Volume LXXXIII, Issue XXV

sluh.org/prepnews

St. Louis University High School | Thursday, April 11, 2019

Admin
responds to
social media
incident,
destructive
language

SLUH is
Golden Gala: SLUH hosts 50th annual Cashbah
(still) legit!
AdvancED
accredits
school
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early two weeks ago, on
Friday, March 29, St.
Louis U. High President Alan
Carruthers and Principal Ian
Gibbons, S.J. sent a statement
notifying students and parents of a social media incident
involving racially charged and
insensitive comments.
The insensitive comments occurred on a question and answer gaming app
where participants can answer questions posed in a
chat room; anyone playing in
the chatroom can see what is
said. Comments were made
in the chatroom that were
“inappropriate and destructive,” according to Gibbons.
According to the statement released via email by
Gibbons and Carruthers, the
incident involved “a small
group of students playing an
app-based game in which
toxic, racist comments were
made. Our Dean of Students
and Director of Security are
investigating this issue, and
we are working with our Equity and Inclusion staff to develop appropriate care for our
students in response to this
matter.”
Shortly after the statements were made, a screenshot was distributed and
eventually reached a SLUH
faculty member who notified
Assistant Principal for Student Life Brock Kesterson. No
consequences for the students
involved have been finalized,
according to the administration. Due to the ongoing disciplinary process, Gibbons
and Carruthers are unable to
comment on the specifics of
the case.
“Sometimes we think
our statements online are
anonymous and disappear or
become irrelevant,” said Gibbons. “That is not true. This
event shows that our words
are powerful, and on social

BY Liam John
NEWS EDITOR

efore Anna Backer donated the facade on Oakland
Avenue; before the first pages
of the Prep News were produced with typewriters; before a St. Louis U. High mom
hung the first decoration for
the very first Cashbah, SLUH
was accredited by the company now known as AdvancED.
The first accreditation took
place 101 years ago. And while
the name has changed, and the
company has been acquired
and merged, last week, a visiting AdvancED team notified
the administration that SLUH
continued being accredited,
pending a full report in the
following months.
Every five years the organization sends a visiting team
to evaluate six aspects of the
school: Clear Direction, Efficacy of Engagement, Healthy
Culture, High Expectations,
Impact of Instruction, and
Resource Management. This
year, Assistant Principal for
Student Life Brock Kesterson
led the teams as the chair for

The auctioneer at Cashbah.
BY Nicholas Dalaviras
and Carter Fortman
STAFF, REPORTER		

C

ashbah celebrated its
50th anniversary this
past Saturday with a golden
glow as St. Louis U. High
parents, faculty, and alumni
showcased the generosity of
the community and enjoyed
a night of plentiful food, auctions, and need-based financontinued on page 4 cial aid fundraising to a total-
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ing an estimated $1.2 million.
Cashbah is an annual
event held to raise money to
support SLUH’s need-blind
admissions.
“From the day that (Father Bailey) conceived it, the
goal had always been, let’s
ensure that every boy of ability from the greater St. Louis
community has the ability to
come to SLUH if they qualify.
That’s what it is about,” said

Rising seniors elect class, STUCO
officers

President Alan Carruthers.
“Admissions is need-blind,
and if we are going to be
need-blind you better have
the resources to make that
happen. We have to fundraise
that money. So some of that
is benefactors from an annual fund, and some of that is
Cashbah.”
All of the proceeds from
the auction go toward financial aid to help students at-
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Braden Kramer
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he junior class yesterday
elected PJ Butler as Student Body President, Peter
Herrmann as Vice President,
continued on page 5 Ben Thomas as Senior Class
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President, and Andrew Finlay
as Senior Class Vice President.
Butler, who is on the Junior Class Council this year, is
looking toward a future centered on involvement, hard
work and dedication.
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“We have a lot of work to
do and there’s a lot of things
that need to be done, but I’m
going to be preparing starting
tomorrow,” Butler said. “Day
one, we are going to begin
the social media overhaul. We

continued on page 4
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Frustration with “tissue issue” in
the classroom. Page 3

Sports

Water Polo
The water polo team already has
an insane amount of drip, but
they want more. The team has
started its season 8-1. Page 6

omorrow night, two
teams of improvisers will
face off for their first performance of ImprovBills. The
three-show series promises
games, laughs, light-hearted
competition, and not even the
cast can tell you how it ends.
The improv show is comprised of two teams competing in short-form games for
points awarded by a host.
“The basic essence is that you
don’t know what you’re going to say or do,” said Fine
Arts department chair and
ImprovBills director Kevin
McKernan. “In terms of the
structure of the show then,
I explore different improv

Sports

Volleyball
Volleyball has served up victory
and began to set the road for
playoffs and have spiked their
opponents starting the season
8-0. Page 7
Sports

continued on page 4

ImprovBills to debut
tomorrow
BY Johno Jackson
CORE STAFF

Junior PJ Butler (left) and junior Peter Herrmann delivering speeches.

tend SLUH. The auction raises more money for aid than
any other SLUH fundraiser.
Cashbah required two days
of setup and lots of help from
staff and parents. The night of
the auction flowed seamlessly,
packing the Si Commons
with 760 attendees and selling
40 live and around 200 silent
auction items.
The flawless execution

Lacrosse
The lacrosse team has been tickeling the twine thus far in the
season despite having a rough
time against out of town oppenents. Page 6

games with the cast.”
The cast tried a litany of
games in rehearsals and has
continued practicing those
chosen for their live performances.
“Typically improv games
have some sort of fun gimmick to them to ensure that
they’re improvised,” said
McKernan.
One game titled “Hey
Waiter” revolves around the
cast member’s ability to tell
jokes using the tag line “Hey,
waiter, there’s a (blank) in my
soup.” That blank is provided
by an audience member, and
the quick thinking is left to
the cast members, who grab
a teammate for the set up and

continued on page 5
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Humble pie lunch: De Smet president fulfills
Challenge Cup hocky wager

BY Paul Gillam
EDITOR IN CHIEF

T

ensions were rising and
social media seemed to
breed nothing but smack talk.
Five days before two storied
Jesuit high school hockey franchises battled in the Challenge
Cup finals, De Smet Jesuit
President Corey Quinn raised
the stakes. Quinn took to Twitter and offered a wager to his
close friend and counterpart,
St. Louis U. High President
Alan Carruthers.
“Hey
@sluhpresident,
how about a wager… ,” Quinn
tweeted at 9:41 pm on March
8, receiving three retweets and
72 likes. The payoff was up to
Carruthers, Quinn wrote, but
the challenge was there. There
was no turning back.
“It took him a little while
to respond, so I wasn’t sure
if he was scared or if he just
wasn’t paying attention to his
Twitter,” Quinn said in an interview.
But Carruthers did respond—about 17-and-a-half
hours later—matching Quinn’s
boldness. The bet was on.
“How could I pass up
such an opportunity?” Carruthers tweeted back, garnering 3 retweets and 124 likes.
In his tweet, Carruthers
suggested the losing President should wear the winning school’s jersey for a day
and bring lunch to the win-

NHS turns new page:
first annual book drive
ends today
BY Paul Gillam
EDITOR IN CHIEF

T

Dr. Corey Quinn giving SLUH Hockey players cookies.
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ning President and Principal.
Quinn responded on Twitter,
sealing the deal.
Unfortunately for both
Presidents, after the bet was
settled, Mid-States Hockey
replied to Carruthers’ tweet reminding both Presidents that
“Gambling is illegal in High
School hockey.” Fortunately,
the punishment was light: they
would be required to lead their
respective student sections in
cheers at next year’s Jesuit Cup
game.
Neither President has
publicly
commented
on
whether he will serve the punishment.
“I laughed,” said Carruthers in an interview, referencing when he first saw

Quinn’s tweet. “He’s an old
friend so I knew what spirit
it was meant in—kind of a
brotherly fun.”
The brotherhood Carruthers spoke of went deeper
than the common positions,
Jesuit ties, and general good
will; it spoke of a decades-old
friendship. Carruthers and
Quinn met while teaching
at Rockhurst High School in
Kansas City. Carruthers taught
history and Quinn taught
theology. They also coached
together in the lacrosse program Carruthers founded. At
one point, Carruthers even invited Quinn to his neck of the
woods—Manitoba, Canada—
for a week-long fishing trip.
Their relationship survived being separated by an entire state
and continues to the day. With
both men living in St. Louis,
the opportunity was ripe for a
friendly challenge.
An exhilarating win for
SLUH and a heart wrenching
loss for De Smet, the doubleovertime Championship game
pronounced Carruthers victor
and sentenced Quinn to wear
the jersey of his rival and bring
lunch to those who lead it.
Although
Carruthers
claims to not have thought too
much about the wager during
the game, showing confidence
in his team, he admits the
thought came to mind.
“I would lie if I would say
(the wager) didn’t cross my
mind,” said Carruthers.
“I had a lot of confidence
in our team,” said Quinn. “I’m
really proud of our guys and I
Dr. Corey Quinn Posing with Mr. Alan Carruthers.
photo | courtesy of Mr. Ben DuMont thought that this was our year

SLUH Tweet of the Week:
Mr. Alan Carruthers

@Sluhpresident
Huge thank you to a good sport and great Ignatian leader Mr. Corey Quinn
@DSJ4Others, the President of Desmet HS who made good on his responsibilities after the Jr Bills hockey team were victorious in the Mid States Challenge Cup in double OT.
@DeSmetJesuitHS @DESMETHOCKEYSTL

to make it happen. Any chance
I can get to rub it in Mr. Carruthers’ face I will take, but it
didn’t work out for me.”
On Tuesday, about a
month after Quinn offered his
wager, he held up his end of
the bargain when he visited the
Backer Memorial for the junior/senior lunch period clad
in a SLUH hockey jersey and
bearing gifts of food. One by
one, Quinn shook hands with
the junior and senior State
champion hockey players, offering each a St. Louis Bread
Co. cookie and a Fr. Pierre De
Smet, S.J., prayer card. After
posing for pictures, and enduring hearty rounds of applause from the lunch-eating
students, Quinn and several
SLUH administrators settled
down for a meal of Adriana’s
sandwiches and pasta salad—
provided of course, by Quinn.
Quinn said he felt right at
home.
“Just walking down the
hallway, there is so little difference between our schools
that it’s almost laughable
that we make such a big deal
about it. Just walking down
the hallways and seeing you
(students), it was instantly like
being back on Ballas Road. Everyone was so friendly,” said
Quinn. “It’s like being at home
but the colors are worse.”
In the end, the wager
built more community than it
divided. It was, to students in
an environment of tension and
hostility, an example of good
will.
Rumors of a second wager have surfaced, but the Prep
News has been unable to discover any truth within them.
Assistant to the President
Kim Walsh declined to comment on the matter, but Carruthers expressed his worry.
“My concern is that at
some point there will be payback,” said Carruthers.
Quinn reassured him
there would be.
“I’ll do it again until he
has to come to my place,” said
Quinn.

he first annual NHS
National Library Week
Book Drive is about to in be
the books, as the drive officially ends today.
As of Wednesday morning, this year’s inaugural
week-long drive has collected
98 books and nearly $600 for
three organizations—two local, Loyola Academy and
Family Forward, and one international, Rupununi Learners Foundation, located in
Yupukari, Guyana. Guyana
is the only English speaking
country in South America.
Rupununi Learners will be receiving the majority of books
and all the money donated.
The money will directly fund
costs to ship books to Guyana.
Most books that are donated
to Rupununi Learning will go
directly into schools, most of
which need entry-level reading material, and books considered too advanced or with
too many American cultural
references will be kept local.
Rupununi Learners is a
nonprofit organization founded by Alice Layton that works
to bring literacy to Yupukari.
The organization has funded
the construction of a public
library and classroom libraries. As a result of their work,
the pass rate from Primary to
Secondary school has risen
from about 0 to 75 percent in
Yupukari. Layton, who lives
locally, visited SLUH in midFebruary to discuss her initiative with National Honors
Society members.
With difficulty publicizing the drive, coupled with
a shortened, hectic four day
school week, the drive has not
reached its potential.
“It hasn’t been as successful as I hoped it would be,
but it’s Wednesday (and) with
late notice, it’s possible things
will come out,” said Casey. “In
hindsight, it probably wasn’t

the best week to choose with
the (Bicentennial) pilgrimage.”
The book drive was the
brainchild of NHS Head
of Service Matt Friedrichs.
Friedrich’s thought up the
idea while cleaning out his
bookshelves during the summer.
“I realized that I hadn’t
touched a lot of books since
freshman year or grade school
and I figured that it would
probably be the same for a
lot of SLUH guys,” said Friedrichs.
Friedrichs suggested the
idea to the other NHS officers
at the start of the school year.
“We had our first officers
meeting and said that NHS is
headed in a direction where
you show up to four meetings,
you do some service, and you
put it on a resume and that’s
it. We want it to be something
more and it should be something more than that. We’re
trying to find ways to get back
into a more active role in both
the SLUH community and the
larger community for a club,”
said Friedrichs.
The book drive seemed
to fit the bill.
Despite the drive officially ending today, National
Honors Society will collect
books through next week and
possibly the week after, depending on when the donations can be given to Layton.
The SLUH community—
parents and alumni included—are encouraged to continue donating. Casey noted
that picture books such as Dr.
Seuss or Curious George are
in high demand.
“Any donation is worthwhile,” said NHS President
Dalton Ennis. “If we get one
book or 500 books, it will have
a positive impact in Guyana.”
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Coming Soon in the Prep News...

In our next issue, the Prep News
will be publishing a feature
about the 50 year history of
Cashbah. Stay tuned!
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Letter to the Editors:
We need tissues in every room.
Now.
To the Editors:

Allow me to start this
letter to the editors by saying
that I am PEEVED. I am ROYALLY PEEVED. This subject
has bothered me for FOUR
YEARS here at Saint Louis
University High. You see, my
loving parents pay $18,000 a
year for me to go to this prestigious high school, and the
very least I expect is some tissues. Let me tell you, there is
nothing more annoying for a
student than having to ask for
permission to leave the classroom, walk to the bathroom,
and blow his nose on some
paper-thin toilet paper! You

miss valuable class time, and
asking is a disruption to the
class. From my experiences
with allergies, I can attest that
when my nose is profusely
runny, I won’t be able to focus
on my quizzes or tests!
I don’t feel like I am asking for much here, other than
personal care of the simplest
form. When there aren’t tissues in the classroom (which
is the majority of classrooms
at SLUH), I debate whether
I should interrupt the class
for my own personal need
to blow my nose in the bathroom. This giant interruption
could easily be fixed if within
the tuition, some of the funds

would go to something as
simple as tissues. This “tissue
issue,” as I am now calling it,
has not just been a personal
problem. Many of my classmates are afflicted by this issue to the point that I have to
write about it! This is our last
straw. The students of SLUH
have been bothered by the effects of the tissue issue for far
too long. We demand tissue
boxes in every classroom. It’s
time for change.
Give.
Us.
Tissues.
Kyle Hannan, ’19

AP Environmental Event
On Tuesday, April 16, AP Environmental Science
students, led by Bill Anderson, will be sponsoring
an event called Protect Our Species, in preparation
for Earth Day on April 22. All members of the SLUH
community are invited to participate in the program
during Activity Period, which will be a discussion of
stewardship of creation, importance of biodiversity,
and our response as Catholics. “We are the main drivers of species loss, but can also be the main protectors
of all of God’s creation,” said Anderson.

PN Puzzle
Across

1. A word that means ‘to kidnap’
4. This is a hormone that the
pancreas makes... When your
body isn’t able to produce
enough of this hormone, you
are diabetic.
6. “Now they always say
_______________”
-Post Malone
12. Commonly known as
killer whales, ____ whales are
black and white and vicious
hunters.
13. To gain access to your
computer, you probably have
to put in a ________.
17. Murder is considered a
mortal ___.
18. A peninsula or island, usually smaller in area.
20. Someone who has serious
trouble falling asleep at night.
22. Animal Control sometimes ____ tranquilizer darts
when dealing with dangerous
wild animals.
23. Lawyer’s ___ large companies for money.
25. If you are not a pessimist,
you are an ________.
30. When a person is seated at
a restaurant, they are usually
given a ____.
31. Someone who seeks to
CONSERVE and preserve
wildlife and nature.
35. To spook, stun, or surprise.
36. Tired students might just
fall
______ in class.

3

sdrawkcab kaeps nac nikA: Akin
can speak backwards!
BY Sam Tarter
STAFF

C

hoir teacher Addie Akin,
known for her incredible
singing and teaching talents, is
also known by another talent
involving her voice. She can
speak full sentences in reverse
with ease, recreating the words
and sounds perfectly, something much more elaborate
than switching letters around.
As a child, Akin’s talent
emerged with no prior training
or practice.
“What I do is I take the
sounds that I hear, and I flip
them. Some people can read
backwards by just reading the
letters, but I recreate the sounds
and many of the diphthongs,
which are the sounds the two
vowels make,” said Akin. “I can
remember being a really young
kid, and my brain would just
do the action. I would read a
sign and do it instantly, and it
eventually became somewhat
of a habit.”

Akin once recorded herself speaking backwards, and
played the video in reverse.
The words came out perfectly,
sounding the exact same as
someone speaking normally.
While the talent hasn’t
given her an appearance on late
night TV, Akin does enjoy how
a talent like hers can make her
feel unique, and how similar it
sounds to a foreign language.
“When I was younger I
tried to call and make an appearance on David Letterman
or Jay Leno, but sadly nobody
ever responded. (My talent is)
just something that makes me
unique, and it also sounds cool
too. When you hear me read it,
it almost sounds like Russian or
German,” said Akin.
As well as being a unique
way for her to speak, Akin also
believes her talent has some
connection to her excellence
in music and singing: the way
she reworks the sounds to be
backwards is similar to how she

changes pitches and keys.
“I also feel like there’s some
connection to my ear in music.
It’s always so acute that I’m always listening and interpreting,
and both things are based on
how I hear the sound, so I feel
like there’s some kind of connection,” said Akin.
While other people can act
similar to her talent, no one else
can replicate it exactly, but she
does hope to meet someone of
the same talent in the future.
“From my research, I
haven’t found anyone who does
it exactly the way that I do it.
People can read words backwards, but nobody else can repeat the sound patterns like I
do. It’d be cool to meet someone
who can speak the same as me,
and maybe even have a conversation from it,” said Akin.
A video of Akin demonstating her talent has been
Tweeted by the Prep News Twitter account, @SLUHPrepNews.

Healing Prayer Service
This evening, as a part of its Lenten observation,
SLUH is hosting a Healing Prayer Service in the chapel
from 7:30-8:30 P.M. Campus Ministry invites anyone
of the SLUH community to join in the event, which
will consist of both communal prayer and individual
healing opportunities with trained ministers.

Crossword | Luke Altier

Down

2. Traditional Phrase that a
ghost uses to scare its victims
3. “Don’t stay out past your
______!”
4. Another word for sick.
5. When an element loses or
gains an electron, it becomes
an ___.
6. When prompted, an audience will applaud. Another
word for applaud is ____.
7. The crossword you are doing right now is part of a
Prep____ newspaper.
8. If you are a SLUH ambassador, this is something you
have to give to 8th graders every year.
9. In a poker game of 5 card
draw, a common phrase that
might be heard is “____ and
one-eyed faces are wild this
round.”
10. In English, if something
is not comic(or tragic for
some), it could be considered
______.
11. The acidity of a substance
is measured using the pH
____.
14. For freshmen at SLUH,
____ arts is a mandatory
course for every student.
15. Short for operations... The
Call of Duty Black ___ gaming franchise has done very
well.
16. An elephant that flies using his gigantic ears.
19. The opposite of more.
20. When somebody ______
something, they hand it out or

give it out.
21. Indian Standard Time.
24. Forever and ____ , and
____.
26. “You better not ____, you
better not cry.”

27. Eskimos live in these
structures.
28. A former basic monetary
unit of Peru, equal to 100 centimos.
29. Something SLUH students

frequently take in each of achievement.
their classes.
34. If you are blind, you can30. “Aye, Drop the ___!”
not ___.
32. You’re either in or you’re
___.
33. To compete eagerly for
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50th annual Cashbah hits million mark for fifth consecutive year

Senior Jameson Fitzgerald at Cashbah.

(continued from page 1)

of such a large-scale event
took months of organizing.
Planning for half a century
of Cashbah: The Golden Gala
began last summer, when
Cashbah co-chairs Nicole
Nester and Aura Quinn assembled 33 committees and
planned how they were going
to follow up the extravagant
2018 Cashbah Bicentennial
Ball.
“They blew it out of the
water last year because it was
Mr. Laughlin’s last year, and
it was the 200th party,” said
Nester. “We were kind of concerned about having to go
back to a ‘normal’ Cashbah
year, but a special thing that
we tried to do that was nice
about this year was being able
to honor many of the past
chair people who have organized and attended Cashbah
for so long in the 50th year.”
The Golden theme also

created an aesthetic which
was present in all aspects of
the night and set the 50th
auction apart from previous
galas.
“Everything we did had
golden in it,” said Nester. “We
tried to play on that theme
and were trying to weave that
into all of Cashbah.”
Lots of meticulous planning and care were put into
securing gold-themed items
such as the Golden Retriever
and Golden Doodle dogs and
the ‘Golden Gala surprise’
item of the night, a signed
Paul Goldschmidt Jersey. The
Golden Ticket raffle, which
was a play on Willy Wonka
and the Chocolate Factory,
also raised money for the
event and played with the
golden theme. Other small
details, like topping the desserts with gold flakes and
making the invitation covers gold, tied the entire event

photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

together and displayed how
much careful effort the planning committees put into
making the Golden Gala special.
The other main attractions of the night that brought
in lots of money were some of
the non-golden, high priced
items that were all donated
by alumni and parents. Vacations ruled the night, with
destinations ranging from
tropical Cabo San Lucas and
Turks and Caicos to urban
destinations—a New York
trip including a CardinalsMets game and tours of the
city. Concerts ranging from
Cher to Ariana Grande were
also put up to auction alongside custom SLUH Fleur de
Lis coolers and dinner cooked
by President Alan Carruthers’
wife, who is a chef.
“The silent auction can
range from a gift certificate to
a trip to a vacation home,” said

Class of 2020 tabs Butler,
Herrmann to lead STUCO;
Thomas, Finlay to lead class
(continued from page 1)

are going to be much, much
more active on Instagram
and Snapchat heavily, also
Twitter. We are going to begin more content creation.
I have a lot of things that I
know I want to do.”
Butler is very thankful
for the support of his classmates.
“I want to give a huge
thanks to the class, I am so
grateful that you placed a lot
of trust in me. I can’t even
describe the feeling. I have a
debt to pay to everyone who
elected me and everyone in
this class. I promised in my
speech to make you proud
and, hopefully, by the end
of my term in May 2020, we
have accomplished a lot, the
class of 2020 has left a lasting
impact on student council,
and the entire SLUH experience as a whole,” said Butler.
Herrmann has been
the Vice President since his
freshman year, and he is
excited for another year of
leading his class.
“I am happy to be on
STUCO again for the fourth
year. I can’t wait to see what

this year brings us and
we’ve got a lot of good stuff
planned,” said Herrmann.
For Thomas, STUCO
is something completely
new to him. He hopes to
implement an honor code to
benefit the community and
hopes to increase involvement through competition
and fundraisers. Thomas
hopes that everyone can feel
included.
“I have talked to past
president Jack McGrail, ’18
about doing assemblies and
how we can build off of them
and my number one goal is
just to make people feel included,” said Thomas. “U.
High ‘till I die; it’s going to
be a great last year.”
Finlay, who is a part of
the Junior Class Council this
year, is looking to increase
school spirit and establish
himself as a person open to
feedback.
“I just want everyone
to have a lot of school spirit,
whether it’s hype videos or
just getting people out to all
SLUH-sponsored
events,”
said Finlay.
STUCO co-moderator

Megan Menne is very excited to work with the new
members of STUCO, noting
their enthusiasm and energy.
“From their speeches
today, they brought a lot of
enthusiasm, so I think that
will be very exciting for next
year, that enthusiasm and
spirit to keep building on
what we have.”
Menne was also pleased
with the voter turnout from
the junior class.
“We had a really good
group of juniors that applied
and the races were really
close,” said Menne. “Each
race would flip-flop all day
long and it really came down
to the last 30 votes. We had
236 students vote out of 257,
most of the class, which was
a really good turnout.”
This is the second year
of the new STUCO format.
Members of the executive
board will apply for positions instead of being voted
in by their classmates.
—Harrison Petty contributed
reporting.

Director of Annual Giving
John Penilla. “The live auction
is mostly more unique items,
trips or experiences that our
generous donors help us get,
betting that you can’t just go
and find online.”
Nester and Quinn did
not organize the Gala all by
themselves. Many SLUH parents gave their talents and
time to Cashbah in order to
make it such a success. Mom
and graphic artist Jennifer
Kelly spent hours designing
the invitations, formatting
ads, and creating the style and
imagery for the large auction
book that everyone in attendance received.
“She gave all of her talent
to this out of the bottom of
her heart,” said Nester. “I was
amazed.”
Other SLUH moms
helped with data entry, supplying items, securing sponsors, and getting student volunteers.
Lolly Frillman, with the
help of Director of Food Service Consultants Ms. Kathy
Hylla, was in charge of organizing the student and parent
volunteers who serve dinner,
bus tables, and help with bidding.
“The SLUH community
suits up and shows up when it
matters most,” said Frillman.
“The volunteers help me accomplish my goals and make
me look good because they
care about taking responsibility and doing service.”
Student volunteers interacted directly with attendees
and donors, and shared their
stories with alumni who continue to show their support
for SLUH after so many years.
“It was fun to see that so
many people care about the

students at SLUH and that
they are willing to donate
their money to help many
students attend,” said junior
Michael Gordon.
Along with the moms,
SLUH staff spend lots of time
planning as well. Staff in the
third floor Advancement offices dedicated a lot of their
time to the efforts leading up
to the auction day, working
closely with the co-chairs and
bidding company to ensure
the event went smoothly. The
maintenance staff, headed by
Director of Environmental
Services Jeff Fields, helped
setup and clean up run
smoothly.
“There are just so many
people who invested months
of work leading up this,” said
Carruthers. “From our parent
co-chairs to the advancement
staff in collection sponsors
and working so hard to assist with setup, as well as our
incredible environmental services staff, and the outside and
inside maintenance staff who
put in hours of hard work to
put this thing together and
take it all down.”

Without the generous
support of the SLUH community, however, Cashbah
would not be the grand event
that it is. In the live 15 minute
Fund-a-Need segment of the
night, where contributions
were asked to be given out of
the kindness of the attendees’
hearts, donors raised over
$300,000, for a Fund-A-Need
total of $420,000, which, added onto the money that the
raffle, tables, sponsorships,
and auction items made, totals for a preliminary estimate
of $1.2 million made on the
night.
“I was super proud of St.
Louis U. High and all of their
supporters—how committed
they are to a socioeconomically diverse school,” said Carruthers.
“We are very pleased,”
said Vice President of Institutional Advancement Melissa
Jones. “I am always humbled
by and incredibly grateful for
the generosity of this community.”

Seniors Ryan Armstrong and Drew Nester at Cashbah.
photo | Sulli Wallisch

Lots of data greets AdvancED
(continued from page 1)

the accreditation.
“The goal is to make sure
that we are continually improving as a school and we
have different standards and
benchmarks,” said Kesterson.
The process begins long
before the visiting team arrives. The committees (for
each aspect) investigate and
find evidence for the visiting
team before they arrive.
“Inside of each of our
school quality factors was a lot
of data. Anything from parentstudent handbook to the gradat-grad to individual tests and
projects that were assigned to
people,” said Director of Financial Aid Craig Hannick.
“There was a huge quantity of
data.”
There were hundreds
of pages of evidence. Some
examples include student
handbooks, Board of Trustees
governance, and copies of Sisyphus. The committees covered
every niche of the community
to show the team exactly what
happens at SLUH.
“It just shows you the tremendous amount of stuff that
goes on in this school: the different activities, the different
assessments, the different documents, the different committees, different ways that people
contribute to the school,” said

Hannick.
Five years ago, the visiting team recommended that
SLUH improve their communication, data, and technology,
according to Kesterson.
For the most recent accreditation, the visiting team
looked at the improvements
to those three categories along
with the mandated topics
promoted by the national AdvancED.
On Monday and Tuesday
last week, the visiting team
reviewed the information and
met with people all over the
school community.
When meeting with students, the team asked questions about activities in the
community, student mental
health, and how the administration communicates with the

student body.
Teachers, administrators,
parents, and board members
all answered questions concerning similar issues and how
the school is run.
Secular
accreditation,
outside of the Jesuit accreditation, shows the school’s ability
to be able to teach at a college
prep level. When SLUH sends
transcripts to colleges, the accreditation seal shows the level
of education that SLUH offers.
“It lets colleges and incoming students know that we
are a top-notch school that is
accredited by an outside agency,” said Hannick.
“Overall we are accredited
and have a great school. It was
good to showcase the school
to other educators around the
state,” said Kesterson.

photo | Liam John
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New York Band Trip
The St. Louis U. High Jazz Band, Symphonic Band, and Orchestra traveled to New York City two weeks
ago to compete in WorldStrides National Band Competition. On Friday, March 29 the group awoke after a late
arrival to head to Carroll Music Rehearsal Studios, where the bands learned from clinicians from New York
University and Columbia University. On Saturday Band Director Jeff Pottinger conducted the three groups
at Riverside Church in Upper Manhattan. Jazz Band and Symphonic Band eaned gold ratings, and Orchestra
earned a silver rating. Andrew Wilson, Andrew Unseth, Erald Murati, Luke Missey, and Justin Koesterer earned
soloist awards.
On Friday and Saturday the bands and moderators enjoyed the fine arts of New York had to offer by traveling to three locations to view musical performances, Jazz at the Lincoln Center and Carnegie Hall, and Broadway theater performances, Aladdin, The Lion King, and The Band’s Visit. Excursions to Times Square, Central
Park, and a dinner cruise around the Statue of Liberty also occupied the band during their trip.
— Compiled by Handley Hicks
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Improv Show debuts
Friday night
(continued from page 1)

deliver their punchline to an
audience ready to cheer or
boo for whatever combination
of wit, cliché, corniness, or
clownery follows. Each joke
taken well by the audience
merits a point, and the tally is
kept throughout the show.
“We’ve practiced playing ‘Hey Waiter’, but we have
no idea what the audience is
going to give us,” said McKernan.
McKernan describes rehearsals as analogous to practicing for a sports game.
“The actual event is improvised, but you know what
the rules are and you know
what you’re hoping for,” said
McKernan.
Other games are more
scene-oriented. In “Genres,”
four cast members act out a
scene and subsequently are
given a new genre to perform
the same scene in. The game
proceeds to exhaust the scene
a few times over in science fiction, noir, daytime soap opera,
etc.
“I love playing genres
because I get to start with a
basic scene, but then I get the
chance to turn it completely
on its head,” said junior Fitz
Cain. “It also allows me to play
a ton of totally exaggerated
characters in totally different
worlds, which is awesome.”
In “Press Conference,” a
cast member is sent out of the
room and the audience volunteers a person— from history, pop culture, or the like—
and an item. The ousted cast
member returns and begins a
press conferences announcing a new product. Their goal
is to identify themselves and
the product they’re unveiling
from clues hidden in the questions the other cast member
“journalists” ask.
Players invent their own
dialogue, blocking, and characters on the spot. They know
which games they will play,
how to play them, but not
what they’ll do in each situa-

tion.

The cast members come
from all backgrounds in theater and improv. Some have
musical theater training, some
have taken McKernan’s improv class. Some are seasoned
thespians and others are yet to
perform for a live audience.
The cast of 15 is relatively
large for an improv show, so
McKernan chose the competition format as a roundabout
way to have smaller subcasts
that can work and grow together.
“I took Mr. McKernan’s
class and loved it, and I’ve
never done an improv show
before, so I decided to try
out,” said senior Patrick Blanner. “Working with this cast
is incredible, and I’m looking
forward to finally getting audience feedback.”
Because the scenes in
each show are random, the
lighting and sound design is
minimal.
“Because it’s natural, we
can’t commit to much,” said
stage manager Ben Stringer.
“There’s just not an opportunity to plan everything out as
much as we’re used to.”
The minimal streetscape
set builds an open energy: a
St. Louis skyline backdrop
provides a pop of color to a
stage built in darkness around
the performers. Scaffolding,
park benches, and an asphaltesque flooring add to the urban aura. The environment is
as intimate as it is energetic.
Studio seating brings the audience mere feet from the actors, and the cast’s constant
presence with their teams on
the sidelines builds personal
stakes and an encouraging atmosphere within the theater.
The show will take place
in the Schulte theater this Friday and Satruday at 7:30 p.m.,
followed by a matinee Sunday
afternoon at 2 p.m.

Admin responds to
insensitive social
media usage
(continued from page 1)

TOP LEFT: Orchestra being instructed by an NYU
clinician.
TOP RIGHT: Students awaiting the start of Jazz at
the Lincoln Center.
MIDDLE: Entire Band in front of Naval ship.
BOTTOM MIDDLE LEFT: Symphonic Band playing for an NYU professor.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Students on top of the Empire
State Building.
BOTTOM LEFT: Students on the streets of New
York.

photos | courtesy of SLUH Band
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media they can often be even
more dangerous.”
“Those words on the
screen become permanent.
The permanent element of
that is what is so scary. If you
and I were to have a conversation, the conversation is fleeting. It is gone. You can’t show
it. When type something into
a social media platform those
things can be captured, and
that’s a hard thing for guys to
still grasp,” said Kesterson.
The process of educating
students about healthy communication and social media
is ongoing, according to Gibbons, and more education is
always needed.
“This puts more responsibility on us as a school to
make sure that we are doing
some of the things we say we

should do. We need to make
sure conversations are taking
place to make sure SLUH is a
safe comfortable place for everyone,” said Kesterson.
The administration has
expressed that the incident
reveals the greater existing
problem in our world involving issues with communication, race, and building a
healthy community.
“This was an explosive moment for our community that revealed blind
spots relating to the power
words, racial and cultural
history and the amplifying
nature of technology,” said
Gibbons. “My greatest hope is
that we can be a better community from the lessons of the
past few weeks.”

WoPo makes waters dangerous with 8-1 start, third place finish in
out-of-town tournament

Senior John McCabe after a save against De Smet.
BY Joe Feder
CORE STAFF

R

esilient is the word for
the St. Louis U. High
water polo team, which
started its season with an
impressive record of 8-1.
This year’s season has seen
the Jr. Bills fighting more for
their victories, four of which
have been decided by two
goals or fewer.
After four long weeks
of practice, SLUH was prepared for their season opener against long-time rival
Parkway West on March
25. As the runner-up in last

year’s State Championship,
the Longhorns were eager to
stampede over the team, but
for every rally West brought
to the pool, the Jr. Bills responded with increased fervor. Junior captain Michael
Kreienkamp carried the Jr.
Bill offense with five goals,
and the squad was grounded
by the unyielding goaltending from senior captain John
McCabe, who racked up 12
saves and six steals. The final score was 10-8.
“Two goals is not a lot,
and they are a good team,”
said McCabe. “They are a

photo | Louis Barnes

force to be reckoned with,
but we are a pack of piranhas
preparing for a big attack as
a team.”
Just two days later, the
team looked to capitalize
on their energizing opening
win in a game against Parkway Central. Unfortunately,
the passion that had driven
the squad to its win against
the Longhorns was absent
in the first half against the
Colts until Kreienkamp and
senior Luke Brawer rejuvenated the Jr. Bills with three
goals each. McCabe notched
12 saves for the second game

in a row, and senior captain
Garrett Baldes ran a tight
defense, corralling the Colts
11-4.
“We came into the game
thinking that stuff was just
gonna happen for us and
we would win easily, so we
made careless errors,” said
Baldes.
After two wins against
St. Louis teams, the varsity
squad headed north to test
its skill against the more
physical teams of Chicago.
“It’s a good opportunity
for us to see some different
teams and to get some good
competitive games, and it’s
also a bit of a team bonding experience,” said varsity
head coach John Penilla.
After a long bus ride,
SLUH, accompanied by JV
coach Paul Baudendistal
and team dad Dan Schulte, rushed into York High
School for an 8:30 game
against St. Ignatius Prep.
It was a routine game
for the Jr. Bills, who treaded
their way to a comfortable
11-5 win. The junior duo of
Andrew Zimmerman and
Kreienkamp combined for
seven goals, leaving the team
confident as they headed to
the hotel to rest before a

long Saturday of polo.
“We pushed through
our fatigue, and that gave
us all of the confidence and
energy that we carried with
us to the next three games,”
said Zimmerman.
The next morning, the
team faced off against York
in their first of three games.
Sloppy play plagued the
Jr. Bills, as they allowed a total of 22 turnovers throughout the game, nine of which
came in the second quarter.
Early goals from Baldes and
Kreienkamp were enough
to keep the team even with
their hosts through the first
quarter, but they fell behind
in the second, 4-3. After the
half, the squad returned to
form, rallying for a 9-7 victory.
Just over one hour later,
the whistle blew, signaling
the swim-off of SLUH’s second game of the day, against
Fenwick.
The team fell behind
early, with a goal from Luke
Brawer serving as the only
mark of the SLUH offense in
the first quarter. The squad
seemed unable to capitalize on any of its offensive
opportunities, leaving 16
missed shots in the water.

Early on in the third quarter, Zimmerman was ejected
from the game for amassing
three personal fouls, and the
Jr. Bills were handed their
first loss of the season, 14-6.
While many teams may
have been discouraged after such a loss, SLUH found
another gear for their final
game of the tournament,
against Mundelein, where
they played their best game
of the tournament.
It was a call-and-response game. Each offensive gain made by one team
was matched by the other.
The Jr. Bills prevailed, due
largely to magnificent work
from McCabe, who recorded
12 saves, including a save at
the buzzer to secure the win,
and a well-rounded offense,
with junior Kevin Flack
picking up two goals. The
8-7 victory and third place
finish in the York Tournament was most certainly a
team effort.
“It was dread and utter suspense up to (the final save),” said Brawer. “But
after McCabe blocked that
shot, I knew he would protect the ball.”
After a pit stop at Cul-

continued on page 7

Lacrosse makes mark against local teams, struggles on the road
BY Justin Koesterer and
Blake Obert
SPORTS EDITOR, CORE STAFF

A

t face value, the St. Louis U.
High varsity lacrosse team’s
4-7 record is misleading—it
doesn’t paint an accurate picture
of the team.
Only four of those games
have pitted the Jr. Bills against
teams in their area. Against
those teams they’ve found success, going 3-1.
The out of town competition, however, has been quite
fierce, as SLUH has fallen to
each team from outside of the
St. Louis area they faced with the
exception of Rockhurst High
School of Kansas City .
After a long offseason of
training and practice, the Jr. Bills
were ready to start the season in
a home opener against the Lafayette Lancers on the freezing
windy Friday night of March 8.
The first half of the first
quarter was all Lafayette. They
efficiently netted three goals in
two minutes, which brought
some nervous feelings to the
home crowd, but these feelings
soon disappeared as the Jr. Bills
began to get back into the swing
of things.
A quarter and a half later,
the Jr. Bills had stormed back
with five unanswered goals.
Senior captain Charlie
Carse and senior Collin Gund
each had a hat trick, and junior Brendan Hannah scored
two goals. The game also saw
a fantastic performance from
sophomore Bobby Conroy, who
put away four goals. Consistent
goaltending from senior captain

Will Webster helped secure the
first win of the season, 14-8.
“It’s important for the year
to start off with a win, so that’s
nice. It’s nice to get back into the
game again,” said Webster.
Five days later, the Jr. Bills
beat Chaminade 12-9. Along
with the exhilaration of defeating a rival, the win gave the Jr.
Bills a huge moral boost, making the Jr. Bills feel as if they
could make things interesting
with any team in St. Louis.
“That was really important,
especially because they have a
very good defense this year. We
took the game real serious. At
the beginning of the game we
came out really fired up. That
game was really well put together. We played well as a team, not
just individually,” said Carse.
A trip down to the Louisville area over the next weekend, March 16-17, pitted SLUH
against its toughest opponents
yet, and some of the best teams
in that region. The first was
against St. Xavier High School
in Louisville.
Going in, the Jr. Bills knew
Xavier had some of the brightest offensive talent in the region,
and it showed, as SLUH was
throttled 19-3. St. X had a very
easy time putting balls in the net
and an even easier time controlling possession.
What held SLUH back the
most though was their inability
to clear the ball, and in turn the
offense saw little opportunity to
make a dent in St. X’s lead.
The next day, the Jr. Bills
next faced off against Trinity
High School of Louisville. Trin-

ity’s offense showed the same
ferocity as St. X, and they steamrolled their way past a fatigued
Jr. Bills team to an easy 17-5 victory.
“Our defense is brand new.
Our defense could definitely
use some work,” said senior defenseman Nick Lang. “We were
getting beat pretty easily out
of town. It was our first games
together, and we just weren’t
communicating. As time goes
on, we’re definitely getting better at communicating and our
defense is getting better,”
The following weekend,
the Jr. Bills traveled again, but
this time the destination was
Tennessee. The boys in blue
fared slightly better this weekend, losing 10-6 to Memphis
University School and 16-6 to
Briarcrest Christian Academy,
but despite making improvements, they were still unhappy
with the results.
“We have a lot of new guys
this year, especially on defense,
so every time we practice we
get better. Just that one week of
practice showed us how much
better we could get throughout
the year,” said Webster.
After returning home,
SLUH was set to face off against
Eureka, who the Jr. Bills defeated
in the semi-finals last year to advance to the state championship.
SLUH faced a major problem
in this game, though. Eureka
senior Chase Baker scored nine
times in Eureka’s 19-11 rout
of the Junior Bills. SLUH kept
it close in the first half, but the
pressure from Baker and company was just too much for the

new defense to handle.
“We played a zone for him
so he couldn’t get inside, and literally all he did was stand outside our zone and pick corner,”
said Lang. “He has the best shot
I’ve seen yet. I heard he’s an AllAmerican, and he could play D1
if he wanted to, but he would
just stand at the top of our zone,
almost at the restraining line,
and ‘nipe corners. It was crazy.
I’ve never seen such a good
shot.”
The Jr. Bills, after losing
five in a row, looked to make a
comeback with a victory over
Rockhurst from Kansas City.
The beginning of the game
played into Rockhurst’s hands,
accumulating a 6-2 lead by the
end of half. At one point in the
second half, the Jr. Bills faced a
deficit as large as five, trailing
8-3. But Webster and the defense held Rockhurst back by

enough for Carse and Hannah
to lead the Jr. Bills to a thrilling
comeback win with five goals
apiece.
“It was a good win for us.
We needed a win at that time,
after five straight losses,” said
Webster. “It was good to get
back, and it showed us that even
when were down, there’s still
a little bit of fight left in us. We
worked hard and quick, so that
was good to see.”
The Jr. Bills’ offense in an
18-5 demolition of Parkway
West. Carse led the team, scoring a third of the teams points
and enough for two hat tricks.
SLUH played Arrowhead
High School from Wisconsin
next. The two teams were tightly
matched throughout the game,
in large part because of a stellar
performance from Arrowhead’s
goalie, who shut down many
of the Jr. Bills’ offensive oppor-

tunities. SLUH’s weakness on
defense ultimately got the better
of them as Arrowhead managed to put up one more point
than them in the final quarter to
make the final score 11-10.
“It was good playing an
out of town team a little more
evenly matched with us,” said
Webster. “Obviously we lost, but
it came down to the last minute of the game, so we’re showing improvement. If we played
them again later in the year, it
would probably be a different
outcome.”
The team faced Shawnee
Mission East of Kansas City the
following day. The team has yet
to win a game on the day after
a game, a trend that continued
against Shawnee.
After falling behind by
five in the first quarter, SLUH’s
defense greatly improved. Hannah racked up another hat trick,
as did Conroy and Carse. Once
again, the issue for the Jr. Bills
came down to possession time,
which was difficult to find as
turnovers from Shawnee were
hard to come by and SLUH’s
weakness in clearing the ball
continued to be evident.
“Our main focus is our
clears,” said Lang. “Once we stop
a shot or get a turnover, we have
a hard time getting it to our offense and then if we don’t get it
to our offense it gives the other
team a fast break which lets in
easier goals. We need to work
on our clears.”
The Jr. Bills play Saturday
in the Father Marco Cup vs.
their Jesuit archrivals De Smet
art | Jackson DuCharme High School.
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On the road: Rugby beats Germantown, falls to Volleyball kills start
Junior Blues
of season as they go
undefeated
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BY Thom Molen and
John Mungenast
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

I

t’s been a busy two weeks
for the Jr. Bills rugby program, with two games apiece
for their varsity and JV
squads. In these games, varsity went 1-1 and JV won both
of its matches decisively.
The games started out
with a road trip for the varsity
side to Germantown, Tenn.,
to play the Germantown Rugby Club. The Jr. Bills dominated the first half, going up 22-5
at the break, but only narrowly avoided a comeback, scoring only one try in the second
half, and winning 29-24.
Junior Owen Tucker attributed some of the team’s
success to its new pre-game
routine.
“We really put an emphasis on creating a better
warm-up environment,” said
Tucker. “We blasted the Led
Zeppelin, floated through our
drills, and got ready to play
some good footy.”
The Jr. Bills grinded
through the beginning of the
match, keeping cool and running their offense until Germantown recovered the ball.
SLUH responded by applying
pressure to the Germantown
offense. Senior wing Nick
Shelton saw a long pass and
intercepted the ball to propel
up the field and score the first
try of the match, setting the
score at 5-0.
After a quick tap penalty by Tucker was passed to
senior Trey Saleeby, senior
Darion Mullins picked up the
ball from the ruck and dove
into the tryzone to score. A
successful Tucker conversion
kick set the score at 12-0.
“We had really good
runs, especially from our
wings,” said Saleeby. “The forwards did a great job of pushing the ball forward and finding holes in the defense so
that the ball could be passed
wide to our wings to score.”
When Germantown got
possession of the ball, SLUH’s

defense drove them all the
way back to their try zone
so Germantown kicked the
ball down field. Junior Luke
Schuermann recovered the
ball and ran it straight up the
field, increasing the lead to
17-0.
SLUH fought a defensive battle until Germantown
scraped through with a try.
SLUH kicked off and only let
Germantown have the ball

games that are close all the
way to the end,” said senior AJ
Storer. “They had a little bit
of a different style of play—a
little more hard hitting—so
it was good to experience
that before facing the Junior
Blues.”
After some hard-fought
matches in the BBQ capital
of the world, varsity returned
home for the second most important match of the year in

Junior Luke Schuermann breaking a tackle.

for one run before stealing it
back. Junior Andy Finlay ran
up field to get right in front
of the tryzone, and Tucker
grabbed the ball from the
ruck and dove into the tryzone, setting the score at 22-5
going into the half.
“We played fast, we
played quick, and we always
had them on their heels,”
said senior Justin “Frenchie”
Lombard. “First half, we were
strong and applied a lot of
pressure on them so they
would break.”
SLUH started the second
half off slow. Germantown
scored multiple tries and got
the score to 22-19. Junior
Luke Schuermann changed
that narrow score by recovering a Germantown kick and
running it half the length of
the field to score. Germantown sneaked one last try before the end of the game setting the final at 29-24.
“They were a really good
team and I personally love

photo | Mr.Vincent Lombard

a regular season against the
Kansas City Junior Blues.
Both teams applied pressure on defense and ran hard
on offense. The Junior Blues
eventually overloaded one
side of the field and scored. A
few drives later, they scored
again, setting the score at 120.
“When we played our
game, when we did what
we were supposed to do, we
broke through their line easily and they couldn’t stop us,”
said Lombard. “It was keeping the ball that was difficult.
We had a lot of penalties that
worked against us and our defense wasn’t spreading out.”
A post-kickoff tackle
and successful conversion
brought the score to 12-7.
The back and forth continued with a score by the Junior Blues, followed by Finlay
scoring to make it 19-12 at
half.
The second half did not
start out in favor of SLUH.

The Junior Blues kept beating
SLUH’s defense on the wings
and ran up the score to 33-12.
SLUH failed to win any set
pieces, which allowed the Junior Blues to score on two of
their tries.
After a long offensive
battle up the field, SLUH finally got the ball out wide to
Finlay, who worked his magic
and got the try. A conversion
by Tucker set the score at 3319.
SLUH got the tryline
again and kept trying to no
avail until senior Zack Bievenue picked up the ball and
dove through the legs of an
unsuspecting Junior Blues
player. With a successful conversion, the final score was
33-26.
“As a group, we identified a couple areas where we
need to commit to as a group
fully,” said varsity head coach
Tony Born, ’10. “The first is
lightning quick ball, which
describes the way we to play
with the ball in hand and the
second is communication and
line speed in defense. Both of
these require work rate and
communication so that’s what
we are working on this week
and going into upcoming
games.”
Varsity was not the only
team clashing on the field
down south. JV also showed
out in two dominant performances against a Christian
Brothers High School from
Memphis, blowing them out
45-0, and crushing Liberty
39-5.
“We played very aggressive defense and did very well
tackling, keeping the ball on
their half for a majority of the
game” said junior Tay Wiley.
“We communicated very well
allowing for us to impose our
will onto them.”
In the upcoming week,
the Jr Bills’ 1st Varsity will face
off against Lindbergh High
School, and their 2nd Varsity
matches up against the North
County Rugby Club.

SLUH faces elite Illinois competition; foul
trouble and turnovers limit success
(continued from page 6)

ver’s for a post-tournament
dinner and several naps on
the trek home, an exhausted
WoPo team arrived back at
SLUH just 29 hours after
they had left on Friday afternoon. But there was no rest
for the weary, as the team
prepared for its home opener against Parkway South on
Monday, April 1.
Clearly tired from the
physically demanding games
of Chicago, the Jr. Bills were
unable to make quick work
of the Patriots as they had
expected, but confident play
from veteran seniors Jarrett
Schneider and Justin Surber
and a no-nonsense performance from Kreienkamp,
who notched seven goals on
nine shots, led to a 10-5 victory on April Fools Day.
Due to their long preseason, SLUH has been
challenged by their relentless schedule, as they must
fit each of their games and

tournaments into an abbreviated season. Naturally,
the squad was ready to take
two days to focus on their
skills before facing the No.
2-ranked Lindbergh Flyers.
Despite being well-rested for the game against Lindbergh, the Jr. Bills had great
difficulty finding the back of
the net, amassing 18 missed
shots through the game.
Overall, the team’s performance was lackluster, missing several easy goals on offense and allowing the Flyers
to slip through the defense
to keep the game tied at 6-6
in the third quarter. A beautiful game-winning shot—a
fake from the perimeter shot
into the upper corner—from
Schneider saved the Jr. Bills
heading into the final quarter, and seven more goals for
Kreienkamp were enough to
win the day to the tune of
8-6.
“Our defense was really sloppy in the beginning,

but we started to pull away,
which was huge for us to
finish strong,” said Kreienkamp.
The most important
play of the game, however,
came from McCabe, who
defended his status as one of
the best goalies in the state,
saving a flurry of four shots
from the Flyers late in the
fourth.
After a long weekend,
it was time for SLUH to go
speedo-to-speedo with their
Jesuit rivals from De Smet,
but the game was not the
battle that the Spartans had
hoped for.
A goal during the first
possession of the game from
junior Will Fox set the tone
for the game, and De Smet
could not find an answer to
Kreienkamp, who tallied six
goals. McCabe only added
to the Spartans frustration,
proving to be a granite wall
with 13 saves and five steals,
holding his opponents to

a shutout until the final 27
seconds.
“Seeing the team learn
what it means to prepare and
to execute on every possession and what it means to
play at a high level has definitely been the biggest area
of growth,” said Penilla.
Unfortunately, the game
was not perfect for the Jr.
Bills, as Zimmerman again
found himself in foul trouble
as he was “rolled” from his
second game of the season.
The game also kicked off a
barbarous stretch of nine
games in ten days for the
team.
The SLUH-CBC game
was canceled due to unsafe
water temperatures at Forest
Park this past Tuesday. The
Jr. Bills will compete at the
De Smet Invitational, where
they will face off against
Parkway West for the second
time, and look for redemption in a rematch against
Fenwick.

BY Chris Staley
SPORTS EDITOR

C

oming off their undefeated season, the St. Louis
U. High volleyball team has
shown it is as good as last year’s
undefeated team, going 8-0
in its first set of games in the
season. The team has proven
its dominance with huge wins
over top teams in the area, including Mehlville, Parkway
West, and De Smet. This past
week, the Jr. Bills battled CBC,
De Smet, and Parkway Central,
beating all three.
“Our coach talked a lot
about the theme of battle to
start off the season,” said senior
Charlie Steenberge. “He said
this because he believes we are
going to need to really work
for a lot of wins this year, more
so than last, but also knows we
are capable of beating any team
we play just have to play our
hardest every point and not get
down on ourselves.”
The Jr. Bills faced off
against the CBC Cadets in a
match that SLUH controlled
from the start, dominating
most serves and only needing
two sets to take the victory.
When subbed in for Steenberge
who was leading Kairos, freshman George Henken proved
his spot on the team, crushing
the game with 19 assists and
two aces.
“George definitely came to
play against CBC,” said senior
Joe Manion. “He’s been coming
off a nasty blister situation on
his feet so it was cool to see how
unbothered he was by it. He
was a serving machine too. Big
things to come from that boy.”
After taking the first set
25-12, the Cadets were unable
to handle the fast offense of the
Jr. Bills in the second set. Along
with a dominant serving streak
by Manion, senior Dalton Ennis helped with his kills, placing
the ball in the open court. Both
Ennis and sophomore Peter
Quinn got seven kills and gave
SLUH the win in the second set
and the game, 25-15.
“Our underclassmen have
really stepped up huge for us all
the way from juniors to even
freshman,” said Steenberge.
“Emmanuel Reyes played
amazing against arguably the
best middle in the state, Clay
Kruse, getting two early kills
and a block or two that really
set the tone for the rest of the
match. Peter Quinn and Peter
Curdt have really solidified or
team offensively and defensively with their athleticism.”
The team came into the

game against De Smet ready
for a battle. De Smet’s powerful
team this year is one that the Jr.
Bills could possibly face in the
State final, and this game was a
show that proved who was best.
“We are still early in the
year so a lot of our preparation
is really focused on our side of
the net. We have been working to become more consistent
in all areas of the game, so our
primary focus was consistent
mental approach,” said head
coach Jeff Cheak. “De Smet is
going to be a top team this year
and we could potentially play
them a few more times and
again in the playoffs. I think
both teams were really focusing
on our own side.”
The game started with
high energy. The first set went
back and forth, but SLUH never lost the lead in the craziness.
After a streak of points from
the Jr. Bills, De Smet used a
timeout to regroup, but it didn’t
seem to help much as the Bills
came back to get the point after
a seemingly endless rally. With
a hit from junior Peter Curdt
and a pass from Steenberge,
junior Emmanuel Reyes was
set up perfectly to spike the ball
into the open court to make the
score 13-8.
“We really fed off the energy of the big game and big
moment which kept us active
and talking to each other,” said
Steenberge. “The more energized we are, the more we talk,
and the better we play.”
After a strong dig by Curdt
and kills by Ennis, De Smet
gave the Jr. Bills a scare when
they went on a tear for four
unanswered points to make it
16-14 and forcing SLUH to call
a timeout. But, SLUH wasn’t
shaken as Manion brought the
boys back with serves that the
Spartans couldn’t seem to return.
“Every day I practice serving 200 balls into the court, in
honor of our school’s bicentennial, which definitely doubly
blesses my serving skills,” said
Manion. “I think the constant
focus on aggressive serves is
what sparks momentum in
tight games.”
After a timeout by De
Smet, SLUH closed out the set
with powerful kills from senior
Dalton Ennis and sophomore
Peter Quinn, winning the first
set 25-19.
“Our hitters also did an
amazing job of getting kills efficiently,” said Steenberge. “They
stayed away from the blockers

continued on page 8
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Volleyball fixes errors versus Parkway
Central; ready for fierce competition
(continued from page 7)

and made it hard for the passers to give a good pass if any.”
After a solid start by De
Smet in the second set, the Jr.
Bills took control with their
crafty passes and perfect placement of their kills. After senior
Andrew Cross nearly broke the
Danis Field House court with a
strong kill, Manion showed off
his skills, going cross court on
one spike and placing the ball
between two Spartans, making
the score 10-6.
“We kept the energy high
and got hyped after every point.
That’s what keeps this team
hot,” said Manion. “Charlie did
a great job running different
plays and we were really able to
establish a strong offense.”
The Jr. Bills controlled
the rest of the set. Four points
from beautiful serves by Tanner Dougherty and the blocks
at the net by Reyes and Ennis
separated the Jr. Bills from De
Smet. SLUH took advantage of
the Spartans miscommunications and took the second set
and the game 25-18.
“Our serving really put
a lot of pressure on them and
kept them out of system most
of the match,” said Cheak. “De
Smet is really strong in the
middle, so by keeping them
out of system they weren’t able
to effectively engage their top
guys.

The following day, the Jr.
Bills headed to Parkway Central to face off against the Colts.
The team struggled in the first
set when it came to serves,
missing shots or hitting them
out. The team also failed to
make good passes and made
plenty of hitting errors, giving
the Colts an advantage. Despite
never losing the lead, Parkway
Central came close in the first
set and gave the Jr. Bills a scare.
“I think a lot of us weren’t
in the right mindset going into
the game, and that caused us to
play below our potential,” said
Manion. “We expected to easily
roll over this team but because
of that we didn’t put in enough
effort.”
However, senior captain
Brian Venhaus rallied the boys
together with his flawless serving to push the Bills to take the
first set 25-15.
“We went through the
motions in the first set which
we get caught a lot doing
against bad teams,” said Steenberge. “Brian said in our huddle in between sets we need to
set the energy level because we
are matching their really low
energy level and causing us to
play at their level.”
In the second set, SLUH
was able to correct their flaws.
Venhaus continued to dominate from the serving line, and
the players showed their talent

as well. Ennis was again dominant at the net with his kills,
and Cross helped out as well
with his powerful kills. SLUH
ended up taking the second set
and game with ease, 25-13.
“We still haven’t reach
the level we will need for the
playoffs,” said Cheak. “We really talked about when to be
aggressive versus conservative
when serving. We are continuing to learn the right mental
approach in both serving and
passing.”
As the volleyball squad
heads into a long break, they
hope to prepare for some tough
competition. In the Parkway
Central tournament this Friday
and Saturday, SLUH will get
their first look at Lafayette—
the team they beat in the State
finals last year. It will most likely be their toughest test yet, but
they are ready.
“I guess we will find how
prepared we really are this
weekend. I am anxious to see
how we match against some of
the top teams. I believe seven of
the top 10 teams will be in the
tournament and we get the opportunity to see some teams we
won’t see in the regular season,”
said Cheak. “Our team loves to
play against the top teams and,
win or lose, we will see what areas of our game are strong and
which need work.”

Varsity Briefs
V Tennis (3-3)
3/29-University High (Il.)
SLUH
1
U. High (Il.)
8
Singles wins (seed): Tettamble
(3)
4/1-John Burroughs
SLUH
3
John Burroughs
6
Singles wins (seed): Da Silva
(2), Tettamble (3), Dowd (6)
4/5-Lindbergh
SLUH
4
Lindbergh
5
Singles wins (seed): Tettamble
(1), Da Silva (2), Dowd (4)
Doubles wins (seed): Lombardi/Dowd (2), Trower/
Bruen (4)
4/8-Clayton
SLUH
9
Clayton 0
Singles wins (seed): Tettamble
(1), Fischer (2), Da Silva (3),
Stefanescu (4), Lombardi (5),
Dowd (6)
Doubles wins (seed): Tettamble/Fischer (1), Stefanescu/
Dowd (2), Lombardi/Johnston (3)

V Golf (2-1)
3/28 Bantle Tournament
1st out of 16, score of 307
4/1 St. Dominic
SLUH
245
St. Dominic 260
4/2-Chaminade
SLUH
235
Chaminade 236
4/8 Bulldog Battle
5th out of 25
V1 Inline (1-2)
4/2-Parkway South
Parkway South
3 4 F: 7
SLUH		
1 2 F: 3
Goals: Justin Jacoby (2), Matt
Warnecke

V2 Inline (1-5)
4/7-Oakville
SLUH
2 4
F: 6
Oakville
2 5
F: 7
Goals: Ben Winkelmann (2),
Cole Fitzhenry, Sean Wiegers
(2), Jack Moehle
4/8-Lindbergh
Lindbergh 2 4
F: 6
SLUH
2 3
F: 5
Goals: Sean Wiegers (2),
Chase Tretter, Ben Winkelmann, Nolan Meyer
V Track
4/5-Eureka Invitational
2nd of 6 teams
Highlights: Williams (1:55
800m, 1st, 2nd in state), Rackers (4:25 1600m, 1st), Hetlage
(4:30 1600m, 2nd), Elliott
(40-07.25 Triple Jump, 3rd)

4/4-CBC
CBC
1 9 F: 10
SLUH 5 7 F: 12
Goals: Ryan Spinner (5), Matt
Warnecke (2), Justin Jacoby V Baseball
4/1- Chaminade
(5)
Chaminade 1 0 0 1 1 0 F: 3
SLUH
3 0 3 2 3 2 F:13
4/3-St.Mary’s
St.Mary’s 0 0 0 4 0 0
—compiled by Jared Thorn- SLUH
511601
berry, Nick Prainito, Chris
Staley, and Jimmy Stanley
4/5-Webster Groves
Webster 0 0 0 2 0 0 0
SLUH 0 0 1 1 1 1 X

F: 4
F:14
F:2
F:4

PN Calendar

Thursday, April 11

Tuesday, April 16

AP

Cor Jesu Band Visit
AP
Senior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Missouri Western State University
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
3:30PM C/JV/V Golf vs CBC
4:00PM JV/V Tennis vs De Smet
C Baseball vs McCluer
4:30PM C/JV/V Volleyball vs Vianney
B Baseball @ Vianney
V Tennis vs Belleville West
5:00PM JV Lacrosse vs Francis Howell
6:00PM President’s Reception
7:00PM V lacrosse vs Francis Howell
V Baseball vs Vianney

Tuesday, April 23

Wednesday, April 17

Wednesday, April 24

Lunch
4:00PM
4:30PM
5:30PM
6:00PM

Regular Schedule
Bicentennial Mass Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Illinois College
United States Air Force
Snack—Bosco Stick
Special—Dominos Pizza
Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes
JV/V Tennis vs CBC
XV2 Rugby vs North County
AMDG Spirituality
C Inline vs Ft. Zumwalt South

Friday, April 12

Special Schedule
Bicentennial Pilgrimage
Spring Studio
De Smet Water Polo Invitational
4:15PM C Baseball @ Fox
4:30PM B baseball vs St. Dominic
5:00PM C Lacrosse vs Marquette
5:30PM JV Lacrosse vs John Burroughs
6:00PM C Inline vs Northwest
7:00PM V Inline vs Rockwood

AP

Saturday, April 13

Spring Studio
ACT @ SLUH
Kentucky Baseball Tournament
9:00AM C Inline vs Howell
12:00PM Scholastic High School Placement Test
C Lacrosse vs De Smet
1:00PM V Inline vs Seckman
2:00PM JV lacrosse vs De Smet
4:00PM V Lacrosse vs De Smet
5:00PM V Inline vs Fox
9:00PM JV Inline vs De Smet Jesuit

Sunday, April 14

Spring Studio
Kentucky Baseball Tournament
Alton Doubles Tennis Tournament
1:00PM Ultimate Frisbee @ Marquette Open
7:00PM V1 Inline vs Oakville
8:00PM V2 Inline vs Seckman
Monday, April 15
Regular Schedule
AP
AP English Bootcamp
Mass of Praise & Gratitude Liturgical Choir
Rehearsal
Snack—Pepperoni Bosco Stick
Lunch Special—Steak & Cheese
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
8:00AM V Golf @ Webster Cup
3:30PM JV Golf vs Chaminade
4:30PM JV/V Water Polo @ Ladue
B Baseball vs De Smet
5:30PM C Baseball vs St. Dominic
7:00PM C Inline vs CBC

Lunch
3:30PM
4:00PM
4:15PM
4:30PM
5:30PM
6:00PM
7:30PM
9:00PM

Regular Schedule

8:00AM V Golf @ Lake Forest Invitational
8:30AM JV Golf @ Kirkwood Invitational
12:00PM C Baseball vs Chaminade
3:30PM C/V Golf vs Chaminade
4:00PM C/JV/V Volleyball @ CBC
4:30PM JV/V Water Polo @ Kirkwood
4:45PM V Baseball vs CBC
Regular Schedule
8:00AM V Golf @ Lake Forest Invitational
8:30AM JV Golf @ Kirkwood Invitational
12:00PM C Baseball vs Chaminade
3:30PM C/V Golf vs Chaminade
4:00PM C/JV/V Volleyball @ CBC
4:30PM JV/V Water Polo @ Kirkwood
4:45PM V Baseball vs CBC

Regular Schedule

Senior Class Mass
Rising Sophomore STUCO elections
University Kansas
Snack—Cinnamon Rolls
Special—Hand Breaded Chicken
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
JV/V Golf vs De Smet
JV/V Tennis vs Priory
B Baseball @ Westminster Christian
JV/V Water Polo vs Marquette
C Baseball @ Collinsville
JV Lacrosse vs Vianney
V1 Inline vs Rockwood
V Lacrosse vs Vianney
V2 Inline vs CBC

Thursday, April 18
Easter Break
8:00AM JV Golf @ MCC Tournament
9:00AM JV/V Tennis vs Chaminade
11:00AM V Baseball @ Chaminade
12:00PM C Baseball vs Vianney
1:30PM B Baseball vs Chaminade
3:45PM V Golf vs Westminster
4:00PM V Baseball vs St. Mary’s
4:30PM JV/V Water Polo @ Parkway Central

Saturday, April 20
JV Volleyball @ Marquette Tournament
10:00AM V1 Inline vs De Smet
8:00PM JV Inline vs Summit

Monday, April 22

AP
Lunch
4:00PM
4:15PM
5:00PM

Regular Schedule
Mass of Praise & Gratitude Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Rising Junior STUCO Elections
Snack—Chicken Rings
Special—Chicken Tenders
Vegetarian—Salmon
JV/V Tennis vs O’Fallon Township
C baseball @ Seckman
XV1 Rugby vs Eureka

Thursday, April 25
Awards Assembly
Lunch Special—Papa John’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Tilapia
Franklin College of Indiana
3:30PM JV/V Golf vs De Smet
4:15PM JV Tennis vs MICDS
No School
JV Lacrosse vs MICDS
4:30PM V Baseball @ Vianney
C Lacrosse vs CBC
B Baseball vs Vianney
5:30PM V Lacrosse vs MICDS
7:30PM Open Mic
8:00PM V2 Inline vs De Smet
JV Inline vs Ft. Zumwalt West

Mass Schedule

Friday, April 26

Mass Schedule
Mass of Praise & Gratitude
Lunch Special—Chinese
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
Southeast Missouri State University
9:00AM Tennis Tournament of Champions
6:15PM B baseball vs Granite City
7:00PM V Lacrosse vs CB Memphis
8:00PM V2 Inline vs Wentzville Holt
9:00PM V1 Inline vs Seckman
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