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Next Go Forth renovations to
start summer of ’19 or ’20
Old Cafeteria will become
Center for Academic Success
BY Ben Klevorn
CORE STAFF

O

ver the next several
years, renovations will
sweep through the halls of St.
Louis U. High, transforming
the nearly 100 year old Backer
Memorial into a 21st century
campus.
The renovations are a
part of the Go Forth capital
campaign launched by SLUH
this past November, in which
the Board of Trustees set a $70
million fundraising goal to
improve SLUH’s scholarship
and accessibility, campus, and
program excellence. Current
plans call for about $20 million to be used on renovating
the Backer Memorial.
“We have to be thinking
about how our young people
are changing today, how do
they respond to our pedagogical approaches, are the strategies we’ve used in the past still
effective today, and looking at
the coming together of physical space with pedagogical
approaches is I think the only
way we can continue to be ef-
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fective into the future, and so
each of these spaces that will
be renovated I think has this
as its primary intention, that
our education program and
our faith formation programs
will continue to be effective
and let students realize their
God-given talents,” said Advancement Chief of Staff Sean
Agniel, ’96.
Renovations could start
as soon as this summer or as
late as the summer of 2020,
with the construction of the
J. Anthony ’57 and Donna
M. Dill Center for Academic
Success, located in the current Old Cafeteria. The Center for Academic Success will
contain administrative offices, college counseling, and
school counseling.
On the western end,
closer to the Si Commons,
will be the office for the Dean
of Students and Assistant
Dean of Students, as well as
the offices for the Principal,
Assistant Principal for Mission, and Assistant Principal

BY Liam John and
Johno Jackson

NEWS EDITOR, CORE STAFF

T
Racquetball team after receiving its trophy.

Peter LaBarge and
Kyle McEnery
REPORTERS

N

ine-peat. Yes, that’s
right. For the ninth year
in a row, the racquetbills are
National Champions. From
last Wednesday to Sunday, St.
Louis U. High battled on the
courts of Vetta Concord and
Vetta West and established
their dominance on the national stage, scoring a total of
3,764 points, with Oregon’s
continued on page 6 Sprague team in second place
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with 2,432 points.
In the tournament, there
were many different brackets
in which teams from many
different states including
Missouri, California, Utah,
and Oregon competed. Each
player in singles was guaranteed at least three matches.
For each bracket, if a player
won their first game, they
would stay in the top gold
bracket. If they lost their first
game, the player would drop
down to the red bracket, and

Mission Week raises $19,768 for food insecurity
BY Matthew
CORE STAFF

S

Thibodeau

aint Louis U. High faculty, staff and students
collected 4,255 food items
and $19,768 this Mission
Week, blowing past the goal
of $15,000. Student competitions, STUCO events, and
leaders within classes, energized everyone to donate and
help those struggling with
food insecurity.
Under a new model,
this year’s Mission Week was
combined with the Food
Drive, which is normally
scheduled for the fall. The two
donation-driven events were
combined because Mission
Week’s theme of food insecurity fit well with the mission
of any food drive: feeding the
hungry.
“There was a lot of fear
at the beginning of Mission
Week because two big events
were combined,” said STUCO
Moderator Bradley Mueller.

“I really think it helped in the
end, because there was a tangible mission of food items,
and it was directly involved
with food insecurity. People
knew exactly where their
items and money were going
to.”
The Food Drive benefited from the energy and

excitement of Mission Week.
The number of items collected surpassed previous totals
tallied by food drives in the
past
“Just based on my perception, (the Food Drive)
wasn’t hurt at all by Mission
Week, and was benefited by
it if anything,” said Cam-

A group of seniors during the mixer last Friday.
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100 Years of Baseball
SLUH’s baseball program, created before the Cardinals’ first
World Series win, celebrates 100
years with two banquets. Page 2
News

Ventilation
and safety
protocol
pushes back
opening of
Innovation
Lab

Racquetball conquers ninth
straight National Championship

40 for Freedom begins
SLUH Pastoral Team’s Lenten
program to foster freedom with a
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Loss and Love: Boedeker
and Hussung reflect on
death of spouses

pus Minister Stephen Deves.
“There was a lot of cool energy that people got behind.
The very first day, we had a
ton of items, while it usually BY Paul Gillam
EDITOR IN CHIEF
takes until around Wednesday to get lots of items in.”
“
ove always leads to sorTo energize the student
row.”
body and inspire students to
A simple truth that love
continued on page 6 always leads to sorrow—but
ultimately does not end with
it—rings true for all those
who love. By opening our
hearts, we also open ourselves
to the eventual sorrow of losing that love. Many have not
personally experienced harsh
realities of this truth, but two
St. Louis U. High faculty—
theology teacher Allen Boedeker and English teacher
Chuck Hussung—have in a
very personal sense. Both
have lost their spouse this academic year. Mary Boedeker
died on Jan. 6, 2019. Marsha
Hussung died 82 days earlier
on Oct. 19, 2018. The Boedekers were married for 38 years

L

and the Hussungs for 31.
In the mid-1980s, Mary
Boedeker received a blood
transfusion that went wrong
and damaged her liver. The
blood she received contained
a defect that made a liver
transplant impossible, ensuring a slow but steady process
towards liver failure. About
six years prior to Mary’s
death, the Boedekers were
told of Mary’s condition and
knew that it would eventually
result in her death. Diabetes
compounded the issues.
Around the time of her
death, Mary was found to
have an infection that spiked
her ammonia levels and since
her liver was unable to function, her kidneys and spleen
were overwhelmed and failed,
sending her into a coma. Thir-
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Opinion

Dangers of Forest Park
Aquatic athletes question safety
at Forest Park Natatorium, citing
cloudy, cold water and broken
tiles. Page 3

Sports

if they lost that game, he or
she would drop down to the
white bracket. If a player won
their first match and lost their
second, he or she would drop
down to the second highest,
blue bracket.
SLUH top seed senior
Matt Hayes played in the No.
1 bracket, where he fought
against the best high school
racquetball players in the nation. After a bye in the first
round, Hayes beat Will Smith,

he Innovation Lab,
which was to be softopened for the fourth quarter, will be extending the
early adopter phase as safety protocols are finalized,
equipment is understood,
and a full-time lab director
is hired.
Back during construction in November, the goal
was to complete furnishing
the lab by December and
having an early adopters period where certain students
and faculty learn the equipment and then help lead a
soft opening in the fourth
quarter for classes and clubs
to join in.
“We decided there can’t
be a soft opening because it
is not safe. So, you’ll notice

Hockey returns to Challenge Cup
Assisted by Rally Squid, SLUH
defeats Kirkwood and advances
to the Challenge Cup versus De
Smet. Page 8

Sports

Volleyball begins March 26
Fresh off last year’s State Championship victory, six seniors return to the court with aspirations
to repeat. Page 8
Sports

Basketball Closes Season
SLUH’s young team finishes the
season 5-22, players learn lessons
and grow personally through experience. Page 8

continued on page 5
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SLUH to celebrate baseball centennial, Nicollerat legacy with ceremony
BY Brad Pike and
Ben Kleffner

CORE STAFF, REPORTER		

		

T

he St. Louis U. High
baseball program is
turning 100 years old this
spring, and it is time to celebrate! SLUH will be hosting
two events on April 27 and
May 6 to gather the community and acknowledge the
greatness of the program’s
history and of long-tenured
varsity head coach Steve
Nicollerat.
The centennial milestone for the baseball program is an impressive feat.
The program spans before
World War II, before the St.
Louis Cardinals’ first World
Series win, and before the
opening of our present-day
school campus, the Backer
Memorial Campus. In order to acknowledge this feat,
the SLUH advancement office, along with the athletic
department and alumni of
the baseball program, have
started planning a two-part
event.
“We thought we could

do this ourselves, but it
would be a lot better if we
brought in some of the
people who are former ballplayers and have been active
with the program over the
years,’” said Advancement
Chief of Staff Sean Agniel.
“We made sure that they had
the opportunity to plan an
event that was really going
to honor the program well.”
The planning committee is made up of varsity
head coach Ray Bulte, ’81;
JV head coach Nick Ehlman,
’99; Athletic Director Chris
Muskopf, ’91; Bob Nance,
’92; Sean Nolan, ’87; John
Paino, ’76; and social studies teacher Tom Zinselmeyer, ’99; they set off to find
the proper way to celebrate
the milestone year of the beloved program.
“For the hundredth,
and especially tying in
Coach Nicollerat’s retirement, it makes much more
sense to do a meal and reception,” said Muskopf.
“To be honest I really
didn’t know (that it was 100
years) until this fall. I guess

maybe I knew, but that didn’t
really register,” said Nicollerat. “I knew we were close,
but I think at that time I
was contemplating whether
I wanted to continue or not,
so my focus wasn’t really on
that.”
Nicollerat’s
stepping
down was announced earlier this year, along with the
news that Bulte would be
taking over as head coach.
“Coach
(Nicollerat)
did a tremendous job for 39
years and established a solid
program with great tradition,” said Bulte. “I am just
looking to continue that tradition, carry it on, and step
it up as much as we can on
our end.”
The reception will be
taking place on Saturday,
April 27, starting with a
Mass in the chapel at 5:00
p.m., followed by dinner
and program in the Si Commons. Alumni of the program have been invited to
join in the celebration.
“It will be bringing people together to share memories and to hear stories,

and to celebrate baseball at
SLUH,” said Agniel.
“I don’t really have a
role, but I’ll be there and
what I really want to do is
see the guys who are currently playing and see the
guys I’ve coached with and
the guys I’ve coached,” said
Nicollerat. “It would just be
good to see anybody, the
managers, anybody that’s
been connected.”
Throughout his 39 seasons, Nicollerat coached
with grit and passion. He
was an integral part of the
program, and he learned a
great deal from it.
“I’m really proud of the
relationships that I’ve made,
the kids I’ve met, the way
we’ve conducted ourselves,
the consistency in our play,
and the opportunities to
teach life lessons through
baseball,” said Nicollerat.
On another note, the
program will also serve as
an opportunity for alumni
to visit the school and see
the changes that have been
made since their departure.
“It’s not just my time

though,” said Nicollerat.
“There are guys who played
in the 60’s and are still
around. For those fellows to
come back and see the facilities, see the school, talk to
their old teachers; it’s just a
good time for SLUH people
to get together.”
On Monday, May 6
at 4:30 p.m., the current
SLUH varsity baseball team
will be playing De Smet Jesuit High School under the
lights of Sheridan Stadium.
This game will have numerous thematic elements
to celebrate the program’s
hundredth year, such as a
ceremonial first pitch and
between-inning announcements about the program, as
a way of building a very festive atmosphere and drawing a large crowd.
“We are planning something with STUCO to have
a bigger turnout of current
students, and we welcome
all alumni and families,”
said Agniel. “It would be really fun to have a great student section. This is a great
opportunity to really show-

case our own baseball program to our student body
and people can see how
much fun it is to go out and
watch a ballgame on their
own campus.”
Hopes are high for the
baseball team this season.
“I’m confident this
year’s team is gonna be successful as ballplayers,” said
Nicollerat. “I hope they allow themselves to learn life
lessons through sport, and
use sport to help themselves
and the community around
them.”
Looking forward to the
next 100 years, there is a lot
of good groundwork being
placed. The baseball program continues to provide
unique and memorable opportunities to individuals
that help them grow as not
only ballplayers, but people.
“It was an honor and
a privilege for me to be associated with the program
for the time that I was,” said
Nicollerat. “I will always
have those memories, and I
am proud of those memories.”

Campus Ministry sponsors Forty for Freedom,
fasting, and fish fries for lent

Chess falls in playoffs
against John Burroghs

STAFF			
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BY Sam Tarter and
Peter Campbell

S

t. Louis U. High started
their observation of the
Lenten season this Wednesday with an all school
Mass, paving the way for
other events to take place
throughout March and
leading into April.
The 40 days started
on Ash Wednesday, with a
mass led by the Rev. Paul
Sheridan, S.J., and with seniors ministering the ashes.
Prior to the mass itself, the
student body entered the Si
Commons in silence, symbolizing the beginning of
the holy season.
Pastoral team leaders
and members of Campus
Ministry planned a challenge called “Forty for Freedom,” which was organized
by Pastoral team leaders and
members of Campus Ministry to challenge the student
body, and help guide them
through Lent.
On Wednesdays during lunch, students can go
to Campus Ministry and
for $2.00 purchase a cup of
soup and a piece of bread.
“Fasting is an ancient practice that goes
back to even before Jesus,
and its purpose is to make
a sacrifice to God. Food is
good, of course, but sacrificing something good to
God shows that you value
God more than filling your
stomach. It’s also a means
by which we can grow in
self-discipline and temperance.
“It’s something small,
but it’s also very meaningful,” said Fr. Joseph Hill, S.J.,
who helped plan Forty for
Freedom alongside other
campus ministry members.
Following the small

lunch, Campus Ministry is
inviting students to enter
the chapel for twenty minutes, and pray in adoration
before their next class.
Helping students who
struggle with pornography
addiction is the most prominent focus of the challenge.
Members of the student
body will anonymously
sign up to a private internet
monitoring server, known
as the ‘Coveted Eyes’ software, and will be assigned
an ‘accountability partner,’
who will be able to look
over their internet history.
Accountability partners will
be able to help students who
are struggling with porn
addiction, and will keep in
contact with each other if
one of them does go against
the plan.
Hill hopes that everyone will become more comfortable talking about the
subject.
“I know it’s not a very
popular topic to talk about,

people usually prefer not to,
but I think it’s important to
address it as a major problem,” said Hill. “The goal of
this is to help our students
be free from addiction and
from compulsion. We also
know that pornography has
no positive effect. It is completely evil, and it affects
us in so many detrimental
ways. But I’m happy that
we are pushing this, and we
hope that we break the ice
with this and get people to
be more comfortable about
this.”
Hill also has hopes that
having an accountability
partner will allow students
struggling with any kind of
addiction to be more free.
“I hope that these accountability partners will be
someone that can challenge
others, but also allow them
to be a better person and to
overcome these struggles,
because people don’t have to
live this way. We don’t have
to live enslaved to our pas-
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sions, or to lust. We’re supposed to be free,” said Hill.
Students are also invited to a fish fry on Friday the
29th after Spring Break. The
annual fish fry was formed
by last year’s sophomore
pastoral team, and it will
continue to be organized
and led by them as the junior pastoral team. Unlike
last year, this fish fry will
have more entertainment,
and is expected to have a
larger turnout.
After Spring Break,
Lenten Confessions will
take place during the first
week of fourth quarter for
theology classes, from Mar.
26 to Mar. 29.
SLUH plans to close off
its observation of Lent with
a bonfire on the first Monday after Easter Sunday,
when the school has an offday. Apr. 11 will also feature
a healing prayer service.
Hill hopes that students
will take a risk this Lent,
and that they can challenge
themselves to overcome
their personal sinfulness.
“I think with everything in life, you get out
what you put in. By entering into the practice of Lent,
you are entering a practice
of self-denial, overcoming
sin, overcoming attachments and faults, and giving
more to God, and a time of
preparation for the holiest
parts of the year. I encourage all students to dive in, to
challenge themselves, and to
do more than what they’ve
done in the past. With the
help of God’s grace, we can
overcome our sinfulness
and we can live free, but we
need to make the effort on
our side and to receive from
him,” said Hill.

T

he SLUH chess team
wrapped up its season last
week in a playoff match against
John Burroughs High School.
Despite losing, play was tight
and showed off how far the
team has come this year.
The match’s lineup consisted of senior John Marx
on board one, junior Thomas
Reilly on board two, freshman
Robert Mize on board three,
Junior Garrett Seal on board
four, and junior Ben Gremaud
on board five. The final score
was 6.5 to 23.5, derived from
a win on board five, a draw on
four, and losses on the others.
Boards four and five
wrapped up pretty quickly, and
their outcomes were no small
feat against an opponent of
such stature.
“Gremaud does what he
needs to do and what we ask
of him, and we are grateful for
that,” said Marx.
Meanwhile on board
four, Seal was able to pull out
a draw. After a tactical mistake
that luckily went unnoticed by
the opponent, Seal was “rather
happy” to be able to recognize and counter the opponent’s threats throughout the
game. However, Seal eventually found a threat he couldn’t
handle and forced a draw.
“I had to force a draw,
which I knew I could always
do with my position.”
With these outcomes,
things were looking good for
the team. Of the three top
boards, if any two of them
were able to get a win on one
and a draw on the other, the
team would have come out on
top.
Even when board three
eventually turned into a loss,
there was still plenty of hope

for the team. Both Marx and
Reilly had worked into advantageous positions in the
middle game.
“I think I opened very
strong,” said Reilly, “and played
well in the middle game. There
was really sharp position with
a lot going on but I had a winning position.”
In the end, only one thing
stood in the way of victory:
time. Reilly had used a lot of
his allotted one hour to get
where he was, and now the
river was running dry.
“Time was my biggest issue,” said Reilly “...And in the
end I kinda threw (the game)
away.”
“If each of us had another
five minutes on the clock. I’m
pretty confident we would
have had two victories on
boards one and two, rather
than two losses,” said Esswein.
Meanwhile on board one,
despite earning a significant
material advantage over the
top student in the area (who
hasn’t lost a match in three
years), Marx couldn’t finish in
the endgame, and ultimately
gave up the lead.
Even though the match
didn’t turn out to be a spectacular upset, the team showed up
and there was no disappointment in how they played.
“(The match) was actually a lot closer than (the score)
makes it look,” said Esswein,
“and I’m extremely proud of
how we played.”
Burroughs was the twotime defending champs, and
their team played really hard
this year.
“I don’t have any problem
with any of our players losing
on time,” said team captain
Marx in closing, “because
it means we thought things
through and truly went to
battle.”
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Letter to the editors:
Aquatic athletes suffer with unsafe, poor pool conditions
To the Editors:

Unhealthy.
Unsafe.
Home. These are a few of the
words used by the St. Louis U.
High Swim and Dive and Water Polo teams to describe the
Forest Park Community College Natatorium, where SLUH
Aquatics has practiced since
the 1960s.
Although the state of this
pool has been joked about
several times in several Swim
and Dive Prep News articles,
the underlying issue at play—
the safety of SLUH’s athletes—is hardly a joke, as the
teams are constantly subject
to illness or injury due to the
aged pool.
One of the strangest
things about the pool is its
fluctuating water quality. For
example, the water, which
may be perfectly clear one
day, can become cloudy overnight to the point where one
cannot see the bottom of the
pool from the pool deck. It
may also change color completely as it did this past swim
season, forcing a practice cancellation just two weeks before state.
Another oddity in the
pool’s water comes from its
inability to maintain its depth.
At least every swim and water
polo season for the past four
years, the team has arrived on
the pool deck to find the wa-

ter level nearly two feet below
the surface, forcing several
unanticipated canceled practices. This issue is especially
prevalent for the divers, who
cannot dive when the water is
inches below the surface. Because of this, the divers were
not able to compete in the
annual Blue-and-White Intrasquad meet this past season.
Perhaps the most pressing issue at Forest Park right
now, however, is the water
temperature. The pool has
always alternated between
annoyingly warm and overwhelmingly cold, but in this
past October, the heater broke,
and the water has steadily become colder. The SLUH water
polo team did not set foot on
deck in the first two weeks of
its season, as the temperature
had dropped to 65 degrees—
twelve degrees below the Red
Cross’ regulated temperature.
This frigid water has
been causing health risks for
several years, though. The
Forest Park Community College Pool has, at times, induced side effects similar to
that of hypothermia. In 2016,
a water polo practice had to
be cancelled because swimmers had purple lips, blue
limbs, and were shivering on
the ground outside the pool.
The unmaintained pool
deck tiles, which have led to

an array of injuries ranging
from slipping and getting concussions to sustaining deep
cuts, and cracking pieces of
the wall have posed additional
issues. The most notable safety
hazard concerning the dilapidated structure on deck is the
gaping hole that stretches
across the wall behind the
area where swimmers start
their races and where water
polo goals are set up. A large,
rusting metal pipe is visible
where the wall should be, and
while it is unknown what purpose the pipe serves, if a water
polo ball flies and hits the pipe
in the wrong way, denting it
or causing part of it to come
out of the wall, more dangers
could arise.
All of these cosmetic and
chemical problems contribute
to an issue much larger than
the look and feel of the pool—
they compromise the health
and safety of the athletes who
use the pool.
When walking in on a
practice at Forest Park, it is
commonplace to see someone
hunched over by the ledge of
the pool coughing, unable to
breathe, much less exercise.
The poor air quality on the
pool deck could be attributed
to the natatorium’s lack of air
circulation or the wildly fluctuating chlorine levels, but
this strange concoction of is-

sues has led to several bronchitis cases. On particularly
bad days, large chunks of the
team must get out of the water,
wheezing until the sharp lung
pains or continuous coughing
momentarily subside. Many
swimmers have reported developing chronic asthma and
a reliance on the use of an inhaler as a result of swimming
at Forest Park.
Just as the poor air quality often affects swimmers’
lungs, water polo players, who
are not able to wear goggles
while they swim, often develop eye problems due to the
chlorine levels, and are sometimes blinded for a period of
time after practice. This led to
a car accident a few years ago
when one player’s eyes began
to water as he drove home.
Additionally, these eye problems stretch to schoolwork, as
the chlorine can make vision
blurry, prohibiting athletes
from reading their homework
until they cry the chemical out
of their eyes.
The final and most troubling issue with Forest Park
comes in the locker rooms.
Because Forest Park Community College is open to
the public, anybody is free to
enter the facility throughout
the day. Because of this, athletes must bring all of their
belongings onto the pool deck
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to ensure that they will not be
stolen. Every year, however,
there is somebody who simply
forgets to bring things out to
the pool, falling victim to this
thievery. One swimmer had
his entire backpack stolen,
iPad and all.
Additionally, due to the
public nature of the locker
rooms, the swim and water
polo teams often find themselves changing with strangers and homeless men. In one
particularly chilling incident
this past year, the JV swim
team saw a camera propped up
against the wall facing them.
While it is unclear whether
this camera was recording
them, it frankly does not matter. No high school athletic
team should have to wonder if
they are being watched while
they change.
Upon reading this letter,
one might think that the water
polo team and the swim and
dive team are advocating for
a new pool on campus. This is
not the case. A new pool is an
incredibly large investment,
and the money that it would
take to build and maintain a
pool could be put to better use
serving the school’s mission
of educating men for others.
Still, something must change.
Too many swimmers and water polo players are put in an
unsafe environment when

3

they practice at Forest Park.
This past swim season saw
more illness than any season
prior, and the pool went unoccupied for the first two weeks
of the water polo season. Instead of building a new pool,
perhaps it would be a good
idea to invest more in the pool
that we already have, making
it a safer, healthier place for
SLUH’s students.
Despite all of its shortcomings, “FoPo” has been
home to SLUH Aquatics for
decades, and it is part of the
tradition of St. Louis U. High.
Maybe there is no easy way to
ensure that these teams have a
place to practice each day, and
maybe there is not an easy solution for the health and safety
hazards that it creates for athletes, but we believe that the
SLUH Administration has a
responsibility to continue to
protect the health and safety
of SLUH’s student athletes
by working with Forest Park
Community College to improve the quality of the pool.

Joe Feder, ’19 (main contributor)
Nicholas Dalaviras, ’20
(main contributor)
(Signed): 35 members of
the Swim and Dive Teamand
Water Polo team

TEDxSLUHighSchool

St. Louis U. High will be putting on a
TEDx event on March 15, 2019. The
event will address youth in different
aspects: activism, stress, technology, and more. The event is licensed
for 100 attendees, so students and
faculty/staff interested in attending
should apply on their website www.
sluh.org/tedx/apply.

Across
1- ____, crackle, pop!
2- Another word for
a bucket
4- This pesky critter
invades picnics
5- Love is in the ___
6- “__ are family!”
9- Someone who
chops trees and
wears plaid shirts

11- Sometimes on
assignments, you are
asked to___ a graph
12- “_______ hath
murdered sleep”
14- “Sweet Home
________”
17- The sun rises in
the ____
18- A very high tier
20- NaCl
22- The Twilight ____
24- The wall in

Wrigley Field is
covered with ___
26- What you use to
row a boat
27- Pirates sailed the
seven ____

Down

1- A horror movie
series
2- Colonel Mustard,
Mr. Green,

Professor____
3- A secret villain’s
hideout
4- 63110 is SLUH”s
____ code
7- A slithering sea
creature that shocks
8- Type of saxophone
10- This bible story
is a tale of testing
devotion and
fortitude
11- Type of flatbread

normally found
in Mediterranean
dishes
12- The ends justify
the _____
13- The anchor of
NBC’s Nightly News;
Lester ____
15- A classic sub
sandwich
16- Baseball Team in
New York
19- Controls how

much light enters
the eye
21- The earth rotates
on its ____
23- You skip these
while watching
YouTube
25- The personal
pronoun in the
spanish language
crossword | Braden Kramer
and Luke Altier
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Twins of the month: Happy Birthday to the Mujezinovic boys!
BY Ben
STAFF

Kleffner

J

uniors Amar and Andy
Mujezinovic are both celebrating their seventeenth
birthday today!
The broad-shouldered
brothers hail from South
City and, prior to St. Louis
U. High, attended Premier
Charter School in the St.
Louis Public Schools District. Their path to SLUH
has been considerably different than the average
SLUH student.
“Most kids here (going to SLUH) is like their
dream since grade school,”
said Andy. “We went to
public school so we got introduced through this program (called InspireSTL)
that helps you get into better high schools. They introduced us to the idea of
going to a private school.”
InspireSTL is a program
that guides and inspires
scholars through their entire education. In order to
be accepted into the program you must complete an
application and interview. It
helps students who would
not otherwise be exposed to
the opportunities provided
from a private school education.
“We definitely had to
adjust,” said Amar, on the

more extreme than others,
though, especially considering their background in
wrestling.
“Our chargers are on
my side of the room, so he’ll
lay in my bed to charge his
phone, and I just jump on
him and beat him up,” said
Andy. “We take things out
a lot physically, like roughhousing.”
Besides wrestling, the
dynamic duo has also graced
the Drury Plaza pitch together at SLUH, playing JV
soccer this year. The two
have always had a passion
for the game, and grew up
playing a few blocks from
their house at Tilles park.
“Freshman year we
tried out for soccer. I made
it and (Amar) got cut,” said
Andy.
“That was the first time
we had to do something differently. It was weird, but
I got used to it. I’d just do
work grant and he’d be at
practice,” said Amar.
The two have been
learning how to do things
seperately throughout their
SLUH careers. They have
never had many classes together, except for Russian.
They’ve always been close,
so they find ways to work
around the change.
“It’s somebody whose

Andy and Amar sitting in a park.
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differences between public
and private schools.
The twins stated that
they don’t think they
would’ve gone to SLUH if
both of them had not been
accepted. They’ve gone
through the process together and it had helped them
grow closer. They continuously make an effort to help
each other out, while still
holding them accountable.
“Sometimes one of us is
doing better in school and
the other one is not, and
it’s just like, ‘C’mon Dude!’,”
said Amar. “It’s the same
with like everything, we are
always in competition with
each other so we push each
other.”
Sometimes, the pushing turns to shoving, and
shoving to fighting. The
brothers spend a lot of time
with each other, so conflict
is inevitable. Their method
of dealing with it may be

going through the exact
same rigorous education
as you, so it’s helpful,” said
Andy.
“Studying for tests is a

photo | Ben Kleffner

Andy (left) and Amar (right).

lot easier,” said Amar.
As time has gone
on, they’ve learned how
to handle the increase in
homework load, along with
everything else that comes
with the SLUH experience.
Like most SLUH students,
they’ve become increasingly more involved in clubs,
sports, and other co-curriculars since freshman year.
“Sophomore year was
when we got more involved
in (ACES), school got easier
so it was easier to do stuff
with clubs,” said Amar. “International Club became a
thing this year so we started
doing that.”
The boys’ ethnicity is
a large part of their life and
home culture. Their parents
were both born in Bosnia,
so the twins are the first
generation in their family to
be born in America.
“Our mom says we’re
fraternal, but our dad says
we’re identical,” said Andy.
Whether or not they’re
identical, it’s undeniable
they share a lot of both
physical and personality
traits. This can often cause
friends to confuse them, or
just group them together.
“I like having a twin,”

said Andy. “But sometimes
I feel like if he’s acting annoying they’re gonna be like
‘You guys are so annoying’.”
“Okay yeah especially
at practice they’ll say ‘You
guys are so trash,’ and I just
scored a banger, but he just
missed an open goal,” said
Amar.
Their closeness in appearance isn’t all bad. They
typically try to avoid putting on similar outfits, but
every once in awhile they
slip up.
“We don’t like (matching clothes),” said Andy,
“But one time we went to
Disneyland when we were
younger, and they picked
us out of the audience cause
we were wearing the same
shirt. That was cool.”
“One time we went to
the gym and and were wear-

Amar

ing jackets. We took them
off and we were wearing the
same thing,” said Amar.
The two have a lot in
common but not everything. They both consider
themselves somewhat obstinate people, but to different
extents.
“He’s way more stubborn,” said Andy. “Some
people say like he’s the mean
one and I’m the nice one.”
“That’s not not true,”
said Amar. “But it’s not fully
true.”
They have different academic interests and talents
as well. Andy has always
had an easier time with
school but not by a landslide. Amar has found himself more interested when it
comes to physics.
“I’m kinda figuring out
that I wanna major in busi-

ness in college, and (Amar)
is thinking about architecture.” said Andy.
In hopes to find out
more about this potential
career, Amar is going to
be taking an Engineering
Graphics course which will
touch on some of the basic
principles of architecture.
Looking forward to
the future, the question of
whether or not they would
attend the same college has
been in the back of their
minds. The two think they
would actually prefer to attend the same college although not necessarily. This
time, however, they would
NOT room together. They
agree that the previous 17
years has been more than
enough.

Question

Andy

5’9

Height?

5’8

170

Weight?

160

#2 striker/winger.
Amar
Me for sure I’m stronger.
When he starts annoying
me he just keeps going.
Takes the smallest joke too
far.

Soccer jersey number and 5 or 10, midfielder.
position?
Favorite soccer team and
player?

Chelsea FC, Eden Hazard

Who would win in a fight? I don’t fight little girls.
Biggest pet peeve about
your twin?

Too stubborn for his own
good.

Something about me being What do you think your “He’s sooooo annoying.”
on his side of the room.
twin answered to the question above?
PAC WITH THE GUAC

Favorite music
genre/artist?

Pac with the Guac

Gyro

Favorite food?

Salad

Definitely me, he ain’t want
this smoke.

photo | courtesy of Amar Mujezinovic

Me, I’m a gentleman.

Who’s funnier?

Me.

I’m the favorite child, I’m
older.

Who’s the favorite child?

Me.

We get to confuse people
and I can use him for studying or homework.

Favorite part about being
a twin?

Messing with people.

Always double up on toast.

What do you do with the
coleslaw at Cane’s?

You mean the extra toast?

I’m funnier, he’s dumber.

Andy and Amar.

Who’s better with the
ladies?

9 obviously

6 ÷ 2(1+2) = ?
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Hussung and Boedeker reflect on death of spouses
(continued from page 1)

ty-one hours later, because
of the organ failure, Mary
died.
“I just kind of took
(Mary’s sickness) in stride.
… It made us closer. We just
made that much more use of
our time together. As time
went on, she got weaker.
She couldn’t travel. We had
to stay close to home and
I just rolled with it. We’re
both introverts so we enjoyed being at home,” said
Boedeker. “When our relationship would get difficult
at times—there were some
hard times like anybody else
would have in a marriage—
I would always remember
when we were first together
before she got married. I remember saying to myself, ‘I
can’t imagine wanting to do
anything else, be anywhere
else, except with her.’ So
when the times got hard, I
would think about that and
think ‘I still feel that way.’”
Marsha Hussung had
had an autoimmune illness
since August of 2000. The
illness went into remission,
but Marsha remained on
steroids, making her more
susceptible to cancer. On
Feb. 16, 2018, just days
after Valentine’s Day, the
Hussungs received word of
Marsha’s diagnosis: brain
cancer. From the start, they
both knew recovery was
not going to be an option.
For eight months after her
diagnosis, Marsha’s health
declined and the tumor ravaged her personality and
cognitive functioning, ultimately leading to her death.
“I knew the cancer was
going to take her and I knew
that taking care of her was
going to be intense,” said
Hussung. “My deep prayer
was that the spirit of our
love as a couple would survive and not get lost in this
new relationship of patient
and caregiver. It survived. I
think it survived in part because I asked God to keep it
alive. I think in part wanting
it, I made it happen, but it
also felt like a gift.”
“I came up with a
metaphor—it’s like a pond
or a lake going dry. As her
cognitive fullness is lost,
it’s like water disappearing out of this pond. Part
of why I came up with that
metaphor was to tell myself
that even if all the water is
gone, the shape is still there.
No matter how much she
loses, she’ll never be completely gone while she is still
alive. Sometime in the past
couple of weeks I added to
the metaphor and I decided
that her pond is a spring fed
one. Even as the water was
shrinking, water was flowing into it. Her personality,
many aspects of it were disappearing, but something
very essential about her was
there even in her last day
and her last hours. For me,
that’s the spring—that her
personality is still alive and
thriving and bubbling up,
even while her ability to express things to herself is getting lost.”

Neither Boedeker or
Hussung define their marriages by loss or death—
rather by the decades of lifegiving joy, love, and laughter
each spouse gave the other.
“(Mary) was the most
beautiful woman in the
world to me, extremely intelligent, had a good sense
of humor, a wonderful cook,
she was a good writer, she
was a musician, and a very
loving mother and grandmother,” said Boedeker.
“She was willing to invest
in relationships with people
to a great extent. She took
her relationships very seriously. She cared deeply for
people.”
Mary’s care showed
most clearly through her
motherhood; she was a biological mother of three and
foster mother of more than
a dozen children.
“(Marsha was) sparkling. She loved to laugh,”
said Hussung. “She didn’t
care about how many times
she made a joke. I’ve got that
English teacher concern
about being original and
not making the same joke
over and over again. She
was one of those people that
if she knew you were making a joke, she would laugh
not because she thought it
was funny but because when
people make jokes, it’s just
kind of the human thing
that we do.”
Hussung said Marsha
was always involved with
a project. Her final project
was visiting and caring for
a sick friend, Cathy, who
was hospitalized. Shortly
after Marsha began visiting
Cathy, Marsha was also hospitalized. They both died
later that year, two months

ter Mass that night and I felt
pretty good. (Mary) said,
‘If it would have been me,
I would have told the usher
to go to the rectory to get
her a pillow and blanket.’
She went the extra step. She
went the extra mile for people. That’s just who she was.”
Hussung
said,
“Through this personality
of hers that is just less selfconscious and less anxious
about ‘how is the world
going to perceive me’ and
all, (Marsha) had a kind of
openness and freedom and
warmth that is a way of loving that everybody needs to
have and she had it with almost a natural grace.
“Since Marsha died,
when I feel myself turning
hard-hearted, cold-hearted,
unforgiving, I feel her spirit
in me urging me not to brood
and not to nurse grudges and
to let things go. (Through
recording old journals) I’ve
really dived deep into parts
of our life and I’ve found
grudges she should have
held that she didn’t hold.
That has inspired me to try
to let grudges go and be as
forgiving and warmly loving
as she is.
“There were a couple
of weeks before she died,
on October 19, where she
was in this beautiful place
where she was just trusting,
happy, and affectionate. In
Psalm 131, the psalmist says
‘I am like a weaned child,
resting on its mother’s lap.’
That’s become a favorite because it seems to name this
thing which she embodied.
This aspect of love I learned
from her even when her life
and cognition were under
threat.”
Both Hussung and

Marsha Hussung with her husband and sons.

photo | courtesy of Chuck Hussung

apart.

Both teachers recognize their spouse as one of
their greatest teachers. The
subject: love.
Boedeker recalls a
learning experience from
several years ago, “During
the Easter Vigil on Holy
Saturday night, there was
a woman off the street that
had wandered into church
and laid down in the back
pew and fell asleep. We were
walking in procession with
the people who were going
to be baptized that night
and I saw the woman laying
down in the back, asleep. I
thought ‘that’s fine, she’s not
hurting anybody’ and let
her sleep. The usher kind of
motioned to me and I said,
‘let her go.’ Well I told my
wife after that situation af-

Boedeker met their wives
through choir. Boedeker was
in the seminary choir when
Mary, an organist at her parish, invited them to sing for
an anniversary Mass. Despite meeting then, it took
several months for the two
to grow close. Marsha was
working for her church as
the choir director—a job she
did for 35 years total—when
Hussung was a walk-in visitor. He joined the choir and
began to get to know Marsha. It took three years for
them to become a couple.
Boedeker and Hussung
each had short engagement
periods, both being about
six months. Although Boedeker and Mary were officially engaged only a month,
they had promised to marry
five months prior to the en-

gagement, so they consider
their engagement to be six
months long.
Boedeker was two and
a half years from ordination when he left the seminary for Mary. He had spent
about 10 years preparing
for the priesthood. By the
time his classmates were ordained priests, he was a year
and a half into his marriage.
“(Leaving the seminary) was the hardest decision I ever had to make up

had already happened. And
I was just saying in public
what I had already committed to.”
As part of their wedding, Hussung and Marsha
did something unique for
Baptist weddings: they had
communion.
“We wanted to make
clear that our wedding was
an expression of our faith,
not just ‘we were getting
married at church because
that’s what people do,’ and

Mary Boedeker with her husband and grandchildren.

photo | courtesy of Allen Boedeker

to that point,” said Boedeker. “Everybody in my family, my parents included,
figured I was on my way to
priesthood. They were more
afraid of the situation that
Mary was in. First of all,
she was five years older, had
been married, I had never
dated, had no siblings, had
no dealings with children—
other than working at Cardinal Glennon hospital—
and everyone thought I was
nuts and had gone off the
deep end.”
Before he left, he had to
complete a trip to Israel.
“I had one more thing
to do and that was I had
signed up for a trip to study
and tour,” he said. “I went
off to Israel almost for the
whole month of January and
my parents hoped I had gotten some sense and was going to stay in the seminary
and I said, ‘no, I’m leaving.’
So I did. We were married
within 9 months.”
In the end, it all worked
out. Mary became an essential part of the family and
eventually cared for Boedeker’s parents before they
passed away.
Hussung’s proposal was
spontaneous. On the day it
happened, Marsha was talking about marriage, which
inspired Hussung to pop the
question.
“She started talking
about marriage and I have
a long-standing feeling that
you should either agree
to get married or not talk
about it. … She started talking and I don’t remember
exactly what I said, but I remember the feeling of what
I said, which was ‘making
you happy makes me happy
and I want to spend the rest
of my life trying to make
you happy and make your
life good,’” said Hussung.
To Hussung, the words
he spoke to her were his
vows.
“I felt like I had already
promised everything that
a wedding could ask me to
promise,” said Hussung.
“The wedding was not the
no turning back point; that

that felt like a way to seal
that,” said Hussung.
This expression of faith
carried well into their marriage and also into Hussung’s continuous love for
his wife.
“If you’ve (read) Dante,
you would know a woman
named Beatrice becomes
this flashpoint of God’s
grace for Dante and she
never ceases to be that for
him,” he said. “I see falling in love with Marsha as
me discovering this divine
grace in her, this Christlikeness in her. I didn’t define it exactly like that at the
time, but that’s what it feels
like as the decades have
carried me and as I’ve read
Dante and so forth. That’s
how I’ve come to see it.
“A brain tumor takes
away so much of who you
are and how you interact
with the world and as it
stripped those things away
from her, what was left was
this very childlike, trusting, loving person. She was
Christ to me in her illness
and in her passing.”
According to Boedeker,
Mary’s sickness did not worry her. Despite knowing her
illness would lead to death,
she remained steadfast in
faith. She also had a twoyear-old brother who died
within 24 hours of her birth
and was eager to meet him.
“She was ready. She was
eager. It did not bother her
in the least,” said Boedeker.
“She had a spiritual director that she would talk to on
a regular basis and he was
the one who had the funeral
Mass. He said, ‘I have rarely
met anyone who is more
ready to die.’ She was ready,
willing, and able.”
Boedeker
continued,
“I’ve always said that as a
husband, it’s my job to get
her to heaven and it was her
job to get me to heaven and
it was just going to happen
sooner than expected.”
At the time of Mary’s
death, the Boedeker family
came together from across
the midwest. Because of
an ice storm that came the
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weekend of her funeral,
many out of state family
members were trapped in St.
Louis. He credits his family,
but even more so his faith,
for helping him through
Mary’s death.
“(Without my faith)
I couldn’t have gotten
through this,” said Boedeker. “I can be happy for her
that she’s in heaven. I don’t
regret one minute of having
married her, of leaving the
seminary. It was all good.
It’s a change, but I’m not unhappy.
“I’ve got her picture on
the dresser. When I go to
sleep, even when we were
together, in my prayers, I
would always say, ‘Thank
you Lord for this beautiful
wife’ and I continue to say
that after 38 years.”
Despite Marsha not being physically present, Hussung still tries to experience
her absence as presence.
“I’ve been trying to experience absence as presence,” he said. ‘It doesn’t always work but when it does
work, it’s not just a trick I’m
playing on myself. Vacancy
in some ways is defined
by what could be there, so
there’s kind of a shape of
Marsha in my daily living, a
shape of her absence in me
as her shaping me over the
years. The shaping is still
true, still there, and it feels
physically meaningful to try
to experience someone who
is absent as still present and
experience their absence as
presence.”
Hussung has also found
comfort through literature,
specifically
Shakespeare’s
Romeo and Juliet, a play
which he has taught for
many years and also acted
in at SLUH, months before
Marsha’s death.
“(In Act two, scene six)
the friar is worried about
the wedding and says, ‘So
smile the heavens upon this
holy act that after-hours
with sorrow chide us not.’
And Romeo says, ‘Amen,
amen. But come what sorrow can, It cannot countervail the exchange of joy that
one short minute gives me
in her sight.’ Romeo knows
that sorrow will come, he
didn’t go put it that way,
but love always leads to sorrow. If it didn’t come now,
it would come someday. My
parents are both living. One
of them is going to lose the
other and their love is going to end in sorrow, not
ultimately, but their love is
going to lead to sorrow. Romeo says that it doesn’t matter, there’s so much joy in
the sorrow that it’s worth it.
“One of the truths that
I found along the way—
Someone would say, they
don’t have enough time to
fall in love. And I would
say, ‘my parents who are 88
and 89, when one of them
dies, they’ll still feel like the
didn’t have enough.’ It’s never going to be enough. My
wife and I got 31 and a half
years. It wasn’t enough and
it was more than enough for
a long, long time ago.”
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Renovations to bring excitement
to SLUH campus

(continued from page 1)

for Academics. The space will
also include a faculty workroom and a conference room.
The new administrative space
will be bigger in capacity, allowing for larger offices and
more space for Dean of Students Brock Kesterson and
Assistant Dean of Students
Dan Schulte to deal with students after school.
The eastern end of the
Center for Academic Success
will house both School and
College Counseling. Instead
of having the Counseling
Department split between
two different rooms, the new
space will allow them to be
together. The new space will
include an individual office
for each counselor and a new
feature: a conference room.
Ever since the Commons
was constructed in 2012, the
old cafeteria has been underused, making it an ideal place
to start renovations.
“Starting with part of the
building that right now is way
underutilized, the old cafeteria, it’s sort of like making the
right chess moves,” said Principal the Rev. Ian Gibbons, S.J.
“You have to clear the board
in order to make the attacks
you’re trying to do, and until
you get to that point you’re
sort of stuck.”
Fr. Marco’s hangout and
the Archives Committee are
currently the only two occupants in the old cafeteria.
To accommodate the Center
for Academic Success, the
Archives Committee will be
moved to a new apartment
located behind the garden.
Fr. Marco’s hangout is set to
move to a corner in the Commons.
As a result of the Counseling Department’s departure, the Admissions Department will move into their
old space. Because Director
of Admissions Ann Murphy
is currently separated from
Assistant Director of Admissions Jennifer Thomas and
Adam Cruz, the new move
will be beneficial because they
will all be in one common
place.
Just across the hall from
the Old Cafeteria, where a
women’s bathroom currently
is, will be the location of the
new Learning Center. Tucked
in the back corner of the library, the current Learning
Center is not up to standards
in both size and location, but
that will change.
The new Learning Center will be in a space that is
both visible and accessible to
students. It will also be noticeably larger, allowing more
space for extended time test-

ing and tutoring.
“I am most excited about
designing a space that truly
communicates a welcoming,
supportive message to help
energize SLUH students and
learning coaches in the joyful, holy, hard work of learning how to be better learners,”
said Director of Learning
Center Tim Curdt.
The women’s bathroom is
going to be relocated to a new
location close to the loading
dock, and the staircase to the
basement will be filled in to
accommodate the Learning
Center.
In addition to the Center for Academic Success, the
Campus Ministry office is
slated to move to the back of
the chapel, which will be decreased by about one-third of
its current size. Like the current Campus Ministry office,
the new one will feature lots
of space for student interaction and individual offices,
albeit smaller ones to provide for more common space.
However, the biggest addition
will be a conference room that
features tinted glass; it will allow people in the conference
room to see in the chapel, but
not vice-versa.
“It’s exciting and creative
to think about how we could
use the space, how we could
use it, and also adding some
elements,” said the Rev. Joseph Hill, S.J.
The chapel itself will also
receive some touch ups, such
as adding more natural light
and restoring some of the
original features. The sets of
doors at the front will also be
eliminated. Because the chapel is only used for one class
at a time, a capacity of about
350 people was logical.
Hill is hopeful the renovations will change the way
students enter and exit the
chapel.
“I would say right now
the chapel is not treated like
a chapel by the students in
terms of their comportment
and the way they come into
the space and leave the space,”
said Hill. “I’m hoping that is
going to change in the reconfiguration because the front
doors are no longer going to
be there; there will only be
doors in the back. It’s going to
have a stronger feel of being a
chapel.”
Another large project for
the future is the construction
of the World Learning Center,
a two story, naturally lit learning center which will hold
the library and collaborative
classrooms. If completed, it
will be located in the central
corridor where the administrative offices, second floor

classrooms, and math, science, and foreign language
department offices are located.
The construction of a
Multimedia Lab has also been
discussed, and that would
serve as the home for all of
SLUH’s media clubs, such as
Prep News and Sisyphus. Located in the basement, it will
provide all the media clubs
with a state-of-the-art workspace to foster collaboration
and creativity.
“What the Prep News
does on a weekly basis is outstanding, but we also know
that journalism is changing
rapidly, and if you get on the
Wall Street Journal or New
York Times website, it’s not
just print, but they’re also
working in video and audio
and graphics,” said Agniel.
“How do we position our
journalists so they have the
opportunity to develop the
broadened skill set that the
field of journalism is developing today?”
Although plans for renovations have been discussed,
nothing yet is finalized and
a complete timeline has not
been complied.
“There’s not an established timeline, so in terms of
moving from dreaming, visualizing, and trying to realize
the strategic plan, everything
is moving in a way we expected. I think that it’s not like
we’re going to snap our fingers and there’s new spaces on
campus, which I think is good
news,” said Agniel. “Having
changes to our physical plan
that happen gradually will allow us to live into those spaces
and so there’s not severe disruption in any school year.”
According to Agniel, the
donors are needed to fund the
projects.
“We’re still very actively
working with our donors
and alumni to help them to
have a sense for our vision
of the third century, and ask
for their support to make it a
reality,” said Agniel. “But we
need their support. We can’t
just move forward without
having the resources needed
to do it.”
Students are excited for
the future renovations.
“The changes ahead are
going to bring a totally new
dynamic, and even though
there will be disruptions from
construction, the result will
be great,” said junior P.J. Butler.
“I think the construction
is really cool and I’m excited
to see SLUH keep improving
for future Jr. Bills,” said junior
Peter Michalski.

STUCO’s first Mission Week seen
as success by community

Students posing for a photo at the mixer.

(continued from page 1)

donate, STUCO coordinated lighthearted fundraising
events.
“I wanted to make sure
that there were fun events
to build spirit around,” said
STUCO President Thom Molen. “I knew that when people
were having fun, they were
more likely to donate.”
The Mission Week mixer,
a new event had 850 attendees
and was a large factor in raising money.
“It was a good turnout by
the SLUH boys, and I think it
could continue to be a thing
in the future, because it did
a great job of raising money,”
said Molen.
Competition
between
classes also drove students to
donate more money and food
items. At the end of the week,
the senior class scored the
most points.
“There were a lot of
people who drove us. Chris
Staley really rallied the boys,
and his homeroom raised a
lot of money. It was these in-

dividuals who got the collective group to do better,” said
Senior Class President Alfie
Arun.
Competition, fun, and
personal generosity together
made for a charitable week.
“The combination of the
events, straight-up donations,
and the competition of Penny
Wars added together made a
lot for the week,” said Molen.
Before and in the midst
of the lighthearted events and
competition of the week, the
Pastoral Team and STUCO
worked to make students
aware of the mission of the
week.
“When chatting with
people, everyone seemed to
know what the mission was,”
said Deves. “Freshman Pastoral Team and Reed Milnor did
a really good job with back-toback prayer services. STUCO
did a good job of drawing the
focus back to food insecurity.
So, I think the idea and mission were definitely present.”
“The mission of food insecurity didn’t get lost in all

Mr. Dan Schulte being taped to a wall during the Faculty Festival.

Correction
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the fun activities,” said Arun.
“At the beginning of the day,
we were reminded we were
helping people in need. At
lunch, we had prayer. After
school, our prayer had to do
with food insecurity.”
STUCO, Campus Ministry, Pastoral Team, and the
Facilities Department together put in hours of hard
work to make the busy week
smooth and successful.
“The week required a lot
of work from not just STUCO, but from Campus Ministry and the maintenance
staff who put in a lot of work
behind the scenes,” said Mueller. “We’re very thankful for
everyone who supported in
the week.”
“To see so many people
dedicated to a cause is inspiring. I’m really blessed and
grateful for those people,” said
Deves. “I trust fully the leadership of where this is going for
Mission Weeks in the future.
The week was a testament to
the caring and compassionate
community we have.”

photo | Miguel Cadiz

In last week’s issue of the Prep News, the photo of the Clavius Jamboree on page 2 was misattributed to
Mrs. Kathy Chott. The photo was taken by junior Miguel Cadiz. On page 4, the photos in the Mission
Week Spread were misattributed to Mrs. Kathy Chott and senior Louis Barnes. The photos were taken
by Louis Barnes and junior Miguel Cadiz. On page 7 a photo of a B Team Hockey player was mis-captioned as junior Preston Johnson. The photo was of sophomore captain John Browdy. The Prep News
regrets these errors.
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Safety protocal slows speedy progress of Innovation Lab

The classroom located inside the Innovation Lab.

(continued from page 1)

there is an early adopter,”
said Science Department
Chair Mary Russo.
Safety policies continue to be developed as
different machines fill the
space and many problems
emerge through trial and
error. Since the lab is a new
establishment unlike any
other space in the school,
the safety committee was
tasked with creating a safety
protocol and procedure list.
Senior Sean McLaughlin and
junior Sirius Song are leading a safety committee with
Russo.
“Right now, we’re writing general rules to keep the
space safe and clean,” said
McLaughlin.
“We’re still in the very
beginnings of the early
adopter phase. Our plan is
for next year to have it up
and running for the academic year for anyone who
is interested in using it for
classes,” said Gibbons.

Projects have begun in
the lab with the laser cutter and the robotics team,
but the lab is mostly vacant
throughout the day. Physics
teacher Kent Kershenski, the
chair of the SLUH Innovation Lab team (SILT), has
been holding class in the
classroom area and utilizing
the space with his physics
students.
“It’s an impressive space,
but we still don’t have all the
tools in place, and more importantly we don’t have the
personnel in place to make
this a functional maker
space in terms of our average
student,” said Kershenski.
The administration is
searching for a full-time employee to oversee the usage
of the lab and maintain the
space for safe, collaborative,
and dynamic education.
“We’re knee deep in the
hiring process for the director of the Innovation Lab,”
said Gibbons.
One issue that has aris-

photo | Louis Barnes

en is the lack of available
time for the lab to be used
because so few people in the
building have been trained
to use the space. The lab is
mostly empty throughout
the day, and its usage revolves around the select few

who have the full knowledge
of the lab’s facilities. An innovation lab director could
solve this problem.
“I think there is frustration over the accessibility to
the space, but I think that
there’s really no good solu-

tion they have because we
don’t have a faculty member
to run the space so there’s no
easy solution,” said senior
Cam Glynn.
“There is no one down
in the space to keep students
safe. So, the fabrication lab is
not open because that is the
most dangerous part of the
lab,” said Russo. “We need
training protocols.”
Most major safety issues
stem from the fabrication
space. It contains saws for
woodcutting and other major machinery. They are setting up external vents in the
fabrications lab to keep dust
build up down
A pressing issue in the
lab is ventilation. With the
laser cutter, fumes are released that could be potentially dangerous, but dryer
vents and internal vents for
the machine are being implemented and improved to
make the fumes safer.
“We put in a vent for the
Glowforge, and it is not performing optimally, so now
we have to pivot and make
sure that it is performing optimally,” said Russo.

The 3-D printers in the Innovation Lab.

While a great deal of the
tools are in the lab already,
some are still waiting to arrive. One of the main attractions is a computer numerical control (CNC) router
which allows for customizable wood cutting. The router is in the process of being
ordered. With a CNC, students will be able to design
projects on the computer
and send them to the cutter
to get a wood cut wood.
While the Innovation
Lab has had some backtracking, Gibbons, Russo, and
some of the students are not
discouraged, for the postponements allow more time
for the lab to be safe and
ready to open.
“Any good process will
have a bit of backtracking.
You just don’t have hindsight
as 20/20 and that is true with
every single process you do,”
said Russo.
“We want to encourage
exploration while also doing that in a safe manner. We
don’t want to hold people
back due to safety measures,
but we do want to keep people safe,” said Glynn.

photo | Louis Barnes

Kovarik’s book provides enriching Paris trip this summer to extend
Bicentennial Pilgrimage
history of SLUH for readers
BY Johno Jackson and
Nathan Rich
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

I

t was over a year ago
when
communications
director Ben DuMont reach
out to English teacher and
director of equity and inclusion Frank Kovarik, ’94,
with the hope that Kovarik
would write a book untangling the timeline of a centuries old institution’s history rooted in tradition as
much as its forgotten past.
Kovarik agreed, and the rest
is history.
His diligent work to
overcome the daunting
challenge manifested itself
in To God, With Gratitude,
a coffee table book detailing
the pre and post Backer memorial story of SLUH. Two
months after its December
2018 publication, the book
continues to shape for readers the story of a school with
an unquantifiable impact on
the young men who have

walked its halls.
While the bicentennial
year may no longer grace the
calendars of alums the world
over, the significant of 2018
and 200 years of SLUH finds
itself between the pages of
Kovarik’s book for the enjoyment of SLUH students,
parents, alumni, or anyone
else looking to learn more
about SLUH’s history from
the book, which is available
for purchase on sluh.org as
well as in the spirit shop.
For many readers, the
book serves both as a reminder of a past they knew
as well as the vehicle for
understanding a past they
didn’t.
“I especially liked the
more recent times because
the people that they talked
about are all people that I
knew well,” said assistant
principal for academics
Tom Becvar. “I was really
impressed when I saw the
book. I thought Mr. Kovarik

had done a really good job.”
Since its publication,
Kovarik has received praise
for his work.
“It’s been fun. It’s been
great to get feedback from
people who have read it,”
said Kovarik. “It’s been nice
to hear from some of the
people who are in it that
they liked it and it represents the school well.”
Kovarik
described
working on the project as an
honor and a privilege.
“Mr. Kovarik did a
great job of synthesizing
the many facets of our 200year history into a book
that highlights our proud
tradition, from legendary
Jesuits, teachers, coaches
and alumni to incredible
accomplishments balanced
by hurdles and challenges,”
said DuMont. “In the end,
it gives the reader a feeling
of being part of something
very special.”

BY Nicholas Dalaviras and
conclusion that we should finWill Slatin
REPORTERS		
ish the journey,” said Hill. “So
we thought, what if we picked
s an extension of the 2018 up the story in Paris?”
Bicentennial Pilgrimage
In Paris, Hill wants to take
to Spain, the Rev. Joseph Hill, the students to the University
S.J., theology teacher Mike of Paris, where Ignatius studLally, and ten students are ied theology and met the men
planning to embark on a trip who would help him form the
to Paris to continue the jour- Jesuits, and to the place where
ney of St. Ignatius as he formed the men would take their first
the Society of Jesus.
vows.
Last summer, ten rising
While in Paris, the group
sophomores and juniors pil- will also see the Notre Dame
grimaged through Spain, visit- and sightsee at famous landing sites in Loyola, Montserrat, marks such as the Louvre.
Manresa, and Barcelona where
After a few days in Paris,
St. Ignatius grew in his spiri- Hill and the group will move to
tual life and discovered the Rome, where the Society of Jebase teachings that would in- sus was founded, and tour the
spire the Society of Jesus. This first Jesuit Church and school,
summer, Hill wanted to go and finally end Ignatius’s jouron a trip similar to the Spain ney by going to his tomb to pay
pilgrimage, and after careful respects to the man who indeliberation, decided that the spired for the foundation of St.
group would fly to Paris and Louis University High School.
Rome and continue following
When in Rome, the stuIgnatius’s life path.
dents will also get to see iconic
“We batted around differ- Catholic sites like St. Peter’s
ent ideas until we came to the Basilica and the Vatican mu-

A

seum.
Hill hopes that the powerful combination of traveling
as a group of brothers along
a path of prayer and fun will
bring the group an experience
that they will never forget.
“The primary goal of the
pilgrimage is to encounter
God, to receive a grace, and
to be changed by the journey,”
said Hill. “But, at the same
time, there will be a very rich
cultural and historical experience.”
Through coming together, Hill hopes that he can foster the same bond formed by
the participants of the Spanish
pilgrimage and help each individual along in their faith journeys to bring the culture back
to SLUH.
“We have to rediscover in
our time the grace of pilgrimage,” said Hill. “It is something
that we want to incorporate
into the life at SLUH because it
is a rich and powerful experience.”

On to State! Hockey breezes past Kirkwood in game two semis Volleyball
BY Blake Obert
CORE STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High
hockey team is no
stranger to big games, and
last Saturday’s second game
of the semifinals was nothing short of that. Since the
team’s bumpy start to the
playoffs, the Jr. Bills have
been consistent in their
play and have dominated
their opponents, outscoring
the opposition in the last
five games 20-2. Kirkwood,
however, did not go down
without a fight. SLUH narrowly avoided a minigame,
beating the Pioneers 3-1, to
secure a place in the State
Championship game.
Both teams cleary had
a sense of urgency early on.
“There was a heightened sense of urgency. The
pressure to advance to the
championship is huge,” said
head coach Jack Behan. “I
think those factors made
the task difficult, but I think
the guys stayed the course.”

photo | Mrs. Gina Bak

Senior Henry Wagner celebrating a goal in front of Kirkwood.

The calm demeanor
from SLUH and the aggressive play from Kirkwood
seemed to counteract in
the first, leading to neither
team possessing the puck
for long, and keeping the
offensive opportunities few
and far between. As the period progressed, though,

both teams fell back into
their normal style of play,
with Kirkwood pulling back
slightly and SLUH picking
up the physicality. The score
remained at 0-0 through the
completion of the first.
“All we had to do was
tie the game,” said sophomore defenseman Matthew

Warnecke. “We didn’t go
into the game expecting to
blow them out. We knew
their goalie was going to
make some good saves, and
we wanted to keep it close
and hopefully beat them
in regulation and if worse
came to worst we’d take
them in the minigame. We

pretty much had two lives.”
The second period
brought a boost in energy.
Offensive opportunities became much more common,
and both student sections
fired up. As play intensified,
Kirkwood’s section began
calling out senior captain
Henry Wagner, who sent a
message with a big hit, followed by a rocket shot resulting in a goal, which sent
SLUH’s fans into a frenzy
and put the Jr. Bills up 1-0
with 5:26 left.
“It was really exciting, especially with all the
people there,” said Simoncic. “It got really loud, and
everyone’s adrenaline got
pumping. Once we got one,
we started getting really
confident and wanted to get
another.”
Two minutes later,
Wagner sent a pass to Simoncic, who buried the puck
on a power play to give
SLUH a 2-0 lead.
SLUH only got com-

continued on page 11

Basketball plagued by injury,
Track gets running
inexperience; emphasis on character start; 4x800 to shine
BY Chris Staley and
Jimmy Stanley

SPORTS EDITOR, CORE STAFF

G

oing into the season, the
St. Louis U. High basketball team had a lot of ground
to make up. With a lot of
new players, including many
talented underclassmen, the
team (5-22) had to work together to play better basketball, especially to fix their
turnover and rebounding
problems. Enduring injuries
and a large number of losses,
the players put a lot of emphasis on their character and to be
better “men for others.”
“My main goal was to
kind of get them to mesh pretty good and really build on a
defense that we’ve been kind
of having,” said head coach
Erwin Claggett.
The roster was full of either non-starting returning
varsity players or completely
new varsity players. The team
chemistry was hard to get

down, and playing with an
entirely new squad took some
time.
“It was pretty difficult
getting used to playing with
so many new guys but it didn’t
take long for us to figure out
how to play with each other
and for each other, ” said senior captain Carter Kane.
The team’s 0-8 start was
not entirely a surprise.
“I knew that it would be
one of the most inexperienced
teams that I’ve ever coached
because even the upperclassmen hadn’t had a lot of varsity
experience and we were gonna be mixing in some of the
younger kids at the same time,
so I knew that was going to be
a challenge,” said Claggett.
Despite their record, four
young superstars emerged
as critical parts of the team.
Freshmen Luke Johnston,
Jaden McClain, Nick Kramer,
and sophomore Freddie Cooper all became starters or im-

Basektball seniors watching their
young teammates from the bench.

portant players throughout
the year.
“I think a lot of that preparation came from practice
and from the seniors telling
them what their expectations
were and from them getting
experience from the games
in the first place,” said senior
Christian Wallace-Hughes. “I
think that they are prepared
now, but during the season
they still had some things that
they had to get over like their
lack of communication, their
lack of presence on the court,
their inexperience, and their
lack of confidence.”
While trying to find a
way to play better, the team
found that it was smart for
most of the underclassmen to
play together and get valuable
varsity minutes to help them
later.
“It just kind of transpired
that way where we start kind of
focusing on the younger kids
and they start playing a little
better and the fact that they
got healthy,” said Claggett.
Claggett kept powering
through with the season, even
after losing Kramer who suffered a gruesome broken arm
against Trinity, and junior Wes
Gould, who hurt his ankle numerous times. The team never
had a full healthy roster until
almost the end of the season.
“I think the one thing
that plagued us this year was
the fact that we didn’t have a
healthy roster until like two
weeks before the season ended,” said Claggett. “At some
point in time during the year,
we had guys with broken
bones, poor muscles, and we
had a ton of injuries.”
Not allowing turnovers,
photo | Sulli Wallisch and getting rebounds on both

BY Chris Staley
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High
track and field team has
returned from the offseason
ready to run faster times,
throw oddly shaped objects
farther, and jump higher
and longer and longer and
longer. After grinding another long offseason, the
team is ready to send another group to state after graduating three of last year’s state
competitors.
The winter offseason is
one of the hardest seasons
to train in, but under head
coach Joe Porter, the athletes are bound to work out
in some way to get in shape,
whether it be other sports,
weights, or just running.
“I’ve been running almost every day since last
season ended and that’s really helped me to stay in
shape,” said senior captain
Chuck Perry. “Cross country
went really well for me, and

I found running with my
teammates has really helped
me focus on running.”
At the beginning of the
season, more students came
out than expected.
“We’re excited. This is
our largest team in a couple
of years,” said Porter. “We’re
at 101 athletes right now,
and we’re excited about the
depth that we have in a lot of
the different events.”
The standout of the season is easily the 4 x 800 relay, which got third at state
with a time of 7:51.40. Even
with an amazing team last
year, this year seems to be
more promising with some
incredible times at a time
trial.
“A year ago we were
excited because our fouth
guy was 2:07, and this time
we had five guys at 2:02 or
faster,” said Porter. “Lazarus (Williams) at 1:58, Patrick (Hetlage) at 1:59, Lucas

continued on page 10 The 4x800 team at State last May.

continued on page 11
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sets its
eyes on
State; new
approach
after
undefeated
season
BY Chris Staley and
Matthew Thibodeau

SPORTS EDITOR, CORE STAFF

A

fter an undefeated State
Championship season, the
2019 St. Louis U. High volleyball
team, with six returning seniors,
will grind against a tougher field
of competition than last year
with the ultimate goal of winning another State Championship.
This year’s team will consistently face off against competitive teams.
“There’s a lot of talent this
year, unlike past years where
it’s kinda been us and Lafayette, and then everyone else a
tier down,” said head coach Jeff
Cheak. “There’s probably about
four or five other teams that are
going to be really good: Vianney,
De Smet, Kirkwood, Pattonville.
So some new schools that are always in that second tier are now
in the first tier, so we’re gonna
have our hands full for about
half of our schedule.”
Although without six players who graduated last year,
the team features six seniors
and two juniors from last year’s
squad. The experienced seniors
will take the lead this year with
knowledge, and thirst for another title.
“We know what it takes to
win, and we know what we have
to do this year, and we want it
again. We’re not gonna be satisfied with only one,” said senior
Brian Venhaus.
“It’ll be good to have so
many returning players because
that experience is invaluable for
them to understand what it takes
to get back there. It’s a different
makeup of guys, so every year
it’s about figuring out the group
of guys, and then figuring out
how to get to the State Championship, but the benefit of having
half the team back from last year
is nice,” said Cheak.
Unlike the seniors from
last year, this year’s seniors don’t
have the same type of physicality and skill as their elders. To
compensate, the team is trying
to work around that setback by
using their SLUH brains to play
smarter and create a stronger
chemistry.
“With this group, I don’t
think we’re as physical as we’ve
been in the past, where we’ve
had a lot of power, a lot of
height,” said Cheak. “I think this
team is going to have to work
smart to beat a lot of teams,
and being from SLUH, I think
we have that already instilled
with a lot of these guys. I think

continued on page 11

SPORTS

March 8, 2019

Prep News

AMDG

Volume 83, Issue 23

9

They do it again! Racquetball steals the show at Nationals beating out
second place by over 1,000 points
(continued from page 1)

from Southridge, Ore., 15-0,
15-4. He then beat Cole Hartman of Wayzata High School
in Minnesota with a series of
tough matches winning 15-2,
14-15, 11-3.
Unfortunately, in his
next match, Hayes faced the
eventual champion, Antonio
Rojas from Langston Hughes
Academy—California, who,
with near perfect down the
line passes and pinches, beat
Hayes 15-2, 15-2.
Hayes however, had a
second chance to shine when
he and junior Nick Schulze
played in the No. 1 doubles
bracket, making it all the way
to the finals. The team won its
first match 15-1, 15-3, leading
them to play a tough match
that would take them to the
tiebreaker. As a team, Schulze
and Hayes controlled the front
of the court and ended up
coming back from losing the
first match to win 8-15, 15-14,
11-5.
“I was used to high pressure situations because of
State, so I felt comfortable
during the tiebreaker during
the round of 16,” said Hayes.
After winning their next
match 15-8, 15-12, Hayes and
Schulze played against Eric
Lou and Vedant Chauhan of
Dougherty Valley in California, trying their best to control
the court and hit nice ceiling
shots, but their shots came off
the back wall and their opponents punished them. The
SLUH team was able to hit
a few smart passes and wide
angle shots to get a few points,
but in the end, they lost 15-9
in the first round and 15-10 in
the second.
“Well, I got carried pretty
hard by Hayes,” said Schulze.
“I just tried to not mess up,
and he basically put all the
shots away. He played really
well in the front of the court.”
The No. 2 seed from
SLUH, senior Joe Miner,
played outstanding in the
No.2 Gold Bracket finishing in
second place. Seeded No. 4 in
his bracket, Miner had a bye
in the 32nds round. In the 16s,
he beat Will Post from Beaverton, Ore. 15-10, 15-11. He remained smart with his passes
and took the win.
In the quarterfinals, Miner had another competitive
match against Devin Leigh
from Sunset High School, Ore.

Miner played strong in both
matches, winning 15-9, 15-13
to advance to the semifinals in
the Gold Bracket.
Miner came out strong
against Nathan Soltis from
Wayzata High School in Minnesota, winning the first game
15-5. However, he struggled in
the second game and battled
to the end, ultimately falling
15-13 to force the tiebreaker.
In the tiebreaker, Miner came
back strong and played smart,
percentage racquetball to win
11-2.
“I was not better than
many of the kids I played, I just
outsmarted them,” said Miner.
“I was playing my best when I
just slowed down and figured
out how to beat my opponent
rather than trying to kill the
ball and hit cool shots.”
After a hard-fought
match, Miner had qualified
for the finals in the No. 2 Gold
division and was set to face
the bracket’s No. 3 seed: Rory
Lampe from Sprague, Ore.
The first game was long and
competitive, and after going
back and forth, Lampe pulled
away to win 15-13. Miner had
strong passes and pinches
against Lampe, making him
dive, but in the end, Lampe
put shots away that were almost impossible for Miner to
get to.
The second game was not
quite as close and Miner fell
15-5 to finish second place
in the bracket but not before
earning SLUH many points.
Lampe stepped up his game
and completely dominated
the court, making it difficult
for Miner to return a lot, but
Miner remained strong and
kept rallies going when he
could.
“In the championship, he
was the better player and there
was nothing I could do about
it,” said Miner. “I got sloppy
and he capitalized on it. I was
honestly just pumped to be
in the championship of that
bracket, though. I wasn’t supposed to be there. I had been
cast off at the start of the year
and to be in that match just
proved my skill to myself and
my coaches. It was surreal.”
Junior Andrew Porterfield kept up the streak of winning big for SLUH, this time
winning first in the No. 3 Gold
Bracket.
“In the past years, I was
in the No. 6 bracket, so I faced

much more difficult competition in Nationals than in the
past, but nonetheless I think I
played very well,” said Porterfield.
As the No. 1 seed in the
bracket, Porterfield had a bye
in the first round—the 16’s. In
his first game in the quarterfinals, he faced off against Harrison Moore from Southridge,
Ore. winning 15-6, 15-11.
In the semifinals, Porterfield
had a much smoother match
against Sachin Pillai from
Sunset High School in Oreg.
He used his typical strong
ceiling balls to dominate Pillai
and win 15-6 and 15-7 to advance to the finals.
The championship match
was much more of a battle
for Porterfield. He faced off
against the No. 3 seed William Sherman from Lafayette
High School. Porterfield controlled his first game winning
15-9, but faltered in his second
game, falling 15-6.
It all came down to one
more match, a tiebreaker.
Porterfield had strong serves
in the first match that lead to
Sherman setting Porterfield
up to finish him with a low
pass. After Sherman hit many
low shots in the second game,
giving him the lead and eventually winning the second
match, Porterfield got his head
back in the game, and used
his strong pinch shot to kill
the rally. The tiebreaker went
back-and-forth but ultimately
Porterfield prevailed, winning
11-9 to become the victor of
the No. 3 Gold Bracket.
“I was exhausted but after
I shook my opponent’s hand I
was met with a wave of congratulations from the team
and coaches,” said Porterfield.
Nick Schulze competed
and was victorious in the No.
4 Gold bracket. As the No.1
seed in his bracket, Schulze
had a bye in the round of 16.
In his first match in the quarterfinals, Schulze absolutely
dominated against Cameron
Rensing from De Smet winning 15-1,15-6. Schulze never
let down his momentum from
the beginning and although
faced with a slightly closer
match in the semifinals against
Alex Lancia from Parkway
West, still cleanly won both
games 15-9, 15-8. In the
championship, Schulze continued to dominate and used
good passes and kill shots to

Team and coaches congratulate freshman Danny Phillips.

win 15-4, 15-6 over No. 2 seed
Josh Bradshaw from Sprague,
Oreg. and become the champion of the No. 4 Gold bracket.
“I had already seen a lot
of the competition since I only
played one guy from Oregon
so that helped me out a lot,”
said Schulze.
Schulze also stayed on
the attack in all his games. He
kept up the pressure and did
not lose a single game in the
single tournament.
“I started off strong each
game and kept up the pressure,” said Schulze. “That
helped me a lot to stick to my
game and play smart racquetball.”
“I think Nick Schulze was
incredible during Nationals,”
said coach Stephen Deves.
“He played doubles with Matt
Hayes and that was a level of
racquetball from Nick that I
think has topped anything he’s
done before.”
Senior Ryan Juergens
took on the gold No. 5 bracket
with another bye in the first
round as the No. 1 seed. Juergens had incredible ball placement the entire tournament,
giving him the advantage in
many rallies that lead to him
getting points. He triumphed
in his first match against Joey
Zarrick of De Smet, winning
15-1, 15-6 in the second. He
went on to beat Will Neunreiter from Kirkwood 15-5, 15-2
in the second, taking him to
the finals.
When Juergens got to
the finals against Tanner Bach
of Copper Hills High School,
Utah, he was exhausted from
his doubles match beforehand
and got outplayed, losing 15-5
in the first match. He powered through however, with
smart gameplay and passes,
winning the second match 1511. Unfortunately, he lost the
tiebreaker 11-7 after a hard
battle.
“We both played really
well, but I got tired out towards the end, especially coming from the doubles match
right before, so he was able to
outlast me towards the end,”
said Juergens.
Junior Tommy Phillips
took on the No. 6 bracket, the
bracket where the rest of the
SLUH players played, as the
No. 1 seed. Phillips played
almost entirely SLUH players
until the final match. He had
a bye the first round, beat junior Matthew Mays 15-2, 15-5
in the second, and beat junior
Kyle Zoellner 15-13, 15-6.
Phillips continued his
Senior Matt Hayes (left) and junior Nick Schulze (right) playing doubles in quarterfinals.
photo | Mr. Stephen Deves dominating gameplay as he
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faced off with John Hilker in
the next round. His passes
remained strong as he won
the first match 15-7 and completely dominated the second
match 15-0.
Phillips had a bit more
of a challenge in the quarterfinals, playing Eli Saadi. Phillips played strong in the first
match, using low, powerful
shots to win 15-9. Saadi came
back the second game, with
strong down the line passes
and serves, but Phillips eventually overpowered him, winning 15-13. In the semifinals,
Phillips battled with senior
Zach Pavlisin. Phillips kept his
strong serve rotation going as
he won the first match 15-11,
and the second 15-8.
“Throughout the tournament, I was able to rotate my
serves incredibly well and put
them exactly where I wanted
them. Also, my forehand was
probably the best it had been
all season,” said Phillips. “I
was just hitting shots with it so
consistently that allowed me
to win points and keep my opponents down.”
Phillips went into the
finals match against Ian Bell
of Sprague with a hurt shoulder from his doubles match
with junior Jonathan Prichard. However, his outstanding
forehand passes led him to a
15-8, 15-8 victory.
“I had just played a doubles match about 10 minutes
before and my shoulder was
aching. I came out strong and
set the tone for the match,”
said Phillips. “From there on,
I was in control of the match.
After I won, I was just so happy after the long road I had
faced to get there. Mr. Deves
congratulated and hugged me.
My parents being there to see
everything was fantastic and
I was so glad to share my joy
with them.”
“I really enjoyed watching Tommy Phillips plow
through the No. 6 bracket,”
said Deves. “I think that was
a testament to the growth that
he’s gone through. He had to
play 11 matches through the
course of Nationals and we
were in the middle of his final match and he was talking
about how he was exhausted
and his shoulder hurt but it
did not slow him down. To
set your mind to something
and say ‘You know what, I’m
gonna do this one more time,’
and he really did that.”
SLUH’s varsity doubles
team, seniors Liam John and
Zach Pavlisin, took on the No.
3 Gold doubles bracket and

ended up taking the whole
thing, leading to a record of
17-0 the entire season.
“We worked so well as a
team this year and I think that
is why we had a 17-0 record
this year,” said John. “When
one of us was down, the other
would pick the other up, and
when we both were on, we
were unstoppable, and that’s
how Nationals ended—with
us at the peaks of our game.”
The team had a bye first
round, going on to win their
first match against SLUH’s
Max Johnson and Ryan Lieser,
who was playing left-handed
due to an injury in his right
shoulder. Pavlisin and John
dominated the court, winning
15-4, 15-1.
In the the next round,
the team played against Lindbergh’s Nathan Ellmo and
Herman Lueking, using smart
wide angle shots to win 15-5,
15-3.
The team continued to
roll through the competition
as they crushed Magnum Vineck and Ethan Pulley from
Sprague in Oreg. 15-1, 15-2.
In the semifinals, the
team started to face some hard
competition as they faced off
against SLUH seniors Collin
Gund and Joe Miner, winning
15-10, 15-7.
“Doubles was pretty easy
until the semifinals,” said Pavlisin. “Liam and I didn’t really
have any tough competition
until we played Joe and Collin
and then the Sprague kids in
the finals.”
In the finals, the team had
a rough start against Sprague’s
Josh Bradshaw and Joe Swartz.
“The Sprague guys killed
everything in our first game
against them and didn’t really
give us a chance to get good
shots,” said Pavlisin.
The team lost the first
match 15-7, but bounced back
their second match, winning
15-6 with the help of strong
communication, low passes,
and serves to the backhand.
SLUH took Sprague to the
tiebreaker and ended up winning the whole bracket 11-3.
“In the second and third
game, I think we did a better
job of not setting them up and
letting them beat themselves
with skips,” said Pavlisin. “We
also served a lot better and got
a lot of points off that.”
SLUH completely dominated the brackets of Nationals, not just winning the gold
brackets, but also winning the
multiple consolation bracket.
Sophomore Nick Petersen
came out as champion in blue
No. 6 bracket and freshman
Jared Thornberry won the red
No. 6 bracket.
“It’s really fun to win and
obviously we’ve had a lot of
success, but it’s just the, more
so than even the winning, the
energy of every single match,
like it feels like every single
match is do-or-die,” said
Deves. “It feels like every single match is something personal. I’m very proud and impressed with our team. I love
these guys, I really love this
team and this sport, and we’re
so lucky we get to do this.”
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Lacrosse puts State loss in past; Baseball steps up to
the plate hopeful for
looks to grow program
Justin Koesterer and
Vallee Willman
BY

SPORTS EDITOR, REPORTER

A

state
championship
has been on the minds
of the St. Louis University
High School lacrosse players for the past few years.
But those hopes have been
disappointed at the title
match each of the past two
years, falling to MICDS
both times.
For a program that has
taken their talents to the
state semifinals in each of
the past eight years, to the
finals three of those eight
years, and to the title once,
back in 2012—a winning
record and playoff lacrosse
is merely insufficient. They
want more.
But the conclusion of
last year’s season smashed
a hole in the team, with almost 20 seniors graduating.
This year’s players have giant boots to fill, pressing
the mettle of those who
want to be great.
Senior captain Will
Webster, the goalkeeper
who found himself at the
tail end of a 13-1 thrashing
at the hands of the Rams in
last year’s title bout, knew
exactly how losing felt and
the motivation he needed
to prepare for battle once
more against the Rams. But
MICDS isn’t all of his con-

cern.
“Yeah, it was rough
losing like that in State but
I think the program as a
whole has used that to work
harder in the offseason. I
think as a program we have
worked a lot harder and
are more prepared for the
upcoming season. We are
hoping for a successful season and looking to take our
season one game at a time
rather than focusing solely
on MICDS,” said Webster.
Head Coach Andrew
Toussaint, now in his second year at the helm of the
varsity lacrosse program,
already has a state game under his belt, and therefore
knows the mentality needed
to take his program back to
the championship game.
“Certainly you want to
win, and in doing so, put
yourself in the position to
be in a championship game.
I think that this early in the
season it’s sometimes hard
to be looking at the longterm goals because you’re
just trying to get through
one practice and get ready
for one game. I would say
in terms of goals, our main
goal here is to implement
a system, and to get these
guys on the same page on
drills, on how we play offense, how we play defense,
and how we practice,” said

Toussaint.
The lacrosse team is
seeing some new faces this
year. Seniors Nick Lang and
Trip Dolan, who have just
finished their basketball
seasons, as well as Brian
Lymberopoulos, who finished a season of varsity
soccer last fall, have joined
the team in hopes of providing that depth which is
crucial to any lacrosse team,
due to lacrosse’s demanding
stamina.
“Well all my friends
played and it does look super fun. Coach Toussaint
recruited me through basketball and told me basketball transitions over to lacrosse pretty smoothly and
he’s right. All the coaches
are so supportive and are
making this transition fun
and as easy as possible and
I don’t regret my decision to
switch,” said Lang.
Switch? What switch?
Lang, for the past three
years since his freshman
year had played on the varsity baseball team. In his senior year though, he wanted
to switch.
“I’m not playing college baseball next year so
I thought I’d take the opportunity to play with my
friends. I hope to win some
games and have fun doing

continued on page 11
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The “man for others” example:
Claggett teaches life lessons via
basketball
(continued from page 8)

ends of the court are crucial
to winning games. The Jr. Bills
struggled to stop turnovers
due to their lack of experience,
and they had a hard time getting rebounds because of their
lack of size. Wallace-Hughes
was the biggest player on the
team at 6’4”, and he found
himself getting most of the
rebounds until near the end of
the season.
“At the beginning, it was
basically only me rebounding,
but at the end, everyone, or at
least most of the team, were
crashing down for both offensive and defensive rebounds,”
said Wallace-Hughes. “I
would attribute that to coach
Claggett saying to always want
the ball and to always get the
rebound.”
The young talent’s shooting ability helped the cause
throughout the season. Freshman Luke Johnston lead the

team in points. Sophomore
Luke Ratterman and freshman Kevin Hogan were both
called up to varsity two weeks
before playoffs. Ratterman’s
mid-range ability improved
the team’s offense.
SLUH had 31 turnovers
in their final game against McCluer North, ending a tough
season.
“We never were able to
get our footing along with all
the inexperience that we had,”
said Claggett.
Despite the team’s struggles this season, filled with
tough locker room speeches,
the Bills came out learning
something much bigger than
basketball: How to be a “man
for others.”
“The one thing that I’ve
always preached was for the
guys to become engulfed in
the work and not really worry
about the results, focus on first
and foremost be a good per-

son and a good teammate, and
that’s how you kind of leave
your legacy when you leave
here,” said Claggett. “People
recognize that you’re a good
teammate, that you’re a hard
worker, and that you represented SLUH the right way.”
The example Claggett
provided wore off on the team,
especially the seniors.
“This year showed me
that not everything in life is
going to go the way you think,
but through it, you must be
there for one another,” said
senior Joey Lally. “Basketball
has taught me me to be a better person in which I grew
in patience and could support my teammates and those
around me. I am definitely going to miss my friends on the
team and all of the lessons that
coach (Claggett) taught me. I
am going to hold on to those
forever.”

new era
BY Brad Pike and
John Browdy

CORE STAFF, REPORTER

F

ollowing the retirement
of longtime head baseball
coach Steve Nicollerat, and
heading into the 100th year of
the baseball program, St. Louis
U. High baseball looks to use the
excitement of new beginnings
to propel themselves forward to
the State Championship.
Although the SLUH baseball program is losing Nicollerat, who has served as head
coach for 39 years, there is an
excitement about building onto
the tradition that he set for the
program.
“Coach (Nicollerat) did a
tremendous job for 39 years and
established a solid program with
great tradition,” said new varsity
head coach Ray Bulte. “I am just
looking to continue that tradition, carry it on, and step it up
as much as we can on our end.”
Although Nicollerat is
gone, his tradition will live on.
The roster consists of many returning players, including 11
seniors and six juniors.
“We have a really good
squad this year with a ton of
returners, so there is not a lot of
drop off and everyone has had
a year to get better,” said senior
corner infielder Paul Reddy.
“Last year we had a great group
of guys with a ton of chemistry,
and it was a fun environment.
This year I only see that improving.”
“I think we have really
good junior and senior leadership, and everyone knows their
role on the team,” said senior
first baseman and catcher Joe
Gilmore.
With this core of returners
and rising talent among underclassmen, there was still plenty
of room to improve over the
offseason following their district
championship loss to Vianney
last season. The players attended
workouts on Sunday nights,
as well as weight training after
school during the week, with a
clear goal in mind.
“Every day, we are focusing on what we are doing, every
rep in the cage, every pitch you
throw, everything you do defensively has a purpose,” said Bulte.
“That purpose is to take us from
here to the next level.”
Following the offseason
grind, the team is ready to make
a name for itself, with high energy and high expectations. With

the addition of the new coaching staff and the roster being
finalized this past weekend, the
coaches revealed a brand new
team clubhouse located behind
the right field fence of the stadium in a revamped warehouse
building.
“Everybody has got cubbies and hangers and it’s super
cool because we used to just
change in our cars in the parking lot,” said Reddy. “Now we
have a place as a team to change,
play Xbox, and get hyped before
games.”
“We took a look at it in the
fall, and it’s kind of a nice little
reward for them after working
hard every day,” said Bulte. “It
is some place that they are able
to go as a team to get ready for
practice and games. (It promotes) team chemistry, team
bonding, and bringing the guys
together and having a place we
can call home.”
The team has a tournament
coming up as soon as spring
break. SLUH will be travelling
down to Vero Beach, Florida to
compete against high schools
from Virginia, Maryland, Massachusetts, and Florida.
“It was a great trip last year
for the team, we really came out
of spring training with great
team chemistry that carried us
through the year,” said Bulte.
The schedule is also highlighted by the Jesuit Classic at
the end of March, a trip down to
Kentucky for a tournament, and
multiple MCC matchups later
in the year, including a game
against De Smet on Monday,
May 6 at which the 100 year anniversary of the SLUH baseball
program and Nicollerat’s legacy
will be celebrated.
“We want to start to new
century off right,” said Gilmore.
“Coach Nicollerat did a ton for
the program in his 39 years here
and really set the path for us. It is
going to be a lot different without him being there, but I think
the next few years of SLUH
baseball are going to be really
good.”
The team is ready for play
to begin, and with the energy up,
they are stopping for nobody.
“This year we have the
tangible goal of ‘we want to win
state,’” said Reddy. “We’re tired
of hearing how good CBC is.
We got some ballers over here at
the U High, and a whole bag of
chips on our shoulders.”

Junior Adam Broughton last season.

Water Polo
adapts to
new coach,
looks to
five-peat
State
Joe Feder and
Nicholas Dalaviras
STAFF AND REPORTER

F

ollowing a historic fourpeat state victory in 2018,
the St. Louis U. High Water
Polo team is back in the water, and are on the prowl like
a school of lionfish, looking to
secure the program’s 21st state
title.
The team is facing a transition year, not only because
of the loss of an incredibly talented class of graduated players, but also due to AP Physics teacher Paul Baudendistel
stepping down as head varsity
coach and Director of Annual
Giving John Penilla rising
from his position as head JV
coach to fill Baudendistel’s sizable shoes.
Although their first two
weeks of practices involved
hopping between Chaminade
and MICDS for practices due
a temporary shutdown at Forest Park Community College,
the varsity squad has already
demonstrated perseverance
through the difficult conditioning period of the season.
“I’ve been impressed with
the drive the team has shown
during the tough parts of practice,” said senior captain Garrett Baldes. “Their work during
the conditioning has been very
admirable.”
This hard work will undoubtedly push the team towards its goal to win another
state championship, but the
team hopes that it will also help
them achieve their secondary
goal of playing aggressively.
“We’ve been conditioning
like crazy so we’re able to last
in a game,” said senior captain
and goalie John McCabe. “Our
goal is to be the number one
mentally and physically conditioned team in St. Louis.”
The captains are also
looking to foster a “team” atmosphere in an effort to further motivate their teammates
to play not just for themselves,
but for each other.
“We leave the locker room
as a team, and we enter the
pool deck as a team,” said McCabe. “We want to enforce the
team feeling.”
With their first game still
over two weeks away, the team
is growing anxious to test their
skills against both St. Louis
teams and teams from across
the nation, and to prove themselves worthy of the lofty mantle left behind by the storied
SLUH water polo program.
“We are excited to get in
the pool and show our talent to
everyone we play,” said junior
captain Michael Kreienkamp.
In the meantime, the
squad has time to continue to
grow in brotherhood and in
skill.
“We’re like a pack of salmon, rushing through the river
together towards another banphoto | Dominik Skroska ner season,” said McCabe.
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Hockey skates past
Kirkwood; sets focus
on Enterprise Center
(continued from page 8)

fortable for a few minutes
though, as, with 8 seconds
left, Kirkwood scored a deflection goal to cut the lead
to 2-1.
The Jr. Bills kept in
mind that anything was
possible in playoff hockey,
and they reflected that in
their tactical defensive play
in the third. Senior Brendan Rasch came through
with many clutch saves, and
the team kept the puck on
the move even if they were
not in possession of it. As
time ticked down, pressure
reached an all-time high.
“Without question our
guys new to the situation
handled the enormity of the
game with great poise and
determination,” said Behan.
“I really think that the seventh man gets an assist in
this area as they make the
game so fun for our guys.”
It was then that the
world famous rally squid
was thrown onto the ice.
SLUH’s student section exploded with enthusiasm as
the symbol of the Jr. Bills’

resilience hit the ice and
provided some needed comedic relief.
“Everyone thought it
was really funny,” said Simoncic. “It was a lot of fun,
you know, it’s a classic.”
Seconds felt like minutes as time ticked off the
clock at the St. Peters Rec
Plex. As the last few minutes
came though, Kirkwood
had no choice but to pull
their goalie, who had been
putting in work for the Pioneers throughout the game.
While they managed to hold
the puck for a little, they
soon lost it and Simoncic
finished the empty netter to
punch the Jr. Bills’ ticket to
the Enterprise Center for a
shot at the Challenge Cup.
SLUH will face MCC
and Jesuit rival De Smet
at the Enterprise Center
March 13 to decide Missouri’s State Champion.
“The guys are focused
and on a mission,” said Behan on the team’s mindset
for state.

Junior Patar Simoncic celebrating
one of his goals.

(continued from page 8)

(continued from page 8)

(Rackers) 2:00, Charlie (Perry) and Noah (Scott) 2:02.
We’re coming in a lot fitter
than a year ago we’re a lot
faster we’re ready to roll.”
Despite losing Paul
Burka ’18, the relay team is
finding comfort in Burka’s
replacement.
“I would be lying if I
said it wasn’t a bummer to be
losing Paul,” said senior captain Patrick Hetlage. “But
fortunately, we have Noah
Scott and Lucas Rackers
both coming up the chute
to help fill in this hole in the
relay with the two opening
in 2:02 and 2:00 at our time
trial, which Paul ran 2:01 in
last season.”
As for both distance
and mid-distance, the addition of new runners has
helped both teams considerably.
“Freshman
Baker
Pashea finished really well
in our 800 time trial, and I
know he’s got some speed
from running XC with him,”
said Perry. “We also have
some new soccer kids who I
know have speed like sophomores Cas and T.”
On the speedy side of
things, the sprints team has
had its own way of getting
ready for the season. The
sprinters are luckily returning many runners from last
year, including their best
two—senior Jay Duda and
junior Noah Hayes. Though
they haven’t been as strong
since champion sprinter Jayson Ashford, ’17, graduated,
the sprinters feel confident
in what they can accomplish.
“I worked a lot of
strength over the off season,” said Duda. “I feel significantly more confident
photo | Mrs. Gina Bak
coming into this season,

progresses, but as of right now,
the current underclassmen look
promising.
“The underclassmen this
year are all going to have a great
season,” said sophomore Peter
Quinn. “Almost all of us have
a pre-existing experience with
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Offseason training, new additions, many
returners show promise for track season

Junior Lazarus Williams running his leg in the 4x800 at State.

especially now having a year
under my belt and a few
more pounds on me.”
The sprinters added
some great new personalities to the team that bring
every sprinter closer together, especially since they have
an incredibly diverse group
of guys.
“It’s great to see the
energy Junior Ben Thomas brings and many of the
freshmen and sophomores
bring smiles and positive
attitudes, and the returning athletes are being leaders,” said Duda. “It’s also
extremely exciting because
we have more teammates to
root for and diverse personalities to help create a community. To top it off, some
of the talent is phenomenal.”
The jumpers took a
hard hit this year after
graduating Dee McMurran,
’18, and Evan Kilgore, ’18,
who both have competed at
State. However, they hope
to improve with returners
such as Noah Hayes, junior
Solomon Elliot, and senior

Senior leaders push teammates in volleyball
offseason; improvement taken day by day
it’s going to be a lot of building
the chemistry, and then really
working every point to win each
point, not looking too far ahead
but to focus on one point at a
time.”
The seniors discussed
amongst themselves how to step
up to bring the team together
more as leaders.
“The seniors last year were
very talented and their enthusiasm I believe is what led us to
State,” said senior Joe Manion.
“This year, the other seniors and
I are looking to bring the same
energy and perseverance that
last year’s team had and translate
it into becoming a unified and
successful team.”
Two of the senior leaders,
Venhaus and Dalton Ennis, who
are on the same club team, put
in a lot of effort to have open
gym sessions in the offseason to
get players more involved, especially freshmen.
Along with the six seniors, the team brings in four
underclassmen—two juniors,
one sophomore, and one freshman. More younger players will
likely be called up as the season
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volleyball, and that shows how
much depth our program really
has.”
The team’s goal is to focus
more on improving by small
amounts every day through
consistent practices and workouts.

The volleyball team in joy after the
State-winning point last May.

“Our goal during the year
is to get better every day, with
the ultimate goal of winning
State. That’s a goal we’ll never
shy away from, that’s something
that we drive this program to
expect that we’re always in the
final two, and I don’t expect that
to be much different this time
around,” said Cheak.
“Our team has been striving to be one to two percent better every day, putting in our best
effort from the beginning of the
week, even though we’ve only
been playing together for a few
days,” said Quinn. “I can see a
bright future ahead of us for this
season.”
After an undefeated season capped by a State Championship victory, the 2019 team
stands in the shadow of a great
team, knowing they’ll have to
work for the back-to-back title.
“Nothing is guaranteed
this year,” said Manion. “We
need to always give it 100 percent in practices and treat every
play like the season depends
on it. I’m optimistic about this
team, but we’re going to need to
work in order to get to the level
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott
we want to be at.”

Christian Wallace-Hughes.
“We still have Christian
and Solomon as our dynamic duo in the triple jump this
year,” said Hetlage.
On the pole vaulting
side, the Pitti twins are coming out stronger than ever,
recruiting more freshmen to
join their band of vaulters.
Senior Carlo Pitti was the
conference champion last
year and made it to Sectionals. Along with him and his
brother, Lucas, star returners such as seniors Tyler
Kanady and Anthony Rizzo
who have all done a lot to
prepare for the season.
“We did a lot this offseason, especially in the XC
season,” said senior captain
Carlo Pitti. “We tried to hit
the weights more. During
XC, I’d join the top guys who
did weights and I’d work out
with them to get my upper
body ready for track.”
The throwers also lost
some good talent, especially
with Trevor Jones, ’18, who
competed at state last year in
the javelin. The javelin pro-

photo | Mr. Jim Hetlage

gram is still new for SLUH,
but they have picked up
some quality throwers. The
shot put looks promising
with junior captain Patrick
Hayden.
“The throwers are looking extremely excited to be
practicing again,” said Hetlage.
Overall, the large team
is favorable for the Jr. Bills.
The depth gives high hopes
for meets, especially their
first one—the Festus Early
Bird meet on March 20.
“Festus is our first meet,
and it’s to see where were
at, it’s been so cold, and we
haven’t really been able to
do a lot of time trials for
our sprint guys, so it’s much
more important that we can
get a time on them and see
where guys are,” said Porter. “If you’re coming out
the gate running your best
then there’s a problem. We’re
probably gonna make a few
mistakes which is great so
we can come out and learn
from and get better for the
next one.”

Multisport athletes
help lacrosse fill gaps
left from class of ’18
(continued from page 10)

it with my brothers. I am
working very hard to catch
up to my teammates and I
am having a blast doing it
so now all we have to do is
win some games,” said Lang.
Toussaint is excited for
the new players, for more
than one reason.
“We’re excited about
it. And we do want more
multisport athletes in the
program, and more players
in the program. You know I
think especially basketball
guys, the similarities of the
games are numerous. The
way you play offense and
the way you play defense,
picking, playing off the
ball, are very similar. And
they’re able to pick that up
pretty easy, as well as having
some added athleticism and
guys who play other varsity
sports who understand the
commitment and dedication to it,” said Toussaint.
SLUH already has a
“game” under their belt this
season. Sort of. This past

week, they invited De Smet
over to the football turf for
a practice and then a shortened scrimmage game. The
score ended 3-2 in favor of
the Jr. Bills, but the result
isn’t at all indicative of each
team’s standing.
“I’m extremely hopeful,
thrown together defense,
very ambitious, I’m thinking they will be strong. We
have a lot of new guys which
can be described as a ‘goon
squad’,” said senior captain
attack Charlie Carse.
“I love great chemistry with all the mates, and
accountability that builds
character. All of us captains
are in this together, we’re
holding everyone to a high
standard of focus and ambition. We are highly looking
forward to grind out this
season and have loads of
fun,” said Carse.
The Jr. Bills face their
first test tonight against the
Lafayette Lancers of Wildwood.
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Friday, March 8

Regular Schedule
JV Water Polo @ Parkway West Invitational
District Assignment Release for MSHSAA
AP
University of Melbourne
University of Illinois-Chicago
Snack—Mozzarella Cheese Sticks
Lunch Special—Shrimp
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Ash Wednesday Mass

Saturday, March 9
JV Water Polo @ Parkway West Invitational

Monday, March 11
12:00AM

Half Day
Optional Department Meeting

Tuesday, March 12

Exam Schedule

Third Quarter Exams
7:00PM Sophomore Retreat Host Parent Meeting

Wednesday, March 13
Third Quarter Exams
V Hockey @ Challenge Cup Final

Thursday, March 14
Spring Break
Immersion Trips

Exam Schedule

Exam Schedule

Friday, March 15
1.

Late Winter Chorus Concert

No School
Spring Break
Immersion Trips
2:00PM		
B Baseball @ Webster Groves
4:15PM		
Tennis @ Priory

Saturday, March 16
B Baseball @ Seckman Tournament
V Baseball Florida Trip

Sunday, March 17
V Baseball Florida Trip
Immersion Trips

Monday, March 18

No School

Spring Break
Immersion Trips
V Baseball Florida Trip

2.

No School

Tuesday, March 19

3.

Spring Break
V Baseball Florida Trip
Immersion Trips

Wednesday, March 20

No School

Spring Break
Immersion Trips
4:00PM		
Tennis @ Alton Marquette

Thursday, March 21

No School

Friday, March 22

No School

Spring Break
Immersion Trips

Spring Break
Immersion Trips
2:00PM		
B Baseball @ Webster Groves
4:15PM		
Tennis @ Priory

Saturday, March 23

Immersion Trips
11:00AM
V Baseball @ Helias

4.

1. A group of seniors prepare to administer ashes.
2. Junior Fitz Cain singing.
3. Junior Bryce Van Bree plays the flute.
4. SLUH Varsity Chorus with CJA Chamber Chorus.
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4th Quarter Begins
Senior Graduation Tux Fitting
AP
University of Kentucky
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C Baseball @ Parkway West

Tuesday, March 26

Regular Schedule
Grades Due
AP
Senior Graduation Tux Fitting
Freshman English Bonus Reading
Sophomore Class Meeting
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Miguel “Black” Cadiz
Western Illnois University
Jonel “and yellow” Olar
Lunch
Fontbonne University
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Mrs. Gina “Cello Suite No. 1 Grades Due
in G Major” Bak
AP
Senior Graduation Tux Fitting
Freshman English Bonus Reading
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Sophomore Class Meeting
Mrs. Kathy “Photograph by
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Harris-Stowe State University
Thursday, March 28
Half Day
Advisors
Parent-Teacher Conferences
Mr. Peter “God Only
B Baseball @ Rockwood Summit Tournament
Knows” Lucier
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Late Start
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B Baseball @ Rockwood Summit Tournament
from The Polar Express”
JV/V Tennis @ Edwardsville Tournament
Seaton
Rugby @ Germantown, TN
V Water Polo @ New York Invitational
Moderator
4:00PM SLUH Fish Fry
Mr. Steve “Gymnopedie No. 5:00PM Jv/V Volleyball @ Francis Howell Central
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