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Fine Arts Go Forth! $70 million campaign to Freshman elections: James
Saadi elected President,
Survey bolster SLUH
Henry Dowd VP
dissolved
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ith curriculum review sweeping the
departments of St. Louis
U. High, the Fine Arts Department’s reform is sure
to widen eyes and astound
expectations. As part of
discussions related to the
curriculum review process
that started almost a year
ago, the Fine Arts Department has decided to remove
Fine Arts Survey from the
freshman curriculum, and
replace it with classes that
will give students a more in
depth look into one area of
study.
“Students have to take
one year of Fine Arts which
is typically two semesters,
that is the minimum. So we
thought we wanted them to
basically get a little bit more
depth, in their classes,” said
Fine Arts department chair
Kevin McKernan. “They
would learn more about
one thing with a little more
depth than learn a bunch
of things with less depth.
We just think learning an
art form with more depth
is more important than surveying a bunch of them.”
Since the class has to
cover three sections of fine
arts—chorus, drama, and
drawing—in only one semester, each portion is only
six weeks long, and while it
allows an introduction into
that form of art, it is not
long enough for any depth
or for teachers to form a
strong relationships with
students.
“You don’t necessarily need six weeks in a particular field to realize that
you like something more
than another. (Six weeks)
is a lot of time for just an
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“

o forth and set the world
on fire.”
Answering St. Ignatius of
Loyola’s call, in 2015 St. Louis
U. High embarked on an
ambitious capital campaign,
Go Forth, to ensure a quality SLUH education for generations to come. Following
the Imagining ’18 strategic
thinking initiative, in which

nearly 130 board members,
faculty, and alumni planned
for SLUH’s third century, Go
Forth will make its goals a reality. Powering the school into
its third century, the campaign’s lofty $70 million goal
will provide much neededgrowth to SLUH’s scholarship
and accessibility, campus, and
program excellence.
Initially, a $70 million
goal was thought by some

to be unattainable, but after
careful review of each objective that came from Imagining 18, the Board of Trustees
believed $70 million was a
necessary target.
“Setting that goal at $70
million was prayerful,” said
Vice President of Institutional
Advancement Melissa Jones.
“It was a prayerful goal, it was
an aspirational goal, but it was

reshmen gathered in the
Commons on Tuesday to
hear speeches from the seven
candidates for freshman class
president. After every candidate spoke, polls opened,
and freshmen were allowed to
vote for their representative
on STUCO. Once the votes
were counted, the Class of
2022 had elected James Saadi
as president and Henry Dowd
as vice president.
The whole process began
a week ago, when freshmen
applied to run for the STUCO
positions. These applications
helped to whittle out the competition by laying out the commitments the positions would
hold and eliminating people
who would not be able to ful-

comments on the hand dryers in the freshman hallway
bathroom, the desire to create a freshman dance that will
put the BTSM to shame, and
quotes from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Saadi said afterwards
that the goal of his speech
was to “talk about how much
everyone matters to me. That
was my main focus.”
“The speeches really
decided my vote. I wanted
someone who was literate and
could deliver a speech in front
of his class,” said freshman
Matthew Kluba.
After all seven candidates
delivered their speeches, the
freshmen had the rest of the
day to submit their votes.
“I was so scared, but I’m
just relieved, that’s my reaction,” said Saadi, after the re-

continued on page 4

Kovarik commemorates 200 years
of SLUH with timeline book

Freshman James Saadi.

Front cover of To God, With Gratitude.
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NEWS EDITOR

E

nglish teacher Frank
Kovarik finalized his
book about the history of
St. Louis U. High called
continued on page 5 To God, With Gratitude,
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and it will be shipping out
to purchasers on Dec. 17.
The book touches on different aspects of SLUH as
they came about and disappeared, and the integration
of a more diverse student
body and faculty. Overall,
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Can you guess this wood worker?
He is said to be a better carpenter
the Joseph the Nazarene, and to
have the grace and artistic ability of Bob Ross. His name: Luke
Alfaro. Page 2
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Faculty authors
Your XBOX can wait. Next time
you need something to do in
©2018 St. Louis University High
your down time, grab a cup of
School Prep News. No material may
hot cocoa, and pick up a book
be reprinted without the permission
published by one of SLUH’s staff.
of the editors and moderator.
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the book shows SLUH’s
persistence when it faced
challenges and who helped
those causes.
The idea for the book
came from the archive committee at SLUH and com-

continued on page 5

Opinion

Three opinions
Catholic social teaching on immigration, integrating women
authors into SLUH curriculum,
and an inside view on SLUH theater are being discussed in three
opinions. Page 3
Sports

Don’t rush the gun
RifleBills scoped out their competition in the pastures of Gilman, Ill. at their season opener
last week. Page 6

fill them. There ended up being 23 freshmen who agreed to
this commitment and chose to
run for the positions.
After these 23 students
were announced on Friday,
Nov. 30, a poll was released to
the freshmen to submit their
votes in the primary election.
Following this vote, the top
six candidates were chosen
to present speeches in front
of their class in the Si Commons during Activity Period
on Tuesday. A seventh candidate was allowed to present
his speech, after his name was
accidentally left off the ballot
on Friday.
The speeches included

Sports

The Annihilation Continues
Racquetbills better hire a cleanup crew, as they continue to leave
their opponents in a mess. Page 6
Sports
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Who said winning was not sweeter a second time?
After being pinned down, the
wrestling team embraced its inner Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson
and and cranked out not one but
two wins. Page 6

sults were announced.
Saadi and Dowd look
forward to being a part of
STUCO and getting involved
within their freshman community.
“I just felt like getting
involved, and it looked like
an opportunity to help out
and be a part of the freshman
class,” Dowd added.
Both winners want to
make sure that the freshmen
voices are heard by STUCO’s
upperclassmen. In return,
they hope to learn from the
seniors on STUCO.
When asked what excites
him most about being on STU-

continued on page 5
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From Culver’s to carpentry; senior Luke Alfaro creates new business,
Lumber Designs STL
BY Matthew Thibodeau
and Peter Campbell
STAFF

U

ntil last December, senior Luke Alfaro worked
at Culver’s on Manchester to
make a bit of money on the
side. Now, a year later, Alfaro
works for himself, and has
produced and sold many custom woodworks under the
name “Lumber Designs STL”.
He builds his fully-custom
furniture, picture frames, and
signs, with an emphasis on
quality service and customer
care.
With earnings from
Culver’s and knowledge of
woodworking from a sophomore year shop class, Alfaro
began to woodwork as a hobby late in 2017, first making
a TV console for himself in
which he put his PlayStation
and Roku on a suspended
shelf. Later, this past summer, he made picture frames
for a friend’s birthday party.
Through this small project,
he realized an opportunity
to share and possibly sell his
work.
In June, Alfaro sold
his first piece of woodwork
when he marketed a coffee
table on his social media
platforms.
“I started selling because I came up with a really cool design for a coffee
table, and I was like, ‘oh, I
really want to build that for
myself,’” said Alfaro. “Then, I
decided to market that table
and sold it.”
After he sold his first
coffee table in June, he used
his profits to build a new and
improved coffee table, which
he also marketed on social
media.

Alfaro used profits from
his first coffee tables, earnings from his previous job
at Culver’s, and support
from his family to bring this
woodworking idea to fruition. In need of a work space,
Alfaro originally set up shop
in his basement.
However, as business
continued to grow, he needed room for expansion. After
his parents agreed to let him
use a section of the garage,
he built up walls and insulated them, providing him a
separate area to be the official headquarters of Lumber
Designs STL.
As Alfaro continued his
endeavor, many of his close
friends and peers had questions.
“When he first started,
we were all thinking, ‘Luke,
do you really think this wood
work?’” said senior Paul
Reddy. “But I think he has
proven it wood work.”
Alfaro has answered
Reddy’s corny question with
action, proving that his passion for woodworking can
indeed lead to success. Alfaro certainly has not succeeded by accident. His attention
to detail and care for the final
product have forced him to
put in many hours, using his
hands to construct and his
eyes to perfect.
“I will always look at a
product as a lot worse than
a customer will, because if
I were to make you a coffee table, I would say ‘oh it
doesn’t match up there’, and
I’d use some wood filler to
make it even, while you’d just
see everything like one perfect piece,” said Alfaro. “I’ve
learned to be nit-picky with

One of Alfaro’s tables.

myself, but also to make sure
I don’t go around saying I’m
a very good woodworker. I
don’t oversell myself.”
Because he cares about
quality, Alfaro puts in many
hours from customer request
to 3D renderings to the final
product.
“I built a dining table
last week, and for a client,
that took 20 or 25 hours just
because I’m really delicate
about it,” said Alfaro, “but I
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built a bed frame this week,
and because it was for myself, it didn’t have to be the
nicest thing in the world,
so it only took me about 10
hours.”
Currently, Alfaro is
working out final details for
another dining table.
“It is going to be big. It
is an eight foot circular table”
said Alfaro.
In addition to the table,
he has been busy fulfilling

the many orders for picture frames and signs that
the Christmas season has
brought.
“The big one is ‘Eat,
Drink, and be Merry’. I came
out with that design about a
week ago, and it has actually
been doing pretty well.”
Another big task at the
moment for Alfaro, outside
of his workshop, is obtaining an LLC for his company,
mainly to protect his family
against possible lawsuits for
a failed product.
“My mom is a lawyer,
so she helped me in the process … and in the current
moment we are just waiting
to hear back,” said Alfaro.
“Hopefully, very soon I will
have an official LLC.”
Alfaro currently uses
Instagram, Facebook, Craigslist, and LetGo to market his
products. In the near future,
Alfaro hopes to have a full
website made for his company, which would showcase
all of his past and present
projects, providing potential
customers the opportunity
to view his products and see
the improvements he has
made with each creation.
With his time at SLUH
coming to a close, Alfaro
wants to continue to use
his creativity and knack for
building in his studies in college and beyond.
“It has led me to want
to go into an engineering
field, specifically for building
things. Currently all the majors I have applied for have
dealt with construction …
civil and construction engineering,” said Alfaro.
“(Woodworking) and
AP Physics at the same exact

time sparked my interest for
(those degrees),” said Alfaro.
Looking forward to his
future, Alfaro sees civil engineering as a career where
he could provide safety and
function, working in conjunction with architects, who
provide form and aesthetic.
With job experience and college knowledge, he hopes to
build not only for others, but
also for himself.
“My ultimate goal is to
end up designing and building my own house and the
furniture in it, but that’s super far down the road, so
we’ll see,” said Alfaro.
For now, he will continue to focus on quality, with a
special attention to customer
care, in hopes to grow his
company through word of
mouth.
“Because I haven’t been
in the woodworking game
for too long, I’m very nice to
my customers,” said Alfaro “I
rely on good customer service so people will say ‘this
kid took care of us well and
gave us a good product at a
good price’. The hope is that I
do well and people will share
that I did well.”
Alfaro, the creator and
owner of Lumber Designs
STL, stands out because he
cares about quality, detail,
and the customer.
“I’m their custom for
dimension and designs, and
I pay attention to customer
care,” said Alfaro. “Everything I make is custom designed to a client, and it’s
handmade with care.”

door to more aspiring authors,
as self-publishing software has
become easily accessible to the
public, something that both
Linhares and DuMont have
both taken advantage of in
their writing endeavors.
“This was the first book I
had ever written, and if you’re

ditionally instilled in its students an appreciation and a
talent for writing. As a graduate, DuMont believes that it
was this emphasis on English
that drove him to become an
author.
“As a kid, I did not enjoy
reading or writing,” said DuMont. “It was Mr. Raterman’s
passion and enthusiasm for
the subject that really rubbed
off on me in the best way.”
In the end, the writing
process is never easy, and the
thought of writing an entire
book can become daunting;
however, through perseverance, the reward of producing
a tangible book is more than
enough compensation for the
hours of arduous labor.
“It’s five percent inspiration and 95 percent perspiration,” said Linhares. “I learned
that sticking to your vision and
grinding it out and having the
discipline to sit with it every
day is really what being an author is all about.”
Anyone who wishes to
read these books, or the many
stories written by SLUH alumni and faculty, may pursue the
“SLUH Authors” section in the
Robinson Library.

Shakespeare at SLUH? Faculty write books
BY Joe Feder and
Sam McIntyre

STAFF, REPORTER		

T

he faculty at St. Louis U.
High are renowned for
their love of their work and
their school, but behind the
scenes, some have a hidden
passion: writing.
Assistant Principal for
Mission Jim Linhares and
Communications
Director
Ben DuMont ’92 have demonstrated their affinity for the
written word, each having
published a book.
Linhares’ Tradition and
Class Pride: Building a Cross
Country Legacy reveals the
wisdom he gained in his 27
years coaching the SLUH cross
country team. He co-wrote it
with a former student of his
Ben Rosario ’98, who has since
found great success as a runner, coach, and businessman
as the co-founder the Big River
Running Company.
They delve deep into what
works and what doesn’t, explaining how to build both an
athlete’s skill and his character.
“I knew that there was
a book there,” said Linhares.
“We knew we had a great idea,
and I knew that I had a lot of
stories to tell.”
Linhares gives advice and
guidance derived from his

extraordinary career which
made SLUH cross country into
the powerhouse it is today, and
coaches from across the nation
have been inspired by his stories and by the success of the
team.
“There have been runners
and coaches from all over the
country that have gotten back
with us and said that it really
helped,” said Linhares. “In fact,
it’s a book that has helped quite
a few teams build a team culture (like SLUH’s).”
The writing process did
not come easily, however, as
a full time job made carving
writing time out of a schedule
extremely difficult.
“I didn’t have the time
nor a proper office space that
a professional author might,”
said Linhares. “I wrote mostly
on my living room couch after
hours, or early in the morning,
or on trips to meet with Rosario in person.”
Through
perseverance
and the sense of duty to share
their hard-won knowledge
with others, they completed
the text and got to work on
publishing it.
“It has brought me a tremendous amount of satisfaction,” said Linhares.
DuMont’s story focuses
on a more personal struggle

throughout his memoir A
Pathway to Peace: The Journey
of a Cancer Co-Survivor.
Writing about his wife’s
cancer diagnosis and the familial struggles that ensued,
DuMont wanted to have a
written account of his marriage to share with his two
sons, who were just toddlers at
the time.
“I wanted to archive our
past for our boys,” said DuMont.
He also believed that his
experience could help others who were going through a
similar experience through a
time that, to many, can seem
hopeless.
“There are very few resources from the perspective
caregiver or co-survivor that
are optimistic,” said DuMont.
“If our story could help others,
that’s just icing on the cake.”
Unfortunately, a book’s
journey does not simply end
with a great idea and hard
work. Historically, an author’s
greatest challenge has been
finding a publisher to support
their work, as publishers are
wary to take risks with new
authors.
Linhares and art teacher
Joan Bugnitz have been stuck
in this stage of the process
since the ’90s with their book

13 Moons a Lunar Year, a collection of 13 annotated poems
based off of 13 different Native
American moon names, with
illustrations drawn by Bugnitz.
“It was a book that parents could read to children,
where parents could take it on
their level, and kids could take

artwork | Jack Colvin

it on their level,” said Linhares.
“We got very close to publication three different times, but
it was very expensive to produce with high color.”
Luckily, the development
of technology has opened the

not a seasoned author, the
publishers aren’t going to pick
you up,” said DuMont. “I really
wanted to do this as a personal
project, so I decided to go
through Amazon.”
St. Louis U. High has tra-
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Letter to the editors:
Jesuit, Catholic teachings calls us to Lack of female authors in English
respect dignity of migrants, refugees curriculum is cause for concern
Perspective:

BY Noah apprill-sokol
REPORTER

T

wo years ago, I made my
first trip to the US-Mexico border to visit El Paso,
Texas, and Nogales, Arizona/
Mexico. Since then, I have
taken advantage of learning
and advocacy opportunities
through SLUH, like participating in the Ignatian Family
Teach-In for Justice in Washington, D.C., to enrich my understanding of immigration
issues and the concerns that
Catholics have about preserving the inherent dignity of
migrants and refugees. In the
spirit of “Magis,” I believe that
our Catholic faith and Jesuit
education calls us to do more
to support our migrant brothers and sisters.
The latest anti-immigrant political rhetoric and
coinciding military build-up
along the US-Mexico border
have been gravely concerning to me. The most recent
incident of US Border Patrol
firing tear gas at migrants in
Tijuana has been deeply unsettling.
The official statement
on immigration by St. Louis
Archbishop Robert Carlson
released on Nov. 8 is a step
forward, but I do not believe
the letter says enough about
the dire plight of migrants
and refugees, nor the serious
responsibilities that Catholics
hold for caring for immigrants.
I have seen the rusted,
steely, thirty-foot high wall
dividing the cities—the people and families—of Juarez
and El Paso, as well as Ambos
and Nogales. At the outreach
center at the Jesuit-run Kino
Border Initiative in Nogales,
Sonora, I have watched a migrant artist paint a picture of
the Lady of Guadalupe to sell
to tourists, with the hope of
making enough money to be
reunited with his five-yearold son. Sitting on the hard,
wooden bench in the Federal
Courthouse in Tuscon, I have
heard the sound of the gavel
during the legal proceedings

of Operation Streamline as
seven to eight migrants were
sentenced to months of detention in a private-for-profit
prison, all in less than an
hour.
Finally, in my hometown
of St. Louis, I have listened to
the stories of undocumented
community members like
Margarita, whose vulnerabilities have been exploited
by her landlord and her employer, and I have felt the palpable fear of Raphael’s little
daughter who trembles anytime a police officer passes
her home, anxious that her
father will be deported.
The migration of Latin
American people, particularly from the area known as
the “northern triangle” (El
Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala), is rarely a choice. Instead, migration is a heartwrenching decision to leave
one’s home out of necessity,
precipitated by the violence
and poverty endemic to these
countries. It is a desperate
decision fraught with many
challenges and dangers. None
of this is captured by the hateful rhetoric that we hear. Instead, migrants are described
as an “alien invasion” that
only our army can stop. The
border, in turn, has become a
militarized war zone—a place
to fear.
According to Catholic
Social Teaching, countries
are within their rights to secure and regulate their borders. Yet, all governments
must also abide by international and domestic laws that
protect people who are seeking safe haven and requesting
asylum. Powerful countries,
like the U.S., have a greater
responsibility to offer a place
of safe refuge. The right for
state sovereignty does not
excuse militarization nor the
dehumanization of marginalized peoples. The Gospel is
very clear about the need to
preserve the dignity and humanity of people, especially
those who are vulnerable and
outcasts. The migrant “cara-

van” is not a cause for fear,
rather it is a call for social
justice and compassionate
action.
Sending army personnel
to the border stands in direct
contradiction to the ideals of
Catholic Social Teaching and
my faith as a Christian. As Fr.
James Martin, S.J. has said,
the Gospel requires that we
welcome the stranger. It does
not say “welcome them only
when it’s convenient, when
they have papers, when you
can afford it, or when there’s
no risk involved.” Like Fr.
Martin, I am greatly saddened when American citizens not only turn away selfishly from those in dire need,
but send military troops to
punish and scare them.
We have placed our trust
in government agencies like
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement to protect us.
Yet, I worry they are really
deceiving us. They appear
to be enforcing values that
run counter to humanitarian ideals and Catholic Social
Teaching. They have participated in the fear-mongering
rhetoric of turning our backs
to innocent people. I cannot
in good conscience support
the actions of ICE, nor their
place in a just and compassionate society.
I encourage SLUH to
take more radical steps by
getting involved with local
faith-based organizations like
IFCLA (Interfaith Committee on Latin America) or St.
Francis Community Services.
Our country needs better
role-models than what our
government or our politicians have provided. I have
heard the excuse that St. Louis is not affected by immigration concerns. This is simply
not true. It is either just another attempt for us to deny
the humanity of our migrant
neighbors, or a testament to
our ignorance. At SLUH, we
are neither of these things.
And we are called to do better
as “men for and with others.”

To the editors:
I have always been a fan
of the English Department. Every English class I have taken
at SLUH has been vital to my
development as a student and
I would not change a single
thing about the department’s
curriculum. Or so I thought.
That is what I would have said
over two and a half years ago
as a SLUH senior getting ready
to graduate. In light of recent
events (the #MeToo movement, the swearing in of Brett
Kavanaugh to the Supreme
Court, etc.), I decided to seize
this opportunity to bring to
light a persistent issue in the
SLUH English Department:
the lack of female identifying
authors represented in the curriculum.
I do not want this to be
interpreted as an attack on the
English Department, nor does
it need to prompt extensive
discussion of women’s rights.
However, I feel it is important
to bring attention to this gender gap at SLUH, as it reinforces an oppressive system and
favors masculinity.
Gender has always been
a tricky topic to navigate at
SLUH. This is inevitable with
1,000 young men together in
a confined space. In my time
at SLUH, I witnessed multiple
cases of direct sexism and regrettably played a part in this
inexcusable behavior. Whether
it be through the unacceptable
comments directed at female
teachers, or the treatment of
female students from other
schools, sexism is something
that runs rampant through the
halls. Despite this, little progress seems to be made in order
to try and fix the issue.
In college, I have developed awareness of our individual ability and responsibility to advocate for what we
believe. I regret not recognizing this capacity while I was in
high school. I was not living
by a motto vocalized by a peer
at a recent school event: “Nobody has to do everything, but
everybody should do some-

thing.”
This “something” will look
different for everyone. SLUH
students may not choose to
take action to promote feminism, and this is to be expected. But we need some level of
civility and acknowledgement
of the issue. To truly practice what we preach at SLUH,
when we say that we are “men
for others,” we must support
women and other-identifying
people. By increasing female
representation at SLUH, we are
able to educate students about
the history of the oppression of
women. Even further, we can
educate students on how to advocate for the dismantling of
an oppressive system.
In order to increase female representation at SLUH,
an important question could
be something like: Do we have
female representation in the
books we teach? Of course:
Jeannette Walls and Emily
Dickinson (in my American
Literature class senior year) are
two names that immediately
come to my mind. However,
when we look at literally every other book taught, Shakespeare, Homer, John Updike,
William Golding, William
Faulkner, F. Scott Fitzgerald,
and many many more, we
see that the number of male
identifying authors grossly
outnumbers the number of
female authors. I cannot speak
to many of the senior electives,
but hopefully they reflect a
little better.
This underrepresentation
is not a result of few female
authors; there are plenty of
18th century female authors
we could include in the curriculum, many of whom were
writing under a male pseudonym. The Brontë Sisters published work under the name
Currer, Ellis, and Action Bell;
Louisa May Alcott published
under the name A.M. Barnard
because she was writing about
topics that were “unladylike”
for late 19th century female
writers; even J.K. Rowling published her book The Cuckoo’s
Calling under the pseudonym

Robert Galbraith.
If the SLUH English Department decides to reevaluate
the curriculum so that there is
better representation of women, will it be easy? No. Will it
be challenging, intricate, and
just aggravating? Yes. Will it be
worth it? Absolutely.
By learning more about
how female authors have faced
oppression in their time, it
might bring to light current
issues we see in our own lives.
The first step to solving a problem is recognizing that there is
a problem. By including more
female identifying authors
in the curriculum, it shows
that classrooms are open to
growth by learning about a
demographic that is hardly
represented in the first place.
Students can develop a sense
of empathy towards all of the
struggles that women have experienced throughout history
and then learn how to advocate for more equal treatment
on all levels, not just representation in a high school English
curriculum.
By reading predominately
male authors at an all-boys
school, students miss out on
issues female authors can articulate better than nearly any
male author can. In a system
where females are already
hardly represented, having a
more diverse array of authors
encourages representation on
all fronts. Will including just
one or two more books with
female authors change students’ lives? Probably not. But
at this rate, what do we have to
lose? I also do not believe that
teachers have malicious intent
when selecting books for the
curriculum. However, replacing some of the curriculum
books may encourage students
to seek other pieces of work
from female authors. As for the
books to be discontinued from
the curriculum–they are available at any library and teachers
can recommend them at their
discretion. Don’t worry, they
will be around for a long time.
Jake Lepak, ’16

Letter to the editors
Alum reflects on theater experience at SLUH
To the editors:
In last week’s edition of
the Prep News, an article ran
about students’ experiences
with theater at all-girl schools.
The Prep News did a good job
of reporting, as usual, and I
myself was interviewed. Being
interviewed prompted me to
pause and reflect on what my
experiences with high school
theater mean to me now.
SLUH theater connected me
to myself, other people, and
the world around me in a way
that few other experiences
have done.
One of the lessons I
learned (and with which I am
still struggling) is to stop obsessing over how I appear. It

sounds oxymoronic. I’m on a
stage in front of others—don’t
I have to think about how I
look?
No. I have to think about
who I am.
I remember several instances in which Mrs. Whitaker challenged me to ignore
my “third eye.” She could see
that while I was walking and
talking and singing and dancing on stage, my head was
in the crowd. I was thinking
about how my words sounded
or how I looked. Instead, I
needed to portray the character authentically—to live in
the moment. And this is an instinct I carry off the stage. Too
often I walk around campus
wondering what the person

walking past me thinks about
me. Or how my post will be
received. And I don’t think I
am alone in these thoughts.
But that is not living authentically.
I also learned how gratifying it is to be a part of something bigger than myself. My
junior year I was cast as a “Super Sweep” in Mary Poppins.
Myself and five others moved
almost magically across the
stage, rearranging set pieces
and suspending reality to help
Mary make the magic. And, if
I am being honest, while that
sounded like nonsense the
first time it was explained to
us, as the rehearsals went on,
we realized the importance
and the magic of our roles. I

formed a special bond with
my five other super sweeps,
and I cannot imagine any other setting in which that bond
would have been the same.
And I had some of the most
fun I’ve had with theater in
that show.
Lastly, theater served
as an emotional outlet that
helped me try to understand
the many things happening
around me. And for me, the
most powerful show in this
regard was last year’s production of West Side Story. While
the directors could not foresee
the prominence that issues
of sexism, xenophobia, and
gun violence would take in
national, social, and political
discourse, this show certainly

gave me a new perspective on
them.
After I watched a video on Twitter of a gunman
shooting students at Marjorie Stoneman Douglass High
School, the cast blocked a
scene in which a character
would be shot. After I read
the accounts of women who
had been sexually assaulted by
prominent men, my character
sexually taunted and came
very close to assaulting a character named Anita. (To this
day, the strength of the student portraying Anita amazes
me.) And after I read about
rises in hate crimes, my character had to throw racial slurs
at Puerto Rican characters.
Having to force myself

to say and do these things
emphasized even more to
me how ugly and destructive
these actions are. And I hope
the audience felt similarly.
So with auditions for
SLUH’s winter musical approaching, I encourage interested SLUH students to try
out. And if you do not participate in them, I encourage you
to attend the performances.
Participating in the arts in any
way can be a very powerful
experience.
To paraphrase the back of
the Schulte Theater program:
pray and work for peace and
support the arts.
James Pollard, ’18
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Go Forth campaign expects expansion, renovation, and financial aid

(continued from page 1)

also one that we knew that we
absolutely had to do.”
After locking in on $70
million, Go Forth plunged
into its quiet, or leadership,
phase for nearly three years.
“(The leadership phase)
is really about cultivating relationships. It’s just really going
out and asking people to be
investors and ambassadors for
the school and engaging others to help us in this process,”
said Jones.
At the time of the Nov.
16 Go Forth launch gala, the
public rollout of the campaign
and the final day of SLUH’s
bicentennial year, Jones had
hoped the campaign would be
at 70 percent completion, or
$49 million raised. On Nov.
16, about $52 million, or 74
percent of the campaign, had
been completed, leaving $18
million left.

Scholarship

$37 million of the $70
million goal will be devoted
to scholarship and accessibility and of the $37 million, $25
million will go directly to the
school endowment.
Scholarship and accessibility have and will always remain a central tenet at SLUH.
“I mean it’s really at the
hallmark, the heartbeat of
who we are,” said Jones. “We
literally accept you as students
and then find out about your
financial situation as a family
and economic circumstances.
We know that, regardless of
what that looks like, we’re going to cover it.”
In the 2018 - 2019 school
year, $4.1 million of financial
aid was provided to 42 percent of the student body with
an average award of $9,800.
In the past 10 years, as the
percentage of students receiving financial aid has doubled
(21 percent to 42 percent),
financial aid has nearly quadrupled ($1.1 million to $4.1
million). Both numbers are
still growing. Of the $4.1 million of financial aid provided,
about $2.6 million came from
the endowment. The rest was,
as it is each year, generously
donated by benefactors. The
simple truth is that SLUH’s
endowment is currently unable to fully finance financial
aid.
“The growth in the endowment is in order to ensure
that we are able to cover the
financial needs of our students and create accessibility,”
said SLUH President Alan
Carruthers. “That also means
creating financial stability by
being able to cover that financial aid which allows our
budget to be stable and allows
us to be sure that we can keep
tuition as low as possible and
keep tuition increases down
to a manageable percentage
point.”
A common misconception that runs rampant
among students and alumni
alike is what Jones likes to
call the “Backer Myth”: that
Anna Backer’s 1924 donation
continues to fund the school’s
expenses. In reality, SLUH’s
net endowment is currently
about $43 million and would
need to be greater than $360

million to make the misconception true. Drawing about
5 percent annually from the
endowment ensures about 63
percent, or $2.6 million, of the
$4.1 million provided to students for financial aid.
The additional $25 million will bump the net endowment to about $70 million (a
separate number from the Go
Forth campaign goal) and allow it to fully cover financial
aid. Money typically used for
financial aid will be reallocated to anything from debt
reduction to new desks.
The other $12 million of
the $37 million scholarship
portion of Go Forth makes
up the Operating Goal. Each
year, SLUH advancement has
to fundraise about $4 million
to finance annual operating
costs—such as bills and salaries—and add to the endowment—to offset the annual
$2 million draw from the endowment. Because raising the
$4 million annually is necessary for the school to operate,
three years of the operating
costs were rolled in with the
Go Forth capital campaign.

Program Excellence

$10 million will be directed to updating and bolstering SLUH’s education
program. With an emphasis
on “collaboration, innovation
and experiential learning …

sional development to really
be able to do those things,”
said Principal Ian Gibbons,
S.J.. “Then you ask people,
for their time here, what was
more memorable? It is really
the relationship and the experience of the educational moment.”
“Modernizing the nature of what the classroom
looks like and how it functions … has to be worth the
opportunity for collaborative
structure (and) worth the opportunity for collaborative
learning,” said Carruthers.
“How does that feed into project-based learning that has
real world outcomes where
kids can recognize that those
are real world outcomes to
serve the greater community
that we live in? There’s a whole
bunches of pieces to that program. It’s a big piece of pie.”
Two notable places the
$10 million has already improved is the College Counseling department and the
James Guth Costigan, ’62, Innovation Lab.
“The college counseling
was a critical need that was
voiced often as part of Imagining 18 and by lots of parents,” said Jones. “Because we
have fantastic guidance counselors, but that’s a bit overwhelming to ask five people
to do all of the counseling for
all the students.”

Possible Student Success Center digital rendering.

and grounded in a spiritual
and global mindset,” according to SLUH’s Go Forth webpage, SLUH looks to stay on
the cutting edge of education
and formation.
“We’re always trying
to be a leader. I mean think
about our Mandarin and
Russian programs … those
two are 50 years old. We are
way ahead,” said Carruthers.
“What’s the next steps for us
to be way ahead?”
The program excellence
aspect of Go Forth will be
less tangible than the other
aspects. It will rely less on
numerical data and more on
empirical data to assess and
possibly reshape curriculum.
“What is really going to
be a focus point, is more than
just classroom, whiteboard
and desks facing a certain
way, (it is) more collaborative,
more use of technology and
relationships to drive education—teachers as learning
coaches versus that sage on
the stage who kind of stands
up front to just deliver his
content. And you know a lot
of that is re-engaging faculty
through hiring and profes-

From Imagining ’18,
SLUH’s reinvisioned student
support system expanded
to include college counseling and learning consultants.
Among other objectives, the
college counseling initiative will, according to the Go
Forth webpage, continuously
develop its program to include
“class-specific meetings/activities, low income/first generation student programming,
college relationship development programming, and faith
transition programming and
partnerships.” A focus on college counseling during the Go
Forth campaign will allow for
school counselors to provide
more focused personal counseling through a student’s four
years at SLUH.
The envisioned Student
Support Services will also
include a bolstered learning
consultant department, which
will aid students in any academic need from tutoring to
time management and organization habits.
The Innovation Lab,
which is set to open for student use in 2019, has been the
first big step of Go Forth. The

lab will provide unparalleled
opportunities for student
creativity and collaboration,
but several concerns, such as
space management, safety,
and proper use need to be addressed. One likely solution is
to create a position that will
help facilitate the Innovation
Lab.
“Our teachers do so
much already, is it fair for us
to put it on them and say ‘hey
now you’re responsible for
running this new space?” So
we probably have to move toward to having some STEM/
STEAM support that is associated with that very technical
space that connects with the
program that goes along with
it,” said Carruthers.
While much of the
money to construct the lab
came from the 21st Century
Campus aspect of Go Forth,
the money to facilitate and
grow its programming will
come from the ‘Program Excellence.’ Similarly, several
science classrooms have already undergone renovations
that will allow students more
hands on and collaborative
learning.
Perhaps the largest Go
Forth initiative to improve
programming is the World
Learning Center, which will
be a hub for collaboration
and communication, much of
which will be with the outside
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world.
“(The World Learning
Center) will be a learning
commons there with a kind of
focus on our world and global
footprint that we have as a
Jesuit Institution,” said Carruthers.
In the World Learning
Center will be a modernized
library, language labs, collaborative and communication
space, and the ability to engage in international connections via webcam.
The Program Excellence
aspect of Go Forth will also
look to boast faith formation
at SLUH. Campus Ministry,
will be bolstered with a 4-year
required retreat and service
program and expanded local,
national, and international
immersion experiences while
the Campus Ministry office
space will be relocated to the
back of the chapel, providing easier access to both the
chapel and the theology office. The new space, fitting the
common theme of Go Forth,
will allow for more collaboration among faculty and students.
“So a lot of different

pieces, if you think about each
one of them, they’re not a very
static, ‘this is the space where
we do some very specific old
school role,’” said Gibbons.
“They’re where collaboration,
innovation, and really getting
students and faculty out doing

“So it isn’t about
renovations for
renovations’ sake.
It is to really
make sure that we
are able to make
sure that we are
able to seve you
as a student well”
-Mrs. Melissa Jones
things (can happen). Its very
outward focused in set up.”

A 21st Century
Campus

$20 million will be directed to creating a 21st century campus. Much of SLUH’s
93-year-old main building has
not been touched in 30 years.
In order to provide a quality
21st century education, facility improvements to have a
21st century campus are required, some which revert
parts of the school to its original design.
“So it isn’t about renovations for renovations’ sake. It
is to really to make sure that
we are able to serve you as a
student well,” said Jones. “I’ve
always felt like you students
outperform the facilities and
that you deserve better. We
need to do that so we can stay
ahead of the curve and make
sure that you have collaborative classroom space so that
there would be opportunity
for you guys to learn from
each other and work together.”
This July construction
will begin on the J. Anthony
’57 and Donna M. Dill Center
for Academic Success, located
where the Old Cafeteria currently is, and the Multimedia
and Music Lab, located in the
school basement near the Innovation Lab. The Center for
Academic Success will hold
the first-floor administration, which will revamp the
main entrance to the school
and provide an administrative
presence right when visitors
walk in the building, student
counseling, college counseling, learning support, and admissions departments. Consolidating these departments
allows for students to find all
their help in one place. Conference rooms and common
areas will also be constructed.
The Multimedia and Music
Lab, which all of SLUH’s media clubs will eventually call
home, will be decked out in
state of the art sound equipment, computer programs,
and visual and audio recording devices. The lab hopes to
foster creativity and collaboration among all aspiring Jr.
Bill artists. The projects will
run into the construction of
the Chapel, Campus Ministry
Center, and World Learning
Center, which, if funds are
available, will begin construc-

tion in the spring of 2020.
The Campus Ministry
offices, renamed the David J.
and Kelly E. Laughlin Campus Ministry Center, will
be moved to the back of the
chapel. With large glass windows and an open common
area, the new Campus Ministry Center will continue to
provide a welcoming home
for students of all faith traditions. To make space for the
Campus Ministry Center, the
back wall of the chapel will be
moved forward, slightly reducing the chapel’s size. This
reduction however poses no
threat to the chapel, as it rarely seats full capacity.
In addition to a slight size
reduction, the chapel will be
reverted to its original state by
adding skylights and stained
glass windows and removing
the structures at its front entrance, allowing full view of
the side altars. The hanginglight system will be removed
for a more modern lighting
system and the skylights.
Also beginning construction in the Spring of 2020
is the World Learning Center,
one of the hallmarks of Go
Forth. Filling in for the main
offices and Campus Ministry,
the two-floor, naturally lit
learning center will revolutionize how SLUH interacts
with the world. Accommodating the library, language
labs, and collaboration classrooms, the World Learning
Center will help SLUH focus
outwards. The learning center will be both a study and
socialization space. Windows
will line the hallways, allowing for students to see inside
and outside the learning commons. Space towards the back
of the learning commons will
hold classrooms and offices
while the majority of the center floor will be open space.
Hopes are high for the
impacts of the renovations.
“The Innovation Lab
changed what it looked like
multiple times in the design
process and I think the end
design is a fantastic user end
result,” said Carruthers. “We
hope the same process will
kind of take place with each of
those other spaces and really
renew the inner core of the
academic space and as a result, improve the aesthetic experience, which is particularly
for students, but also teaching
faculty and the rest of our
community, which I think
will help impact the students’
daily lives, but I also think
will impact the decisions of
students who are considering
SLU High.”
Because money going
into the endowment will be
able to cover financial aid,
money typically used for aid
can be used to work on deferred maintenance, such as
replacing the 40-year-old roof
of the academic building. Replacing the roof, according
to Carruthers, will allow for
bring more “sustainable and
mechanical efficiencies” to
SLUH in terms of windows,
heating, and cooling.

The rest of the article
can be found on the
Prep News website.
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Dowd and Saadi
Elective arts available to class of 2023;
success from Snapchat; comprehensive artistry in first semester
from page 1)
complish the goal of the en- a variety of different styles ter, they’re going to get a
STUCO’s expectations (continued
introduction, but it’s not tire Fine Arts Department: and materials. This new comprehensive artistic edutime for serious and to create authentic art.
class will be more advanced cation in that first semester,
clear to freshmen elects enough
profound development in
“One of our transfer than the drawing that is in no matter what their artistic

Freshman Henry Dowd.

(continued from page 1)

-CO, Dowd responded with,
“getting to work with the seniors, and just getting help from
them and talking to them.”
Dowd and Saadi attribute
their success in the elections
to support from friends and
Snapchat stories. In fact, both
candidates campaigned heavily on the app.
“I made a bunch of posters for myself, advertising
myself, and put them on my
Snapchat story,” said Saadi.
“But sadly, I wasn’t able to put
them up in the school.”
Previously, these elections have taken place earlier in the year. With the new
STUCO model this year, they
decided to change it up for a
few different reasons.
“We really wanted students to be ingrained in their
new academic life first,” said
STUCO co- moderator Bradley Mueller. “Second, we
wanted freshmen to bond for
a couple months, and actually
see who the leaders of the class
are. In the past it has more so
been just simply a popularity
vote and ‘do I know this person or not?’”
“They needed to be
formed by the seniors and the
mentors and get their own
footing and (get) a little poise,
maturity, and comfort in their
environment before choosing
their leaders,” said freshman
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class moderator Tim Curdt.
The timing of the elections
proved beneficial, as well as the
new STUCO model itself.
“I think this year there
is a very clear expectation
of what STUCO is doing in
the school and their purpose
within the school,” said Mueller. “I think because of voting
later, they can see how fun it is
to be a part of STUCO… and
I also think it is the (STUCO
members) who are making it
really special and impactful
for freshmen.”
Now officially a part of
STUCO, Dowd and Saadi
have begun attending weekly
meetings and will soon be
communicating with Curdt
for class events, as well as
serving as the liaisons for the
Freshman Class Council to
STUCO, which will be elected
in January.
These elections mark an
important milestone for the
freshmen, as they continue to
grow into the community at
SLUH.
“The leadership structure
of STUCO with the council,
the meetings, and the leadership of Mrs. Menne and Mr.
Mueller and the seniors on
down, has already put in place
a pretty secure scaffolding
that will give them meaningful tasks to do that I think will
teach them a lot about leadership skills,” said Curdt.

Chess beats Alton
In a 24-6 victory against Alton, the SLUH Chess team
opened the season with a
bang.
John Marx (Board one); Win
Thomas Reilly (Board two); Win
Ben Keil (Board three); Loss
Garrett Seal (Board four); Win
Kevin Stein (Board five); Win

that field. So it’s a little bit
too long in some ways, and
a little too short in others,”
said art teacher Sean Powers. “Another downside
from a teacher’s perspective
that I didn’t like was you
would spend a handful of
weeks getting to know your
students, and by the time
you feel like you have had a
relationship with those students, they’re off to another
subject.”
Survey will be replaced
by three new classes: Fundamentals of Acting, Fundamentals of Visual Arts,
and Freshman Choir. These
three classes will be included with Band and Dance
1, and incoming freshman
will be able to rank their
top three between those
five options. The department hopes that with more
options being available to
freshmen, and with a whole
semester to take the class,
students will be able to ac-

goals of the department is to
create authentic works of art
which requires the time and
space to be recursive and
thoughtful, to do something
and then go back and try to
make it better. That’s hard
to do when you’ve only got a
few weeks in each thing. So
we thought it was important
that they have a chance to
potentially make a piece of
art,” said McKernan.
Fundamentals of Acting will focus on introducing and developing the basic
acting techniques of characterization, role analysis,
stage movement, voice, and
body control.
Fundamentals of Visual
Arts plans to focus on basic
elements and principles of
design and drawing, which
is similar to the class that is
in Survey right now. However, this new class will do
more projects within those
two fields, and will be done
more in depth and through

survey, and will prepare
students who want to take
classes such as 2D Design.
Freshman Choir will be
the same as what is offered
during second semester for
freshmen, but will now be
an option during the first
semester. Choir teacher Addie Akin looks forward to
this new change and what
it will provide freshmen
during their first semester,
whether it is through choir
or any other choices for fine
arts.
“I’m super excited
about this new arrangement.
I think it’s going to be great
for our students. I’m all
about creating art. It’s what
I do for a living, and so it’ll
be great that now I’ll have
these students for an entire
semester, and I think this
is gonna be a great change
for our students,” said Akin.
“I think what’s great is no
matter what art form they
choose for that first semes-

tendencies may be.”
Some people may be sad
to see survey be replaced.
“(Survey) introduced
me to the different aspects
of the arts that SLUH can
provide an enjoyable experience for, and it also made
me take small steps out of
my comfort zone and let me
see what types of art I liked
and didn’t like doing,” said
sophomore Tommy Pollard.
But the Fine Arts teachers feel the benefits will outweigh the costs.
“I’m sad that (freshmen) won’t be able to have
the opportunity to immediately get a survey of all the
fine arts, but I am excited
by the potential of growing
more deeply in a particular
fine arts subject. I’m also
excited as a teacher to get
more profound relationships with my students, and
I hope I can help them more
easily become a better artist,” said Powers.

To God, With Gratitude to be mailed on Dec. 17
(continued from page 1)

-munications director Ben
DuMont. They discussed
different ways to show the
history of SLUH to the community and alumni and
thought a timeline, coffee
table book would be the best
way. DuMont reached out
and Kovarik agreed to write
the book.
“They were looking for
somebody to write it and put
it together and make it happen, and so, I had worked

about those changes. Part
one talks about SLUH with
slavery, pre-Jesuits, postJesuits, and challenges with
diversity. Kovarik said he
used two main sources for
the first part.
“One is called Better
the Dream by (William B.)
Faherty, S.J.. There was another book by Gilbert J. Garraghan called the The Jesuits
of the Middle United States,”
said Kovarik. “There’s some
sections of that that is about

Pages from the beginning of the book.

with Mr. DuMont on his
book some years ago, and
we had worked on some
other stuff together, and he
knew that I had done some
writing and published some
things over the years,” said
Kovarik.
“Mr. Kovarik did all of
the writing. I kind of helped
get some of the content for
him. I helped coordinate the
writing effort, and I worked
with the archive committee,”
said DuMont.
Kovarik’s book goes
through the history of SLUH
in two parts: pre- and postBacker Memorial.
Before SLUH’s home
became Oakland Avenue,
the locations varied. For the
first part of the book it talks

St. Louis University which
was the same thing as St.
Louis U. High.”
In 1924, SLUH separated from St. Louis University and moved to Oakland
Avenue, donated by Anna
Backer. The book tells the
story of how and why Backer
donated her money.
“With the Backer story
in particular, there is basically a research paper done
by a Jesuit named David
Suwalsky, S.J. who was a
scholastic here when I was a
freshman,” said Kovarik. “It’s
just a research paper he did.
So, it kind of tells the story
of how Anna Backer bequeathed this money or gave
this money to the school and
finally how the school final-

ly separated legally from St.
Louis University.”
This started the new
and continuing era of SLUH.
Kovarik uses the second part
to introduce the origins of
clubs like the Prep News and
the theater program under the direction of Joseph
Schulte.
For the second part of
the book, Kovarik used the
Prep News as one of his main
sources.
“The Prep News was a

school faced really daunting challenges, but it kept
going and endured and it
was remarkable to see how
many significant figures in
just St. Louis’ history have
gone here, so what a big role
SLUH has played in the city
of St. Louis,” said Kovarik.
Kovarik has spent two
years on the book, and it is
coming out this month. The
book was sent to publisher
and alum Josh Stevens, ’91,
and it is currently on presale
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really invaluable resource
to me as I wrote the biggest
parts of the book. I think it
is remarkable that as a high
school, we have a newspaper that goes back so many
volumes and just basically
tells the rough draft of the
history of the school,” said
Kovarik.
The book is concluded
with more recent history
such as the band visiting
Rome, SLUH’s dedication to
global education, technology at SLUH, and Imagine 18.
To God, With Gratitude
shows the todays and yesterdays of SLUH and does so
through a timeline of joys
and disparities.
“There was lots of different times where the

as he prepares the printed
version. People were able
to purchase the book online
on the bicentennial page.
According to DuMont, the
book will be shipped on
Dec. 17 to arrive the week
before Christmas.
“Mr. Kovarik did a fantastic job with all the research and writing of the
book,” said DuMont.
“(The book) gave me
just a better sense of the
sweep of the school’s history
and in a way, how remarkable it is that the school
has lasted this long,” said
Kovarik. “The book has
given me a new appreciation for the school and the
many people that have made
it what it is over the years.”

Racquetball rolls out at Rollout Tournament
with over 800-point win
Kyle McEnery and
Peter Labarge
REPORTERS

BY Blake
STAFF

D

own south in the courts
of Vetta Concord, the
Racquetbills utterly dominated their competition in
the Winter Rollout tournament last weekend. The team
had first place winners in the
second through sixth brackets and scored a total of 1065
points; the next-closest team,
Parkway West, scored 210.
In the number one
bracket, where the top four
seeds of each varsity team
competed, senior Matthew
Hayes finished in second
place to Parkway West’s Mark
Duffie. Hayes controlled
most of the bracket but ended up losing 11-10 in the tiebreaker of the finals.
“Hayes played pretty solid most of the tournament,
only a few mistakes here and
there,” said varsity coach
John Kleinschmidt. “He was
up 10-7 against Duffie and
had a backhand that he put
into the floor and just never
got it back.”
“What was neat about
it was that during the finals
we had the entire bottom
viewing area and upstairs
full watching,” said Kleinschmidt. “You don’t see that
much with racquetball, and

SPORTS EDITOR, REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High
wrestlers shot at their
competition with hope of getting more team wins at the
Windsor meet and Hillsboro
meet, but the band of scufflers were unable to place in
a competitive Parkway South
tournament. Too many byes
with many dominant individual matches highlight the
performance of the wrestlers.
The Jr. Bills wrestled
Windsor Thursday night.
Varsity was able to grab some
wins while several of the
freshmen also earned their

Obert

S

The racquetball team with the Winter Rollout trophy.

that just motivates a kid to
play better and harder.”
SLUH had three out of
four players in the semifinals
of the first bracket.
“Our top four SLUH
players stepped up and played
really good against other
teams,” said Kleinschmidt. “I
think Nick Schulze surprised
us the most. It’s exciting for
his next year too since he’s
just a junior.”
Schulze won a challenging match against a Lafayette
player in the sixteens. He
went on to face Mark Duffie,
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the champion of the bracket,
losing 11-7, 11-3.
“I think he really
shocked the kid,” said Kleinschmidt. “But then he fell
apart a little bit.”
Senior Ryan Juergens
was the champion in bracket
two, where the bottom four
seeds of varsity 1 and the
varsity 2 players met. Senior Ryan Lieser and junior
Andrew Porterfield made
the semifinals. Schulze and
senior Joe Miner won their
first two games before losing in the quarterfinals, and

seniors Eli Saadi and Jacob
Nelson won their first game
but dropped their second.
“It was tough,” said Juergens. “I played a lot of guys
who really gave me a challenge, but I just kept playing
my game to overcome them.”
The third bracket had
JV1-1’s top four seeds. However, the team’s No. 4 seed,
sophomore Danny Juergens,
fractured his ankle and is
currently out for the next few
matches, including the Winter Rollout tournament.

continued on page 7

“Ain’t no lie baby bye bye bye:” lots of bright
spots, but byes still hurt wrestling record
BY Chris Staley and Leo
Wagner

Hockey slips in loss
to CBC and tie to
Chaminade

first win of the season.
“The first win and loss
are important parts of the
wrestling experience,” said
coach Sean O’Brien. “The first
win lets wrestlers know that
their hard work and attention
to detail has paid off. I think
the first loss is almost as important. The first loss forces
them to make a choice: give
up and accept what happened
or learn from the mistake and
get better.”
The dominant trio of seniors John Murphy, Jake Pineda, and sophomore Bobby
Conroy performed superbly,
each adding a win to his tally.
Almost everyone on the var-

sity team won their matches,
but the team couldn’t match
up to its opponents due to
failure to fill spots in matches.
“It was the second match
of the season so we were really
getting those jitters out” said
junior Kevin Flack. “It was
a nice way to start off some
good early matches before
we headed into the Parkway
South tournament.”
SLUH came into the
Parkway South tournament
prepared for two rounds Friday and three rounds Saturday.
SLUH experienced little
action in the first half of the
evening Friday with a first
round bye before heading into
competition against Potosi in
the second round. The varsity won five of seven matches
and put up a solid fight, but
the large number of byes led
to Potosi winning the dual
match.
On Saturday, the team
had a frustrating series of
matches. In the third round
against O’Fallon, varsity
wrestled six matches and
split them half and half, but
the team couldn’t pull away
the win due to the amount of
byes. The same scenario took
place against Kirkwood in
their fourth round and Parkart | Emmanuel Akpan way South in the fifth round.
Following the results

LUH hockey’s red hot
season cooled down this
week after a crushing 5-0
loss to CBC and a surprising tie with Chaminade. The
team looked uncomfortable, and their young players
struggled, arguably because
of their lack of experience in
big games like these against
MCC rivals, and the older
players did not showcase
their full ability. The weekend’s games were the first
glimpse of weakness for the
Jr. Bills this season.
The Jr. Bills took the
ice against CBC last Friday
in one of the biggest games
of the regular season. The
Cadets came into the game
strong and scored within the
first three minutes, but the
Jr. Bills held back the Cadets
and killed a late power play
to keep the score close.
“Everybody thought we
were still in the game,” said
senior Justin Jacoby. “In the
first period we were playing really well, but after they
scored some bad goals that
really put us down.”
Things began to look
more bleak for the Jr. Bills
in the second period. CBC
scored a goal three minutes into the second, and
then another one with eight
minutes remaining to go up
3-0. The team wasn’t clicking, as both goals come from
mental mistakes, one coming off of a power play and
one coming off an offensive
turnover.
“Honestly the whole
bench was dead,” said senior
Nathan Pawlow. “There was
no motivation to play and
the whole team was mad at
each other. It was CBC. We
were looking forward to this
game the whole (season) and
after that first goal we just
lost motivation.”
Junior Jack Hazelton

made a great move through
the CBC defense and was
tripped leading to a Jr. Bills
power play.
The offense was unable
to put the puck in the net
and CBC killed the penalty.
“We didn’t do much
right,” said sophomore Matt
Warnecke. “It was clear emotions were getting to a lot of
the players. We weren’t ready
for the game and they were.”
After the power play, the
Cadets took control again,
scoring with eleven minutes
remaining and again before
the game was over, making
the final score 5-0.
“The mood was down
after the CBC game,” said
coach Jack Behan. “We only
had six players with ten or
more games of varsity experience (and) it was a good
learning experience. The
game identified some areas
that we need improvement
(in) and we are addressing
those areas.”
After the tough loss,
SLUH had to recover quickly to face off against Chaminade at the Affton Ice Rink
the next night. The Jr. Bills
looked in control early in the
first when junior Alex Beville scored with eleven minutes left to give the Jr. Bills
an early lead.
The rest of the first remained quiet on the scoreboard, but did not lack opportunities as the Jr. Bills put
up ten shots and Chaminade
put up five. Without some
great saves from senior goalie Dylan Bak the game could
have easily been tied.
“Their goalie was playing really well,” said Pawlow.
“We got a lot of shots, but
we just couldn’t get a lucky
bounce in.”
The second period was
marked by aggressive play by
both teams. Both defenses
were playing physically, but

of the fifth match of the day,
wrestlers waited around eagerly as they were placed into
individual brackets. Murphy
and Flack were able to earn a
5th place finish. Flack’s match,
leaving the crowd on edge,
was hard fought and left no
room for error, ending with a
narrow final score of 3-2.
“Following the match we
didn’t place as a team,” said
Flack. “We had a lot of open
spots still so that’s one of the
things we’re still trying to address. We had a lot of good
improvement with good battles.”
Following these matches,
sophomores Bobby Conroy
and Logan Neumann—wrestling JV—competed for first
place in the tournament.
Conroy ended his match with
a pin in the final 15 seconds,
while Neumann was able to
end his in the first period
with the help of a pin. Conroy, coming off an incredible
freshman season, is still looking to improve.
“I felt as though it wasn’t
my best match, and I’m looking forward to improving with
my peers throughout the season,” said Conroy. “I learned
to help others before yourself,
and to control my attitude to
control how well I do.”
With high spirits Sunday, Sophomore Matt Warnecke against

continued on page 7 Chaminade.

continued on page 7
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Rifle pulls the trigger on the
season in strong Illinois tourney
Nick Prainito
STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High
rifle team opened up
its regular season this past
weekend with a tournament
in Gilman, Ill. with the varsity and JV teams performing after a long build-up of
practices.
Rifle matches are scored
on a largely individual basis.
Each competitor can earn
up to 600 points in a match.
These points are earned by
shooting in three different
positions: Standing, kneeling, and prone. Each shot
can receive up to ten points,
and there are 60 total shots.
The veterans led the
way for the Jr. Bills. Senior
Hayden Steingruby shot a
562, good for second place,
and senior Jack Doyle finished third with a 557.
“The team performed
well, shaking a bit of the offseason rust off,” said head
coach Will Bresnahan.
Steingruby and Doyle,
along with seniors Adam
Stemmler and Max Wilson,

are leading the ranks for
SLUH this season and have
all been standouts in past
years. The team has just a
few seniors and no juniors,
so underclassmen are a big
part this year as well.
“This season’s opener
was pretty similar to past
season openers. Scores a bit
lower than we expect going
forward and the first taste of
competition exposing problems that we can address
in the coming weeks,” said
Bresnahan.
“This is a tournament
that historically SLUH, and
everybody else that shoots
on it, does a little bit lower
than what they normally
would,” said Steingruby.
With rifle being an intense, individual sport with
a small margin for error,
Bresnahan and the leadership team are always looking
for ways to improve results.
He noted that one main way
that problems can be identified is through competitions
and matches.
“The pressure of com-

petition often magnifies
problems individual shooters are having and allows
us to focus on them. Long
term, we will adjust the individual training plans for
some shooters who had deficiencies expose themselves,
but overall we are right on
track to have another strong
season,” said Bresnahan.
Next up for the Jr. Bills
is the Predator Classic on
Saturday. All three teams—
freshman, JV, and varsity—
will be traveling to Ozark
High School to shoot.
According to Steingruby,
most
individual
shooters nailed the standing
and prone positions at the
opening meet. However, the
kneeling position will be key
if the team hopes to improve
on Saturday.
“We need to get our
kneeling
position
consistent,” said Steingruby.
“That’s kind of a make-orbreak type of deal. …Something that tends to happen a
lot is we have some inconsistent kneeling scores.”

Dominant matches from individuals
not enough for wrestling
(continued from page 6)

SLUH wrestlers rejuvenated
their energy and practiced
Monday and Tuesday, preparing for a Wednesday afternoon tri-meet to be held at
Hillsboro High School. After
several delays due to disorganization among the referees,
Murphy and Conroy were
able to win their two matches,
against St. Clair and Hillsboro, while senior Jake Pineda, sophomore Lenny Madalone, and freshman Cam
Perry—competing on the JV
level—all chipped in one win,
bringing an end to a long, yet
victory-filled night.
“I had to lose two pounds
to get down to 195, which I
did,” said Flack. “I got a guy
from St. Clair and he had
a few good shots, he chose
the bottom, but I was able to
overcome him and get the pin
on him.”
“We were the dominant
team. We went out there and
we wrestled our match,” said
Murphy. “But we don’t have
enough wrestlers, and give up
too many byes.”
SLUH next wrestles on
Dec. 12 against Priory and
Pattonville at Pattonville High
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Senior Jake Pineda (right).

School. After the tri-meet
next Wednesday, the Jr. Bills
will begin a welcome threeweek break from competition,
although they will continue to
practice over the majority of
the break.
“We need to keep working on top, breaking people
down and flattening them out
so we can run our turns and
stuff, keep working on bottom, just grinding out and
working away because that’s
just all grit, and in neutral position we’re looking to pushing people and doing what we
need to do,” said Flack. “We
need to go in with a game
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plan and hit what we need to
hit.”
The freshman and JV
teams showed depth in their
numerous victories, including
a lot of first wins. Highlights
were brought out by freshman
Cam Perry’s first dub of the
year.
“I was really happy that
the freshmen saw Cam’s (Perry) match,” said O’Brien. “He
had been struggling and just
kept working and fighting.
That effort and ability learn
from failure led to a great pin.
Wrestling is about that: dealing with hardship instead of
running from it.”
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Fight from underclassmen seals
Winter Rollout victory
(continued from page 6)

SLUH had five of eight
the quarterfinalists and three
of the four semifinalists.
Sophomore Oliver Allen lost
to junior Jonathan Prichard
in the final match.
“Prich was on fire all
weekend,” said Kleinschmidt.
“He was just really playing
good racquetball.”
Junior Eric “Hamfam”
Hammel was the champion
in the fourth bracket, which
had the JV1-1 and JV12 doubles teams. Three of
the four semifinalists in the
bracket were SLUH players,
and both SLUH players in the
finals with Hammel defeated
the No. 1 seed, junior Jackson
Haupt.
“The coaching from Mr.
Deves and the other coaches
and the consistency of playing throughout the day really helped me to play well,”
said Hammel. “I also was
able to hit good ceiling balls
throughout the weekend,
and then take the shots when
there.”
Freshman Max Telken
surprised many, making it to
the semis before losing to the
future champion.
“Max came out of nowhere,” said Kleinschmidt.
“We knew he was a good little freshman but he came out
of nowhere and just started
beating everybody and upset
everybody.”
Junior John Hilker came
out as champion of the fifth
bracket, containing all of
JV2-1 and 2-2. Although
he wasn’t a top seed, Hilker
managed to make his way to
the semis.
“The most challenging

players were the other SLUH
guys that I ended up facing,” said Hilker. “I felt like
the strategy of percentage
racquetball that each of the
SLUH players used was well
ahead of the competition.”
The JV3 Racquetbills
conquered the sixth and final
bracket without even playing any matches. Thirteen of
the sixteen players in the first
round who won were SLUH’s
very own. In the quarterfinals, all eight slots were
taken by SLUH. Freshman
Ben Harmon took the title of
champion.
“It was really exciting.
I took the championship to
three sets with a kid named
Clark Martin and it was very
fun,” said Harmon. “He was a
great player, we both played
well, and it had been a long
day. We were very tired.”
With such an outstanding outcome for SLUH’s
team, the next day’s practice
was optional to anyone who
made it to the quarterfinals
because of the astounding
gameplay.
“Everybody stepped up
and played great,” said Kleinschmidt. “It was exciting for
SLUH racquetball especially
for the underclassmen. A lot
of kids were excused from
practice the next day but
came up anyways! I’m like
‘This is great!’ These kids
are wanting to get better and
that’s just exciting for the future of SLUH racquetball.”
SLUH’s varsity 1 continued its hot streak against
Chaminade at Vetta West
this Wednesday. They shut
out their opponent.
No. 1 seed Hayes de-

molished his opponent, Alec
Growe, 15-1, 15-4. Hayes
killed every shot available
or successfully took it to
the ceiling. Growe was so
shocked at Hayes’ incredible
play that he said “How do
you even hit that?” during
one point of the match.
No. 2 seed Lieser had a
successful comeback from six
down in his match, winning
15-12, 15-10. Once Lieser realized his opponent, Andrew
Strand, was staying in the
back court, Lieser started hitting pinch shots and earned
points.
No. 3 seed Andrew Porterfield lost his first match
15-11 before winning the
second match 15-4 and won
the tiebreaker 11-3.
No. 4 seed Schulze
dominated his match against
Brendan Mueller, winning
15-6, 15-2.
“I played well today and
was able to hit some good lob
serves in for aces or setups
which I could put away for
points,” said Schulze.
Ryan Juergens faced Logan Miller, an opponent he
had played and defeated at
the Winter Rollout. He ended
up winning this match as well
15-13, 15-7.
“I tried to force him to
give me a set-up and then
take it to end the rally,” said
Juergens. “Having played him
in the Winter Rollout, I knew
how he played and I knew
that getting him stuck in the
backhand corner would work
very well against him.”
The team of seniors
Liam John and Zach Pavlisin
beat Shanu Sankara and Patrick Lynch 15-3, 15-8.

Frustrating finish against Chaminade
leads hockey to reflect on play
(continued from page 6)

the period did not lack offense as both teams let another five shots off. Chaminade scored with six minutes
left to tie the game up and
the score would remain 1-1
to finish out the second.
“We outplayed Chaminade in that game,” said Jacoby. “It was a defensive battle, it was just one of those
games where it felt like nothing could really happen.”
The third period played
very similar to the second. Play was aggressive
for both teams, but neither

team could find the net for
the rest of the game, which
ended with a 1-1 tie. This
was the Jr. Bills’ first tie of
the season.
“The guys were frustrated after the Chaminade
game,” said Behan. “We
played well, but we did not
score on numerous great
chances. The game was tilted heavily in our favor playwise (and it was) frustrating
to only score one goal.”
The SLUH hockey team
does not take the ice again
until next Thursday when
they play Parkway South at

the Affton ice rink. They are
looking to use their short
break to improve in the areas
that were lacking this week.
“This really came at the
right time for us,” said Behan. “We have an opportunity to address some issues
and some of the players will
be given the opportunity to
look in the mirror to reflect
on how they must improve
themselves to be effective.
Adversity is a good thing if
you have the mental toughness to fight through it. We
will learn a lot about our
team moving forward.”

The C Basketball (White) team.
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Underclassmen Briefs
B Team Hockey (1-1-0)
12/2-Lutheran South B
SLUH:
1 0 0 F: 1
Lutheran South B: 0 4 1 F: 5
Goals: William Brewer (1)
Goalie: Andrew Bergman (22
saves)

B Team Basketball (1–2-0)
12/3-Marquette
SLUH:
16 25
F: 54
Marquette: 24 30
F: 41
12/5-Webster
SLUH:
00
Marquette:
00

11/29-Timberland
SLUH:
22 17 F: 39
Timberland: 15 5
F: 20
Chris Brooks (19 points and
13 rebounds)

11/30-University City
SLUH:
22 22 F: 44
University City: 23 26 F: 49
Nick Witcher (18 points),
Kevin Hogan (8 rebounds)

C Basketball (Blue) (2-1-0)
11/29-Vianney
JV Hockey (4-0-2)
SLUH:
23 28 F: 51
—compiled by Jared Thorn12/2-Chaminade
C Basketball (White) (1-2-0) Vianney:
21 29 F: 50
berry
SLUH:
0 2 2 F:4
11/28-Liberty
Nick Witcher (12 points),
Chaminade: 0 0 0 F:0
SLUH:
10 17 F: 27
Jack Christanell (12 points),
Goals: Joey Perotti (2), Ben Liberty: 16 20 F: 36
Jack DuMont (game winning
Winkelmann (1), Sean Wieg- Chris Brooks (9 points, 8 re- three in OT)
ers (1)
bounds)
F: 40
F:45
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Loyola Christmas Party
Students,
administrators, and members of the
SLUH Alumni Mothers’ Club
met on campus on Saturday,
Dec. 1, for the annual Loyola
Academy Christmas party.
The SLUH community welcomed Loyola students with
a plethora of activities, such
as musical chairs, cornhole,
and enjoying Mothers’ Club
Christmas cookies. The celebration, which lasted from
8 a.m. to 1 p.m., culminated
in the Schulte Theater with
a contentious lip sync battle
between the Jr. Bills and the

Around the Hallways

Knights. The latter walked Jazz Concert
away victorious, holding the
This past Tuesday the St.
coveted lip sync trophy.
Louis University High School
Jazz Bands performed in their
Christmas concert. The bands
performing included Jazz
1, Jazz 2, Jazz Combos, Lab
Band, and fun band. Highlights included a multi-genre
version of “Sonnymoon for
Two” by Lab Band, and an
amazing guitar solo by Chris
Hartung during his combo’s
rendition of “Stairway to
Heaven.” The Symphonic
Band, Concert Band, and Orphoto | Mrs. Kathy Chott chestra will host their Christmas concert Dec. 11 in the
Junior Peter Michalski.

Artist of the Fortnight:
Andrew Munie ’21

Munie and his gourd drawings.
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O

r online, at shaneco.
“
...
com. We now return
back to the greatest hits of the
1990s, here on 106.5 The Arch.
I mean, 106.5 The Will.”
Last Friday, on an uncharacteristically warm autumn afternoon, St. Louis U.
High’s own senior Will Browdy
could be heard across the metropolitan area, inside cars,
shops, and homes. Browdy, for
nearly two hours that evening,
was given the enviable role of
playing the DJ for the popular
radio station 106.5 The Arch.
Spurred by a chance encounter with a family friend,
a contest was proposed to
Browdy as a possible PR boost
for the media outlet. Browdy
was charged with a simple
task, which, if accomplished,
would see him receive a huge
reward in the form of control
of the radio station.
“I was at a lacrosse tour-

nament and the mom of a
friend I’ve been friends with
since kindergarten saw me
with a full-grown beard,” explained Browdy. “She happened to work at a radio station, and she thought it would
be funny to get a high schooler
to try to beat out the radio
host.”
With the contest officially set up a few days after the
tournament, the newly found
opponents made contact frequently, with Browdy sending
a selfie a day to the host, Jonah,
on Facebook, documenting
the progress of his beloved
beard. Once the month closed
out, the polls opened up.
After 154 comments on
the radio’s Facebook page, the
overwhelming majority of voters, including the host’s own
girlfriend, cast their ballots for
Browdy. The newest personality behind the microphone
was chosen.
“When I took over the

Prep News

Friday, December 7

Theatre.
Chris’ Cakes
Students at St. Louis U.
High were allowed to set their
alarm clocks back by one hour
on Wednesday, due to a late
start for department meetings. STUCO used the extra
hour to host Chris’ Cakes in
the Si Commons from 7:308:30 in the morning. Late
starts are always a favorite
among students.
—Compiled by Carter Fortman, Will Slatin, and Ben
Klevorn
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Sports Editors
Chris “Seeing My Mom”
Staley
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Regular Schedule
Adopt-A-Family
Advent Confessions
F/C 1st Friday Mass
AP
Freshman Class Mass
Lunch Special—Chicken Rings
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
3:30PM JV2-2 Racquetball vs Lindbergh
JV1-2 Racquetball vs Lindbergh
V 2 Racquetball vs Lindbergh

Saturday, December 8
Breakfast with Santa
Father Son Bowling
8:00AM Scholastic High School Placement Test
12:00PM Winter Dance Dress Rehearsal
1:00PM JV 3 Racquetball Singles

Sunday, December 9

4:00PM Christmas Choir and Dance Concerts

Monday, December 10
“When I make a drawing, when
I first look at something, I try to
see how I can convey it the most
interesting way to the viewer
and I try to get that through as
best as possible when I make it,
whether that is making different
values or changing a drawing
in a way to look as interesting
as possible. So it almost tells
a story so it’s more than just a
picture that you are looking at
and more of an idea, thought
and story whatever you want
to call it. I guess that is what I
try to convey most,” said Munie.

station, I got to do my own
stuff on the soundboard,” said
Browdy. “(Jonah) kind of told
me what to do, but it was still
my own.”
The night before the big
day, the senior made a playlist
of ’90s songs he wanted to play
on air. Browdy had to send
them to the host, who took a
number of Will’s songs and a
number of comparable ones,
and gave them the ‘okay’ to be
played during his stint as DJ.
“The room was kind of
exactly as I imagined it, actually,” said Browdy. “There was
a ton of music memorabilia on
the wall people had donated. It
felt like I was on a talk show.”
But this “talk show”
wasn’t for Browdy alone. It was
also for his friends and family.
“We were in the same
room as him, only about five
feet away,” said senior Peter
Wilhelm. “It was honestly very
surreal to see him standing
there acting professional on
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106.5 “The Will”: what will Will play next?
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air.”

“I was definitely embarrassed. And when I looked
back at my buddies, I was like
‘this is weird,’ and they gave me
the thumbs up,” said Browdy.
“They were supportive of me.”
With his friends behind
him, Browdy confidently
spoke between commercials
and songs, even having brief
conversations with those of his
friends and family who called
in.
“People called in, some
of my family called in. I’d
take their song requests,” said
Browdy.
With the entire Saint
Louis area having been told he
was a senior at SLUH, Browdy
was not only the spokesman of
106.5 The Arch; he was the de
facto spokesman for the SLUH
community. He presented that
to the community as a wellspoken, enthusiastic, passionate bunch.

Regular Schedule
Musical Auditions
Adopt-A-Family Wrapping
Pep Rally
AP
Band/Orchestra Rehearsal
Snack—Cheese Stick
Lunch Special—Spicy Chicken on French
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
3:30PM Advent Ignatian Evening and Dinner
V2 Racquetball vs Parkway West
6:00PM C White Basketball @ Belleville East
7:30PM B Basketball @ Belleville East

Tuesday, December 11
Musical Auditions
Adopt-A-Family Wrapping
AP
Band/Orchestra Rehearsal
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian–Quesadilla
4:00PM C Blue Basketball @ Trinity
5:30PM B Basketball @ Trinity
7:00PM V Basketball @ Trinity
7:00PM Band/Orchestra Concert

Regular Schedule

Wednesday, December 12

Regular Schedule
Musical Auditions
AP
Senior Project Meeting
Snack—Chicken Bites
Lunch Special—Pizza Grilled Cheese & Beef Brisket
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
3:30PM JV2-2 Racquetball vs Parkway West
4:30PM C White Basketball vs McCluer
5:00PM C/JV/V Wrestling vs Pattonville/Priory
Regular Schedule
Thursday, December 13
Musical Auditions
AP
Recitation Contests
Snack—Pizza Stick
Lunch Special—Papa John’s
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
4:00PM C Blue Basketball @ DeSmet
4:15PM C White Basketball @ MICDS
5:30PM B Basketball @ MICDS
7:00PM Open Mic
Staycation/ACES Guest Speaker

Friday, December 14

Regular Schedule

Adopt-A-Family Delivery
Campus Ministry Gaudete Party
Faculty Christmas Party
AP
NHS Faculty Karaoke
Snack—Bosco Stick
Lunch Special—Country Fried Steak
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
4:00PM JV1-2 Racquetball vs Chaminade
JV2-1 Racquetball vs Chaminade
5:30PM C Blue Basketball @ Soldan
7:00PM V Basketball @ Soldan
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“What’s your favorite part about school?”
Reporters
Will “Brotherhood” McCann
Ben “I Don’t Go To
School Here” Kleffner
Will “Swimming To
Class” ”Slatin
Sam “Running To Class”
McIntyre
Jacob “4 Minute Passing
Period” Reznikov
Nathan “Math” Rich
Peter “Barges On The
River” LaBarge
Kyle “Theology” McEnery

Carter “Young Conservatives” Fortman
Jared “Racquetball”
Thornberry
Leo “Four” Wagner
Contributing Artists
Emmanuel “credit”
Akpan
Contributing Photographers
Mrs. Kathy “Photography Club” Chott
Mr. Stephen “Formal Attire” Deves

Jonel “My Name” Olar
Advisors
Mr. Peter “Each Other”
Lucier
Mr. Justin “Each Other”
Seaton
Moderator
Mr. Steve “PN Christmas”
Missey

