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Tuition
for ’19-’20
increases
from
$17,100 to
$17,500

“If nothing else, value the truth”
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trip alcohol policy
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T

he St. Louis U. High tuition for attendance for
the 2019-20 year has been
set at $17,500, an increase
of 2.34 percent.
For the past seven
years, SLUH has remained
at or under a 4 percent increase. Last year, the tuition rose from $16,800 to
17,100, an increase of just
under 2 percent.
“This is a place that has
done a great job reducing
its debt while maintaining
the quality of its education.
Tuition this year increased
less than the cost of living increase. That is what
you want to try to be,” said
President Alan Carruthers.
“Most schools across the
country increase at an average of six percent every
year, so we are less than half
what the average private
schools are.”
One main reason for
the small increases is a
budgeting method Vice
President of Administration Joe Komos calls zerobased budget. Zero-based
budgeting works on both a
micro and a macro level of
involvement.
The different departments
throughout
the
school are tasked with arriving at a new budget for
the upcoming year instead
of assuming the previous
year’s. The department
heads look at what they
used in the past, where they
had a surplus, what they
need again, and what they
can reduce due to history of
use of the money.
“It is looking at it in
detail, your spending and
coming up with a good
budget for the next school
year,” said Komos. “We
want to make sure we do
not do anything to degrade the quality of education in the classrooms. We
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Will Smit on the football field.
BY Paul Gillam and
Chris Staley

EDITOR IN CHIEF, SPORTS EDITOR

W

ill Smit, ’18, passed
away last Wednesday
afternoon following a surfing accident in Santa Barbara Calif., leaving the St.
Louis U. High community in
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shock.
Smit was a freshman at
Santa Barbara City College,
where he majored in film.
While surfing in California
last Wednesday, Smit hit
a wave and his surfboard
came back on him, striking
him in the head. Smit returned to his dorm and later

collapsed; the cause of death
was severe brain trauma.
Word of Smit’s passing reached SLUH last
Thursday, Valentine’s Day,
when Smit’s mother, Mary,
reached out to the Rev. Michael “Marco” Marchlewski,
S.J., who Smit was close with

continued on page 6

he St. Louis U. High
administration, along
with new Global Education Coordinator Robert
Chura, has taken a new step
to exercise its policy against
alcohol consumption on
SLUH-sponsored international trips, strictly prohibiting drinking by students
and faculty hosts on any
international
excursion.
The policy is not a new one
from the administration;
however, the effects of the
policy will take new form
and have already initiated
responses and reform with
regard to international trips
for students.
According to SLUH’s
Jesuit mission policies and
its charter for insurance
with Christian Brothers
Services, students and faculty are prohibited from
consuming alcohol together at a school-sponsored

event. The charter says,
“faculty and staff cannot
drink around students and
students cannot drink at
school programs,” even
though certain international opportunities SLUH has
offered in the past allowed
students to drink overseas.
“The policy of the
school is that students don’t
drink on trips. We learned
that some of the trips with
graduated seniors either
kind of look the other way
or deliberately promote that
there’s the opportunity to
drink alcohol, so we’ve had
a meeting at the beginning
of the year where we outlined these changes,” said
principal Fr. Ian Gibbons,
S.J..
Two trips traditionally
taken over the summer, the
Outdoor Adventure Club’s
European expedition, hosted by P.E. teacher Patrick
Zarrick, and SLUH’s Ireland

continued on page 7

Sophomore required
JUGing Schulte or open mic-ing it:
service prepares ’21 for Mission Week is guaranteed to satisfy
Peter Campbell
future
service
Matthew Thibodeau
BY

and Noah Apprill-Sokol
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

J

oining the freshman and
senior classes, sophomores
are now required to complete
a service requirement. Put
into place before this school
year, the sophomore service
program sent the class of
2021 into the broader community to serve various organizations and individuals.
Last summer, sophomores learned of the new requirement, which called for
10 hours of service at a single
site and a written reflection,
completed during the summer, fall, or winter. The final
round of reflection essays are
due today as the program
wraps up.
The idea for sophomore
service came out of the Imagine ’18 initiative. Campus
Ministry is working toward
required service during all
continued on page 7 four years. Their plan gradu-
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ally increases student service
over each year at St. Louis U.
High. A student begins with
two service excursions his
freshman year, then builds
to ten hours his sophomore
year, then finishes his career
with a month at one site as a
senior.
“It’s a great stepping
stone to Senior Project,” said
Campus Minister Simonie
Anzalone. “Freshman service
covers a very short amount of
time, but it allows freshmen
to have this structured service at McCormack House
and Garfield Place. Then
sophomore year, they have
to choose their own site and
times, building toward the
freedom of Senior Project.”
Campus Ministry offered students various opportunities across the St.
Louis area, working with
individuals with physical or
mental handicaps, at-risk in-

Awake my Soul
Try sleeping through this alarm!
Seniors last week participated in
the Eucharistic Adoration event
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What’s it like to be black at
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School Prep News. No material may attending. Page 3
be reprinted without the permission
of the editors and moderator.

B

uckle your seatbelt and
get ready for a mission
week that will be one for the
history books, brought to you
by the SLUH Pastoral Team
and STUCO, as Mission Week
and the canned food drive
will fall on the same week.
“The awesome things
about STUCO this year is
how we have 16 or 17 people
on it, so we have a lot of hands
to do a lot of different things,”
said STUCO Pastoral Rep
Reed Milnor.
The theme of this year’s
Mission Week is food insecurity. All week long, STUCO
and the Pastoral Team will be
collecting money for Campus
Ministry’s food outreach programs.
“Then it will go to the
Saint Louis Area Food Bank,
and then Operation Food
Search. They (the organizations) will reach out and procontinued on page 7 vide food and items to smaller

News

Opinion

BY
STAFF			

Feature

Zarrick
The man, the myth, the bashball
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local charities,” said STUCO
moderator Megan Menne.
Students will be able
to contribute to the canned
food drive through penny
wars, SLUHBER, the food
drive, and raffle items. The
raffle items vary from vintage
SLUH gear to helicopter rides
to a Cardinals game with a

Sports

Basketball
Thank you seniors! Basketball
finds win on Senior Night against
Columbia Hickman after loss to
Chaminade. Page 11
Sports

Underclassman Sports
Check out what’s been going on
during the underclassmen’s winter sports seasons. Page 10

teacher, and the list goes on.
“I am really looking forward to the raffle. There will
be some cool things this year,”
said Milnor.
There are also plenty
of other activities planned
throughout the week.
Starting on Monday, stu-

continued on page 8
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Seniors revive Awake My Soul with event
featuring adoration, Drake

BY Joe Feder
STAFF			

A

handful of seniors from
across the St. Louis area
gathered in SLUH’s chapel on the day off Monday
to Awake their Souls, as St.
Louis was beginning to sleep
off the holiday weekend.
Awake My Soul is a
Eucharistic Adoration event
focused on reaching youth.
It looks to bring together
students from different
schools to form a community focused on worshipping
Christ. Originally scheduled
for November, the event was
canceled due to inclement
weather, but senior organizers Brad Pike and Paul Reddy were eager to reschedule
for President’s Day.
“We had an Awake My
Soul our sophomore year,
and it seemed like a really
awesome opportunity to
build a community beyond
our SLUH community, centered around Christ,” said
Pike. “We talked about it at
the pan-pastoral team meeting at the beginning of the
school year, and that’s when
Paul and I decided to start
making it a reality.”
Eucharistic Adoration,
especially this style of praise
and worship Adoration, has
played a major role in both
Pike’s and Reddy’s lives, so
they were eager to bring
such an experience to the U.
High.
“Both Brad and I are
both really involved in our
youth groups,” said Reddy.
“Once a month I do something similar to that, and
I just wanted to bring that
to SLUH.”
Director
of Campus Ministry the Rev.
Joseph Hill, S.J., was a major
part of the planning, and he
also served as the priest for
the Adoration portion of the
evening.
“The goal is prayer; a
connection with Jesus to
give students the opportunity to get out of their
busy lives and re-center on

Students explore tech
companies and bay
area on Silicon Valley
trip

BY Braden Kramer
REPORTER		

O
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Christ,” said Hill.
Although the event itself began at 7 p.m., seniors
Paul Gillam, Handley Hicks,
and Luke Alfaro gathered
beforehand to practice the
music, an integral part of
the praise and worship adoration experience. Alfaro
played the guitar, Hicks
played the piano, and Gillam
lent his voice.
With the announcement emails, flyers, and several texts in the Class of 2019
group chat raising awareness
for the new date of the event,
Awake My Soul attracted
around 15 SLUH seniors.
“I honestly might not
have gone for its original
date, but I decided to go because I wanted to try something new,” said senior Timmy Heinlein.
Though the majority
of the attendees were SLUH
students, several boys and
girls from other schools
came to the event for the
unique worship experience
and to support their friends.
“I heard about Awake
My Soul from my friends
at Incarnate Word Youth
Group,”
said
Maggie
Hannick, a senior at St. Joseph’s Academy. “I love the
idea of high schoolers coming together and enjoying
time spent learning from

one another and discovering
a better sense of God in our
lives.”
To kick off the night,
Reddy and Pike each gave
a talk, with Reddy’s focusing on how to make the soul
“awoken,” by reflecting on
the song “Emotionless” by
Drake.
“(Drake) was just spitting bars, and there was
some really profound stuff
in his lyrics,” said Reddy.
“He was talking about stuff
that holds people back from
being able to connect with
God and others. Those are
the things that make our
souls dead.”
Pike’s talk focused on
Adoration, explaining to
those gathered what was
about to take place and why
it was important.
“My goal was to show
the power that Eucharistic
Adoration can really have,
especially being in the presence of Christ,” said Pike.
After the talks, Hill
exposed the Blessed Sacrament, beginning the Adoration. He and Principal Ian
Gibbons, S.J. were available
in the back to hear confessions during this time as
well.
With the dynamic music, sitting, kneeling, and
confessions, several students

were surprised by this different type of Adoration.
“In my past experiences, adoration has involved
sitting in a chair and closing my eyes for an extended
period of time. This had a
unique kind of energy that
I hadn’t experienced before,”
said Heinlein.
For Heinlein, Awake My
Soul served as a profound
spiritual experience.
“I liked being able to
take advantage of time to
speak with Fr. Hill in the
confessional room. I got to
engage in a conversation
about my faith life that I felt
was necessary at the time.”
After Adoration, everybody in attendance was
invited back to Campus
Ministry for cookies, soda,
and conversation—a time to
connect with friends.
“There is something
that happens when a group
of people comes together
and worships Christ like
that,” said Pike. “You could
feel this sort of spirit among
the group after coming together in Christ that was really awesome and unexpected for me.”
The camaraderie was so
strong among the attendees
that most stayed until Hill
had to close Campus Ministry at nine.

n Valentine’s Day, several students, accompanied by Computer Science and Statistics teacher
Dan See, embarked on a
three-day trip to Southern
California, where they visited Silicon Valley, the technology capital of the U.S.A.
While there, they visited
several tech companies and
landmarks around the area.
The main purpose
of the trip was to observe
how small, medium and
large tech companies work
and also do a bit of sightseeing around the San Francisco Bay area. Some of the
companies that they attended were Kiddom, Wonder
Works, Emerson Collective,
Infinera and Apple. While
at the companies, they met
with several SLUH alumni
who gave them insight on
what it was like to work in
California and some advice
on how to make it in the
tech industry.
“We went to see the
various aspects of Silicon
Valley life in action,” said
sophomore Daniel Blittschau. “The goal was to enrich our knowledge of this
famous tech-driven city
to see if we would want to
work there in our future”.
While the group spent
most of the time exploring the tech companies,
they did get time to explore
some of the amenities that
California has to offer. The
group got to see Stanford
University and tour San
Francisco on the last day,
seeing the likes of the Golden Gate Bridge, Fisherman’s
Wharf, and Chinatown.
The group also visited
the Hoover School in Redwood City, where they saw
some of the hardships that
came with living in a place

like San Francisco. While
at the Hoover School, they
met with Assistant Principal for Mission Jim Linhares’ son David. They were
able to get a first-hand look
at how the high living prices
had made it tough for both
the Hispanic community
and the faculty to pay rent.
They also discussed some
of the social challenges that
people faced in their daily
lives.
“My favorite part of the
trip was seeing the students
and alumni interact” said
See. “There is a tremendous
interest and energy when
students and alumni meet
and interact. Every year,
they go out of their way to
give up their time and energy. I love how the students
learn a lot about themselves
and get insight on their future.”
“The trip was extremely informing. It gave me insights about the real world
out there that are very useful in thinking about my
future.” said junior Sirius
Song. “We went to a Salvadoran restaurant which I
had to speak Spanish in. It
was my first time interacting with native speakers and
it was a great experience” he
said.
“The thing that I liked
most about the trip was the
hill.” said junior Luke Giunta. “I can’t even describe
it. We could see the entire
city from our little spot” he
noted. “We went on several
hikes that were each amazing.”

Ten students travel to Washington, D.C to meet with alumni in politics
BY Brad Pike
CORE STAFF

T

en St. Louis U. High students visited our nation’s
capital last Thursday through
Saturday, met with SLUH
alumni who work in Washington, including journalists,
lawyers, and lobbyists. In the
cold February nights, after
long days of fast paced meetings, they ventured out to tour
the hotspots of urban Washington D.C.
This trip provides a
great opportunity for students
who are interested in certain
fields of study to hear from
prominent people from the
SLUH community.
“The idea is that we
take students who are interested in government, politics,
law, and journalism, to D.C.,
and there they meet with
SLUH alumni who work in
one of those fields,” said trip
moderator Sarah Becvar.

Over the course
of the three days, the group
heard from seven different
alumni on their different
fields.
“We had hour-long
meetings with each alum,
where they talked to our
students about what they
have done since they went to
SLUH, how SLUH impacted
them, and what they are doing now,” said Becvar.
The trip was designed to present a broad
range of professions to the
students – and showcase how
policy-making isn’t just about
politicians.
“Interestingly, what
stuck with me most was what
the journalist Greg Stohr, the
Supreme Court reporter for
Bloomberg said,” said junior
Victor Stefanescu. “The job of
a Supreme Court reporter was
not what I thought it would
be. It was fast and competitive.”

Students at the John A. Wilson Building.

After their speaker
series was through, they got a
chance to visit the Jesuit Conference, which is headquartered in Washington D.C.
“They do a great
deal of advocacy work, so we
met with people who work in
the Jesuit Refugee Services,
about how they do outreach
to local communities, and

how they spread their message of what they’re doing,”
said Becvar. “They also told
how they go to the Hill and
advocate for funding for refugee programs.”
This is the third trip
Becvar had led to DC, starting
when she joined the faculty in
the school year of 2016-2017.
She was introduced to the
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idea of going to D.C. by economics teacher Kevin Foy,
who leads a trip to Wall Street
of the same nature, and knew
that SLUH had a great alum
network in the capital.
The location of the trip
also added interest.
“We walk around and see
the monuments, through the
National Mall, visit Arlington

and Georgetown, and go to
the U.S. Capitol,” said Becvar.
The trip is for sophomores and juniors who apply
for the trip.
“Juniors are still trying
to figure out college and what
they are going to do,” said
Becvar. “It is a way to introduce them to the field.”
“I am interested in going
to college in the D.C. area, so
staying on George Washington University’s campus and
touring Georgetown were
also factors which pushed me
to apply,” said Stefanescu.
Because SLUH social
studies continues to offer annual immersion opportunities like the DC trip, Jr. Bills
on Wall Street, and Youth and
Government, students are
able to learn more about possible future careers and explore interests in a real-world
setting that the classroom is
unable offer.
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Perspective:
Letter to the editors:
To Matthew: My experience with
Keep the “mission” in Mission Week race at SLUH
To the Editors:
Dress down days, studentteacher basketball, penny wars,
a faculty festival, and mixer
are a few of the exciting events
planned for Mission Week
next week! With so many exciting activities during Activity
Periods and throughout each
day, the St. Louis U. High community gets the opportunity to
indulge in fun activities that
provide a nice break from rigorous schoolwork.
In the midst of all of this
excitement, it is important that
we as a community keep in
mind the purpose of Mission
Week. Besides providing fun
activities that bring the community together, the purpose
of the Week is also to learn
about and address current social topics at the apex of conversation that address those on
the margins.
This year we have decided
to focus our attention on food
insecurity. In addition to hosting a food drive in partnership
with Campus Ministry, we
are taking intentional steps to
learn about the food insecurity crisis alongside the SLUH
community. During this week
and Mission Week we have
and will continue dissecting
the issue through morning
and afternoon prayers, prayer

services, billboards, and other
avenues.
Yet, our concern with
Mission Week should not just
end on the last day of next
week. As Jesuit teachings suggest, we are to continue to be
men and women for and with
others, especially for those
who are the most poor and
vulnerable.
This year, the proceeds
made throughout the week will
benefit members of the greater
St. Louis area through Operation Food Search, the St. Louis
Area Food Bank, and the Community Service Program at
SLUH. Operation Food Search
and St. Louis Area Food Bank
are organizations that supply
over 330 and 500 local agencies
and hunger-relief programs in
Illinois and Missouri, respectively. Through these organizations, 98 percent of all of our
proceeds go directly back into
the St. Louis community.
The Community Service
Program at SLUH reaches
community members through
Peter and Paul Community
Services where SLUH students
prepare meals and share it
with those who are food insecure, most notably through
the Freshman Service Project. Reaching, and hopefully
surpassing, our goal of 15,000

points, where each dollar and
food item is worth one point,
will allow us to make a significant, short-term impact on our
community. As Christians and
people, our theme of reducing
food insecurity during Mission Week should be carried
forward as a mission interwoven with our lifetime pursuit of
God’s will for us.
Throughout the week and
the future, please keep in mind
the impact even one dollar can
make on the quarter-million
food insecure individuals in St.
Louis city and county. As we
will try to do, challenge yourself in small ways to experience
hunger that is felt by those who
are food insecure. Notice how
our bodies react when we abstain from food temporarily.
Try fasting for a day, or even
just donate the few extra dollars you would usually use to
buy extra food. By intentionally seeking a better understanding of our shared humanity we can rise to the challenge
of living in solidarity with not
only SLUH’s population, but
also those in our great St. Louis
communities.
Sincerely,
Student Council

PN Puzzle

BY Louis Barnes
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

M

atthew, my younger
brother, is partaking
in the tradition that all Saint
Louis 8th graders do: choosing which high school to go
to. As he and I were talking
one day while I was driving
him to a dentist appointment,
he said “I’m afraid that there
aren’t enough black people at
SLUH” and “I just don’t want
to be treated differently”. His
remark reminded me of when
I was an eighth grader in the
same position as he was.
From personal experience, Matthew isn’t entirely
wrong. When I first did my
tour in early 8th grade, I noticed the overwhelming race
difference. When I was accepted to go to SLUH, I was
not happy at all. All I wanted
to do was go with all of my
friends to University City
High School, instead of some
”random private school” in a
“totally different world” (I live
about 10 minutes away). “I
don’t want to go to SLUH!” I
said ”It’s full of rich jerks who
don’t know anything about
how life really is”. But that
didn’t change the opinions of
my parents, and I was hauled
off to SLUH, something the
average teenager would be absolutely excited about.
When I first arrived
at SLUH, I didn’t even try
to connect with my fellow
classmates. I convinced myself that I didn’t really relate
to anybody, and if I hated
SLUH enough, my parents
would fold and send me over
to UCHS. Sure, I liked talking about video games, or the
newest funny internet trend
with my fellow classmates, but

eyes when we blink
26. This is getting raised
next year
30. Recent location that
ten Jr. Bills took a trip to
33. Biomolecule found
in a wide variety of
natural and processed
foods such as bread,
pasta, and cereal.
34. Opposite of truth
35. Arbor, Oak, Maple,
Chestnut, Dogwood
36. Put these in the air
if you are listening to a
slow, emotional song
Answers can be found on the Prep News website.

Across

1. NHL team based out
of Ottawa, Canada
6. Administration has
new policy about rules
for this
8. Christopher Columbus thought he landed
here on his voyage at
first
9. Last name of a famous actor named Brad
11. Place for science and

crossword | Brad Pike and Ben Kleffner

chemical experiments
13. A nucleoside that is
formed when hypoxanthine is attached to a ribose ring
14. Only song by popular band “Toto” to ever
reach number one on
Billboard’s top charts
17. If you have a really
messy room, you could
have a problem with
these small rodents in

the future. Clean it up.
18. Paved pathways
made for cars
21. Member of the National Socialist German
Workers’ Party; Germany under Hitler
22. If you want to get
into law school, you’ll
have to take this test.
24. The British word for
the letter Z
25. These protect our

Down

1. Marcus Luttrell and
Chris Kyle are famous
members of this special
operations force
2. Inspiring disgust and
loathing; repugnant
3. A flowering plant
in the mallow family
known in many English-speaking countries
as ladies’ fingers
4. Tall structures used
to store agricultural

I didn’t really consider hanging out with any of them after
school. It was the same way
regarding dances and other
activities. At the end of freshman year, I just had some people that I was friendly to, but
no true friends. Since I wasn’t
making as many friends as I
wanted to, I became observant
of my surroundings.
The biggest thing that
I noticed was that the white
kids and the black kids usually sat at different tables from
each other at lunch. This was
a different experience than
what I was accustomed to
at my old school. Brittany
Woods Middle School had
lots of long lunch tables at
lunch that more than 10 kids
could easily fit into, so each
friend group could sit near
each other. Since the white
population was substantially
different than SLUH’s, white
kids peppered into all these
tables filled with kids of every
race. At SLUH, I just sat with
the band kids because I had
class with them next.
I decided to go further
with my observations. I observed how my other black
classmates talked with their
white classmates versus how
they talked with their fellow
black classmates. My black
classmates seemed to be way
more animated and excited
talking to other black kids
than they were with white
kids. I didn’t see that many
black kids hanging out with
white kids after school, and
looking at social media like
Snapchat, they seemed to
hang out almost exclusively
with black kids.
That made me wonder if
I would be treated differently

by my own friend group. I
am, after all part of the small
number of black kids here
at SLUH. After analyzing it
for awhile, I figured out that
I do get treated differently.
I realize that white students
kind of walk around on eggshells whenever the topic of
race comes up when a black
student is in proximity of
the conversation. Two years
ago I heard someone crack a
joke about Rosa Parks, and I
looked in his general direction. He looked right at me,
and said “sorry” with his eyes
and body language. I don’t
think that our white students
try to be racist, and I know
that they try their best to not
offend anybody at school. But
after that encounter and many
others before and after it, I begin to be a little bit suspicious
that some kids might actually
be.
So, Matthew, I hope you
choose SLUH as your number
one choice for high school. All
I ask is that you do not make
the same mistake as I did, and
make some friends as soon as
possible. While the race difference is still pretty large, it is
changing for the better. When
I first joined SLUH, the school
had a C- rating for diversity
on niche.com. SLUH now has
a B- rating on diversity, which
is awesome progress. The kids
here are very nice and care
very much about you. Maybe you and a couple of your
friends can break this selfsegregation in the lunchroom
and sit with whoever you like.
I’m proud to be your older
brother, and I’m sure that you
are going to do great things at
SLUH!

goods in bulk
5. First name of the lead
singer for the 1980s
post-punk band Orange Juice
6. Spanish appetizer
whose name is derived
from the Spanish verb
meaning “to cover.”
7. A light stroke with
the hand
10. Having firm and
well-defined muscles.
12. Popular light-hearted song by artist Vance
Joy
15. State in southwest
USA; also name of popular tea brand
16. Jack Black plays a
character of this name
in a 2001 movie starring Tony Robbins
19. These people specialize in the study of
how mountains are
formed.

20. People feel this way
after you fail an exam
23. People like to go in
this steamy room after a
workout
27. Get off your phone
at the dinner _____!
28. If you find a stray
dog, it is probably best
to search for its _____.
29. The longest mountain range in the world,
located in South America
31. An event called
Awake My ____ took
place this last week at
the U High.
32. Short form for “image magnification” used
in the audiovisual production industry.
33. These common pets
are worse than dogs.
Sorry but it is true.
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Environmental STEM launches record-setting weather balloon

photo | courtesy of Mr. Bill Anderson
BY Nicholas Dalaviras
and Nathan Rich
REPORTER S		

B

eyond the clouds, miles
above St. Louis University High School, the Environmental STEM class’s weather
balloon soared through the
stratosphere with the hope
of finding out more about
climate and the atmosphere.
The previous SLUH weather
balloon distance record was
broken, and Environmental
STEM teacher Bill Anderson
and Director of Information
Technology Jonathan Dickmann travelled 330 miles
to retrieve the balloon’s
technological
equipment
in Campbellsville, Ky. last

Wednesday, Feb. 13.
The ten juniors and
seniors from the STEM class
prepared for three weeks
under the guidance of Anderson to put together a balloon capable of collecting atmospheric data, such as the
temperature of the stratosphere, and taking detailed
pictures from heights greater than the cruising altitude
of a commercial airliner.
“We had to code these
tiny cameras, about the size
of an M&M, so we could take
pictures when we wanted to,”
said junior Austin Brush.
“We hoped to find similar
patterns from launches prior
in order to come closer to
making a conclusion about

our climate and how it is
changing.”
A few days before the
launch, the class came together to work on combining the various components
of the balloon until the finished product was finally
ready to go. When it was
time for lift off, anticipation
grew among the students
who were eager to collect the
results of their hard work.
As the weather balloon
departed SLUH, it slowly
began its flight. The balloon coasted above Belleville
West High School, snapping
pictures of the ground as it
passed, and moved onwards
at an altitude of three miles
through Freeburg, Ill. Later,

Junior Fitz Cain takes third in
regional Poetry Out Loud
BY Johno Jackson
CORE STAFF			

A

fter winning the school
wide poetry out loud
competition, St. Louis U.
High junior Fitz Cain took
on five metro area students
for the Poetry Out Loud St.
Louis City regional competition. Cain placed third in the
competition.
Poetry Out Loud is a national recitation competition
in which students compete on
the school, regional, state, and
national level. English teacher
Chuck Hussung moderates
the contest at SLUH, and
worked closely with Cain as
a coach in preparation for the
regional competition.

Springboard to Learning hosted the competition
last Thursday which included
students from Metro High
School, Crossroads College
Prep, Central Visual and Performing Arts High School,
Cardinal Ritter College Prep,
and McKinley High School.,
February 14, A panel of four
judges evaluated the contestants.
Each participant performed a trio of poems. Cain
performed “Prison Song” by
Alan Dugan, “Oldest Living
Thing in L.A.” by Larry Levis, and “The Rainbow” by
William Wordsworth. Cain
won SLUH’s Poetry Out
Loud competition with his
recitation of “Prison Song,”
which Hussung described as a

photo | courtesy of Mr. Bill Anderson

the balloon crossed over the
Ohio River in Weston, Ky.
Almost 8 miles high in the
air. While flying over Kentucky, the balloon reached
an altitude of 16 miles (more
than two times the average
altitude of a plane) before
starting its descent.
The balloon finally
popped in Campbellsville,
Ky, where Anderson and
Dickmann followed in hot
pursuit of the tech equipment from the balloon.
They left in a SLUH van
just after the launch and returned, balloon in hand, at
3:30 p.m.
The previous distance
record for the weather balloon was broken by about

20 miles, and as a result, the
students of the class were
excited to collect the data
and see what came out of the
journey.
“I think we thought it
would go a little further,”
said junior Xavier Wu. “But
because the flight was pretty
long, we could get more data
from the greater range. We
were happy.”
The weather balloon
travelled through the frigid
temperatures of the stratosphere which reached a low
of -66 degrees Fahrenheit.
Meanwhile, the atmospheric pressure reached 0.019
atmospheres—a small value
compared to the normal
pressure at sea level of 1.00

atm.

While the students still
have more data to comb
through, some already feel
rewarded by the initial results they received.
“Seeing all this data that
we, as a class, collected from
85,000 feet, it’s stuff I never
thought I could do in high
school,” said Brush.
“Doing a real experiment to test ourselves gives
me a better understanding
of science,” said Wu. “I think
it gives authentic data on
weather and a better scope
to the bigger climate change
in the world.”

TEDxSLUHighSchool

strange and difficult poem to
take in by ear, in part because
of diction like “moon-wooed,”
a phrase difficult to pronounce clearly and more so to
put in a grammatically meaningful context. “Oldest Living
Thing in L.A.” chronicles the
life of an opossum navigating
life on the Los Angeles streets.
Cain chose “The Rainbow” to
meet a requirement that each
competitor perform a poem
written before 1900.
“I had a great time and
I’m really grateful that I got
to work with Mr. Hussung. I
learned a lot about both poetry and performance, and I’m
really proud of what I brought
to the competition in the end,”
said Cain.

St. Louis U. High will be putting on a TEDx event on
March 15, 2019. The event will address youth in different aspects: activism, stress, technology, and more. The
event is licensed for 100 attendees, so students and faculty/staff interested in attending should apply on their
website www.sluh.org/tedx/apply.

Artist of the Fortnight:
Patrick Blanner ’19
Senior Patrick Blanner has been doing theatre since
the sixth grades and plans to persue theatre in college. He
has performed in 5 different shows at SLUH.
“I love performing because it is a chance to step into
someone else’s shoes and understand others more clearly,”
said Blanner. “I want to be able to do something that I enjoy for the rest of my life, and I enjoy acting.”
photo | Sulli Wallisch
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The Rentals and Reservations Coordinator: Zarrick’s unknown other half
BY Justin Koesterer
SPORTS EDITOR

E

very so often, a deep
gravelly voice commands the attention of every St. Louis U. High student and faculty member. In
a new unique tale of glory,
the latest bashball standings
are announced by the legendary gym teacher Patrick
Zarrick … but just a legendary gym teacher? Of course
not … the legendary Rentals
and Reservations Coordinator as well. The transparent
elephant in the room is that
Zarrick is entrusted with
the handling of rentals and
reservations of SLUH facilities, athletic or otherwise.
Fifteen years ago, when
Zarrick took his current job
at SLUH of managing the
rental of SLUH facilities,
SLUH didn’t have its current

luxurious facilities.
“When I started, we had
grass fields and use was very
limited. When we turfed
both fields, that allowed
us immense flexibility, not
only for outside usage, but
for SLUH-related usage as
well,” said Zarrick. The turf
today can accommodate every MSHSAA sport.
Zarrick’s rental work
stems from his original hiring in 1993-1994 as a teacher. In 1999, Fr. Sheridan,
then president of SLUH, requested Zarrick to take over
the security division and
reservations for the school.
However, SLUH didn’t have
the turf fields, so reservations and rentals then only
consisted of the theater, the
Danis Lobby, and the Currigan Room. For about seven
years, Zarrick transitioned

into full-time facilities director before returning to
the classroom. After the
retiring of Joe Mimlitz, Zarrick was asked to retain the
job of coordinating reservations and rentals for the
school.
The most common
rental, not surprisingly, are
the turf athletic fields.
The turf-turned fields
are rented to many different
athletic groups. The outside
fields see much usage still,
despite big soccer clubs, like
St. Louis Scott Gallagher
and Lou Fusz Soccer Club
having recently built their
own facilities in St. Louis
County.
“I personally thought
our usage would go down,
but surprisingly we stayed
full, we stayed put in the
spring and fall, Sunday

through Thursday. And
those bookings are filled by
other soccer clubs that have
sort of grown and evolved,”
said Zarrick.
SLUH rents the fields
to a men’s lacrosse league,
Rosati-Kain field hockey,
(which takes place in the fall
mornings before the school
day), and JFL football, a
youth football organization.
“One, we like to have
young men exposure to our
campus, and then also, you
know, help out these growing athletes who have nowhere to play,” said Zarrick.
Not long ago, Zarrick
and SLUH used to rent more
fields to field hockey teams,
but lately new specialized
turf dedicated to field hockey is being constructed.
The most popular sport
for rentals, not surprisingly,

is soccer. SLUH lends the
field to various soccer clubs
like Ajax FC or Webster
Groves FC, with the occasional request from CYC,
to which Zarrick and SLUH
happily oblige. In the last
few years, however, SLUH
has seen an increase in
spots being held by different
men’s soccer league groups,
including
Vetta
soccer
league, a 50+ men’s league,
and another men’s league
called Liverpool.
The unlikely case of a
one-time use Zarrick still allows. Every once in a while,
an out-of-town marching
band might come practice
on the turf. The most well
known instances of these
one-time events at SLUH in
the past few years occurred
when the Syracuse men’s
basketball team practiced

in the Danis Field House
in preparation for their
NCAA Tournament game,
which was held in Chaifetz
Arena, and when the Seattle Seahawks came to the
football field to prepare for
a game against the Rams in
St. Louis.
“Usually one-time users
pay a little bit more but regular users won’t get kicked
off for one-time users. Onetime users can rent space
that is open,” said Zarrick.
In the case of a rare
conflict between two events,
SLUH and non-SLUH, Zarrick almost always prioritizes the SLUH event over the
non-SLUH event.
Zarrick notes that the
price for field rentals are
still sometimes comparable
to the rates he encountered

continued on page 8

Twins of the month: Byrne brothers different in DNA, alike in activities

Byrne brothers.
BY Ben
STAFF

S

Kleffner

ophomores Sam and
Charlie Byrne aren’t technically identical, but that
doesn’t stop both family and
friends from confusing the
dark-haired duo.
“We’ve always been
grouped together,” said Charlie. “It just kind of happens.”
“For me this is normal,”
said Sam. “He’s a friend who
you’re stuck with; you know
he’s always there for you. He’s
someone who I can go to
whenever I need him. He’s always there to help me.”
Sam and Charlie grew
up in the South City area, attending St. Margaret of Scotland for grade school. As
kids, they’d spend their summer days riding bikes around
Tilles Park, while the nights
were filled with Mario Kart
and Smash Bros tournaments.
“It’s like me, him, and
our friends. That’s how our
dynamic’s usually gone,” said
Sam. “Even when we were
wee lads.”
Amused by his brother’s
casual use of Scottish slang,
Charlie couldn’t help but
laugh and shake his head
disapprovingly. This shared
sense of humor is one of many
things that make it clear that
their friendship is a choice,

photo | Ben Kleffner

even if their twinship isn’t.
“We’d always be together,” said Sam. “Even today,
going out with our buddies
to see a movie or ice skate or
something, it’s me and him.”
Sam and Charlie have
always considered each other best friends, but like any
siblings, they have their fair
share of ups and downs.
“We fought when we
were younger and everything,” said Sam.
“You know as siblings do,
it’s totally natural,” said Charlie.
Over the years, however,
the pair has grown closer with
each other and, simultaneously, their two younger siblings.
“Right now we are all really cool with each other,” said
Sam.
After their nine months
spent as womb mates, the
twins continued their tradition of close-quartered living. Having shared a room
their entire life, the twins
rarely ever spend time apart.
They’ve managed to keep
their friendship (and sanity)
intact largely due to compromise.
“(Sharing a room) is
pretty normal, cause it’s all
we’ve ever known. We just
kind of have a mutual agreement,” said Charlie. “The left

side, that’s my domain.”
However, they aren’t
huge sticklers when it comes
to personal space. The agreement would more accurately
be described as a set of guidelines, rather than a bunch of
strict rules.
“We don’t have tape
down, like separating the
room or anything,” said Sam.
When it came time to
choose high schools, there
was not much question about
whether or not the brothers would be writing down
the same school as their first
choice. The complications of
having two commutes, among
many other reasons, made it
easy for the twins and their
parents to decide on a shared
high school experience.
“We’re a package deal
most of the time,” said Charlie.
When it came to deciding exactly which high school
would be the best environment for the look-alikes to
spend their next four years,
one name seemed to keep
popping up in conversation.
“As long as I can remember, SLUH was built up as this

great high school,” said Charlie “A lot of people in our family went to SLUH.”
“Even if they didn’t go to
SLUH,” said Sam. “They still
were sorta like ‘Oh SLUH??...
that sounds like a really good
choice.’”
Recently, the two have
found themselves in the same
positions their older relatives
once held. Their younger
brother, Patrick, is a middle
schooler and they have been
doing all they can to convince
him to join the family carpool.
“He’s an open book at the
moment,” said Charlie.
As they’ve adjusted
to the differences of life at
SLUH, they’ve realized that
maintaining their close bond
is still possible, but it requires
effort from both parties.
“We don’t really see each
other too often throughout
the day,” said Charlie. “To
kind of compensate, we usually end up meeting with just
each other at Activity Period
or during lunch. That’s usually a time when we catch up
with each other, tell each other about our days, just simple

conversation.”
“If we need help, we
work together,” said Sam. “(At
home) we work across from
each other at our dining room
table.”
In the past, the two have
been racquetball and lacrosse
teammates. Most recently,
they have decided to costar in
Rosati Kain’s production of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream
by William Shakespeare.
“The only other experience we had (in theatre) was
our eighth grade play which
was pretty much required,”
said Charlie.
In the play, Sam plays
King Theseus and Charlie
plays Francis Flute, a character who presents a unique
challenge.
“In the play within the
play, I play a woman,” said
Charlie.
While many of their activities are shared, they both
have unique interests that
allow them to exercise their
independence. Charlie enjoys
practicing his drumming, and
Sam enjoys drawing. When
asked about favorite school
subjects, Sam pointed at

Charlie, choosing to pass the
question.
“Well thanks for throwing me under the bus, Sam”
said Charlie, “I think I’m
more into writing class, foreign language, stuff like that,”
said Charlie.
He added that his brother was probably more mathoriented.
“I’m not sure if I’m into
math, but I understand math,”
said Sam.
They also noted some
key personality differences.
“You’re a little weirder,”
said Charlie, nodding to his
counterpart with a sly smile.
“Yeah I’m a weirdo,” said
Sam proudly.
Sam and Charlie have
a special bond that goes way
beyond their appearances.
They have an affinity for each
other and are always aware of
the other’s love for them, even
beyond their signature sarcastic tone.
“You’re pretty alright,”
said Sam to his brother.
“You’re tolerable,” said
Charlie, playing along.

Sam

Question

Charlie

5ft. 11in.

Height?

5 ft. 8 in.

140lb

Weight?

116 lbs

11 1/2

Shoe size?

9 1/2

5

Favorite number?

4

Sam

Who would win in a fight?

I’m not sure who would win in a
fight. Maybe Sam.

Losing to him in Super Smash Bros

What do you despise most about
your twin?

There isn’t much I don’t like about
Sam, although he does sleep past his
alarm in the morning, and that has
made me late to school a few times.
That’s pretty minor, though.

Probably Charlie

What’s one thing you couldn’t live
without?

One thing I couldn’t live without
would be my family.

Charlie but I can get a couple laughs

Who’s funnier?

I think I’m funnier (don’t tell Sam).

I would probably win, unless he is
playing Lucas

Who would win in a game of Super
Smash Bros?

Sam would probably win, but I think
we’re pretty evenly matched.

Sonic or Zelda

What character would you be?

I would be playing Wii Fit Trainer.

Sam

Who’s got better style?

I think maybe I have better style, but
I’m not really sure.

Alternative Rock and Electronic/
Dance, but I like most music in
general.

Who/What’s your favorite musician/genre?

It’s really hard for me to pick one musician/genre that is my number one
favorite. My tastes in music change
way too often.
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Smit remembered for calmness and positivity by grieving community
(continued from page 1)

at SLUH. Marco informed
the administration. SLUH
President Alan Carruthers
shared the news with faculty
and staff around noon. Most
students learned from family or friends via text message or social media, but an
official announcement was
made to the student body at
the end of the day by Campus Minister Joe Hill, S.J..
On Wednesday, a memorial Mass was held before
school began. Over 100 parents and students attended.
The passing of Smit
struck grief in the hearts of
many, especially the class
of 2018, who have been in
communication through a
class group chat, sharing
memories of Smit.
“It’s been a really positive response from the community, but it’s really sad,
but we’re responding in a
way that would’ve made
Smit happy,” said Sean Bender, ’18, Smit’s football teammate.
Smit was best known
for his calm and laid back
demeanor.
“He was just always
happy. He wasn’t the type
of individual who would
get stressed,” said Michael
Esson, ’18, a close friend of
Smit’s. “He was just always
in a good place, always, always happy and super nice
to everyone and always in a
great mood that was contagious.”
“He’s absolutely a free
spirit. I never saw him
without a smile or a hearty
laugh,” said Marco, of Smit.
“Instead of being spoiled he
was mature. He was a kid
who was ahead of his time.”
Smit was a three sport
athlete at SLUH and he carried his demeanor into each
sport. Playing baseball as a
freshman and sophomore,
tennis as a junior, and football as a junior and senior,
Smit was never the star
player. As a relief pitcher
and backup wide receiver,
he would seldom start games

and sometimes not play at
all. However, he never let his
lack of playing time get to
him and was always ready to
step in and do his part when
called upon.
Despite getting little
playing time, he could always
calm the team when players
were stressed, whether it was
during summer practice or
on the sideline of the game.
“To him it wasn’t about
football. It was about making friends and having fun
and that’s exactly what he
did and that’s exactly what
his role was and everyone
appreciated him for it,” said
senior football captain Nick
Lang, who played with Smit
his junior year.
Some might have seen
Smit’s demeanor as lackadaisical, but those who really
knew him knew this was not
the case.
“Some people might’ve
saw him as the guy who
didn’t care, but the people
who actually knew him
knew that it’s not that he
didn’t care, it’s just that he
just had other intentions
than playing D-1 football.
He just wanted to enjoy it
while it lasted and have fun
and make it fun for other
people,” said Lang.
“Smit didn’t really play a
lot but we had two a day practices over the summer and
we’d be at SLUH for 7 hours
a day and it was terrible with
a lot of hard work, but Smit
was one guy you could count
on, whenever you’d see him
you’d smile and he’d smile
and make some stupid joke
about whatever it was,” said
Bender. “He was always that
guy that would lighten up
the mood and make your
day better because of it.”
In each sport, Smit was
also a key element in building team chemistry and
ensuring each player felt at
home.
“The thing that always
stuck out to me was every
team has a guy that everyone
rallies around and Will was
that guy,” said head football

coach Mike Jones.
“Will was one of the first
guys who welcomed me to
the (baseball) team; he really
made me feel like a part of it
and a lot of the kindness he
showed me and welcoming
me to the team goes a long
way in what SLUH brotherhood means for me,” said senior Jack Perry, who played

with Smit on JV baseball his
freshman year.
Smit also frequented
Marco’s office, where he
joined the tight knit community that spent time there.
Smit was in one of the last
classes that Marco taught
and the two grew close,
continuing to stay in touch
throughout high school and
even into college.
“He lived in (my office)
every period he was free, so
I knew him as more than just
a kid,” said Marco. “He was
a bronze god with his—perpetual California tan. So I’m
sure he kept that forever and
he will. I miss that uplifting
spirit of his.”
Smit was instrumental in the founding of the
Young Conservatives club
with Drew Kirchoff, ’18.
One occasion, for fun, the
two watched four hours of
videos on political rhetoric
by Thomas Sowell and then
wrote a 25 page journal that
would later spark the idea of
the club. Inspired by Sowell
and fascinated by the political speech, the two cofounded the club in 2016.
Smit was the Chairman of
the Board for the club, approving speakers, merchandise, and planning meetings.
He also attended the
Kino Border Initiative his
junior year, managed JV basketball his sophomore year,
and participated in Missouri
Youth in Government with
SLUH.
Although his laid back
personality might portray
him as a carefree person,
Smit cared about learning
and truly understanding the
Smit with a migrant from the Kino Border Initiative.
photo | courtesy of Joseph Hill, S.J. material when it didn’t al-

ways make sense.
“He did very well in my
class, if he had any difficulties or missed anything, he
always came to see me and
I for me that’s really key to
a student and how much
interest and enthusiasm he
had for the course,” said
Greek teacher Mary Lee McConaghy. “That’s very im-

Most of his past classmates admired Smit for the
way he approached life—
pursuing the things he loved
to do rather than getting
bogged down with life’s little
troubles. His love for life was
contagious and impacted
many.
“He was really just living life and it was beautiful

art | Jackson DuCharme

portant, and Will definitely
had that.”
Ultimately, Smit’s college decision took him to
California, a decision that
surprised no one and suited
him very well. His defining
long blond hair and spray
tans gave him the stereotypical ‘surfer dude’ look.
“It was just his dream
to be there and doing all the
California things he associated with being in California,” said McConaghy.
His thirst for learning
and his pursuit of his own
interests followed him to
California, where he took
up surfing, one of his many
hobbies.
“A lot of people describe
him as a free-spirited guy,”
said Bender. “He did what
he thought was right, he did
what he wanted to do and he
didn’t really worry too much
about what other people
thought. He was really true
to himself.”

Smit (left) at Junior Ring.

out there in California and
he put it all on his (Snapchat) story—doing fun adventurous things. He was
not just stuck at school doing homework. He was living life and experiencing it.
He was skateboarding, surfing, just sitting at the beach,
all that type of stuff,” said
Esson. “He was just a bubbly,
happy person and I think
that he truly enjoyed life. I
wish everyone could be like
him. I wish I could be like
him.”
Smit’s happy and relaxed personality showed
in the memories his friends
shared.
Esson recalled a time
when he needed a ride to
school freshman year and
Smit, just getting his permit,
was the one who picked him
up. The ride didn’t go as expected for Esson, but it defined Will’s personality.
“He did fine on the
regular roads, I wasn’t ner-

vous, but then he got on the
highway and I just remember him just booking it, not
checking his blind spot or
any of that stuff, and he just
very recklessly made his way
into the fast lane way too
quickly, kind of swerving,”
said Esson. “And that’s just
the person he is, he’s relaxed.
And it was fine, we were
safe, it was just terrifying in
the moment.”
The last time Kirchoff
saw Smit was over Christmas
break after they got lunch.
“I got out of the car,
gave him a handshake and a
hug, and he was like, ‘Come
out to Cali,’ and I was like,
‘Yeah Will, you know that’s
not gonna happen. I’m on
the East Coast all year,’” said
Kirchoff. “So a handshake,
a hug, and I said, ‘See you
later, Smit,’ and he goes into
his house and I did not think
that was going to be the last
time I saw him.”
Lang recalls last year’s
football banquet, which Smit
spoke at. Smit, whose number was the highest, spoke
last. According to Lang, his
speech was all about love.
“He probably said ‘love’
like 100 times about how he
loved the team, loved the environment, loved the team
bondings, loved the coaches,” said Lang.
At the end of his speech,
he was appropriately greeted
with thunderous applause.
Yet, what really defined
Will Smit was not his laid
back attitude, long hair, or
general happiness but his
willingness to be himself.
“He only cared (about)
what he knew he was,” said
Kirchoff. “He was completely comfortable in his own
skin, and that’s something
that is so underappreciated
today, and he did it. So props
to him.”
Marco, who has been in
contact with Smit’s mother
and several other of his family and friends, offers Psalm
23 for consolation.
“He, the great surfer,
has now arrived at still waters,” said Marco. “His soul
has been restored in a way
that none could ever do in
this life.”
Smit’s funeral will be
held on March 2, at Mary
Queen of Peace Church at
10:30 a.m.
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First year of required service for
sophomores ends today
(continued from page 1)

dividuals, and the aging.
With many ways to
serve, students were required
to perform service of presence, which “involves directly spending time with and
getting to know people who
have been marginalized,” according to SLUH’s website.
“We find value as a
community in having our
students have one-on-one
contact with particularly the
marginalized: those people
that are different from our
students,” said Anzalone.
After their varied experiences, each sophomore
wrote a 900-word reflection
about his service. Three days
will be devoted to discussing
their service and reflections
at the beginning of the fourth
quarter.

Prep News

Sophomore Erald Murati served at St. Cecilia grade
school in south city with the
after school care program.
“I absolutely enjoyed every second of it,” said Murati.
“It was so fun, and the kids
were a blast to play with. I’ve
learned to be more patient
with kids, and I’ve come to
respect the teachers more.
They have so much patience
putting up with such young
and restless kids.”
Sophomore Charles Janson worked at Tiffany Community Center
“I used to dread having
to do service, but through
my sophomore service experience and going to a site
consistently, it gave me a
new view of service—not as
something to dread, but an
opportunity to build rela-

art | Darion Mullins

tionships,” said Janson.
Sophomore Luke Altier
has worked with kids with
mental and physical disabilities through Challenger
Baseball at SLUH. After
working with kids with hearing impairments, Altier was
inspired to serve at the Moog
Center for Deaf Education,
where he plans to work twice
a week after spring break.
“It was pretty amazing. I
learned that there are a lot of
people and communities that
you don’t know about, but
when you get to know them,
you can learn a lot about
them and yourself,” said Altier.
Sophomore Reid Jackson was a tutor at St. Francis
Cabrini.
“Normally I wouldn’t
just enjoy being around kids,
but pairing it with something
I’m really interested in, like
teaching kids to math and
science, was a really good
way to open myself up,” said
Jackson.
“I found out a lot about
myself through putting myself out there and committing to it,” said Janson. “I’m
grateful for my sophomore
service experience because it
changed my outlook on the
city, on how much I have to
be grateful. I realized I have
something valuable and that
I can make a positive impact
on others.”
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Teacher compensation accounts
for increase in tuition

art | Emmanuel Akpan

(continued from page 1)

make sure that the funding
the teachers need for their
classrooms is there.”
Then, Komos and the
advancement office compile the information, check
what 90 percent of that cost
is, and figure out how they
hold the increase to less
than four percent.
The tuition that SLUH
charges families is 90 percent of the total cost to attend SLUH. The other 10
percent is fundraised by the
advancement offices.
“Every student in the
school gets about a $2,000
rebate that does not appear
in their bill, and it is simply fundraised,” said Carruthers.
Tuition accounts for
the amount of money needed for the quality of educa-

tion: facilities, faculty pay,
insurance, and departmental needs.
“The largest piece of the
budget is compensation and
benefits. We always have
that chunk that increases
three percent every year
because we are being fair to
our faculty and compensating them,” said Komos.
“People’s salaries have
to go up every year. So,
faculty and staff recognize
a 3 to 3.6 percent increase
every year depending on
where they are on their step
scale, for faculty for example,” said Carruthers.
SLUH has three different forms of income: tuition, facility rentals, and
donations. Tuition provides
for the quality of education.
The majority of donations
from alums goes towards

financial aid, donations do
not account for the cost of
tuition. They are separate
figures.
“The amount of tuition
we charge is not actually
impacted by the donations
and givings that the benefactors give,” said Komos.
Over 40 percent of the
student body receives financial aid, and the amount of
financial aid for the upcoming year is $4.1 million.
“We try to make sure
that the cost to educate everyone is managed, necessary, and that we are not
wasting money,” said Komos. “We just recognize
families make sacrifices for
their sons to come here and
we want to be good stewards of those funds.”

Students raise questions, concerns over international drinking policy
(continued from page 1)

trip, led by English teacher
John Kavanaugh, have afforded students the opportunity to consume alcohol.
The international endeavors consisted of graduated
seniors and a SLUH faculty
or staff member who hosted
the trip and accompanied
the seniors. Parents were
required to sign a permission form for trip hosts and
administration to allow students to drink.
“Drinking is part of
Ireland’s history, and it is
never portrayed in a comic
or healthy light. Personally,
I am in complete support
and agreement with SLUH’s
policy. I know moving forward that drinking is not
going to be a part of any Ireland trip,” said Kavanaugh.
Zarrick declined to
comment on the administration’s actions concerning
the Europe trip.
The trips led by Kavanaugh and Zarrick, while
they have allowed students
to drink, were never presented to students as excursions solely for drinking.
The drinking age throughout Europe ranges from 16
to 18, meaning graduated
seniors can legally consume
alcohol. But the consumption of alcohol was never
the focus of the trips, only
an explored part of Europe’s
culture.

According to Gibbons
and former principal and
current math teacher Craig
Hannick, the consumption of alcohol by graduated seniors on these trips
was never questioned by
administration in the past,
even though the school’s
policies, insurance charter,
and Jesuit mission did not
fall in line with the activity. The administration’s
changed stance is not due
to any specific incident; it
is only meant to conform
to the school’s official policies and mission, as well as
walk within the bounds of
SLUH’s insurance charter.
“This is my fifth domestic Jesuit high school
and not one school allows
students to drink at programs. Graduated seniors,
freshmen, it doesn’t matter,”
said Gibbons.
Gibbons and Chura
held a meeting last September with former and prospective faculty and staff
international trip hosts to
review policies regarding
international ventures, announcing that the consumption of alcohol by students
and faculty on SLUH sponsored international trips is
strictly prohibited, in accordance with the school’s formal policies. However, the
effects of the prohibition
have only recently altered
plans and attitudes about

this summer’s trips, despite
the announcement being
made in September.
Many have reacted
strongly to the administration’s action because of the
legality of the situation.
Graduated seniors are within the legal drinking age in
Europe and many question
the interference by the administration on trips for
alumni.
“We get a diploma from
this school, a piece of paper,
the official stamp from this
school that says ‘we trust
you to go and represent
our institution in the real
world.’ But I’m not getting
this sense of trust from this
policy if it doesn’t allow us
to go and make legal decisions for ourselves in an
adult circumstance,” said
senior Jon Broun.
However, the administration has reaffirmed its
stance that consumption
of alcohol would endanger
SLUH’s Jesuit mission, insurance policy, and institutional status. SLUH would
be found liable in case of
any alcohol related incident
if the trip was organized
on SLUH property, a SLUH
faculty or staff member
hosted the trip, the whole of
the trip’s student population
was from SLUH, and SLUH
resources helped plan and
operate the trip. Both Europe trips, which previously

allowed drinking, met these
criteria. If SLUH were to
be found liable under these
circumstances, the school’s
insurance charter, Jesuit
sponsorship, and accreditation could be compromised.
“There may be some
places in Europe where you
can be 17, 18, or 19 and
drink, but that’s just not
something we do at Jesuit
schools,” said Gibbons.
Because of this change
in stance by the administration, the Outdoor Adventure Club’s Europe trip has
been cancelled by Zarrick
and revisions have overtaken the Ireland trip to
accommodate the administration’s restrictions. Both
of these changes have had
strong reactions from involved students.
“The drinking age is 18,
and Mr. Zarrick only takes
graduated seniors who are
eighteen. We also have a
moderator who, I think,
this policy somewhat undermines because Mr. Zarrick has successfully hosted
this trip for the past three or
four years without incident.
So now all of a sudden he’s
just deemed untrustworthy
to take these kids and not be
able to control the situation
when he has in the past,”
said Broun.
“A lot of guys have already gotten passports and
have cancelled spring break

trips. I’m one of those guys.
I’m not going anywhere
because I was planning on
spending all my money to
go to Europe, but now I
can’t. I don’t understand the
reasoning,” said senior Ryan
Macdonald.
Administration did not
dictate the cancellation of
any international trips because of the new stance. The
cancellation of any trip this
year has been and will be a
decision made by the trip’s
host. However, he or she
must follow the guidelines
outlined by the administration. Any student who is
found consuming alcohol
on any SLUH-sponsored international trip is to be sent
home immediately at the
expense of the student or
the student’s guardians.
“There is a false dichotomy of (assuming) guys
are going to do this anyway,
that they’re graduated now
and they should be able to
do fill in the blank, to go to
Colorado, where possibly
there are other things you
might be involved in with
marijuana or other pieces.
At SLUH, it doesn’t matter
what your age is, you’re not
going to be drinking or using illicit substances. In other words, no one is preventing students from forming
their own contracted trips,
but they’re separate from
SLUH’s,” said Gibbons.

The
administration’s
new stance has sparked new
conversation about whether
sponsored trips comprised
of solely graduated seniors
solicit behavior that compromises SLUH’s mission,
specifically with regard to
alcohol consumption. To
avoid the conflict of graduated senior trips, Kavanaugh has proposed taking
rising juniors on a summer
trip to Ireland, offering a
more curricular experience
to current students, but no
definite plans have been
made for future trips. The
continuation of graduated
senior trips will be reviewed
by the administration and
Chura in the future. They
are still permitted as of this
year.
“We’ll certainly be reviewing our policies, and
one of the areas that cause
some grey areas in this issue is the taking of graduated seniors on school
trips, especially a trip that’s
just comprised of graduated students. That’s one
that Mr. Chura, myself, and
some other folks around the
school will need to dig into.
We don’t have a decision on
that right now,” said Gibbons.
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Zarrick heads rentals and reservations of SLUH
facilities; remains man for others through work
(continued from page 5)

in the beginning of his work
here almost 15 years ago.
The rates of the fields increased for a couple years
after his hiring, but decreased thereafter, and the
prices have remained competitive. Rates for practices
differ from game or tournament rates, and SLUH
connections or Catholic
connections will sometimes
merit discounts.
As for their revenue,
Zarrick said the school nets
about $100,000 per year
when combining rentals
and usages of the football
and soccer fields, track, and
Field House, certainly an
eye-catching number.
Zarrick,
although
mainly renting to athletic
groups and organizations,
also expands his rentals
beyond the athletic sphere.
The rental of the theater
used to be a commonplace
transaction, as well as rental of the Field House, but

these two places don’t feel
the love they felt years ago.
The Si Commons is a new
favorite place to host trivia
night events.
SLUH donates spaces

for charity events, but requires the organization to
pay for everything else:
setup, catering, management, security, etc. Many of
the non-profit events SLUH

helps also expose parents to
SLUH’s campus, and SLUH,
by donating the site, has in
return saved a lot of money.
“The Commons, although it was designed for
events like Cashbah, is tailor-made for trivia nights,
with the screens, all the
space, and the podium. We
help non-profits save hundreds of thousands of dollars,” said Zarrick.
Zarrick, through all of
his work though, remains
humble, a man for others.
“I would like to thank
the security, the environmental services, and
grounds teams. All of them
work closely with me in
getting facilities ready and
cleaning facilities, along
with our coaches, who understand the value of our
field-renters and are very
patient and accommodating
when conflicts arise,” said
Zarrick.

photo | courtesy of Boys Hope Girls Hope

Band concert
SLUH’s Jazz bands, Chamber Orchestra, Concert, and Symphonic Bands performed last night
in the commons for a host of family and friends. The concert was “family style” as band director Jeff Pottinger likes to put it, with families eating around tables during the concert. Jazz
Band 1 performed “I Can’t Help It” by Michael Jackson, with Symphonic Band performing
Duke Ellington’s “Essentials” and “A Medley” from Les Miserables.

STUCO plans Mission
Week packed with
activities

(continued from page 1)

dents and teachers will settle
scores on the basketball court
with a student-teacher basketball game during activity period. The halftime show will
consist of a knock out competition.
On Tuesday, there will
be a knee hockey competition
held in 215C, where classmates will duke it out on the
ice … uh, carpet against other
students in a king of the hill
setup with the winner staying
on to play his next opponent.
For those who prefer to keep
the skin on their knees, there
will also be a Super Smash
Brothers tournament going
on (preliminaries start today
after school).
Wednesday brings even
more excitement as head
shaving will make its return,
and bring out the most stylish
and out-of-this-world hairstyles.
“Then that evening,
we are teaming up with Mr.
McKernan’s Open Mic Night,
to have open mic and coffeehouse. It will be at 7:30 in the
Currigan room,” said Menne.
The Currigan room will
be transformed into a little
corner store coffee shop with
a stage in it for any aspiring
actors, singers, poets, and
other performers.
Thursday, students might
want to have a light breakfast
because Chris’s Cakes will be
in the Commons during ac-

tivity period. There will also
be a canned castle competition led by Campus Ministry.
Each homeroom will be using
their cans to build the most
ornate and elaborate castle,
and one will be crowned the
winner.
Finally, Friday will be
a Mass schedule with a faculty festival being held in the
90-minute free period. This
will consist of teachers performing outrageous activities
for the students throughout
the school.
Students can pay to play
ping-pong against Chinese
teacher Yude Huang, math
teacher Frank Corley will be
selling cheesy pancakes, and
Spanish teacher Kate Toussaint will have a Kahoot. Also,
for those seeking payback for
the all the JUGs and demerits they have been receiving,
a dollar will pay for a meter
of duct tape, and once there
is enough, Mr. Schulte has
agreed to be duct taped to the
wall.
Most of the events will
take place in the Commons,
but some activities will be
scattered throughout the
school.
At 7:30 Friday the mission week mixer will cap off
the week. So, make sure to
have some cash in your wallet
next week and visit Goodwill,
because you do not want to
miss out on all this week all
has to offer.

photos | Louis Barnes

Undefeated season for varsity racquetball; Rifle shoots the lights
JV3 dominates at State, wins every bracket out in Nashville in last
regular season match
BY Peter LaBarge and
Kyle McEnery
REPORTERS

BY Nick
STAFF

O

n Tuesday in the
courts of Vetta West,
the varsity racquetball team
wrapped up its season with
a 5-2 victory over Chaminade. The Varsity 1 team
finished a perfect 10-0.
In the No. 1 seed match,
senior Matthew Hayes dominated Alec Growe, winning
15-4, 15-6. He controlled
the court with his usual
strong serves and kills,
while also using strong ceiling balls and passes. Hayes
finished his season with a
9-1 record, making him one
of the league’s top players.
“Hayes was Hayes,” said
coach John Kleinschmidt.
“He served good, hit great
angles, and he beat the guy
pretty bad. He’s been doing
great all year.”
Senior Joe Miner fell to
Andrew Strand in the No. 2
seed match in three games.
He controlled most of his
first game, scraping by with
a 15-10 win, but lost in his
second game, 15-11, forcing
a tiebreaker. After a long
fought battle, he fell in the
tiebreaker 11-7.
Junior Andrew Porterfield won his No. 3 seed
match against Michael Jaeger 15-11, 15-6. He controlled the court and used

T

Freshman Jared Thornberry serving at State.

a mix of good ceiling balls
and kill shots to win his
match. Porterfield wrapped
up season with a phenomenal record of 9-1.
Jaeger hit almost every
shot hit to him, making it
difficult for Porterfield to
punish him. After a series of
hitting it directly to Jaeger,
Porterfield managed to collect himself in the second
game and started nailing his
passes and serves.
In the No. 4 seed match,
junior Nick Schulze won his
match handily, defeating
Brendan Mueller 15-6, 153. He dominated the court

photo | Mr. Stephen Deves

and had strong serves and
ceiling balls to wrap up his
season undefeated at 10-0.
Schulze gave up a total of
just 62 points the entire season, the lowest number of
points scored against anyone on Varsity.
“I played well for the
most part and I took control
of most of the court,” said
Schulze, “but I kept leaving
shots up that I should have
finished so I need to work
on that.”
Ryan Juergens played in
the No. 5 seed match against
Logan Miller, who he previously played in a very close

match. Juergens won 15-8,
15-6.
“We both played really
hard, but I was a little more
consistent and outlasted
him towards the end,” said
Juergens. “I look forward
to playing him in state this
weekend.”
Junior Tommy Phillips
was defeated in his match
in three games. He won
his first game 15-7, but the
script was flipped in the
second game as he lost 15-7.
In the tiebreaker, he put up
a strong fight but ultimately
fell 11-9. He finished off a

continued on page 11

Wrestling takes advantage of preseason
workouts; overcomes byes, injuries
BY Chris Staley and
Leo Wagner

SPORTS EDITOR, REPORTER

T

he SLUH 2018-19 wrestling season had its ups
and downs, but the team
persevered
throughout.
Battling some of the toughest teams in Missouri while
sustaining several injuries,
the wrestlers stayed optimistic even in the most difficult and demanding moments of the season.
This year’s team fea-

Prainito

tured three dedicated seniors. Providing leadership
and guidance while also
imposing a sense of authority and discipline, captains
Jake Pineda, John Murphy,
and Zack Bievenue helped
the team come together and
grow from the off-season in
the summer to this season’s
conclusion in February.
“It was great to have
three seniors this year.
They all helped and contributed to the team in different

ways, but most importantly,
they all led the team off the
mat, which can sometimes
be hard for coaches to do,”
said head coach Rob Nahilk.
The season began last
March when coach Espen
Conley founded the SLUH
Jesuit Wrestling Club, an
off-season training program which met twice per
week throughout the spring
and summer. Through the
club, wrestlers could enter tournaments to prepare

themselves for the upcoming season. Several SLUH
wrestlers joined and supported the program in its
inaugural year.
“It was a really great
way to condition during the
off season and allowed me
to learn and master a few
new moves. I really wish
more guys came to it from
our team,” said Murphy.
Around the beginning of the school year,
the coaches began to offer
weightlifting and open mat
sessions before school. The
work provided the wrestlers
a stress free way to start
their day while also aiding
them in their preparation
for the upcoming season.
Several wrestlers took advantage of these workouts
and practices as well, perfecting technique and giving them a jump start on
the season and their competitors.
“I loved the before
school workouts. They allowed me to start my day off
right, got me awake for my
first few classes and it felt
amazing to get a good workart | Harrison Petty out in when your opponents

he St. Louis U. High rifle
club travelled to Nashville, Tenn. last weekend
to play in a few matches at
Montgomery Bell Academy.
And while there, the club
shot its indisputable best performance of the season. Last
weekend, the varsity squad
shot in three matches. In the
first they shot a combined
2309 out of 2400, with each of
four shooters averaging a 577
out of 600. And the next day,
in the third of three matches,
the varsity four posted a 2305
to finish out their regular season.
These are scores that, if
shot at the upcoming State
Championship, would put the
team in position to not only
win State, but to qualify for
the National Tournament in
June as well.
“It was a very good performance, some of the highest scores we’ve shot in about
three years. We won matches
against both schools,” said
head coach Will Bresnahan.
In the first of the three
matches, the Jr. Bills faced off
against Montgomery Bell for
the second time this season
last Friday. The match was
a three-position match, and
each individual was allotted
60 shots. In the end, the senior trio of Adam Stemmler,
Hayden Steingruby, and Jack
Doyle, along with key fourth
man sophomore Ryan Jansen,
combined to put up the score
of 2309. The team’s score was
the fourth-highest in club
history, just six shy of the alltime record of 2315 set by the
2004 rifle team.
The increase in the team’s
score from previous matches
was drastic. Two weeks ago,
in a match at their own range,
the Jr. Bills put up a 2274. This
was still an impressive score
that earned the team the victory, but the change in loca-

continued on page 10 The Rifle team with their trophy.

tion perhaps played a small
factor in the team’s 35-point
increase this past weekend.
“Montgomery Bell has
a very very nice range, and
because that range has electronic targets and really good
lighting and all this other
stuff, we tend to score higher,”
said Steingruby.
Bresnahan noted that
while some technology-laden
ranges can be harmful to a
team’s chances, SLUH used
this one to their advantage.
“Electronic targets can
help, but they can also hurt if
you’re not used to it. I think
these guys it probably helps
because our seniors have shot
in so many matches,” said
Bresnahan.
The next day, in the second match, SLUH played
Montgomery Bell again in
a 40-shot standing match.
Though the team has struggled with the standing position in past matches, the Jr.
Bills ended up victorious here
as well.
In the third match,
against Harpeth Hall, the varsity shot the 2305 to end up
with the win.
Consistency in rifle is everything. Shooters need to be
as precise as possible to score
highly on each shot. Just a few
shots off the mark can change
the outlook of an individual
performance and even the
team’s. Each member needs to
shoot in the high 500s in order
to secure victory. Throughout
the season, fluctuation has
been a problem for SLUH and
led to results which were a bit
lower than expectations. This
weekend, though, another
factor to the team’s success,
especially in the first match,
was its consistency in scores
among the leading shooters.
“All three seniors were
shooting their potential. All
three seniors were in the 580s,
which is what we needed for

continued on page 12
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C basketball gains
experience by
overcoming early
losses for strong finish
BY Jared
REPORTER

February 22, 2019

Thornberry

T

he St. Louis U. High
freshmen White and
Blue
basektball
teams
gained experience in their
first season by developing
chemistry and persevering
through every low point of
the season.
Despite early struggles,
the C-Blue team kept games
close as six of their losses
were by five points or less.
The team finished second in
the Webster Tournament.
“I am proud that we
were able to fight through
everything and everything
we had going on and we
ended the season pretty
strong,” said point guard
Gus Tettamble.
The C-Blue team, after
winning the final five games
of the season, finished with
a record of a 8-12. The season took a turn after a team
win against Fort Zumwalt
South.
“We had a really good
win against Fort Zumwalt
(39-36) and that was the
turning point of the season and our biggest win for
sure,” said Tettamble.
The group’s chemistry
grew tremendously as the
season went on. Tettamble
averaged about 11 points
per game in the final five
games, center Kevin Hogan averaged 8 rebounds
per game, and guard Nick
Witcher averaged about
4 assists per game. Still,
there were “a lot of shoulda,
coulda, woulda types of moments,” said Tettamble. “In
the moment you can’t really
do anything about (those
moments), but I think overall we’re still really proud of
what we did.”
On the other hand,
the C-White team finished
with an 11-5 record, beating teams such as McCluer,

Freshman Gus Tettamble
driving to the hoop.

CBC, and De Smet. They
had fantastic chemistry and
loved to practice.
“The first few practices,
that’s when we really got to
know each other and really
started to become a little
family,” said guard Jonah
Mandina.
The C-White team
vowed to never give up
when they lost. Instead,
they used the losses to give
them motivation.
“We never ever let ourselves get too low; we never
fell into a big losing streak
or anything like that,” said
Cruz. “We were always able
to stop things in a certain
way, we were always able to
move forward.”
Mandina said the most
disappointing loss of the
season was the triple overtime loss to Vianney in late
January. With four seconds
left, SLUH was up by two,
but Vianney hit a buzzer
beater to send the game
into overtime, where SLUH
eventually lost by six.
“We were just so deflated after that game. We
were tired, sad, and most
mad because we felt we
got cheated throughout the
game, all the way until the
end in OT when we lost,”
said Mandina.
But the C-White team
did not let the loss get in the
way. Rather they used it as
motivation going into beginning, middle, and endof-the-year season tournaments. The went on to win
the consolation bracket in
the Chaminade tournament
and finished third in the
Open Timberland tournament.
“We had a great team,
we had a great group of
kids,” said the C-White
team’s assistant coach Adam
Cruz. “They genuinely like
each other and they loved to
practice.”

photo | Matthew Leight

Wrestling tested
in perseverance,
attitude;
underclassmen show
promise

Grit gets JV hockey
to semifinals; team
shows potential for
future
BY Blake Obert
CORE STAFF

G

Sophomore Leo Wagner at districts.

(continued from page 10)

are asleep,” said Murphy.
From the start, the Jr.
Bills were cursed with the
number of byes their opponents received because of
open weight classes.
“Sadly, it wasn’t just
the beginning of the season. It was all season long.
The byes cost us meet after meet. We got over it by
winning the matches we did
have control over. No point
in worrying about things
you can’t change,” said Murphy.
With most matches
taking place in January,
the wrestlers usually had
about one or two dual meets
or tournaments per week
throughout December. The
main goal was to prepare
for January, where the team
would often wrestle three
times per week.
“I can’t speak for everyone, but for the most
part, when January rolled
around, the varsity team
felt ready. We wanted to
just go out and wrestle our
matches—a common theme
throughout the year,” said
Murphy.
Showing off his incredible skill, sophomore Bobby
Conroy emerged as one of
the most crucial members
of the team. Conroy worked
hard throughout the season
and was eventually ranked
seventh in the state in his
weight class. But his season
was cut short just before
districts when he sustained
a concussion.
The increased competition in January inevitably
led to injuries. Freshman
Cayden Owens sprained
an ankle in practice, which
prevented him from wrestling for nearly a month. Senior John Murphy tolerated
several injuries, including
blows to his shoulder and
several parts of his arm.
Unfortunately, the worst
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of these injuries occurred
during one of his district
matches, limiting his right
arm movement.
Despite many months
of dedication, enthusiasm,
and hard work, the Jr. Bills
fell short of their goal at the
District Tournament as they
failed to send a wrestler to
state for the sixth year in
a row. The wrestlers were
confident that they had
implemented what they had
learned over the course of
the season in their district
matches and knew that they
put forth a great effort on
the mat.
“From what I saw,
we gave it all that we had.
Almost every practice,
you’d hear people panting
throughout the room. Everyone that was in the room
was working and giving it
their all and were always
challenging
themselves
mentally to do more,” said
Bievenue.
The team wasted no
time in preparing offseason plans, as they were all
in agreement that the Jesuit Wrestling Club should
return for its second year.
With several underclassmen
wrestlers in the program,
the future looks bright.
“For those of you wrestling next year, keep working hard and continue to
improve in the offseason.
Do something every day to
make you better,” said Bievenue.
Murphy is excited for
the future of the program.
“The coaches are amazing and have had tremendous success in the past. I
know the team will do great
in the future. We have some
really good underclassmen. I’d keep my eye on
Caden Owens, Kevin Flack,
and Bobby Conroy. I know
those three will do great
next year,” said Murphy.

rit, hustle, and determination are three of
the most crucial traits in any
sport, and the Jr. Bill’s JV
hockey squad put all three
on display throughout their
season. The team robbed a
number of tight wins and
went fairly deep into the
postseason before losing in
the semifinals to MCC rival De Smet after beating
Lafayette and Seckman in
their prior two games. The
team finished the regular
season 10-1-4, third in the
overall standings behind
CBC and De Smet.
The team started season hot, winning five of the
first seven games and tying
the other two. The team averaged nearly three goals a
game and showcased some
strong defense, allowing 1.5
goals per game.
“We had okay chemistry in the beginning of the
season,” said sophomore
Gus Winter. “We needed
some more time to click.”
Despite the stats being
in the Jr. Bills’ favor, they
often found themselves in
close games, tying two and
winning by just a single goal
in two.
“If we were ever down
by one going into the third,
we’d either clutch it or tie it,”
said sophomore Joey Perotti. “Our scrappy play was a
big factor most of the time.”
This trait continued
into the second half of the
season where they once
again tied twice and won
by a single goal twice. The
team lost only to Marquette
and CBC, who finished first
overall at the end of the season.

JV Hockey after their loss
to De Smet.

SLUH opened the playoffs with an 8-1 blowout
against Seckman followed
by a tight 2-1 win against
Lafayette to continue their
run. Unfortunately, the Jr.
Bills couldn’t pull out a
third playoff win, succumbing to lackluster play against
De Smet in their loss.
“We started off pretty slow and it definitely
showed,” said junior Cole
Jansky. “But we battled the
game back and almost got
the comeback. It just came
too little too late.”
Despite the end of the
season coming a bit soon
for the young Jr. Bills squad,
they showed some great potential. Their hustle mixed
with more experience and
time to hone their skills will
lead to the hopeful continuation of SLUH’s varsity success.
“We had a huge roster on JV this year. On any
given game day we would
have five to seven healthy
scratches. This was a very
difficult situation for the
coaching staff because everyone on the roster deserved to be on that ice,”
said head coach Peter Vishion. “Some of the players
probably didn’t get the ice
time they deserved but all
of them handled the situation with poise and respect.
I have played hockey since
I was 6, and have played
on some very special teams
which in turn gave me some
of my lifelong best friends.
This SLUH JV squad felt
like one of those special
teams I played on. It sure
was a privilege to be part of
their team this year.”
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Basketball wins thriller double OT against Hickman on Senior Night
Jimmy Stanley
CORE STAFF

S

LUH basketball faced
Chaminade and Columbia Hickman last week
looking for glimmers of
light. SLUH lost to Chaminade 68-52 but beat Hickman two days later in a
double overtime thriller on
Senior Night.
On Tuesday SLUH took
on their extremely talented
MCC rivals, the Chaminade Red Devils. Chaminade stood 12-12 before the
game, but like SLUH, their
record does not reflect their
level of talent.
Chaminade’s ability to
shoot the three ball showed
early. SLUH gave themselves a chance with strong
defense, but were overpowered by turnovers and weak
rebounding. It was a lot of
the same throughout the
first half, and SLUH found
themselves down by 12.
With the second half
underway,
junior
Wes
Gould started to heat up. He
hit three quick two-pointers
and a three ball on top of
that, but his efforts weren’t
enough, and SLUH lost to
Chaminade.
The next game was set
for Tuesday night against
De Smet, but the game was
canceled due to inclement
weather.

Senior stars and their parents Wednesday.

On Wednesday, Columbia Hickman visited
SLUH in what turned out to
be the most exciting game
of the season. All five seniors started on their Senior
Night, but proved to be ineffective early as Hickman
jumped out to a nine-point
lead at the end of the first
quarter.
By the second quarter,
all seniors had been subbed
out except for forward
Christian Wallace-Hughes.
Freshman Luke Johnston
changed the game midway
through the second, going

photo | courtesy of @SLUHBasketball

3 for 5 from the three-point
line and sinking all four of
his free throws he was given. SLUH entered the half
with an earned lead of seven
points. The ability to handle
the ball proved extremely
important. With only three
turnovers, SLUH was able to
get to the basket with their
big man, Wallace-Hughes.
A seven-point lead was
all but comfortable for the
Bills. In such a high scoring game, anything could
happen. Hickman gained
some traction in the third
quarter with their big man

bullying himself through
the paint and finishing.
SLUH’s eight-point third
quarter was a solid performance on offense but the
defense lacked. Hickman’s
leading scorer was limited in the third due to foul
trouble which was a huge
advantage. The five-point
lead carried SLUH into the
fourth quarter.
Wallace-Hughes
and
Johnston put up bucket after bucket, but mistakes
late in the game and tons of
turnovers plagued the Bills.
They took two steps for-

ward but one step back in
the second half with a total
of 12 turnovers in the short
16 minutes of play. SLUH
held onto their lead up until
13 seconds left when Hickman scored a wide open layup to send the game into
overtime. All but comfortable.
In the first overtime,
the play put all of the fans
on edge with every possession getting more and more
intense. SLUH could have
put the game away, but inconsistencies at the free
throw line prolonged the
game. By the second overtime, SLUH was amped.
They ran away with the
game and sophomore Freddie Cooper put on a show
with a monster slam with
just a minute left. The game
ended 77-72 and SLUH won
its fourth game of the year
just before districts.
“I wanted to get my
boys a W on Senior Night.
Even though they started
off slow, the younger guys
were able to pick us up and
put us back in the game,”
sophomore Freddie Cooper
said.
Wallace-Hughes ended
up with a double-double
with 20 points and 10 rebounds and Johnston put
up 26 points to help his
team’s cause. Cooper added

13 points and a dominant
performance on defense as
he tallied four blocks and
three steals.
“I think offensively we
shot it well and we got good
shots. First half we really
took care of the ball which
has been a major thing. I
think for the most part we
don’t shoot poorly. When
we are able to take care of
the ball and get to the basket, we do well. We got a
good rhythm doing that,”
head coach Erwin Claggett
said. “Luke shot it well and
kept his composure when
everything was coming
around which helped a lot.”
SLUH will face Ritenour in a play-in game for
the District Tournament
on Monday night. In a win
or go home situation, the
stakes are higher than ever.
“We aren’t going to
do anything differently,”
Claggett said. “Districts becomes a possession game
and you have to take care of
the basketball. You have to
do all of the little things and
guys have to make plays.
That’s pretty much what it
comes down to.”

Racquetball varsity continues dominance heading into State, Nationals
(continued from page 11)

strong season with an 8-2
record.
“His opponent played
smart, Tommy didn’t play
as smart, and in the tiebreaker he dug himself in
a big hole before he fought
back to 10-9 and skipped
himself on a ceiling ball,”
said Kleinschmidt. “It was a
tough loss.”
Doubles team Liam
John and Zach Pavlisin beat
Shanu Sankara and Patrick
Lynch 15-5, 15-5, making
them go undefeated for the
season.
The SLUH team had
wonderful chemistry this
match and managed to get
about six points off due to
Pavlisin’s jam serve and
John’s forehand lob.
“Liam and Zach have
been playing great together all season,” said Kleinschmidt. “They’ve just been
rolling everyone all year
long.”
SLUH’s
JV1
team
played its final match of the
2019 season against St. John
Vianney at Vetta Concord
on Wednesday. The team
ended up shutting out Vianney and finished the season
with a 10-0 record.
No. 1 Johnny Prichard fought a long and hard
match against Vianney’s
Blake Kronsbein, winning
the match 14-15, 15-3, 11-1.
Prichard finished his season
with an 8-2 record.
Prichard had a slow
start his first game as he
played defensively, waiting
for Kronsbein to make a

mistake. When this strategy
failed to be effective, coach
John Kleinschmidt came to
talk to him and told him to
attack the ball. Once Prichard started going for kill
shots, he was able to conquer the court and hit pass
after pass, causing him to
win the next two games.
“I think my serves were
a killer for the match after
the first game,” said Prichard.
In the No. 2 seed match,
Kyle McEnery beat Andrew
Copeland 15-14, 15-2. After
calling a timeout and talking strategy with coach Stephen Deves, McEnery realized his mistakes and came
back from a 14-11 deficit.
McEnery finished his season with an 8-2 record.
Kyle Zoellner faced off
against Sam Calandro in the
No. 3 seed match, winning
15-3, 15-2 to finish at 10-0.
Zoellner won many
points from his beautiful
Z-serve that left Calandro
with no option, resulting in
an ace. When Calandro did
manage to return the serves,
the hits gave Zoellner a
perfect setup for a finishing shot. With a smart shot
that remained low, Zoellner
completely took control of
the court and finished off
the match quickly.
“I mixed up my serves
so I aced him a lot,” said
Zoellner. “My ceiling shots
were really good too.”
Sophomore
Danny
Juergens played a riveting match against Andrew
Chapman, winning the first

match 15-2, losing the second match 14-15. But succeededing in the tiebreaker
11-2. Juergens finished his
season with a record of 7-1,
missing two games throughout the season because of a
foot injury.
With sharp angles,
Juergens was able to play
the smart game and come
back after a challenging loss
in the second game.
“I think that my strongest aspect was coming back
from the second game and
really focusing on getting
good angels on my shots
and putting them into the
corners,” said Juergens.
The doubles team of
Eric “Hamfam” Hammel
and Jackson Haupt played
against Vianney’s Mike Esswein and Nathan Szewczyk.
The SLUH team won 15-5,
15-1 to finish at 8-2, the
only losses coming to Kirkwood.
With
outstanding
serves, the team managed
to get several aces off Vianney’s team and make them
run all over the court. Their
serves gave the team perfect
setups to punish Vianney’s
team.
“I was able to concentrate on hitting the ball low,”
said Hammel.
Over the weekend, the
Junior Varsity 3 team competed in the state tournament, winning by a huge
margin and winning each
bracket. JV3 is mostly comprised of freshman and
some sophomores who represent the youth and future

Junior Andrew Porterfield against De Smet.

of the SLUH racquetball
program. Each JV3 player
had matches throughout the
season which seeded them
and placed them in 1 of 6
brackets.
In the top bracket,
freshman Jared Thornberry
won his three matches to
win the bracket and become
the top JV3 high school racquetball player in the state.
“This season and this
tournament
has
really
shown me how practice really does make perfect and
the work you put into it, you
get out,” said Thornberry.
“We have to continue to put
in that work and practice
with Nationals coming up.”
Freshman Clark Martin
won the second division,
and freshman Ben Harmon
won the third division for
SLUH. Junior Irfaun Karim
battled in his final match to

ultimately win the fourth
division and freshman
Flynn O’Connell won the
fifth division. In the largest division, the sixth division, only SLUH players remained after the first round
of the bracket. Ultimately,
freshman Will Shorey finished third, freshman Owen
Cooney finished second,
and freshman Ben Ridgway
finished first.
Ultimately, the JV3
team finished with a huge
state win and total of 591,
381 points ahead of Kirkwood. The strong win shows
the great future and potential this JV3 team holds and
brings hope for the upcoming years.
“With how impressive
this JV3 team has been, I
think SLUH racquetball will
be in good hands for the
next few years,” said Coach
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Stephen Deves. “If these
guys are willing to put in the
time and effort, they could
be great future players on
the team and even next year
they could be strong leaders
for the program.”
The Racquetball team
will head to Vetta Concord
tomorrow for the State tournament. The team will have
to be at peak performance,
taking all of their experience from this past season
to pull through with a win.
“It’s easy to just sit
there dropping balls and do
stuff with drills,” said Kleinschmidt. “But it’s a matter
of executing it when you
get into a match. If we do
the fundamentals we do at
practice, we’ll be fine.”
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Around the Hallways

Friday, February 22
AP

Brain Bee
Four SLUH students—
juniors Bryce Van Bree and
Sutherlan Litke, sophomore
Maurice Safar, and freshman
Tom Nguyen—participated in
the St. Louis Area Brain Bee
this past Saturday at Washington University. The Brain
Bee is a competition about
the human brain and nervous
system, including a 60 question test, a panel discussion
with Wash U. researchers, and
a demonstration. To determine the winner, the competitors answered questions in a
Spelling Bee format. The four
students have been meeting

Senior Class Mass
Snack—Chicken Bites
Lunch Special—Chinese Special
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
5:00PM Clavius Set-Up

weekly since January reading books about the brain to
prepare for the competition.
Although no Jr. Bills placed
sming the top ten, the group
had a great time and learned
a lot.
Subway Robbery
Last Sunday, when the
Into the Woods crew was tearing down from the play over
the weekend, an armed robbery developed at the Subway on Kingshighway, just
one block east of St. Louis U.
High. According to Director of Security Dan Schulte,
the two suspects were both

Regular Schedule

Saturday, February 23
Racquetball State Championships
4th Annual Clavius Jamboree
Mother-Son Trivia Night
armed, although despite the
heavy police presence and
and proximity to SLUH, they
posed no threat to SLUH’s security. The play crew decided
to all leave simultaneously
to have strength in numbers.
The few people parked in the
loading dock right outside the

Sunday, February 24

theater drove the other crew
CISL Speech
members to their cars in the NIE UCS Retreat
student lots. As of yesterday 7:00PM Mom Prom Dance Lessons
morning, the suspects have
not been caught.
Monday, February 25

Regular Schedule
NIE UCS Retreat
—Compiled by Ben Klevorn
Food Drive
Mission Week
First Practices for MSHSAA
AP
Snack—Bosco Stick
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
(continued from page 9)
varsity freshman year. I think
But with experience in and a qualification for Na- 4:30PM V Basketball District Tournament
that. And then we also had a there’s a really good connec- many matches, a heavy prac- tionals. To qualify automati- 6:30PM Class of 2023 Welcome & Orientation

Rifle prepares for Missouri State Championship
sophomore (Jansen) who got
his scores up and got to the
point where his scores were
extremely beneficial for us. So
we finally have a fourth man,”
said Steingruby.
Jansen shot a 561 on Friday’s match, and a career-high
on Saturday with a 572. Jansen
has filled in the fourth spot on
the extremely talented varsity
team, and will be shooting
with them at the State Tournament this weekend.
“I feel pretty good,” said
Jansen, when asked about his
confidence going into State
this weekend. “I shot a lot on

tion between me and the other seniors.”
The varsity team has been
the “success story” of the club,
but the underclassmen teams
have progressed throughout
the winter as well. With the
cancellation of a match this
past Wednesday, their regular
season has concluded.
“They’ve been coming
along. There hasn’t been much
movement or shift because of
the logjam of seniors we have
at the top. The sophomores
and freshmen have been coming along nicely,” said Bresnahan.

tice schedule, and mentorship
by seniors, the freshmen especially have been soaring this
season. With this in mind,
hopes are high for the future
of the team.
“Freshmen are starting
to really do well, it seems like
most of them shoot new personal high scores every week,”
said Bresnahan.
The club is travelling to
Ozark, Mo. this Saturday to
participate in the Missouri
State Championship. The
match will be featuring all
three positions. Hopes at State
are for a Jr. Bill championship

cally for the National Tournament and secure a second bid
in a row, SLUH must win State
and score a 2280 or higher as
a team. After last weekend’s
performance, there is optimism and enthusiasm leading
into the big day tomorrow.
“We’re really hopeful
outlook is positive, we’re really hoping for a good outcome,” said Steingruby. “We
finally got the entire team on
the same page, at the same
time, which is nice.”

Tuesday, February 26
NIE UCS Retreat
Food Drive
Mission Week
AP
Snack—Mini Taco
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta

Wednesday, February 27

Regular Schedule

Regular Schedule

NIE UCS Retreat
Food Drive
Mission Week
Racquetball National Tournament
AP
AP English Boot Camp
Snack—Cinnamon Rolls
Lunch Special—Hand Breaded Chicken
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
5:30PM Alumni Board Meeting

Thursday, February 28

Water Polo Captains
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS ON
BEING CHOSEN AS THE 2019 WATER POLO CAPTAINS!

Garrett Baldes

Friday, March 1

Mass Schedule
Food Drive
Racquetball National Tournament
Mission Week
Mission Week Mixer
Lunch Special—Buffalo Chicken on Flatbread
Vegetarian—Garden Burger

Michael Kreienkamp
John McCabe
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Regular Schedule
Food Drive
Mission Week
Racquetball National Tournament
AP
Ash Wednesday Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Pizza Stick
Lunch Special—Dominos Pizza
Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes
7:30PM Open Mic Night
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SLUH tweet of the
week: St. Louis U. High
@sluhjrbills
Congrats to our Robotics Club for completing
the 1029 FRC build season! Over the last six
weeks, the RoboBills have designed, built and
programmed the robot pictured with the team.
Looking forward to the competetion, march 1316 at Chaifetz Arena! #teamwork #AMDG

