase volunteered to help Powers and

in past weeks has spent hours
painstakingly editing photos so
they can fit the project well.
“(Joe) has been crushing it
and you can quote me on that,”
said Powers.
The production process
has several stages, the first of
which—the design stage—has
been mostly completed by Powers and Blase, who are currently
testing what will serve as the
best undertone for the picture
background. The pictures will
be applied to the wooden board
using an acrylic primer that will
allow the ink from the photographs to bleed onto the wood.
Powers calculated the project
would require 400 pictures to
fill the 6’ by 8’ finished project.
The final steps of the project are
to paint the picture of the Black
Madonna over the photos and
then construct a frame for the
piece.
The project will also feature
a digital aspect sitting to the side
of the painting. This will allow
future women of SLUH to be
recognized.
Although the project is a
part of the Bicentennial Celebration, the finished product
will be revealed in the Spring
of 2019. The location and date
of the instillation are still to be
determined.
At the moment, the administration is in need of more
photo submissions. Students,
faculty, alumni, or parents are
encouraged to submit the names
and pictures of women who
have been influential members
of the SLUH community. Readers can submit nominees on the
website www.sluh.org/women.

photo | courtesy of sluh.org

and interested people through
right about Labor Day, and
then, we screened the applications.”
Reardon was chosen for
the varsity head coach position because he has an extensive knowledge of golf. He
was a KMOX golf reporter, a
teacher for 51 years, and a golf
coach. He started the golf program at Trinity Catholic, so he
has experience with growing
programs.
“This will be the first

time that I’ve coached a golf
team without holding a full
time job, so my focus can be
even greater for St. Louis U.
High because I’m not putting
in a full day of teaching and
then segwaying into golf,” said
Reardon.
“He brings those years of
experience and the knowledge
of the game, courses in the
area, and his time which still
continues with KMOX. You
name the professional (golfer),
he has probably had a conver-

sation with them at some point
in his career,” said Muskopf.
“He has been around the game
a ton. He has been around the
St. Louis courses. He has been
around high school golf.”
Assisting Reardon will
be Ryan Higgins. Higgins
hopes to incorporate faith and
the joy for the game into his
coaching. Higgins teaches at
Our Lady of Lourdes, beginning there after coaching and
teaching at Kennedy High
School before it closed. He is
happy to continue coaching
golf while teaching.
“This all kind of culminated together for me, but
having a chance to work at a
place like SLUH, coaching at a
place like SLUH is a little bit of
a dream come true. Getting to
work with some high quality
athletes and some great young
men is wonderful, so I’m super
excited about that and I don’t
know of a better place than
SLUH, with it being a Christian Catholic school and obviously myself being a Catholic,
it fits really well,” said Higgins.
“Coach Higgins brings
a different energy. Still a very
active player, not that coach
Reardon doesn’t play, but Higgins is a very active player. He
does have high school coaching experience,” said Muskopf.
The coaching staff will
continue to be assisted by

history teacher Tom Wilson.
Wilson will be coaching the
freshman team in the upcoming season.
The new coaching team
for golf will have meetings in
the upcoming weeks to work
out schedule and plans for the
season.
“It may on paper look like
the season starts in February,
but in all reality, starting next
week there will be golf things
for both coaches to start to
build and develop the spring
season,” said Muskopf.
With this transition, there
are of course worries that the
team’s results will fluctuate
due to the switch. But Gilbert
isn’t worried about these as he
steps away from the program.
“This wasn’t a big part
of my decision, but looking
back now, it’s really important
to me to leave the program in
the condition it is now—in
top notch condition with the
players that we have in place
and the talent we have and
the talent we have coming up
and the numbers that we have
in our lower level because of
our interest in golf,” said Gilbert. “That means a lot to me
that I am leaving it for the next
person in line in a pretty good
spot.”
—contributing reporting
by Editor in Chief Paul Gillam

SLUH Smash Club excited for the future;
hopes to keep same energy to attract more
(continued from page 1)

hours,” said junior co-president Peter Michalski.
Last Friday’s tournament was a casual student
vs student competition,
sponsored by an official
Smash Brothers Tournament Organization. Freshman Justin Nguyen, whose
sister is an event organizer,
connected the club with the
tournament organization.
The organization created an official bracket and
established clearer rules,
making this tournament legitimate.
Spread across two
rooms, roughly 30 students
competed, and those in the
top three received free admission to an official tournament later this fall.
Junior Christian Zarrick placed third, junior Lucas Frillman placed second,
and Smash Club co-president Darren Ross won the
competition.
“(The
tournament
against the organizers)
is a huge deal for us to go
from just playing with your
friends, to compete against
people who really know
what they’re doing, and
that organization coming
to us is a big success,” said
O’Connor.
After the tournament,
Ross played an event organizer ranked 19th in the
Saint Louis Metro-area.
Ross won the first round,
and the organizer won the
second.
The tie-breaker round

art | Jackson Ducharme

was cut short, leaving the
true Smash champion a
mystery.
With more events and
general club sessions to
come, the club is excited
for the future and hopes to
see even more students get
involved.
“What we’re trying to
do is just keep on doing our
thing, maybe try to advertise more, get more people
involved. We want to get a
lot more legit when it comes
to the school. … We want to
be more recognized when it
comes to how SLUH advertises itself. Because a lot of

kids like this game, it could
be a way to get them to
come to SLUH. So, we’re doing a set up at Open House,
and we’ve got a bunch more
pictures that’ll hopefully
make it in the yearbook”
said Michalski.
One of the ways the
club can get more people involved is by retaining their
trademark energy on Friday
afternoons.
“When we meet on
Friday afternoons I almost
need earplugs because there
is so much energy coming
out of those two rooms,”
said Patrick Zarrick, Smash

Club moderator. “They’re a
loud, lovable bunch, and its
funny to watch people walk
down the hallways and hear
all this screaming and commotion and wonder ‘what
the heck is going on?’”
Michalski hopes to see
many more students play
every Friday in J124.

Swimming has historic day at COMO invite;
high hopes for state

Soccer yonders across
the state; falls to Blue
Valley Northwest
BY Chris Staley and
Blake Obert

SPORTS EDITOR, REPORTER
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The swim and dive team after their COMO invite victory.

Nicholas Dalaviras and Joe
vidual swims and three relays
Feder
qualifying for the evening finals.
REPORTERS
Junior Sean Santoni blasthe SLUH swim and dive ed off the blocks in the second
team had its best competi- event of the day, the 200 freetion weekend of the season this style, dropping over five seconds
past Sunday, capturing the first to qualify for his second event at
SLUH victory at the CoMo Invi- state with a time of 1:49.84.
tational meet in program history
“I wish I could have seen
after coming in second last year. it,” said Santoni. “It felt simply
After the team arrived at spectacular.”
the faculty lot at 5:45 a.m. on
A few events later, junior
Saturday morning, they drove Andrew Zimmerman clinched
two hours to Columbia, Mo. his first individual state qualififor the meet. The swimmers cation in the 100 freestyle, clockwere exhausted, but the prepa- ing in at a 49.72. Both Santoni
ration and excitement for the and Zimmerman qualified for
meet trumped fatigue during the B-final in their events, placthe morning preliminary heats. ing 14th.
The team saw season time drops
“It was kinda surprising to
from nearly every swimmer, be honest,” Zimmerman said
which in turn led to 17 indi- about his first state cut. “I didn’t

T

Check out
underclassman fall
sports updates on
page 7

expect at all to make that in the
100 (freestyle), so when I looked
up at the scoreboard, it was like
‘What?”
After the final race of the
morning, the team was quick to
relax before finals started just an
hour and a half later. Due to an
increased number of swimmers
this year, the preliminary session
lasted longer, giving swimmers
less time than usual to recover in
between sessions.
“For not having a big break
between prelims and finals, I
think we had some really great
swims, which really shows the
great effect of our training,” said
assistant coach Tony Ciaravino.
Based off of SLUH’s placing in prelims, the Jr. Bills were
predicted to win the meet by

continued on page 6

XC perfect scores 2 of 3
races in MCC sweep
BY Peter LaBarge and Joe
Callahan
REPORTERS

L

ast Thursday, the St. Louis
U. High cross country
team went into the race looking to dominate, and they did
just that. Their goal in the
MCC Championships was to
score perfectly (finish places
1-5 overall) in every level, and
they only failed that feat in the
freshman race, where they finished 1st through 4th and 6th.
Still, the program had a huge
day, sealing their 15th varsity
win in a row, and finishing
with the top 13 runners in the
JV race.
For the first time in the
history of the MCC Championship meet, the races were
ran at Jefferson Barracks Park.
Despite dealing with a hilly
course, SLUH was able to take
photos | Mrs. Kathy Chott advantage of the great weather
and downhills of the course,
finishing with lots of medals
and personal records.
In the varsity race, the
top two SLUH runners, senior
captain Patrick Hetlage and junior Lucas Rackers, were nearly inseparable for the entire
race until Hetlage edged out
Rackers by .06 seconds, fin-

Sports included: C, B
soccer; B football; JV
swimming; and rifle

a mere three points over Liberty High School of Kansas City,
without diving being included.
The dive team’s 30 points turned
out to be crucial in helping to secure the tight 20-point U. High
victory. Junior Gabe Manalang
placed seventh in the competition, freshman Sebastian Lawrence took eighth, and junior
Max Manalang got tenth.
The night of swimming
finals began as the 200 medley
relay team of Scharff, Zimmerman, and juniors Evan Lu and
Josh Brown dropped over a second from their season best prelim time to move up from sixth
to fourth place, coming just shy
of medaling. Next, in the 200
freestyle, Feder earned his

ishing with a winning time of
16:28.33 while Rackers crossed
at 16:28.39.
“We packed together and
were neck to neck the whole
race. I tried to make move with
about 600 to go, but Patrick
stayed with me, and got me at
the end,” said Rackers.
Around 30 seconds after
Hetlage and Rackers finished,
the next three SLUH runners
(senior Chris Staley, junior
Noah Scott, and senior Reed
Milnor) rounded out the team’s
perfect score. Junior Joe Callahan finished a few seconds
after Milnor, the last of SLUH’s
six first team MCC runners.
The final SLUH finisher was
junior Adam Mittendorf, who
finished his first race of the
cross country season 8th overall and second team all-MCC.
“We didn’t really know
how Mittendorf would feel in
his first race, but he exceeded
expectations,” said Porter.
Despite the varsity team’s
strong performance, they still
have a lot of work left in order for them to compete at the
state level.
“It’s hard to compete
when there are not many other

continued on page 6

n a one-game week for
the St. Louis U. High soccer team, the boys took their
talents across the state to
the barren lands of Kansas
to play Blue Valley Northwest High School. Missing
a few defenders, the Jr. Bills
lost 2-0 to make their record
4-13-1.
While most of the faculty and staff enjoyed sleeping in on Saturday, the team
arrived at school bright and
early to begin their odyssey
at 8 a.m. to tame the Huskies
of Blue Valley Northwest.
Four hours later, the boys
arrived in plenty of time for
their 1:30 p.m. match.
“When I inherited the
schedule, (this was) one of
the things that Mr. Martel
had done in the past,” said
head coach Bob O’Connell.
“We wanted to continue the
experience of going some-

what’s happening.”
With senior captain
and defensive leader Brian
Lymberopoulos out from a
red card and junior defender
John Marshall sidelined because of injury, the defense
was lacking a little bit.
Awarded a corner kick
with 38 minutes left, the
Huskies took advantage,
converting on a head ball to
make the score 2-0.
Although the Jr. Bills
were in possession of the
ball for most of the half, the
Huskies’ one goal was all
they needed to get the win.
“Their goal on the corner was pretty good as well,”
said Stachowski. “We didn’t
have Lymbo or Marshall in
the game, and they’re two
guys who are key to winning head balls in the box.
The guy played a good ball
in and another guy beat us
to it and put it in near post.
It didn’t feel like they were
leading 2-0 at this point,

art | Jack Colvin

where, being together on a
bus, and traveling together.”
When the whistle blew,
the team started out strong.
“We seemed to have
the ball in their half most
of the time, and we were really moving the ball around
well, getting it up top,” said
senior Luke Stachowski.
“We played two up top for
the game which led to more
possession in the midfield
and better holding the ball
up high.”
The Huskies took command later in the first half,
though. With about 15 minutes left, senior captain Alex
Lehmann headed the ball up
the middle, but none of the
Jr. Bill midfielders could get
to it. But a Husky did, and he
fired the ball from 30 yards
out into the back of the net.
“Their first goal was
just unlucky for us,” said
Stachowski. “Their forward
beat our mids back and he
just had a great shot over
Herrmann’s head.”
Going into the second
half, the team began to lose
hope.
“The morale was just a
little low, as it has been all
season when we go down,”
said Stachowski. “In all our
heads we constantly just
think ‘here we go again’ instead of working to change

though, because we seemed
to have the ball a lot.”
Despite the loss, the
team keeps seeing positives
that can help them take on
districts in a few weeks.
“As a group we keep
trying to work on attacking
and trying to score in front
of the goal,” said O’Connell.
“I think some of the effort of
a lot of the guys who haven’t
gotten a lot of time this year
(has improved).”
“For the first time all
season, we were moving the
ball around the back and
constantly switching the ball
to the wing mids,” said Stachowski. “As we’re moving
towards the postseason, I
think we are in good shape
for districts because of how
we’ve been moving the ball.
Although we haven’t been
getting the results recently,
we’ve been looking better with possession. I think
what we need now is to figure out how to get to the goal
and score. The postseason is
what we’ve been working for
all season and we’ll be ready
when the time comes.”
The Jr. Bills play De
Smet Jesuit this Saturday at
SLUH at 10:00 a.m. for their
final home game, and will
play St. Dominic Catholic
High School next Thursday
at St. Dominic’s at 6:00 p.m.
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Football hopes for wins after loss Cross country heads to Borgia and
to Chaminade in final MCC game postseason with momentum
Brad Pike and Nick
Prainito
BY

STAFF

P

laying their final MCC
opponent of the season
last Friday, the St. Louis U.
High varsity football team
showed improvement in
some areas, but ultimately
fell to Chaminade, 30-13.
With the loss, the Jr. Bills
are 0-7 for the season, but
hope to end the season with
a couple of wins. While
SLUH showed improvement
in some offensive aspects of
the game, the Jr. Bill defense
continued to struggle, with
the Red Devils exposing
flaws in their run defense.
Beginning from their
own 20-yard line, SLUH’s
offense, led by quarterback
Brendan Hannah, opened
up the game with a nice 12yard completion to Kellen
Porter Jr. up the middle, but
SLUH was forced to punt.
The two teams traded possessions for the next several
minutes.
Unfortunately,
on
Chaminade’s third drive,
the Red Devils were the first
to crack the scoreboard.
Starting in fairly good
field position from their
own 40, a run and pass
brought Chaminade inside
SLUH territory. On the next
play, the snap went high,
causing many to think that
the ball would be fumbled.
But upon receiving the snap,
the Red Devils’ quarterback
tossed the ball to their running back, who then lofted
a pass down the left field
sideline—a flea flicker. The
Jr. Bill defense never saw it
coming. Senior Luke Sansone rushed down the field
in a noble attempt to reach
the Chaminade wide receiver who was bolting toward
the end zone, but couldn’t
reach him in time. With five
minutes remaining in the
quarter, Chaminade had a
6-0 lead.
“Once the receivers
show a block or the running
back gets the ball, it’s second nature to bite on it and
play the run,” said Sansone.
“They simply executed it
well, and we played exactly
into what they wanted.”
For the next 12 minutes
of the game, both offenses
went silent. On one drive,
SLUH went three-and-out
after several rushing plays,
and on another, the Jr. Bills

started with excellent field
position at midfield, but
could not capitalize.
Meanwhile, the Red
Devils were stopped first on
a turnover on downs. Then,
after a great punt by senior
Nick Lang to Chaminade’s
own 7-yard line, the Red
Devils went three-and-out,
and, punting from their
own end zone, gave SLUH a
great chance to tie the game.
With 8:25 left in the
half, the Jr. Bills started
their fifth drive from the
Red Devils’ 48. An incompletion and 9-yard run by
Porter brought SLUH to a
critical moment. On fourth
and one from Chaminade’s
42, Hannah ran for it. He
received the snap, looked,
and then sprinted, cutting
sharply to the right and advancing 20 yards to the Red
Devil 23 for a first down.
“The fourth down
choices, whether to go for it,
is first based on field position,” said head coach Mike
Jones. “If the ball is on our
end of the field, we will be
more unlikely to go for it.
If the ball is on their side of
the 50, it will be based on
time remaining, in the half
or game.”
Then, on third down
of the next series, Porter
squeezed through Chaminade defenders as he
streaked down the right
sideline, dashing into the
end zone for a 25-yard
touchdown to even the
score. The extra point was
blocked, and with 5:18 left
in the first half, the score
was 6-6.
On the ensuing kickoff, however, a short kick
brought the Red Devils to
midfield. Chaminade wasted no time on this drive,
taking only 42 seconds to
score. Two rushes of around
20 yards each paved the
way. Special teams proved
sloppy for both teams all
night, as the point-after was
blocked again. Chaminade
was up 12-6.
On their sixth drive
of the night, the Jr. Bills
worked their way into Red
Devil territory. Passes, runs,
and a QB sneak by Hannah brought the offense to
Chaminade’s 32. However,
with 1:27 left in the half,
Hannah was picked off and
the half ended.
The third quarter be-

gan with a couple of threeand-outs. Then, Chaminade
received SLUH’s punt at the
Jr. Bills’ 46. Two plays later,
a 25-yard pass ramped up
the pressure on SLUH’s defense. The Red Devils kept
pushing and ran their way
into the end zone, adding
six more points to their total.
“The defense is working every day on playing
within the scheme,” Jones
said about what the defense
has been practicing. “We
have not had our guys executing their responsibilities,
on a play by play basis.”
The rest of the third
quarter went by scoreless;
and SLUH began the final frame in possession of
the ball. Beginning deep in
their own zone, it was looking like another early punt
for the Jr. Bills. However,
on third and 14, Hannah
fired to wide receiver Luke
Ratterman for a 24-yard
first down. A run by Porter
brought the squad to midfield.
Another pass, this
one 13 yards, and a fourth
down conversion by Porter
brought the Jr. Bills to the
Red Devils’ 25 with about
eight minutes remaining.
Then, after another run by
Porter for a first down, Hannah added on to his impressive tally of QB sneaks—this
one 12 yards and into the
Chaminade end zone. After the long, grueling drive,
six minutes remained in the
game, with SLUH trailing
18-13.
On the very next play
after the kickoff, the Red
Devils put the game away
with a 55-yard pass to get
inside the Jr. Bills’ ten-yard
line. A couple of runs added
another six points. SLUH’s
offense couldn’t produce
anything else, and the game
ended 30-13.
SLUH takes on Trinity
Catholic High School tonight at SLUH. It is the last
home football game of the
season, and the last ever for
seniors.
“We have been watching film after school and
taking note of different
players to focus on defensively,” said senior cornerback Eli Saadi. “We hope
we can pull off the win on
Senior Night.”

(continued from page 5)

runners around you, and the
times were a little slower than
they would normally be in a
more competitive race,” said
head coach Joe Porter.
The JV team showed
similar success in its race, taking home 22 of 30 medals.
Sophomore Ryan Kramer led
the SLUH pack and the race,
finishing first with a time of
17:30. Senior Chuck Perry
finished second for SLUH,
followed soon after by junior Peter Dillon, senior Jack
Buehring, and junior Mitchell Booher to round out the 5
perfect scorers. SLUH’s JV 1-5
gap was an extraordinary 22
seconds.
“Me, Chuck, Peter, and
Jack all went out together, but
I made my move right after
the first mile and continued
to build on my lead throughout the race. Overall, it was

a great program day with all
of our medals and being able
to sweep the top 13 of the JV
race,” said Kramer.
At the JV level, the program’s huge depth showed
hope for the races in the future.
“We are built by the depth
of our program. The JV team
would have won the varsity
race pretty convincingly if they
had been in the race,” said Porter.
In the final race of the
day, the freshmen nearly repeated the perfect scores accomplished earlier in the day.
Freshman Grant Brawley, racing with his classmates for the
first time, led the way, running
an 18:22. De Smet pulled one
of their freshman varsity runners down to the freshman
race, so the SLUH pack of four
focused on gradually closing
the gap. In the end, three of
SLUH’s four freshmen beat De

The varsity with their MCC trophy.

Smet’s top freshman. Joe LaBarge ran a great closing mile,
earning himself a PR and a
second place medal. Sean Kellogg and Baker Pashea came in
third and fourth, respectively.
Although the final scorer for
the freshmen, Justin Glass, was
unable to beat the De Smet
runner, he still ran an impressive race, finishing sixth
overall and earning a PR on a
windy and hilly Jefferson Barracks course
“I took it out a lot harder
than I normally would to try to
wear down the De Smet freshman so the other guys could
work their way up to him as
he faded. In the end, I think
we had a great team race with
two PR’s in our top 5 and many
more in the rest of the group,”
said Brawley.
This weekend, SLUH will
run varsity 2 at the Francis
Borgia Invitational in Washington, Mo. This race is another great opportunity to show
off the program’s depth and
for some, a chance to prove
themselves for the state travel
team. The program will have a
chance to compete against top
teams like Kirkwood and Jefferson City.
Generally, the varsity
squad has done a workout
on Art Hill rather than going
to the meet. But this year, the
varsity will run the race to familiarize themselves with the
course that they will be running two weeks later in the
photo | Mr. Jim Hetlage
sectional meet.

Swimming continues season of
success; triumphs at Parkway Central
(continued from page 5)

first medal of the night, shaving another second off prelims
to take second place by just 0.2
seconds with a 1:43.55. Fink
also medaled in fifth place with
a 1:44.77, and Santoni improved
on his time from prelims to take
13th.
Senior Garrett Baldes
shined for SLUH in the next
event, the 200 individual medley, finally earning his first state
cut with a 2:05.60, finishing
13th.
“I was looking back at my
CoMo times from freshman
year, when I was on JV, and I
saw that I went a 2:36 in the 200
I.M.,” Baldes said. “I’ve dropped
31 seconds since freshman year,
so for me, it was huge to get the
state cut. After all that time, it
was just like, ‘Finally.’”
Other notable races included Andrew Zimmerman
qualifying for the state meet for
the second time in the 50 freestyle to win the consolation final
with a time of 22.55. Slatin got
13th overall, and Brown continued to drop time off of his 100
butterfly, shaving off a tenth of a
second to move up to tenth, one
spot above his seed.
In the 100 freestyle, Feder
swam to third place, earning
another medal, while Slatin and
Zimmerman both moved up a
place from prelims to get some
much-needed points placing
12th and 13th respectively. In
the next race, the 500 freestyle,
which was swam as timed finals
due to its length, Fink and Santoni both dropped around three
art | Brad Pike seconds. Fink placed fifth again,

and Santoni took ninth, earning
his second state cut of the meet
and breaking the five-minute
barrier for the first time with a
4:59.45.
The most controversial
race of the night, the 200 freestyle relay, came after the 500,
and the SLUH squad of Feder,
Slatin, Brown, and Zimmerman
took second place by 0.17 seconds. While the Cape Central
relay team won the event, the
anchor leg of the relay appeared
to kick underwater past the
15-meter mark off of his start,
which should have resulted in
a disqualification. However, the
officials missed the infraction,
and the results stood.
Coming right off the relay,
Scharff took fourth in the 100
Backstroke final with a time of
52.67 seconds. In the final individual event, Lu touched for
tenth and Baldes fifteenth in the
B-final of the 100 breaststroke.
The 400 freestyle relay of Feder,
Slatin, Fink, and Scharff narrowly missed relay victory again
by taking second place to Liberty in the final, but ultimately
secured SLUH’s CoMo victory.
“We didn’t win a single
event, yet we took the overall win, which I’d rather have
any day of the week,” said head
coach Lindsey Ehret. “We don’t
need individual glory because
we have team glory. We made a
statement that we’re faster than
ever and have the depth to back
it up.”
During the bus ride back
to St. Louis, the Jr. Bills made
their traditional stop at Gumby’s
Pizza to pick up some of the best

pizza that a Mizzou student can
afford, and toward the end of the
drive, in Wentzville, the team
celebrated with Fritz’s Frozen
Custard.
Fresh out of the CoMo
win, the Swimbills continued
their winning streak in a dual
meet against Parkway Central
on Monday, winning 125-61.
The U. High swimmers swam
in their secondary events against
Central to try to see how they
could do in events that they
don’t normally swim. Many
swimmers on the team were still
exhausted from the long day on
Saturday, but Mikhail Shulepov
was named Swimmer of the
Meet for his notable time drops
in the 50 and 100 breaststroke.
“It was fun to see guys
swim in different events,” said
Ehret. “Central was an easy ‘W’,
but state won’t be as easy. Now
is the time to bear down and
focus on our remaining weeks
together.”
Looking forward to next
week, the swim and dive team
will host its Senior Night against
Vianney on Tuesday night. With
a little under a month left until
the State meet, the team will be
amping up its training again in
a final surge to try to qualify at
least four more individuals for
state to reach the team goal of 17
individual qualifiers.
“This past week the swim
team was like a pack of blue
marlins, one of the biggest and
fastest fish in the sea,” said junior
Patrick Moehn. “We slashed our
CoMo competition to bits in our
commanding victory.”
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Football B-team wins MCC championship title
Jimmy Stanley
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High Bteam football team has
had a great year overall, but
the season has come with its
own struggles and successes
within the season. With the
disbanding of the freshmen
team, the program formed a
single team made up of freshman and sophomores, as the
rest of the MCC except CBC
had done the year before.
Head coach Adam Cruz
has led the newly formed Bteam this year to a 4-3 record
with one game to play. The
team also claimed the first
MCC title for the football program in six years at any level.
The team started off its
first game against a Battle
sophomore team with a tough
loss, 40-13, but had its shining moments. Freshman Luke
Johnston emerged as a standout at quarterback, powering through tough hits and
throwing for two touchdowns
against a tough Battle defense.
The team faced the La-

due JV team the next week,
and Johnston had another
spectacular game, scoring
three touchdowns with freshman Phillip Bone and Andre
Tucker also having standout games. Ladue scored the
game-winning
touchdown
with eight seconds left to
hand SLUH their second
loss of the season. Against
De Smet, Johnston again put
up large numbers, with four
touchdowns and sophomore
captain Bobby Conroy making five tackles with a sack.
SLUH beat De Smet 37-30 to
improve their record to 1-2.
“This was our turning point in the season,” said
Cruz. “We were up very big
at half and kind of fell apart
and held on which was big because the current sophomores
had a rough year last year.
Part of it was being one of the
only freshmen-only teams but
even when we played freshmen only teams it wasn’t very
close. They had to learn how
to win.”
The Jr. Bills moved on to

their next MCC game against
CBC where they came back
from a 14-point deficit with
five minutes left to win the
game 28-21 in overtime.
Johnston had four touchdowns, sophomore Jack McClelland had two receiving
touchdowns, Conroy had 13
tackles and sophomore Dan
O’Keefe had three sacks as
the Bills rallied to beat one of
the toughest opponents of the
year.
But the victories didn’t
stop there. The Jr. Bills then
moved on to Vianney and
“played the best four quarters
of football all year,” according to Cruz. The teams dominated on all ends of the spectrum, from the three forced
turnovers by Bone to the
two receiving touchdowns by
sophomore Luke Ratterman.
The Bills handled Vianney for
a 34-14 win to even their record at 3-3.
With the 3-0 record in
the MCC, SLUH headed to
the title game on Monday
night against Chaminade.

The B-football team.

O’Keefe made a huge sack on
third and goal for Chaminade
as time expired to win the
game for SLUH, 15-12. Bobby
Conroy had 12 tackles and
1 sack, and clutch coverage
couldn’t have come at a better
time, giving the football program a MCC title.
“We didn’t play very well,
but we fought and stopped
them on the goal line as time
expired to win the conference,” said Cruz.
Despite varsity’s rough
season, Cruz says that those
players are teaching the next
generation of SLUH football a
valuable lesson.
“My guys are seeing on
the varsity level what real
leadership looks like when
things are going bad. Maceo
Cummings on an 0-7 team is
a warrior out there and the
juniors and seniors are showing what it’s like to go forward
when you don’t have success,
and at the end of the day
they work really hard and the
younger guys see that,” said
Cruz.
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JV swimmers show
great potential; MCC
Championship Sat.
Joe Feder
REPORTER

A

lthough it may seem
that the varsity swim
and dive team has been taking home the majority of the
awards and praise, the unheralded members of the team,
namely the JV squad, have
been putting in just as much
work both in and out of the
pool since practices began in
August.
For many of the swimmers, the weekly regimen
of swim practices at Forest
Park Community College on
Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays and weight training at school on Tuesdays
and Thursdays have been a
great help in the transition to
SLUH.
“My favorite part (of the
season) has been meeting
new people and making new
friends,” said freshman Jack
Figge, an up-and-coming
sprint freestyler.
Typically,
freshmen
swimmers arrive at SLUH
with little swimming experience outside of their neighborhood pools, but this year’s
class has a sizable amount
of club experience, both for
swimming and for water polo.
As a result, the group has
been able to jump on each opportunity to drop time at dual
meets, as well as in the Ladue
Invitational in September,
photo | Nordmann Photography where freshman Eric Piening

dropped four seconds in the
100 freestyle and sophomore
Carson Cornett shaved two
seconds from his 50 freestyle
time.
“(The Ladue Invite) was
the most I have ever swam in
my life,” said freshman Dennis McDaniel, who also saw
sizeable time drops at the
meet. “What made it awesome was the amount of encouragement I got from my
teammates, which made the
events a lot more exciting.”
As their skill level has
increased with the season’s
progression, several JV swimmers have been pushed out
of their comfort zone by
swimming longer events, like
freshmen Sam Zychinski and
Alex Wentz, who competed
in the 200 individual medley
and the 500 freestyle respectively at a dual meet against
Ft. Zumwalt West last Thursday.
With the season drawing to a close, each swimmer
will be leaving the pool with
a new understanding of how
effort and hard work can pay
off in the long run.
“You can always get better at things,” said Figge. “Trying your best is important.”
The JV swim team will
compete in the JV MCC
Championships on Saturday,
Oct. 27 at the Forest Park
Community College Natatorium.

Rifle is back at it again Freshman soccer
shows potential for
and shooting their
way to future trophies SLUH soccer: 14-1-2

Early losses didn’t
stop the success of the
soccer B-team

BY Nick
STAFF

REPORTER

R

Prainito

ifle season is starting
back up for St. Louis U.
High. Although the scheduled regular season doesn’t
begin until early December,
pre-season matchups have
commenced. The varsity
squad travelled to Nashville,
Tenn. last week to compete
in the Montgomery Bell
Academy Classic. The team
participated in two matches, a 3-position match and
another all standing. For
the 3-position match, the
team came in fourth place.
“We had only practiced
for about two weeks prior
to competing. We did okay,
but there is room for improvement,” said returning
senior Hayden Steingruby.
Head coach Will Bresnahan is optimistic about
the club’s chances this year,
explaining that the team
has motivation from last
year, when they advanced to
the National Tournament.
Though the team did not
win the tournament, advancing to nationals is still
a very big feat as individual
scores have to be near-perfect in qualifying matches.
“Everyone was very
motivated to get better at
the end of the (season) and
I think that motivation has

continued,” said Bresnahan.
The goal for the rifle
team this year is to win
enough matches to claim
the Missouri title and earn
an automatic bid to the National Tournament. And
with a limited number of
spots on the varsity team,
competition has heightened.
“With five seniors and
several very talented underclassmen competing for
only four first team spots,
I expect the competition
among team members to
be fierce and drive every
shooter to out-work each
other,” said Bresnahan.
The core group of seniors is composed of Adam
Stemmler, Jack Doyle, and
Steingruby, who have been
in the program for several
years.
Anyone interested in
joining rifle this winter is
welcome to visit the rifle
range in the basement on
Oct. 29, and can email
rifle@sluh.org with questions.

BY Jared Thornberry
REPORTER

T

he SLUH C soccer team
has not lost yet since
dropping its first game of the
season, and, at 14-1-2, their
chemistry is increasing by the
game.
Notable games include
their fifth win against Chaminade when, with time expiring, Jared Thornberry connected on a stellar pass from
Will Broun for a goal to seal
the victory. The goal followed
a one-time flick by Jude Fucetola to Broun, who ran it
down the field before passing
to Thornberry.
Later in the season, the
team mercy-ruled Fort Zumwalt 10-0, with eight different
players scoring. Both games
showed terrific team chemistry.
With the CBC tournament not too far away, the C

team is practicing harder than
ever and is trying to heal from
a series of injuries.
“I think our chances
of winning the division are
pretty high but we still need
to go out and work hard and
play our hearts out. Nothing
will come easy,” said Connor
McCullar, who leads the team
with eleven goals.
The team knew going
into the season that it would
be tough to live up to the
expectations of last year’s C
team, whose record was 211-2.
With the season winding
down and the final tournament coming up, the players
feel like their chances for the
division title are high, but
they have to play with intensity and work together to
take the huge victory for their
school.

John Browdy

T

he St. Louis U. High B
soccer team is nearing
the close of its successful
season with a winning record of 9-3-3 and six remaining games to be played. With
the reorganization of the
coaching staff after the stepping down of coach Charlie
Martel after last season, the
team is currently led by head
coach John Timm and assistant coach Bradley Mueller.
This year’s team features a
roster of 24, with freshmen
Tyler Van Bree, Evan Yalavarthi, and Cam Gegg called
up from the C team.
While the team suffered
early season losses to both
De Smet and Vianney, a recent spark in performance
brought a six-game winning
streak. Throughout the wavering match results, returning player and two-time Man
of the Match Jonny Grimes
continues to lead the pack
towards a successful close.
“With a lot of returning players from freshman
year, it’s been good to have
strong chemistry on and
off the field, though it’s also
been exciting to take in a
few freshmen and include
them on our journey,” said
Grimes. “Combined with
art | Jack Colvin this brotherhood we have,

bringing them onto the team
has shown to be very beneficial for the squad. Hopefully
we can continue to come together and really shut it out
the way we want to.”
Timm has also been
glad to sense a special rapport between this set of players, especially in moments
off of the field.
“As a unit, every group
of guys that you get together
is going to interact a little bit
differently with each other,
but this group of guys—the
way they’ve come together—has been much different than the way it was last
fall. It’s been cool to see the
group dynamics and all that
stuff is part of the reason I
coach,” said Timm.
Timm is continuing to
work with the group, preparing the players for an intense
style of play at the varsity
level.
“I’d like to see us continue improving our record
overall, but inside of the
wins, I want us to continue
keeping the sheet clean,
moving the ball, and really
developing as players,” said
Timm.
The season continues
with a home match on Saturday, when the Jr. Bills face
De Smet at 12:00.

8

Prep News

NUMNUTS

Volume 83, Issue 8

Choir Concert
Thursday at 7 p.m., the
SLUH choir, led by director
Mrs. Addie Akin, performed
its first choir concert of the
year in the Si Commons.
SLUH’s Varsity Chorus,
Concert Chorus, Zero Hour
Chorus, and A Capella club
all performed. Although every chorus performed sev-

Friday, October 12

eral numbers by themselves,
the concert ended with two
songs, “Sisi Ni Moja” by Jacob Narverud and “A Million
Dreams” from The Greatest
Showman, performed by all
the choirs together.
PSAT
This week on Wednesday,
SLUH students and teachers enjoyed a day off from
classes, courtesy of PSAT
testing. Sophomores and
juniors took the test, a preliminary SAT. Students who
score high enough on the
test become eligible for the
National Merit Scholarship
program. Seniors and freshmen had the day off, giving
seniors the chance to visit
their senior project sites for
their interviews.
Junior class meeting
During activity period on
Monday, juniors met to discuss their junior rings which
they will receive later this

A

chilly Webster Ice Arena gave way to a warm
breath of relief last Tuesday,
as the St. Louis U High hockey team held on to defeat the
Chaminade Red Devils, 3-2.
The Jr. Bills have skated into
the new season in style, winning their first three games
of the season by a combined
score of 20-3 despite lacking
senior goaltender Brendan
Rasch.
High expectations loom
in front of a hockey team
that lost 10 seniors last year,
a class which led them to a
nearly perfect record and
their second state title. Although the expectations are
high, the team hopes to play
to the best of their ability,
whether they win another
state championship or not.
“I hope that our team
can keep excelling towards
the end of the year when
the games really matter, and
when we have games that
matter, that our team stays

together, and we play good
hockey at the end of the
year”, said starting goaltender senior Dylan Bak.
The
coaches
have
brought in a new set of drills
for the offensive, defensive,
and power play units. Team
optimism is quite high considering the loss of seniors.
“The seniors we lost
were pretty good, but I think
we can keep up with them,”
said senior defenseman Andrew Chabloz. “I think we’re
just as good on the offensive
and the defensive side of the
puck.”
After a nail biter against
Chaminade last Tuesday, the
Jr. Bills are three games into
the Top Hat Tournament.
They are finished with pool
play and will progress to the
knockout stages.
The tournament is split
into two divisions of six,
with each division having
two groups of three teams.
SLUH found themselves in
the Tux division of the Black
Conference, along with

Regular Schedule

Class of 1968 Reunion
AP
Jr Ring Orders (M-Z)
University of Kentucky
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
Lunch Special—Chinese
Vegetarian—Salmon
7:00PM V Football vs Trinity Catholic

Saturday, October 13

school year. At the meeting,
juniors were shown different
rings and learned about how
and when to submit their
orders. They met again on
Thursday and Friday in the
Old Cafeteria to submit their
orders to Jostens’ representatives who came to SLUH.

time. Jerry ran a 9:50.1 twomile to win the state meet in
1961 with his twin brother
placing third. Larry passed
away in the Vietnam War on
Feb. 25, 1967. Jerry taught
the current runners about
his mentality in races, his
transition from sprints to
distance, and his love for the
Lone XC state champ, ’62, sport of running.
speaks to XC team
Before cross country practice on Thursday, SLUH’s —Compiled by Nathan Rich,
only cross country state Jack Schoen, Paul Gillam,
champion, Jerry Dirnberger, Chris Staley, and Justin Koes’62, came to talk to the team terer
about his training and what
the program was like at the

Hockey starts season on high note; aims for
another trip to Enterprise Center
BY Justin Koesterer
SPORTS EDITOR
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Around the Hallways
Band Concert
Last Tuesday night, families
of SLUH broke bread while
their sons performed in the
year’s kickoff band concert.
The concert featured the Lab
Band, Jazz 1, Concert Band,
Symphonic Band, a rendition of “Have You Met Miss
Jones” led by junior Chris
Hartung, and a tremendous
solo by sophomore cellist
Alexander Unseth. Director Jeff Pottinger called the
evening an “open house concert,” allowing different students to showcase a variety
of musical talents.

October 12, 2018

Oakville and Westminster.
These three teams would
take turns playing MICDS,
Vianney who gave SLUH
their only loss of last season,
and Chaminade for their
pool play games.
The Jr. Bills started off
their season with an exclamation point against the
Rams of MICDS, putting 12
past the MICDS netminder
in a lopsided 12-0 victory. A
5-1 win against Vianney followed a week later.
Six days after that, the
Jr. Bills faced their toughest test yet in the early season against the Red Devils
of Chaminade. The Jr. Bills
started extremely slowly. After Bak had already stopped
a breakaway attempt, an errant pass by a Chaminade
winger deflected, leaving
Bak out of goal and the
puck inches from the goal
line, waiting to be tapped in.
Chaminade scored, drawing first blood in a back and
forth battle. But the Jr. Bills
proved resilient, with senior

Henry Wagner backhanding a puck through the hole
near-post to level the score.
Early, just 45 seconds
into the second period,
Chaminade regained the
lead, and held it for the remainder of the period.
Netting two in the third,
the Jr. Billikens regained the
lead and kept it.
The Jr. Bills will continue their road through the
Top Hat Tournament over
the course of the next couple
of weeks.
“These first games,
we’ve really looked like a
team,” said Bak. We don’t
have any selfish players; guys
are coming out ready to play,
and it helps that the crowd
gets rowdy for us. We’re going out and seeing every
team as a new team, and
having a good time. Every
game we hope to progress as
a team.”

Athlete of the
Fortnight:
Joe Feder

9:00AM V2, JV, C Cross Country Borgia Invitational
10:00AM V Soccer vs De Smet
12:00PM B Soccer vs De Smet

Monday, October 15

Half Day Schedule
C Soccer CBC Tournament
JV Soccer SL Tournament
12:15PM Tulane University
Miami University, Oxford
Ball State University
University of Southern California

Tuesday, October 16

Exam Schedule
C Soccer CBC Tournament
JV Soccer SL Tournament
4:00PM Swimming & Diving vs Vianney

Wednesday, October 17
C Soccer CBC Tournament
JV Soccer SL Tournament

Thursday, October 18
Fall Fest
JV Soccer SL Tournament
11:30AM Billz II Men
4:30PM C Football vs Bayless
4:30PM B Soccer @ St. Dominic
6:00PM V Soccer @ St. Dominic
6:30PM SLUH Night

Friday, October 19

Exam Schedule

Exam Schedule

No Classes

Grade School Learning Center Conference
Grading Day
11:00AM Class of 1948 Reunion
4:00 PM V2, JV Cross Country Clayton Invitational
4:15 PM B Soccer @ Parkway South
5:45 PM V Soccer @ Parkway South

Saturday, October 20

Fall Ball
9:00 AM V Cross Country Districts
1:00 PM V Football vs Vashon

Monday, October 22

Regular Schedule
Drive for the Homeless
AP
Freshman Bonus Reading
Sophomore Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Pepperoni Bosco Stick
Lunch Special—Chicken Quesadilla
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
4:00 PM Swimming & Diving vs Chaminade
6:00 PM IFTJ Formation Meeting

Tuesday, October 23

Regular Schedule
Drive for the Homeless
M/C Senior Cookie Sale
AP
Sophomore Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Pizza Stick
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Penne Pasta
6:00 PM Leadership Circle Dinner

Wednesday, October 24

Regular Schedule

Drive for the Homeless
M/C Senior Cookie Sale
AP
Sophomore Class Mass
Snack—Mac & Cheese Bites
Lunch Special—Hand Breaded Spicy Chicken
Vegetarian—Turkey Burger
4:00PM JV, C Cross Country Findley Invitational

Thursday, October 25

Half Day

Drive for the Homeless
Parent Teacher Conferences

Friday, October 26

Late Start Schedule

Drive for the Homeless
Football - District Quarterfinals
Science Department Day
Lunch Special—Philly Cheesesteak
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
5:00PM Swimming & Diving MICDS Invitational

Joe Feder is a three-time state silver
medalist in the 100 freestyle and the
200 and 400 freestyle relays. Feder
was All-Metro Second Team last year,
and has been a Post-Dispatch swimmer to watch for the past two years.
Feder has been All-State six times
since his freshman year, and he was
elected a senior captain for the 2018
season.

calendar | Ben Klevorn

PN Correction

—Compiled by Johno Jackson
photo | Courtesy of Joe Feder

In last week’s issue of the Prep News, the
photo of the freshman bashball championship on page 9 was misattributed. The
photo was actually taken by freshman
Matthew Leight. The Prep News regrets
this error.

