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Recent incidents with Paintings, photos, prose, and poetry: Black
vaping, marijuana Sisyphus Winter ’19 prints Wednesday athletics
at SLUH
spark discussion
honored
and
Administration looking
explored
to help, not punish
for Black
History
Month

BY Paul Gillam
EDITOR IN CHIEF

E

leven St. Louis U. High
students were involved
in nicotine and marijuana related incidents this
month, resulting in either
suspensions or separations
from the school. The recent
surge of drug-related incidents has caused Assistant
Principal for Student Life
Brock Kesterson and Assistant Dean of Students Dan
Schulte to take more direct
action towards aiding students in overcoming drug
habits and addictions.
The first incident took
place after school in the
locker room and involved
the ingestion of marijuana
through a dab pen, a device
used to vaporize marijuana
concentrates. According to a
student involved, Kesterson
was contacted by a parent
later in the day, and an investigation of the situation
was conducted by Kesterson
and Schulte. The next day,
Kesterson and Schulte met
with the students involved
in locker room incident and
a number of other students,
who were called in based
on new evidence. Kesterson
and Schulte also searched
the lockers and cars of several students for drug paraphernalia. One student was
found to have been distributing drug paraphernalia
while on campus. A student
involved said he and seven
other students received suspensions ranging from one
to five days while two other
students were separated
from the school.
The second incident
took place off campus at a
school event when a student was caught using marijuana. A student close to
the student involved said
he was separated from the
school.

JUULing and vaping,
according to the Student
Handbook may “constitute
good cause for suspension,
expulsion and probation
… .” However, each case
is handled differently and
can result in different outcomes. Although in previous years JUULs and vaping
devices were treated like
tobacco, this year their status has been upped to that
of an illegal drug, primarily
because one can use the devices to ingest a myriad of
drugs, including THC, in
addition to nicotine.
The Student Handbook
states that SLUH “recognizes the use of mood-altering
chemicals as a significant
health problem for many
adolescents, resulting in
negative effects on behavior, learning, and the total
development of each individual.” Marijuana, which
falls under the category of
mood-altering chemicals,
is grounds for possible suspension, expulsion, or probation.
The administration has
acknowledged the problem
at SLUH (in November, the
Prep News published a survey that found 43.8 percent
of SLUH students to have
vaped and 72.2 percent of
students to have witnessed
vaping on campus) and has
reaffirmed its commitment
to search for solutions.
“We have a problem
that we’re trying to address,”
said Schulte. “We are not
sitting idly by and burying
our heads in the sand and
saying that we don’t have a
problem. We are doing everything we can to address
it.”
The incidents have already shown tangible consequences on campus. The
bathrooms located by the
Schulte Theater have been
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he Winter ’19 edition
of the art and literary
magazine Sisyphus goes on
sale Wednesday, Feb. 9. The
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staff put together the magazine this past weekend,
showcasing the abundant
literary and artistic talents
of the St. Louis U. High student body and staff.

Receiving about 70 literary submissions and over
100 art submissions, the
editors had difficult choices
to make in deciding what

continued on page 6

Two juniors represent SLUH at
State Band Festival

Junior Chris Hartung.
BY Noah Apprill-Sokol
REPORTER		

O

News

MLK Award
Senior Austin Sexton-Warner
recognized by Archbishop Carlson, teachers, and peers as a
model for justice in his community. Page 2

Chess
Chess crosses roads with Crossroads (College Prep); Captain
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vercoming everything
from rehearsing in the
dark to fire alarms during
continued on page 6 a performance, two musi-
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cal virtuosos, Chris Hartung and Bryce Van Bree,
ventured to the Tan-Tar-A
Resort in the Lake of the
Ozarks to perform for music educators and parents
in the State Music Festival.

Opinion

Letter to the editors
Concern raised about the typical
senior prank; proposes seniors to
start a tradition of positivity and
generosity. Page 3

Sports

Rifle
Rifle sets its sights on a state
championship; look to senior’s
leadership to help them shoot to
the top. Page 9

Hartung was the 1st chair
guitarist in the State Jazz
Band and Van Bree was
the 2nd chair piccoloist in
the State Orchestra. After rehearsing Wednesday,

continued on page 7

Sports

Basketball
Underclassmen step up to the
plate, er, three-point line for basketball amidst struggles. Page 9

Sports

Hockey
Ploffs season is upon us again!
SLUH takes first seed… again…
this is getting old. Page 11

oday’s assembly focusing on black athletics
at Saint Louis U. High will
mark the beginning of Black
History Month at SLUH.
The rest of the month will
include meetings and other
events which honor important African Americans of
SLUH and abroad.
The assembly was
planned by Frank Kovarik,
director of the Equity and
Inclusion committee, who
described it as “a celebration to memorialize and
acknowledge the beginning
of black history month at
SLUH,” and will be presented by students Jordan
Coleman, Chris Brooks,
Peter Curdt, and Travione
Johnson.
“This is the first time
that I’ve been asked to speak
in front of my peers and at
first I felt some nervousness
and almost declined. But,
in learning about the struggles and success that other
black people have encountered in their lives, I often
found similarities between
their experiences and my
own. I felt that it was time
for me to step up and share
my passion and knowledge
with others about the truth
of black people. Now, I
couldn’t be more honored
to be selected to speak on
their behaves,” said Johnson.
Last year’s assembly
featured a presentation on
SLUH’s black history, as
well as the city of Saint Louis’ black history, followed by
a speech from alumni Rollo
Dillworth, ’87. This year’s
presentation will focus on
the history of black athletes

continued on page 7
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Sexton-Warner honored with MLK Model of Justice award
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Sexton-Warner with Kovarik at the ceremony.
BY Matthew
CORE STAFF

Thibodeau

A

Youth Leadership St.
Louis (YLSL) participant, a leader of Voices of
SLUH, a member of ACES,
and a leader of multiple allschool assemblies: senior
Austin Sexton-Warner was
St. Louis U. High’s recipient
of the 2018 MLK Model of
Justice award. He received
the award from Archbishop
Robert J. Carlson on Jan. 20
at the Cathedral Basilica of
St. Louis.
The MLK Model of
Justice award was given to
roughly 25 students across

St. Louis who have “demonstrated through their
attitude and their work,
a commitment to serving
humanity in the broader
community,” according to
a statement from the Archdiocese of St. Louis.
Through YLSL, SextonWarner became aware of
many different issues and
was motivated to do something with his knowledge.
“I was inspired to want
to help people and change
minds, from learning about
St. Louis education, to
prison, to racism, to neighborhoods, to healthcare, to

transportation, and many
other topics,” said SextonWarner. “From YLSL, along
with many other students
and teachers, we created
Voices of SLUH.”
Sexton-Warner
was
surprised to receive the
Model of Justice Award.
“I wasn’t expecting this
award at all. I just started in
my passion for what people
call ‘social justice’, which I
just call being pro-human.
I want to better myself and
others. That’s all,” said Sexton-Warner.
Although he was surprised to receive the award,
multiple teachers are impressed by his dedication
and passion.
“Austin always speaks
his mind. He is an independent thinker who refuses to
be intimidated by anyone.
At the same time, he is also
deeply compassionate. He
looks out for the vulnerable and is unfailingly kind
and sensitive,” said English
teacher Frank Kovarik in
his recommendation letter
for Sexton-Warner.
“I’m really excited for
him. He’s very deserving
and he’s a very good representative of the school,”
said ACES moderator Dan
Schuler. “Austin, in his time
here, has been really consistent in working towards
issues of equity and social
justice. He’s someone who
has really grown into leadership goals.”
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Sexton-Warner (center) with members of the SLUH faculty.

Schuler cited a specific moment of leadership by Sexton-Warner as
something which stuck out
to him. Last year, after the
Jason Stockley verdict—a
troubling decision for many
St. Louisans—Sexton-Warner took action to organize
an all-school assembly that
addressed the difficult issue, encouraging discourse
and healing.
“Austin was being a vocal leader … He saw an issue in the school which he
wanted to address, and he
took steps to do it … He
works really hard to make
SLUH a more welcoming
place for everyone. He’s just
an open person who’s very
compassionate and very

loving,” said Schuler.
Soon to graduate and
leave a place which he has
made an impact on, SextonWarner hopes that SLUH
students will continue to
pay attention to issues of
equity.
“Our mission at SLUH
is to be men for others, and
in order to do that, we have
to understand ourselves
and others,” said SextonWarner. “It may not be perfect, but I want Voices of
SLUH to continue and be
improved upon, because I
think it’s very beneficial for
the SLUH community.”
“I hope that people
continue with his example
and the example that we
set,” said senior Antwine

Willis. “I just hope that after
we leave, things like Voices
of SLUH or the black history program don’t just simmer out.”
As he moves on from
SLUH,
Sexton-Warner
plans to continue making
positive change.
“I’m definitely inspired
to grow and do more work
in causing positive change
in college and beyond. And
I don’t know exactly what
I’m gonna do , but I’m going
to do something,” said Sexton-Warner. “I would like to
just see a better world, and
if I can contribute to that
in any kind of way, then I’ll
try.”

Schlanger ’89 speaks Men for Life send delegation to March for Life;
at Father-Son Banquet advocate for rights of the unborn
BY Ben Klevorn
CORE STAFF		

S

teve Schlanger, ’89, took a
break from his busy schedule of broadcasting sporting
events to serve as the keynote
speaker at the Father-Son
Mass & Banquet last Sunday.
Schlanger, a play-by-play announcer for NBC, has called
the Olympics since 2012
as well as over 30 different
sports, including hockey, college basketball, golf, cycling,
figure skating, and freestyle
skiing.
Fathers’ Club president
Dan Lally was instrumental in
bringing Schlanger to speak.
He believed his status as a St.
Louis U. High alum and background in sports made him an
ideal candidate.
The evening kicked off
with a Mass in the chapel,
celebrated by the Rev. Paul
Sheridan, S.J. His homily centered around the unique relationship between fathers and
sons, and he thanked the fathers for all the work they do.
After Mass, fathers and
their sons gathered in the Si
Commons for dinner, consisting of roast beef, chicken
parmesan, mashed potatoes,
mixed vegetables, salad, and
rolls. When dinner concluded,
Lally introduced Schlanger to
the SLUH community and
handed him the microphone.
Schlanger started off his
talk by focusing on how he
became interested in pursuing

sports broadcasting. A sports
fanatic himself, Schlanger
was the starting shortstop on
the baseball team before his
offense took a tumble. Joe
Schulte, ’54, believed Schlanger possessed two important traits that would make
him an ideal sports broadcaster: his love for sports and
strong public speaking skills.
Schlanger took up Schulte’s
advice and attended the University of Missouri-Columbia
to pursue sports broadcasting.
Throughout Schlanger’s
career, he has been thrown in
tough situations that he had
to find a way to deal with. As
a college student, in his first
broadcasting gig, Schlanger
called football games for a local high school on a mom and
pop radio station. He recalled
that the broadcast booth was
angled unevenly to one side
of the field. Consequently, he
could only see half the field
and had to find creative ways
to make calls when the play
was occuring on his obstructed side.
“When you get in a situation like that, you adjust;
you figure things out. Having come from a foundation
here and also working a small
station in college, I think it
prepared me, just like you’re
getting prepared for whatever
you want to do,” said Schlanger in his talk.
Schlanger also recalled a
situation at the 2018 Olym-
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Students at the march.
BY Braden Kramer
REPORTER		

O

n Thursday, Jan. 17,
students and faculty
embarked on an unforgettable trip to Washington D.C.
to participate in the March
for Life. They joined others
from the city of St. Louis,
Missouri, the United States,
continued on page 8 and the world, all united

and motivated by a drive
to protect all life. The event
has been regularly attended
by SLUH students with the
school and their parishes
for years now.
The group boarded a
bus Thursday morning during second period and were
escorted to the airport,
where they caught a plane

that landed in D.C early in
the afternoon. After arriving, the students and faculty were taken to a hotel
just a few miles outside of
downtown D.C. where they
would stay the night.
On Friday, Jan. 18, the
group rode the subway into
downtown and got out right
were the march was taking

shape. One member of the
faculty in the group, math
teacher Don Steingruby,
noted that the amount of
people was, “overwhelming
to see. In every direction
that you looked there were
people.” He had estimated
the amount of people there
at a whopping 250,000,

continued on page 8
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Editorial

Value the truth; debunk
culture of rumors
Two weeks ago, 2.5 million viewers brought a video
of a white, Catholic school
student who seemed to be
purposefully standing in the
way of a Native American
protester and mocking him to
the fore of the internet. In the
video, the white student and
Native American man were
surrounded by a crowd of the
student’s schoolmates. The
video portrayed only part
of an interaction between
the student and the Native
American man. As the video
began to catch fire, national media outlets published
emotionally charged stories
and the student’s own school
and home diocese released
statements condemning the
student for his actions. The
country, and even the world,
was outraged and quick to
despise the young man. In
a statement released by the
student, he said he “received
physical and death threats via
social media, as well as hateful insults.”
Several days later, the
story became considerably
more complex when new
evidence emerged, adding
several layers to the story.
Initial biases and condemnation were reconsidered.
The school and archdiocese
admitted their wrongdoings,
apologizing for acting before the truth came out. “We
should not have allowed ourselves to be bullied and pressured into making a statement prematurely, and we
take full responsibility for it,”
said the Diocese of Covington in a statement. However,
the student’s and school’s

reputation will remain tainted due to false notions of the
truth.
Unfortunately, similar
situations often happen in
our own lives. A story emerges, an emotional response is
elicited, new details come up,
and many views change. It is
too easy to jump to conclusions and point fingers—so
long as no fingers point at
us. We often acknowledge
our hasty judgement after the
fact, but do little to change
our habits. We often don’t
fully value the truth.
We, the editors, want
to remind you of the Prep
News’s motto, “If nothing
else, value the truth” and how
it addresses our tendency
to judge, point fingers, and
jump to conclusions. Our
motto implores us to set aside
our immediate emotionally
charged reactions and biased
viewpoints for a patient understanding and discovery
of the truth. It recognizes the
truth as powerful.
Even in our own school,
we fall victim to this trap of
rash
assumptions—especially in recent weeks. In an
extremely complex situation
involving students and oncampus drug use, rumors
have only fanned the flame
of misunderstanding. In what
seemed to be a school-wide
game of telephone, the truth
became distorted.
We tend to want to get
the information out fast and
forget the lives that are being
affected by rumors. If nothing else, value the truth—and
if you don’t know the truth,
wait to find it.

PN 83 Editorial Policy

T

he Volume 83 Prep News
opinion section serves
the purpose of being the vehicle of the personal opinions
of students, faculty, or others.
All topics discussed in the section will be related to St. Louis
U. High School.
Nothing published either
as an editorial or as a letter to
an editor should be considered the opinion of the school,
the administration, or anyone
other than its author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is
the opinion of all five editors
on a particular topic.
A commentary or column is an opinion of one
member of the Prep News
staff, not of the Prep News itself.
A perspective or notebook, like a commentary, is
the opinion of one person, often a Prep News staff member.
Unlike a commentary,
such a piece is often intended
primarily to convey a personal
experience rather than to provide a viewpoint on an issue.
Unlike a letter, such pieces
are usually developed at the
request of, and sometimes under the guidance of, the Prep
News editors.
Every member of the
SLUH community is wel-

comed and encouraged to
submit a letter to the editors.
Every letter received by the
editors will be read and given
consideration. All letters must
be signed, but the author’s
name may be withheld from
publication by request and at
the discretion of the editors.
The Prep News editors
reserve the right to edit any
submissions for publication
in order to meet grammatical
standards, but they will not
skew the author’s original intent. Also, the editors reserve
the right to withhold from
publication any submission if
it is deemed vulgar, tasteless,
or otherwise inappropriate.
Authors should be available
for the editors to contact them
before publication to address
matters of concern.
All authors wishing to
have letters published must
submit them by 4:00 p.m. the
Wednesday before the letter is
to be published.
Letters should be emailed
to prepnews@sluh.org, and, if
possible, a signed copy should
be given to a Prep News editors or moderator or mailed to
the Prep News courtesy of St.
Louis University High School,
4970 Oakland, St. Louis, MO
63110.

Letter to the Editors:
Can senior prank be positive?
Dear Seniors,
Welcome back! Your return makes our school community whole again. Thank
you for your service out in the
larger community.
You have worked these
past three and a half years to
further become a man with
and for others. This has been
especially true regarding senior project. As a teacher of
seniors, I have regularly seen
good people become even better in their second semester
due to putting others before
themselves in the month of
January.
Observing this beauty,
this living up to our school’s
high ideals, makes the inevitable senior prank a sour way
to experience the end of your
time here. Though I am sure
it is not intended to be so, I

can’t help experiencing it as
a betrayal of what we are all
supposed to be about. It is an
act that inconveniences others
and asks others, most notably our already hard working
maintenance men, to clean up
after your mess. SLUH is big
on tradition and I understand
that this is one of our traditions, albeit one not unique
to SLUH. I would suggest that
the senior prank continue but
in a way that would be both
consistent with our values and
be carried out differently than
as it is done at other schools;
it could be the SLUH way, if
you will.
I think that what makes
for a successful senior prank
involves an element of both
creativity and surprise as a
way of leaving a final mark on
one’s school. The fact that it is
regularly negative only makes

sense if one is not a man for
others and/or they have some
animus towards their school,
neither of which apply to you.
I challenge the class of
2019 to start a new tradition,
one where the senior prank is
an act of positivity and generosity. Rather than leaving a
mess to clean up, it could involve a gathering of what can
be used. Rather than wasting
money (i.e. last year’s Post-it
Notes), it could involve a received benefit to others. The
fun and challenge of a senior
prank is to think outside of
the box and this approach allows for that.
I have been thinking
about this since last May. At
first, it was difficult to imagine
what could replace the traditional senior prank. However,
time allowed for a lot of ideas
to come to the fore. I can only

3

imagine what a group of you
could generate. While the
ownership of this is yours, I
would be glad to meet with a
group of seniors to share my
ideas as a way to jumpstart
your own plans.
Just speaking for myself,
I can’t imagine any joy coming
from thinking of others cleaning up the mess I left behind.
What I can attest to is the feeling of fulfillment and warmth
that comes from picturing a
person receiving an act of generosity from one’s self. That is
being a man for others for the
greater glory of God.
In the end, you young
men will do what you want.
Whatever is decided, it won’t
change the fact that we love
and support all of you.
—Mr. Kickham

Senior Project: Crisis Nursery North
Joe Feder
STAFF

Editor’s note: The names of the
people in this reflection have
been changed to protect their
privacy.

A

t the beginning of my
senior project, I was hoping to make a real difference
in the lives of the people who
I was serving: the two-month
to ten-year-old population
of children who spend days
at Crisis Nursery North. I
walked in unsure of my role
at the house, nervous that the
kids might hate me, but was
mostly excited to be in a new
environment.
The first moments of my
project were some of the most
uncomfortable moments of my
life. As soon as I checked in with
my site supervisor, a tall woman
named Ellen, she told me to go
rock a three month old baby
in my arms to put him back to
sleep. I hesitantly walked over
to the cradle, and slowly lifted
the baby up as if he were a live
grenade. And so I spent my
first hours of project sitting in a
rocking chair, holding a stranger’s baby, watching toddlers
chaotically running around the
playroom.
This was just one of the

many strange situations I encountered at the nursery, a
place where struggling parents
send their children to stay for
three to five days while they
sort through their personal
struggles. With different kids
coming and going every day, I
found myself constantly introducing myself to new faces and
playing different games, though
the most popular toy throughout my time there was a Little
People Kitchen, where some
kids cooked me “lunch” nearly
every day.
One of those kids was
James, a two-year-old who
waddled around the Nursery
with a dazed smile and a general
unawareness of his surroundings. When James first arrived
with his older brother, I was
sitting down, building a Lego
tower with some of the other
kids, and he walked over to a
bookshelf and then to me with
a Skippy Jon Jones picture book,
parking himself on my lap, flipping through the colorful pages
nonsensically. When he was finished with that book, he rolled
off my lap to stand up. He put
the book away and brought another book right back. He went
back and forth for over an hour,
eventually attracting a line of

Volume 83 Platform

A

s the student-run newspaper of St. Louis University High School, the Prep
News is a weekly publication that strives to inform
the SLUH community about
events and people, with
its focus on those pertaining to the school, primarily
through the written word.
The Prep News is neither
the voice of the administration nor the students. Rather, the newspaper serves to
gather and distribute information for the entire school.
The Prep News editors and
staff members make every
effort to be objective in their
news coverage and editing.
The members of the
editorial staff are co-workers
and share equally the duties

of writing, copy-editing, layout, and staff management.
All of the editors share responsibility and leadership
of the paper. The editors are
supported by a core staff of
regular reporters as well as
artists and photographers.
It is the role of the editors to seek out and facilitate
the reporting of all significant news at SLUH. While
any faculty member or student is welcome to submit
suggestions to the editors for
potential articles, the Prep
News is never obligated to
publish any article idea.
Our primary emphasis
as editors of the Prep News
is upon clear and accurate
writing and careful editing.
We also attempt to include

toddlers that piled on my legs
and back to look at books.
A few days later,
James saw me heading to the
door to go home for the day, and
he trudged over to stop me. He
grabbed on my leg and would
not let go. I picked him up,
looked him in the eye and whispered, “(James), it’s time for Joe
to go home now” in my newly
perfected baby-talk voice. He
looked at me and smiled back,
blissfully oblivious as always.
I placed him back down,
and after a few minutes of humoring him, I held up my fist
and said, “(James)! I’ve got a
fruit snack!” I pretended to
toss it into the play room, and
he went lumbering after it as
I slipped out the door. He was
gone the next morning.
James was like most of the
kids that I encountered at my
project. The majority of the kids
did not care that I was a stranger. They did not care that I was
a six-foot-tall white boy from
West County. They did not care
about what made us different.
When they saw me sitting on
the floor, I was just another kid
to them, ready to play, build and
talk.
Children are in a beautiful
stage of life where they are able

to smile, laugh, and play every
day, unaware of the differences
between them. As children, we
are able to see every human as
a human, but over time, as we
grow up and are exposed to the
world, we put up walls that divide people into different races
and social classes. The indestructible and universal joy of
childhood that the kids at the
Crisis Nursery constantly exemplified tore down my walls and
filled me with an appreciation
for what it means to be human.
I had walked into my project hoping to be somebody that
would stick in the minds of the
kids who I was serving, somebody who they would remember long after I had left. But
when I looked into James’ eyes
as he smiled at me, I knew that
the moment I left, he would forget all about me.
I realized that I would
have little to no impact on the
lives of the children that I had
spent a month laughing, playing, and growing with, but they
will most definitely have a lasting impact on my life. I think
that is the point of Senior Project: to be moved by the lives of
others, whether or not they will
remember our names.

visual expression—photography, drawing, technical
aids, etc.—in every issue and
on our web site. Despite our
desire to make the paper visually appealing, we commit
ourselves not to allow form
to supersede substance.
The editorial staff will
use social media to communicate with the paper’s
readership and to update
students about SLUH events
and highlight the paper’s
content. The editors will not
allow their goal of speed and
accessibility online to weaken their commitment to accuracy and depth.
The Prep News strongly
encourages underclassman
involvement, and our office
on the second floor of the Jesuit Wing, room J220, is always open for involvement,
criticism, praise, or sugges-

tions. Contributed student
opinions are also welcome
under the Prep News Editorial Policy. Without student
reaction and feedback, the
Prep News could not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will correct any
significant error in the following issue and on our web
site as soon as possible.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole responsibility for the text of news and
sports articles, features, and
editorials. We ask faculty or
students who take issue with
the manner in which the
news was reported or find an
error to bring it to the attention of the editors, not the
individual reporters.
This is the platform of
the editors of Volume 83 of
the Prep News.
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STARS takes field trip to hear
author
of The Hate U Give speak
Johno Jackson

BY
CORE STAFF

S

tudents and teachers
from the Student-Teacher Alliance for Racial Studies (STARS) club attended a
conference held at McKendree University in Lebanon,
IL. last Thursday, January 24
to hear Angie Thomas, The
New York Times bestselling
author of The Hate U Give,
speak.
Theology teacher and
STARS moderator Robert
Garavaglia was first approached about the potential opportunity for club
members to hear Thomas
speak over a year ago by
Rev. Tim Harrison, University Chaplain and Director of Church Relations
at McKendree University.
Harrison is the husband of
Danielle Harrison, a former
St. Louis U. High theology
teacher and STARS founder
who now works at Visitation Academy as Director of Mission Integration.
McKendree University organized the event, and SLUH
was one of the schools that
helped fund it.

Before Thomas spoke,
the teachers and students
were split up for small group
discussions.
“Mr. and Mrs. Harrison
led seminars on how mostly
white faculty members can
be advocates for racial justice,” said Garavaglia.
Students from McKendree led the other students
in discussions also focused
on racial justice.
After the discussions,
students and faculty reconvened for lunch, followed by
Thomas’s talk.
Thomas’s young adult
novel The Hate U Give debuted at the top of the New
York Times Young Adult
best-seller list and held the
top spot for nearly a year.
The book follows a 16-yearold African American girl
navigating the effects of
police brutality on herself
and her community. Since
its 2017 publication, it has
been made into a major motion picture.
Using humor and wit,
Thomas spoke about her
life and childhood and how
it relates to the book. Many

of the characters in the book
are based off of people she
knew in real life. She also
talked about the importance
of representation in media,
the influence of hip-hop on
her life, and her upbringing
in Jackson, Miss.
“I think the favorite moment for me in the
speech was noticing how
much she loved and appreciated where she came from
and how proud she was to
be there,” said math teacher Dan Schuler. “She just
fiercely knew who she was,
was proud of who she was,
and was not afraid to be who
she was.”
The talk was described
by attendees as relatable,
funny, and down to earth.
The 31-year-old author kept
the audience captivated
while speaking about serious topics, without taking
herself too seriously.
“It wasn’t just a typical
boring book talk,” said junior Irfaun Karim. “People
were really actively listening... she could easily talk
to us and she made things
funny.”

PN Puzzle

Chess rebounds from loss with
decisive win over Crossroads
BY Kevin Stein and
Ben Gremaud

REPORTERS		

T

he St. Louis U. High
chess team bounced
back from last week’s loss
this Wednesday with a
much-needed road victory
against Crossroads College
Prep with a commanding
24-6 score. SLUH’s varsity
team was coached by Rich
“Chesswein” Esswein, led by
senior John Marx on board
one supported by juniors
Thomas Reilly, Garrett Seal,
and Ben Gremaud on boards
two, four, and five respectively, and freshman Robert
Mize on Board three.
Marx, the cornerstone
of the club, walked into
his game calm and collected with a confidence that
would not be shaken. Marx
won quickly. His opponent
resigned in only 23 moves.
“I opened very aggressively; it was overall not a
difficult game to win, since
I did not believe that my opponent was on my skill level,
but it was a difficult game to
calculate,” said Marx.
Three-year
veteran
Thomas Reilly went into
Crossroads with a high confidence level, and his sights
set on a win.
“Going into the game I
expected to be better than
my opponent, and when I
realized that I was, I forced
the game into an endgame
and closed position, leading
to a win,” said Reilly.
Freshman Robert Mize
looked to secure a key

art | Harrison Petty

board three victory for the
club in his match. Midway
through the game, the position looked to be a draw, but
Mize was forced to trade a
rook that was key to his defense, leading to a close loss.
Junior Garrett Seal,
representing board four
for SLUH, played his way
to a quick win. Seal, using
Petrov’s defense for the black
pieces, forced some mistakes
from his opponent that created a material advantage
and a winning position.
Junior Ben Gremaud
played on board five for
SLUH. Gremaud played the
Queen’s Gambit, and while
he sacrificed two pawns early, Gremaud was able to turn
the tables and snatch material to create a large endgame
lead and a clean victory.
“This was a great victory for our team—a decisive win against a strong
program. We have improved

markedly over the last two
months as a result of daily
practice by so many of our
guys, and we’re seeing the
results. It was also great to
see how well our freshmen
playing at the JV level did.
We have tremendous depth,”
said Esswein.
SLUH’s success this year
has not just been limited to
the varsity level. Marx, with
the help of Esswein, has been
committed to improving the
entirety of the club from the
varsity level all the way to
the casual players, through
daily puzzles, endgame and
opening practice, and use of
chess.com games. This emphasis the club’s depth has
been evident in the outcome
on the JV boards so far this
year, and especially in the
match Wednesday. All three
of the JV boards were played
by freshmen and two of the
three came out with victories.

Flag Box
Need a place to retire an old flag? Senior
Thom Molen’s American flag retirement
drop box, which he made to complete
his Eagle Scout project, is now located
across from Dr. Kesterson’s office. Troop
335 will properly handle the retirement
of flags that are dropped in the box.
Congratulations Thom!

Answers can be found on the Prep News website.

Across

crossword | Brad Pike and Jimmy Stanley

Super Sluggers, King ___.
27. What you get to prevent
1. Beef Jerky brand that Jim- illness
my likes (not Slim Jim)
28. Allium ampeloprasum
4. Name of newly acquired
basketball player of the Dallas Mavericks from Latvia
1. Teachers want to see these
6. Another name for a base- on all SLUH students faces
ball hat; NO ___!
in class!
9. Things that live on Earth 2. Chicken, Steak, Chorizo,
13. Lmho, ttyl, xoxo, gtg, Beef, Pork, Bacon, Pepperobtw, lol
ni, Salami, Pastrami, Corned
15. You are beautiful, despite Beef, NOT spam
your ____________.
3. Mufasa’s brother
17. St. Louis when the Rams 5. Green, round vegetables
left, or you when your girl- that nobody really likes.
friend dumps you.
7. πr^2
23.
ABCDEFGHIJKLM- 8. Yellow cab that drives you
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ
places
26. The best pitcher in Mario 12. Wanna ask me some-

Down

thing? Go to ____.fm.
13. What do cows say when
they sneeze?
14. What do you say after
you roast someone?
16. This dude never lied.
Like ever.
18. The hides of young animals
19. Shaquille O’____.
20. Test for colleges that juniors and seniors take
21. Estimated Time of Arrival
22. Food in between meals
23. “Dancing Queen” Band
24. The air outside right now
can be described as this.
25. The bottom of the ear

photo | Thom Molen
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Varied outcomes for Mock Trial in
first round of comptition
BY Carter Fortman
Rybak started
REPORTER			
by outlining the

T

he St. Louis U. High
Mock Trial team competed in the first round of
preliminaries for the High
School Mock Trial competition last week. The two
teams garnered mixed results, with Team White winning three out of three ballots and Team Blue winning
just one ballot out of three.
The Mock Trial competition features schools from
around the country trying
fake yet realistic cases in
real courtroom settings in
front of real legal professionals. The LegalBills come
into the season after a stunning yet close loss in the
regional round of last year’s
competition.
This year’s case centers
around accused murderer
Jean Sertra and whether he
loaded the gun that would
eventually be used as a
prop to kill Jean Batiste.
The prosecution brought in
three witnesses to try and
convince the jury to side
with them—method actor
Simone Buvwar, convict
Max Fleischer, and a sleazy
lawyer, Tommie Hagen. The
defense brought Jean Sertra,
the accused murderer, Jake
Brown, an insurance representative who discovers
a Ponzi scheme that points
the finger at another person
outside of the trial, and Reggie Electra, a podcast maker
who goes undercover to get
a story but ends up finding
much more.
Experienced
sophomore lawyer Carter Fortman led Team White, which
is often considered the less
experienced team. Fortman
worked closely with freshmen lawyers Jack Rybak and
Peter James to put together
a solid defense for Jean Sertra; The witnesses for the
trial included senior Christian Marzo, who played the
accused murderer, junior
Jake L’Hommedieu, who
played Jake Brown; and
freshman Eli Dernlan, who
played Reggie Electra.

the trial
themes
of the case and giving the
jury a captivating introduction to their argument in
his opening. Then, after all
the witnesses had testified,
Fortman gave a closing argument as a final plea for
justice on behalf of Sertra.
Ultimately, the team was
successful, winning every
judge’s ballot against the opposing team, Cor Jesu.
“A day before the trial I
was pretty nervous. A week
before I really didn’t think
we were prepared,” said
Dernlan. “We kinda pulled
it together the day before
the trial.”
Despite late preparations, the team kept its composure during the trial.
“I think we made good
objections during the trial.
We could’ve made more
but I think objections were
our strong suit,” said Dernlan. “We really threw off
Cor Jesu, who was a pretty
scripted team. We weren’t
as scripted and were able to
think more on our feet,” said
Dernlan. “I think that’s the
main reason we won.”
“I saw the white team in
the practice round the day
before the trial. They were
pretty strong. They had a
good theory of the case, and
apparently performed well
on Tuesday,” said Assistant
US Attorney Donald Boyce,
’90, one of the team’s legal
advisors.
“I’m definitely confident for the next round.”
said Dernlan. “I keep hearing that we are going to
get overconfident and then
screw it up, but I feel a lot
more confident for this next
trial.”
Team Blue, often considered the more experienced team, was led by senior lawyers Nick Prainito
and Josh Kempker-Thetford. Rob McManus and
sophomore Charlie Albus
rounded out the team.
Their witnesses included
seasoned senior James Tillman playing Max Fleischer,
sophomore Nathan Malawey playing Tommie Ha-

gen, and sophomore Jimmy
Morefield playing Simone
Buvwar. The team played
the prosecution this round,
meaning they had to prove
the case on behalf of the
state of Missouri. Charlie
Albus opened for the team,
while senior Nick Prainito
finished the case with a
powerful case summary and
plea to the jury.
“I felt overall it went
pretty well,” said Malawey.
“I was a little disappointed
with the result, but I think
I see now where we can
improve upon our performance and have a strong
round two.”
Boyce also had some
praise for the team despite
the disappointing scores.
“I saw some well-prepared witnesses who were
very compelling, some good
lawyers, and a smart presentation, ultimately a good job
by the crew,” said Boyce.
“I think they (Team
Blue) are in a good spot.
They laid a good foundation
and are in a good spot to
advance,” said Boyce. “If the
group puts in the effort I am
confident they will succeed.
SLUH does a great job with
finding the small important
details, but they can often
lose the big picture of the
case,” said Boyce.
“I feel like we have
potential. Maybe some untapped potential, but we
definitely have potential,”
said Malawey. “I think if we
can get everyone to put in
the work we can make it to
state level and maybe even
national level.”
However disappointing
the ballot results may be,
the first tier of criteria to
move on in the competition
has to do with the winner
of the trial. That is determined by the ballot of the
presiding judge of the trial.
Both teams won that ballot,
meaning they are currently
in the top half of teams.
“I’m very confident
that we’ll have a great round
two,” said Malawey. “We
have a lot of good lawyers,
good witnesses and overall
two good teams.”

5

Mothers’ Club Cookie Sale

February 7 and 8
$0.50 apiece
Activity Period and Lunch

art | Stephen Ocampo

SLUH tweet of the
week: SLUH Hockey
CHALLENGE CUP SEEDS:
1. SLUH
2. CBC
3. De Smet
4. Vianney
5. Kirkwood
6. Marquette
7. Chaminade
8. Priory
9. Oakville
10. Edwardsville
11. Ladue
12. MICDS

@SLUHHockey
Top Seed Again!!!!
Jr. Bills earn the top seed for the third consecutive season in the Challenge Cup Championship!
Playoff games could start as early as this Thursday 1/31/19. Details TBA later this week.
#AMDG
#7thMan
#BestFansInAmerica
#RoadToTheCup

Artist of the Fortnight:
Logan Florida

A watercolor painting by Florida used as a Christmas card by SLUH.

Junior Logan Florida is a multidisciplinary artist making his mark on St. Louis U. High. He’s most comfortable with watercolor, but has ventured into acrylics,
digital graphics, and illustration in an effort to try as
many artistic mediums possible. He founded Art Club
to share art with the SLUH community. “There’s something about expressing human emotion that I’m drawn
to,” said Florida. “I find solace in that.”
art | Emmanual Akpan
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Amnesty day among responses to recent incidents
(continued from page 1)

closed to student use during
the school day. Some have
dubbed the bathrooms the
‘JUUL lounge’ because their
relatively isolated location
makes illicit activity easy.
The Schulte Theater will
also be more closely monitored by faculty and staff.
“I think the student
body as a whole was just
kind of shocked that it happened here at SLUH,” said
junior Micah See. “We think
this is a fairly safe place and
that that stuff wouldn’t happen but that it happened
here and everyone was
shocked.”
“I guess some people
were worried that they
would be caught next,” said
junior James Galli. “People
were a lot more cautious.”
“Some students were
kind of freaking out, but
mainly people were just
making memes out of it,”
said freshman Luke Pierson. “But every now and
then, especially in more private scenarios, people were
freaking out.”
The
administration
wants students to recognize they are not looking to
punish students, but to help
them.
“We are in no way trying to be punitive in this.

Sometimes you have to be,”
said Schulte. “We want to
help those who need help.
We want to move forward. If
we can do anything we can
do to help we want to do it.”
One way the administration hopes to help students is through amnesty
day, which is taking place
today. Students have the
chance to deposit any drug
paraphernalia they may
have into a drop-deposit
safe and will not be punished for anything they may
deposit in the safe. One goal
of the day is to provide students an opportunity to take
initiative.
The dropbox is located
in the elevator alcove at
the top of the stairs leading
from the Si Commons to the
main floor. Students will be
allowed to take the elevator for discretion. Neither
the safe nor the alcove it is
located in will be recorded
by security cameras, ensuring privacy for anyone who
chooses to drop off items.
The dropbox will remain
there until Friday after
school.
In an email sent to parents and students explaining the day, Kesterson encouraged students to, “take
this opportunity to be countercultural and relieve this

dangerous burden.” In his
email, Kesterson said students “could drop off vape
devices, products, accessories, oils, pods, or any other
tobacco or drug paraphernalia and any other devices.”
“There’s no punishment associated with it,”
said Schulte. “We need to
give you guys an opportunity to unburden yourself
for anything you might have
that you no longer want or
need.”
There may be other amnesty days in the future, but
the administration is unsure. If future days do take
place counselors will also
be available throughout the
day to provide a face-to-face
component for students to
utilize.
Another practical step
the administration may take
is drug testing. Although no
definitive steps have been
taken thus far, the administration has been meeting
with other schools and researching various drug testing methods.
“We haven’t made a decision on that. It’s an ongoing discussion point,” said
Principal Ian Gibbons S.J.
However, Kesterson did
say that students who tested
positive would not necessarily be punished. The first

positive test would result in
a meeting with a counselor
and possibly with administration to discuss various
resources for getting help
and future drug tests. No
punishment would result
from a student testing positive once. But if a student
continuously tests positive,
he will be subject to punishment. The goal, according
to Schulte, is not to punish
but to help students.
If a student comes to
the administration seeking
help, both Kesterson and
Schulte emphasized that he
will not be punished. The
first steps administration
would take would be to dispose of the student’s device,
assess the student’s habit
or addiction, and have him
meet with his counselor to
discuss practical strategies
to avoid hazardous situations. Any other action,
such as outside treatment
or therapy, cannot be done
without parental permission.
Several students noted
that coming to the administration seemed unappealing
because of the chance their
parents may discover their
habit or addiction.
“What we’ve seen a
lot is when guys try to do
things on their own and

without that support, that’s
when things can get really
difficult to navigate,” said
Kesterson. “We’re not saying
this because we’re trying to
add more difficulty to your
lives, we think it’s the right
thing to do. Having that
family and parental support
is really important.”
The
administration
also hopes to keep parents
involved in the conversation about drug usage,
specifically JUULing and
vaping, at SLUH through
four memorandums in the
parent newsletters sent by
Gibbons. Gibbons says that
parents will receive information about what exactly
vaping is, why SLUH is taking the stance it is taking,
how families can help their
sons, and several common
misunderstandings about
vaping. Students will be addressed through class specific presentations focused
on education of the issue.
Throughout the course
of the year, the administration has already worked
hard to educate students
on the life-long effects of
JUULing and vaping. Such
education began with class
meetings over the summer
and continued in various
presentations,
including
one by BJC.

Gibbons hopes students
understand the importance
of being educated on this
topic.
“Education is a big part
of this. We want to get students to understand the
challenges (and) dangers
of these devices and realize that they’re not in this
alone,” said Gibbons. One
goal is “to break those sort
of myths and also to get our
young men to consciously
make the decision not to
get engaged in something
that is going to have lifelong
consequences for them.”
The future looks hopeful for SLUH. With many
resources and a strong drive
to help and not hurt, the administration believes steps
can be taken to make SLUH
a safer and more drug free
campus.
“I think right now this
is a runaway train that is
just really, really difficult
to manage for so many reasons,” said Kesterson. “Do
I think we can (rid SLUH
of it)? I don’t even know if
the answer really matters,
because we’re going to try.
We wouldn’t be trying if we
didn’t think it would make a
difference and help people
out.”

Sisyphus goes on sale with 8o pages of a variety of masterpieces
(continued from page 1)

would get published in the
80 page issue.
“We were really struck
by the cornucopia of poems we received this time,”
said co-moderator Richard
Moran. “They’re really notable for their richness of
language, and some of them
remain a little mysterious to
me still.”
Moran also noted how,
more so than any previous
issue, many of the poems
that were submitted had a
“backward-looking” historical context. One of the notable history-based poems
is senior Padraic Riordan’s
poem “Ray, Iran,” which

tells a story about a group
of people being attacked by
barbarians and then turning
on one another.
“He uses the story in
the poem as a metaphor for
what we in our country are
doing to each other,” said
Moran. “It is a pretty brilliant piece of work.”
Fitting with the historical theme, “The Draft,”
a poem by junior Andrew
Normington, and a piece of
prose by junior Noah Scott,
“J.F.K.,” both describe the
patriotism of members of
the armed forces and how
those troops’ lives were affected by war.
Senior Joe Mantych

wrote several pieces of
prose and poetry that will
be published in the Winter
issue, but the piece of prose,
“Tomatoes,” was especially
praised by the Sisyphus literary team.
“It is a dialogue of
thoughts between two people about the same event,
and it’s really cool to see the
relationship though they
don’t even communicate
with each other,” said junior
literary editor Peter Michalski. “It is two totally different perspectives, and it’s really interesting.”
There are typically a lot
of prose submissions from
the senior elective Read-

ing and Writing Fiction,
but this year the class is a
spring elective. The prose
gap was filled by a bunch of
submissions from the junior
Ancestral Essay assignment.
One notable piece from the
Ancestral Essay submissions is “Life in a Dreary
Time,” by junior Brian Jakubik. The story takes place
on September 11, 2001 in
Manhattan and is about
his parents’ 12-hour search
for a hospital where they
would give birth to Jakubik
hours after the attack on the
World Trade Center.
A central feature of
each Sisyphus is also artwork. The art of this issue

Photo in Sisyphus.

Photo in Sisyphus.

also has many themes that
make it visually engaging.
Some of the most striking
works included are watercolor pieces by juniors Jackson DuCharme and Logan
Florida. The two watercolor
artists contributed a variety of pieces ranging from
cityscapes to Coke bottles to
give the center color pages
and the inside covers a connected look.
“If I had a favorite, it
might be the streetscape
with the golden tree (by Logan Florida),” said Moran.
“We saw the photograph
on which it was based, and
it was such a transformation that he does. I love the
photo | Sulli Wallisch
beauty that he finds.”

photo | Daniel Gatewood

The art highlights different mediums, such as
photography, sketches, and
3D-rendered art.
The colored centerfold
of the magazine is a four
part photo of the SLUH
campus taken from the Prep
News office. The collage
shows how the look of the
campus changes over the
course of a year in the different seasons. The photos
were taken by the Prep News
83 editors and are visually
striking.
The Winter ’19 edition of Sisyphus will be sold
for 25 cents before the late
start and during lunch on
Wednesday.
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SLUH to feature film, prayer services, and bulletins for Black History Month
(continued from page 1)

at SLUH, and will feature
some of the school’s trailblazers and achievements,
while also showcasing the
struggles of black athletes
at SLUH over the past 70
years.
Some of those specific
figures and trailblazer’s include Dallas Parks, ’66, who
was the first black varsity
basketball player, and Benjamin Davis, the first black
football player, who was
mentioned in last summer’s
all school reading book Bull
in the Ring. Kovarik chose
these figures for his presentation by going through
yearbooks and choosing
athletes that “jumped out of
the pages.”
“It was really fun for
me to do all of the research
for the history presentation that we gave, and it was
really fascinating to page
through 70 years worth
of yearbooks and pick out
these people who stood out
from the pages, and then to
research more about them,”
said Kovarik. “For instance,
I first learned about Dallas
Parks from the yearbooks,

but then I called him up
and had about a 45-minute
conversation with him, and
it was intriguing to learn
more about his story and to
find out how much playing
for the basketball team had
meant to him during his
time here and throughout
his whole life.”
The assembly will not
only showcase previous
African American athletes
who took part in mainstream sports, but will try
to touch upon the “firsts”
and “standouts” from all of
the sports at SLUH. Former Athletic Director Dick
Wehner, who was one of the
first to be shown the slide
show presentation, praised
the idea of showcasing all of
the available sports that had
African American athletes.
“I really liked Mr.
Kovarik’s presentation, because it doesn’t just touch
upon the sports that get
a lot of attention, such as
football, basketball, soccer,
and baseball. He talks about
African Americans involved
in track, water polo, swimming, golf, and tennis, and
sports such as those, which I

thought was a nice touch to
that program,” said Wehner.
“Not only does he capture
that these guys were prominent athletes, but he also
captures some of the struggles they had coming to and
being apart of SLUH.”
After the presentation
on African American athletics at SLUH, Daniel Heard,
’04, will speak. Heard ran
track and played football
during his time at SLUH,
became the first African
American student to receive
a Ph.D in statistics at Duke
University, and is now in
charge of data analysis at
USAA.
Heard will talk about
his own experience of being an athlete as a SLUH
student, and will reflect
on some of the challenges
and complications that
come with being an African
American athlete. Wehner
praised the idea of having a
SLUH alum talk about the
struggles he faced while attending the school.
“I think it’s very important that we have a young
man of African American
heritage, who comes back

and talks about his experiences to the student body
and says, ‘I lived this, and I
wanna tell you what I lived.’
I think that’s invaluable,”
said Wehner.
Basketball Coach Erwin Claggett mentioned
how important athletics and
black history can be to the
SLUH community, and why
the struggles and achievements of African American
alumni should be acknowledged.
“I think that sports and
academics are a big part of
our school’s culture, and
those individuals that were
able to participate, especially in the past having to
deal with some of the racial
instances that they endured,
having to be one of the few
Africans American kids not
only on their teams but in
the school, it shows the sacrifice and the commitment
that they made to SLUH,
and I think it should definitely be celebrated,” said
Claggett.
Kovarik was pleased
with how his presentation
turned out, and appreciated
being able to learn so much

about the previous athletes
of SLUH.
“It was eye-opening to
come to a deeper understanding of what playing
sports at SLUH means for
people, and how it plays
into the overall formational
program of our school, and
really to see the impressive
African American alumni
of this school. Almost every person that I researched
and learned about eventually went on to do some
very impressive stuff in
their careers. Some of these
athletes became judges,
lawyers, dentists, and doctors, so it was really neat
to learn about the depth of
our school’s history in that
way,” said Kovarik. “I think
it will be a great celebration
for the school, and I think
people will be entertained,
amazed, and proud of all
the great athletes of the African American community
that have been a part of our
school for the past 70 years.”
Besides the all-school
assembly today, the month
of February will feature
several other events to acknowledge and celebrate

black history. Like last year,
Kovarik will also team up
with the Film Club to host
a screening of a movie relevant to the month of black
history. Towards the end of
the month, Kovarik and the
SLUH Film Club will host
a showing of Spike Lee’s
BlacKkKlansman, and will
be followed by a discussion.
“We are planning to
show the film because it fits
the occasions of a film club
showing and a black history
month event at SLUH,” said
Schmidt. “It sends a powerful message about racism in
today’s society.”
Besides the Film Club
screening, other smaller
events will be held throughout the month. Some of the
chapel morning prayer services will be tied in to Black
History Month, which is
planned out by a subcommittee of the Equity and Inclusion committee. Another
subcommittee of that group
will also showcase black history on the bulletin boards
outside campus ministry.

getting into the music and
the emotions, and she exhibited that in her playing.”
The musicians learned
from each other. The community within the State Orchestra and Jazz Band challenged each other to dive
deeper into the music and
to work together to balance
and blend.
For Van Bree, the state
orchestra created an environment that taught him to
focus more on the details of
his own playing.
“My ability to play in
tune has drastically gotten
better as there were so many
string players, and they
have to be in tune,” said Van
Bree. “Because there were
so many string players, it
forced us to pay attention to
their tuning.”
The State Orchestra
and Jazz Band each had
difficult pieces to perform
with complex rhythms and
articulation to challenge
the high schoolers, but were
also unique pieces that were
as exciting to play as they
were to hear.
“It was an incredible
performance on Saturday.”
said Van Bree. We played
America, the Beautiful,
which was one of the most
beautiful
arrangements
that I ever heard, (Downey
Overture) a Latin American
piece, which was composed
for one of our director’s
private bands, and finally,
Mahler’s 2nd symphony, 1st
movement.”
“I thought it was awesome. Mahler is one of my
favorite pieces,” said Pottinger, who was at the concert. “The Downey Overture was too, very fantastic,
an original composition,
written for one of the con-

ductors. The Jazz Band was
very sensational. It was very
different for some the musicians, as it was very artistic,
emotional, and power[ful],
which is something that you
don’t get usually from a jazz
band.”
The state jazz band and
orchestra also created bonds
between the musicians, not
just in their performances,
but also in the activities outside of rehearsing.
“Everyone had their
own group in the group.”
said Van Bree. “I had a
group of friends from Kansas City, three viola players
and a violinist. We did this
really cool thing where we
went into one of the elevators and played live elevator
music.”
One moment, in particular, is highlighted in Van
Bree’s mind—the Mahler
piece.
“About halfway through
it, we played so loud that
the earthquake and the
fire alarm systems were vibrated, setting off the fire
alarms,” said Van Bree. “It
was really scary. We had
seven minutes of the song
left, and we had rehearsed it
so much that everybody was
freaking out. The look9s) on
everybody’s faces were like,
‘No, this cannot be happening.’ Still, it ended up
stopping, so everything was
good.”
Both Hartung and Van
Bree have expressed the
desire to improve on their
instruments and can not
wait until next year for the
chance to be part of the state
level group again. They also
recommend and encourage
others to practice and try
out next year.

Musicians catch fire at State; alarms go off
(continued from page 1)

Thursday, and Friday of last
week, they each performed
on Saturday during the Missouri Music Educators conference, stunning all with

their musical talents.
The State Orchestra
and Jazz Band are both ensembles made up of the top
musicians in the state. Musicians compete at the dis-

Junior Bryce Van Bree with Jeff Pottinger.

trict level, and then must
complete at the state audition. If selected, the groups
then rehearse and perform
during a week in January to
conclude the Missouri Mu-

sic Educators conference.
The finalists are all
highly skilled at their instruments.
“We sounded very
similar to the Saint Louis
Symphony, just with how
we played with similar tone
and togetherness,” said Van
Bree. “The state level of music is really high.”
The high school students practiced for eight
hours a day, and were encouraged to use their free
time to attend clinics and
workshops, learn more
about their instruments, or
engage in more individual
practice. With the busy
schedule, sleep become an
obstacle to overcome.
“The sleep was awful.
We got six hours of sleep
each night,” said Van Bree.
“Still, the music was so enticing that it was hard to
stay tired.”
This year’s conductors
for Orchestra were Sharon
Lavery, a music professor
at the University of Southern California, and for jazz
band, Darcy James Argue,
the bandleader of the Secret
Society Jazz Band.
“(Argue) is an artist.
He is truly a professional,”
said SLUH band teacher Jeff
Pottinger. “Imagine an artist painting on a pallet with
a bunch of high school students. He is very collective.
He would say , ‘do this’, and
‘do this’, and ‘do this’, and
when they did it, it would
sound wonderful.”
“(Lavery) is so incredibly passionate about music.
The way she worked with us,
she had patience, but (was)
very strict,” said Van Bree.
“The way she conducted
was different then anything
photo | courtesy of Mr. Jeff Pottinger
that I experienced. She was
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Schlanger’s speech gives advice for finding joy in
work; 550 attendees watched
(continued from page 2)

pics in which he received
a call in the middle of the
night from his boss, asking
him to call an event because
the scheduled broadcaster
was a no show. He hurried
out of his hotel room, only to
arrive in the booth minutes
before the contest started.
In his talk, Schlanger
stressed the importance of
pursuing a particular field
that interests you, not just
following the money.
“You have to pursue
something that you’re passionate, about something
you really believe in,” said

Schlanger.
“Broadcasting
was something that I always
found I connected with.
Schlanger mentioned
the long-lasting relationships fostered in high
schools. SLUH’s sense of
community has allowed him
to build relationships with Jr.
Bills throughout his career,
even ones he hardly interacted with during his time in
high school.
“SLU High was about
relationships and he very
much focused in on the relationships that he made
here, but he also focused on
the fact that his success and

About 550 attended the Father-Son Banquet this past Sunday.

his career was about making relationships,” said Carruthers.
Schlanger spoke about
the growth of a relationship
between a father and a son.
He mentioned high school
as the period in which the
relationship turns into a
“man to man” relationship.
“You’re more important
to your father than you’ll
ever realize. The relationship
with your father changes
when you get to high school.
It starts to evolve and become something different,”
said Schlanger.
He ended his talk by

giving advice to the students.
“You never know what’s
going to happen. There’s
going to be opportunities,
there’s going to be curveballs, and there’s going to
be bumps in the road,” said
Schlanger. “You can’t guarantee success, or that you’re
going to get to go where you
want to go, but just put yourself in the best position to
succeed.”
According to Director
of Annual Giving John Penilla, the banquet reeled in
about 550 attendees.
Junior Ben Thomas appreciated Schlanger’s talk
and the opportunity he had
to bond with his father during a busy time.
“I thought the FatherSon Banquet was a great opportunity to step out of the
chaos of our lives and just
be present with our fathers,”
said Thomas. “It was really
special being able to worship
in the House of God with
our dads and hear Steve Schlanger’s wisdom and insight
of how he had a successful
life through hard work and
perseverance.”
With the 2019 FatherSon Banquet in the books,
the Fathers’ Club and Advancement Office are looking
ahead to the 2020 edition. A
few potential speakers have
been discussed, but they will
not settle on a speaker until
photo | courtesy of @sluhjrbills fall at the earliest.
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Massive crowds,
inspirational talks
highlight March for Life
(continued from page 2)

maybe 500,000. Although
there was a sea of people as
far as the eye could see, Steingruby explained that he
never once felt crowded.
“The crowd wasn’t like
that at a sporting event, but
everyone there was courteous, kind, and were all there
for the same reason” he said.
Even though the march
only lasted around three
hours, he noted that it
seemed to go quickly.
Junior Ben Kennebeck
described the crowds as
being much bigger than he
expected. “Everywhere you
looked, people were holding
up signs and chanting. It
was just a crazy scene” said
Kennebeck.
After the march, those
from SLUH went to a reception at a hall on Capitol Hill with other St. Louisans. Later that night, the
group grabbed a bite to eat
at Union Station and went
back to the hotel for the
night.
When asked about his
favorite part of the trip, junior Joe Callahan described
an event that occurred after
the march had taken place.
The night after the march,
Men for Life club moderator David Callon had called
everyone into the hotel
basement at 9:45 p.m. for an
examen and a reflection on
the day’s events.
“I was able to hear
about what other people
found most interesting and
powerful at the march. Most
of the time, I missed out on
these events or quotes since
I could not possibly see every sign or everything,” said
Callahan.
On
Saturday,
the

group went to the campus
of Georgetown University
to hear a series of talks
by those who both influenced and were motivated
by the topic. The Cardinal
O’Connor Conference was
headed by Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan, who gave a
talk to everyone attending.
Next, students and faculty
had the opportunity to attend three breakout sessions, where they were
given the chance to hear the
views and experiences of
many influential and powerful speakers.
On Sunday before the
flight home, the group
took a break from all of
the talks and explored the
city. Some saw Arlington
Cemetery and the changing of the guard ceremony
the day they got there, but
never really had the chance
to explore all of the famous
buildings and monuments
that D.C has to offer. The
group got to see many sites,
such as the Vietnam War
Memorial, the exact place
on the Lincoln Memorial
where Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. gave his famous,
“I Have A Dream” speech,
the Washington Monument,
and the White House.
When asked about what
he will remember most
about the trip, Steingruby
noted that he will remember
the brotherhood.
“I liked the camaraderie between both the students and faculty that went
and getting to know the
students outside of class.
Every one of these factors
contributed to an overall
positive experience,” said
Steingruby.

photo | Matthew Thibodeau

Senior Chris Staley doin’ it to ‘em at the March for Life.
The first time the Hockey team clinched the number one seed in the playoffs in 2017.

Basketball drops 3 out Hockey secures first seed; finishes Rifle Team
of 4; continues rough regular season 17-2-1
enters final
Blake Obert,
patch
put up a fight of their own put away his second of the stretch of
Julian Jensen
with some strong offensive night. The final score was
opportunities. Each effort, 4-0 and the Jr. Bills looked season; sets
ust as winter has reached though, was put down one to be in great shape.
Jture,its playoff
low point in tempera- after another with more
“You know it was a big sights on
hockey has fall- precise defensive play from game, and if you ain’t first,
en upon the SLUH commu- the Jr. Bills defense. Soon af- you’re last,” said Simoncic. State
nity, and the varsity hockey ter, the Jr. Bills scored once “So we had to get it done,
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

Junior DeMarcus Bond.

Jimmy Stanley,
Luke Altier
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S

t. Louis U. High basketball continued their
rough patch as they dropped
three out of four games in the
easiest part of their schedule.
They beat Hazelwood East
but lost three in a row— Cahokia, Vianney, and Webster
Groves. The team’s three
main
flaws—turnovers,
fouls, and rebounds—began
to show. But it is not all negative. The young guns have
stepped up and given hope
to the future of the basketball program.
“We are getting better, and the younger kids
are finding their footing
and progressing,” said head
coach Erwin Claggett. “In all
phases of the game there has
been improvement. It is noticeable, but we need to get
better.”
In the first game of their
four-game stint, on Jan. 21,
the Jr. Bills faced Hazelwood East in the Martin Luther King Classic at SLUH.
The first half was a struggle
for the team, and they only
managed to put 12 points on
the board.
However, a spark lit in
the SLUH locker room at
halftime. Sophomore Freddie Cooper came out and
destroyed Hazelwood East
for the entirety of the third
quarter, showing his ability
to shoot the 3-ball and even
slamming a few home. He
scored 19 points in the third
quarter alone to give the Jr.
Bills the push they needed to
secure a 52-46 victory, and
finished with a total of 24
points.
While the team struggled with foul trouble again
(17 total), they focused on
their defense. A better Jr.
Bills basketball team showed
up to the Hazelwood East
game than their 3-13 record
suggests.
SLUH could not keep its
momentum going after the

photo | John Hilker

big win against Hazelwood
East, losing to Cahokia 5647. The first quarter was a
close battle with both teams
dropping points, but Cahokia pulled ahead, 15-12.
The second quarter was a
defensive contest, and only
11 total points were scored
between both teams. In the
third quarter, the Jr. Bills
kept themselves within a 5
point deficit with the fresh
talent of freshman Luke
Johnston and sophomore
Freddie Cooper. The Bills
pushed forward in the fourth
quarter with great efforts
from seniors Trip Dolan and
Nick Lang as they rallied
their young team to keep
fighting and to try and take
the win. Unfortunately, Cahokia scored 20 points in the
fourth quarter and held onto
the lead.
Although the Jr. Bills
lost, they shot 8 of 9 from
the free throw line (88 percent) and managed to contain their impulsive fouling
tendencies, getting called for
just five in the first half.
Leading up to the next
game,
against
Vianney,
sophomore Luke Ratterman
and freshman Kevin Hogan
were both called up to varsity in an attempt to give the
team a flicker of life.
SLUH matched up
against a Vianney team in
what turned out to be an
evenly-matched game. After
a tough loss to Cahokia, the
Jr. Bills knew they had to focus on defense and strength.
The first quarter looked
optimistic for the Jr. Billikens after they took an 12-8
lead. SLUH held their lead
through the second quarter,
25-24.
At the start of the second half, Vianney paved
their way through the third
quarter on the fast break,
taking advantage of SLUH’s
turnovers, and taking their
first lead of the game, 4339. Vianney kept pushing in

team’s regular season has
come to a close. The Jr. Bills
are sharp as ever, and exceptional play through the
regular season has resulted
in them earning the number one seed for the third
year in a row entering the
playoffs. SLUH ended the
season this week after a final four game stretch where
they beat Chaminade, Ladue, and Francis Howell but
fell to De Smet in an understaffed home loss.
The Jr. Bills started
the last stretch of the season facing off against the
Red Devils of Chaminade
at Queeny Ice Rink. SLUH
came out hot with some
quick offense. Junior Patrick
Simoncic scored to give the
Jr. Bills the lead early and set
the tone for the rest of the
game. The puck remained
on the Jr. Bills’ side of the
ice for a majority of the time
after the first goal, and any
chance Chaminade had of
scoring was shut down by
solid defensive play. The
period was quiet on the
scoreboard until junior Jack
Hazelton sent a slapper past
the keeper for another Jr.
Bill goal, securing the 2-0
lead going into the second.
SLUH did not face
much adversity until the
middle of the second period
as the Red Devils began to

again off of a deflection
while on a power play to
make the score 3-0, putting
what seemed to be the finishing blow on Chaminade.
In the the third period,
SLUH continued to keep
Chaminade at bay and had
the game all but wrapped
up. The team aimed to play
more defensively, and did
not score again until the last
two minutes, as Simoncic

and that’s what we did.”
The following game was
against Francis Howell. The
SLUH hockey team knew
they needed to finish strong
to get the top spot in the
playoffs, so they got off to a
solid start with a goal with
5:10 left in the first period
coming from Simoncic. The
Jr. Bills’ defense was equally
as good, holding Francis

continued on page 11

Hockey celebrating a goal against
Francis Howell.
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Racquetball masters technique in
shutout versus Lindbergh
BY Kyle McEnery and
Peter LaBarge
REPORTERS

A

s the month of January
comes to an end and
the State tournament draws
closer every week, both the
varsity and JV 1 Racquetbills continued to dominate
the courts of Vetta Concord
last Tuesday against Lindbergh; both won total shutouts.
Matt Hayes started off
the varsity matches by beating Thomas Kelly, 15-2,
15-0. He dominated with
amazing serves and ball
placement.
The No. 2 seed match
was played by Joe Miner
subbing in for Ryan Lieser,
who currently has an arm
injury. Miner, coming up
from Varsity 2, seized his
time to shine by winning
15-11 and 15-7 against
Lindbergh’s Will Theodore.
Junior Andrew Portercontinued on page 10 field had a tricky game in

the No. 3 seed match against
Nathan Ellmo, a lefty who
makes serving and hitting
to the backhand much more
difficult. However, Porterfield won his match with
outstanding play, 15-3, 15-6.
“I had to change my
game to focus on his backhand,” said Porterfield. “I
started hitting drive serves
down the forehand side
that aced him quite a few
times. I added a few serves
to throw him off every once
in a while.”
In the No. 4 seed match,
Lindbergh’s Viktor Sime
failed to show up to Vetta
Concord, leaving junior
Nick Schulze with a victory
by forfeit.
Ryan Juergens came out
successful in his No. 5 seed
match against Lindbergh’s
Corey Dieringer, winning
15-8, 15-5. The game started
off with Juergens playing a
little slow, with rallies going
back and forth between the

two players, but the match
quickly picked up the pace
as Juergens focused.
“I think my serves
started out slow, but as I
focused more on them, I
began to get them in more
consistently, which made
the game go much quicker,”
said Juergens. “I think my
passes overall had better
angles than before, and that
helped carry me to victory.”
Junior Tommy Phillips
also had a match with quick
progression similar to Juergens in the No. 6 seed match
against Lindbergh’s Herman
Lueking. With precise shots,
Phillips was able to quickly
dominate the court making
the rallies shorter as the two
matches progressed. Phillips ended up winning 15-5
his first match and quickly
shut out his opponent with
outstanding serves in the
second match, winning 150.

continued on page 11

BY Nick
STAFF

T

Prainito

he St. Louis U. High rifle team is entering the
final stretch of the season,
with the State Championship at the end of February.
The group has faced struggles over the past few weeks;
however, with a core group
of veteran seniors leading
the way, the issues are hopefully in the past.
On Jan. 24, a select
group met in Georgia for the
U.S. Army Junior Championships. But even for SLUH’s
best shooters, the match
proved to be a difficult one.
Struggles with the standing
position led to scores which
were lower than expected.
“In terms of the standing position, a little rough
this past weekend but practice scores are high so hopefully we’re going to be on
the rebound,” said senior
Hayden Steingruby.
On Jan. 19, all levels
of the rifle program met
at SLUH’s range to participate in the annual Civilian
Marksmanship
Program
(CMP) Championship. Here,
however, the prone position was the main source of
SLUH’s problems, and led to
a significant reduction in total points for the team.
“The team dropped 14
points as a whole in prone,”
said Steingruby.
Those points made a
difference too, as SLUH’s
varsity fell 2274-2270 to
Ozark, a four-point gap. The
leading scorers for the Jr.
Bills were Steingruby, who
placed fourth in the precision division with a 572, and
Doyle, who placed fifth with
the same score. Sophomore
Nick Storer placed eighth
with a 558.
With the Missouri 3-Position State Championship
coming up on Feb. 23, Steingruby mentioned that the
team has shifted its focus
more towards practicing all
three rifle positions—standing, prone, and kneeling—
rather than specializing on
one for a period of time.
“Improvement on the
prone position, probably going to drill kneeling a little
more,” said Steingruby when
asked what the team will be
doing to improve.
Up next for SLUH is
the NRA 3-Position Air Sectional on Feb. 2, and then the
Montgomery Bell Academy
match coming a week later at
SLUH.
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Wrestling strength tested in tournaments, trimeets; Conroy shines in Vianney tourney win

Senior Zack Bievenue with a pin at the Vianney tri-meet.
BY Chris Staley and
Leo Wagner

SPORTS EDITOR, REPORTER

F

acing their toughest
stretch of the season,
the SLUH wrestlers looked
to head into districts on a
high note. Competing in the
MICDS Tournament on Friday and Saturday, a tri-meet
versus Lindbergh and Vianney on Tuesday, the Fort
Zumwalt South Tournament
on the following Saturday,
and a final tri-meet against
Orchard Farm and Festus
on Tuesday, the varsity team
had plenty of opportunities
to showcase its skill. Many
wrestlers were successful,
making high finishes.
“Now is the time to
make gains. We have lots
of good competition coming up, and we need to
capitalize on this and find
that end of the year energy
to fight hard in these last
three weeks of the season,”
said head varsity coach Rob
Nahlik.
Coming off an impressive performance at the
MCC Tournament, the varsity was excited to get back
on the mats at their biggest
tournament of the year, the
annual Eric Lewis tournament hosted by MICDS.

Freshman Cayden Owens.

With nearly 25 teams participating, the Jr. Bills were
ready to face their best competition yet.
“It’s a tough tournament. We need to bring
our ‘A’ game, because I can
guarantee that we will be
wrestling district opponents
tonight,” said Nahlik before
the tournament.
The tournament was
arranged in a double elimination bracket format.
Some wrestlers competed in
brackets as large as 20.
Sophomore
Bobby
Conroy and junior Kevin
Flack placed highest, fourth
in their respective weight
classes. They were followed
by senior captain John Murphy, who earned fifth place
by winning 7-2 in his final
match. Sophomore Lenny
Madalon placed seventh,
pinning his final opponent
in the second period, and
senior captain Jake Pineda
grinded an eighth place finish.
“It was a great and
very long tournament with
tough competition similar
to the district tournament,”
said Pineda, who kept his
eye out for potential district
matches.
Although Pineda had

photo | courtesy of @SLUHwrestling

hoped for a higher finish, he
knew what he had to work
on by the end of the tournament.
“I need to stay focused
and to treat every match like
it is my last, because just
one bad match could have
an effect on how I do in the
next match,” said Pineda.
“This is my last season and
I want to finish strong.”
The Jr. Bills arrived at
Vianney on Tuesday afternoon, skipping the usual
bus ride due to the day off
school. They faced Lindbergh first in the tri-meet,
the tougher of the two opponents.
Although they benefitted from a couple of early
byes, SLUH ultimately fell
to Lindbergh. Conroy was
able to captivate the crowd,
coming within seconds of
pinning one of the most
highly ranked wrestlers in
the state. Conroy would ultimately come first in the
tournament.
With wins from sophomores Leo Wagner, Joey
Fallon, and seniors Zack
Bievenue, Pineda and Murphy, and several byes, SLUH
was able to triumph and
remain undefeated against
Vianney this season.
Bievenue, who was
forced to compete all three
periods, was exhausted by
the end of the match.
“It was a good, challenging match for me. It
really made me realize how
much I need to work on my
top game. I’ve always struggled with it, and it certainly
showed on the mat against
Vianney. I had opportunities to pin the guy multiple
times and if I was better on
top, I could have pinned
him,” said Bievenue following his win.
The wrestlers, satisfied
with their Tuesday night
performance, practiced the
next three days in order to
prepare the varsity for the
Fort Zumwalt East tournament and the junior varsity
for the MCC tournament,
both scheduled for Saturday. With several impressive teams joining the Fort
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott Zumwalt tournament, the

coaches reemphasized the
need to take advantage of
the opportunity to compete
with good wrestlers.
Bievenue and Wagner
both claimed sixth place
finishes. Sophomore Will
Coovert finished fourth,
impressing the coaches in
his first varsity tournament.
Pineda earned a high finish,
as he won a grueling third
place match 5-2 over Pacific. Murphy led the way, finishing second out of eight
other wrestlers.
Unfortunately, Conroy
had to forfeit the tournament due to a concussion
he received late in the day.
Although the team does
not yet know when Conroy
is expected to return, they
hope it is in time for District Tournament. Conroy,
who is ranked second in his
district and seventh in the
state, believes he will be able
to be in good enough shape
to wrestle, and still looks
forward to the opportunity
of wrestling at districts.
Concluding their week
of competition, the SLUH
wrestlers traveled to St.
Charles County on Tuesday
to face off against Orchard
Farms and Festus. Having
faced neither team this season, the wrestlers looked
forward to new competition.
SLUH faced Festus
first. Wins from Wagner
and Pineda proved to be
not enough, as SLUH fell to
Festus.
The team was ready to
compete hard and rebound
from their prior loss against
Orchard Farms.
Despite
several upperclassman wins
and byes, and an impressive
win from freshman Jake
Marison, SLUH was unable
to come out victorious as
they lost to Orchard Farms
by one point, 35-34.
“The tri was another
good chance to get good
matches in this season, especially for some of the underclassmen. A few of them
had a hard time, but they’re
constantly learning from
the mistakes. One wrestler
in particular, Marison, had
an outstanding and hardfought match against Orchard Farm’s 195 pound opponent and pinned him for
the win. It was a fun match
to watch,” said Bievenue.
The SLUH wrestling
teams will return to the mat
Saturday, as the varsity will
compete in the Seckman
tournament while the junior varsity will be participating in the Parkway South
tournament. With a week
left before districts, the
team hopes to implement
what they have worked on
during the last two weeks,
while also keeping their
eyes set on the teams goal
for the season, making it to
the state tournament.

Despite individual
hustle, basketball
falls to Vianney,
Webster
(continued from page 9)

the fourth quarter, winning
a close game against the Jr.
Bills with a score of 57-51.
The Jr. Bills showed improvement on defense, but
are going to need to address
their free throw problem
and their tendency to turn
the ball over. SLUH went 16
for 34 from the line (47 percent) against Vianney.
While turnovers and
misses from the line haunted the Bills for the entirety
of the game, some positive
things appeared through
the individual players’ performance and their hustle
throughout the game. Cooper showcased another premium performance with
24 points, leading the team
offensively, while senior
Christian Wallace-Hughes
was dominant on the boards
and showed hustle and fire
for the Jr. Bills.
“We needed to keep
people off of the free throw
line and focus on the things
that we can control things,”
said Claggett. “Finding a
way to finish the ball was
huge.”
Following
Vianney,
the Jr. Billikens took on the
Webster Groves Statesmen
Tuesday at home in a matchup that has proven to be a
fierce rivalry. In the last face
off against highly-respected
coach Jay Blossom, SLUH
was unable to capitalize on
the Statesmen’s inability to
finish at the free throw line.
Out of the gate, Webster
dominated the first quarter,
holding SLUH to a minuscule 7 points while scoring
20. SLUH sent Webster to
the free-throw line six times
in the first quarter alone,
and Webster capitalized
when given the opportunity.
SLUH was determined
to lock down the paint on

Freshman Luke Johnston (20).

defense against the Statesmen in the second quarter and did so successfully.
Webster was held to only 11
points that quarter, forcing
their offense to push threepoint shots.
At halftime, SLUH’s
main focus was defense.
They held Webster’s high
velocity offense to 7 points
in the third quarter and
gave themselves a chance in
the fourth. SLUH got right
to work in the fourth, with
Freddie Cooper splashing
two three-pointers back to
back to get the team going.
Ratterman made his varsity
debut and showed incredible
mid-range ability, sinking
shot after shot for 8 points
and shooting 100 percent
from the field.
“When he put me in
the game, I was confused
and a little nervous,” Ratterman said. “I knew I had
to go in and do my job and
hustle and as I did, the game
slowed down and came to
me. I focused on the little
things.”
While the Jr. Bills gave
their best effort, they were
unable to pull out the win.
They let up 16 points in the
fourth quarter, which gave
Webster enough to close the
game out. The final score
was 54-45 in favor of the
men in orange.
“As a team, we are going to keep playing for each
other,” said junior Eric Tice.
“We are going to keep working, and we aren’t going to
quit just because of our record.”
SLUH will have a rematch against Vianney tonight at home. They will
look for their much needed
revenge and fourth win of
the season.
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SLUH beats Chaminade, Francis
Howell, Ladue; falls to De Smet
(continued from page 9)

Howell to no goals in the
opening period.
In the second period,
the Jr. Bills didn’t hold back,
unleashing an onslaught of
shots on goal. Despite the
high intensity offense, they
were unable to find the net
until, with 1:35 left in the
period, Simoncic scored his
second goal of the game. By
the end of the second period, the Jr. Bills had 27 shots
on goal.
SLUH didn’t let up in
the final period. Simoncic
scored his third goal of the
game, securing his hat trick
with 14:30 left. This was followed by another goal, coming from senior Henry Wagner with 11:19 left in the
period. The Jr. Bills’ offense
wasn’t the only dominant
part of their game. Senior
goalie Dylan Bak had an
equally dominant game with
a shutout of Francis Howell.
The game ended 4-0, with
the Jr. Bills getting closer to
the top spot of the playoffs.
The next game in
SLUH’s quest for the top
spot was against Ladue. The
Jr. Bills’ dominance from
the previous game carried
over into this one with their
offense coming out hot with
two goals in the first—the
first came from junior Jack
Hazelton with 8:01 left. The
second goal was a combined
effort with Wagner passing
the puck from behind the
net to fellow senior Gabe
Schwartz, who put it in the
net with 5:42 left in the first.
The defense also had a solid
first period, not allowing a
goal from Ladue, continuing the trend begun in their
previous game.
In the second period,
the Jr. Bills took over the
game. It started off a couple
minutes into the second
when Wagner scored on a
deflection Hazelton’s shot

barely missed from the top.
This was followed by sophomore Gus Winter’s first goal
on the varsity team with
9:51 to play. The onslaught
continued with two goals
coming within 40 seconds
of each other, both scored
by Wagner, giving him a hat
trick in the game. However,
Ladue managed to score as
well in the period, making
the score 6-1 and ending the
defense’s four-game shutout
streak.
The Jr. Bills refused to
step off the gas in the third,
having another big period
to finish the game. It started
early in the period with junior Tyler Lindhorst scoring
with 11:14. Keeping the momentum up, Winter scored
his second goal of the night
and of his varsity career
with 7:00 left to give the Jr.
Bills a 8-1 lead. The Bills
weren’t satisfied, piling onto
their score with a goal from
junior Bob Lockwood during a power play that would
ultimately end the game 9-1.
The game ended with
the Bills having another
dominating performance on
both offense and defense.
The Bills had 42 shots on
goal while Ladue had an
abysmal 10.
The Jr. Bills’ final game
of the season took place
against MCC rival De Smet,
and SLUH entered the game
heavily undermanned, missing key seniors and most
starters. The game started
with lots of back and forth
play—the puck moving up
and down the ice frequently.
The Jr. Bills offense did not
seem to be at full force, and
neither was the defense, as
De Smet scored with eight
minutes left in the first.
SLUH did not let the rough
start get to them though, as
they returned with a goal
of their own from Schwartz
three minutes later, making

Sophomore Gus Heithaus facing off against Francis Howell.

the score 1-1, which would
remain the same until the
end of the first.
“Well we didn’t have a
lot of players so that was a
big factor,” said senior Nathan Pawlow. “We kept up
the intensity but we just
didn’t get a lot of shots on
goal and that was our downfall.”
SLUH troubles did not
end as they entered the second. They found it quite difficult to put the puck away,
despite multiple power play
opportunities, and couldn’t
stop De Smet’s offense as
the Spartans scored two
more times before the second period’s conclusion. As
the game progressed into
the third, SLUH’s efforts
were too little and too late
as De Smet held their lead,
only allowing SLUH to score
within the last two minutes.
The game’s final score ended 3-2.
“Right now we are correcting the drastic mistakes
we made in our last game,”
said head coach Jack Behan. “We need to get back to
playing SLUH hockey. We
will do well (in the playoffs)
if we do.”
SLUH finished the season 17-2-1 and secured the
number one seed going into
the postseason. Their first
game of the postseason is
tonight against MCC rival Vianney, and they will
face Kirkwood Monday and
MICDS Thursday for the
rest of the round robin period of the playoffs.
“First seed is quite an
accomplishment for us,”
said Behan. “I am very
proud of (them). To play
half the season without our
captain, Henry Wagner, and
still win top seed is impressive and shows the determination of the group.”
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Racquetball defeats high seeds,
sharpens play as State approaches

art | Jackson DuCharme

(continued from page 9)

“Everything was working really well,” said Phillips. “Serves, passes, just
every shot was working
throughout and kept progressively getting better as
the match went.”
With Zach Pavlisin still
in Guatemala at the time
of the match, he and Liam
John were unable to play
the doubles match against
Owen Green and Edwin
Miller. The match will be
rescheduled. Now that Pavlisin has returned from his
service trip this past weekend, he will be able to make
up his missed matches.
SLUH’s JV 1 team, led
by coach Stephen “CeilingBall Stephen” Deves, was
able to shut out Lindbergh’s
team as well.
Johnathan
“Prich”
Prichard played the No. 1

seed match against Alex Buchholz. Prichard was able to
use his extreme defensive
play and control the court,
winning 15-5, 15-4.
Kyle McEnery played
the No. 2 seed match against
Alec Weatherby and won
15-4, 15-12. With a strong
comeback from Weatherby, McEnery was able to
use smart shots to power
through the match.
Next up was lefty Kyle
Zoellner, who prevailed
over Jack Kaiser to win 15-5
in both matches. Zoellner
used tricky serves, and continued to hit smart shots
throughout his match.
Sophomore
Danny
Juergens played his match
against Aidan O’Brien, winning 15-7, 15-3. Juergens
had on point serves that
racked up several points for
him.

“My serves were really
good throughout my match,
and I want to keep my serve
consistency up,” said Juergens. “One thing I could
work on is my overall shot
placement, about whether to
do a ceiling ball, down the
line, or cross-court. Overall, I think I played a slightly
above average game.”
Doubles team Eric
“Hamfam” Hammel and
Jackson Haupt dominated
its doubles match against
Samuel Jackson and Alex
Szczesiul with only about
three rallies total. With absolutely beautiful serves, the
team was able to get ace after ace, winning 15-0, 15-1.
“It was good,” said
Hammel on the topic of his
serves.
The team’s next match
is next Tuesday.

Underclassman Briefs
B Team Hockey (3-1-2)
1/27- John Burroughs
SLUH
2 1 1 F: 4
John Burroughs 1 0 1 F: 2
Goals: Max Sextro (1), Alex
Grucza (1), Sam Fix (1),
Ben Winkleman (1)

1/28- Oakville
SLUH
17 18
F: 35
Oakville 18 14
F: 32
Chris Brooks (8 pts, 14 rebs,
6 assts)
C
Team
Basketball Mikey Floretta (11 pts, 4 stl)
(White) (12-8-0)
1/21- St. Dominic
C Team Basketball (Blue)
JV Hockey (10-2-4)
SLUH
29 6
F: 35 (6-14-0)
1/27- Fox JV
St. Dominic 29 7
F: 37 1/17- Fort Zumwalt South
Fox JV 1 0 0
F: 1
Chris Brooks (9 pts, 8 rebs, SLUH
23 16 F: 39
SLUH 0 1 1
F:2
7 assts)
Fort Zumwalt 17 19 F: 36
Goals: Carson Massie (1),
Owen Rittenhouse (12 pts,
Preston Johnson (1)
1/21- Borgia
1 rebs, 1 asst)
SLUH
31 23
F: 54
1/28-Desmet
Borgia 13 20
F: 33 1/22- Cahokia
SLUH
011
F: 2
Nick Fischer (13 pts, 8 rebs, SLUH
29 26
F: 55
De Smet 0 0 1
F: 1
4 assts)
Cahokia 23 21
F: 44
Goals: Preston Johnson (1), Tommy Etling (7 pts, 4 Owen Rittenhouse (17 pts,
Tyler Lindhorst (1)
rebs)
4 rebs, 3 assts)
Mikey Floretta (7 pts, 4 Gus Tettamble (12 pts, 3
JV Basketball (9-5-0)
rebs)
rebs, 8 assts)
1/17- Fort Zumwalt West
Joe Weiss (7 pts, 4 rebs)
SLUH
1/29- Webster Groves
Fort Zumwalt
1/25- Vianney
SLUH
29 12
F: 41
SLUH 24 22 (OT:0) F: 46 Webster 11 26
F: 37
1/22-Cahokia
Vianney 27 19 (OT: 6) F: 52 Kevin Hogan (14 pts, 10
SLUH
Chris Brooks (15 pts, 8 rebs, 2 assts)
Cahokia
rebs, 7 assts)
Mikey Floretta (11 pts)
1/25- Vianney
—compiled by Jared ThornSLUH
00
F: 42
berry
Vianney 0 0
F: 36
photo | Jonel Olar

1/29-Webster Groves
SLUH
00
F: 41
Webster 0 0
F: 28

12

:P

Prep News

February 1, 2019
AMDG

Volume 83, Issue 18

Calendar

Around the Hallways
Senior Service Recap
On Wednesday, the
school welcomed the seniors
back from their month of
service. The assembly began
with a slideshow done by
Ben Blittschau mapping out
where all the seniors went
and the people that they encountered. The slideshow
was followed by a reflection
by Campus Minister Brian
Gilmore, who focused his
speech the importance of
individual moments. Afterwards, each of the seniors
retold their stories in small
groups, recalling the impact
their service had on them.

Friday, February 1

Mass Schedule
Arrupe Leaders Summit
Lunch Special—Chicken Wraps
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
3:30PM JV2-1 Racquetball vs. SLUH JV2-2
4:30PM C Basketball (Blue) vs. Vianney
6:00PM B Basketball vs. Vianney
7:30PM V Basketball vs. Vianney

gathered in the Currigan
room to hear a presentation
with the theme: “God’s Call,
We Respond.” Fr. Hoesing
was the speaker and presented on God’s invitation and
the how humanity responds.

Faculty Meetings
While students were off
school last Tuesday, the faculty and staff were at a meeting. The day began with a
three hour presentation on
assessment by EdPlus, a professional development organization. In the afternoon,
teachers listened to a presentation on harassment in
the workplace. The meeting
AMDG Meeting
ended with an update from
Last Thursday, parents Dean of Students Brock Kes-

Saturday, February 2
terson and Director of Secu- that exists in the world and
rity Dan Schulte.
in our school. Houlihan
cited many temptations in
Sophomore Class Mass
the students’ lives, and chalLast Friday, sopho- lenged the sophomore class
mores had their third class to be strong and not to bow
Mass. The mass was themed to the temptation.
around healing. The Rev.
Ralph Houlihan S.J., presid- —compiled by Noah Aped and centered his homily prill-Sokol
around the culture of death

Senior Project Reflection Discussions

Arrupe Leaders Summit
C/JV Wrestling @ Parkway South Tournament
V Wrestling @ Seckman Wrestling Tournament
7:00PM V Basketball vs Ft. Zumwalt South

Sunday, February 3
Arrupe Leaders Summit

Monday, February 4

Regular Schedule

Pre-tenure Spring Seminar
AP
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
Lunch Special—Chick-Fil-A
Vegetarian—Mac & Cheese
8:00PM V Hockey vs Kirkwood @ Queeny Park

Tuesday, February 5

Regular Schedule
Pre-tenure Spring Seminar
ACES Harmony Prayer Service
AP
1818 AP Registration
AP English Boot Camp
Snack—Mini taco
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
3:30PM V1 Racquetball vs Parkway
JV1-2 Racquetball vs Vianney
5:30PM B Basketball vs East St. Louis

Wednesday, February 6

Late Start
Department Meetings
Tech Week Musical
Lunch Special—Spicy Chicken Sandwich
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
3:30PM JV1-2 Racquetball vs Lindbergh
4:30PM B Basketball @ Hazelwood West
C White Basketball @ Hazelwood West
6:00PM V Basketball @ Hazelwood West
Liam Horgan talks about his Senior Project.

photo | Ben Andrews

Dominic Loftis recalls his Senior Project experience.
photo | Matthew Leight

Thursday, February 7

Regular Schedule
Tech Week Musical
M/C Senior Mom Cookie Sale
American Mathematics Competition
AP
Freshman Scheduling Meeting
Snack—Bosco Stick
Lunch Special—Papa John’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Pasta
3:30PM JV1-1 Racquetball vs Chaminade
JV2-2 Racquetball vs Chaminade
V2 Racquetball vs Chaminade
9:00PM V Hockey vs MICDS @ Affton

Friday, February 8

Regular Schedule

Tech Week Musical
M/C Senior Mom Cookie Sale
Wrestling District Tournament
AP
Junior Class Mass
Snack—Texas Sweet Pretzel
Lunch Special—Toasted Ravioli
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
5:00PM B Basketball @ CBC
7:00PM V Basketball @ CBC
Seniors Garrett Baldes and Jeff Hampton speak to a group of students on Senior Project Return day.
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