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The Dauphin Players venture Into the Woods for Aesthetics Committee seeks
the company’s opening night
to improve look of SLUH
BY Liam John and
Johno Jackson

Hopes to capture past, present, and
future through lens of aesthetics

NEWS EDITOR, CORE STAFF

T

he Dauphin players’
songs and scenes will
transform the Joseph Schulte
Theater into the magical and
heartwarming blend of fairy
tales that is Into the Woods
for opening night tonight.
The cast, crew, and
team of directors have been
rehearsing since January,
and they will be performing nightly through Saturday
night and Sunday afternoon.
Into the Woods intertwines four classic fairy
tales: Cinderella, Jack and
the Beanstalk, Rapunzel, and
Little Red Riding Hood. The
12-minute opening song introduces each of the central
protagonists individually, as
various circumstances bring
them together, drawing them
from the safety of their homes
and Into the Woods.
“Into the Woods is one
of my favorite shows and it
has such a great message and
it tells it in such a different
way that most theater cannot convey. It is a cautionary
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The Cast of Into the Woods on stage.

tale for all ages to take away
about how actions have consequences on those around
you,” said senior Patrick Blanner, who plays Jack.
Jack is sent by his mother
to sell Milky White, his beloved cow. He grieves over the
idea of losing his only friend.
The Baker, a character
developed from Little Red
Riding Hood’s story, is on a
quest with the help of his wife
to break a curse that has left
him childless.
“The
main
thing
throughout the show is the
characters’ desires. (The Baker) wants a child, so I try to
focus on that a lot, about the
potential of being father,” said
senior Sam Guillemette, who
plays the Baker.
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Cinderella finds herself
amidst the trees following her
famed buzzer beater festival
escape. Rapunzel’s tower internment places her above the
action in the canopy. Granny’s
home lures Little Red. The
complexities and chaos of the
story unfold, and with each
turn of the page the whimsical utopia of magic beans and
princes descends into darkness and fear.
The first act tells these
traditional tales mostly as
the audience is familiar with
them. There is interaction
between the characters, high
stakes, but little moral conflict
and no existential crises. That
changes in the second act.
“What I think is beautiful
about the show is that the first

act ends with a happy ending.
You think it should end there,”
said choreographer Simonie
Anzalone. “Then, you get into
the insanity of the second act.
All of these crazy, larger than
life fairy tale things happen,
and it’s hard to see where it’s
going to end, but I think the
final song pulls it all together.”
A show as long and complicated as Into the Woods required talents as close to ideal
as possible. After Mary Poppins and West Side Story, two
shows requiring particularly
strong dance ability, Whitaker and her colleagues saw a
shift in the strengths of their
likely actor pools and felt
ready for a show that depends
heavily on the vocal strength

BY

A

t the start of the second
semester, 15 freshmen
were chosen by director of
Campus Ministry Joseph Hill,
S.J. and the Rev. Paul Sheridan, S.J. to take part in the
initiation process for a highly
selective group known as the
Sodality of Our Lady.
Meeting in the Ignatian
Conference room, the Sodality generally flies under the radar, and most students do not
know of its existence.
“When I got invited, I
had no idea what it was,” said
freshman Jared Thornberry.
The Sodality has been a
staple of Jesuit schools since its
founding in 1563. The group
aims to form students in their
Catholic vocation by placing
them under the special protection of the Virgin Mary and

The Sodality focuses especially
on the love of God and love of
neighbor, and it places a heavy
importance on service. Since
its inception, the Sodality has
grown, and it is now present
in every Jesuit school in the
world, according to Hill. Some
institutions even have a special
chapel dedicated to The Sodality.
This Sodality is a relatively new society at SLUH. Once
a prominent group here, the
Sodality went dormant during
the 1960’s. Now, with the help
of Sheridan and Hill, the Sodality is being revitalized. After about two and a half years,
the group boasts roughly 25
students, including the freshmen candidates.
“Not everyone is invited
to become a Sodalist, only
those who seem apt to follow
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L

ove is in the air and SLUH
is not quarantined from
the Valentine’s Day fever.
Valentine’s Day is a holiday
that is enjoyed by different
people. From couples married
for over thirty years, to high
school sweethearts, to consecrated religious and others
without a single companion
to share the day with, there
are certainly many different
ways to celebrate Cupid’s favorite holiday.
Married couples are
one target for this holiday.
Throughout the stresses of
marriage and family life, it
can be difficult to find time
to appreciate your spouse for
being the one you share your
life with.
continued on page 2
“There was a ten year
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period where we had three
kids under the age of five, and
my wife stayed home with
the kids,” said AP Psychology teacher Tom Kickham,
who has been married for 32
years. “We decided that because money was short, we
wouldn’t do anything for Valentine’s Day.”
Although it can be a
struggle to participate, Valentine’s Day can give married couples a prime chance
to truly show the love they
feel for each other on a larger
scale, through perhaps a gift,
a grand gesture, or even a
night out together.
“I try not to say anything
about how great of a mother
she is, but rather how good
she is for me,” said Kickham.
“We are actually going down
to Little Rock for a country

continued on page 5
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ince last academic year,
an Aesthetic Planning
Committee of eight faculty
and administrators have been
working to make St. Louis U.
High more aware of its aesthetic choices and bring the
story of SLUH to life through
cohesive aesthetics.
Over the building’s 95year history, it has seen an
aesthetic shift from its elaborate neo-English gothic roots,
a style that was popular in
the early 20th century and
features pointed arches and
exposed wood trim. While
some of the neo-English goth-

ic design still peeks through,
much of it has vanished due
to a more utilitarian approach to design, focused on
practicality rather than visual
design, and changing architectural trends ranging from
neo-English gothic to modernism, a mid 20th century
architecture that is defined by
horizontal and vertical lines,
90 degree angles, and the use
of steel and concrete. The result: an eclectic building that
in many places does not tell a
cohesive story of SLUH.
“If you could compare
SLU High (aesthetics) to an
English paper, it would be like

Hockey advances to semifinals
U High, U High, ain’t done yet!
Kirkwood, Kirkwood, you’re
up next! Early playoff struggles
serve as fuel to the fire. Page 6

The stained-glass bay window in the art gallary, an example
of neo-English gothic architecture.
photo | Louis Barnes

Applications, nominations,
fitness tests: Military Academy
application process
BY Matthew
CORE STAFF

Thibodeau

A

s most seniors look forward to four years in
college followed by a career
in the civilian world, a select
group of seniors looks toward
something much different:
admission into a military
academy, followed by years
of service to the country. St.
Louis U. High’s class of 2019
has a group of military school
applicants larger than average, with two students admitted early and much more
time for others to possibly be
admitted.
Students who applied to
military schools began the ap-
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Chinese New Year
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plication process much sooner than most of their peers,
some beginning over a year
ago. The extensive process
features applications unique
to each academy; Congressional, Senatorial, Vice-Presidential or Presidential Nominations—all which require
applications themselves; and
a physical fitness test.
Attempting to distinguish themselves in such
competitive
application
pools, some pointed to leadership as one of the main
ways in which they can stand
out.
“It was important in the

continued on page 3
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Chinese New Year brings celebration, culture
BY Sam Tarter and
Carter Fortman
STAFF, REPORTER

S

t. Louis U. High began its
celebration of the Chinese New Year last Thursday
by holding festivities in the
Si Commons during Activity
Period. These events were all
organized by Chinese teacher
Yude Huang, and were led by
various clubs and students
who wanted to share and celebrate Chinese culture.
This Chinese New Year
ushered in the Year of the Pig,
which is the final animal in
the twelve year Chinese zodiac cycle. According to tradition, those born in the Year of
the Pig are optimistic, enthusiastic, and hard-working.
For Huang, this Year of
the Pig is more significant and
special than others.
“This Chinese New Year
is very interesting for me, because 12 years ago during the
first Pig year, it was the first
year that I came to the United
States, so it’s very meaningful
to me,” said Huang.
The celebration kicked
off with a performance by the
SLUH Lion Dance club. The
Chinese Lion Dance is a traditional Chinese dance in which
a large group of people dress
up in elaborate lion outfits—
two people per outfit—while
dancing along to classical
Chinese music and performing small tricks to welcome
the New Year. Huang decided

Two people dancing during the Chinese Lion Dance.

to start the ceremony with
this dance, not only to commemorate the Chinese New
Year, but also to honor ancient Chinese tradition. The
Lion Dance squad includes
six people who dance in the
lion costumes while three play
percussion.
Junior Tony Romero,
who played the cymbals during the performance, has been
part of Lion Dance since he
was a freshman. While this
year’s practices were quite
different from prior years,
Romero appreciated how
much his teachers pushed the
team.
“Last year, we got together every Friday for a
month with a smaller lion
dance group from Bridgeton,”

said Romero. “This year, Mr.
Huang invited someone from
the Shaolin Temple in China
who we called ‘master.’ We
only met four times before our
performances, and he built us
from the ground up. He really
pushed us to go outside our
comfort zones and push ourselves to the extremes,” said
Romero.
Huang, who came back
from his Senior Project trip
in Taiwan later than expected,
was impressed with how the
club was able to learn so much
in so little time.
“I came back from Taiwan a few days late, so it was a
tight schedule for the students
to practice. They also had to
fit into the instructor’s schedule since he could only teach
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the students once a week for
only about one to two hours.
It was very fun to see the students come from nothing,
and eventually see all of their
efforts and practice pay off,”
said Huang.
The Lion Dance performance was followed by three
more events: a dance performance by the Chinese Classical Dance Club from Washington University, a kung-fu
demonstration by the master
of the Lion Dance Club, and
a Chinese rap song entitled
“The Roar of the Sea,” performed by junior Eric Wu.
“The song is about a typical Chinese thinking style. It
has a feeling that after experiencing all the difficulties,
we take everything easy and

chill,” said Wu.
While the club’s main
performance took place at
SLUH, the Lion Dance Club
was also able to perform as
the opening act for the Chinese New Year Gala at Webster University on Monday
the 11th. The Gala included
other acts such as acrobatics,
Chinese yo-yos, and traditional dances.
“The stakes for this performance were the biggest
ones yet,” said Romero. “It was
really tense because they had
us change our performance.”
Despite being skeptical at
first, many of the performers
enjoyed the experience and
camaraderie.
“At first I thought it was
just an easy extra credit opportunity,” said freshman Nathan Sewell who performed as
a lion dancer. “I was skeptical,
but soon I found that I really
enjoyed it.”
“I don’t know what it is
about the team, but we always
seem to have our best performance when we need it most,”
said Romero.
The Lion Dance Club
will have one final performance on Sunday the 17th
at Wei Hong restaurant. The
club will be accompanied by
other schools’ clubs celebrating Chinese culture, including Cor Jesu Academy, Nerinx Hall, and Saint Joseph’s
Academy.

PN Puzzle
ple do this, all goes well
34. Take your date to this
guy’s ice cream place to conclude the night.
35. Abbreviation for the
NFL Championship game
37. length times width
for a rectangle
39. Your girlfriend’s dinner attire
40. Lip smackin’

Down

Across

1. Starburst, Sour Patch
Kids, and Candy Hearts all
fall into this category.
4. The universal symbol
for love
6. an intense feeling of
deep affection
7. Who found love in a
hopeless place?
9. Some treats are sweet,
others are _____.
10. Ancient greek word
for passionate/romantic love
14. __ Mine
15. You’re gonna need to

11. The right way to eat
these cookies is ANY way.
They are delicious.
12.If you mess up your
date tonight, it could be your
____.
13. Today is _________
Day.
17. What we all lowkey
do not want to be on Valentine’s Day
21. Yesterday was Valentine’s Day ___.
23. The first word of most
fairy tales
25. Sweet treat everyone
can look forward to about
Valentine’s Day!
27.
Slang, shortened
term for video
28. You will ____ the
night if you are not a courteous date.
31. Write one of these
for your mother today. It’s her
day, too.
32. A cruise on the ____
would be a great gift for your
special someone.
36. party ____ to the
wedding reception
38. ___ &T

1. ___ the seeds of love
2. you might get this
treatment when you upset
you significant other
3. Rhymes with the second half of the response to
wedding vows
4. Who are the roosters
looking to impress today?
5. You should ____ your
significant other out tonight
and treat them special.
6. a metal hydroxide traditionally obtained by leaching ashes (google it)
8. how long love lasts in
marriage
9. You’re gonna want to
crossword | Brad Pike, Ben Kleffner, and Chris Staley
____ this moment
ask your mom for the keys to ____.
the mini___ tonight.
23. love is ___ fire
16. If you are going to
24. Are you less than
dinner tonight with your sig- 90°? Cuz you’re an _____
nificant other, you better get angle.
one of these reserved for two!
26. When should you
On Wednesday night, the SLUH
18. technical term for disrespect your date?
smooth-talking the ladies
29. Hard water
chess team beat Metro High School
19. Now and ____
30. How many of you
by a score of 25-5 to clinch a playoff
20. Hopefully the amount aren’t loved today?
spot
for the second consecutive year.
of significant others you have
31. Abbreviation for TV
Check out next week’s article to get a
on Valentine’s Day
station that plays cartoons ;)
22. If someone goes to
32. You better ____ your
rundown of the match!
an expensive dinner with you significant other some flowers
tonight and then never talks today!
to you again, you have been
33. when a married cou-

Chess makes ploffs
AGAIN!

Freshman
initiated
into
Sodality
(continued from page 1)

the commitments,” said Hill.
One of the first items of
business at the initial meeting in early January was to
establish the commitments
that Sodalists are expected
to keep throughout the year:
morning and evening prayers,
weekly meetings, 7:20 Mass
every Wednesday in the chapel, monthly confessions and
service projects, and an annual
retreat during Holy Week.
For some of the candidates, this challenge has been
something that has drawn
them towards the Sodality.
“I like what the Sodality
is,” said Thornberry. “It’s not
just being Catholic and going
to a Catholic high school. It’s
going beyond that.”
The freshmen, who are
preparing to join a group of
approximately 15 upperclassmen, have been meeting on
a weekly basis to learn more
about what the Sodality is and
what it means to be a Sodalist.
“We’ve been reading a
book about the history of the
Sodality,” said freshman Jack
Figge, one of the initiates. “For
me, it’s been about a lot of discipline, getting into a routine.”
The new candidates are
currently in a testing process
to ensure that they are prepared to become a member
of the Sodality. If they keep
up with their commitments
throughout the semester, they
will be able to officially join at
a commitment mass in May.
At the commitment mass, candidates will make a promise to
go above and beyond in their
faith life and to respond more
generously to God’s call, which
is at the heart of the Sodality.
“This is about doing more,
not just the bare minimum,”
said Hill. “Every Catholic has
minimum requirements and
things that they have to do in
order to be Catholic. The Sodality is about taking that next
step and going beyond what is
the minimum.”
For the freshmen, however, taking the next step has
come with a bit of a learning
curve.
“We’re having to transition into getting to school even
earlier and finish our homework before meetings on Friday,” said Thornberry. “It’s just
a new experience to get used
to.”
Still, after just a few
weeks, the initiates have already started to see a change in
their lives because of their new
commitments.
“I think that the Masses
are one of my favorite parts of
my week,” said Figge. “It just
helps me to get off to a peaceful start for the day.”
“I think that (this process) will grow my faith further and even closer to God,”
said Thornberry. “I’m getting
to add to my night prayers
with these morning prayers,
and it’s really helping me to get
closer.”
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Military academy applicants seek service,
Letter to the Editors:
Senior urges reform to fulfillment in college and beyond
(continued from page 1)
of certainty that this is what receive their admission de- nation from McCaskill, but
JUG system
did not pursue the academy.
process to distinguish myself they want to do,” said college cision.
To the Editors:
Before I start this, I would
like to attach a disclaimer: I
have never earned or served
a JUG in my seven, going on
eight semesters at SLUH. This
is not me complaining about
my awful experience of the
JUG system. I would not be
affected by a change to the
JUG system, but I do think
that it needs change.
The JUG system has
come a long way since I
was a freshman, especially
this year. A JUG used to
be fifteen minutes sweeping the stairs, and was not
that much of a punishment.
Now, it is an hour of doing,
well, nothing.
Don’t get me wrong,
the new system is much better than the old system. An
hour is definitely a punishment. I think that we can do
better than doing nothing
for an hour.
Theoretically, every
person serving a JUG is
thinking about what they
did wrong and why it was
wrong. In actuality, they
are probably thinking about
Fortnite, the next test, or
what they would rather be
doing. There is nothing productive that happens when
someone serves a JUG.
Under the old system,
there was something semiproductive happening. The
stairs were swept or the
drinking fountains were
cleaned, and work was being done. With how large
the student body is, there
will undoubtedly be JUGs.
As we saw, there was not
enough work for everyone

to do under the old system,
so the hour long cleaning
turned into fifteen minutes.
Time was better spent under
the old system.
Under the new system,
you sit in a classroom for an
hour. Nothing gets done in
that hour. I walked by the
JUG room every day last
semester, and I saw hundreds of wasted man hours.
I think something should
be done during those man
hours.
Could we turn those
wasted hours into useful
hours? Campus Ministry is
always looking for people to
do service, so could JUGs be
turned into service hours?
The McCormack House is
within walking distance,
for example. I understand
that SLUH might not want
to send out the troublemakers of the school, and some
people would choose the
JUG room over an hour of
service. I simply think that
there should be an option in
some cases to be productive
during a JUG.
Over the past year at
SLUH, there have been a lot
of discussion-sparking pieces and events. While discussions are great, action needs
to be taken. What good is a
discussion if nothing comes
of it? I hope that this piece
will spark discussion and
eventually action.

Benjamin Keil, ’19

SLUH Tweet of the
Week: Ann Wagner
@RepAnnWagner
Congratulations to Dalton Ennis, @sluhjrbills
Senior and future @WestPoint_USMA cadet! I
just gave him the news today that he will be
joining the Class of 2023.

as someone who is both able to
lead and willing to lead,” said
senior AJ Storer, who has applied to West Point Academy
and Air Force Academy. “It’s
tough to strike a balance between making yourself look
good and remaining humble.”
“A lot of the people applying are as qualified as
you if they truly want an
appointment, so really, the
only way to possibly stand
out is to get involved in as
many extra curricular activities and leadership roles
as possible,” said senior Will
McCann, who applied to
the Navy Academy. “They
love anything with the word
‘leader’ in it.”
The academies stress
the importance of leadership
to every applicant, and the
students’ counselors have
taken note as well.
“You are not getting
leadership training in these
academies. They are looking for young men who are
already leaders and developing them further,” said college counselor Elaine Floyd.
Another key piece of
the application process is
getting a nomination from
a congressperson. Students
must apply for nominations
with a separate application
which involves writing multiple essays, and includes
ACT scores, GPA, and extracurricular involvement.
Some students attended
summer programs hosted
by the academies, getting to
know the school better and
allowing the school to better see their interest in the
school. Attendees participate in classes, physicallygrueling drills, and team
building exercises.
“Summer seminar was
something that solidified my
desire to apply to the Naval
Academy,” said McCann. “I
made friends who I still talk
to nearly every day, I was
taught that I can go beyond
what I think my physical
limits are, and overall got a
taste of what going to school
there would be like. I was
already pretty committed to
applying, but my experience
there shattered any reservations I had left.”
Showing their interest
through early actions, the
applicants have found their
desired path much earlier
than most traditional students and stand out amongst
their peers as mature, forward-focused young men.
“It’s the self-starters,
initiators who usually apply
to these academies. I’d say
the prefrontal cortex might
be more developed in those
guys because they have
long-term vision of a military career afterward college,” said college counselor
Kate Kindbom.
By attending a military
academy, a student makes a
commitment to a less common path.
“One thing they have
in common is a high degree

counselor Kevin Crimmins.
“They aren’t going to a traditional college to find themselves and explore. This is a
commitment, not only in the
short-term of four years …
but also in the medium and
long term as they’re required
to serve after they graduate.”
Two SLUH seniors have
been accepted early to military academies.
Senior Anthony Rizzo,
one of two SLUH seniors
already accepted to an academy, was admitted to the
Air Force Academy in September. Both of his parents
served in the military for
an extended period, making
him eligible for a Presidential nomination for the academy; with the great honor of
a Presidential nomination,
Rizzo learned of his acceptance earlier than most applicants.
Rizzo was accepted in
part because of his leadership as an Eagle Scout. He
has chosen to pursue a military career because of his
parents’ example of service
and the opportunity to make
a direct impact.
“To have a reason to
serve with a purpose and
know that you’re directly
serving your country has
inspired me to do this,” said
Rizzo.
Senior Dalton Ennis
has been accepted to West
Point Academy with nominations from Representative
Ann Wagner and Senator
Roy Blunt. Ennis has been
inspired to join the military
by his veteran uncle and
grandfather, as well as books
and stories about military
service.
“I’ve
been
reading
books about military lifestyles since about sixth
grade,” said Ennis. “My first
was about Navy Seals, and
I was like, ‘yo, this is cool.’
So I kept reading more, and
thought it would be a cool
job to have, and it became
more about service as I got
older.”
Looking for young men
and women willing to serve
the country, the academies
accept students who display
a passion for service. Ennis
has shown his dedication to
serving others as a National
Honors Society President,
head of service during his
junior year, a vice president
of the Clavius Project, and
by performing 230 service
hours over three years. Ennis views the military as a
way to continue pursuing
his passion for service.
“The way the military
serves its fellow countrymen is one of the greatest
ways that you can serve and
fulfill one of the Ignatian
missions,” said Ennis. “The
academy will provide me
a way to have a really good
undergraduate
education
combined with that service
aspect.”
Other SLUH seniors
have applied to military
academies, but have yet to

Storer applied to West
Point Academy and the Air
Force Academy. He received
nominations from Wagner,
Blunt and Sen. Claire McCaskill for the Air Force
Academy, but did not receive
nominations for West Point;
he is only waiting for the
Air Force Academy’s admission decision. Storer hopes
to pursue the military path,
inspired by a drive to serve
and his father’s example.
“With my dad being
in law enforcement, serving has been around me all
my life. I decided at some
point that I wanted to serve
in a capacity of my own,”
said Storer. “Most people
don’t have a desire to serve,
and I believe that it is up to
those of us who do possess
that desire to do so. This is
the difference that makes
applicants fit for service. If
you’re physically unfit, they
can fix it. If you’re academically lacking, they can fix it.
If you do not have a deeply
rooted desire to serve, they
can not fix it.”
Senior Mikes Trittler
applied to the Naval Academy with nominations from
McCaskill and Wagner.
“I’ve always held those
who serve our country with
the highest respect, and it’s
hard to describe, but I have
had this burning desire ever
since I was little that has
made me want to serve. I
believe that service in the
military also fits my personality well. I also believe that
is going to be my way of being a man for others while
also having the opportunity
to partake in one of the best
educations in the country.”
Senior Tyler Truong
applied to West Point and
the Naval Academy with
nominations from Clay, McCaskill and Blunt. He is pursuing this career in part to
give back to the country.
“I’ve always kind of
known that I wanted to serve
my country, but I started to
actually take it seriously in
seventh grade when I realized I wanted to go to the
Naval Academy,” said Truong. “This country has given
my family such a great life
that I feel like I have an obligation to give back to it.”
McCann, who has applied to the Naval Academy,
has received nominations
from Rep. Lacy Clay and
Blunt. He is still awaiting the
Academy’s decision.
“I’m excited about hearing back from Navy soon,”
said McCann. “I’ve been
in a kind of limbo state for
months not knowing whether I’ll be going there or not
and I just want to know …
I obviously want to go to
school at Navy, but I don’t
want to be there if I’m not
supposed to be there.”
After attending its summer seminar, senior Peter
Campbell has applied to
the Naval Academy with a
nomination from Clay. He
received a West Point nomi-

From a young age,
Campbell learned the value
of giving back and so began
his passion for service.
“I have been taught
from my parents and grandparents about the importance of giving back, and
have been instilled with a
lot of stories about relatives who have served,” said
Campbell.
He also traces his want
to serve back to an ‘all about
me’ poster he made in kindergarten.
“One of the big questions was ‘what do you want
to be when you grow up?’ I
drew a soldier,” said Campbell. “I did not know exactly
what a soldier was or what
they did except fight bad
guys, but, stemming from
that moment, my interest to
serve started.”
Although uncertain of
their admission, some applicants remain optimistic.
“I am cautiously optimistic about my application
at this point. I believe I am
in a good spot. If the Academies don’t work then I have
back-up plans with ROTC,”
said Storer.
“I am nervous considering I am not sure where I
will be next year, but I am
confident that whatever
happens I will be on the path
I am meant to be and trying
to continually become the
best person I can be,” said
Campbell.
SLUH mother and US
Military Academy ’87 Vicki
Flack graduated with a BS
in Engineering as a Geography major. She has served in
Asia, Eastern Europe and all
across America in different
roles: as a Captain, Company Commander, Major,
Engineer Trainer, Logistics
Officer, and Construction
Engineer.
Flack’s West Point education and twenty years of
service to her country have
molded her into the person
she is today.
“‘Duty, Honor, Country’
is West Point’s motto, and I
live it every day. The place
develops leaders of character for the nation,” said
Flack. “I learned what the
truly important things in life
are and how to see the difference between what’s right
and what’s easy. Integrity
and character are leadership tenants that have made
me a better person, a better
leader, and better wife and
mother, a better manager
and a better co-worker.”
With such wide-reaching experience, Flack has
advice to offer SLUH’s academy-aspiring students.
“Don’t get caught up
in all of the pageantry that
the place offers,” said Flack.
“Instead, focus on what you
want to study and get your
degree in, and focus on how
you’ll be serving your country upon graduation. You
have to want to be there for
yourself, and you have to
want be dedicated to becom-
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of its performers.
“It’s operatic. The dialogue is sung as an opera is,”
said director Kathy Whitaker.
The team of faculty
members involved in the theater productions, including
Whitaker, Anzalone, conductor Addie Akin, technical director Tim Moore, and stage
manager Dan Becvar, had
Into the Woods on their radar
for some time.
“We all have things that
are on our bucket lists. Into the
Woods has been on our bucket
list for years,” said Whitaker.
Akin took on both the
role as chorus director for the
show as well as conductor. She
learned all of the songs on the
piano before rehearsals started, and described Stephen
Sondheim’s music as “some of
the hardest music you’ll encounter in musical theater.”
“I started that when
Spelling Bee was over back in
October. That took me probably a solid month and a half
just to learn the whole show,”
said Akin. “Then, I made rehearsal tracks for the kids. I
recorded myself playing each
song, so they would know

the tempo and could practice
on their own, so that’s how I
started.”
Once rehearsals started,
the first few weeks were music intensive. The music is not
just important because of its
volume but also because it is
how the actors deliver their
lines, show their development, and reveal emotion.
The musical magic on
stage feeds from what Akin’s
conductors wand can do from
beneath it. The orchestra pit
will feature five SLUH students—Andrew Wilson, Alexander Unseth, Daniel Fink,
Bryce van Bree, and Jameson
Horvath—an unusually high
number for shows that are
typically played almost entirely by professionals.
“We just have a lot of really talented SLUH students
right now, so I reached out to
some of the players and asked
if they would be interested
and they totally were,” said
Akin. “That was really exciting—to have five SLUH students playing in the pit.”
Another aspect of the
show that will catch the attention of the audience is the set.
For the past six years, Scott

Schoonover has been the
main set designer, but due to
his departure, Christie Johnson was hired to create the
design.
Johnson’s set design
rises to the challenges of the
show while maintaining an
otherworldly aesthetic true
to its setting. Upon entering the Joseph Schulte theater, patrons are greeted with
looming trees whose breadth
nearly traps the characters in
a domed entanglement of barren branches.
“A lot of the trees don’t
look heavily realistic because
we wanted it to feel like it was
a different place, someplace
we’ve never been,” said theater
tech director Tim Moore.
A closer look at the stage
reveals that the platforms that
dominate the upstage set are
made to look like story books
stacked loosely on one another. Rapunzel’s tower provided
a challenge for the design
team. Its usage is minimal, but
essential. Two vertical books
blend seamlessly into the
background until a window in
one opens transforming them
into a tower with the help of
good lighting.

Fiona Scott and Sam Guillemette during rehearsal last night.

The set provides a landscape that allows for the
great variety of subplots to
take place simultaneously.
The show may be two and a
half hours long, but the set’s
ability to separate and merge
characters when necessary
maintains a quick pace and
avoids constant inter-scene
scenery movement. With over
200 light cues, fog, and leaves
from the overhead catwalks,

the visual atmosphere immerses the audience in the
world of the tales.
“I think what is so cool
about our program is that we
have incredible lighting, incredible sets, incredible dancing. Everything is just incredible and we have these true
professions in different areas
and we put it all together and
what a team effort,” said Akin.
“I have never really
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worked with such a complex,
well put together piece of theater. Everything that is said,
sung, and even the melodies,
all play into the story somehow,” said Guillemette.
Into the Woods opens tonight with a showing at 7:30.
Performances will continue at
the same time on Friday and
Saturday, and then, the Sunday will be a matinee at 2:30.

Aesthetics Committee looks to emphasize Backer’s neo-English Gothic style
(continued from page 1)

and an epic poem all together.
It wouldn’t make any sense at
all,” said art teacher Sean Powers, who heads the Aesthetics
Committee. “It’s saying a lot
of different things, but it’s not
saying anything cohesively
well.”
Powers, Spanish teacher
Kate Toussaint, math teacher
Craig Hinders, English teacher David Callon, art teacher
Sarah Rebholz, librarian
Lynne Casey, Assistant Principal for Mission Jim Linhares,
and Advancement Chief of
Staff Sean Agniel have been
working diligently to capture SLUH’s past, present,
and future through the lens
of aesthetics. However, the
complex, layered architectural
history of the Backer Memorial—neo-English
gothic,
or seen in the J-wing; utilitarianism, or seen in many
classrooms and dropped ceilings; and modernism, or seen
in the Commons and Field
House—makes it difficult to
articulate the building’s original design.
“You’ve got that beautiful building with some of
those beautiful elements (of
neo-English gothic design)
and then you have the main
school building that’s kind of
90s aesthetic and you’ve got
the Commons and the Field
House. It’s kind of this mixture of all,” said Toussaint.
“So what’s that story telling? I
think it’s showing that there’s
been progress and there’s been
expansion for our school and
growth, which is great. But
then on the flip side we maybe weren’t always aware of our
aesthetic choices.”
“From the outside, our
building is beautiful,” said
Casey. “But you walk inside
and you see drop ceilings and
asbestos tile floors and painted wood. Why? Where did we
lose this sense of history and
preservation? I couldn’t think

of anywhere, save the chapel
or maybe the J-wing, that’s
truly beautiful or that really
speaks to the age and majesty
of this building when it was
first built. That’s what I hope
we can recapture.”
First and foremost, the
Aesthetics Committee is a
consulting body for SLUH
President Alan Carruthers
intended to provide input on
the current and future look
of the school building. According to Powers, practical
implications of the committee
include helping choose paint
colors, reimagining spaces
for both students and faculty,
and examining other visual
aspects of the school. The two
murals outside the Innovation
Lab are one result of it.
Although it debuted last
year at the request of thennewly hired Carruthers, an
informal committee, led by
Linhares, had existed for several years prior.
“Now that Imagining 18
has led to Go Forth which has
led to this sort of big building campaign that is going
on, the school is recognizing
that if we’re changing all these
spaces and doing all these
things, it does make sense for
us to start being intentional
about these aesthetics,” said
Linhares. “I’m a believer in
this kind of stuff. Some people
feel like a building is a building and a wall is a wall. For
some people I think it is. But I
think the environment shapes
us and conditions our hearts
and minds much more than
we think.”
As soon as the committee was officially established,
the first order of business was
to create a set of principles
for current and future SLUH
aesthetics. According to Powers, before the committee was
formed, SLUH hadn’t had any
principles to guide aesthetic
choices that were being made.
This led to a disunion among

design elements throughout
the building. One task of the
committee will be to identify
ways to unify the design of the
campus.
The campus aesthetics
will be unified through a focus on four basic principles
they are working to promote
through SLUH’s aesthetic
look: community, mindfulness, sustainability, and timelessness.
The committee will strive
to create and design spaces
that “foster collaboration between students, and faculty
and students,” said Powers,
and build community.
In contrast to community spaces, other areas will
be centered around mindfulness, or “promoting intellect
and spiritual contemplation,”
said Powers. “We want to have
spaces that are peaceful, quiet
and calm so that we can really
dive deep into our imaginations. Deep into our intellects,
deep into our spiritual faith.”
The aesthetics committee looks to continue SLUH’s
sustainability focus through
careful and intentional planning and the reuse and repurpose of old furniture or other
items—such as the old chapel
pews that sit in front of most
offices—which will save materials and money.
In an effort to be timeless, the committee hopes to
emphasize the building’s neoEnglish Gothic heritage in future plans while representing
the innovative and constantly
changing nature of the school.
“We need to both be reverential of our history and
embrace newer styles and
practices of aesthetics,” said
Powers.
The new aesthetic principles were first used to conduct an extensive review of
the main academic building
last semester. After spending several days auditing the
building’s larger spaces and

The Si Commons facing south, an example of modern archetecture.

nooks and crannies, a list
of elements the committee
hoped to address was created.
Some elements included the
bulletin boards—which Toussaint and Casey have already
begun updating—handrails,
wall color, locker color, and
the bareness of the hallways
and some classrooms. Highly
trafficked spaces they found
in need of attention included
the Danis Lobby, Oakland
Entrance foyer, and the main
East and West corridors.
“The goal for us as a
community is to take our
aesthetics more seriously and
take our classrooms more seriously,” said Toussaint. “To
me it very much matters in
the community and the classroom to be intentional about
your space and create a warm
environment.”
Linhares noted that the
lack of storytelling within the
hallways, specifically in relation to SLUH’s academics.
“I think SLUH has a
number of stories that it needs
to think about. Storied institution, 200 years, certainly
Jesuit,” said Linhares. “You
don’t see much storytelling
about academics in SLUH’s
hallways. Occasionally you
see a mural of an English or
Irish poet—a classical language thing—but we could be
telling the story of the pursuit
of knowledge here more explicitly.”

The solution is still being
drawn up, but it could involve
new artwork or posters within
the halls and possibly the removing of old artwork.
Powers noted that some
murals on the school walls,
most done by students, were
done without proper vetting
and often add to the discontinuity of the SLUH story.
“(A mural) is just put on
the walls. It fills a void, but it’s
not telling a cohesive story,”
said Powers. “It’s the same,
again, to make a comparison
to an English essay, it’s like
you have a verb and you go to
a thesaurus and find a more
flashy verb even though that
verb doesn’t necessarily fit the
main themes of your essay.”
At the moment, it is unclear which, if any, murals will
be painted over.
A survey was also sent to
teachers to explore how they
use classrooms and to collect
their opinions on their current rather utilitarian design.
After the audit, architects, including R. Shane
McNamara, ’93, the founder
of MCX Interior, an interior
design and construction company based in the Asia Pacific
region, met with the committee. McNamara phoned in
and discussed the principals
they were using. They also
have gone on two field trips
to the Jesuit Archives and the
Old Post Office, where they
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met with architects and designers to discuss the design
and intention of each space.
The committee is currently moving towards presenting its ideas as practical recommendations to
Carruthers and Director of
Facilities Joe Rankin, who
have the final say in any of the
projects the committee hopes
to embark on. The Aesthetics
Committee has been working closely with the facilities
team, specifically Rankin
and Director of Maintenance
Rick Figge to understand the
aesthetic decisions SLUH has
made in the past, which were
mainly made out of practicality.
“They do a ton of great
work behind the scenes that
they do not get enough credit
for,” said Powers.
To provide feedback to
make a suggestion, contact
spowers@sluh.org. The committee welcomes anything
that comes their way.
“The more voices we
have in this process the better this process will be,” said
Powers.
Although the list is long,
changes are expected to come
gradually and few at a time.
“This is not a sprint,
this is a marathon,” said Carruthers.
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Finding love: Fun
Dip, vows of chastity,
burnt sandwiches
(continued from page 1)

concert over the extended
weekend.”
It is easier for couples like
the Kickhams to find time for
longer trips like this. Their
children are older and out of
the house, they can find time
to go away just with each
other. This is not the case for
families with kids still in the
home, who must find other
ways to celebrate.
Science teacher Tim
O’Keefe finds a way to have
the whole family involved in
Valentine’s Day. His first Valentine’s Day with his now wife
was celebrated with dinner
at Fitz’s Root Beer. Now, the
family has made it a tradition
to go there this time of year.
Newly married couples
with young children might
think fondly back on past Valentine’s Days before they were
married.
Science teacher Megan
Menne recalled an old tradition from when she was dating
her now husband that stopped
after they got married. Instead
of going out to eat with the
masses of lovers, Mr. Menne
would prepare a classy steak
dinner for two.
“When we got married
and had our first Valentine’s
Day I discovered the truth,”
said Mrs. Menne. “My husband didn’t even know how to
cook a grilled cheese and that
the steak dinner was always
picked up from the local HyVee.”
Even though married
couples are often seen as the
symbol of love and romance
in our society, there are many
students at SLUH who celebrate the romantic festivities
as well. Senior Cam Glynn
has been dating his girlfriend
from Nerinx for three and half
years, and they always like to
celebrate their relationship on
this day.
“We usually each plan a
date to dinner for each other, so we end up celebrating
twice,” said Glynn. “We do
the weekend before and the
weekend after, and it is always
a joy.”
Senior Jonathan Turner
has been dating his girlfriend
for a little over a year now.

Their first Valentine’s Day together they went to dinner
and another couple stole the
show. The couple in the booth
next to them got married then
and there.
“They had a guy come in
and do the ceremony and a
random man in the restaurant
was a witness,” said Turner.
These students enjoy the
romantic celebrations with
their significant others, but
the holiday is for more than
just people in committed relationships. Even students who
are single and do not have a
special someone to celebrate
with find ways to enjoy the
day.
“It feels like everyone has
this love about them,” said
senior Max Nuccio. “Even
people who don’t have a single
valentine, it is like everyone
is their valentine, there is just
love in the air.”
“I am a single man,” said
senior Jon Ferrari. “I like the
candy, especially the Fun Dip.”
Amidst all of the relationships and celebrations,
what about the Jesuits? What
is it like to go from participating in these holidays, to not
being able to with one special
person? According to English
teacher Michael Mohr, S.J., it
comes with struggles that ultimately lead to beauty.
“In high school and college, I loved grand, romantic
gestures during Valentine’s
Day. With my girlfriends, I
would go all out with that
kind of stuff,” said Mohr. “In
my memory, this feels like
absence from my life. That
can be lonely at times, especially since that chapter has
closed, how I won’t have one
companion to share my life
with. And yet, that is exactly
what the vowed life demands
of me. The radical availability
that the vows give me is an invitation to love other people
as Jesus did in the Gospels. It
is great being able to be fully
present to others and to love
in the way the Jesuit vocation
allows me to love. At the end
of the day, I feel great joy and
gratitude to witness to Christ
in this way as a Jesuit.”

To Mrs. Anna Backer
To our school’s foundress we say
Have a Happy Valentine’s Day.
Anna, thanks for this treasure
So far beyond measure.
A debt we’ll never repay.
—Fr. Marco

A sincere Valentine greeting
To ladies who keep SLUH’s heart
beating.
They show us the way
To love, work and pray.
Their example requires repeating.
—Fr. Marco

Eros: romantic
love

“I hope life treats
you kind, and I
hope you have all
you’ve dreamed
of. And I wish you
joy
and happiness,
but above all this,
I wish you love.
And I … will
always love you”
—Whitney
Houston

Storge: familial
love

“There’s the
special moments
when everyone is
together, at dinner.
Those moments
epitomize the
family love we
have. When you
don’t see everyone
that often it makes
those moments
that much more
special.”
—Henry Wagner,
’19

Written for Marsha around the time of
our wedding
Cast away a fretful day,
Eat a bowl of honey—
I would love you anyway
If you had no money:
Fidelio and Auntie Mayme,
Jimson weed and borscht—
I would love you all the same
If you were unwashed:
Mistletoe in Minnesota,
Paris in the spring—
I would love you anyhow
If you couldn’t sing:
Seven starfish in the sea,
Red rubber ball—
I would love you even
If you couldn’t sing at all:
Seven soldiers went to war,
Wouldn’t use their hanky—
I love you more, and more besides,
Because you are a Yankee:
Kipling wrote of Gunga Din,
Homer wrote of Greece—
I will love you even when
You start to lose your teeth:
Plant a tree in Punxsutawney,
Water it with tears—
I will love you just as much
In five and twenty years.
Fetch a hockey player’s crutch,
Carry it to heaven—
I will love you even more
In 2037.
—Chuck Hussung (b. 1955)

My dreamlike girl, you inspire me to write.
How I love the way you talk, write and fight,
Invading my mind day and through the night,
Always dreaming about the days we used to talk.

How do I love you? Let me count the ways.
I love your beautiful hair, smile and eyes.
Thinking of your hypnotic smile fills my days.
My love for you is the spiteful reprise.
Now I must away with an ignorant heart,
Remember my prompt words whilst we’re apart,
As i wake up from this dream
I just say to myself at times
it really do be like that sometimes.
—Khup Mung

Kathy Hyla keeps up a fast pace.
Serving food on time is a race.
But no matter how demanding
Her gracious calm is commanding.
Kathy’s smile is proof of God’s grace.
—Fr. Marco

“Cast Away”

Let me compare you to my last cherry?
You are more plentiful, delightful and sweet.
Ice bites the debris of February,
And wintertime has the blind solar wind.

art | Jackson DuCharme
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Philia: friendship
love
“Greater love has
no one than this,
that someone lay
down his life for
his friends.”
John 15:13

Agape: love for
God and His
creation
“I am not sure
exactly what
heaven will be
like, but I know
that when we die
and it comes time
for God to judge
us, he will not
ask, ‘How many
good things have
you done in your
life?’ rather he
will ask, ‘How
much love did
you put into what
you did?’”
—Saint Teresa of
Calcutta

Class of 2019,
I love you so,
Hardly ever mean,
And Tillman’s 6 coats
Our love for navy cruiser details,
Will never swoop low,
Funny teacher emails,
No school for snow?
Good memes will never lack,
Even when they might seem done,
We fight hard through corrupt Pat,
Does anyone have the pic from Mother Son?
By meeting the other,
We grow as one,
Live for your brothers,
We ain’t done.
—Chris Staley

Aggressive hockey play punches ticket to
semifinals; Jr. Bills muscle past Priory

The hockey team celebrating against MICDS.

Blake Obert and
Julien Jensen
BY

CORE STAFF, REPORTER

A

s the student section
at the Jr. Bills hockey
games have put it, quoting the wise words of Marcus Peters, “We ain’t done
yet.” SLUH’s explosive offense and lockdown defense
shined this week holding
teams to fewer opportunities
while simultaneously creating a bombardment of their
own. Varisty took down
MICDS last Thursday to advance to the quarterfinals,
where they beat Priory twice
to secure a spot in the semifinals against Kirkwood.
Last Thursday’s quarterfinal game at the Affton Ice
Rink was a do or die match
for SLUH and MICDS. Both
team’s seasons were on the

line. Both teams played with
fierce physicality. The game
was marked by big hits and
chippy play from the start
and both teams wanted to
send the message that this
was not going to be an easy
game. The Jr. Bills soon
found an edge. Senior captain Henry Wagner slammed
a one-timer into the top
right corner to make it 1-0,
sending the student section
into a frenzy with 6:07 remaining in the first.
After the goal, MICDS
tried their best to tie the
game up, but were met with
a physical and tactical SLUH
defense who poked and body
checked every opportunity
they got, holding the Rams
to just two shots in the first.
The successful defense soon
led to more offense, as Wagner scored another snipe
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with less than two minutes
left in the first, pushing the
score to 2-0. As the period
came to an end, it was clear
the game was in the Jr. Bills
hands.
“The only way (for
MICDS) to throw us off our
game was to play chippy,”
said junior Alex Beville. “As
you can tell, it didn’t affect
us because we played our
game, kept our composure,
and put the puck in the net.”
The second period
opened with a clear sense of
urgency from both teams.
The physical play in the first
escalated to new heights as
MICDS began to play with
edge, unleashing some questionable hits, subtle trips,
and clear trash talk. SLUH
met this with continued intensity. After a post ringer
and a few other opportu-

nities, junior Beville tore
through multiple MICDS
defensemen with some stellar dekes and stick control,
placing the puck in the back
of the net. SLUH continued
to apply the pressure and
peppered the MICDS goalie
with a barrage of shots, but
did not hit again until Wagner finished another shot
with less than a minute left,
giving him a hat trick and
making the score 4-0, SLUH.
In the third period, it
was clear that SLUH was
looking to integrate some of
the players on the roster who
did not get many minutes
and give them some playoff experience. Lines soon
became a mix of starters
and bench players as SLUH
clearly had the game under
control. Despite the lineup
change, SLUH still managed
to put in two more goals in
the third, from junior Jack
Hazelton off of a blueline
slapshot and Wagner who
ended the day with four
goals. SLUH won 6-0.
The dominant win
against MICDS gave SLUH
much-needed momentum
and SLUH showed in the
quarterfinal why they were
the No. 1 seed, dominating
play on both offense and defense against Priory. Sophomore Matt Warnecke buried
the puck into the goal just
six minutes into the first and
later, Wagner made it 2-0.

continued on page 7

MCC rivals prove too strong for BasketBills; late
valiant offensive efforts show promise
BY Luke Altier
REPORTER

D

“

on’t give up. Don’t ever
give up,” coach Jim Valvano once said. SLUH basketball isn’t going to compete for
a national title as Valvano’s
NC State team did, but they
don’t give up. In particular,
they showed their passion
and potential in the two
games that they played last
week, against DeSmet and
CBC, but had trouble scoring
in the first half of each game.
SLUH continued its losing streak against a tall and
talented CBC team this past
Friday. While the 68-56 loss
hurt, the Jr. Bills didn’t go
down without four quarters
filled with hustle, tough play,
and heart.
The story of this game’s
score was all in the first quarter. After freshman Luke
Johnston scored a quick five
points, CBC got hot from
behind the arc and went on a
24-5 run. If CBC hadn’t dominated the first quarter, the
Jr. Bills might have won the
game, because they matched
up well with the Cadets for
the next three quarters. While
CBC managed to hold on to
their lead, the Bills showed

fight against a team that was
taller and more experienced
in contrast to the Jr. Bill’s
young and developing core.
In the second quarter,
SLUH scored 15 points, and
struggled to run a man-toman defense because they
were outsized and outmatched in the paint. Although the Jr. Bills were looking at a 45-25 scoreboard at
halftime, they kept pushing
against CBC and took leaps
that haven’t been seen all season in their ball movement,
defensive efficiency and aggressiveness, and rebounding.
In the third quarter, the
Jr. Bills had the court full of
passion and energy, regardless of the score. Senior Christian Wallace-Hughes and
sophomore Luke Ratterman
clashed to the rim for aggressive rebounds and drew fouls
inside, giving SLUH a lot of
possession time in the second
half. CBC, stunned by the
sudden outburst of SLUH’s
tough play, took to a 2-2-1 full
court press, which proved to
be hard for the SLUH offense
at first. The team continued
fighting, adjusted, and started
fighting their way into the
paint, which they had struggled to prevent on the oppo-

site end of the court all game.
A real standout player
on their comeback against
CBC was sophomore Freddie
Cooper, who drove fearlessly
to the lane, inviting contact
and shooting from mid-range
with ease. He ended the game
with 21 points and fought
hard alongside WallaceHughes. They drove the Jr.
Bills to a comeback against
the Cadets, showing true potential and improvement.
If SLUH struggled with
one thing in the third quarter, it was transition defense.
The team, while successful and aggressive towards a
surprised and slacking CBC
team, turned the ball over a
lot on fluke passes and bad
ball movement. Despite their
struggles, SLUH didn’t let
CBC score for the first eight to
ten minutes of the third quarter. The Bills also could have
capitalized on more transition
layups, and steals were adding
up nicely for both teams.
In the final quarter of the
game, SLUH beat CBC by 9
points. Freshman Luke Johnston led the charge, dropping
threes and dimes as the Jr.
Bills continued to push the
ball forward aggressively and
dove into the lanes for steals

against a baffled group of Cadets. SLUH’s defense created
ball movement problems for
CBC, and their confidence
only went up as the game progressed. The Jr. Bills played
their hearts out against CBC,
and played one of their best
and toughest games this year,
despite the 68-56 loss.
“As a team I think we
succeeded most playing as a
team, moving the ball, and
getting open shots for one another,” said sophomore Caleb
Valentine. “We began to put
runs together when we communicated on defense and
got easy transition baskets. A
major key this weekend was
attacking the rim and being
aggressive.”
Last Saturday, a struggling SLUH team lost to the
De Smet Spartans in the rescheduled Paint it Pink game.
The game ended 60-44, and
De Smet improved to a 20-6
while the Jr. Bills fell to 3-18
for the season and extended
their losing streak to eight
games.
This game, like so many
others this season for the Jr.
Bills, was not reflected accurately by its score. SLUH
didn’t have a bad game, they

Wrestling loses at
districts; Murphy falls
in bubble round
BY Chris Staley and
Leo Wagner

SPORTS EDITOR, REPORTER

A

ll the hard work the St. Louis U. High wrestling team
has done this season was finally
put to test at the Districts meet,
held at the Danis Field House.
SLUH hoped to send someone
to State for the first time in five
years, but fell short of their goal.
Seniors Jake Pineda and Zack
Bienvenue, sophomore Leo
Wagner, and freshman Caden
Owens went two and out, unable to find a victory to advance.
Senior John Murphy came closest for the Bills, advancing to the
“bubble round”, but lost 10-4.
The varsity team gathered
Thursday in the Field House for
the last practice of the season.
They quickly ran through their
takedowns, break downs, stand
ups, and reversals, then headed
down to the basketball court to
set up for the tournament.
Immediately after school
Friday, the team reported to
the Field House and prepared
to weigh in. Fifteen teams from
around Missouri packed the
gym. With many state-ranked
and even some nationallyranked wrestlers, the tournament promised to be exciting.
Wagner, who wrestled in
the 126-pound weight class,
received a first round bye, automatically advancing him to the
quarterfinals.
Bienvenue, competing in
the 132-pound weight class, fell
to CBC in the first round.
Next up for the Jr. Bills was
Pineda. Despite a hard fought
first three minutes, Pineda’s
opponent from Lafayette triumphed.
Next up was sophomore
Joey Fallon wrestling at the
145-pound weight class. He lost
by a pin to his opponent from
Northwest High School.
Murphy, who tallied the
Jr. Bills first win, beat a wrestler from Fox High School 9-0,
earning himself a spot in the
quarterfinals. However, he injured his arm during the match,
causing him to visit the trainer
who wrapped it in a long white
bandage, holding off the pain.
Wrestling at the 182-pound
weight class, Owens he lost to a
Northwest High School wres-

tler.

Finally, junior Kevin Flack
who wrestled at the 195-pound
weight class, lost to a wrestler
from Mehlville; Flack injured his
thumb in the match.
Wagner was up first in the
second round, when he faced
an opponent from Seckman.
He lost his match and was sent
to the other side of the bracket,
where he would be eliminated
with another loss.
In his second match, Bienvenue lost to a wrestler from
Oakville, concluding his senior
season.
That marked end to the Jr.
Bills competition for the night,
so their coaches sent them
home, emphasizing the importance of a good night of sleep in
preparation for the next day.
Returning to SLUH the
next morning, the team was excited to get another shot at competing against some of the most
impressive wrestlers in the state.
Wagner wrestled first, but fell
to Melville early in the second
period. Pineda, who wrestled
against a Kirkwood opponent,
was unable to grab a victory, and
was eliminated from the tournament as well. Next, Fallon wrestled and secured a 6-5 win over
Lafayette. Following this match,
Murphy had a chance to advance to the semifinals, but lost
to Lafayette. Owens then wrestled his second match, but fell to
Lafayette, eliminating him from
the tournament. Finally, Flack
wrestled his final match, and he
lost to a Kirkwood wrestler.
“I had not performed as
well as I could and should have.
It was upsetting to lose my last
match the way I did. Going into
Districts I knew I was going
to have a tough path to State. I
had the toughest weight in the
toughest district,” said Pineda.
“I would like to say the nervousness got to me but the way I performed was on me.”
“I was proud at the way
I went out there and battled
against some of the toughest
wrestlers in the state,” said Pineda. “You know people don’t give
as much respect to this sport as
they should and I think that is
unfair.”
With only one Jr. Bill

continued on page 7 Senior John Murphy after a District win.

continued on page 8
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Rifle triumphs for first time in
three weeks; heads to Tennessee
this
weekend
Nick Prainito
BY
STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High rifle
team is nearing the end of
the regular season and gearing
up for the State Championship.
Last Saturday, the whole team
competed at SLUH against
Montgomery Bell Academy
Of Nashville Tenn., where the
RifleBills won their first match
in nearly three weeks. This
weekend, SLUH will travel to
Nashville and compete against
Harpeth Hall academy, followed by another match against
Montgomery Bell.
Last Saturday, the club
shot in three relay-style matches. In the 3-position portion of
the match, four Jr. Bills placed
in the top eight, averaging a
574/600. Senior Jack Doyle led
the way at the match with a
581. SLUH’s varsity scored 2274
points in the 3-position, slipping past Montgomery Bell by
30 points.
The other part of the
match was the 60-shot International Air match from exclusively standing position. Again,
Doyle led the way, scoring a
603.6. SLUH scored 2335.4
points in this section, winning
by 45 points.
“SLUH dominated both
matches in the standing position, but struggled a little in
prone,” said head coach Will
Bresnahan.
Another factor in the victory was the teammates’ ability
to correct one another’s mistakes throughout the match.
“We all somehow balance
out, and one person always
steps up when someone falls
down,” said senior Anthony
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Rizzo.
Entering the final stretch,
Bresnahan mentioned that the
club hasn’t quite produced the
scores that it was hoping for at
the beginning of the season. In
spite of this, he added, the club
maintains a positive, adjusting
attitude.
“The team gets along very
well, the seniors set the tone,”
said Bresnahan. “It hasn’t quite
been the season we have wanted
numbers-wise, but I think everyone has learned and we still
have a couple big weeks to go.”
The Missouri State Cham-

han.

SLUH has had success at
State in the past, and has even
used the tournament to qualify
for the National Championship.
With a senior-heavy varsity
team this year, hopes are that
the streak of success at State will
continue, potentially turning
into a bid for Nationals.
“To qualify for Nationals a
team has to both win their state
and shoot a score of 2280/2400
or higher,” said Bresnahan. In
other words, the shooters need
to average 570 points.
As for this weekend, things

Senior Jack Doyle.

photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

pionship is held on Feb. 23,
at Ozark High School. At this
match, the team will be shooting in all three positions: standing, kneeling, and prone. The Jr.
Bills have automatically qualified for State this year due to the
low number of teams in Missouri.
“Since there are fewer than
20 teams in the state we don’t
have districts or sectionals. All
teams just meet at (Ozark High)
on one weekend,” said Bresna-

are looking up heading into the
Nashville matches. Hopes are
that the teamwork showed last
Saturday will continue.
“Instead of putting all the
weight on our top guy, to give
him less stress, have the 3rd,
4th, 5th man step up,” said Rizzo. “It’s a team sport.”
“I think that history will
repeat itself, and we’ll beat them
again,” said Rizzo on the Montgomery Bell match on Saturday.

Underclassman Briefs
JV Hockey (11-4-2)
2/10-Seckman
SLUH
0 5 3
8
Seckman 1 0 0
1
Goals: Gustav Winter, Andrew Zerega (3), Chase
Tretter, Carson Massie,
Preston Johnson, Abe
Liberman

B Hockey (5-1-2)
2/10-Parkway South B
SLUH
5 1 1
7
Parkway 1 0 0
1
Goals: Sean Wiegers (3),
Jackson Liebrock, Alexander Grucza
—Compiled by Jared Thornberry

Racquetball Night Beat
Last night, the varsity racquetball team continued its
road to State and Nationals with a 6-1 win against
Lafayette. On Tuesday, they close out their season
with a meet against Chaminade.
Matt Hayes

W: 15-3, 15-4

Joe Miner

W: 15-3, 15-3

Andrew Porterfield

L: 15-12, 10-15, 6-11

Nick Schulze

W: 15-3, 15-3

Ryan Juergens

W: 15-0, 15-0 WBF

Tommy Phillips

W: 15-5, 15-6

Liam John and Zach Pavilsin

W: 15-3, 15-0
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continues road to Challenge Cup
(continued from page 6)

On the defensive side, SLUH
pestered and disrupted Priory’s offense whenever the
chance came, leading to a
shutout period.
Going into the second,
SLUH refused to take their
foot off the gas. Sophomore
Gus Heithaus ripped the
puck into the net for a 3-0
lead early in the second.
Feeling the game slipping
away, Priory got more physical and aggressive with penalties, yet the Jr. Bill defense
stayed poised and continued
their stellar play with another shut out period.
SLUH opened the third
period hungry for the win
while Priory was just trying to get back in the game.
Both teams played with great
physicality and aggression
in the third, and as a result,
the score remained the same
for most of period. Finally,
with just under five minutes
remaining, senior Justin Jacoby snuck the puck past the
goalie, securing the victory.
SLUH won 4-1 after another
dominant performance by
their offense and defense;
the Jr. Bills outshot Priory
37-13.
“I would say our intensity has been raised since Gabe
(Schwartz) got hurt,” said
Wagner. “Everybody is playing for him cause he’s been
such a big part of our locker
room all year. We’re doing our best so that MICDS
won’t be his last game.”
SLUH rode the momentum they had created in the
prior game into their second
game against Priory last Saturday, but Priory wanted to
make it clear that they were
not going to let SLUH breeze

past them without a fight as
they showed a lot of hustle
and kept the play scrappy. In
the first five minutes, chances remained quiet, but soon
things got interesting as a
massive frenzy in front of the
Priory goal resulted in multiple players on the ground.
Despite multiple shots in
front of the net resulting
from this, the Priory goalie
saved them all, but ended
up outside of the net. SLUH
could still not put it away as
Priory managed to clear the
puck.
SLUH continued to find
opportunities like this in the
first, but they fell short of
putting the puck away time
after time. That was until
Warnecke scored the first
goal of the game for the second game in a row after a
slick pass from junior Patrick Simoncic, putting the Jr.
Bills up 1-0 with three minutes left in the first.
The Jr. Bills came into
the second hot, scoring less
than a minute in after another cluster in front of the goal
opened up space for Wagner
to shoot, earning him his
sixth goal of the week and
making the score 2-0.
At this point in the
game, tensions began to
grow and both teams started to become very physical.
Body checks became commonplace, and Priory began
tripping, holding, and doing whatever they could to
try to hold the Jr. Bills back,
which resulted in retaliation
from SLUH and the student
section. This type of play
continued until the end of
the second and the score remained 2-0.
“I think we have played

with poise this year when
teams have gotten chippy,”
said head coach Jack Behan.
“As long as we keep focused,
we will (continue to) give
ourselves the best opportunity for success.”
The third period saw an
escalation in the passionate
play from both teams. There
seemed to be a big hit every
possession change and trash
talk on the ice led to quite
a few heated moments between both teams. However,
the scoreboard remained
quiet despite the intensity
of play, until the end of the
period where Simoncic and
freshman John Loretta put
two daggers in, securing the
4-0 shutout for the Jr. Bills
and clincing a spot in the
semifinals.
“We knew what the
stakes were,” said Wagner.
“The first two (games) were
a good wakeup call for the
locker room in general. In
playoff hockey, anybody can
beat anybody.”
The toughest part of
the year lies ahead for the Jr.
Bills and the Challenge Cup
is within arms reach. They
will take on Kirkwood in
the semifinals, and the winner will move on to the finals. The team’s offense has
scored fourteen goals and
allowed just one in the past
three games.
“Our response to the
adversity from the first two
playoff games has been outstanding,” said Behan. “We
didn’t feel sorry for ourselves, we did something
about it. The last three
games our competitive level
was tremendous. We are a
very hungry team.”

Smet to just nine points. The
team hustled and gave 110
percent, trying their hardest
to stop De Smet from running
an efficient offense, preventing paint points and forcing
the perimeter game. The Jr.
Bills also showed more consistency on offense, limiting
turnovers and moving the ball
with swiftness and fluidity.
Despite the Jr. Bills’ work on
the glass, good defense, and
high intensity, the 20-point
lead was too steep, and the final score read 60-44 with the
Spartans snagging a win.
Although SLUH struggled in the second quarter, the
team showed better flow and

chemistry in their offense,
moving the ball and getting
their shooters open looks
from deep.
“They played hard the
whole game. We hit a little
bit of a lull in the first half
and our main problem is that
we usually have one quarter
where we don’t score the ball
all that much. Being down 12,
13, or 14 points in a quarter is
hard to come back from,” said
SLUH head basketball coach
Erwin Claggett. “Later in the
game, we found more ways to
score and developed more of
a rhythm, so the solution for
future games is going to be
scoring well in every quarter.”

Better flow and chemistry from
offense still not enough to win
(continued from page 6)

just couldn’t stay consistent
on offense. In fact, the first
quarter was evenly matched,
with the Bills down just 13-10
and a keeping it a one possession game.
However, the second
quarter was where the Bills
fell apart.
“Offensively, we had
some unforced turnovers and
a poor shot selection at critical times, and that gave De
Smet the boost they needed
to pull ahead,” commented
sophomore Luke Ratterman.
De Smet increased their
lead to 20 in the second quarter and went in to halftime up
33-13. The Jr. Bills lost consistency and confidence on offense, and De Smet held the Jr.
Bills’ offense to a mere three
points.
SLUH didn’t give up
hope, though, and fought hard
for the remainder of the game.
After the buzzer sounded to
start the third quarter, SLUH’s
play style was more aggressive
and they drove to the basket.
Even with the Bills aggressive
push in the third quarter, De
Smet held a 20-point lead.
In the final quarter of the
game, SLUH’s defense had
heart and passion, limiting De

Freshman Jaden McClain against De Smet. photo | Sulli Wallisch
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Around the Hallways
NHS Meeting
The National Honors Society had its quarterly meeting on Wednesday to discuss
its upcoming book drive. Ms.
Alice Layton, founder and
CEO of Wabbani and the Rupunnini Leaders Foundation,
served as a guest speaker, and
acting as a bridge between
the students and the people
who they will be supporting
with their drive. Speaking
about being a social entrepreneur, Layton gave students
a snapshot of how far her

Thursday, February 14

organizations have come in
supporting the native people
of Guyana, an impoverished
South American nation.
Mr. Penny Queen
This past Friday, Cor
Jesu Academy kicked off its
Pennyweek with their annual selection of Mr. Penny
Queen. 12 seniors from
across the St. Louis area
were chosen to compete for
the honor, including SLUH’s
own Will Browdy, Liam Gallagher, Ryan MacDonald, Joe

Dauphin Players Musical
Wrestling MSHSAA Championships
AP
Freshman Class Mass
Snack—Pizza Stick
Lunch Special—Dominos Pizza
Vegetarian—Sweet Potato

remaining, the team rallied
around Murphy, who hoped
to fight back and make it to
State. Murphy won his third
match in the second period,
as he pinned a wrestler from
Vianney. He then narrowly
won his fourth match 7-4,
beating an opponent from
Eureka. Finally, Murphy advanced to the “bubble round”,
the round that would decide
if he would go to state.
Murphy wrestled hard
the first and second period,
keeping the score within just
a couple points. But, during
the third period his opponent
from Northwest was able to
pull away, securing a 10-4
victory.
“I felt good about my
matches. My bubble round

match the nerves 100 percent got to me after the first
round,” said Murphy. “I didn’t
feel much pressure until the
last round. I wanted so badly to make my teammates,
coaches, and school proud.”
With all Jr. Bills eliminated from the tournament,
they huddled up in the corner and listed to some words
from their coaches.
“I know we weren’t able
to get many wins this weekend, but I’m still proud of
every one of you. Any win
earned this weekend is a good
win, we’re wrestling in arguably the hardest district in
the state. It takes a lot of hard
work just to get to here, to
this tournament, and you all
should be proud knowing you
accomplished that,” said head

Regular Schedule

Friday, February 15

Miner, Thom Molen, Chuck
Perry, and DJ Sansone. SLUH
nabbed three of the top four
spots, with Molen showing off
his vocal talents to get fourth,
Miner karate-chopping his

way to second, and Perry
whispering his way to become
Mr. Pennyqueen with a intrusive ASMR demonstration.
—compiled by Joe Feder

Wrestling finds positivity despite end of season
(continued from page 6)
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varsity coach Rob Nahlik.
Although the wrestlers
didn’t get the results that they
had worked and hoped for,
they still were able to take
away positives from the tournament.
“There is something
though and that is I walked
away proud because when
you are out on the mat it
is just you. There is no else
you can rely on. I was proud
at the way I went out there
and battled against some of
the toughest wrestlers in the
state,” said Pineda.
“Wrestling meant and
means everything to me.
Anytime I was going through
a hard time I always knew that
the mat was waiting for me.
My teammates and coaches
were always there to support

me and I couldn’t have imagined making it as far as I did
without each and every one
of them,” said Murphy. “They
make me so proud to be a Jr.
Bill and a wrestler.”
“Wrestling was not only
a sport for me but rather a
family. I developed friendships with my team that can’t
be developed in any other
sport,” said Pineda. “Wrestling will always have a spot
in my heart.
Despite the rough end to
the season, the junior, sophomore, and freshmen wrestlers
are excited to work on their
game over the offseason.
Next year’s wrestling season
starts in just six months, and
it’s time for the wrestlers to
prepare for it.

Weather Balloon lands in Kentucky

No School
Faculty Day					
Dauphin Players Musical
Wrestling MSHSAA Championships
5:30PM B Basketball @ Chaminade
7:00PM V Basketball @ Chaminade

Saturday, February 16
Dauphin Players Musical
Wrestling MSHSAA CHampionships
JV 3 Racquetball State Tournament

Sunday, February 17
Dauphin Players Musical

Monday, February 18

No School

President’ Day
7:00PM Awake My Soul

Tuesday, February 19

Regular Schedule
Senior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
4:00PM V 1 Racquetball vs Chaminade
JV2-1 Racquetball vs Chaminade
4:30PM B Basketball vs DeSmet
6:00PM V Basketball vs DeSmet
6:30PM Class of 2023 Welcome and Orientation
AP

Wednesday, February 20

Regular Schedule
AP
Freshman English Bonus Reading
Senior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
Lunch Special—Chicken Tenders
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
3:30PM JV1-1 Racquetball vs Vianney
JV1-2 Racquetball vs Kirkwood
JV2-2 Racquetball vs Chaminade
5:30PM B Basketball vs Columbia Hickman
7:00PM V Basketball vs Columbia Hickman

Thursday, February 21
AP

Band/Orchestra Rehearsal
Snack—Bosco Stick
Lunch Special—Papa John’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes
7:00PM Band/Orchestra Concert

Friday, February 22
AP

Senior Class Mass
Snack—Chicken Bites
Lunch Special—Chinese Special
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
5:00PM Clavius Set-Up

Regular Schedule

Regular Schedule

calendar | Ben Klevorn

Awake My Soul

The balloon was launched at 9:24 a.m. yesterday,
leaving St. Louis, Mo.. The balloon landed at 1:56 p.m. in
Summersville, Ky..

On Monday, February 18, at 7:00
p.m. in the chapel, the Senior Pastoral Team will be hosting Awake My
Soul, a night of Eucharistic adoration, music, and optional confessions.
The evening will conclude with social time and refreshments. All high
school students are invited!

Blood Drive draws 59 units
On Monday, the Medical Careers Club hosted Red Cross for the second blood drive of the
year. A myriad of volunteers allowed the Medical Careers Club to surpass their goal of 50
units.

Prep News

Volume 83, Issue 20
Editor in Chief
Core Staff
Paul “All The CJA Seniors” Thom “Sr. Louisa” Molen
Gillam
Brad “Too Many To Count”
Pike
News Editors
Matthew “Mott” Thibodeau
Liam “Comet Coffee” John Ben “Sam Chechik” Klevorn
Handley “Socks and Crocs” Johno “Forever Alone” JackHicks
son
Jimmy “Yanny” Stanley
Sports Editors
Blake “Someone Who’s Not
Chris “My Cats” Staley
My Girlfriend” Obert
Justin “Laura Bertrand”
Koesterer

Staff
Ben “Alison” Kleffner
Peter “Protein Shakes”
Campbell
Joe “Missy Franklin” Feder
Nick
“Wonderwoman”
Prainito
Sam “Billie Eilish” Tarter

Credits

“Who’s your Valentine”
Staff Artists
Jackson “Pixar Animation”
DuCharme
Harrison “One Of His
Dance Outfits” Petty
Jack “Allison Kelley” Colvin

Carter “America” Fortman
Luke “Megan Fox” Altier
Leo “Harrison Graham”
Wagner
Nathan “Some Rich Woman” Rich
Jared “SLUH” Thornberry

Staff Photographer
Louis “My SoundCloud Ac- Contributing PhotograArt Director
count” Barnes
phers
Darion “CupcakKe” Mullins
Sulli “Schnucks Himself ”
Reporters
Wallisch
Julien “Julia” Jensen
Jonel “That One Photo” Olar

Miguel “Super Smash Bros”
Cadiz
Ms. Kathy “C8H11NO2+C1
0H12N2O+C43H66N12O1
2S2” Chott
Advisors
Mr. Peter “Seaton” Lucier
Mr. Justin “Lucier” Seaton
Moderator
Mr. Steve “Julie” Missey

