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Conversation:
Sciuto reflects on his
39 years at SLUH
BY Handley Hicks and
Liam John
NEWS EDITORS

Editors’ note: News Editors
Handley Hicks and Liam
John sat down with theology
teacher Matt Sciuto on Tuesday May 7 for an hour and
six minutes. They talked about
Sciuto’s time at SLUH with
sports, teaching, photography,
and important aspects of the
school Sciuto loves. Sciuto,
while sad to retire, presents
the reasons for why it is time
to go. Below is a condensed
version of the conversation.
Handley Hicks: There was a
period of time between your
graduation from St. Louis U.
High and your working here.
What happened during that
period and how did you come
to work for SLUH?
Matt Sciuto: I graduated
from here in 1970. I was going to take a year off but it
was the Vietnam War so my
draft number came up. I went
straight to Fr. Currigan’s office, who was our only counselor, and I said “get me into
a school.” He got me into

Rockhurst College … And I
spent four years there… After
graduating from there, where
I majored in psych, I thought
I was going to be a counselor.
But after all my studies in psychology, I didn’t find the answers in rats running through
mazes and all that. It’s interesting. It’s worthwhile, but at
Rockhurst, there was a thing
called Humanistic Psychology. It’s kind of a combination
of philosophy and theology. I
said, “I think I’ll try to be a religion teacher.” I wanted to to
do that and coach … When I
sent the letter, Fr. Dressel was
principal. He called me back
and said, “Wanna come in for
an interview?” I said, “Sure.” I
talked with Fr. Burshek who
was head of the (Theology)
Department at the time, and
he offered me a job ... I still
feel, these 39 years years later,
it was a whole bunch of coincidences and being unfortunate. If I hadn’t taken that
gap year off after high school
I probably wouldn’t have been
here.
Liam John: Were you a foot-

State Champs! Rugby claims first State title

Fr. Joseph Hill, S.J. giving a pep talk before the state rugby game last Sunday.
BY Thom Molen and
John Mungenast
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

A

fter five straight emptyhanded trips to the state
finals, the Jr. Bills’ rugby team
finally brought home the bacon after a grueling 14-10 win
over the Kansas City Junior
Blues Rugby Club for the state
title.
continued on page 6
On Saturday, the team

Liberty scored early on and
woke up the SLUH team to get
ready for a hard game. Some
substitutions were made and
SLUH came back with a try
scored by senior Miles Matyiko. When halftime began,
the score was 7-5 Liberty.
“They took us by surprise,” said senior John Mersinger. “We did underestimate
them and they hit us hard,

but that worked against them
though. It brought us to our
senses so we wanted nothing
but to win. I remember binding for a scrum with Thom
and looking at him. He had
a nose filled with blood and
some grass he shoved in it to
stop the bleeding. I think that
set the tone.”
SLUH came out ready to

continued on page 11

Black Student
Union to focus on
mentorship, action

BY Johno Jackson
CORE STAFF		

BY Paul Gillam
EDITOR IN CHIEF

fter years of slow decline, St. Louis U. High’s
all-school summer reading
program has been tabled in
hopes of reintroducing a similar, revitalized program in
the coming years.
The decision was made
by the Instructional Council, a committee made up of
academic department chairs,
heads of the counselling departments, and other faculty
leaders.
The decision will not
impact academic course summer reading.
The Instructional Council reviewed the all-school
Sciuto taking a photo of the upper field in 2009.
summer reading program
photo | courtesy of Dauphin Yearbook. as part of a larger review of
News

school-wide projects. After
examining the pros and cons,
the group decided to suspend
the project temporarily because of the lack of structured
engagement and poorly developed assessment.
“I think there were a few
elements of the project that
were not really well structured,” said Principal Ian Gibbons, S.J. “As a result, there
was a lot of ambiguity about
what should happen with the
book.”
Many students have
grown dissatisfied with the
summer reading program.
Over 70 percent of students
liked last year’s book, Bull in
the Ring, less than previous
summer reading books.
“All of the books have

S

t. Louis U. High’s newest
club, the Black Student
Union (BSU), will hold an inaugural meeting at activity period on Monday, May 13.
The BSU will be an offshoot of the Association for
Cultural Enrichment at SLUH
(ACES) and will primarily
serve as a community for black
students to find mentors, grow
together, and discuss and act
for the advancement of black
students at SLUH. Although
the club is geared towards and
for black students, the club
complies with administrative
rules requiring clubs be open
to all students by inviting students of any race.
continued on page 4
Mentorship, according

News

Nick Fandos
From SLU High to big writer
guy, New York Times reporter
and former editor in chief Nick
Fandos is interviewed by editor
in chief Paul Gillam. Page 3

Seaton/Lucier
Seaton and Lucier reflect upon
their time as teachers at the
SLUH; looking into the future
with high hopes. Page 2

News

Sports

Scholarships
Over $13.1 million in scholar©2019 St. Louis University High ships accepted by members of
School Prep News. No material may the class of 2019. Page 5
be reprinted without the permission
of the editors and moderator.

faced off against the Liberty
Jays Rugby Club out of Kansas
City in the semifinal match
and started with their back
up line. This lineup changed
around halftime when the
Bills realized that their state
bid could be at stake and put
in more experienced players.
The first half was a long,
tough fight from both sides.

photo | Mr. Vincent Lombard
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Baseball
The Basebills pack in 10 games
in a two-week span; bats come
alive for the Bills in 6-2 centennial win. Page 8

Sports

Tennis
Can they make it 8? The SLUH
tennis team has won seven in a
row, looking to cap off an incredible season with a state trophy.
Page 8
Sports

Track
After breezing through the
MCC, the track team sprints into
Districts confident that another
state championship is on the horizon. Page 8

to BSU president and founder
junior Jordan Smith, will be a
heavy emphasis. Recalling his
underclassman years at SLUH,
Smith felt alone, unsure of
where he fit in. He hopes to
combat his own experience
by having upperclassmen BSU
members give one-on-one
mentorship to underclassman
BSU members through their
first two years at SLUH.
Smith also said the club,
which will be moderated by
Assistent Director of Equity &
Inclusion Erwin Claggett, will
focus on action more so than
discussion, complementing
its parent club, ACES. Smith
hopes to implement videos,
alumni speakers, and group
activities to bring action to
SLUH.

continued on page 4
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ASC Lucier finishes year as ASC; headed to SLU law

Lucier teaching a junior English class.
BY Ben Klevorn and
Joe Feder
CORE STAFF		

A

fter a year of serving at
St. Louis U. High as an
English teacher, coach, and
advisor, Alum Service Corps
(ASC) member Peter Lucier,
’08 is departing SLUH to
pursue a law degree from St.
Louis University.
Lucier had a somewhat
unusual path to joining the
ASC. He served in the Marines for five years right after
he graduated high school;
then, he got his undergraduate from Montana State University in political science.

photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

During his senior year of
college, Lucier reached out
to English teacher and Prep
News moderator Steve Missey
about returning to SLUH as
an ASC.
“I thought a year of service might be an interesting
idea. SLU High had meant a
lot to me and ASC had been
something in the back of my
head,” said Lucier.
Although teaching two
sections of junior English
was something totally new to
Lucier, it also offered a way for
him to combine his two of his
passions.
“Teaching and working

with young men in this age
range is something I’ve been
doing since 18 in the Marine
Corps. It was something I really loved, which was teaching
and instructing people that
age,” said Lucier.
The junior English curriculum features several warrelated texts, including the
short story “The Things They
Carried,” the poem “Dulce
et Decorum Est,” the novel
Catch-22, and Shakespeare’s
Othello. Lucier was able to
use his recent experience in
the military to foster class discussions in unique, engaging
ways.
“So I try to bring that
knowledge and experience
that these aren’t just characters on a page; that these are
real people and real humans
making real choices, and so
hopefully my familiarity with
those people and my experiences is able to show the students—to make it more real
for them—and make it come
off the page,” said Lucier.
“He had this amazing
class where he showed his
guys five pictures where they
were suddenly being insubordinate and so he brought such
life to moments in the novel.
When we would be talking
about the novel in the morning, I would be talking about

it in terms of Catch-22 and in
terms of an English teacher,
and he would be saying these
incredible stories of his own
experiences,” said English
teacher Adam Cruz.
Lucier was also praised
for his willingness to share
ideas in the classroom and in
the English office.
“He’s not only a great
personal resource, but he’s
also great sharing those things
that he finds—sharing articles, poems, images. I think
that’s been huge,” said English
teacher John Kavanaugh.
Outside the classroom,
Lucier immersed himself in
the SLUH community by
helping with many extra curricular activities and volunteering for many thankless
jobs.
“In ASC, you do a lot of
stuff that’s just day to day. You
get emails in the morning for
subs or to help out with driv-

ing Russian students to Wash
U. or work at a football game,”
said Lucier. “ASC is a lot about
filling in where you’re needed,
so a lot of it is showing up in
the morning and seeing what
they need you to do.”
Lucier was a coach for
two sports, lacrosse and wrestling. He used his strength
and conditioning skills to help
the teams in that specific area.
Lucier also served as an
advisor for the Prep News.
In this position, he helped
edit articles and pages for the
newspaper, and endured late
Thursday nights throughout
the school year.
The next step in Lucier’s
journey will be St. Louis University, where he will be enrolling in law school for the
2019-2020 school year.
“I was a political science
major in college. While I love
stories and telling stories, and
it was an incredible experi-

ence to teach that here for a
year, it’s back to the world of
law, policy, and government
for me next year,” said Lucier.
Looking back, Lucier believes he learned a lot about
teaching and education in
general in his one year here,
and he attributes that to
the many great teachers he
worked with throughout the
year.
Lucier will be missed by
the English Department next
year as he heads off to law
school.
“I absolutely am going
to miss having him as a colleague and a member of my
team,” said Kavanaugh. “He’s
deeply committed to the values we share as a department,
the things we care about, and
he really lives those things; he
wears them on his sleeve and
practices them as he does his
own writing.”

The real teal: ASC Seaton helped
in many places
BY Sam Tarter
STAFF		

K

nown for his youthful
energy, musical talents,
and easy-going demeanor,
Alumni Service Corps member and freshman English
teacher Justin Seaton, ’13,
is leaving St. Louis U. High,
having impacted and inspired
many students and faculty of
the school.
Seaton had a rather untraditional path to joining
ASC. He first heard about it
over the summer towards the
end of June, when he heard
that SLUH would need some
extra help. Through the guid-

ance of a friend, Seaton applied for the position, was accepted, and took the spot. He
was later encouraged by English teacher Chuck Hussung
to help teach his freshman
English class, since Hussung
might need to take a leave of
absence during the first semester.
“I didn’t really have time
to think about why I was doing ASC. I mostly just did it
cause it felt like the right thing
to do and because so many
things lined up so quickly,
which made it clear to me that
it was the right invitation to
accept,” said Seaton.
Hussung found Seaton to

Seaton teaching freshmen English.

be a more than adequate replacement during his absence.
“Many people along with
myself agreed that Mr. Seaton
and I would be a good pairing, and Mr. Seaton was very
eager to help. He was perfectly fitted to help with my
classes and was quite pleased
to teach. I couldn’t have imagined any other arrangement
that would’ve worked better,”
said Hussung.
While the two were a
good fit to work in place of
and alongside each other during the school year, the beginning of first semester came
with its fair amount of challenges.

“As a first year teacher, I
benefitted from being in the
room with Mr. Hussung, who
is such a brilliant teacher,”
said Seaton. “But he had to
leave two weeks into the year,
leaving me without my mentor, and leaving our students
with one of their teachers,
who in this case was the less
experienced.”
Hussung eventually returned to take over freshman
classes in the second semester,
with Seaton tending to and
working alongside the class
in a smaller role like Hussung
did toward the end of the first
semester.
“During those six weeks
or so that I saw him teach, I
saw warmth, patience, and
sympathy for the freshman,
and he seemed to enjoy their
place of life,” said Hussung.
“The things that make some
people not want to teach
freshman, he seemed at ease
with those qualities, and was
drawn to their particular
needs, quirks, temptations,
and joys.”
A standout moment
from Seaton’s teaching came
in April, during some white
space in the regular reading
schedule. Having a passion
for personal essays, Seaton
shared with his class one of
his favorites, “Once More to
the Lake” by E.B. White, followed by a class-long discusphoto | Mrs. Kathy Chott
sion that greatly impressed

art | Jackson DuCharme

Hussung.
Hussung was also impressed with Seaton’s ability
to not get wound up in some
of the hectic parts of teaching
and was glad that he brought
his calm demeanor to the
school.
“SLUH can ask a lot of its
staff and requires you to work
very hard, which can turn
hectic and frenzied. Justin
was able to work his gifts out
without getting too wound
up and too anxious. There’s a
calm about him that is hard
to find in this building sometimes. We’re always needing
more of it I think.”
Seaton furthered his service by chaperoning for the
immersion trip to Jerusalem
Farm in Kansas City.
“The immersion trip was
fantastic,” said Seaton. “I got
to see high school students
connect with each other and
connect with a different demographic of people in Kansas City than they ever had.
And I got to see SLU High
students at their most compassionate, at their kindest,
and most loving selves, and
that was a real joy for me.”
Along with service, extracurriculars, retreats, and
teaching students, Seaton enjoyed rekindling his love for
books and art, and emphasized it as one of the standouts
of his year of teaching.
“I think that my biggest

take away from the year as
an English teacher was getting to spend time with books
again, which meant that I got
to spend time finding meaning in things in a way that I
haven’t been able to in a long
time,” said Seaton.
Leaving SLUH next
week, Seaton hopes that he
was able to leave his mark
on the school, and that he
inspired students to unapologetically be themselves as he
always was.
“My hope at the beginning of the year was to come
into SLUH and inject a little
bit of my personality into the
place, which I think comes
from the fact that that was
what I did best when I was a
student at SLUH. I think Brad
Pike said it in a flattering way
during Senior Follies—something about how I dress eccentrically, how I like to play
music, and how I talk about
ultimate frisbee. I think that’s
a flavor of teacher that students don’t get at SLUH very
often. I hope that students
saw me singing karaoke, or
jamming in campus ministry,
or wearing my teal colored
pants, whatever it is that I did,
I hope students saw that it
was all authentically me, and
I hope they learned that it is
okay for them to be authentically themselves.”
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Conversation:
Fandos, ’11, talks politics, Prep News, A&P
Editor’s Note: On Thursday,
editor in chief Paul Gillam
had an over-the-phone conversation with Nick Fandos,
’11. In 2015, Fandos was hired
with the New York Times as a
news assistant and since 2017
has covered Congress and
the Trump presidency for the
Times.
Paul Gillam: Nick, thanks
for taking a second time to
talk to me. In the past year,
you’ve reported on some
pretty debated stories in
America. What has your experience been being in the
epicenter of these stories
and playing an outside, but
very active role, in them?
Nick Fandos: So, the hard
thing about being a reporter at any time, but especially right now, is that
as you point out, there is
such incredible passion on
both sides of any given issue. And a lot of the stuff
I’m writing about deals directly with president Trump
and investigations into him.
There’s passion and people
who feel very strongly about
him and his presidency either as antagonists or supporters. And the hard thing
as a reporter is figuring out
how to not get pulled in
one direction or another,
but just go along and just
vacuum up the relevant
facts of what happened and
make independent objective
judgements on what’s true
and what isn’t, what matters and what doesn’t, what
context you have to bring

in, and kind of keep yourself moving straight ahead
to tell a story that hopefully
will give the reader the information that they need
to make up their own mind
and understand what’s happening in their government
and politics right now. It has
not been an easy time to try
and pull that out, and so at a
daily newspaper, we get another shot every day to try
and get quotes or get to that
goal.
PG: Because of your position with the Times, you
work on Capitol Hill and
regularly interact with some
very influential people.
What is it like being in that
environment and interacting with those people?
NF: I have bizarre and unexpected days where I’ll be
walking through the Capitol and run into Bill Gates
and then a senator and
a member of Congress. I
mean it’s very cool access
and experience. But very
quickly it becomes a kind
of working norm. And as a
journalist it’s very valuable
because I’m basically in one
big old building with some
pretty cool tiled floors—
the Capitol. You know the
whole Senate and House
work in this building too.
I’m constantly running into
sources, lawmakers, people
I can ask questions to or
get reactions for different
things. And in so much of
journalism or government
or business, the real people
you are writing about are

walled off by lawyers or
press people. Reporting on
Congress is one of the last
places—in the government
in particular—where you
just can go up to the people
you’re writing about every
day and chitchat with them.
It’s almost like ‘hey, can we
talk about this, can we talk
about that.’ That’s a great
experience.
PG: What have you learned
from working with some
of the best reporters in the
world?
NF: It’s tough to narrow
that down to any one thing.
I started as an intern just
three days after college and
I felt like I barely knew anything about being a journalist at that point. I would say
that a few things stand out
though. One is how to collaborate, how to comp together information and to
realize that I’m stronger if I
work with colleagues of my
own so I can get a tip or one
piece of information and
then take and go and ask
another source and we have
more. Then a third person can ask something and
help build a more complete
picture. Another thing I’ve
been thinking a lot about
lately is just the intense attention to detail and accuracy that we have to try
to uphold. The New York
Times is probably the most
closely watched newspaper in the country and our
readers are very precocious.
Ten minutes after I post a
story, they’ll find an inac-

Editor Reflection:
Interruptions are invitations
BY Paul Gillam
EDITOR IN CHIEF

M

y journey with the Prep
News has essentially
been a single two-and-a-half
year long interruption.
While scurrying to class
one day of sophomore year,
I was stopped in the stairwell by a senior editor of the
Prep News. He invited me to
consider writing for the paper. I vaguely knew him and
only glanced over the Prep
News headlines each Friday
in homeroom—why would
he ask me? Our conversation
lasted maybe a minute and
was not significant enough
to be committed to memory.
But it was that minute that
tore me away from what I
thought my future would
hold and set into motion a
fun, life giving, and certainly
life changing journey with
the Prep News.
Fast forward two years.
From that small, seemingly
insignificant
conversation
blossomed a great love for
my school, those in it, and
their stories. I have spent
hundreds, maybe thousands,
of hours storytelling and
with each story I tell, I grow
closer to the community we
call SLUH. It has been quite
a ride. But with senior year
coming to a close, rather than

issues, days or even hours,
my time with the Prep News
is now being counted in minutes.
I just now realize how
lucky I was to be stopped
in the stairwell on that hectic day of sophomore year.
I didn’t want my day to be
interrupted—I probably had
a Latin quiz to cram for or
geometry homework to finish—but I could not be more
grateful that it happened.
In my time at SLUH, I’ve
learned that every interruption is really an invitation
in disguise—an invitation to
lean into someone or something in our community. After years of trying to block
out interruptions and stay on
a steady path, I regret missing
out on so many opportunities
to enter into the lives of classmates, faculty, and family.
Thankfully, despite my
best efforts, some interruptions have seeped through
the cracks. Yes, some have
hardly offered me fleeting
glimpses into the lives of
people, leaving me frustrated
or stressed, but others have
completely altered the direction of my life and I wouldn’t
trade them for anything.
Had I not been interrupted, I’m sure I would have
wound up at the Prep News

office at some point, but it’s
unlikely I would have had
the opportunity to tell such
amazing stories, form such
deep friendships, and grow
so dramatically. Because I
was stopped for a minute in
one passing period of some
day in my sophomore year, I
have memories I’ll keep with
me forever.
Departing SLUH, I hope
to see every interruption as
an opportunity to grow for
and with others. It will be
tough, maybe impossible; but
if a mustard-seed-sized minute could grow into my greatest moments of high school,
surely if I am present and
open, some interruption—
some invitation—will shape
my future.

Reflections
by the other
three editors
can be found
in the opinion section on
the Prep News
website

curacy or find a spelling
mistake and they’ll write to
me. And so it teaches you
that you’ve got to double
and triple check your work.
If I have a doubt about—
even half a doubt—left on
any given fact, it’s better to
make an extra phone call to
clear that up before publishing than having to clean up
a mess after your work.
PG: In your eight years
since you graduated from
SLUH, you’ve had quite a
career. Although it’s been a
while, what skills or lessons
did you learn at SLUH that
you still utilize today?
NF: Two come to mind.
One has to do with the Prep
News actually and directly
deals my journalism and the
other I would say has to do
with SLUH more broadly. I
used to write long features
for the Prep News and some
big articles. The experience of staying up and being alone on Wednesday
night with my notes, sitting
at home having to write
and rewrite, trying to tell
a story, then coming in on
Thursday and have my fellow colleagues, editors, or
Mr. Missey just tear it up
and then rewriting it again
saying, ‘what are you really
trying to say?’ Having those
questions in mind taught
me a lot about the importance of revising, clarity,
and storytelling. It’s a direct
throughline to what I do
now. The other thing that
I think comes from SLUH’s
values and education is that

3

Nick Fandos, right, interviewing Senator Dick Durban of Il.
photo | courtesy of Nick Fandos

curiosity and empathy for
the world which I think are
really important. As a journalist you have to put yourself in other people’s shoes,
you have to understand
motivations, you have to
understand their points of
view to be able to tell their
story.
PG: Finally, the question
we’ve all been dying to ask,
do you think “A&P” is coming or ironic?
NF: As a reporter, I am
meant to keep my opinions
to myself and so I can only
provide an informal assess-

ment of the class of 2011
which seemed to be pretty
evenly split on that question, which suggests to the
analytical mind that it’s just
perhaps more telling of the
reader of the story and their
outlook on life than the prescriptives of a certain view.
Anyways, that’s an elaborate
cop out, but what else could
you expect from a reporter?
PG: You sound like an English teacher. Thank you so
much for your time.
NF: I hope that one works.
Happy to do it.

Editor Reflection:
Intimacy restores relationships
BY Handley
NEWS EDITOR

D

Hicks

uring my junior year I
found myself at a loss.
The co-curriculars I was involved in seemed to take a
back seat; most of my organized athletic activity had or
was soon to be ended, and
even in some of my friendships there was a void. But
halfway through first semester a newfound good friend
of mine—Paul Gillam—extended an invitation to me to
spend some time working on
an article for the Prep News
and to follow that up with
a stay in the office the next
Thursday evening for editing
and proofreading.
Finding my way to interviews, attempting to write a
coherent article, and surviving the late night left me with
one thought: Prep News was
different than any other club
or activity I had ever been a
part of. Amidst the messy office space and smelly group
of lads grinding out a high
school newspaper, there was a
process that ebbed and flowed,
and the students involved
worked diligently but with
a sense of community backing the permeating process.
This fusion of camaraderie
amidst a chaotic production
process lured me in further

into the inner workings of the
Prep News and eventually into
leadership of the paper.
Much of my high school
career has followed a similar
pattern to that of a Prep News
night. I started out with a
loose plan of high school during my freshman year, hoping that whatever happened,
my high school story would
not veer too far off the path
of the precedent set by my
grade school days. I hoped for
good friends and wholesome
experiences with easy transitions academically, as I’m sure
most incoming students do,
but throughout high school
the layout of my story has
often been relinked, boxed,
or thrown to places I never
expected. Many of my friendships inside and out of SLUH
struggled during my junior
year especially. The academic
rigor, mixed with the sense of
lostness I felt, and many other
factors contributed to a growing disparity in my friendships. However, as my fellow
editors and I geared up for our
own journey for leadership of
the paper, I was reminded of
relationships and community
that backed the entire enterprise of Prep News.
The friendships I have
made with my co-editors
are some of the strongest re-

lationships I have ever had.
There is a level of intimacy
that comes from working late
nights throughout the weeks
with your brothers, and that
intimacy seeps into other relationships within the paper,
with staff and sometimes reporters, creating a sacredness
about the entire inner workings of the Prep News. Because
of the level of involvement in
the paper, though, the understanding and importance of
strong relationships is something that I believe is held by
most members of the paper.
My senior year at SLUH
has been centered around this
same foundation in a very real
sense. Reforming many of the
relationships from my junior
year, the same value of the relational community found in
Prep News has guided many
of my decisions this year, and
now many of the once-shattered friendships in my life
have been restored.
As the year draws to a
close and I near graduation,
it is time to sound the horns
one last time. The paper will
be shipped off, hugs will be
given, and hands will by shaken. Thank you, Prep News, for
all that you mean to me.
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Senior Jalen White awarded Lion Dance Club performs at Botanical Gardens
Carter Fortman
chair of the Nanjing-St. Louis es the two cities exchanged them in the United States,”
Carl Fricks Sportsmanship
Sister City committee,” said gifts. The Nanjing delegation said Huang. “Next year we
Huang. “After teaching two presented two chairs from are expected to go to the State
Scholarship
BY
REPORTER			

BY Nicholas Dalaviras
STAFF			

A

lthough senior Jalen
White applied for multiple athletic scholarships, he
ended up winning the one he
least expected to get: the Carl
Fricks Sportsmanship Scholarship.
The 2019 Carl Fricks
Sportsmanship Scholarship
was awarded at a ceremony
on Wednesday, May 8, and
has been given annually since
2009 to students across the St.
Louis metropolitan area who
put others before themselves
and serve as a role model
for kindness and humility
through their participation in
sports. This year, the St. Louis
Sports Commission Associates, the group that funds the
scholarship, awarded five students scholarships.
White competes for St.
Louis U. High on the track
and field team, where he specializes in the long and triple
jump events. Even though he
has seen many of the athletes
around him get better and
pass him by, White has kept
his fellow teammates’ spirits
up on the field, exemplifying
sportsmanship in disappointment.
“It was the day that coach
told me ‘he accomplished that
because of you,’ that I realized
that maybe there was something about me that helps
people try a little bit harder,”
said White. “I think that it’s
important that every teammate knows that they have
a chance to win at whatever
they’re doing, and that even
if they don’t win, they are putting forth their best effort.”
After applying for ten
athletic scholarships with
no luck, White thought that
he was not going to win an
award, but his mom and
coaches told him that he may
have luck with the Carl Fricks
Award.
“My mom told me,
‘this (scholarship description) sounds like you,’” said
White. “Coach Porter and
Coach Hessy felt similarly, so
I thought that I’d go for it.”
The story cited by the St.
Louis Sports Commission as
exemplifying, White’s sportsmanship took place at a track
meet when a sprinter on another team forgot his starting

blocks for his race. White not
only lent the opposing sprinter his blocks, but also held
them in place for the runner
to ensure that he would get
the best start possible.
“Jalen is an encouraging
guy,” said head track and field
coach Joe Porter. “He has an
attitude of making sure that
other guys have the opportunity to do their best, and he
works really hard.”
After submitting essays
and recommendation letters
from coaches, White found
out through email that he won
one of the five scholarships.
“I was shocked that I
actually got it,” said White.
“The next day, coach Porter
emailed the entire staff, and
I just had an overwhelming
feeling.”
For White, the monetary
award was great, but the value of winning an award that
speaks to his high moral character meant even more than
the money.
“I started to really appreciate how the people around
me support me, knowing that
I made a difference to the people that I supported as well,”
said White.
White feels that the positive environment of track—in
his small group on the jumping team and in competition
against rivals—makes it easy
to support everyone around
him.
In his final season of
track and field before heading
off to Morehouse College next
fall, White wanted to end his
high school athletics career
in a way that would make an
impact on his younger teammates and show how kindness and selflessness can be
brought into competition.
“It being my senior year,
I kind of took a step back
and looked at everyone that
I’ve mentored or helped out
and realized that we all pretty
much go through the same
struggles, and when it comes
to competition, it is intensified,” said White. “Everyone
still needs support. Everyone
is here to help each other get
better, and in my opinion,
that is how sports should be
played.”

C

ity mayors came together, gifts were exchanged,
and the SLUH Lion Dance
Club performed to celebrate
the 40th anniversary celebrations of sister cities St. Louis
and Nanjing, China.
“We were invited to do
the opening ceremony at the
Botanical Garden last Friday,”
said Lion Dance Moderator Yude Huang. “Right after
school we went there and got
to meet the City Mayor from
Nanjing and the St. Louis
Mayor.”
Lion Dance is a dance
in which two people (one
head, one leg) get into a single
dragon costume and begin
to dance and do tricks, performing to music that is made
with traditional Chinese instruments like drums, crash
cymbals and the gong. It has
a large cultural significance in
China.
“In every celebration in
China they always invite a
lion dance group to celebrate
it, to bring good luck to the
people and to the event,” said
Huang. “That’s what all lion
dances are about, to bring
good luck and good fortune to
that event, to the whole year,
and to the people who watch
the group.”
The SLUH Lion Dance
Club was invited to perform
by Neal Perryman, the father
of three SLUH alumni.
“Neal Perryman is the

out of three of his kids we
stayed in touch and he invited
us to give us this opportunity.”
The Lion Dance team
provided a performance to
help begin the celebration.
“Lion dance provided
an opening show. We did our
basic routine that we typically do,” said junior Augie
Lodholz. “I did an introduction to our performance in
Chinese, and junior Johnathan Prichard translated it.”
The students and both
members of each city’s delegation were happy with their
performance.
“I think we did amazing,”
said Prichard.
“They were all impressed
with our performance,” said
Lodholz. “They liked our
more traditional acrobatic
work.”
In addition to the traditional lion dance, Lodholz
was asked impromptu to perform some Kung Fu that he
learned on his trip to Nanjing
last March.
“It’s cool to know that
your efforts to study martial
arts have paid off, and I appreciated having an opportunity
to show off what I’ve learned,”
said Lodholz. “Another takeaway is that I need to practice
more. I’m a perfectionist and I
was not happy with the demonstration, but I was happy
about lion dance.
After both performanc-

Black Student Union hosts
first meeting Monday
(continued from page 1)

“BSU for me is really
about action. What we’re going
to do about the issues rather
than just talking about it,” said
Smith.
At the meeting on Monday, Smith said students would
be discussing how to “counteract” a recent posting on Facebook accusing SLUH of racist
tendencies and injustices, potentially creating a response
video.
It is the hope of ACES
moderator Dan Schuler that
the BSU will be a pioneer club
in the field of culture affinity
clubs, all under the umbrella
of ACES.
“My hope is that it spreads
these conversations into wider
arenas and gets people excited
about it. I don’t want there to
be an icky or tense or negative feeling when the topic of
race comes up. It should be
‘let’s dive in. let’s get into this.’
Hopefully having this kind of
format can do it.”
In the future, affinity clubs
for other races will be created.
Despite being separate clubs,
they will be connected and
work together through ACES.
BSU and ACES will differ in
that BSU is focused towards
black students, while ACES
has a multicultural focus.
“In working in conjunction with ACES, it provides
students of color who are in the
minority of the student body a
White long jumping at the All Catholic Invitational.
space outside of ACES which
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott
is overreaching. The Black Stu-

dent Union gives them a more
focused space where they are
included,” said Claggett.
According to Kovarik,
in the mid 1990s, ACES was
known as the Brotherhood for
African American Advancement (BAAA). The switch
from BAAA to ACES was intended to make the club more
inclusive and open to diversity and place an emphasis on
discussion. BSU will include
many elements of the BAAA,
such as a focus on action and
black identity.
Smith came up with the
idea for BSU around February of this year, following a
Black History Month assembly. Since then, he and several other students, along with
faculty and administrators,
have been working to finalize
and approve the club. Despite
the club beginning two weeks
before the school year ends,
club leaders will be active over
the summer working to plan
speakers, solicit mentors, and
help black students find summer enrichment, such as internships.
At the moment, the goal
for the club is ensuring longevity. Both Claggett and Smith
noted the importance of ensuring BSU will be around for
years to come.
“The longevity of it is the
main thing, so to make sure
that everything is in place
for it to be sustainable,” said
Claggett.

the Ming dynasty, and the St.
Louis delegation gave a statue
of Cardinals pitcher Adam
Wainwright.
The Lion Dance team has
been gaining notoriety in the
St. Louis community, and is
bracing for a busy schedule
next school year.
“We are the only high
school lion dance team in
Missouri, and very few have

Capital to perform in the
governor’s mansion. We were
invited this year but were not
ready to go, but next year we’ll
definitely perform.”
The program is expected to get bigger and become
even more well known as they
continue to perform at events
throughout St. Louis and beyond.

Junior Augie Lodholz during the dance.

photo | courtesy of Mr. Yude Huang

Summer reading
no longer reaching
students
(continued from page 1)

been good in my opinion
with the exception of Bull in
the Ring,” said junior Patrick
Moehn. “I am indifferent to
the all-school book leaving
because I don’t think it is as
meaningful as the class one.”
Most students agreed the
decision accurately reflects legitimate frustrations with the
program.
“I think that when they
do bring it back eventually it
will be good, but the planning
needs to be a little bit more
careful,” said junior PJ Butler.
“I think then we’ll be able to
get something out of it.”
Books were chosen by
a department rotation with
the general criteria that the
book be considered readable
and engaging for all students.
Departments would spend
months reading and discussing potential choices as part
of the selection process.
For a number of years,
students have been tested on
the summer reading book
during the first days of the
school year. For the past two
years, there was no follow up
or organized activity after the
test.
“That becomes a somewhat circular process of you
do something, you take an
exam for it, and the exam
is really the assessment of
whether it was an effective
project when, aspirationally,

we were looking for something much bigger than the
reading,” said Gibbons.
The Instructional Council has yet to commit to definitive changes to the program, but they have some
ideas, such as having a standing committee to choose the
book, a rubric outlining the
criteria for chosen books, and
projects throughout the year
to help readers engage the
book beyond a test.
“It just needs to be restructured. If we don’t do it
this year, that gives us an opportunity to restructure it for
next year or the next year,”
said librarian and Instructional Council member Cortney Schraut.
When the Science Department selected The Martian as the summer reading
book for the 2015-’16 school
year, the school for example,
held a Skype conference with
the author and sponsored
screenings of the motion
picture adaptation. That sort
of authentic re-engagement
during the school year is what
the Instructional Council is
looking for in their revamped
program.
The council has not determined when or in what
form their summer reading program will return, but
they’re certain that when it
does, it will be in an improved
capacity.
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Akpan, Emmanuel: The University of Iowa: Academic
Alaphat, Alvin John: University of Notre Dame: Academic
Alfaro, Luke Alexander: Marquette University: Academic
Armstrong, Ryan: Saint Louis University: Jesuit
Arun, Alfrick Chris: University of Pennsylvania: Academic
Aubuchon, Noah Matthew: Southeast Missouri State University:
Academic
Bak, Dylan Tatsuo: Colorado State University: Academic
Baldes, Garrett Anthony: Miami University, Oxford: Academic,
Bright Flight
Banker, Jude Cole: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic,
Bright Flight
Barbieri, Francis Anthony: University of Missouri Columbia:
Academic, Bright Flight
Barnes, Louis Solomon: Loyola University New Orleans: Academic
Berg, William Alexander: Santa Clara University: Academic
Berger, Christian Michael: Pennsylvania State University: Athletic
Bertram, Nicholas Valenta Edward: Saint Louis University:
Academic, Jesuit
Bievenue, Zack Stephen: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic
Blanner, Patrick MacLean: Long Island University, Post: Academic
Blittschau, Benjamin Joseph: University of Tulsa: Academic
Browdy, William Joseph: Marquette University: Academic
Bruno, Justin Maxwell: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic
Buehring, Jack Patrick: Fairfield University: Academic
Buttice, Anthony Joseph: Saint Louis University: Academic, Jesuit
Campbell, Peter Simmons: Miami University, Oxford: Academic, ROTC
Carse, Patrick Charles: The University of Alabama: Academic
Ceriotti, Christopher Thomas: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic
Cervantes, Enrique: Saint Louis University: Academic, Jesuit
Chabloz, Andrew Stephen: Saint Louis University: Academic,
Jesuit
Christie, Conor O’Meara: University of Missouri Columbia:
Bright Flight
Cody, Kyle Alexander: Miami University, Oxford: Academic
Cody, Sean Michael: University of Evansville: Academic
Colvin, John Garner: Louisiana State University: Academic
Cross, Andrew Brian: University of Mount Union: Academic
Dendrinelis, Nicholas James: Bradley University: Academic
Dolan, Lawrence Louis (Trip): University of Missouri Columbia: Academic, Bright Flight
Dougherty, Joseph Jeffrey: Truman State University: Academic,
Bright Flight
Doyle, Jack Logan: The University of Iowa: Academic
Drabelle, Michael James: Missouri State University: Academic,
Bright Flight
Duda, James Alphonse: Loyola University New Orleans: Athletic
Ennis, Dalton John: United States Military Academy - Army:
Military Academy Scholarship
Feder, Joseph Gerard: Saint Louis University: Academic, Jesuit,
Bright Flight
Ferrari, Jonathan Christopher: Loyola Marymount University:
Academic, Jesuit, Bright Flight
Fink, Daniel William: Truman State University: Academic,
Bright Flight
Fisher, Benjamin Andrew: Webster University: Academic
Funck, Collin Christopher: University of Notre Dame: Academic
Galante, Pietro Alessandro: Loyola University Chicago: Academic, Jesuit
Gallagher, Liam: University of Dayton: Academic, Leadership,
Catholic
Garner, Patrick Karol: Loyola University Chicago: Academic,
Jesuit
Gartner, Anthony Michael: Princeton University: Questbridge
Gerard, William Gene: Rockhurst University: Academic, Jesuit,
Bright Flight
Gibson, Andrew Michael: Missouri University of Science and
Technology: Academic
Gillam, Paul Michael: Saint Louis University: Academic, Jesuit
Gilmore, Joseph Dillon: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic, Bright Flight
Glynn, Cameron Douglas: University of Southern California:
Academic
Gorzko, Jakub Grzegorz: Indiana University at Bloomington:
Academic
Grasso, Dominic Joseph: Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville: Academic
Guillemette, Samuel Andrew: University of Southern California: Academic, National Merit
Hamed, Ali Ayed: Saint Louis University: Academic, Jesuit
Hampton, Jeffrey: The University of Alabama: Academic
Hannan, Kyle Matthew: Rockhurst University: Academic, Jesuit
Harris, Colton Avery: Marquette University: Academic
Hayes, Matthew Peter: Santa Clara University: Academic
Heinlein, Timothy George: Creighton University: Academic,
Service
Hetlage, Patrick Carter: Marquette University: Academic, Athletic
Hicks, Ben Handley: The University of Alabama: Academic
Horgan, Liam John: University of Dayton: Academic
Horton, Reid Patrick: Rockhurst University: Academic, Jesuit,
Bright Flight
Huber, David Theodore: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic, Bright Flight

SCHOLARSHIPS
Jaskiewicz, Martin Phillip: University of Missouri Columbia:
Academic, Bright Flight
John, Liam Daniel: Saint Louis University: Academic, Jesuit,
Bright Flight
Johnson, Alexander Jeffrey: Miami University, Oxford: Academic, Alumni
Johnson, Frederick Duffy: Miami University, Oxford: Academic
Johnson, Hunter Gustave: University of Missouri Columbia:
Academic
Johnson, Maxwell Bradford: University of Tulsa: Academic
Juergens, Ryan Michael: Missouri University of Science and
Technology: Academic, Bright Flight
Kaemmerlen, Ryan Christopher: University of Colorado at
Boulder: Academic
Kanady, Tyler Joseph: Saint Louis University: Academic, Jesuit,
Bright Flight
Kane, Carter Michael: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic, ROTC, Bright Flight
Keil, Benjamin V.: Bradley University: Academic
Kempker-Thetford, Joshua Luke: Texas Tech University: Academic
King, Justin: Loyola University Chicago: Academic, Jesuit
King, Kolin Spencer: University of Missouri St. Louis: Academic
Kleffner, Benjamin Daniel: Miami University, Oxford: Academic
Klos, Jack Gregory: University of Mississippi: Academic
Kramer, William Joseph: Saint Louis University: Academic, Jesuit
Kwentus, Charles Breier: Creighton University: Academic
LaChance, Daniel Joseph: University of Missouri Columbia:
Academic
LaFaver, Matthew Ryan: University of Mississippi: Academic
Lang, Nicholas Wright: Southern Methodist University: Academic, Great American Rivalry School
Leavitt, Parker Bryan: Arizona State University: Academic
Lehmann, Alex William: Quincy University: Academic
Lepak, Gabriel Joseph: St. Olaf College: Academic
Liberman, Abraham Baron: University of Missouri Columbia:
Academic
Lieser, Ryan G.: Mercyhurst University: Academic, Athletic
Lodes, Michael Fitzpatrick: University of Dayton: Academic,
Alumni, Service
Loftis, Dominic Roulon: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic
Lombard, Justin: University of Kansas: Academic
Lucchesi, Thomas Arthur: University of Missouri Columbia:
Academic, Bright Flight
MacDonald, Ryan Wood: Arizona State University: Academic
Mack, Steven Patrick: Indiana University at Bloomington: Academic
Mahn, Daniel Todd: University of Mississippi: Academic
Manion, Joseph Andrew: University of Arkansas: Academic
Mantych, Joseph Daniel: Washington University in St. Louis:
Academic, Bright Flight
Mantych, Maxwell Leonard: Marquette University: Academic
Marx, John Joseph: Truman State University: Academic, Leadership, Bright Flight
Marzo, Christian Anibal: Truman State University: Academic
Matyiko, Miles K: University of Wisconsin, Madison: Structural
Movers Scholarship
McCabe, John Robert: University of Dayton: Academic, Leadership, Catholic
McCann, William Andrew: The University of Alabama: Academic
McIntyre, Samuel James: University of Missouri Columbia: National Merit, Bright Flight
McLaughlin, Sean Thomas: Marquette University: Academic
McManus, Robert Patrick: Saint Louis University: Academic,
Jesuit
Mehmeti, Burt James: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic, Bright Flight
Menker, Adam J: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic,
Bright Flight
Miner, Joseph Henry: The University of Arizona: Academic
Molen, Thomas Eldon: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic, Bright Flight
Mullins, Darion Angelo: Lindenwood University: Athletic
Murphy, John Kelly: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic
Nelson, Jacob Daniel: University of Notre Dame: Academic,
Alumni
Nester, Andrew John: Loyola Marymount University: Academic
Nieder, Maxwell Avon: University of Missouri St. Louis: Academic, Bright Flight
Nikolai, John Philip: Saint Louis University: Academic, Jesuit
Nolan, Michael Joseph: University of Colorado at Boulder:
Nuccio, Max Edward: Fordham University: Academic, National
Merit
O’Brien, Sean Patrick: University of Tulsa: Academic
Palmer, Jacob Nimmo: Miami University, Oxford: Academic
Pavlisin, Zachary R: University of Notre Dame: Academic,
Alumni
Pawlow, Nathan Alexander: University of Mississippi: Academic
Pellegrini, Francis Louis: Bradley University: Academic
Perez, Maxwell James: University of Missouri St. Louis: Academic
Perry, Charles Anthony: Truman State University: Academic,
Bright Flight
Perry, John Joseph: Creighton University: Academic
Petersen, John Patrick: University of Mississippi: Academic
Pfeuffer, Alex Cole: University of Kansas: Academic
Pike, Bradley William: University of Kansas: Academic
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Pitti, Carlo L.: University of Tulsa: Academic
Pitti, Lucas G.: St. Louis College of Pharmacy: Academic, Bright
Flight
Poag, Benjamin Stephen: University of Notre Dame: Academic,
National Merit
Polokonis, Steven James: University of Tulsa: Academic
Portell, Tate J: Marquette University: Academic
Prainito, Nicholas Anthony: University of Missouri Columbia:
Academic
Rakonick, Nicholas John: University of Notre Dame: Academic,
Alumni
Rasch, Brendan Joseph: Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville: Academic
Rauschenbach, Nathan Robert: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic
Rebman, Matthew William: University of Missouri Columbia:
Academic
Reddy, Paul Timothy: Saint Louis University: Academic, Jesuit,
Bright Flight
Reznikov, Jacob Louis: Saint Louis University: Academic, Jesuit
Rhoads, Colin Pershing: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic
Riordan, Padraic Christopher: Truman State University: Academic, Leadership, Bright Flight
Rizzo, Anthony Martin: United States Air Force Academy: Service Academy Scholarship
Rodriguez, Nikolas Edward: University of Chicago: Academic,
National Merit
Rottjakob, Nikolaus: The Citadel, The Military College of South
Carolina: Ruzicka, Michael Paul: University of Dayton: Academic, Alumni, Leadership
Saadi, Elias Michael: Saint Louis University: Academic, Jesuit,
Bright Flight
Saleeby, Raymond Frederick: University of Missouri Columbia:
Academic
Sansone, Douglas Gerard: St. Bonaventure University: Academic, Athletic
Schmidt, Ethan James: Henderson State University: Academic,
Theater
Schneider, Jarrett Matthew: Georgetown University: Academic
Schoen, Raymond Jack: University of Arkansas: Academic
Shelton, Nicholas Graham: Indiana University at Bloomington:
Slatin, William Andrew: Washington University in St. Louis:
Bright Flight
Sommers, John Charles: University of Tulsa: Academic
Sprague, Gavin Daniel: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic, Bright Flight
Stachowski, Lucas John: Illinois State University: Academic
Staley, Christopher William: University of Missouri Columbia:
Academic, Bright Flight
Starrs, Dean Gregory: Butler University: Academic
Steenberge, Charles Joseph: University of Missouri Columbia:
Academic, Bright Flight
Steingruby, Hayden William: University of Missouri St. Louis:
Academic,Civilian Markmanship Program
Stemmler, Adam John: University of Nebraska at Omaha: Academic
Storer, Andrew Joseph: Auburn University: Academic
Streeter, Mark Joseph: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic
Stringer, Benjamin Lee: Loyola University Chicago: Academic
Sullivan, Kyle Edward: Western Illinois University: Academic
Surber, Justin Andrew: Saint Louis University: Academic, Jesuit
Szatkowski, Zachary Daniel: Missouri University of Science and
Technology: Academic, Bright Flight, Boy Scouts of America
Taylor, Frank Webb: Tulane University: Academic
Thibodeau, Matthew Angelo: University of Missouri Columbia:
Academic, Bright Flight
Tiberghien, Zachariah: Saint Louis University: Academic, Jesuit, Bright Flight
Tillman Jr., James Robert: Saint Louis University: Academic,
Jesuit
Trittler, Regan: University of Wisconsin, Madison: NROTC
Scholarship
Truong, Tyler Le: United States Naval Academy: Service Academy Scholarship
Vacca, Louis Ambrose: The University of Alabama: Academic
Veltz, Luke Thomas: Loyola Marymount University: Academic
Venhaus, Brian Patrick: University of Missouri Columbia: Academic
Wagner, Charles Adam: Marquette University: Academic
Wallace-Hughes, Christian Samuel: Saint Louis University: Jesuit
Wallisch, William Sullivan: University of Missouri Columbia:
Academic, Bright Flight
Wang, Minyang: University of California, San Diego:
Webster, William Thomas: Rockhurst University: Academic,
Jesuit
White, Jalen A: Morehouse College: Carl Ficks Sportsmahship,
Norwood Hills, Florissant Elks Lodge
Wilhelm, Peter Severin: Miami University, Oxford: Academic
Willis, Antwine De’Mere: Washington University in St. Louis:
Academic
Willman III, Vallee Louis: Miami University, Oxford: Wilson, Andrew Ibrahim: Colorado State University: Academic
Wilson, Maximilian Mark: Franciscan University of Steubenville:
Wolfe, James Richard: Fordham University: Academic
Wu, Ji Thomas: University of Virginia: Academic
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ball and baseball player when
you were a student?
MS: Yeah, I loved football and
intramurals. I was a big intramural football guy at school.
I liked the game. I liked the
thinking of the game. I played
three years of football here
and gave it up my senior
year. I played three years of
baseball here and one year
of baseball in college, during
high school I went back to my
grade school and coached. I
loved coaching and working
with the kids.
HH: What have you enjoyed
most about working in the
SLUH Theology Department,
and how have you seen the
department evolve during
your time here? MS: When I
came here, people were doing
whatever they wanted to do. It
was right after Vatican II, and
freshman theology was one
thing and then sophomore
theology. Then junior and senior theology was philosophy
of literature. We were doing
three days a week and we had
five classes. It was like how the
Social Studies Department
does three days a week now
for some classes. The changes
happened in the lates 90’s, and
it took us a long time to get
there, to move from three days
a week to five days a week. I
was department chair at that
time, and it was one of things
I’m really happy with is that I
and the department were able
to move it from three to five
days a week.
LJ: You’ve kind of created your
own teaching style. You have
the reputation for your style,
especially with the theme of
metanoia and paying attention so much that you take
notes. What made you come
up with these themes?
MS: The theme of metanoia
comes from the Jesuit documents. The JSCA preamble
says the ultimate goal of Jesuit
education is to foster a real
metanoia in its students. A lot
of the way I teach comes from
coaching. Right now we’re doing backwards curriculum development. I was doing that in
the 1970’s. To me it was natural. I was just natural. When
you coach you start with what?
I know what I want my players to do at the end of the first
week, at the end of the second week. When I’m coaching freshman football I know
what I want my players to do;
I have a goal in mind. I’m doing everything to get that goal.
I just did the same thing in
the classroom. I knew what
I wanted my guys to do so I
had my goals, and in football
in order to begin you’ve gotta

teach them how to put on the
equipment, how to get in the
stance, how to hold the football, how to throw a football.
Most kids don’t know how to
do this stuff. You gotta get the
basics down. The most important things about football, or
any sport, isn’t the techniques,
its paying attention, learning,
being tough, disciplined, all of
that kind of stuff. And it’s the

know, predict it. All the kinds
of things that you guys know,
if we can get in front of them
and say, ‘these are things that
are pretty predictable what’s
going to happen.’ You know
Adam Cruz’s prayer services
last week, he talked about
what’s probably going to happen freshman year, sophomore year, junior year, and
senior year, and it’s not that

happened over the years that
you have been either very
proud of, certain experiences
that you have been proud of?
What are you proud of most
about your experience at
SLUH?
HH: Or moments in SLUH’s
history while you’ve been here
that have made you proud of
SLUH as well?
MS: This is the thing about St.

Matt Sciuto (center) coaching football during his first year at SLUH. photo | Dauphin Yearbook 1981

same things in the classroom.
If I can teach my kids how to
be open, how to be organized,
how to study, then we got a
chance to teach them. You
gotta have that at the beginning, and most freshman are
not organized or they don’t
know to be organized. They
never had to. It’s not their fault.
They never had to mark their
book. They couldn’t mark
their book in grade school,
so we have to teach that. And
they didn’t know how to study.
They didn’t understand what
real learning was.
LJ: Is that why you zoned in
on freshman theology especially? Because you used to
teach juniors and freshman.
MS: I love teaching freshmen
and juniors or freshmen and
seniors. I did that most of my
career. There are two things
that happened. Number one
I think freshman year is the
most fundamentally crucial
year. Most people don’t want
to teach freshmen. It’s a challenge let’s say… I want to do it
because it’s not just freshman
theology. I’ve worked with
the freshmen, trying to organize the homeroom teachers. I think it is a really good
time to help the freshmen do
what needs to be done, which
is make that transition, organize the lockers, work with
senior advisers. Just tell them
you know this is what is coming up. There’s going to be a
second quarter slump. After three weeks you’re gonna
have a bunch of tests. You

he’s so brilliant. He is very,
very smart, but he just says
look we’ve been here we can
see this. And if you know that
this is going to happen then
you can be able to handle it
better.
HH: Your son attended SLUH
during your time here. How
has working at SLUH before
your son came, during your
son’s time here, and after your
son was here affected your
perspective of your students’
experience?
MS: … It was nice to see him
go through it. St. Louis U. High
faculty took care of my son really well, but I think St. Louis
U. High takes care of everybody. They try to take care of
everybody really well. I just
experienced it firsthand. The
thing that happened is I always
had this idea how good is St.
Louis U High? Is it just that
we get the best and the brightest from all the schools around
and we don’t get in their way?
I really thought that that was
maybe a possibility. But then
my son went through and I
said he was smart. I knew he
was smart, but he didn’t know
to write, how to do calculus, he
didn’t know physics. He didn’t
know all this stuff. … He had
great teachers, and he knew
how to write.
St. Louis U. High is a
tremendous place. It’s better
academically than when I was
here. It’s just different times. I
think we’ve got better teachers.
LJ: Are there things that have

Louis U. High that I’m most
proud of: it’s Jesuit. It’s not
just Jesuit in name; it’s Jesuits,
meaning there’s a commitment to the mind and to the
spirit. I think that’s one of the
unique things. Remember I
said I left Aquinas? Aquinas
didn’t understand co-curriculars. We don’t have extracurriculars (at SLUH) we have

“A lot of the way
I teach comes
from coaching.
Right now, we’re
doing backwards
curriculum
development. I
was doing that in
the 1980’s.”
-Matt Sciuto
co-curriculars. We believe
baseball and sports is a way
to teach and form a young
man into being what we want,
which is a man for others—
open to growth, competent,
religious, loving, all that. We
believe that the Prep News is
a way to serve, to build community ...
One of the biggest things
our guys love is the diversity
of St. Louis U. High, and I
know that sounds weird because we don’t have girls and
we’re mainly Catholic. But

photo | Dauphin yearbook 2006

what my classmates said is
that the diversity they experienced was mainly economic
and geographical. There are
students from all over the bistate area. There are rich guys,
and there are poor guys. You
don’t know the difference between them most of the time.
And this idea of need blind
admission that SLUH has,
that we’re committed to saying “If you can make into St.
Louis U. High but your parents can’t afford it, we’ll work
something out.” My guys love
that because a lot of my guys,
my classmates, their parents
struggled to send them here.
And there’s always a story
about a kid. Tim O’Neil was
a Post Dispatch writer, and he
tells it like his dad lost his job
and he went into Mr. Conway’s office, who was the assistant principal at the time.
He said, “I think I’m going to
have to transfer. My dad lost
his job.” Mr. Conway got two
erasers and asked him, “Can
you do this?” (clean erasers).
Tim said, “Yeah I can do that.”
Conway said, “Come every
day after school and clean the
boards. Then we’ll take care of
you.” I’m ready to cry because
that’s not just one story…
That’s the story, that St. Louis
U. High and Jesuit education
is committed not just to the
wealthy, which would be easier, but they’re really committed to down here. My parents
never went to high school. I’m
the first one to go to college in
my family. My sister graduated from high school and that
was it. I don’t know where I’d
be without St. Louis U. High.
I might be in a better spot
who knows, but I know my
39 years here has been a joy,
a grace. In fact, my colleagues
have been tremendous, really
good. Tremendous is overstating it...
LJ: So have you been here all
39 years, except for the one
semester you took a sabbatical? How does the day not get
mundane for you? Is it that
freshman challenge?
MS: The great thing about education is that there’s a sameness to it every year, and of
course it’s every year. But that
makes you comfortable; it’s
makes you confident. I know
how I’m going to feel at the
end of the year because you
guys feel that way. I’m going
to feel that way. I’m excited
and I’m sad at the same time.
I’m apprehensive at the same
time. I’m fearful at the same
time, but you guys have been
going through that all this
time ... It’s the sameness of the
course, but every class, every
class is a challenge. I use the
same material in four different classes, but every class is
different because the kids are
different, their questions are
different, the way they read is
different, and their emotions
are different.
LJ: You went on sabbatical in
’09 right?
MS: Yes, there were two things
I wanted to do. Number one, I
wanted to visit Jesuit schools
in the Midwest to see what
they were doing in religion.
I was doing photography at
that time as well, so I wanted
to see that… I wanted to go to
Europe because I wanted to
understand and see religious
art especially. I learned a lot
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about religious art and what it
means. I use it more and more
now, especially with religious
art from the Renaissance as
a part of education. Why is
there so much art in Europe
and why is it religious art?
Number one, the money from
the Catholic church, the second thing is that most people
were illiterate, and the way the
church taught was through
stuff like the Sistine Chapel
and religious art all over the
place. People couldn’t read,
but they could look at the art
and interpret Biblical stories.
So I said, “Hey I am going to
use that more in my class”
because I’m teaching people
who are illiterate.
LJ: What were some specific
things you brought back to
SLUH?
MS: Well there was a lot of
things, but it mainly boiled
down to freshman theology
and religious art.
LJ: You also talked about, on
your website, how the mission
statement in Jesuit schools
wasn’t as vocally heard?
MS: Yeah that’s right… then
we started doing that. I also
visited St. Ignatius in Chicago,
and they do a tremendous job,
especially with retreats. They
do a lot of outdoors type stuff
and movie retreats, things like
that, and we didn’t start doing
stuff like that until recently.
HH: This year has kind of
been your senior year so to
speak and last year at SLUH
so is there anything you’ve
cherished this year being your
last year?
MS: No, I have just enjoyed it
maybe a little bit differently. I
don’t count the days down. I
am going to be sad leaving the
classroom. I am going to be
lost without this classroom. I
mean this classroom has been
my home for 20 years. They
gave me this classroom and I’ve
made a home out of it. I love
this place. I am up here because
I just like working here. I like
putting on my music, quiet Saturday morning, Sunday mornings, things like that.
I hope I can still come
back to the library even. I like
quiet places. One of the biggest things I am really proud
of, I’ve opened up the library
for the last 20 years, and every
morning including late starts
and exam days because I really
believe there’s an early morning group of guys here that
need to be paid attention to. I
was like that.
My aunt used to drop
me off at six in the morning
on her way to work, and Fr.
Hagan would be here. That
was when the Jesuits lived in
this place so it would be easy
to get in and out of. I would
be home. Fr. Hagan would be
there, it’d be warm. The rec
room would be open, the library wouldn’t, but that came
later. I have been committed to
opening up the library for so
long and I hope the library remains. I think Allen Boedeker
is going to take it over at 6:30
every morning because I get
guys that come in and want to
get work done and they want
quiet, and there’s not a lot of
places in this school they can
find quiet. …
LJ: Talking about photography and yearbook, how did
you get into it?
MS: I like photography and

I would do a little bit of it on
my own, but in 2003 I gave up
football. When I gave up football, I started to see the need
and I also saw that the people
that were doing our yearbook
weren’t really doing a good job
with us. I went out to De Smet
with Joe Klug out there. Well,
I said, “our equipment isn’t
good.” He said, “Well, aren’t
you getting a camera every
year from whoever is doing
your yearbook? I said “No.”
“They do the seniors portraits,
are you getting a slice of that?”
I said “No. I didn’t know.” So
I went back and we left that
group which was Prestige and
went to HRImaging. Now,
with HRImaging, we renegotiated the contract. We got
$10,000 a year that contributes to the general fund and
we got $2,000 a year that we

“One of the things
is that this place
lets you be good.
I don’t have to be
competitive. It’s
not a cutthroat
situation.”
-Matt Sciuto
could use for equipment, so
our equipment is top notch for
any high school… I wanted to
use photography as a way to
help the yearbook, the Prep
News. They had a little camera, and different guys would
take different pictures with
the camera and they didn’t
have the equipment because
you guys couldn’t afford many
cameras ...
LJ: I was reading the Prep
News and Yearbook and they
were saying how you helped
Mr. Mueller and Mr. Keefe
with the yearbook in ’05
which came after the ’06 one
which you helped with.
MS: Because what happened
was there was a lady who
works for Herth Jones named
Leah Blase, and she’s been our
yearbook editor for a long
time. That yearbook in 2005
did not come out and she and
one of her guys put it together. They did the yearbook by
themselves. Then, Dick Keefe

STUCO President Matt Sciuto presiding over meeting.

and John Mueller and I were
just really really upset that we
didn’t have a yearbook for a
full year and said we’d come
together and let’s work together. Both those guys were easy
to work with. They worked
hard. They had the right ideas.
They worked with kids well.
That was a highlight probably of my career working
with those guys and working
with them to start it back up.
They did it for a few years and
then somebody else and then
somebody else. Every year it
seems the yearbook is looking
for somebody else. It has been
a challenge.
HH: Who have been some faculty member that have come
and gone or ones that are still
here that you really admired
or really worked closely with
in your department?
MS: I don’t even hardly know
where to begin. … I thought
Sheridan was nuts when he
bought up all the stuff. I told
him I think this is wrong. I
think this is taking property
from people. He saw things that
had to happen. This campus is
tremendously different because
of what Paul Sheridan did.
This is a Sheridan story.
It’s the late ’90’s and I am an
alumni and he brings alumni
into the Currigan Room and
says with the straightest face
behind a podium—this is how
I remember it and memory
can be hazy—he said, “You
know we ought to think about
moving out to west county.
We are landlocked. We can’t
do anything. We need more
grounds. We need to move
out to West County or St.
Charles.” Then, the alumni
said, No we can’t do that. St.
Louis U. High is part of the …
You can’t do that. And this is
the way I remember it hon-

estly. This is Sheridan, “Okay,
okay I hear you but you know
if we stay here, I’m going to
need about $20 million to
buy the land to expand. And
the alumni by this point are
saying, “we will get you that
money.” I mean he was setting
them up. He was setting us
up. All I know is he raised the
money. From the money, they
started buying up the factories
and houses. I said, “there’s no
way you could buy up all of
this land” but he did and he
got it. I mean I love Sheridan.
He’s a tremendous man. … So
there’s a lot of unsung heroes
and Sheridan is one.
I couldn’t even start to
tell you all the names. … One
of the things is that this place
lets you be good. I don’t have
to be competitive. It’s not a
cutthroat situation. My administration, my department
stands with me. The parents
90% of the time stand behind
me, and that is tough when it

“It’s not just
Jesuit in name;
it’s Jesuit,
meaning there’s
a commitment to
the mind and to
the spirit. I think
that’s one of the
unique things.”
-Matt Sciuto
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students that aren’t religious,
that aren’t Catholic. I thought I
would bridge that real well because I teach salvation history
and know who the patriarchs
are. It’s not a religious thing,
but I want something religious. They don’t seem to care
about it. I think my students
aren’t as disciplined, they can’t
read as well, its tougher to get
them to read, and retain anything. I’m not sure I am that
effective. Part of it is that I
would want to try it again, let
me get it better next year. I like
that. But, there’s another part
of me that’s like, if guys like
me don’t retire, then young
teachers can’t come in and try
their way. I had 45 years to be
a good teacher. This is a plum
job. This is a tremendous job.
It’s time for me to retire and
let someone else try at it. We
have two great new teachers
coming in next year I think.
One, a really young woman,
and one who is Jim Hubbman
who has been on and off here
for years and he’s going to be
tremendous.
First, I think it’s time for
me to retire. I’ve tried all my
tricks, I’ve tried everything.
Secondly, it’s the idea of
let someone else.
The third thing is, I am
really getting tired of learning
new computer systems. No seriously. Before we were during
curriculum development, and
now we are doing understanding by design and spending so
much time on things that are
not directly related to teaching. We lost so many school
days this year with a cleanup
day, with a bicentennial day,
and those are good things, but
we lose class time and we had
all these weather days. We lost
a lot of class time this year.
That’s been a factor.
Another thing is while
I’m young and healthy enough,
I want to travel. I want to visit
other schools, other people. In
the fall I hope to go up to New
England and meander around
and see former students and
see classmates of mine and
visit libraries and universities. I hope by next spring to
go to Europe and live there
for three weeks and see what
it would be like to live in a different culture like that. Maybe
learn the language maybe see
if someone wants to go with
me. My wife is going to continue working. She works at
Meramec in the library and
if I go up to New England for
a month, she might come up
for a week. If in the spring I go
to Europe, I might take three
weeks to a month and then
she might come up for a little
while … but I would like to do
something like thatwhile I am
still healthy enough to do it.

is your son. It’s been a joy to
teach here. Now, I’m thinking
about all these other people.
I’m going to stop. I could go
on for a long time. And you
guys know this and my son
knows this: you meet a lot
of good people here. All we
teachers want to do is help
you. We don’t want anything
from you. All we want to do
is help you. Let us teach you
math, study skills, how to keep
God in your life. The biggest
gift to give us is to write well,
say you learned something,
show you learned something.
… That is one thing you learn:
what’s important with life and
what’s not important with life.
Actually, I learned that from
Buddhism when I learned
world religions. Buddha says,
‘want to be happy? Stop wanting stuff.’
LJ: I am assuming there are a
lot of pieces that made this the
year, but what were some of
your main decisions.
MS: You are right. There were
a whole bunch of pieces that
meant this was the right time.
First, I don’t know how effective I am to my students anymore. I see a gap, and I don’t
know if it’s me or my students.
Visit the Prep News webI
am
getting
more
and
more
site
for
the full conversation.
|
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Baseball searches for Tennis goes on seven game win streak; takes
consistency before
district title in process
Obert and
“We were pretty excited ing the Jr. Bills from getting the earned third at the No. 1 seed,
playoffs start Saturday LukeBlake
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t. Louis U. High baseball has
had a jam-packed schedule,
facing Vianney, De Smet, St.
Charles West, Fox, Mehlville,
CBC, De Smet (again), Parkway
South and Chaminade all in the
past two weeks. Not only have
they powered through tough
games, they have put themselves in a good position heading into the district tournament
this weekend. SLUH has stayed
hot at the plate with a run differential of 50-43 in their last
nine games, and through strong
starting pitching, the Jr. Bills
have gone 5-4 in the past nine
games.
On April 26th SLUH started off their nine games losing to
Vianney in a 5-3 battle in what
was their revenge game from the
week prior. The next day, they
faced De Smet and St. Charles
West in a double header.
First, they played De Smet.
By the stellar pitching of senior
Cam Glynn, SLUH pulled out
the 1-0 win. Glynn has been
sensational in his last two starts.
He has thrown 11 innings with
only four hits and no runs allowed.
“I’ve really just relaxed and
trusted in the team. We’ve got
some really strong fielders so I
feel quite confident even when
the ball is bouncing off the bat
a bit. It feels good to be grooving on the mound. Knowing
that each and every game is
one closer to my last game in a
SLUH uniform is a huge motivating factor,” said Glynn.
In the second game of the
double header, SLUH thumped
St. Charles West, 8-2. Senior
Jack Sullivan slashed 2 hits and 2
RBIs in the win and sophomore
Jake Noonan had a solid outing
on the mound, allowing only
two hits and two runs in his 4
2/3 innings pitched.
Leading the Jr. Bills at the
plate, seniors Joe Gilmore and
Jack Sullivan took advantage of
the opponents pitching, notching 12 RBIs and scoring 11 runs
over the nine games. Gilmore
went 9 for 28 at the plate and
Sullivan went 7 for 24.
Two days later, SLUH
faced Mehlville and Fox in a
doubleheader. In the first game,
the Jr. bills defeated Fox 8-0.
Junior Dashiell Wuller went 2
for 3 with two runs scored and
Gilmore hit a triple and a double
as he 2 for 3 as well.
The explosive offense continued against Mehlville, but the
defense fell apart commiting
seven errors. This was a regression to earlier issues SLUH had
faced, and they fell 11-8.
“Defense has been a
strong point for SLUH baseball
throughout the year,” said junior
catcher Tony Lindwedel. “So, I
think when the defense isn’t going well it really affects the team
and our overall mindset.”
Looking past the loss to

Mehlville, SLUH headed to
CBC two days later to face off
against their MCC foes for the
second time in the season. In
the first matchup, SLUH lost
8-0 and the rematch looked
very similar. SLUH’s offense
squeaked out just two hits. The
pitching by junior Austin Brush
was solid, with six hits and four
runs allowed over 4 1/3 innings,
but the offense was unable to
produce. SLUH dropped the rematch 4-0.
“They have a couple of
good arms, but I think we can
definitely hit any of them,” said
Lindwedel. “We need to go in
the batter’s box with a better
mindset and more confidence.”
Hot dogs were on the
grill and the angelic voice of
Jimmy Wolfe blared over the
loudspeakers as junior Ben
Kennebeck took the mound to
start the centennial anniversary
game, honoring SLUH baseball’s
100-year history, and SLUH was
facing off against their west
wing—De Smet. Before the
game, long-time SLUH coach
Steve Nicollerat was honored on
the field and threw out the first
pitch.
In his second start of the
season, Kennebeck pitched a
gem. In the first inning, De Smet
scored an early run, but Kennebeck was just settling into a
rhythm. In the bottom of the inning SLUH scored on a passed
ball and an RBI fielder’s choice
hit by Sullivan. Kennebeck took
over the game and dominated.
He did not allow another run
until the fifth inning and then
was relieved by sophomore Jake
Noonan. While Kennebeck
went to work, SLUH was able
to manage four runs, taking
advantage of the fielding errors
by De Smet. Due to the great
outing by Kennebeck and perfect closing by Noonan, SLUH
celebrated 100 years with a final
score of 6-2.
“I felt like I was ready to
pitch,” Kennebeck said. “I had
a good feeling that I was going
to toss a good game and I was
locked in.”
The next night the Jr. Bills
honored their seniors in the
best way possible: a mercy rule.
They faced Parkway South with
Glynn starting on the mound.
The game was explosive from
the get go. SLUH only scored
one run in the first inning, but
then put up six in the second
and third. Gilmore tallied four
RBIs in the 15-0 win. Glynn allowed one hit over the short four
innings of the game.
In the fourth inning, senior
Cole Banker, a pitcher, pinch hit
for teammate Timmy Heinlein.
Banker hit a triple to close out
the game with a mercy rule.
Banker had been cut from
freshman baseball and did not
make the team his junior year.
Banker worked all offseason to
make the team his senior year
and walked off the game on his
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uring the last two weeks
the varsity tennis team’s
aces have been flourishing.
They’ve picked up a seven game
win streak and have taken home
bronze at the Tournament of
Champions along with a district title. As the likely date for
state approaches, the Jr. Bills
have played with poise and
confidence and don’t seem like
they’re going to stop thriving
anytime soon.
On April 26th, the Jr. Bills
entered the Tournament of
Champions understanding the
importance of the contest. It is
known as the most competitive
tournament during the grueling tennis season, and SLUH
managed to secure a spot on the
podium with a third place finish, missing second by a single
point.
In doubles, juniors Victor
Stefanescu and Daniel Lombardi placed a disappointing tenth
place, but the freshman duo of
Nick Fischer and Henry Dowd
came in third place. In singles,
freshman Gus Tettamble finished sixth and sophomore Leo
de Silva third. The team finished
only behind MICDS and Rockbridge. SLUH chalked up the
loss as a result of fatigue, as the
long day left the Jr. Bills squad
unable to play their best in their
last games.

where the best teams around
Saint Louis play and we knew we
could make something happen,”
said freshman Gus Tettamble.
“Nick and I are both freshmen
so we were pretty happy with
how we did.”
Next up on the schedule
was O’Fallon Township on April
29th, whom SLUH took down
without much effort in an 8-1

boarding accident that left Lombardi unable to play, but the Jr.
Bills left with a resounding win
nonetheless.
Next came the MCC tournament on May 1st, which is a
major pillar in the season because it shows the team what
they are really capable of doing.
“Having lost the MCC
(tournament) both my fresh-

Junior Victor Stefanescu in districts
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blowout. Every member of the
team was on his game. In singles, Tettamble, Fischer, Da Silva, Stefanescu, and Dowd won
at the No. 1-5 seeds. As for the
doubles, the team dominated
play just as much as they did in
singles. The only thing prevent-

man and sophomore year here,
this was a really important tournament for me,” said Stefanescu.
SLUH went home happy,
and with a new trophy, suffering just one singles loss, when
Tettamble faced the top player
in the state. In doubles, the team

won the third seed bracket.
Then, after another easy
win against Kirkwood on May
7th, the team faced the most important challenge yet: the district finals.
“Heading into districts I
considered us to be the favorites
to win,” said head coach Brian
Kirk. “ I felt the boys were ready
and they didn’t disappoint in the
slightest.”
SLUH dominated the doubles with a No. 2 seed bracket
win from Stefanescu and Da
Silva and a No. 3 seed bracket
win from Lombardi and Dowd,
and went up 2-1 entering singles play. Dowd and Stefanescu
then secured back-to-back
shutout wins. Tettamble lost in
heartbreaking fashion during
a tiebreaker, but all the Jr. Bills
needed was one more win to
take home districts, and Fischer
came in clutch to put the contest away after winning the No.
2 seed.
“Our main goal coming off
of districts is to get as many of
our top six to sectionals (as possible),” said Coach Kirk.
All SLUH needs now is to
win two more games to qualify
for state. Individual districts will
take place this Friday and Saturday.
“All I have to say is this: We
are ready,” said Stefanescu.

Track hits peak performance in conference win;
survive and advance mentality for districts
BY Chris Staley
SPORTS EDITOR

C

oming off an impressive
MCC conference meet,
the St. Louis U. High track
program hope to continue
success going into districts.
After cleaning up conference
on the varsity and JV levels,
the JV squad ended its season
this past Tuesday at the final
meet while the playoff competitors continue to train.
Last Wednesday, May
1, SLUH looked to keep the
MCC trophy, and they did,
crushing second place by 58
points and last place by 141
points. Varsity grabbed their
8th straight and 13th of the
last 14 conference titles with
19 medalists and 10 event
champions. JV didn’t disappoint either, with 21 medalists and 13 event champions,
defeating second place De
Smet by 62 points. Senior
Reed Milnor won the novice
mile.
“Everybody had the day
they were hoping for at the
right time,” said head coach
Joe Porter.
On the varsity level, the
sprinters got second in many
events. The 4x200 relay’s
season best of 1:34 wasn’t
enough as they placed second. The sprinters went seccontinued on page 9 ond in three other events, but

they all picked up valuable
points.
“The goal was to go out
and compete and we knew we
could pick up points across
the board just by staying
within ourselves and by having a good day and the sprinters did a nice job with that,”
said Porter.
However, there were
many wins with the sprinters.
Sophomore Tilahun Murphy
was graceful in his hurdles
when he took first in the

meet without (the sprinters),”
said Porter.
The Jr. Bill distance
squad showed off its talent,
winning every distance event.
Senior captain Patrick Hetlage beat teammate junior Lucas Rackers by .27 seconds in
the 1600 with his 4:31.50, and
he won the 800 with a 1:58.
“All the distance guys
knew they had their jobs to
do in their events, and that
is exactly what everyone did
on both JV and varsity,” said

Freshman Joey Meehan (left) running photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott
against sophomore Daniel Salcedo (right).

hurdles with a 42.17—an allstate time. SLUH conquered
the 400 winning the 400 and
4x400 relay.
“We wouldn’t have been
able to win the conference

Hetlage.
On the field, the jumps
sprang into first to boost the
point total for SLUH. Wallace-Hughes continued his
nice day after a second place

100 as he was the champion
for both long jump and triple
jump with his PR’s—a 20’5”
in the long and 42’7” in the
triple.
“(Christian) ran a really great 100 and was able to
back it up with a great long
and a great triple,” said Porter.
Senior captain Carlo
Pitti took the conference
pole vault crown by clearing
12’6”. Junior captain Patrick
Hayden had season bests in
shot put with a 39’8” and a
117’04” in discus.
The JV’s performance
did not go unnoticed. In a
photo finish, sophomore
Daniel Salcedo was beaten
by .02 in the 100 for second,
but he bounced back with
his 200-winning 24.34. The
sprinters conquered all hurdles, the 400, and the 4x200
relay as well.
“We’ve just been constantly focusing on keeping
good sprinting form and getting stronger every day,” said
Salcedo. “We visit the weight
room about 2-3 times a week,
but still keeping a fun environment so everyone enjoys
running.”
Distance won all their
events. Sophomore Ryan
Kramer won the 800 with
a 2:13 and his 4:47 got him
first in the 1600. Along with a

continued on page 9
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4x800 win, SLUH went 1-2-3
in the 1600 and 3200.
“I think what makes our
team good is all of the hard
work that we put in,” said
sophomore Ryan Kramer.
“Three workouts a week and
then long distance runs on
the others days is a good
combo to keep our team fit
for actual races.”
Freshman Andrew Renaud heaved his javelin 102
feet to claim first place, with
teammate junior Logan Florida two feet behind him for
second. Pole vault went 1-2-3
as freshman Sam Kean led the
way by getting over 9’6”.
Last Tuesday, the JV
wrapped up their season at
the SLUH JV/C meet against
Marquette, De Smet, and
CBC. The meet is mostly
meant for anyone to get one
last PR as their season comes
to a close.
Salcedo PR’d in the 100

with his 11.5 while freshman
Joey Meehan raised eyebrows
when he sprinted a 24.0 in the
200. Both Salcedo and Meehan have put in the work to
get to where they are now.
“Joey and I motivate
each other to get better, during practices and meets,” said
Salcedo. “Joey is a workhorse,
he puts his all into every
workout we do, making every
workout a competition.”
“It’s nice to see some
guys hard work is paying off,”
said Porter.
Milnor PR’d in his final
race of his running career in
the 1600 with a 4:44 behind
teammates Scott and Mittendorf.
Junior Kyle McEnery upset teammate and new friend
Kean with his 10’6” vault,
only 6” in front of Kean.
“I think Sam has really pushed me to be a leader
this season. We’ve become
pretty close this season and

he always comes up to me
for questions on how to improve,” said McEnery. “This
helps me to view him, and
view my own progress, and to
help us both out in the process.”
The meet showed peak
performance that is promising for next year.
The Jr. Bill track team
heads to Eureka tomorrow to
run at districts against some
opponents they haven’t seen
a lot of in the regular season.
SLUH plans to take the meet
slow and try to move on to
sectionals next Saturday.
“It’s always to survive
and advance, try to be in the
top four and get to another
week and then we’ll relook at
everything at that point, but
if we can just get ourselves
to another week of racing—
that’s our goal,” said Porter

Banker comeback story caps off
senior night before postseason

three move on individually

Justin Koesterer and
Jacob Reznikov
BY

SPORTS EDITOR, REPORTER

I

f the SLUH varsity golf
team would have been in
any of the other four sectionals, they would have made it
to the State Championship.
As it turned out however,
they placed third at the Class
4 Sectional 1 Championship,
just one spot below qualification for the state meet.
As postseason play shifted into high gear, the team
prepared for its first competition: Districts.
The Jr. Bills had done
well all season, and now it
was time to carry that play
into what would be the the
final rounds of golf for a
star core of seniors: Jonathan Turner, Parker Leavitt,
Nate Rauschenbach, Jacob
Reznikov, Fred Johnson,
Marty Jaskiewicz, and Patrick
Finlay.
The district match pitted
ten teams against each other;
four of which were MCC
schools. Only the eight lowest
scoring teams from districts

J
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“For me, I couldn’t imagine going through high school without playing baseball. Getting cut
is the worst feeling in the world,
and I told myself I wasn’t going
to let that happen again. I would
tell other kids that if they really
love something, like baseball,
that they should take getting cut
as a test of how much they love
the game and as an opportunity
to prove everyone that doubted
their abilities wrong.”
This past Wednesday,
SLUH rematched against the
Chaminade Red Devils. In what
turned out to be a blowout,
SLUH’s pitching was torn apart
and the hitting was shut down.
Chaminade tallied nine hits and
eleven runs over six innings.
SLUH was mercy-ruled.
“It’s a mentality,” head
coach Ray Bulte said about the
swing of wins and losses. “I
think it’s just part of the game
of baseball whether it is at the
high school level or pro level. If
you look at the games we have

won by ten and the games that
we have lost by ten and the close
ones—it is just your mental approach.”
Consistency is something
that every baseball team strives
for. It is the ability to play game
after game with the best possible
mentality to win the game. St.
Louis U. High baseball is looking for that stride heading into
playoffs.
“We are trying to find
some consistency and have the
guys relax a little bit and play
within themselves and look for
a pitch that they can drive and
have a little fun,” said Bulte.
SLUH will face Ladue this
Saturday in the first round of the
District Tournament.
“We’ve gotta win one game
at a time. It’s do or die,” Bulte
said. “We have to bring our best
each day and hope for the best
so we can move on to the next
day.”

one and two together would
make it through to the Class
1 sectional meet. At the end
of nine close holes, the Jr. Bills
ended up in second place of
ten teams, shooting 319, and
missing the District Championship by five strokes to MCC
rival Chaminade. There wasn’t
much room for error, but the
Jr. Bills pulled through.
After a brutal loss to De
Smet in the Jesuit Cup, a dual
match which went to a second
playoff hole, the Jr. Bills readied for the next round of playoffs, the sectional meet, held
in Jackson, Mo. Rebounding
after a tough loss required excellent leadership, especially
on the part of the senior core.
“I leaned on the seniors
heavily not only for their golf
talents but to help me learn
to manage a St. Louis U. high
team,” said head coach Dan
Reardon. “From the outset,
as captains, Parker Leavitt
and Patrick Finlay were my
coaches in transitioning
into the program. Jonathan
Turner as a player and a person set a standard for every-

one to follow. Fred Johnson,
Nate Rauschenbach, Jacob
Reznikov and Marty Jaskiewicz were instrumental in
helping us to win dual matches and show the 21 underclassmen how it needs to be
done every day.”
They would need their
special senior presence for the
sectional meet, and they got
it, for every hole except the
first. But Reardon said that
first hole made the difference,
when vying for the second
sectional spot against a battletested Chaminade squad.
“We played our first hole
in Sectionals poorly and we
were playing uphill after that.
We actually matched runnerup Chaminade for the last 17
holes,” said Reardon.
Standout performances
came from junior Ray Winter
and seniors Jon Turner and
Parker Leavitt, all three of
whom pulled off performances good enough to move them
to the State Championship.
But it wasn’t that way early on.
“I personally played ter-

The team played game 1 of
the semifinal last night, and finishes the series tonight. The state
title game is at 6:45 on Saturday,
at the Matteson Square Gardens
in St. Peters.
The varsity 2 team played
late last night against Rockwood
Summit. If they won, they play
would tonight in Fenton. The
state title game will be on Saturday at 1:45 in St. Peters.
The JV team also played
late last night against Holt. If
they won, the location and time
of their next game will be available on the website.
Although the JV team had
a tough go in the regular season,
coach Dave Richert noted that
the season was well-fought.
“The team committed
early on to play hard the entire
game,” said Richert. “And while
we faced considerable adversity
during the season, our players
always conducted themselves
in a manner consistent with the
best traditions of the U. High.”
Senior Liam Gallagher
is excited and hopeful for the
team’s prospects.

the group has been a struggle
throughout the season. The
team has a goals-for average of
1.2. But Richert noted that defense will be just as important,
given Holt’s pressure on offense.
The JV state game is Saturday at 4:15 in St. Peters.
SLUH’s C team fell 8-5
against a tough CBC squad
last Tuesday and was eliminated from the playoffs. In spite
of this, the season had many
bright spots. The underclassmen led the way scoring-wise.
Freshman Matt Windler was
the team’s leading scorer, notching 12 points, and sophomore
Henry McIntyre came right behind with 11. In net, sophomore
goalie Andrew Bergman posted
a save percentage of .771, which
is high for inline.
The last time a SLUH team
went to the State Championship
was in May 2017; the varsity
team finished in second place.
LePage mentioned that there is
a high possibility of returning to
a title game this year. The whole
team wants a lot of fans for the
playoff games, and promises ex-

continued on page 12

Inline’s four teams enter playoffs; hope
regular season prep will be enough
BY Nick Prainito
STAFF

Senior Night.
“It was an incredible feeling. That was my first (at bat)
all year since I’m a pitcher. I
was actually warming up to go
in when Coach (Adam) Cruz
told me to go hit. I didn’t have
time to grab my batting gloves
and couldn’t find my own bat,
so I just grabbed some random
one. I jumped on the first pitch
and was able to take it the other
way,” Banker said. “Seeing my
teammates, especially the other
seniors, go nuts was an awesome
feeling. All of the guys mobbing
me at third base and Jack Perry’s
water bath is something I’m not
going to forget.”
Banker also has a message for all of those looking
on whether or not to continue
their athletic career at SLUH
and what it is like to not make
a team.
“If you are thinking about
quitting a sport, don’t let being
cut be the reason,” Banker said.
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Varsity track rests for playoffs as
JV completes season
(continued from page 8)
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Golf falls one place short in sectionals;
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ust like the Blues, it’s playoff
season for St. Louis U. High
inline hockey. This past week,
the four teams in the program
began their stint in the annual
end-of-season tournament of
the Missouri Inline Hockey Association (MOIHA), each with
one goal: to win a State Championship.
The varsity 1 team’s playoffs consist of two best-of-three
rounds and then a single state
title game. On Tuesday, the team
fell to Rockwood Summit 4-1 in
the first game of the first round.
Senior Christian Berger scored
the lone goal for the Jr. Bills. On
Wednesday, the team advanced
to the semifinal, winning 3-2 in
Game 2 and 4-0 in the ten-minute deciding game.
“These guys are all very
competitive in nature,” said head
coach Chris LePage. “We’ve got
a couple seniors on the team ...
they wanna [play] four games,
potentially five games.”
The level of skill improvement for the squad has been

Senior Christian Berger scoring against CBC

consistently high throughout
the season.
“I think if you look at the
way our games have gone from
the first half of the season to
the second half, we have been
the better team,” said LePage.
“I don’t think other teams improved at the rate we did.”

photo | Courtesy of Matthew Windler

“As we enter the playoffs,
the team has begun to really focus on getting scoring opportunities and playing a much more
offensive game,” said Gallagher.
“Win or lose, we’re all proud to
have been on this team because
it’s been a ton of fun.”
The offensive aspect for

citing games worth watching.
“If you want to be entertained, come watch one of our
varsity inline games,” said LePage. “It’s gonna be a lot of fun for
the players and anybody who
comes to watch.”
Results of these games can
be found at www.moiha.org.
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JV golf shoots stellar season; looks Rainouts play key role in C
baseball’s sloppy season
to fill varsity void

Justin Koesterer
SPORTS EDITOR

W

hile the SLUH varsity
golf team was stood
up at their sectional meet in
Jackson, there was no such
barrier for their understudies. The JV golf team, in dual
matches, went a perfect 8-0,
and in tournaments, only
lost to one team over three
combined invitationals.
These matches have not
been close. Each of the Jr.
Bills’ dual-match wins have
come with a deficit of 18
strokes or more. This wasn’t
just winning, this was domination, and with the varsity
team losing an invaluable
core of seniors, the JV Jr.
Bills need to rise as key replacements for the varsity’s
losses.
“Even if we can find
players to shoot similar
scores next year, the players

that follow will need to step
into those other roles for the
team to match the success
from 2019,” said golf program head coach Dan Reardon.
The first match came as
a back-to-back against Vianney, on March 25th. Showing absolute authority to
begin the season, the Jr. Bills
took the first two matches
dominantly, winning by
a combined 66 strokes. A
week-long break drove them
into and through the next
MCC rival, Chaminade. A
24 stroke victory showed
early signs of a good season,
but the momentum didn’t
stop there. After a 55 stroke
thrashing of Westminster,
the battle-tested Jr. Bills took
their swagger into their first
tournament of the season,
the Clayton Team Best Ball
Tournament at Gateway In-

ternational, and beat seven
other teams for the trophy.
It seemed as if no team
could stop them. They
mowed down rivals CBC
and De Smet in consecutive days on April 16 and
17 by 31 and 41 strokes,
respectively. After finally
being bested in the MCC
tournament, taking second
to Chaminade, the Jr. Bills
rebounded and caught fire,
winning the Kirkwood Invitational four days later and
besting CBC and De Smet
for a second time, concluding their season.
“I told my players at the
start of the season my three
goals for them were to be
honest, improve and have
fun. I think the answer is
yes for all 28 members of the
SLUH golf team,” said Reardon.

Justin Koesterer
SPORTS EDITOR

A

pril showers bring May
flowers. That’s been the
theme of the SLUH C baseball team this season. Out
of a possible 26 games, the
freshmen have played just 15
because of persistent rain,
going 5-10.
Inclement weather has
at times caused the Jr. Bills
to go almost a week without
having games or practices.
“I thought our team adjusted well to some off-thefield challenges that were
very unique this year—as we
really were quite limited in
terms of fields and practice
space, and the cold weather
and wet weather we had further limited us,” said head
coach Mike Dell’Orco. “I can
count on one hand the number of times we practiced on

an actual baseball field this
year, which is pretty remarkable when you think about
it.”
Outside
conference
play, the team is just 1-6,
but in the conference, the
Jr. Bills have held their own,
going 2-2 by beating rivals
Chaminade, splitting a pair
with De Smet, and falling to
CBC.
The offense and especially the run production has
been a key factor in many of
their games this season. In
six of the Jr. Bills’ ten losses,
they failed to put up more
than two runs. The main
factor behind their lack of
offense was a failure to produce with runners in scoring
position.
“Our bats were dead.
We struck out too much
with runners in scoring po-

C golf nearly pulls off
perfect season; ends 5-0-1

Justin Koesterer
SPORTS EDITOR

T

his year’s SLUH golf program has been a true testament to the depth and the
quality of players the Jr. Bills
bring up from their lower levels. The C-team, led by head
coach Tom Wilson, went undefeated over the course of its
six-game season.
In six dual matches
against three opponents, all
from the MCC, the Jr. Bills
nearly went a perfect six for
six, with their only blemish a
tie.
The team’s first set of
matches was against Vianney
on March 25 and 27. Completing the sweep in blowout
fashion, the Jr. Bills took game
one 168-193, and the second,
two days later, 169-192.
After a week of preparations for the second set of
matches against Chaminade,
the Jr. Bills fought hard, but
ended all square on April 2;
the two teams fought to a
deadlock at 171. But this did
not deterring the Jr. Bills from

learning from their mistakes.
Offered a chance at redemption just nine days later on the
11th, the freshmen took it in
with open arms, and pushed
past the Red Devils by 12
strokes, 160-172.
“As the season progressed, our guys continued
to improve. They started out
with some very good rounds,
but again, as the season progressed, their scores got lower,
and they were learning to play
a little bit better. If they continue that, they will continue
to get better as the years go
on,” said Wilson.
The resilience to Chaminade proved the quality of
their squad and they used that
to throttle their last opponents, the CBC Cadets. It was
hardly competition, as over
the final two matches, the Jr.
Bills blew out the Cadets by a
combined total of 89 strokes,
164-209 and 168-212.
“We have a very good a lot of competition for spots
group of golfers not only at next year,” said Wilson.
the varsity level but at the
lower levels, and there will be

JV Tennis fights varsity talent;
comeback vs. O’Fallon highlights season
BY Chris Staley
SPORTS EDITOR

W

hile varsity tennis had
a standout season, the
JV team—made up of mostly
underclassman—worked together to start blossoming
for the future. Led by senior
JV captain Dean Starrs, the
team went against varsity
teams and gained experience
as a unit, going 7-4 on the
season.
The team’s biggest match
was against the varsity team
from Belleville West. Though
the Jr. Bills lost, the boys
fought until the end. Juniors Preston Johnson, Michael Trower, and freshman
Thomas Binek all went to a
ten-point tie break, but all
lost. However, this showing
displayed tremendous talent.
“(The Belleville West
match) shows how deep

SLUH’s tennis program is
with the fact that our coach
has the confidence to play
against a varsity team and
not get waxed,” said Trower.
One highlight of the
team this year was the freshmen. Leading the JV was
freshman Ben Bruen, who
would often swing between
varsity and JV. When facing
O’Fallon, Bruen stepped up
when the team was down
6-3, and his nasty forehand
brought the Jr. Bills back to
win the match 8-6.
“Ben’s a really good
player who came in with an
awesome freshmen class,”
said Starrs. “The O’Fallon
match was so awesome because I know he gets JV going a lot and him bringing us
back was huge.”
What helped propel the
JV team to success was the

leadership. Starrs, a fouryear tennis player, was the
only returning senior on the
team. His wise and gentle
words educated new players,
and his hype motivated the
team.
“Dean didn’t get an official captaincy, but he led
the team in stretches and is
the player that most freshmen look up to,” said Trower.
“He eased me into tennis last
year by carrying me against
some tough opponents that I
wasn’t ready for.”
The young team has a lot
of potential for the future.
“I think the team will
just get better every year,”
said Starrs. “This was just the
start for a lot of the top guys
and the team is a lot closer
and louder than they were
before.”

AMDG

sition and we didn’t put the
ball in play enough then,”
said freshman Liam Brown.
“There were a number of games where we just
needed a timely hit or two,”
said Dell’Orco. “Our lack
of viable practice space really limited our ability to do
the live scrimmaging that
we have been able to do in
past years. We struck out in
key situations far too often
this year when just putting
the ball in play would have
scored a key run and given
us some momentum.”
When the Jr. Bills did
fall, it often wasn’t by much.
Five of their nine losses
have been by four runs or
less, meaning that the Jr.
Bills have stayed in most of
their games, yet lack that
finishing quality. They also
have not lost more than two
games in a row, which shows
determination and signs of
their resilience.
The Jr. Bills have shown
bright spots in the field and
on the mound.
“Fielding tended to be
pretty sharp, but the pitching staff was actually really
good,” said volunteer coach
Aidan Lundergan. “Johnny
McArthur, Henry Hohn,
and Patrick Mooney—those
three would just kill it on
the mound. That and Tucker
Thomas, before he got hurt.”
“The cancellations far
outpaced anything other
freshmen teams have experienced in the last 11 years,
plus it seemed like we were
always on a bus for the games
that we did manage to play,”
said Dell’Orco. “I think this
group of freshmen have the
potential to improve quite a
bit over the next couple of
years. I look for a number
of them to be solid contributors and the JV and varsity
levels.”
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Resilience through rainouts, pitching
from Loretta carry B Baseball
BY Chris Staley
SPORTS EDITOR

R

ain, rain, go away! Let
the B baseball team
play! The B baseball team
(5-8-1) has had seven rainouts so far this season, but
when they have played, the
pitching has been stellar.
One game the team
is proud of is when they
faced off against MCC rival Chaminade. At the beginning of the season, the
team lost to the Red Devils
4-2, but on Wednesday, the
teams met again. Backed
by freshman John Loretta’s complete game, six-hit
shutout, SLUH conquered
the Red Devils 2-1.
Despite the large number of rainouts, the team
kept moving forward. In
a span of eight scheduled
games, the team played just
once, while the other seven
were rained out. Because
of this, the team hasn’t had

much experience playing
games, but their constant
practice has motivated them
to get wins.
“We didn’t have much
success as far as wins and
losses went, and many of our
games were rained out. But,
regardless, we came out every game with the mentality
to get a W,” said sophomore
Charlie Janson. “It’s really
easy to give up when things
aren’t going your way, but I
feel our team made the best
of our situation and stayed
strong through the whole
year.”
Loretta kept his game
up all season. In the first
game of the season, Loretta
pitched four shutout innings, allowing three hits
and grabbing a strikeout
as well, holding Webster
Groves to few offensive
chances to end the game 102. When the B team faced
off against Collinsville, Lo-

retta went head-to-head
with Collinsville’s pitcher,
throwing just 71 pitches in
a four-hit complete game
shutout to help the Jr. Bills
win 1-0.
“John’s pitching performance this season has been
impressive. He excels at
changing speeds and locating his pitches early in the
count,” said coach Brett Weber. “This allows him to get
ahead of hitters and keep
them off balance. His teammates know that when John
takes the mound, they have
a great shot to win.”
“As a team, they have
done a solid job of staying
focused and prepared for
the opportunities when we
do play,” said Weber.
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SLUH wins State, beats Jr. Blues after four years
Ultimate looks to
of second place finishes
(continued from page 1)
future as young squad
play in the second half. Senior size.”
cient but also a lot quicker and it SLUH did not get worried as
Maceo Cummings and junior
The ball stayed in the pos- involved a lot more people than the ball was passed out wide
places 13th
Tay Wiley scored tries early. The session of the Jr. Blues until previously,” said Matyiko. “I’m from the scrum. One particular
Jays responded by scoring what
would be their last try of the
game to close the score to 15-12.
With the player substitutions in place, SLUH secured
the victory. Senior Darion
“Deez” Mullins and juniors
Andy Finlay, Owen Tucker, and
Wiley all scored tries to pull
away.
“Winning the first game
was not only important because
it would enable us to go in the
final, but it was important because it was a way for us to get
warmed up,” said senior captain
Justin “Frenchie” Lombard. “It
was a way for us to mentally
get in the mindset that this is it,
tomorrow is our only chance to
leave our imprint on SLUH and
to leave a legacy,”.
After a slight scare the day
before, the team woke up Sunday morning ready to go. As
the 2:30 game time quickly approached the team physically
and mentally prepared. Before
the game was about to begin,
rugby team chaplain the Rev.
Joseph Hill, S.J. gave a pep talk
about his best rugby game after
overhearing worries the team
had.
“I could see these lingering doubts and I just wanted
to give the guys some words of
encouragement and tell a story
that might inspire them to do
what I knew they could do and
what they ultimately did do,”
said Hill.
Hot off of the speech, the
team wrapped up its warmups
with an intensity not yet seen
this season. After one last team
prayer of Psalm 144, the team
took the field to get in position
and receive the kickoff, ready
for battle.
The Jr. Blues always hit
hard but they seemed to be
tackling and running harder
than usual. SLUH matched this
intensity and the ball stayed in
the middle of the field for what
seemed like an eternity. Senior
DJ Sansone, who spent most
of the season recovering from a
torn labrum, took the full force
of a questionably-called tackle
by the Jr. Blues 300-plus pound
prop. He got up and played on
despite the pain he felt. Another
hard hit was on junior Josiah
Ziegler, who was taken off with
a dislocated shoulder.
“After I got hit I got up and
everything was super blurry
and I was super confused,” said
Sansone. “But I knew I couldn’t
go out that early in the game.”
A combination of intensity
and bad timing ended up giving
a few penalties to the Jr. Blues
that allowed them to advance
close to the SLUH tryzone. The
ball was given to the big prop
on the Jr. Blues who busted
through the SLUH defensive
line and dove in for the try, to
make the score 5-0. This would
be the last big play by this particular prop, though, because
Mullins began to shadow him
on defense.
“Our coaches wanted me
to stay with him throughout the
game because he was so difficult
to tackle,” said Mullins. “There
were a lot of rumbles where he
would run straight off the ruck,
and I was able to contest his

a penalty was called. Unfortunately, right as the call was
made, Bievenue dove onto the
ball and, in a freak accident,
fractured his jaw.
“The Junior Blues kicked
the ball to me, I ran up, got
tackled and then I was on the
ground placing the ball back
out of the ruck,” said Bievenue.
“Then out of nowhere all of the
big boys started to come in, and
then I got kneed in the side of
the face, broke the right side of
my jaw completely.”
Fired up by the injury,
SLUH spent the next several
minutes with possession of the
ball just meters away from the
tryzone. Tensions were high
and the two teams were getting
chippy, so the sir stopped the
game to talk to the captains and
let the players simmer down.
Several minutes of offensive attack by SLUH was unsuccessful
until the Jr. Blues drew a penalty
at the ruck. Junior Owen Tucker
was quick on his feet and quick
tapped the ball. He passed it
to Mullins who dove in for the
try. The successful conversion
by Tucker set the score at 7-5
SLUH.
“Despite our rather large
margin of victory, I was pretty
disappointed with my performance in the semifinal game,
mainly due to my poor kicking,”
said Tucker. “One of my coaches told me I had to be like Tom
Brady in that when he throws a
pick he forgets it and moves on.
I went 2 for 2 on the day.”
The majority of the rest of
the half was spent with the ball
in SLUH’s possession. Almost
as soon as the Jr. Blues gained
possession, halftime began.
With a two point lead, SLUH
felt confident, but knew that the
second half was going to be just
as intense.
The first 12 minutes of the
second half were spent in the Jr.
Blues’ half of the field. In this
amount of time, it was truly revealed that this was a forward’s
game. With seven scrums—five
defensive and two offensive—
the forwards were working hard
to keep control early in the second half.
After the coach of the Jr.
Blues had to calm down parents, the Jr. Blues kicked the ball
downfield and finally began to
play in SLUH’s half of the field.
The Jr. Blues held onto the ball
for a few more phases and got
within 10 meters of the tryzone
before a Jr. Blues penalty led to
a kick by Tucker downfield and
away from danger.
The big forwards showed
up again to carry the game. On
a lineout, sophomore Graham
Johnson threw the ball to junior
Sean Flynn who was lifted in
the back pod (to secure the ball)
by seniors Maceo Cummings
and Trey Saleeby to secure the
ball. The ball left the lineout and
got to junior Andy Finlay, who
was tackled but set up SLUH in
a good position to run their offense.
“I thought our lineouts had
a lot more potential, so I collaborated with Coach Tony and
Coach Husgen and we came up
with a new lineout system that
was not only much more effi-

fairly sure we didn’t lose a single
line out with the new system so
I think it worked pretty well. It
definitely helped us win a lot of
games.”
SLUH kept trying to hit
gaps in the Jr. Blues’ defense but
kept getting tackled. The team
kept their noses to the grindstone and just kept running into
contact until one particular run.
Saleeby got the ball and shook
four tacklers before running
right between the goal posts to
dive in for the try. With the conversion kick by Tucker the score
was 14-5.
“As the crowd cheered and
my teammates came running
in, I felt a huge burden lifted off
our shoulders while still recognizing that we cannot be complacent for the remainder of the
game,” said Saleeby. “We have
never, in the existence of SLUH
playing the Jr. Blues, been in
the lead—especially a 2 try plus
lead. I was just so thankful for
my teammates.”
The rest of the game let
one of SLUH’s strong points
shine—their defense. The Jr.
Blues kicked the ball out of
bounds close to the tryzone off
of a penalty kick. Even though
they were in perfect position
to score, a miscommunication
caused the Jr. Blues to lose the
lineout. A forward pass penalty on SLUH gave the ball back
to the Jr. Blues for a quick tap.
Their 8 man got the ball and
dove in for the try but Trittler
placed his hands under it to
stop the score.
“I saw that guy rumble
tumble and stumble onto our
try line and I had it made up in
my mind that he wasn’t going to
score,” said Trittler. “So, I kicked
the ball out of his hands and the
sir miraculously did not award
the try. But I only did a fraction
of the work to stop those tries.
It was my teammates’ shutdown
defense that did the job. They
deserve all the credit not me.”
SLUH kept up the intensity and fought hard on the line.
A very different kind of cheering began to come from the fans
on the sidelines now.
“When the fans started
chanting ‘Let’s go SLUH’ I felt
bigger,” said senior AJ Storer. “It
fired me up even more so than I
already was. It felt like I was no
longer in Columbia, but more
like I was back home at SLUH
with everyone I know.”
Eventually, the Jr. Blues
knocked the ball forward and
gave a scrum to SLUH. The ball
made its way to Tucker, who
kicked the ball out of bounds
downfield. The ball made its
way out wide to the Jr. Blues
wing who started to run up the
sideline. Wiley knew what he
needed to do so he wrapped up
for the tackle and brought him
out of bounds resulting in a lineout to SLUH.
“I really was just trying to
keep him out of the tryzone,
they’d been knocking on the
door and it was very close to the
end of the game,” said Wiley. “I
knew if they scored, the game
would’ve been over.”
The lineout was not
thrown in straight so a scrum
was awarded to the Jr. Blues.

run by the Jr. Blues was stopped
by the joint effort of junior Dom
Nguyen and Finlay. The ball got
knocked loose by the big tackle
and was recovered by Flynn
with a strong ruck over him
by Saleeby. The ball got passed
from the ruck by Frenchie to
Tucker, who kicked it down
field.
After over ten minutes
of tough defensive pressure by
SLUH, the ball got passed out
wide by the Jr. Blues to score. A
missed conversion kick put the
score at 14-10.
As SLUH lined up for
kickoff, the fans began to chant
again. SLUH’s defense kept on
making tackles and stopping
the ball. The ball got passed
wide to the Jr. Blues wing, but
senior Nick Shelton, who was
playing fullback for his first
time because of injuries, was
there for the tackle.
“When I saw Tony walk
out on the field, I ran over to
him and told him I was going to play fullback,” said Shelton. “Even though I had never
played there before, I knew I
had to do it for the team. Many
guys like Streeter and Tucker
helped me with positioning and
learning the plays in a quick
time period.”
The battle on the tryline
raged on with successful tackles over and over again. One Jr.
Blues player saw a gap and ran
forward but Cummings used
his speed and strength to catch
him and tackle him from behind.
A knock on a few moments later caused the stoppage
of play needed to end the game.
As the sir blew his whistle three
times, the lads couldn’t contain
themselves, around yelling like
a pack of lions on the Serengeti
plains just after chasing down
that illustrious gazelle that had
evaded them for so long. The
team ends the season in a great
place for next year. After a victory over the ninth best team in
the nation, the team now holds
a national rank at 17.
“I realized that we had
achieved something that we
truly earned, something that
was very special, and that no
other rugby team has done at
SLUH,” said Tucker. “Just like
the first English settlers in the
New World, we have started
something that will grow into a
dynasty.”
This victory represents a
whole lot more for the SLUH
rugby program than just a state
championship. Generations of
SLUH rugby players have tested
themselves against the Jr. Blues
so this year’s team considers it a
victory for all of the alumni as
well.
“As a coaching staff we
purposefully stepped away a little bit and made some room for
the players to grow into. We also
adopted an athlete-centered
model,” said head coach Tony
Born `10. “I was just able to take
all the hard work and development that Joe Muller put into
the program and tweak some
minor things that lead to us being a little more successful.”

Ben Kleffner and
Brad Pike
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T

he St. Louis U. High
Ultimate Frisbee team
wrapped up its season last
weekend, finishing in 13th in
the State Tournament. Despite the disappointing finish,
the team sees a bright future
in its underclassmen and
hopes to have both a JV and
varsity team next year to help
better develop the program.
The Jr. Bills finished the
regular season with a record
of 4-4, earning them the No.
11 seed in the tournament
and a spot in a pool with De
Smet Varsity, Parkway United,
and Lindbergh. The team entered the tournament with

pool and barring them from
bracket play.
“We honestly didn’t
even consider losing against
Lindbergh,” said sophomore
captain David Slama. “So we
went into the second day motivated to make the best of our
situation and win all of our
games in the pool.”
The 13th place pool pitted the Jr. Bills against Marquette, Ladue JV, and Alton.
Alton, unable to make the
drive out to Chesterfield on
Sunday, gave the squad its
first win of the tournament by
forfeit.
The wins kept flowing
as the boys topped of Marquette 11-9. In a competitive
and high-spirited game, both

art | Emmanuel Akpan

high hopes, hoping to break
seed with wins against Parkway United and Lindbergh.
The tournament was
scheduled to be played at the
Chesterfield Valley Athletic
Complex, but at 6:00 a.m.
the team received notification that the pool play games
would be pushed to the afternoon and played on their first
opponent’s home turf.
“As a freshman, I had
high hopes to win the whole
thing,” said freshman Jared
Thornberry. “After watching
Parkway United and Lindbergh play each other, we
thought that we could easily
take them, and make it to the
next round. Unfortunately, we
ran into some deep trouble.”
The first game of the tournament was against De Smet,
a consistent powerhouse in
the league and the returning
state champs. The program is
known for its chemistry and
dominance, so the Jr. Bills
went in hoping to gain experience and warm their legs for
the coming weekend.
“We knew it would be a
tough game to start the day,
but the matchup with a perennial powerhouse was sure to
get everyone amped up for the
tournament weekend,” said
head coach Jeff Ullery, `12.
Although everyone was
hyped to play, the game went
by even quicker than imagined, and the boys suffered a
demoralizing 11-0 loss.
The next two games the
team managed to put up a
few points, but ultimately
finished the first day 0-3, losing to Parkway United 11-4,
and Lindbergh 11-7, sending them to the 13th place

teams kept the energy up and
the score close. Although the
score remained closer than
SLUH would have liked, they
pulled out the victory at the
end and carried momentum with them into their last
game, against Ladue JV.
The Ladue JV game was
even closer. With the hard
time cap approaching, Ladue
JV led the game 12-9. After
a motivating speech from
Ullery and assistant coach
Mark McBride, the team sent
out the best line possible and
managed to make a four-point
run to win the game 13-12.
“Catching the final point
felt like winning the championship,” said senior Frank
Pellegrini. “As a first year, I
felt like it really brought home
a winning feeling to the other
seniors.”
Looking forward, the
team hopes to use this as a
learning experience for next
year, with a lot of underclassmen returning. The team was
led by several experienced seniors and sophomores, which
means that there will be no
incoming seniors to take the
reigns next year. Hopefully,
this means that next season
the team can build the chemistry that will carry on the following year.
“Next year will be a ton
of fun and will be a rebuilding year for us. I am looking
forward to being a leader of
the team because no incoming seniors will be joining us
in our next season. Next year
will also be another opportunity to build chemistry with
older and younger students
on the team,” said Thornberry.
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Greek class field trips to SLU Vatican Library
Chris Staley and
Matthew Thibodeau

SPORTS EDITOR, CORE STAFF

O

n March 26, the senior
Greek class took a field
trip, visiting various sites in
the city with significance to
art and literary history and
Greek culture.
Their trip was taken in
part to learn more about the
city’s architecture and its
Greek influence.
“We take the trip to show
the influence of Greek and Roman architecture on buildings
and cities in particular in St
Louis and how that architecture was so significant in this
country,” said Greek teacher
Mary Lee McConaghy.

Starting on Temple
Corner on Kingshighway,
the class observed different
types of columns influenced
by Greek architects from the
past.
“I think my favorite part
is always Temple Corner because when I’m there, I always
feel like I’m in Athens,” said
McConaghy. “The sheer size
of those buildings is so overwhelming, and you feel like a
speck next to them. I just can’t
fathom how they were built in
the first place.”
The class then went to
Saint Louis University’s rare
books and Vatican libraries,
where students observed well
preserved pieces of text from

printing’s early days: a leaf
from the original Gutenberg
Bible, printings on vellum,
and pieces of Greek continua
scripta.
“It was a lot of old books
and it was cool to see how
Greek and Latin was written
then it was cool to see the
Gutenberg Bible,” said senior
Joey Lally. “I feel like I learned
a lot about ancient writing in
general.”
After seeing pieces of literary history, the class went
to the Central Library, where
students observed the building’s great architectural design.
They then travelled to the
St. Louis Art Museum, where

they saw Greek sculptures
and paintings.
To conclude the trip,
the group went to Olympia
restaurant to try Greek foods
such as saganaki, falafel, and
gyros—all of which were received favorably.
“I got the deluxe gyro,
and it was fantastic. I would
love to go there again,” said
Lally.
“I feel like I learned a lot
more not only about Greek
but about the buildings we
went to,” said Lally. “I learned
more about the library than I
did beforehand so I consider
myself pretty cultural now.”

rible on the front nine at sectionals. I started out with a
double (bogey) after blocking
my first tee shot off into the
woods. I also had two threeputts on the front nine. After
ten holes, I was six over par
and worried about whether
or not I would make the cut.
Luckily, I fell into a groove of
hitting fairways and greens
and grinded out the last eight
holes at two under par,” said
Winter.
Turner and Leavitt’s
roads to qualifying for state
were not as dramatic. Turner
parred all but three holes.
Leavitt had a scare at the end,

bogeying his last three holes,
but still managed to make the
cut with a 78.
It is remarkable, the importance of a single stroke.
While Leavitt shot a 78, two
other SLUH golfers, sophomores Joey Perotti and Grant
Sussman shot 80 and 81, but
missed the cut for state.
“I know Joey (Perotti)
and Grant (Sussman) were
disappointed that they didn’t
make it to state but both of
them are still only sophomores and have two more
years ahead of them to carry
the team on to state, which I
know they will do,” said Turner.

The Jr. Bills shot 306,
good for third in their sectionals, yet needed second
place to advance to state. They
were ousted by the winners—
Jackson, who shot 290—and
Chaminade, who shot 297.
The Jr. Bills, however, know
they could have done better.
“I personally feel that all
of us left a lot of shots out on
the golf course. I think that if
we played to our fullest potential we could have won
the sectional. In the practice
round, I think we shot a 290
and Jackson shot 290 to win,”
said Winter.
While the team’s season
came to a close in Jackson,

Leavitt, Winter, and Turner
still continue to prepare for
the state meet in Bolivar. The
trio all are playing nine holes
of golf daily, improving mainly their short games, because
close matches usually are determined by the short game.
“I’m just looking to get
in as many practice rounds
in as possible before Monday.
I’m mainly going to focus on
short game and shots around
and on the green because
that’s really where your score
gets made,” said Turner.

Fine arts teacher Sarah Rebholz has won the annual SLUH
faculty sustainability award, given to the faculty member who
uses sustainable practices every day and makes a concious
effort to serve the environment in and out of the classroom.
Rebholz receives the award for her work in helping plan the
Spring Cleaning Day and her creative recycling of unused
items in her classroom.

Today, during activity period, the Prep News
staff will be facing off against STUCO in a basketball game in the Field House. The game has
been long awaited since we challenged STUCO
two weeks ago in Volume 83, Issue 27 of the Prep
News.
Sports Editors’ prediction: “STUCO puts up
a hard fought battle, but the guys who know the
truth will prevail with at least a 6 point lede.”
Come out to see the BIG GUYS play the BIG
GAME.

Regular Schedule
AP US History Exam
AP Physics 2 Exam
Senior Prom
Senior Graduation Practice
AP
Freshman Class Mass
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
Lunch Special—Chef ’s Choice
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
5:00PM B Baseball vs CBC

Saturday, May 11
8:00AM Track and Field District Meet
9:00AM Tennis Individual District Tournament
12:00PMDance Dress Rehearsal
1:00PM V Baseball District Tournament
4:15PM C Baseball vs CBC

Sunday, May 12
Regular Schedule
AP Biology Exam
Senior Grades Due
Golf State Tournament
AP
Snack—Mozzarella Cheese Sticks
Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
Vegetarian—Burritos
7:00PM Volleyball District Semifinal

Tuesday, May 14
AP Calculus Exam
AP Human Geography Exam
Golf State Tournament
AP
Snack—Bosco Stick
Lunch Special—Toasted Ravioli
Vegetarian—Grilled Veggie
6:00PM MC/AMC End of Year Mass

Wednesday, May 15

Regular Schedule

Regular Schedule

AP English Language Exam
AP Macroeconomics Exam
AP
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Handed Breaded Chicken Strips
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
6:00PM FC End of Year Meeting

Thursday, May 16

Rebholz wins Sustainability Award

Prep News v. STUCO
Basketball Game

Friday, May 10

Monday, May 13

Golf takes third at Sectionals; three move on
to state individually
(continued from page 9)

Calendar

AP Comparative Government Exam
AP World History Exam
AP Statistics Exam
Dance Concert with Choir
AP
Snack—Chicken Nuggets
Lunch Special—Dominos Pizza
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Friday, May 17
AP Microeconomics Exam
AP Music Theory Exam
AP Computer Science Exam
AP Latin Exam
AP
Snack—Variety
Lunch Special—Chinese
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta

Regular Schedule

Regular Schedule
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Chorus and Dance Performance
The SLUH choral and dance programs will be putting on
their fourth quarter performances Thursday, May 16. Beginning at 7 p.m. in the Schulte Theater, the Varsity, Concert, Zero
Hour, and Fine Arts Survey choruses and A Capella Club will
be performing several separate and combined numbers, some of
the most notable being Deke Sharon’s arrangement of “I Want it
That Way,” by the Backstreet Boys and Lin Manuel Miranda’s
“My Shot” from Hamilton. The dance performance will feature
solo and group numbers, with each number being The Greatest
Showman themed. The Circus Club is involved in several of the
dances and will perform an intermission show.

