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What is happening on James Guth Costigan ’62
Innovation Lab previews Sunday
November 16?
Go Forth plans are
coming together for
bicentennial celebration
BY Handley
NEWS EDITOR

Hicks

tudents and faculty
will gather at St. Louis
U. High on Nov. 16 to celebrate Mass and go out into the
city for Go Forth Day, engineered in response to Mayor
Lyda Krewson’s proclamation
of Nov. 16 being St. Louis U.
High Day and the 200th anniversary of the first day of
classes at SLUH. The day will
round out SLUH’s bicentennial celebrations and inform
students about the history of
SLUH in the context of St.
Louis.
Preparations for the day
began shortly after the Bicentennial celebration last spring.
Inspiration for the day’s title
came from the Go Forth capital campaign, which is being
launched the same day. The
name also reflects the ending
of Catholic mass, when the
celebrant or deacon instructs
the congregation to “go forth”
and profess the gospel with
their lives. The day is a symbol of the SLUH community
going forth into the world
after their bicentennial celebration. Students, faculty,
and parent volunteers will
collectively visit 30 sites in the
downtown area.
“This is not someone
else’s history or the history of
St. Louis. This is our history,
and I hope that the students
take ownership of that history and recognize that in
1818 there was nothing in
the West. To have set a school
at that time is an amazing
commitment, and we are
tremendously gifted to have
been part of that history,” said
SLUH president Alan Carruthers.
Students and faculty will
gather at SLUH at 8:30 a.m.
on Friday, Nov. 16 for attendance and a Mass, which will
be celebrated by the Rev. Bart
Geger S.J., a faculty member
at Boston College who teaches history and theology.
Students will be divided
into 80 groups for the day,

and each homeroom will be
divided into half and assigned
faculty and parent volunteers.
Junior and senior groups will
be the first groups bussed to
the Arch grounds, the original location of SLUH. Busses
will return to SLUH and pick
up the freshman and sophomore groups. Once all groups
have arrived at the Arch
grounds, a reflection will be
given about SLUH’s beginnings. Following the reflection, the 80 groups will go out
into the city, exploring three
sites chosen for their cultural,
historical, and religious relevance.
“We thought that it’s really important because part
of our mission statement is
saying we’re dedicated to the
life of the city, but, to be honest, very few people actually
know very much about the
city,” said art teacher Sean
Powers. “We also thought it’d
be a good idea, since we knew
that this year we’re talking
about solidarity, it’d be nice to
be in solidarity with the City
of St. Louis and understand
its great spots and its more
challenging spots. Logistically, that’s next to impossible, so we decided it’d make
a lot more to consolidate it to
downtown.”
Each group will be given
a packet for the day which
will include directions to
their sites and reflections
about their site. Once there,
each group will take a photo.
The group photos will be
compiled into a scrapbook of
the day.
In the spring, when considering plans for Nov. 16,
the committee considered
a framework modeled after
the schoolwide day of service which took place last fall.
However, contrary to popular
belief, the day will not necessarily be about serving the
city. Rather, it will be about
the SLUH community being
physically within the city, relating to the year’s theme of
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Innovation Lab under construction.
BY Liam John and
Johno Jackson
NEWS EDITOR, STAFF

O

pen for Open House this
Sunday, the 5,200 square
foot James Guth Costigan ‘62
Innovation Lab looks to impress prospective students and

photo | Louis Barnes

demonstrate what STEM and
innovation at St. Louis U. High
looks like.
The Innovation Lab is
nearing the end of its construction phase—near enough to
allow for the equipment, furniture, and a few safety signs.

The lab is slated for completion
in mid-December, but students
and teachers will be showing
it off in its current state to prospective students on Sunday.
“You can start to see how
the space is going to work, but

continued on page 4

From Chilé to Louisiana to St. Louis:
unique Halloween traditions
BY Fitz Cain
REPORTER

W

hat kind of Halloween traditions do
people at SLUH have? The
Prep News decided to ask a
few teachers to find out.
Spanish teacher Kate
Toussaint says that her and
her husband’s favorite October activity is watching
scary movies like Let the
Right One In and The Witch.
English and theology teacher Michael Mohr, S.J. is also
a fan of scary movies, but
he has a particular favorite.
“A Halloween tradition
of mine is to always watch
the 1978 Halloween—John
Carpenter’s
Halloween—
every year,” said Mohr. “I
think it’s a great movie, but
I think it’s a great exploration of mystery and evil.”
Many people have
childhood traditions that
they have carried with them
into their teenage and adult
years. Senior Andrew Wil-
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my friend wanted to be
alternative. Everyone was
telling these stupid knockknock jokes and we were
like ‘we’re gonna rap,’” said
Wilson. “(The McDonald’s
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t. Louis U. High’s annual Drive for the
Homeless kicked off on
Monday, Oct. 22 and ended
Wednesday, Oct. 31. The
drive was organized by the
Senior Pastoral Team and
sought to collect winter supplies for the homeless community in St. Louis in light of
the cold months ahead. Items
collected included thick blankets, quilts, sleeping bags,
hats, gloves, scarves, and
socks.
Interaction with the
homeless is nothing new
to SLUH students. Many
service opportunities at
SLUH give students ways
to sit down and get to know
those who are homeless instead of just helping them
and supplying their physical needs. The connections
that students make with the
homeless are what the organizers and planners of the
drive hope will encourage
students to donate and give
up something for the homeless.
“I think every student
(at SLUH) will be a part
of going to Safe Haven
through freshman service,
and will share a meal with
some men and women who
were chronically homeless
in the past,” said Campus
Minister Meg Beugg. “I
think we are in a unique
position where our community has spent time sitting
down and having a real conversation with people who
have experienced this in the
past, so hopefully when we
are giving up items or money to donate to the cause,
we can think about a person
who we spent time with and
we realize that we can help
other people like them.”
The drive evolved from

continued on page 4
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Thayer shares journey from Planned Parenthood to Pro-Life advocate
BY Peter Campbell
STAFF			

O

ver 225 students filled
the theater last Friday
before school to hear Sue
Thayer talk about her transition from being the manager
of a Planned Parenthood in
Iowa to being a Pro-Life advocate. The talk was organized
by the Men for Life Club and
was intended to show the
feminist side of the Pro-Life
movement.
“I thought this would
be a compelling story, that
might make some of our understandings more personal,”
said moderator of the Men for
Life Club David Callon.
“We were excited to offer
the members of our club the
opportunity to hear about the
experience of someone who
has worked at Planned Parenthood,” said President of
the Men for Life Club Reed
Milnor.
Thayer’s
presentation
was broken down into two
parts: her time at Planned
Parenthood and her shift to
being an advocate for the ProLife movement.
Thayer started her explanation of her time at Planned
Parenthood by describing her
interview process, and how
from the beginning, she ques-

Thayer speaking to students last Friday in the theater.

tioned the method of abortions.
Nevertheless, Thayer was
hired by Planned Parenthood,
despite her questioning of
whether or not abortions were
the right thing to do.
As her time progressed
in Planned Parenthood, she
kept seeing situations that
were presented to her that
she would not agree with. She
described that they would try
to cut costs through purchasing cheap condoms and birth
control pills. The use of cheap
birth control accomplishes
the opposite of the products’

intended effects, increasing
the chance of pregnancy.
However, Thayer described that her real moment
of revelation came when
Planned Parenthood announced they would be doing
webcam abortions in Iowa.
According to Alliance
Defending Freedom, “a ‘webcam abortion’ is a chemically
induced abortion when, after
a quick ultrasound review
and consultation, a doctor in
a remote facility talks with a
patient over video chat. When
the women agrees to the abortion, the remote doctor push-
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es a button to release a drawer
that reveals two sets of pills.
The woman is instructed to
take one set of pills at the facility and the other set of pills
24 hours later at home.”
Thayer described how
Planned Parenthood created
webcam abortions in part
because in Iowa they did not
have enough abortion doctors
to be at all the clinics. This
situation would eliminate the
travel of the doctors across
Iowa, and also make webcam
abortions profitable because
of the fact that Iowa does not
have a waiting period for an

abortion procedure.
Thayer was fired by
Planned Parenthood because
she was constantly speaking
out against webcam abortions. She described how she
felt when she was fired in
terms of a heavy weight being lifted off her shoulders.
However, despite what she
thought, she felt pulled to do
more.
Eventually, she became
involved in 40 Days for Life, a
Pro-Life advocacy group, and
would stand outside of the
very Planned Parenthood she
got fired from and pray. She
described how her community came together during this
time, and multiple religious
groups set aside their differences for an issue they all
greatly valued. Eventually, the
Planned Parenthood closed,
and Thayer opened her own
clinic that provides women a
place to go who are pregnant;
and with resources and aid all
while promoting the life of the
child.
“Our typical meeting size
this year has been around 50
students, so having so many
people attend was very exciting,” said Milnor. “I think that
a lot many students at SLUH
are eager to learn more about
the protection of life at all

stages. Wrestling with controversial topics like abortion,
euthanasia, stem cell research
is an important part of becoming a more responsible
citizen.”
The presentation provided a lot of students an opportunity to learn more about
abortions, Planned Parenthood, and Pro-Life in general.
“Probably the most appalling thing (from the presentation) is always just hearing the gruesome details of
abortion,” said senior and
Men for Life member Paul
Reddy. “I thought it was really cool on how she has made
it part of her livelihood and
what she does.”
To follow the presentation, the Men for Life
club held a meeting this week
to discuss it, where students
and faculty could express
their views on how it went,
and offer their own opinions.
Men for Life is planning
to bring in more speakers and
have more presentations on
Pro-Life topics. The next topic
is set to deal with some SLUH
alumni’s experiences with refugees and immigrants.

French exchange
students arrive at SLUH Twins of the month: Lucas and Carlo Pitti
BY Noah Apprill-Sokol
and Matt Friedrichs

REPORTERS		

B

ienvenue! Saint Louis
U. High welcomes a
group of French exchange
students who are taking a
break from their lives in
Chartres, France to spend
three weeks visiting America. Continuing a relationship between their school
and SLUH, Chaminade, and
Nerinx Hall that has been
developing for more than a
decade, 36 male and female
French students came to explore American history and
culture, discover foreign
schools, and tour St. Louis
and New York.
Landing first in New
York City, the French students spent five days seeing
the sights and enjoying the
marvels of the bustling metropolis.
“It is amazing! All the
buildings are so tall and
huge,” said French student
Aurelien Abbruzze.
“It is bigger than
France,” said Riwan Djeroud. “Everything is bigger
in America.”
They left New York
and arrived in St. Louis last
week. The French students
spent time exploring popular destinations in St. Louis,
including Forest Park, Cahokia, and Busch Stadium.
“For the hosts, it’s mostly showing them the city on
the weekends and hanging out with friends; trying
to show them the teenage
American lifestyle,” said Pietro Galante, a SLUH senior
who went to France last year

and is hosting Chartes student Théo Coens.
One particularly interesting experience for the
exchange students was their
visit to the History Museum, where they learned
about the influence and entwinement of French and
American history.
“It is very interesting
for us French people to discover all of the years of the
settlements of people coming here from Europe. We
study history, but we study
the history of France,” said
French chaperone Bernard
Boilait. “We don’t learn
much about the history of
America.”
On Wednesday this
week, shadowing their
SLUH host students, the
French scholars also witnessed the SLUH student
life, attending classes for a
full day. In honor of the students’ visit, French teacher
Kevan Morshed worked
with the International Club
to organize a tasting of
some unique, native French
cheeses during activity period. By the end of the day,
the students realized some
differences between their
school in Chartres and
SLUH.
“Our school has a lot
fewer people and has a lot
smaller campus,” said one of
the exchange students, Louis Brunel. “You all dress very
nice here. At our school, we
can wear what we want. We
usually wear T-shirts and
shorts.”
While in St. Louis,
the French students stayed

BY Will McCann
REPORTER

O

ne following dress
code in khakis and
a collared shirt, the other
wearing a Spongebob costume made when he was in
grade school, the Pitti twins
would seem to be opposites
of each other in everything
but looks. But the doppelgängers’ stories, personalities, and interests are cut
from the same cloth.
Born on June 21, 2001,
the Pitti twins emerged
from the womb via Csection in the operating
room at St. Luke’s Hospital,
with Lucas, mom’s favorite,
charging ahead of Carlo by
three minutes. They call
Town and Country home,
and it’s there they attended
Saint Monica’s Catholic
grade school for nine years.
During their upbringing in West County, confusion resulting from their
appearance was commonplace. So common, in fact,
that their parents pulled an
ingenious solution to the
problem.
“They separated us by
blue and red. I had blue,
Carlo had red,” Lucas recalled. “Yeah, they colorcoded us.”
They also had one other indicator of which boy
was which.
“He’s a little cuter than
me,” said Carlo.
When the Pitti twins
arrived at SLUH, they
changed their color-coding
ways to something much
continued on page 4 more simple and practical.

“I wear glasses now,”
said Lucas. “That’s like the
only way they can tell us
apart now.”
“We (still) get confused
every day,” noted Carlo.
Despite being in different friend groups, the twins
still occasionally hang out
on the weekends. They’re
even beginning to bridge
the apparent gap between
their friend groups.
“He’s leaching into my
friend group,” Lucas said of
Carlo.
After they had, for the
most part, established their
separateness as individuals,
the pair decided they would
both participate in cross
country and pole vaulting,
showing true athleticism in
both sports.
“For vaulting, yeah (I’m
on varsity),” Carlo humbly
noted.
“I should be on varsity,”
added Lucas.
The love-love relationship between the two brothers really shines when they
are asked who has more talent in pole vaulting or cross
country.
“Both,” the look-alikes
stated simultaneously, neither one wanting to put
either of them above the
other.
However, outside of
sports, especially in the video games arena, one twin
believes he reigns supreme.
“That’s not even a question,” Lucas answered about
his Fortnite supremacy. “I
have a hundred solo (wins),
a hundred duo (wins), and
like three hundred squads

(wins). I have like 500 wins,”
Lucas bragged. “I’ve played
3300 games of Fortnite. Lots
of hours.”
Despite the present
sibling rivalry in video
games and the separation
of the boys in different social circles, the two brothers are as close as brothers
can be. Laughing at each
other’s jokes, poking fun

Lucas (left) and Carlo (right)
Pitti.

at each other, and maintaining their equal sense of
happiness and individuality around everyone in the
school, it’s no wonder they
get confused for each other
all the time. SLUH would be
lucky to just have one Pitti,
but we are doubly blessed to
have two.
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Letter to the editors:

“Keep listening to music. All of it.”
To the editors:
Last week, a commentary was printed in the Prep
News entitled “Music and
the Brotherhood of BS”
which decried the use of
music that “overtly contradicts (SLUH) core values”
of “justice, respect, dignity,
and other life-affirming
values” at SLUH functions,
such as school dances, and
included a call to be “counter cultural and fight against
the ‘brotherhood of BS.’” I
disagree. This is why:
First, the commentary
suggests that the “music
played at dances has gotten more and more explicit, peaking this past [Fall
Ball].” While the music may
have been more blatant in
nature than in the past, it
was just as explicit as the
top of the Billboard Hot
100 has been for decades.
From “Light My Fire” by
The Doors, to “Jessie’s Girl”
by Rick Springfield, to “Every Breath You Take” by The
Police, to “Macarena” by Los
Del Rio, to “Despacito” by
Luis Fonsi and Daddy Yankee, the large majority of
number one songs over the
past 50 years have not dealt
with justice, respect, dignity, or other life-affirming
values.

Now, I don’t have an
answer for what we’re supposed to play in place of
the sexually explicit or
otherwise
“un-Christian”
music that dominates the
current scene, but, if dances are truly a “time to escape the stresses of school
and be with friends” as the
commentary suggests, it
shouldn’t matter what the
DJ plays. If escapism is the
final goal of a dance, and
the music played is a tool
to achieve that escape, then
much like retweets by most
newscasters or politicians,
the act of dancing along
doesn’t equal endorsement.
Second, music itself
doesn’t equal endorsement.
It can. I listen to Willie Nelson and Woody Guthrie not
only because I like outlaw
country and folk music, but
also because I agree with
their views. They aren’t perfect though. Willie Nelson’s
“On the Road Again” has the
line “Like a band of Gypsies,
we go down the highway.” Is
“gypsy” a racial slur? I don’t
know. I’m not Romani. Do
some Romani consider it a
racial slur? Absolutely. Does
that change that Willie Nelson used it in his song? No.
Does that change that I’m
going to listen to the song?
No.

One of my favorite
songs, “People II: The Reckoning” by AJJ has a set of
lines that go: “There’s a bad
man in everyone / No matter who we are.” First, you
may think, that’s an awfully
bold claim, but machines do
not torture, knives do not
stab of their own accord,
tanks were not produced for
play, warfare is not natural.
Humankind is wrought with
evil. That doesn’t mean we
all want to act on it. If AJJ
is right, and there is a despicable evil inside of me, I
would much rather let it out
through music and dance
than my own actions.
Music has been a constant throughout my life,
especially in the four years
I’ve been at SLUH. Across
faith crises and confusion
and happiness and ecstasy
and anger and sorrow, music, of varying genres, has
been near. I use music to
escape. Sometimes I want to
escape my fear. Other times
I want to escape my rage.
Other times I want to escape
in my joy. Other times I just
want to know that this isn’t
the first time. Sometimes
you want to hear “Love Will
Hold Us Together” and lose
yourself. Other times, even
the name Matt Maher is
enough to split your head

3

Film screening at
SLUH Nov. 18

open.
I could not count how
many times I heard curse
words unabashedly shouted at Fall Ball. I could not
count how many curse
words I added to that number. I could not count how
many songs that promote
drug use or objectify women
blared through speakers as
hundreds of teenagers sang
along. I know I was one of
those dancing. I enjoyed the
dance. I had a good time.
And in the waxing hours of
the morning, as the ecstasy
of my waning adrenaline
slithered out from my body,
I smiled as I fell asleep,
knowing my limbs would be
sore later and satisfied with
the DJ’s choice of songs,
which allowed me to let go,
of myself, of everything,
and dance a Saturday night
away.
Keep listening to music.
All of it.
—Gabe Lepak, ‘19

Through
the
St.
Louis
International
Film
Festival’s
Cinema for Students program,
SLUH is sponsoring a screening of
Day One, in the Si Commons at 7:00
PM on Thursday, Nov. 18. Day One
follows a group of teens from war
zones in the Middle East and Africa
as they are resettled in St. Louis
and enrolled at Nahed Chapman
New American Academy, a unique
school in the St. Louis Public
Schools system for refugees. Some
of the subjects of the film will
also be here to answer questions
after the screening on Nov. 18.
This SLUH event is being cosponsored by ACES, Campus
Ministry, Men for Life, Office of
Equity and Inclusion, and the
Ignatian Family Teach-In for
Justice Delegation. The film builds
on SLUH’s school year theme of
Solidarity from Cathlolic Social
Teaching, as well as a focus on
neighborhoods and preparation for
our Bicentennial pilgrimage in the
City of St. Louis Nov. 16. For more
information, contact Mr. Kovarik.

Student review: Alumni Art show
BY SAM GUILLEMETTE

Olde Smoke, by Steve Kuppinger ’99

H

ousing an astounding variety of pieces on a variety
of mediums, the Alumni Art Gallery has something for everyone. Each piece includes a description
as well as a biography of the artist, aiding the viewer
in their interpretation and bringing a more personal
meaning to the piece. Described below are just a few of
the magnificent pieces displayed in the gallery.

S

teve Kuppinger has Pareidolia, “the psychological occurrence of seeing recognizable patterns in everything, and
more specifically, finding faces within those patterns.” Kuppinger uses this gift to create beautiful pieces like the mask
in the Alumni Gallery, created from leather, fibers, beads,
and other found objects. The clever use of leather and scores
of other colorful materials creates a vibrant mask that reveals
more and more to the eye the longer you look at it, including what looks to be a canine tooth in the crown. The idea of
masks and their symbolism is very familiar to all SLUH students, as they are an important literary element for the character of Mercutio in Romeo & Juliet—part of SLUH’s freshman
year English curriculum.
Kuppinger sums up his work and his interpretation of
masks with a quote from Tom Robbins: “to hide one’s telltale
flesh behind the external skeleton of the mask is to display the
universal identity of the inner being in place of the outer identity that is transitory and corrupt.” Kuppinger suggests that
wearing a mask can actually reveal one’s true eternal identity,
rather than concealing.

Flesh of My Flesh, by
Clayton Petras ’11

C

layton Petras’ block print is a visualization of Parkinson’s disease and the way it changes the identities
of those who have it. Much of his work about Parkinson’s was influenced by his own mother and her struggle
with the disease. The black and white print captures the
effects of the disease on both a physical and emotional
level. The distorted, fibrous nature of the print seems to
embody the way the disease adversely affects the muscles
of its victims as well as evoke the feelings of anxiety and
depression—two of the disease’s most prominent emotional effects. The piece is free flowing yet grotesque,
capturing the beauty and horror of Parkinson’s.

photo | Louis Barnes

Michael & Carey, by Paul
Lodes ’98

A

photo

| Liam John

t first glance, Lodes’s print appears to be a picture of two
men in his life embracing. The image brings simple questions to mind: who are the men? Lovers? Brothers? Further
examination of the piece reveals multiple layers of prints hidden beneath the most prominent one. A barely visible white
outline of a face covers most of the frame. Different phrases,
perhaps quotes from the two men, are scattered throughout
the foreground and background of the painting in a variety of
colors. The outer border of the print seems to be an entirely
different picture all together, with its own colors, shapes and
words. The vibrant colors and complicated design of the print
draw the eye in and keep it there, as well leave unanswered
questions that inspire interpretation and discussion of the
piece.

photo | Handley Hicks
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High hopes for Nov. 16 Juniors win the Drive for the
downtown adventure Homeless for the most collected
(continued from page 1)

Go Forth trucker hat.

(continued from page 1)

solidarity.
“It’s actually flattering if
the assumption among students is that, if we as a school
are going to go somewhere,
it’s going to be for service.
That’s an awesome framing
of something like this,” said
principal Ian Gibbons, S.J.
While SLUH students,
faculty, and parent volunteers
go out into St. Louis, members
of the greater community are
also encouraged to have a Go
Forth day in their own lives.
“Even if it’s just going
into work, in Tokyo or Paris,
or NYC, or even STL, to wear
some SLUH swag and take a
picture and send it to us, or
even just to go on a pilgrimage in a place where there’s Jesuit affiliation,” said Gibbons.
SLUH
administration
hopes that the day will be
received well by the city, and
that the act will symbolize
a commitment to the city
through the education of
some of its future citizens.
“It will be quite the visual,” said Gibbons. “Twelve
hundred students, faculty,
staff, and parent volunteers
sort of taking over the city is
quite a sight.”

photo | Liam John

All students, faculty, and
volunteers will be given a
SLUH trucker hat for the day.
Participants in Go Forth will
also be encouraged to wear
as much weather appropriate
“SLUH swag” as they can.
“We really should take
a moment to reflect, give
thanks and gratitude for
the graces we’ve received
as a community,” said Carruthers. “One of those graces
is longevity, and also maintaining relevance. There’s a
lot of Catholic schools that
have come and gone, private
schools and schools in general in 200 years. We’re still
strong. We have a good sense
of ourselves, and this is a day
to kind of sit back and remember the connectivity to
those who have gone before
us, to realize and understand
that everything we inherit has
been built for us by others,
and that the city of St. Louis,
in fact, has at least been partially built in this legacy as a
community by what has happened in these walls, and the
various walls of the different
buildings that we’ve existed in
in those 200 years.”

previous years, accepting
toiletries and stressing cash
donations.
“We’ve really stressed
that cash donations are really helpful. Now we’ve realized that the money enables
us to buy things in bulk,”
said Beugg.
The proceeds were
donated to St. Louis Winter Outreach, a nonprofit
network of volunteers who
help homeless individuals
in the St. Louis area find
warmth during the cold
winter months providing
shelter, blankets, and clothing. The nonprofit finds the
homeless in St. Louis, offers them shelter, and gives
them the necessary supplies
to survive the long nights of
winter.
The homeless population in St. Louis, last estimated to be 1,336 by St.
Louis City, has been very
vulnerable to the harsh winters in the past. Senior Pastoral Team members promoting the drive at a prayer
service cited two instances
of homeless men found frozen to death: one man in a
trash bin, and another man,
Grover Perry, in a portable
restroom.
The Senior Pastoral
Team divided the work of
promoting and helping run
the drive into different divisions. At every Senior Pastoral Team meeting, each
division discussed its latest
updates for the drive, and
from there the team discussed which steps were
the most important to take
next.
However, these meetings and decisions did come
with struggles.
“The biggest challenge
I think we faced as a team
was communication because communicating with
over 30 guys is difficult in

practice,” said senior Collin
Funck. “However, we were
able to work through this
better than expected, so that
in the end we were able to
pull it off quite well.”
In addition to organizing the drive, the Senior
Pastoral Team spread the
word and tallied up the donations of each class.
The team marketed
the drive through a prayer
service, all-school emails,
announcements over the intercom, and a belly brigade
of seniors running through
the halls before homeroom
one day shouting information about the drive into
homerooms.
“I always try to see how
I can make drives fun, instead of boring, which is
hard work,” said Senior Pastoral Team member Alvin
Alaphat.
One particularly successful approach that the
Senior Pastoral Team took
to market the drive to students was the production
of a hype video, intended
to encourage students to
participate in the drive and
make the drive more interesting. The music video,
which was shown to students both during lunch
and homeroom, features the
song “God’s Plan” by Drake
and shows seniors gathering
items from around the St.
Louis area and distributing
them to student actors.
“In the music video
(Drake was) going around
to poor people in his community, giving out money
and free things to all these
people in need, so we kind of
made a parody of the same
music video,” explained
Alaphat, who produced and
directed the video.
The team, through
working hard to organize
and promote the drive,
learned about more than

just the value of service.
“In light of the mission of the drive, I recognized that as a team we were
working with the people we
serve and not for them. I
think that there is a significant difference between service and immersion, and I
like to believe that at SLUH
we strive to engage more in
the latter,” said Funck.
In recent years, both the
items donated to the drive
and student promotion of
the drive have changed. One
of the major changes is that
instead of coats, which were
previously emphasized as an
important donation item,
the drive favored blankets,
which are one-size-fits-all.
Class council members also
promoted the drive and reminded their homerooms to
donate each day.
In addition, a friendly
competition between the
classes was created, providing the incentive of a dressdown day to the class who
donated the most items and
the most money. The junior
class came out on top, followed by the freshman, seniors, and the sophomores
in last place.
Through this drive,
and the many other service
and community immersion
opportunities that SLUH
offers, the student body is
encouraged to accept the
homeless as members of the
community, and, through
small acts of kindness, display gratitude and love.
“I think we all have
an opportunity to see that
these people who are struggling are a part of our community,” said Beugg. “We
are focusing on solidarity
this year, and I think our efforts in solidarity with care
and concern for people on
the streets here is a way for
us to show love.”

Innovation Lab to open mid-Dec. for third quarter soft open
(continued from page 1)

it’s still not a safe area to take
tours through or to show,” said
science teacher Kent Kershenski. “We’re going to try and pick
an area where there’s enough
there right now that the families
will be able to see, get a feel for
what that space is going to be
like.”
Due to the ongoing construction, the tours will be restricted to specific areas of the
lab.
Students will also be in the
lab during Open House demonstrating how the lab will function. The planning committees
for the lab consist of students,
faculty, and staff. Some students
leading the initiative are seniors
AJ Storer, Sean McLaughlin,
and Cam Glynn.
Glynn has led on the student side by investing his time
on different committees, working with the Science Department to spark ideas for the lab’s
usage and functionality, and
growing student interest.
“My role for the open
house is to help visiting students

and their families visualize what
the space will be and the importance of the space to the culture
of STEM learning at SLUH,”
said Glynn.
Once the Innovation Lab
is officially complete, students
like Glynn and Storer and select
clubs like Robotics will participate in a soft rollout, opening the
lab doors to limited use while
the team adds the final touches.
Students, faculty, and staff are
working hard to open the lab by
the end of the semester.
“We’d like to have some
kind of opening, but it’s still not
gonna be fully functional yet
because there’s so many issues
with safety, and making sure it’s
properly stocked, and developing programs for it as well,” said
Kershenski.
Eventually, the Science Department hopes that the Innovation Lab will become a space
where students can be inspired
to create and collaborate.
“A true community space:
for teachers to bring classes, for
students to use for passion projects, for clubs, for teachers and

their own passion projects perhaps,” said Russo.
Classes will be implementing the lab in different capacities
alongside personal projects. A
major function of the lab will be
serving students who perform
better hands-on than in a traditional classroom setting.
The Science Department
hopes to use the lab for assessment in the future—replacing
tests with hands-on projects for
certain lessons.

The unfinished Innovation Lab.

“We have just started a discussion on assessment and isn’t
it neat that students will have a
space for a different types of assessment?” said Russo. “They
could create products and outputs that could be presented.”
Sunday’s opening will be
the first opportunity for the majority of SLUH students to see
what it looks like. Kershenski,
Facilities Director Joe Rankin,
Maintenance Director Rick Figge, and their teams have worked

tirelessly to create a presentable
lab to show the future of SLUH.
“There are students who
like to build, to create, to create
in a physical way. They might
not be always the best test takers,” said Kershenski. “Sometimes they are, but we want to
be able to provide alternative
outlets for students to provide
what they know and what they
can do.”

photo | Louis Barnes

SLUH says
“Bonjour”
to the new
French
exchange
students
(continued from page 2)

with SLUH French students, some of whom are
part of a similar immersion
trip to France in the summer, which helps in creating a stronger relationship
between the French and
American students and also
providing them with insight
on life in another country
and culture.
“Their connection with
the culture gets deeper, and
their French gets better,”
said Morshed about the experience the France trip
provides for SLUH students.
Galante plans to return
to France with his family to
reconnect with the people
and culture that he experienced in France last year.
“I am going on a trip
with my family, but I plan to
meet the people that I previously hosted and the new
guy, Theo,” said Galante.
The French students
also experienced a wide
variety of American foods,
some of which were different than what they would
have back home.
“When
you
think
American food, you always
think of junk food or hamburgers, but there is different food that you can find
in New York and St. Louis.
It is not that often that you
find some Mexican food in
France. It was new for me,”
said Monsieur Boilait.
Yet while the trip will
last three weeks, Galante,
suggested that a longer period of time in the United
States would create an even
deeper
connection
between SLUH and the French
school.
“I really wish that we
could have them for an entire semester or we could
be over there for an entire
semester as it is really fun,”
said Galante.
Not only was this an
opportunity for interactions
among students, but the
principal of the school in
Chartres also came on the
trip to learn about St. Louis
and the schools here.
“The principal who
came this year met with Fr.
Gibbons and other teachers.
We showed him around, and
he was taking pictures of everything because it is so different,” said Morshed.
“It was very exciting to
have him with us,” said Boilait. “He spent almost four
days with us in Saint Louis
and was with us in New York.”
The exchange was a resounding success, with both
groups being able to improve their language skills,
and just as importantly, develop bonds of friendship
and a better understanding
of the world around them
through the culture and his-
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Trick or treat: Jokes and costumes of the SLUH community
Why did the Energizer Bunny get arrested?
He was charged with battery.
- John Torack

What do Kermit the Frog and Jack the
Ripper have in common?
The same middle name!
- Ian Gibbons

What do you call an Where does guacaillegally parked frog?
mole live?
Toad
An avaCONDO.
- Rich Wehner
- Max Mantych

What is a calculus teacher’s favorite way
to order online products?
Amazon Prime!
- Paul Gillam and Mr. Don Steingruby
Why can you never trust the letter J?
Because it always acts on Impulse!
- Bryce Van Bree

Students and friend as ILJSA from SpongeBob Square Pants.

What do you call security guards working at the Samsung store?
Guardians of the galaxy!
- Cole Gannon

What did the Italian
I want to give a quick shout out to side- chef do after he died?
photo | courtesy of Jackson DuCharme

walks.
Thanks for keeping me off the streets.
- Kyle Hannan

He pasta way.
- Luke Giunta

I like telling dad
jokes.
Sometimes he
laughs.
- Peter Dillon

No Shave November
During the month of November, the Prep News will be following these two students and
one faculty member as they
grow their facial hair out. Each
week, you will see their progress as their bare skin turns
into a bush of hair.

Max Wilson ’19

Nick Storer ’21

Mr. Bradley Mueller

photos | Paul Gillam
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How the SLUH
community does
Halloween
(continued from page 1)

rap) was an iconic YouTube
video. Everybody knew it.
It was so funny to us and it
was so good. There were a
couple years where we went
up to McDonald’s and did
the whole rap.”
Similarly, Toussaint recalls a tradition she practiced in her youth that she
still follows. This tradition,
she admits, is a bit ironic.
“As a kid, we would
always have chili and cornbread on Halloween growing up and I hated it,” said
Toussaint. “And now I do
the same thing for my kids.”
Furthermore,
some
people’s Halloween experiences were heavily dependent on where they grew up.
Spanish teacher Maria Paz
Campos was born in Chile,
a country that does not celebrate Halloween, but has
enjoyed practicing some
American Halloween customs since she moved to St.
Louis in 2014.
Since Chile is a majority Catholic country, however, a lot of emphasis is
placed on All Saints Day
rather than Halloween.
“That’s a holiday. Nobody goes to school, it’s a
national holiday,” said Campos. “You and your family
go to the cemetery, and it’s
more respectful; you mourn
the people that have passed.”

Even within the United
States, traditions vary from
region to region. Mohr, a
Baton Rouge, La. native,
noted that the voodoo culture, something particularly
prominent in Louisiana, was
amped up heavily around
Halloween. He also noted
the haunted cornfield mazes
that would pop up in rural
Louisiana.
“There was one (maze)
that I always heard was in
the shape of a crawfish, so
you would go through the
crawfish (and) during Halloween, as the weeks got
closer, it would be filled
with haunted villains,” said
Mohr. “I remember in eighth
grade going with a group,
and these guys jumped out
and scared the heck out of
us. One of the girls threw
her flashlight at this guy, so
it was just really bad. We actually were kicked out.”
Ultimately, family traditions, regional influences
and adopted customs culminate to create a unique
experience for each person
in this fall festivity. Whether
their Halloween traditions
come from Chile or from
chili, almost everyone has a
unique relationship with the
holiday.
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T-minus one week: Swimming begins final
countdown to state meet

Swimming celebrating their MCC win Tuesday.

Joe Feder and Nicholas
Dalaviras
STAFF, REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High swim
and dive team entered the
home stretch of the 2018 season
this past week with both the JV
and varsity squads showcasing
incredible amounts of improvement at the MICDS Invitational,
the JV Conference Championships, and the MCC Championships.
Every season, the MICDS
Invitational serves as the final
opportunity for swimmers who
are close to qualifying for state
to swim in a nice facility and
try to achieve their goal times.
Although conference is the final meet of the regular season
for the JV and varsity teams,
MICDS was a great opportunity
for JV to swim some different
events, but it also gave varsity’s
state hopefuls another opportunity to qualify.
After the warmup break,
which took place in between
the 50 freestyle and the 100
butterfly, junior Carson Massie
dropped four seconds, sophomore Charlie Wills dropped

over five seconds, and senior
Jack Bodnar dropped a second
in the 100 butterfly.
The 100 fly started a streak
of significant time drops for the
Jr. Bills, and in the next event,
sophomore Eli Butters qualified for state in the 100 freestyle,
shaving nearly two seconds
from his previous best with a
49.84. Sophomore Joe McArthur also dropped a second from
his best time in the 100 free.
Junior Patrick Moehn then
dropped four seconds in his
specialty event, the 500 freestyle,
and put himself in good position
to be consolated into the state
meet. The top 32 entrants in
each event swim at state, including those who have not achieved
an automatic qualifying time, if
there are not 32 entrants with
the automatic cut. Moehn’s 500
time is currently ranked 43rd
in the state, and freshman Ned
Mehmeti is ranked 42nd.
Next, Butters led off the
200 freestyle relay, and in his
second 50 free of the night, after swimming it previously in
the individual event, he got his
second state cut in the 50 free-

photo | Mr. Michael Slatin

style, 22.66, which counts as an
individual qualifying time because he led off the relay. Senior
captain Jarrett Schneider got his
first individual state cut of the
season in the 100 backstroke,
swimming a 57.48, after qualifying for state for the first time
at the MICDS meet last year as
well.
“Having gotten (the state
qualifying time) last year, I was
really confident that I’d get it
again, but I was thinking it’d
be earlier in the season, like at
COMO,” said Schneider. “Actually having the expectation of
being able to get the cut made it
that much more of a relief that I
got it before the very last chance.
It was liberating.”
The final individual event
of the night, the 100 breaststroke, sparked mild controversy
as sophomore Mikhail Shulepov
swam to a new state qualifying
time that would have won the
event, but was disqualified for
swimming in the wrong heat.
The DQ was not overturned
even after coach Lindsey Ehret
talked to the officials. Junior Jordan Smith then swam to a best

time in the 100 breaststroke,
dropping over three seconds.
The dive team continued
its streak of wins as the trio of juniors Gabe and Max Manalang
and freshman Sebastian Lawrence swept the top three, scoring first, third, and second respectively.Sophomore Owen
Cooney finished sixth.
“We were second (in the
meet), which was a good showing for JV because they had a lot
of races,” said head coach Lindsey Ehret.
Just around 14 hours after
the conclusion of the MICDS
Invite, the Jr. Bills took to the
water once again at the Forest
Park Community College natatorium for JV MCCs. The meet
was the final competition of the
season for the JV squad and a
few varsity team members.
Freshman Alex Wentz
dropped a second in the 200 IM
and placed fourth, and McArthur followed in the 50 freestyle
and dropped nearly a second to
get third place. Freshman Nick
Figge saw a significant time
drop of more than four seconds
in the 100 butterfly, and freshmen Adam Fennewald and Sam
French swam the 500 freestyle
for the first time, placing third
and fourth, respectively, in the
event.
“Both meets were a lot of
fun,” said French. “The pool at
MICDS was really nice, and it
was a lot of fun being with the
whole team.”
The Jr. Bills accomplished
yet another season team goal
as they swam to victory at JV
MCCs, beating the second place
team, De Smet Jesuit, by nearly
100 points.
“It was great,” Ehret said
of the win. “I think the future
is pretty solid for SLUH swimming based on what we’ve seen
from the freshmen.”
On Monday, the varsity

continued on page 7

Controversial goal sends soccer into district
final; season ends at 3-0 loss to Oakville

BY Chris Staley and
Blake Obert

past junior goalkeeper Peter
Mehlville did not hold
Herrmann, taking the lead the lead for long though, as
with 16 minutes left in the junior Ethan Joly knocked
he SLUH soccer season first half.
the ball in off a bounce with
ended this week after
a 3-0 playoff loss against
Oakville, whom the team
faced after an overtime
first round win against
Mehlville. The up and down
season ended as many
games this year have, with
a strong performance from
the Jr. Bills, but an inability
to take control on the scoreboard.
The first game of
the playoffs took place at
SLUH against Mehlville
High School. The game
started off slow with the
ball switching possession
frequently. It continued on
with few chances from both
squads until the Mehlville Sophomore Jaylen Sinclair against
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott
offense managed to slip one Oakville.
SPORTS EDITOR, STAFF
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six minutes left to tie the
score at 1-1 to finish the
half.
“We had a really good
idea of the system Mehlville
played and knew that we
were going to have plenty of
opportunities to score,” said
senior captain Alex Lehmann.
“The thing that set us
apart wasn’t our touch or
our passing, but it was who
wanted it more,” said senior
captain Brian Lymberopoulos. “I truly believe that we
wanted that game more and
that’s why we came out with
the win.”
After the half, the Jr.
Bills began to apply pressure and seemed to be more
in control of the game. Despite this, they were unable
to put any shots in the net

continued on page 7

Rackers takes second;
propels XC through do-ordie sectionals to state
Peter LaBarge, Joseph
Callahan
REPORTERS

I

n the hills of Washington,
Mo., the St. Louis U. High
cross country team raced in
sectionals in a do-or-die race.
They needed to finish in the
top four teams to advance
state, and they did just that.
As a team, they finished third,
behind only Lafeyette and
Kirkwood and advanced to
race this Saturday at the State
Championship in Jefferson
City.
Junior Lucas Rackers,
finishing first for the Jr. Bills
for the second straight week,
improving on his third place
district. Racing near the front
of the pack from the start,
Rackers finished second behind only Kirkwood’s Christian Baker, who has not lost to
a Missourian this season.
Once again, senior Patrick Hetlage and junior Noah
Scott were the second and
third SLUH runners to cross
the line. Finishing just 20
seconds behind Rackers, Het-

The varsity team before the race.

lage (13th) and Scott (14th)
earned Second-Team All-Sectional honors.
Although racing in a
more competitive field, seniors Reed Milnor and Chris
Staley both improved from
their finishes at districts. Milnor placed 33rd at sectionals
after placing 34th at districts,
and Staley improved over 40
places from districts.
“I think this is really what
both Reed and I need,” said
Staley. “Coming off an injury
I’ve had for about a month
and a half, I think I did really
well. Reed was right in front
of me for almost the whole
race and he kind of pulled me
along, which was nice.”
Finally, juniors Adam
Mittendorf (39th) and Joe
Callahan (41st) finished within half of a second of each
other after racing alongside
each other for most of the
race.
Although the Jr. Bills
ended up losing to Lafayette
by 25 points, two miles into
the race, they were within
seven places of first place.
This stat shows that the pro-

gram certainly has a chance of
bringing home the state title.
Hopefully, the atmosphere of
the state meet will enable the
boys to maintain the mental
intensity required to close the
final mile of the state meet,
the final SLUH cross country
race for all senior runners.
“This last week I’ve been
thinking about how this is my
last cross country race ever,
and I can’t help but reminisce
on my early freshman year
races like O’Fallon and the
Forest Park 3K,” said Staley.
“Saturday, we’re gonna go out,
run our race, and feast on the
competition.”
On Saturday, the team
hopes to complete one of its
season goals: to be a trophy
team by placing in the top
four. SLUH hasn’t trophied at
state since 2014, so this goal is
important for the program to
end a drought.
“It was actually a goal
Coach Porter told me after
state last year,” said Staley.
“For the past three years I’ve
been here, we’ve gotten 11th,

photo | Mr. Jim Hetlage

10th, and 10th at state, which
is pretty bad considering we
won back to back in 2012 and
2013 and got second in 2014. I
think top four is easily attainable, but we really want to get
first.”
They will once again be
in competition against Kirkwood and Lafayette and will
be racing against Rockhurst
for the second time this season. The team will also be racing against Hickman and Raymore-Peculiar, both of which
are threats to their hope of
being a trophy team.
Still, the runners are
staying positive and hope to
have the best race of their season on Saturday. As they have
continuously stressed the past
few weeks, members of the
team hope that they can build
off their previous races to set
them up for state.
“Our goal for Saturday
is to get out and make sure
to attack the hills. We need to
continue to build off of districts and sectionals and need
to race to our full potential to
have a big day,” said Rackers.
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Momentum for soccer not enough to A plethora of personal records and
topple speedy Oakville in district final state cuts sets the mood for state
(continued from page 6)

and the game remained
scoreless and headed to
overtime.
“We felt confident going into overtime because
we knew we still had our
legs. If you saw Mehlville

that game, and they kept
reminding us of it. Confidence in the game of soccer
is key, and we had it the first
half.”
Entering the second,
the team looked to improve
upon the first half. After

Senior Alex Lehmann dribbling past an Oakville defender.

they were just completely
dead, but we prepared for
this game all season, and
it ended well,” said Lymberopoulos. “I believe the
momentum that pushed the
team wasn’t really one person, but it was just the idea
of it being our last game.”
In overtime, the Jr.
Bills came out hot. SLUH
seemed to be on the offense
for the entire OT with many
free kicks awarded to them.
About six minutes into OT,
the ball was deflected off the
goalie and junior Charles
Neuwirth sent a rocket into
the net off the bounce. As
the Jr. Bills celebrated their
win and advancement to the
district finals, Mehlville got
into an altercation with the
ref over a possible missed
call. Cussing, pushing, and
threats led to Mehlville parents and players having to
be escorted out of the game.
“We didn’t let it affect
us in any way,” said Lehmann. “We all just walked
away and avoided any altercation.”
The Jr. Bills returned to
their field for the last time
of the season on Tuesday to
play Oakville for the District Championship. SLUH
entered the game fired up
and had possession of the
ball for nearly the entire
half. The offense had many
opportunities, but they
were unable to finish any of
their shots and left the game
scoreless up to the half.
“I sincerely believe that
the first half of the game
against Oakville was some
of the best soccer all year.
Everyone was confident and
it was showing on the field.
We brought so much energy
that Oakville didn’t know
how to react,” said Lymberopoulos. “I believe a lot of
the confidence came from
the coaches. They knew we
were so well prepared for

an outstanding save from
the Oakville keeper on a
shot sent from Neuwirth,
the game appeared to be
in favor of the Jr. Bills, but
the momentum did not last
long. A fantastic play from
Oakville striker Jacob Bilyeu resulted in an unstoppable top corner shot, making
the score 1-0 Oakville. The
Jr. Bills knew Bilyeu would
be a problem for them as
he’s sometimes described
as “the best non-Academy
player” in St. Louis soccer.
“We knew that in order
to win we had to take him
out of the game completely,”
said Lehmann. “We did a
great job of this in the first
half, but I think Oakville
made some adjustments at
halftime and allowed Bilyeu
to sit lower between Hammond and I which allowed
him to get the ball more and
be more dangerous.”
SLUH had not lost hope
and the fan section was still
roaring, but the energy was
soon decreased as the speed
of Bilyeu allowed him to
blow past the SLUH defense
and strike again, making
the score 2-0 Oakville.
“There are a lot of reasons and excuses to why we
couldn’t stop Bilyeu, and
frankly what it comes down
to is that he’s a super good
player,” said Lymberopoulos. “We shut him down in
the first half because we retained so much possession,
but it was a little looser in
the second half.”
SLUH looked to do
whatever they could to
come back. Despite getting some possession time,
Oakville managed to put
the nail in the coffin of the
SLUH season with 15 minutes left, putting them up
3-0. They would take this
lead to the end of the game
and finish the Jr. Bills’ season.

“I think everyone put
this team off from the start
and what I will never forget
about this team was that we
never let what other people
said or our record keep us
from wanting to get better every single day,” said

(continued from page 6)

had their first chance to
dominate the MCC at the preliminary session of the Conference Championships. Being a
prelim session, the main goal of
the meet was not to swim best
times, but to earn a spot in the
top 12 swimmers, thus earning the opportunity to swim at
Tuesday’s finals.
The Jr. Bills accomplished
this goal with ease. Not only did
each swimmer qualify for finals
in every one of their individual
events, but the team snatched
eight of the eleven top seeds for
the swimming events, placing
them in a very comfortable position heading into the next day’s
events.
Despite the majority of the
team facing exhaustion due to
the fast-paced nature of the meet
and the lack of a taper (lowering
the intensity of practice to enhance performance at meets),
one swimmer in particular was
able to push through the discomfort to achieve his first state
cut in the 100 breaststroke: Russian exchange student Shulepov.
“He is so powerful,” said
Ehret as he pulled his chest out
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott of the water, lunging forward
with each monstrous stroke.
Shulepov’s time of 1:02.95
Lehmann, who spent all
four years of SLUH soccer is not only the fastest on SLUH’s
on varsity. I think if you
watch film from our first
game to our last the improvements are night and
day and that is all thanks to
Coach O’Connell.”
The Jr. Bills season
ended like many of their
games this year; they were
unable to put up points despite strong showings on
both sides of the ball.
“When we got into the
final third, it’s about making the right decision.” said team, but it also places him 14th
coach Bob O’Connell. “The in the state.
next part is, Can we learn
After the swimmers
from this? Next year when wrapped up their session, it was
they are in similar situa- time for the divers to spring
tions, they (will) make that into the competition. As an 11right decision.”
dive meet, the session lasted
Despite ending the sea- nearly an hour and a half, endson 7-15-1, the team was ing around 8 p.m., but Lawerstill happy with its vast im- ence, Cooney, and Gabe and
provement.
Max Manalang were resilient,
“I think some of the with Gabe, Lawerence, and Max
guys even surprised them- finishing in second, third, and
selves with all they were
able to accomplish,” said
O’Connell. “I know the record isn’t what the guys
want, but at the end of the
season I’m proud at how far BY Brad Pike and Nick
Prainito
they’ve come.”
CORE STAFF, STAFF
At the beginning of the
season, the team had fewer
he St. Louis U. High footseniors and more underball program wrapped
classmen. The squad had up its season last Friday, with
to improve team chemis- the varsity team falling in the
try throughout the year, MSHSAA district quarterfinals
and hopefully, the larger- for the second year in a row to
than-usual number of un- CBC, 63-0.
derclassmen will keep this
As was the case for most of
chemistry going into next the season, the loss was caused
year.
by lackluster performance on
“Moving forward, us both offense and defense for
nine seniors could not be the Jr. Bills. CBC scored two
more excited for what’s in touchdowns on their first two
store for the younger play- plays of the game, crushing
ers,” said Lehmann. “I think SLUH’s enthusiasm, and thet
with a year of experience used their dual threat offense
under their belt, they are to run through and pass over
really going to have a domi- the Jr. Bill defense. Meanwhile,
nant season next year.”
on offense, SLUH struggled
to gain yardage all night. The
Cadets’ elite defense was able
to keep the Jr. Bills’ running

fourth respectively, and Cooney
rounding out the group in
eighth due to a failed dive. Overall, the squad scored 41 points,
starting the Swimbills off with
a healthy lead over conference
rival CBC.
Conference finals arrived
with no shortage of stellar swims
from the Jr. Bills who outscored
the second place Cadets by 112
points.
The 200 medley relay team
of freshmen Cooper Scharff
and Jonas Hostetler, junior Andrew Zimmerman, and Shulepov opened the floodgates
for SLUH, finding themselves
just over two seconds off of the
school record set last year.
Up next in the 200 freestyle, senior captain Daniel Fink
out-touched his opponent to
take third. Fink was one of the
few swimmers who did not “suit
up” for the meet, resorting to his
SLUH Speedo.
“It’s a show of confidence
in himself,” said Ehret. “It shows
that he’s going to go really fast
when he does put his tech suit
on and tapers.”
In addition to Fink’s standout swim, fellow senior captain
Joe Feder took home the gold
medal for the 200 freestyle with
a time of 1:43.25, lowering the
meet record—which he set last
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year—by over a second and finishing with a season-best time.
Scharff led the pack in the
200 IM, dropping nine seconds
from his prelims time. Finishing
behind him were senior Garrett
Baldes (third) and juniors Josh
Brown (fourth) and Evan Lu
(fifth), each of whom saw similar time drops.
The 100 freestyle was a
potent race for the U. High, as
Feder and Zimmerman landed

a one-two punch against their
opponents, but perhaps the
greatest event of the evening
for SLUH was the 500 freestyle, where Fink, junior Sean
Santoni, Mehmeti and Moehn
placed first through fourth, with
the nearest competitor finishing over five seconds behind the
pack.
Scharff nabbed another
gold in the 100 backstroke,
touching the wall just 0.4 seconds in front of a senior from
CBC, but the standout swimmer of the event was senior
Luke Brawer, who dropped two
seconds to crush the 1:00 barrier with a time of 58.76, earning
him a place on the State team.
“It was the best feeling
ever,” said Brawer. “I just remember screaming and slapping the water. It’s my best
memory from swimming.”
After strong swims from
Shulepov, Lu, Baldes, and junior Adam Simokaitis in the
100 breaststroke, the 400 freestyle relay team of Feder, Fink,
Scharff, and senior captain Will
Slatin won the final gold medal
of the meet, officially making
the team conference champions.
But there is no rest for the
state swimmers and divers, as
they were right back in the pool
on Wednesday for the final week
of training before the MSHSAA
State Championships, where the
team will be facing stiff competition from teams from Columbia
and Kansas City.
“We’ve got some obstacles,
like state finals being at 10 a.m.
on Friday,” said Ehret. “It’s unfortunate that we can’t have
anyone come out and watch, but
we know why we’re swimming,
what we’re swimming for, what’s
on the line, and hopefully we
know how to get there.”
Aside from getting plenty
of rest in the next week and focusing on the details of their
strokes, the only thing remaining for the state squad to do
is to get hyped up, one of the
strengths of the team.
“The SwimBills are like an
anglerfish,” said Zimmerman.
“We’re drawing out Liberty
and Lee’s Summit North with a
dangling, dazzling light, only to
swallow them whole.”

Football loses 63-0 to top-ranked
Cadets in first round of playoffs

T

game—SLUH’s main offensive
attack this year—at bay, and
passes fell incomplete. CBC
also managed to capitalize defensively on three consecutive
offensive drives for SLUH, resulting in two interceptions for
touchdowns and one fumble
recovery for another score.
The Jr. Bills finished the
season at 1-9 after going 3-7 last
season. Head coach Mike Jones
wrapped up his second season
at the helm of the football program.
Though the season is in
the rear view mirror, it won’t
be long before training and
serious workouts start back up
again, according to Jones.
“The offseason for football
will begin after Thanksgiving.
We know we have a lot of multiple sport athletes,” said Jones.
He added that because many

football players are involved in
winter sports, there will be a
little break before getting back
at it.
“Ultimately it’s just about
improving individually so that
we can improve as a whole,”
said junior defensive back Tay
Wiley, commenting on the
team’s offensive strategy for
next year. “A lot of us are doing winter and spring sports to
keep us conditioned.”
There is a lot of hope and
excitement for the next few
years of the program. Many
juniors and underclassmen
dressed out or played in varsity games this fall, so everyone
is hoping that this experience
will translate into success. The
underclassmen B-team won
several games and the MCC
Championship.

continued on page 8
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Sustainability signs
In an effort to encourage
stronger recycling and composting habits, the Sustainability
Committee created signs with
helpful hints signaling what can
be recycled, composted, and
thrown away. Each table in the
Si Commons, as well as the Currigan room, boasts a new sign.
Along with the table signs, two
large wheelable signboards have
been installed in the Commons
at exits that have information
about recycling, compost, and
trash bins. In the short time
the signs have been on display,
sustainability chair Anne-Marie
Lodholz has seen an uptick in
proper waste disposal.

AMDG

All Saints Day Mass
On Thursday, the whole
school attended Mass in the
Si Commons to celebrate All
Saints Day, a holy day of obligation within the Catholic Church.
The Mass, celebrated by Rev.
Ralph Houlihan, S.J., focused on
venerating the canonized saints
in the Catholic Church. The call
to worship before Mass and the
homily given by Houlihan explored the sexual abuse scanal
within the Catholic church.
Blood Drive
On Tuesday, SLUH’s semiannual blood drive took place
in the Danis Lobby. A significant
spike in the number of partici-

pants and the number of units of
blood collected was noted. In an
email sent to the school, blood
drive coordinator and science
teacher Tim O’Keefe said 83
people—a mixture of students,
faculty, and parents—showed
up to donate and 66 units of
blood—roughly 66 pints of
blood, or about six humans’
worth. Last year, 57 donors
came and 50 units of blood were
collected.

Giant Apple
On Thursday, Senior Marty
Jaskiewicz made an announcement during junior/senior
lunch to bring attention to the
elephantine apple he was eating.

The apple, bigger than a softball,
was presented to the students at Friday, November 2
Regular Schedule
lunch. Students eating in the Si F/C 1st Friday Mass
Commons were amazed at the Ignatian Family Teach-In
size of the apple and greeted it AP
College of William and Mary
with cheering and applause.
Snack—Texas Sweet Pretzel
French Cheese
Members of the international club and the French program
gathered in 215C with the recently arrived French exchange
students for French cheese tasting. The group tested a variety
of cheese from regions across
France, and they learned about
cultural significance of cheese
from Monsieur Bernard Boilait.
— Compiled by Paul Gillam and Johno Jackson

Science Department discusses curriculum,
Innovation Lab in department day away
BY Matthew Thibodeau
STAFF

T

eachers from the Science
Department spent last Friday at Saint Louis University’s
Jesuit Hall, discussing the department’s curriculum. Discussing “transfer goals”—or what
the department hopes students
can do on their own at the end
of their course of study in science—for a student’s life beyond
science classes, teachers focused
on key learning points for students in the required courses of
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Teachers also laid out their
plans to use the Innovation Lab,
which could be open in the second semester.
The department planned
to address three topics during
the day: the department placemats, course placemats, and
assessment. A placemat gives a
general overview of the essential
pieces of the curriculum.
The day began with discussions of course-specific goals,
addressing the Biology, Chemistry and Physics courses. Teachers representing each course
presented their goals to the oth-

er teachers present and received
feedback and questions about
their plans.
“It was really good to hear
some ways we can tweak (our
goals) based on what we see in
(presentations) and the feedback we get from other teachers,” said Physics teacher Paul
Baudendistel. “It was good to get
outside eyes looking at us.”
After discussing specific
courses, teachers broadened
their conversation, focusing on
the goals of the entire department. They highlighted the concepts students should understand through science classes,
such as one’s environmental impact, and highlighted the skills
students should gain through
SLUH’s science courses, such as
discerning patterns or designing
meaningful experiments.
“We look at what we want
them to know and be able to do
at the end, and then we make
sure that, if we’re not reaching
those goals, we’re changing to
achieve those goals,” said Science Department chair Mary
Russo.
“We’re not after producing physicists. We’re after, ulti-

mately, cultivating a mindset of
being a responsible citizen, using science to inform decisions,
collaborating, communicating
scientific understanding,” said
Baudendistel. “It’s not the content, ultimately, that we’re as
concerned with as understanding the process.”
In addition, the department addressed the assessment
portion of the science curriculum. Teachers wanting to use
more than just multiple choice
tests to evaluate a student’s
knowledge looked for alternative methods of assessment.
“Beyond common multiple choice tests, we wanted to
look at more creative assessment
strategies,” said Russo. “We want
to make sure we’re engaging
students on a high level, with
measurable outcomes. Lab reports are important, essays get
us close, but what if students, as
part of their assessment, had to
actually create something?”
Going forward, the teachers will use creative forms of
assessment, hoping to show students the value of these courses
beyond numbers and grade letters.

Saturday, November 3
Ignatian Family Teach-In
10:10AM V Cross Country State Championship
1:00PM JV Racquetball Doubles

Sunday, November 4
Ignatian Family Teach-In
Open House
NIE Overnight at MAC

Monday, November 5
Ignatian Family Teach-In
8:00AM Faculty and Staff Retreat
3:30PM V-1 Racquetball vs DeSmet
JV1-2 Racquetball vs DeSmet
JV2-2 Racquetball vs DeSmet

Tuesday, November 6

No Classes

Regular Schedule

“These methods retain the Loyola Santa Shop
good stuff we’re already doing AP
Senior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
and just taking it up one notch,
Snack—Mini Tacos
so students can see that it’s not Lunch Special—Chinese
just this mind-numbing game
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
of points. We want to go from
Late Start
that grading culture to learning Wednesday, November 7
Department Meetings
culture,” said Russo.
The teachers also discussed Loyola Santa Shop
how they would use the Innova- Lunch Special—Spicy Chicken Bacon
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
tion Lab, which is currently being built in SLUH’s basement, 4:00PM V-1 Racquetball vs Lafayette
JV2-1 Racquetball vs Lafayette
for new forms of assessment and
6:30PM Junior Family College Night
lab procedures.
“For Chemistry, it’s cur- Thursday, November 8
Regular Schedule
rently, ‘here take this multiple Computer Science Department Day
choice test on the geometries Loyola Santa Shop
associated with molecules,’” said
AP
Senior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Russo. “With the Innovation
Snack—Bosco Stick
Lab, it’s, ‘go down and print me
Lunch Special—Papa John’s Pizza
a set of the standard geometric
Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes
molecular shapes,’ and there’s 7:00PM ACES Film Screening
some coding in there, and some
Regular Schedule
designing in there. So how cool Friday, November 9
is that?”
Swimming & Diving MSHAA Championship
Construction of the In- Loyola Santa Shop
novation Lab is expected to be AP
Senior Class Mass
University of Cincinnati
completed at the beginning of
Snack—Mozzarella Cheesestick
2019, and science teachers may
Lunch
Special—Philly Cheesesteak
be able to use the space toward
Vegetarian—Mashed Potatoes
the end of the third quarter, with
a more general opening expect- 3:30PM JV1-1 Racquetball vs Chaminade
calendar | Ben Klevorn
ed during the fourth quarter.

PN Correction

PN
Puzzle

Last week’s Around the Hallways stated
that Food Service Consultants prepared
student grow food for the National Green
Ribbon Tour. The food was prepared by
chef Rick Lewis of Grace Meat and Three,
not FSC. The Prep News regrets this error.

Down

1. What werewolves
do at the moon
2. Freddy Krueger’s
Street
3. Creepy World; the
Darkness
4.
Spooky
Scary
_______s
10. Spooky holiday
11. Superstitious animal
17. Emotion Halloween centers around

Football looks
positively on future
(continued from page 7)

Across

5. ______ of the Saints
6. Make sure to stay
_____ on Halloween
night
7. Hormonal teenager’s worst fear
8. “I ___ too much
candy”
9. New office at SLUH
12. Amount of candy
kids eat

Lunch Special—Hand Breaded Chicken Tenders
Vegetarian—Fish Casserole

Crossword | Jimmy Stanley and Will McCann

13. ____ to Joy
14. If you eat too much
candy, you get a tummy ____`
15. Popular dog cos-

tume
16. Exclamation used
to scare
18. Group of these is
called a murder

19. The ____ of Glory
- Lady Gaga
20. Price of candy on
Halloween for children

“Our record wasn’t the
best, but we had about three
freshmen who really contributed a lot,” said junior offensive
lineman Joey Lansing. “We
have a lot of returning starters,
a lot of juniors who will be seniors, so things are looking up.”
“Towards the end of the
year a lot of sophomores started
stepping up to the plate and getting some varsity clock. Hopefully they’ll be in the weight
room putting in that work this
offseason to get better,” said
Wiley about the offensive line
this season.
Wiley also mentioned that
losing senior Dan Sharp before
the first game of the season due

to a torn ACL was a struggle,
and that senior lineman Darion
Mullins will be missed for his
leadership and abilities.
“Our offensive line this
year took a lot of hits losing
Dan Sharp,” said Wiley.
The Jr. Bills are hoping
that through off-season training and game experience from
this past year, they will come
out stronger than ever next season.
“Losing like that, it teaches
you a lot about football and
how to go on with it,” said
Lansing. “That was kind of
our motto this season, to keep
fighting and compete. Hopefully next year we will be able
to win.”

