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Conversation

Overtime goal propels water polo to fifth
Carruthers straight State title

Renos for
next year
begin this
summer

reflects on
first year
at SLUH

BY Nicholas Dalaviras
and Sam Tarter
STAFF			

Editors’ Note: On Tuesday,
PN 83 Editor in Chief Paul
Gillam and PN 84 Editor in
Chief Johno Jackson sat down
with SLUH President Alan
Carruthers to discuss his first
year at SLUH. The following
transcription has been edited
for length.

A

Paul Gillam: So for you, this
year has been full of transitions. You’ve moved schools
you’ve worked at. You’ve
moved states. You became a
president, and you hopefully
have made it through them
unscathed. How do you feel?
Alan Carruthers: You know,
I feel pretty good actually this
time of year. I feel last night
I was able to get to the baseball playoff game, and I got
to some of the lacrosse game.
I got to the hockey banquet,
and I think those moment
are always invigorating because it reminds me that you
know not just athletics, but
the life of this school is vibrant. There are many kids
doing great things. There are
many coaches and adults that
are around. The alumni and
parents are wonderful. I think
that last week’s recognition
of coach Nicollerat and his
family’s contribution to the
school is another reminder
of just this school has such a
long and deep history that is
passionately loved, and that’s
been a blessing.
Am I tired? Sure I am
tired. Jesuit schools have a
hectic pace and in our 200th
year and in our celebration of
50 years of Cashbah, 100 years
of baseball, and all of those
markers that we have always
add more things to the calendar. Obviously this school is
about relationships and when
there is relationships there
is passions and emotions,
there’s ups and downs. Those
things can weigh heavily on
you too and we have our fair
share of those things this year,
but I think those things lead

Mr. Dan Schulte and junior Jordan Smith after the water polo State Championship.

Nicholas Dalaviras and
Joe Feder
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enior Luke Brawer threw
a Hail-Mary pass under
heavy pressure to senior Jarrett Schneider. Schneider
took a couple of quick strokes
towards the goal, faked, and
launched a skip shot at the

upper left corner, tying the
game and keeping the season
alive.
On Saturday, May 4, St.
Louis U. High began its journey through the Missouri Water Polo District Tournament
at Lindbergh High School.
After a first round bye, the
Jr. Bills suited up for a game
against John Burroughs. The

starters shot to a commanding 8-0 lead midway through
the first quarter, leading to a
15-2 rout of the Bombers.
After narrowly beating the Ladue Rams 13-12 in
double overtime during the
regular season, the Jr. Bills
went into the quarter-final
game with high intensity.
Although the first quarter

SLUH to host 11th
annual Festival of Miles
BY Harrison Petty
STAFF			
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s the school year draws
to a close, elite runners
from around the nation rally
around the St. Louis U. High
track to participate in the
Festival of Miles. The event,
which raises money for an
athlete in need, now calls
upon the SLUH community
to unite on May 30 to help
Margaret Lyons in her battle
against colon cancer.
The track event, which
started 11 years ago, is spearheaded by social studies
teacher Joe Porter.
“The meet was created
to collect money to offset
continued on page 4 medical costs,” said Porter.
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“It’s a little closer to home
than it has been in the past.
Margaret Lyons, the athlete
who we’re sponsoring this
year, is a really close friend of
mine. Her husband has been
involved with the event for
years and I’m the godfather
to her son.”
Porter describes the
event itself as having a carnival atmosphere with families
and contestants all walking
around SLUH and having
fun.
“It’s just a great atmosphere, and it’s for a really
good cause. It’s only $5.00 to
come out and watch the runners and even if you’re not a

News

ended with a tight score of
1-1, SLUH dominated the rest
of play and advanced to the
semifinal with a 14-4 win.
In the semifinals, the
PoloBills faced off against
No. 4 Parkway South. SLUH’s
eclectic defense, held the dynamic Patriots to just three
points in an 11-3 win. With

continued on page 10
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Year in Review

See pages 6 and 7 for the top news, features, and sports stories this year.
(left) Senior Reed Milnor running in a cross country meet.
(right) Students downtown during the Bicentennial Pilgrimmage.
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Odyssey Field Trip
“Sing to me of the man, Muse,
the man of twists and turns.” Mr.
Hussung’s “Urban Odyssey” mural field trip downtown. Page 2

Golf
Golf finishes just over par and
misses out on state, three advance individually to compete.
Page 8
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Inline
Roll bills! The Rollerbills enter
the playoffs, looking to pick up
©2019 St. Louis University High steam against rivals. Page 8
School Prep News. No material may
be reprinted without the permission
of the editors and moderator.
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s the 2018-2019 school
year comes to a close,
the St. Louis U. High maintenance staff ’s remodeling
plans are just beginning to
take shape. From working on
big projects, like renovating
the third floor of the Science
Wing, to smaller touch-ups,
like painting and replacing
carpeting, the maintenance
crew will have its hands full
all summer to help the school
look its best.
Work will begin after Memorial Day weekend
on May 28, and continue
throughout the summer.
Demolition and renovation of the upper science
wing, primarily classrooms
S301 and S304, will start first
and will last most of the summer. The rooms’ ceilings and
lights will be updated within
the first few days. After that,
the walls and floors will be
taken out, because lots of
work has to be done to redo
the plumbing and update the
faucets in the labs.
“(The Science Wing) is

Sciuto Letters
Former
students
Matthew
Rauschenbach, ’18, and Dave
Donahue, ’91, reflect on their experiences with Mr. Matt Sciuto.
Page 3

Feature

Year in Review
America lives for rankings, and
none are more exciting than our
choices for the top 10 features of
the year. Pages 6 and 7
Sports

Lacrosse
Strap on your helmets! After finishing strong in the regular season, lacrosse looks to keep momentum into playoffs. Page 8
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Summer renovations
to bring drastic
changes to campus
(continued from page 1)

going to take up the most
time,” said maintenance director Rick Figge. “I’m just
hoping we get it all done
because we have a lot on our
plate.”
“This is the third summer in which we have taken
on the science classrooms.
We have heard rave reviews
of how much they have benefited students, whether it’s
how they learn or how they
use technology. I think those
rooms bring the most joy to
the work we do in house, and
allow us to get more bang for
our buck,” said director of
facilities Joe Rankin.
A new roof job above
the Ignatian Conference
room will also be starting at
the same time as the Science
Wing’s renovations. In that
same area of the J-Wing,
three new HVAC systems
will be installed to improve
the air conditioning.
“(The new HVAC systems) will help condition
that area a lot better than
how it’s being conditioned
right now with the old system,” said Figge.
Rankin is expecting
great things to come out
of the renovations done to
those two areas, and hopes
that they will benefit the
school as a whole.
“Improvement to the
Currigan and Ignatian Conference rooms, having it be
overall more comfortable
and looking nicer, while it
may not be noticed as much
by the student body, it will
be a major improvement
for the entire school,” said
Rankin. “Students and faculty use those places often,
especially for events and
classes, so we’re hoping to

expand the way it will be
used, as well as how it looks.”
Figge and the maintenance department will also
conduct upgrades to room
J127, including building a
new wall, installing new tech
equipment, furniture, and a
white board.
Many parts of the campus will be painted and have
touch-ups done to them, including the chapel and Currigan Room. The old cafeteria will also have parts of it
remodeled to start preparing
for the move of the Main Office, College Counseling Department, and School Counseling Department to that
space. Outside renovations
will also take place, and the
landscaping around the Jesuit house and the garden on
Wise Ave. will be improved.
One development that
has been in the works for a
while but will be completed
over the summer is a space
in between the Innovation
Lab and the pool hall, which
will be renovated and repurposed as the “speed and
explosive training area.”
The 1000 square foot room,
where total resistance exercise (TRX) equipment will
be installed and opened for
student use during the summer time to decrease congestion in the weight room
across the hall.
“I think that compared
to summers in the past, this
is a busier summer,” said
Rankin. “Students are always
here for practices, summer
school, and Upward Bound,
so there are new people
coming into the building. It’s
never a complete stoppage
of work here at the school.”

Festival of Miles to
feature athletes from
around the country
(continued from page 1)

big track fan, just watching
all the people compete is fascinating,” said Porter. “In the
end, the event is a fun time
and a great chance to support
an athlete in need.”
While the event may be
focused around having fun,
there is also a serious racing
element. Many elite track
stars will be participating in
the high school mile.
“Typically to run in the
high school slow heat you
have to run around 4:18 in
the mile. You have to run
about 4:12 to qualify for the
fast heat high school mile,”
said Porter.
Because of these strict
qualifying standards, the
meet sees many strong runners from across the nation
eager to compete.
“We have lots of guys
coming in from all over the
country,” said Porter. “Last
year we even had two guys
from New York, and these

guys are the best of the best.
There have been 11 sub fourminute miles at the high
school level in the U.S. and
two of them have been on our
track, at this event.”
While this may be an extremely impressive feat, the
Festival of Miles’ main events
are the professional men’s
mile and the professional
women’s 800-meter.
“Watching the professionals run is great,” said
Porter. “Over the past 10
years, they’ve run 30 sub
four-minute miles. It’s a great
opportunity to go right inside the track and watch
these guys run up close. Most
years they’ll all stay for about
an hour after just signing autographs and having fun with
everybody.”
The Festival of Miles will
take place on Thursday, May
30.

Prep News Volume 84 Editors

PN 84: The editorial staff of next year’s volume of Prep News (left to right): rising seniors Jimmy Stanley,
sports editor; Blake Obert, sports editor, Nicholas Dalaviras, news editor; Johno Jackson, editor in chief;
Ben Klevorn, news editor; and Jackson DuCharme, visual editor.
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Hussung leads final trip to Urban Odyssey mural
BY Johno Jackson and
Carter Fortman

CORE STAFF, REPORTER		

		

F

or nearly two decades,
English teacher Chuck
Hussung’s freshman Odyssey curriculum culminated
in an extra credit field trip
to the “Urban Odyssey” mural downtown.
The extra credit trip has
been part of Hussung’s class
since he first began teaching the Odyssey in 1999.
The inaugural journey was
made in spring of 2000, and
since then, Hussung has coordinated the trip every year
except 2006. Last Thursday, Hussung made his final journey because he will

teach freshmen no longer.
The trip began as it always has—with a brief walk
to the Central West End
Metrolink station and a ride
downtown. For many freshmen, Hussung notes, navigating public transportation
and the downtown area is a
mini-odyssey in and of itself.
The mural, located in
Metropolitan Square building, depicts scenes from the
epic poem translated to St.
Louis.
“What it does is it takes
the story of Odysseus and
removes the ancient Greek
and puts it in modern day
St. Louis,” said Hussung. “I
have loved the many years
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acquainting young St. Louisians who have read the
poem with this reimagining
of the story in terms of their
home city.”
Hussung and the boys
spent time taking in the mural. The students’ fresh eyes
often uncover images Hussung, a seasoned observer
of the mural, has not seen
before.
“Almost the minute
they’re there, their mind
wants to understand this
thing,” said Hussung. “I always give them time when
we first get there to look
around, think for themselves, and make their own
observations.”
After a self-guided ex-

ploration, Hussung walked
through each panel with the
students and explored the
elements of each.
“There are huge paintings, a bunch of different
panels, and each represents
a different part of the book,”
said freshman Ryan Spinner. “(The artist) was just a
guy in St. Louis, and it had
a bunch of different things
and how they related to St.
Louis. It’s really cool how he
brought the idea together.”
Many students who
went into the field trip with
the sole goal of getting extra
credit left with a new appreciation for a work of art they
otherwise would not have
been aware of.

SLUH tweet of the
week: Dick Wehner
@AD_Emeritus
Love my man Coach O’Connell at Blues game—
a soccer coach knows a hand pass when he sees
one—and it’s not play on boys.
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Letter to the Editors:
Sciuto’s joys and values inspire

Letter to the Editors:
Sciuto made J127 home for all

To the editors,

Thank you, Mr. Sciuto
During my time at
SLUH, there were countless
people who had monumental
effects on my education and
personal growth. Mr. Baud’s
tests humbled me, Mr. Chura’s Russian class challenged
me, Mr. Becvar the younger,
Ms. Whitaker, and Ms. Akin
helped me see the beauty in
music and performing arts,
Mr. Becvar the elder’s BC
Calc tests humbled me again,
Mr. Quinn taught me to look
beyond the words into the
heart of a novel or poem,
and Ms. Anzalone and Ms.
Beugg opened my eyes to
the opportunities to serve
Saint Louis in ways I never
knew existed. However, no
one during my time at Saint
Louis U. High had quite the
impact on me that Mr. Sciuto
had.
Every year that I was at
the U. High, Mr. Sciuto would
spend at least ten minutes during the first few weeks of class

Your commendable interview with Mr. Sciuto, on
the eve of his retirement, focused my mind and heart on
my brief connection to him.
Upon reflection, your distillation of the man’s accomplishments at SLUH requires some
additional emphasis—which I
hope to provide.
I was not a particularly
good student, but I was taught
by Mr. Sciuto as a freshman
in the 1980s. That latter fact
matters. My failures at SLUH I
have largely forgotten, but I remember Mr. Sciuto very well.
To this day, I recall the definition of metanoia. Because of
him, thousands of other men
share this knowledge.
Knowing the definition
is important, but acquiring
the wisdom to implement it
requires age, or experience,
and above all else, examples
shown to the unwise by those
who are more wise, lucky, or

have simply gone before us.
Mr. Sciuto provided such an
example, and SLUH was enriched by his presence.
At SLUH, Mr. Sciuto apparently did what he felt was
right, without regard to selfinterest or compensation: he
opened the library daily, kept
the yearbook alive, judged the
Shakespeare contest, and took
photos of daily life at SLUH,
on his time and with his dime.
Mr. Sciuto’s legendary foibles
and occasional surly nature,
his emphasis on the graduate
at graduation, his honesty, his
serious consideration of the
role of religion in the lives of
SLUH students all deserve appreciation as he departs the
school.
For 39 years, Mr. Sciuto
pondered and taught the value
of faith and how young men, if
they are wise, might lead more
valuable lives: men living not
for their sole benefit, but as
men for others. Mr. Sciuto
worked toward that goal for

his entire career. Who among
us will be so fortunate?
Mr. Sciuto is inimitable—anyone else would have
stuck around to make it 40.
This grad post grad wishes for
more teachers just like him—
for my sons and yours. SLUH
should preserve Mr. Sciuto’s
photographic legacy as a reminder of what it, and he, is
and was.
For his example, for his
diligence, for his mannerisms
that even now make an old
alum smile, I appreciate Mr.
Sciuto and am grateful to him.
You should be, too. Mr. Sciuto
exemplified the changing of a
mind and heart toward Jesus
in an irreligious era. Because
of him, perhaps thousands of
others will do the same.
May Mr. Sciuto’s time after SLUH be as fruitful as his
years at SLUH. Atque in perpetuum, frater, ave atque vale.
Dave Donahue
Class of 1991

explaining to his students that
his room was their room. J127
presented an opportunity for
them to claim a space in the
school and make it their own.
For me, J127 is where I found
my closest friends, where I
spent more hours studying
than anywhere other than
the desk in my basement, and
where my friends and I spent
hours learning and talking
with Mr. Sciuto.
Mr. Sciuto’s presence at
SLUH will be missed more
than anyone can imagine
right now. In Mr. Sciuto’s
Saint Louis U. High, everyone
is welcomed. Every student,
whether you write for the
Prep News, shoot for the rifle
team, score the most goals on
the soccer team, or have the
worst record of anyone on the
chess team, every student has
a place, a role in the SLU High
community. I hope SLUH
centers their future and their
goals around the ideal that
J127 represents.

3

In Mr. Sciuto’s interview
with the Prep News, he says
that he was given J127 as a
room and “he’s made a home
out of it.” What Mr. Sciuto
realizes and has tried to pass
on to his students is that
SLU High, without any work,
without any dedication, without any faith in the power of
its students and God, is just
a building—nothing more
than brick and mortar. With
students actively seeking out
challenge and new things to
learn, with dedicated teachers, with co-curriculars, with
faith, SLU High is a home.
SLUH won’t be the same without Mr. Sciuto, but the institution has the opportunity, and
in my opinion, the responsibility, to carry forward the
values Mr. Sciuto leaves as he
retires.
Matthew Rauschenbach, ’18

Editorial:
Prep News 83 editors thank those that helped create the paper
As the year comes to
a close and the list of lasts
runs out, it’s hard to believe
our journey as Prep News
editors has come to a close.
What has been an integral
part of our lives—for some
of us since sophomore year
—is now over. A common
saying claims that you only
get out what you put into
something, but we would
have to disagree. Whatever
we have given to this enterprise in return we have
received tenfold. The math
doesn’t add up—even the
English Department agrees.
Missing from that equation
are the countless people who
have helped us along our
journey. This editorial could

not begin to express our
gratitude, so bear with us as
we do our best.
To Mr. Steve Missey,
our moderator: without
you there would be no Prep
News. You’ve given up hundreds of hours with minimal
credit, just so we can have
this amazing experience.
You have so much going on
in your life and yet you allow the Prep News to be one
of your many big rocks. We’ll
remember your enthusiasm
about jazz, your love of coffee, and the many laughs
we’ve had. Thanks for being
an amazing mentor and an
amazing friend.
To Mr. Justin Seaton and
Mr. Peter Lucier, our advi-

sors: over the past year, you
have shown us what it means
to serve. Getting to know
you outside the classroom
has been such an amazing
gift. Thank you for sharing
your lives with us and giving up your time to be a part
of the Prep News. We could
not be more happy that you
were here for our senior year.
Good luck with your next
steps.
To the SLUH Photography Club: thank you for generously giving up your time
and your talent. We know
that in addition to attending events, you spend hours
editing and organizing your
photos. SLUH Photography
can be a thankless job, and

we are extremely grateful
for what you do. This paper would seem incomplete
without your work.
To our teachers: thank
you for bearing with us as
we have tried to balance Prep
News and homework. Thank
you for taking time out of
your busy day to meet with
us to reinforce material you
taught on Fridays. We love
you all very much. Your love
and dedication make this
school great.
To our parents: much
thanks for giving us the opportunity to participate in
this time-consuming club.
From working around our
hectic schedule every week
to bearing with the ruckus

we make when we come
home late Thursday night
when you’re asleep to making us food when we get
home, without your love
behind us, this whole ride,
this enterprise, would not be
as enjoyable as it is. Thank
you from the bottom of our
hearts.
And to our readers:
thank you for being the reason we make this paper. You
all are our backbone, and
we greatly value the voices
we heard throughout the
year in the letters and comments you sent us. Whether
it be students jumping to the
paper on Friday mornings
or alums reading from the
website, we appreciate your

dedication to the paper on a
weekly basis.
Reflecting back on the
year, we have so much to be
thankful for. We would be
amiss if we forgot that we
did all our work this year
AMDG. Thankful for our
gifts from our Creator, we
can’t help but realize all the
time and effort others put
into our paper. Thank you all
for everything, and if nothing else, value the truth.
AMDG,
Paul Gillam
Handley Hicks
Liam John
Chris Staley
Justin Koesterer
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Carruthers looks back on first year at SLUH
(continued from page 1)

JJ: One of the many major
initiatives you inherited from
Mr. Laughlin was the Go
Forth campaign. Can you talk
to us about what it was like
taking over something that
PG: You mentioned some of large your first year?
relationships. Who have been
some of your biggest mentors AC: Well you know, I have
over this past year that have never been a fundraiser behelped you get acclimated fore. That’s a new experience
for me. I’m learning. I fortuinto SLUH?
nately have several profesAC: Oh my goodness. You sionals in the Advancement
know I think there’s been peo- Office. Mrs. Melissa Jones,
ple on the third floor. The en- Mr. Angiel, Ms. Domeyer, and
tire Advancement office, obvi- all the advancement team are
ously Mr. Komos, Mrs. Walsh incredible professionals. It is
have all been incredible helps not the ideal to walk into the
of getting me acclimated. We middle of a capital campaign,
have a tremendous board but I think that I am learning
of trustees here and I don’t and hopefully we are movthink many people know that ing the ball forward and the
because they don’t get the campaign is still going well.
opportunity to see that, but It’s been an area for growth
our board of trustees is a pas- opportunities. I’ll tell you that
sionate, loving, caring group much. I am actually learning
of people, and many of them to enjoy it.
The best part for me
have been there for me at various times when I needed them is getting out and meeting
and just incredibly thankful people. Their experience and
for their really constructive, stories. Those are kind of
helpful, honest feedback and invaluable to connect with
support and they’ve been big. the history of the school. St.
I think that you know Fr. Ian, Louis University is a fabric of
Mr. Becvar, Mr. Schulte, Dr. many threads. Some of those
Kesterson, Mr. Linhares—the threads are the history of inwhole administrative piece dividuals, history of the instihave been great to work with. tution, history of the people
What I really appreciate that are connected to all those
about being President is all pieces. The class stories, the
the opportunities that I have passions, the programs, the
to reconnect with the stu- experiences, the faculty, the
dent body. Deep down I am a Jesuits. There are so many
teacher. I did not go down the threads in there, and the more
path of education to become you can connect to those, the
an administrator. It’s just kind more you feel of the overall
of where life has led, but deep fabric that you get from the
down I am a teacher. I like to community and that takes
coach, be in the classroom. I time. The campaign relies
miss those elements. So those on that fabric. The more of
moments when I can recon- those threads we connect to,
nect with the boys and the the more successul I think it
faculty are very special and will be able to articulate the
those are moments of mentor- schools’ future direction.
ship, but definitely emotional
connective tissue you have to PG: This year there has been
build up over time. Those are more amounts of stress inducing issues, I guess. Such as the
opportunities for that.
clerical sex abuse, students
us, if we treated them the
right ways, to places and opportunities for growth and
reflections.

vaping, and some racial tensions. What’s it been like dealing with those as a first year
president?
AC: I think the prayer said
this morning, Mr. Wehner’s
prayer said this morning,
something about our difficult,
flawed, squabbling church
and humanity is not clean and
easy. I think that when you get
into something that involves
the human endeavour that’s
so intimate like education, it
is inevitably going to be full of
emotional bumps and bruises
along the way. I think it’s my
prayer life and my faith that
is behind why I do this that
keeps me moving forward. I
think in the end I am an eternal optimist anyway. I think
that our faith and Christ’s
example is one of hope even
when you are hanging on a
cross. That sense of resurrection.
We are flawed. We make
mistakes and I think that an
institution that does not honestly reflect on its own sin history and its flaws and its hiccups and trips is not honest to
oneself, it will become victim
to its own hubris and lack of
appreciation for what we have.
In a fun way, I am thankful
for some of those moments. I
think there are opportunities
in those moments, the health
issues related to vaping and
to dig deep into those. It adds
depth to the Science Department. The issues around the
sexual abuse, it’s an opportunity for the Church to be a
better place. Truly deal with
some of the flaws that hierarchy and culture of silence
has created to ensure that
people’s voices are heard and
healing can happen. I think
in the race piece, the nation is
dealing with a lack of civility
in a lot of conversations, and
we are called to be better and
this demonstrates that we too
have room for growth and
can’t stand on a soapbox and

point around, but we need
to stand in the mix and if we
truly want to be just, justice is
messy. Right?
And this is what you are
seeing, and I think we need to
hear the voices that say, “Hey
this is not okay.” And we need
to say, “hey what are we doing or not doing to make everyone feel part of who this
place is trying to be?” It’s been
trying to be for 200 years and
reinventing itself constantly.
Challenges are not necessarily bad things. Do I love
them? No. A lot of times they
are exhausting and when they
come one after another, I can
feel exhausted, but I think at
the same time, I have, in St.
Louis, learned a lot about St.
Louis University High School.
I have learned a lot about people I work with.
JJ: So, you told us specifically
about some of the challenges
you faced this year. Could you
tell us maybe in more general
terms where your challenges
lie or what’s been the most difficult part of your job?
AC: I think sometimes the
most difficult part of my job
is it’s often very challenging to
find time for myself. That was
a problem as principal, but I
think it is more as president.
My job has a big element of
ministry presence to it. It really is a big part of it. Being
present. Those are wonderful, but I am a dad too. I am a
husband. I have hobbies, so I
have a prayer life somewhere
in there. So sometimes losing evenings or weekends in a
row has left me feeling like the
tank is empty. I will find the
second breath or whatever,
but I think that that’s the challenging part of this job.
PG: I know one of the things
you said you loved earlier was
its Jesuit identity, and part
of that is finding God in all
things.

AC: Right.
PG: So that said, where did
you find God this year?
AC: I think that I found God
here in the students. I had a
great Kairos. I kind of loved
going on Kairos this year. I
have been on over 30 Kairos,
so it’s not my first Kairos, but I
think in my head this was one
of the best I’ve ever been on.
I think that I have found God
in the beauty of Missouri. I
like the outdoors. I like to fish,
hike, and lots of things. I have
really discovered some great
areas. I have been to numerous state parks and am very
blessed. I like going to Mass in
the morning. I like laughing
with the people who I work
with. It is really life-giving.
There hasn’t been a day, even
with all the yucky things that
have gone on this year, that
I said, “I don’t really want to
go to work today.” there are
days where I am tired, but I
have never said I don’t want
to go to work. That’s the thing
I wished that I could spend
more time with the teachers
and the students. But, that’s
the job.
JJ: At the end of the school
year, everyone in a school
looks back. Can you look forward for us for next year and
tell us about what you would
like to accomplish?
AC: Sure, I think that an administrator, particularly a
new administrator, should
be watching and listening.
And start developing plans
for moving forward. The
next steps if you will. I think
that that’s what I’ve been trying to do. Some low hanging
fruit, for example the security pieces and other pieces
we have done this year, but I
think next year, we’ll be really
putting together the longer
term plan of implementation

Jackson DuCharme’s Portraits

for everything from the actual renovation that will begin
next November besides the
Innovation Lab. How we are
going to continue to finish off
the campaign within the next
months and years. I think that
you have the reality that I have
a planning retreat with my
administrative and leadership
team and we are going to talk
about numerous initiatives,
everything from human resource management to where
we are going philosophically
with the school, what we are
doing with hiring, what we
are doing with financial management. I think that in that
process you will get concreteness, like, okay what are the
steps moving forward and
spending some time praying
and doing that. We have a
strategic plan that I inherited
that is a very good strategic
plan but now I have to make
pieces and annulments that
are my own. It’s not just my
school. It’s ours. I now have sat
and watched and learned and
heard. I identified where a lot
of our traits are and where we
need to continue to grow and
expand. I think that there are
many things to celebrate here.
There are also many things
where it’s like, yep, we could
do better. I think that’s just
how ongoing school improvement should be. We have had
our AdvancED process that
has helped us with that as
well. And next year in the fall,
we will also have the Province
process. You have a relatively
new principal and a new president and we have some time
under our belt.
PG: Thank you so much for
your time.
AC: Thank you guys. I appreciate it, and have a great summer and good luck next year.
JJ: Thank you.

CROSSWORD

May 17, 2019

Prep News

AMDG

Volume 83, Issue 29

Mega Prep News Puzzle

5

Down
1. The surname of the
children from the play,
Mary Poppins.
2. Hall of Fame baseball manager for the St.
Louis Cardinals.
3. Playing by the rules.
4. Old Town ____.
5. Artificial
Intelligence.
6. Famous candy dispenser.
7. Jesus _____ the leper.
8. Greek God of the
Sun.
9. Lead singer of U2.
10. Always put one in
your lap.
11. Jordan Peele’s most
recent horror film.
12. Selective college in
Atlanta, Georgia.
13. Early Decision.
14. United Parcel Service.
15. Japanese currency.
16. I’ve got a ___ feeling
about this.
17. To fully understand.
18. Information Technology.
19. George _. _. Martin.
20. Keeps crab apples in
his cheeks.
21. The dentist always
counts your____.
22. Someone from this
country in East Africa.
23. Popular brand of dog
supplements.
24. Data Logging System
25. The sound of a laugh.
26. This school year’s
theme.
27. Technical term for a
car.
28. The spirit or mood of
a period in history.
29. The California Association of Pest Control
Advisors
30. A small European
rodent.
31. A popular Asian
dance.
32. A traditional Japanese gateway.
33. A six string instrument from the Renaissance.
34. Thermo Electric.
35. Computing Science.
36. An evil spirit or devil.
37. 14th letter of the
Greek alphabet.
38. Arabic word for “dynastic law.”
39. Acronym for the Soviet Union.
40. Fashion designer
from The Incredibles.
41. Udder in female
mammals.
42. Time out.
43. Hall of Fame catcher
from The Hill.
44. Constricting snake.
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45. Fully inclusive.
46. Famous bread from
India.
47. Religious or political
suffix.
48. A place where captive animals are kept.
49. A Quakers’ breakfast
of choice.
50. A roadside assistance service.
51. Abbrv. Game of
Thrones.
52. Abbrv. Saint.
53. Hebrew word for
“light”.
54. Abv. Tuberculosis.
55. Alabama.
56. A leafy plant covered
in spores.
57. This __ that.
58. Human Resources.
59. Spanish word for
“new.”
60. A pollinating insect.
61. A breath of fresh
___.
62. Abbrv. Peak Hour
Traffic.
63. Abbrv. Ethylene Oxide.
64. French word for
“facts”.
65. Grant’s Farm people
mover.
66. Past tense of “to

take”.
67. A fine, sandy clay.
68. Abbrv. Georgia
69. “Oh Bae, you’re my
___.”
70. The Dutch word for
“food.”
71. Everyone’s favorite
creme filled cookie.
72. Abbrv. Lieutenant of
the Royal Victorian Order.
73. Abbrv. Level of
Knowledge.
74. Abbrv. Resident advisor.
75. Abbrv. Obstetrics.
76. Abbrv. California.
77. Expressing location
or arrival.
Across
3. Swiss Currency
7. Abbrv. California.
13. What do you hit a
golf ball off of?
14. Area of Interest.
15. Canada Dry is known
for making its Ginger __.
16. What film features a
flying house?
17. Abbrv. Iowa
18. The sumerians came
up with the concept of
____.

20. A revered member
of the community might
receive the ___ to the
city.
21. Rough Draft
22. Lana ___ Rey came
out with a popular song
called Summertime Sadness
24. Disabled List
25. Michael Meyer’s
nickname.
27. A living thing
29. A fibrous substance
consisting of polysaccharides and forming the
major constituent in the
exoskeleton of arthropods and the cell walls of
fungi.
31. A synonym for the
word round.
37. Famous villain in recent Marvel movies.
40. Not normal.
42. Elon Musk ____ the
benefits of his company
Tesla’s success.
45. A battle.
46. Trap-Neuter-Return.
47. Club run by Mr.
Schuler.
50. Pirkei ____ translates
to chapters of the fathers.
52. Tetrahydrodeoxycorticosterone

54. A form of Japanese
martial arts.
56. A synonym for former partner.
58. A small dugout canoe
61. One who settles.
64. An Australian expression of gratitude
65. Hola
66. In a series, one must
use ______ to separate
nouns.
67. Alfred Nobel’s explosive device.
68. In gamer terms, this
is a legendary person or
event.
69. Abbrv. Oregon
70. A classic setting featured in western flicks.
71. Resembling a birthmark or mole.
72. The Big Apple.
74. A population shift
out of urban areas.
80. Abbrv. Over Time.
81. Extinct, plump bird.
82. Spanish for “yes”.
83. Spanish tennis player
named Guillermo.
84. Tin
85. The cry of a donkey.
86. Abbrv. For English
Language Arts
88.
Remember
the
______.

89. Got to Go!
90. Sports Illustrated
92. To consume
94. Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D
96. Sentence starter...
98. The peasants that
overtook the Qin Dynasty.
100. Famous Swedish
Pop Group
103. An animal’s hide.
105. Slang for a federal
government employee
106. Upstream swimmers.
109. Why was six afraid
of seven?
111. Abstract emotion of
terror.
114. Combustible liquids
with high viscosities.
116. One of the Greek
Muses.
117. A dead language.
118. The God of the Sun
119. Brand of car.
121. To envy.
122. It’s in the game!
124. Common Movie
theater chain.
125. A german festival is
held in this month.
126.
Your
love
_________ me.
127. Where do you park
your car?
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across the country saddened and disheartened.
“We at St. Louis University High were shocked and saddened by the recently released Pennsylvania Grand Jury Report. Our SLUH community wants to honor and recognize
the pain that has been caused by elements of our Church and
clergy. We are committed to the safety and protection of our
students, and we are grateful for our Jesuit Province’s leadership in rebuilding trust and affirming accountability,” said
Carruthers in a statement on SLUH’s website.
The SLUH administration reached out to other Jesuit
institutions in the midwest to try to coordinate an appropriate response to the report. The importance of communication and transparency, especially in schools, was emphasized by many that SLUH reached out to.
The Chapel after the maroon cloths were removed.

photo | Louis Barnes

SLUH removes chapel cloud to avoid fire hazard
The dust-covered maroon cloth covering the fluorescent lights in the chapel were removed for fire hazard reasons due to dust acclimation. The current, exposed fluorescent lights will remain until the chapel is redone as part of
the Go Forth campaign next year. With the removal of the
cloth, the chapel looks brighter and cleaner.
Smit, ’18, dies in unexpected surfing accident
Alumnus Will Smit, ’18, died unexpectedly in a surfing
accident on Wednesday, Feb.13. Smit was surfing in California when a large wave upended his surfboard, which then
hit his head. After returning to his dorm, Smit collapsed and
died of severe brain trauma. Smit was a freshman at Santa
Barbara City College, where he was majoring in film.
Many of Smit’s classmates reminisced and grieved in
the days to follow, remembering Smit for his humor, sportsmanship, and contagiously easy-going personality.
“A lot of people describe him as a free-spirited guy,”
said Sean Bender, ’18. “He did what he thought was right,
he did what he wanted to do and he didn’t really worry too
much about what other people thought. He was really true
to himself.”

Fine arts survey annulled for next school year
Amidst the many changes occurring in St. Louis U.
High’s curriculum during the curriculum review, the Fine
Arts Department decided to discontinue its Fine Arts Survey course in the freshman curriculum. For next year, the
department hopes to focus students’ attention on one area
of study with new opportunities for introduction to acting,
visual arts, and choir, as well as the continued classes of
Freshman Band and Choir I.
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covered the installment and updates with the construction as part of the Go Forth, as well as the capital campaign
launch. The $70 million campaign has officially launched
into the construction process.
“Setting that goal at $70 million was prayerful,” said
Vice President of Institutional Advancement Melissa Jones.
“It was a prayerful goal, it was an aspirational goal, but it
was also one that we knew that we absolutely had to do.”
“I don’t know that we’re all that interested in ‘just another fundraiser,’” said Advancement Chief of Staff Sean
Agniel, ’96. “What we think is a really compelling vision is
what SLUH could be in its third century and we wanted to
celebrate the people who have already made really significant commitments to that vision and invite other people to
be a part of it.”

Retreat center in Silex, Mo. donated; being renovated
Eighty-eight acres of beautiful land in Silex, Mo., just
north of Troy, was donated to St. Louis U. High by Mary
Anne and Anthony Sansone, grandparents of several past
and currents SLUH students, to be used for hosting retreats
and other formational activities. A large personal home to
be converted to a retreat house, a free-standing chapel, and
much more was donated with the property.
The center was named Madonna Della Strada, after the
Eleven students involved in drug-related incidents in patroness of the Jesuits; St. Ignatius of Loyola sought her inJanuary, 2019
tercession when he was a soldier before he went into battle.
Eleven St. Louis U. High students were involved in
nicotine and marijuana related incidents in January 2019.
The incidents resulted in multiple suspensions and separations from the school. The incidents surprised many in the
SLUH community, but the administration responded with
initiatives to combat the negative atmosphere, including an
Amnesty Day to give students an opportunity to rid themselves of any drug paraphernalia with no consequences.
“I think right now this is a runaway train that is just
really really difficult to manage for so many reasons,” said
Kesterson. “Do I think we can (rid SLUH of it)? I don’t even
know if the answer really matters because we’re going to
try. We wouldn’t be trying if we didn’t think it would make
a difference and help people out.”

SLUH responds to the PA grand jury clerical sexual
abuse report
Go Forth campaign and pilgrimage coverage
In the fall of 2018 an investigative report by the PA
Over the year, the Prep News has covered the Go Forth
Grand Jury regarding clerical sexual abuse and its cover
campaign events and the pilgrimage and the postponement The Chapel on the Madonna Della Strada Retreat Center.
up in the Catholic church left many Catholic institutions
as well as the success of the journey downtown. We have
photo | Paul Gillam

Top Sports Stories
Rifle sends three seniors to Jr. Olympics
For an unprecedented second year in a row, SLUH has sent
athletes to the rifle event at the Jr. Olympics held in Colorado Springs. Seniors Adam Stemmler, Hayden Steingruby
and Jack Doyle all got there different ways, but will have the
chance to compete for spots on the US Olympic Rifle Squad
this coming summer.

9-peat: Racquetball wins 9th straight National title
Led by coach Joe “Doc” Koestner, the SLUH racquetball
team has captured its ninth straight National title. It wasn’t
even close, as the first place Jr. Bills beat the next highest
scoring team, Sprague High School from Oregon, by over
1300 points.

Water polo wins State Championship in 2OT against
boisterous Parkway West
Senior Jarrett Schneider scored a miraculous goal with less
than a minute left in regulation of the state water polo final to tie the game and send it to overtime. John McCabe
stood up multiple game-winning attempts on goal in the
first overtime. In the second OT, junior captain Mike KreiRifle easily takes State on way to Nationals
Traveling to the Ozarks, the SLUH rifle squad took home enkamp buried the game winner.
the state championship. After breaking their own record,
the team shot a 2310/2400 to take home first with ease after Swimming caps off undefeated season with State title
a historic season that gives the Jr. Bills a good shot at na- Not losing a single meet all year, the SLUH varsity swim
and dive team won the state title on the last meet of the
tionals over the summer.
event. The 400-meter freestyle relay, comprised of seniors
Students share different experiences as PGA comes to St. Joe Feder, Daniel Fink, Will Slatin, and freshman Cooper
Scharff, destroyed the SLUH record by nearly four secLouis
When the PGA Championship was held at Bellerive Coun- onds and the Missouri Class 2 record by two seconds, and
try Club last August, students worked either helping park- emerged victorious in front of a wild crowd.
ing or working a scoreboard, or most students watched
Brooks Koepka take home the Wanamaker Trophy for first.
XC returns to the podium with second place State finish
After three years of failing to bring a trophy back home,
the cross country team rallied behind the “Podium Project”
season to grab an unexpected second place finish at State.

Senior D.J. Sansone playing in Rugby
photo | Mr. Vincent Lombard
State 2019.

Rugby beats the unbeatable at State
Having fallen to the Kansas City Jr. Blues for the past five
consecutive years, the SLUH varsity rugby team finally
overcame its nemesis, defeating them 14-10 in a tightly
contested match. Seniors Trey Saleeby and Darion Mullins powered their way through the Jr. Blues’ line to earn
SLUH’s two tries of the game.

Baud retires from varsity water polo
After 16 years and an incredible tenure as coach of the
SLUH varsity water polo team, highlighted by ten state
championships, Paul Baudendistel stepped down from the
team and is coaching JV. The reasons are familial, as he
wants to spend more time with his family. He is replaced by A look back on the impact of Nicollerat on SLUH baseball
John Penilla, the previous JV coach.
Back in 1980, when your parents were probably still listening to AC/DC and Pink Floyd, not on their iPhones, a
young Steve Nicollerat was hired by Fr. Ralph Houlihan,
and given the massive responsibility of taking the helm of
the SLUH baseball program. Thirty-nine years later, he’s finally hanging up the cleats and spending more time with
SLUH hockey celebrating after the State Championship 2019.
his family.
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Bulte to fill shoes of Nicollerat as interim head baseball
coach
Freshman baseball coach Ray Bulte, ’81, was named interim head baseball coach following the retirement of 39-year
baseball coach Steve Nicollerat.
Paul Baudendistel coaching JV water polo.

photo | Louis Barnes

Hockey outlasts De Smet in 2OT thriller
Winning back-to-back state titles is a first for the SLUH
hockey team. Ignoring the playoff chirps from various
opponents, junior Jack Hazelton sent slapper towards the
goal which was tipped by junior Trey Lyons to seal the deal
against the Spartans, claiming SLUH its third State Championship.
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Shakespeare at SLUH? Faculty write books
Some teachers go to Barnes and Noble to pick up a new
book, or some will get books with uncut pages, but there are
the few that write their own. Assistant Principal for Mission
Jim Linhares has written about coaching cross country. Director of Communications Ben DuMont has written about
the journey with his wife and her battle with cancer.
“It’s five percent inspiration and 95 percent perspiration,” said Linhares. “I learned that sticking to your vision
and grinding it out and having the discipline to sit with it
every day is really what being an author is all about.”

of the Si Commons from a lunch room to a Golden Gala. For
a long time, the chairs have chosen unique themes for the
auction to add pizzaz to the event for the people attending
the auction.
One person, Carol Ferrara, has been to all 50 and reflected on her time.
“The fun and the excitement have kept me coming back,”
said Ferrara. “A lot of times, in the early years, it was a big
letdown after the auction was over. It’s still a great big party.
It’s something I look forward to. We’re all excited about going
every year. It’s such a tremendous, tremendous thing.”

Loss and Love: Boedeker and Hussung reflect on deaths
of spouses
After Mary Boedeker and Marsha Hussung passed away
early in the year, their husbands, faculty members Allen
Boedeker and Chuck Hussung, took time to reflect on their
marriages and the passing of their spouses. Defined by their
love of laughter, caring personalities, and loving spirits, both
Mary and Marsha continue to impact their husbands.
“One of the truths that I found along the way—someone would say, they don’t have enough time to fall in love.
And I would say, ‘my parents who are 88 and 89, when one of
them dies, they’ll still feel like the didn’t have enough time.’
It’s never going to be enough. (Marsha) and I got 31 and a
half years. It wasn’t enough and it was more than enough for
a long, long time ago,” said Hussung.
¡sdrawkcab kaeps nac nikA: Akin can speak backwards!
Choir teacher Addie Akin has another talent centered
around sound. She can speak backwards! Akin can read and
speak words backwards with ease and imitate the sounds the
word makes, or the diphthongs.
“From my research, I haven’t found anyone who does it
exactly the way that I do it. People can read words backwards,
but nobody else can repeat the sound patterns like I do. It’d
be cool to meet someone who can speak the same as me, and
The cover of this year’s Cashbah booklet.
maybe even have a conversation from it,” said Akin.

photo | courtesy of Mr. Alan Carruthers

What goes into canceling school and contests due to snow?
This year, there were many days off and schedule changes due to the harsh precipitation in St. Louis. What goes into
canceling events at SLUH such as club activities, sporting
events, school, and even a bicentennial pilgrimage? The administration uses several information sources and consider
the different possibilities resulting from canceling or postponing the events.
“We want to get the information out in a reasonable
time, we want it to be a good decision, one that is not made
hastily, one that is not made out of fear, one that is somehow
going to maintain a balance of instructional days and keeping everyone safe,” said Gibbons. “Each situation is a unique
case.”

Applications, nominations, fitness tests: Military Academy application process
SLUH’s class of 2019 had a higher-than-usual military
school applicant pool. With Congressional and Senatorial
nominations, students who displayed leadership and a commitment to service applied to different military academies
ahead of the general applicant pool.
“I’ve always held those who serve our country with the
highest respect, and it’s hard to describe, but I have had this
burning desire every since I was little that has made me want
to serve,” said senior Mikes Trittler. “I also believe that is going to be my way of being a man for others while also having
the opportunity to partake in one of the best educations in
the country.”

Looking back on 50 years of Cashbah
Finding God in Sports
Cashbah has evolved from a minimal celebration to a
Sports editor Justin Koesterer sat down with various
party that raises over a million dollars, with a full renovation athletes to discuss the role of God in the toughness of sports.
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Senior athletes Reed Milnor, Steven Mack, Brian Lymberopoulos, and Will Slatin spoke about their different views of
God and how it relates to the lives in the sporting sphere.
“We invite God into it, and I think that’s where it starts
being open to the values that go with being a good Christian, being a good Catholic. And I think it comes a lot from
encouraging each other. I think a part that adds to that dynamic is how the team attends Friday morning Mass before
the meets, and to think that really creates a culture of ‘this is
what we’re about,’” said Milnor.
Conversation: Sciuto reflects on his 39 years at SLUH
After 39 years of teaching the Jesuit values as a coach,
theology teacher, Photography Club and yearbook moderator, Matt Sciuto retires. In the conversation, he discussed how
he enjoys the silence that the times opening the library have
been some of his fondest moments.
Sciuto plans to travel in his retirement, perhaps to New
England or Europe.

Sciuto taking a photo of the upper field in 2009.

photo | courtesy of Dauphin Yearbook.

“Deadlines, deadlines deadlines…”; will sleep ever come?
The students of St. Louis U. High are having trouble
getting the recommended amount of sleep for high school
students. Most students claim that homework keeps them up
late at night, while others say that television and video games
consume their time into the wain hours of the evening. Students who average eight hours a night report that they often
cut the technology usage and study for tests over multiple
nights during the week, avoiding unnecessary procrastination and distraction.
“When people read this Prep News article, or when they
read any article about (sleep), you’re going to have some people who say ‘I can’t do it,’” said Gilbert. “I kind of want to
know when people start saying ‘I can do that.’ Or, ‘it makes
sense to me and I want to give it a try.’”

Leavitt, Winter, and
Turner compete
individually at State
golf meet
Justin Koesterer
SPORTS EDITOR

T

hough the SLUH varsity
golf team finished third
in the sectional meet, leaving
them disqualified from moving onto the State Tournament
as a team, three players moved
onto compete in the tournament individually, each player
earning a spot in the top 50.
Seniors Parker Leavitt
and Jonathan Turner and junior Ray Winter took to Silo
Ridge Country Club in Bolivar, Mo. last Monday in what
would be a two-round game
of golf spanning two days.
Turner came out bright
and early, hitting all the right
shots; he ended round one
with a phenomenal 72, which
put him in a tie for third place.
Winter didn’t have the
first round he’d hoped for,
shooting a mediocre 81,
which put him in the middle
of the pack, somewhere he
wasn’t used to being. The reason, he says, was due to a lack
of quality driving and inaccuracies near the green.
“I need to work on my
approach game a lot more. I
missed way too many greens
at state. It was honestly embarrassing how many greens I
missed,” said Winter.
Leavitt shot identical to
Winter in the first round, 81;
not a standout score, but it left
room for improvement. Unlike Winter, Leavitt’s driving
was good, but his green work
was lacking.
“My putting was the
worst it’s been in a long time
and it plagued me throughout the entire first round and
for about half of the second
round,” said Leavitt. “And that
was really frustrating because
I was hitting the ball well
enough to put myself in the
mix this week.”
The
second
round
brought unexpected results.
For all the hard work Turner

had done the day before, he
shot an 82, dropping him 15
places. He finished with a cumulative score of 154, in a tie
for 18th, agonizingly missing
an All-State spot by the slimmest of margins: one stroke.
“I will forever regret I
couldn’t have helped Jonathan
Turner find one more stroke
and been All State,” said head
coach Dan Reardon.
Winter and Leavitt both
improved their games on the
second day. Leavitt dropped
one stroke in his second
round, shooting 80, giving
him a total of 161 over two
days, vaulting him up from
the middle of the pack into a
tie for 41st, where he finished.
Dropping a significant
six strokes and showing more
of the play that was expected
of him, Winter shot 75 on his
second round, finishing at
156, launching him up into a
tie for 26th—the golf Winter
had been known for for playing.
“The last nine holes of the
tournament I shot 3 under to
salvage a terrible 6-over front
nine,” said Winter.
Although some of the
players didn’t shoot their best
at State, the experience is always worthwhile, especially to
seniors, who played their final
holes of golf.
“Being able to play this
week at State meant a lot to
me and it is a week I’ll never
forget. Although right now it’s
hard to look at this experience
fondly because I am extremely
disappointed in the way I
putted and performed this
week which made me kind
of sad, I know in the future I
will be thankful for the experience,” said Leavitt.

Lacrosse finds stride over past two and a half
weeks; goes 3-1 as postseason play begins
Justin Koesterer
SPORTS EDITOR

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity lacrosse team has
found their stride at just the
right time. Amid the start of
playoffs in the aftermath of
off-field affairs, the Jr. Bills
were looking for a spark on
the turf. By going 3-1 over
the past two and a half weeks,
they have found just that.
After the brutally tough
loss to the MICDS Rams on
April 25, there was no time to
rest. The next day, the Jr. Bills
hosted a Christian Brothers
College High School team
out of Memphis, Tn. In a potential rebound game, the Jr.
Bills were swamped, and did
not show up to play. CBC was
particularly ruthless on the
faceoffs, three or four times
scoring just seconds after the
whistle blew.
“We looked forward to it
because we thought it would
be a good potential rebound.
We were totally blindsided by
the MICDS game, but unfortunately we didn’t show up.
We probably put forth our
worst effort of the year against
(CBC). The good that came
out of it, though, was that
we spent some time after the
game talking about what is
going on, why we’re unable to
prove that level of effort and
competitiveness, and I think
that’s helped us,” said head
coach Andrew Toussaint.
Christian
Brothers
scored early, beating the
SLUH defense and senior captain goaltender Will Webster
twice in 33 seconds. Another
goal saw CBC go up by three.

A double pivot move from behind the goal earned Carse a
goal as the quarter came to an
end with CBC leading by two.
Capitalizing early, in an
eerily similar fashion to the
start of the game, CBC won
the faceoff and scored just six
seconds into the second. After
a CBC snipe from the top of
the key and some silky passing in front of the net, SLUH
found themselves down 6-1.
On the ensuing faceoff, the
Cadets won the draw and proceeded to score as if the quar-

later, a ripper from the top of
the key made it 9-2. A tenth
goal followed, and then, with
a sophomore Bobby Conroy
goal, the half ended with an
agonizing 10-3 deficit.
A frustrating game the
previous day and an equally
frustrating first half sat in
the heads of the players and
coaches. This was the greatest test the Jr. Bills had faced
all season, and their response
would show their true colors.
Although the second
half did not produce much

Two players congratulating each other.

photo | Jonel Olar

ter and game had just started.
An eighth goal was peppered
in thereafter, capping a devastating 6-0 run. It was not
until junior Brendan Hannah
darted across the goal mouth
and scored left-handed that
the Cadet goals onslaught
was halted. Twenty seconds

offensively for the Jr. Bills
other than a goal by senior
attackman Collin Gund and
two more goals to complete
a hat trick by Carse, who has
been a bright spot for SLUH
throughout the season, the
defense had a profound turnaround. After giving up 34

in the league, and he was every bit the best player in the
league (the second game).
The end result wasn’t what
we wanted, but I thought our
guys played really well.”
The varsity 2 team lost its
quarterfinal match to Rockwood Summit, a team they
split regular season matches
with. With strong goaltending
and defense, the game seemed
destined for overtime, tied at
two with minutes left in the
second half. However, on a
defensive mishap, Rockwood
forward Neil Cerratto got in
front of the net and scored the
game winner.
“We had a rough start
there to the beginning of the
year, but we slowly found
what worked for us,” said junior Andrew Zerega. “I think
the returning players will
come back prepared and hungry to win the championship.”
The JV team lost to Seckman in the quarterfinal match
by a score of 7-1. Senior Joe
Miner netted the lone goal
for the Jr. Bills, with an assist

credited to senior Liam Gallagher. The game had its positives, though. For one, this
was only the second time this
season that the team was not
mercied by ten goals, and in
addition, many seniors came
out to St. Peters to support
their classmates on the floor.
The team’s chemistry was also
excellent.
“We may not have gotten a lot of chances during the
season, but when we did, we
always capitalized on them
because we trusted each other
and knew what each other
(were) thinking,” said senior
Will McCann.
The C team fell to CBC
last week 8-5. CBC came out
strong with several goals and
SLUH followed somewhat,
but the Jr. Bills could never
quite keep up with the Cadets.
Sophomore Henry McIntyre
scored a hat trick in the effort.
The season had its ups and
downs, but the team grew significantly throughout it.
“Almost all the team went
to get dinner after a devastat-

goals in their last three halves
of play, the d-core turned stingy, allowing just four goals in
the last 30 minutes of the
game, effectively weakening
the lethal potency of the Cadet offense. The game ended
14-6 Cadets, but displayed
giant improvement from the
MICDS loss, even hinting at
a little confidence going into
the next few games.
“We were able to figure
out, from those halves, what
are the fundamental issues
we’re having, how do we talk
about those and how do we
rep them in practice. How
do we present them with understandable concepts and
situations where they can do
the right thing with hope that
they can translate into games,”
said Toussaint.
The next game, also held
at SLUH, was Senior Night.
May 2 brought the Webster
Statesmen to a showdown
on the Jr. Bills’ home turf.
The improved SLUH defense
cracked down on previous
mistakes and allowed just four
goals over the course of sixty
minutes.
“My first reaction is to
say, ‘Yeah, we should win big.
We’re better than them.’ But
I know that A, anything can
happen on any given day, and
B, we’ve had a lack of consistency, so it is a good thing
that we needed to do what we
needed to do,” said Toussaint.
Offensively, the Jr. Bills
had a big day, getting point
contributions from ten different players. Carse and Gund
tallied a hat trick apiece, with

continued on page 10

Disappointing finish to Inline season as none
of four SLUH teams advance to state final
BY Nick
STAFF

T

Prainito

he games ranged from
heartbreaking losses to
blowouts. Ultimately, last
week’s playoffs didn’t end
up as hoped for St. Louis U.
High’s Inline hockey program.
None of the four teams advanced to the State Championship game. Only the varsity
1 team progressed past the
first round. Although the results were disappointing, the
club was young this year and
experienced a lot of growth.
Expectations and success will
likely rise next spring.
The varsity 1 team was
eliminated in the semifinal
round against Oakville, losing the first two games in the
best of three. In the first game,
after a strenuous back-andforth effort, the Jr. Bills fell
4-3. In the next game, after
a strong start from Oakville,
SLUH never quite picked it up
and fell 7-4.
“I think we played well,”
said head coach Chris LePage.
art | Harrison Petty “Oakville has the best player

ing loss,” said freshman Matt
Windler. “The ice players and
the (new players) grew closer, and although the record
doesn’t show, we started playing better.”
Though next season
won’t be here until next February, plans are already being
made for training and improvement. A big part of being prepared will be through
ice hockey as many players
come from that program.
“We are looking into
doing some type of summer
skates,” said LePage. “Having
a few random rink times here
and there and just play.”
LePage expressed optimism for the club.
“As far as the program
goes, I think we’re in as good
of a spot as we have been since
my time at SLUH,” said LePage. “All four teams were better by the end of the season
than they were at the start of
the season.”

SLUH kills Districts meet; jumps easily over
challenges in Ritenour and Howell Central

Freshman George Henken setting up his teammate.
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BY Chris Staley and

Blake Obert

SPORTS EDITOR, CORE STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High volleyball team has moved on
to the State quarterfinals after
killing it in their district this
past week. On Monday, SLUH
played against Ritenour in the
first round of the District Tournament with a dominating 2510, 25-14 win. The team took
home the first place trophy after
crushing Francis Howell Central 25-15, 25-16 in the District
finals.
The Jr. Bills first played Ritenour last Monday in the first
round of the district bracket. Ritenour had to play right before,
so their low energy was advantageous for SLUH.
SLUH dominated in the

first set. Freshman George
Henken’s kills were too hard
for Ritenour to process. Senior
Andrew Cross took control of
the net with his nasty kills and
an impressive block at the net to
help the Jr. Bills grab the first set
25-10.
“We were focused on limiting our errors and being smarter
if we were in a bad position,” said
head coach Jeff Cheak. “They
were an extremely athletic team
but we tried to push them to
make errors in serve-receive.”
SLUH took their foot off
the gas pedal in the second set.
Although senior captain Brian
Venhaus’s serves and clutch digs
gave the Jr. Bills a 25-14 win, the
team realized it could not slack
off at this point in the season.
“It didn’t have a lot of ener-

gy because Ritenour rolled over
early in the game,” said Venhaus.
“I liked the boys’ urgency to put
them away early and I look forward to see how that continues
as we go deeper into the playoffs.”
The Jr. Bills hoped to take
first place when they faced off
against Francis Howell Central
in the finals the next day. SLUH
controlled the first set when senior Dalton Ennis mauled the
Spartans with his serves. At one
point in the first set, Ennis had
an incredible five serves in a row
that resulted in SLUH points.
Ennis’s kills kept the Jr. Bills
steamrolling ahead. Ennis ended the match as his long arms
blocked a Howell return for
SLUH to take the first set 25-15.
“I felt like we played a
clean game in the first set and
took care of business early so it
killed the other team’s hope of
competing with us throughout
the match,” said Venhaus. “We
always want to focus on our side
of the net.”
In the next set, the Jr. Bills
didn’t have to do much except
watch the Spartan serves and
hits go long to give SLUH some
free points. But the set was controlled by the underclassmen,
giving the older guys more rest.
The Spartans pulled to
within two points in the set, but
when freshman Phillip Bone
leaped for a spike, he seemed to
have the strength of the gods as

his hits were so hard that Howell had no chance of returning
them. Sophomore Peter Quinn
came back from an injury in
fashion as he got a kill in his first
rotation back. The game finished with Ennis killing the ball
with force to end it 25-16, making SLUH the district champs.
SLUH lucked out against
Francis Howell Central, as their
best player was out due to skipping school. The team was
blessed, but knew they had to
work hard at practice for their
next match.
“Watching (Howell) the
game before we played them
and when that player was on the
court, I’d say they are one of the
better teams in state,” said junior
Peter Curdt. “So we know we
kind of got lucky with that and
that we need to bring it in practice the next few days.”
SLUH advanced to the
state quarterfinals which will be
held today at SLUH at 5:15. They
are playing De Smet, who beat
Vianney, and are prepping for a
competitive game.
“I was looking forward to
either team, because it should be
an amazing match,” said Cheak.
“All three teams (Francis Howell
Central, De Smet, Vianney) are
playing really high level volleyball and all make up the top
three teams in the state. It should
be a fun match.”

Tennis dominates podium at Districts, Sectionals
BY Blake Obert
CORE STAFF

S

t. Louis U. High is in playoff mode, and the tennis
squad is in the thick of things.
They participated in individual districts and sectionals,
with strong showings in each,
as every SLUH participant
placed at least top three.
Freshman Gus Tettamble, playing as the No. 1 seed,
placed a respectable third
place in individual districts
despite playing through light
sickness. The top four seeds
in the tournament were all
close in skill, which left room
for anyone to secure a first
place finish. Tettamble, after a
quick first round win, took on
another talented freshman in
Brian Kim of Lindbergh. The
duo had played against each
other before, each winning
a single game against each
other, but Tettamble’s sickness led to a less than ideal
performance in a competitive
set, dropping him to the third
place match.
Tettamble then moved
on to play Kirkwood’s sophomore Case Fagan in a match
that ended rather strangely as
Fagan got an unsportsmanlike call leading to an overtime finish. In the overtime,
Fagan twisted his ankle, leaving him incapable of finishing
the match and granting Tett-

amble a third place finish.
Freshman Nick Fischer
was the only other solo competitor for SLUH in the individual districts competition
and entered as the No. 3 seed.
Like Tettamble, he blew past
his quarterfinal match and
then moved on to take on Fagan in the semis. After an intense and close match, Fischer
managed to walk away with a
victory and then was set to
take on an even more challenging opponent in the final,
Brian Kim of Lindbergh.
Fischer stumbled in the
first match and took a loss,
but he regained momentum
with an important second set
victory. With the series at a
1-1 tie, the intensity was high.
Fischer broke Kim’s serve
early, but Kim responded by
doing the same, once again
leaving the game up for grabs.
Late in the match, Fischer
managed to utilize the ice in
his veins to gain the lead and
took districts as a freshman, a
truly tremendous feat. After
the district win, he immediately went on to take a sweeping sectional win to earn himself a spot in the individual
State Tournament next week.
“It’s a big deal for anybody to win individual districts,” said head coach Brian
Kirk. “Nick came out and
played fantastic tennis. The

team was very happy for him.”
On the doubles side of
the tournament, the duo of
junior Victor Stefanescu and
sophomore Leo Da Silva were
back in action as the No. 2
seed. They also secured an
easy quarterfinal win and
moved on to face Kirkwood
in the semis.
The boys were confident, as Stefanescu was facing off against an opponent
he had beaten last year during his own postseason run
to State. However, to the duo’s
surprise, the Kirkwood boys
started off playing extremely
well. After going down 5-1 in
a set, SLUH managed to bring
it back after a 5-4 finish in the
next round. Finally, the duo
made one last push to secure a
7-5 win to avoid elimination.
The next day the Jr. Bills’
duo lost to a competent Lindbergh squad, as they were still
feeling fatigued after the previous day’s exhausting matches, but they made Sectionals
regardless of the result of the
match. In Sectionals, the duo
played a team from Jackson
and easily won after only allowing the team one point
through two matches.
While Stefanescu and Da
Silva found success, the duo of
junior Danny Lombardi and
freshman Henry Dowd did
fairly well themselves, taking

third. The No. 5 seed started
with a 6-1 loss, but managed
to adjust and take the next
two sets to advance to semis.
In the semis, the duo played
against the same Lindbergh
team that the other SLUH
duo lost to the next day, falling in two sets, 6-2 and 6-4.
In another familiar match, the
boys played against the same
Kirkwood team that the other
SLUH duo had defeated, and
managed to repeat the other
SLUH team’s success, beating
the Kirkwood squad to secure
third place.
“Individually, me and
Henry felt like we could have
beaten (the Lindbergh duo),”
said Lombardi. “But as a team
overall we were really happy
with what we did.”
SLUH tennis has team
sectionals taking place this
Saturday at Oakville High
School. The team now has its
focus on State, which SLUH
has not attended since 2006.
“We are starting to play
our best tennis of the season. We hope to keep it going starting on Saturday at
Oakville,” said Kirk.

Track battles rain at
District meet; four
events move on to
Sectional meet
sive 400 this year put him in
BY Chris Staley
SPORTS EDITOR

S

uffering through the cold
of wet socks and rain hitting bare skin, the St. Louis
U. High track team pushed
through the pain of rain to
compete at districts last Saturday, advancing in eight events.
The rain did not go away,
but the 4x200 and 4x800 relay
were here to stay. The meet
started off with a Jr. Bills win
when the state-best 4x800
relay of seniors Patrick Hetlage, Chuck Perry, juniors Laz
Williams and Lucas Rackers
took it easy and advanced
with a 7:59. The 4x200 relay
of Perry, Williams, senior Jay
Duda, and sophomore Tilahun Murphy grabbed fourth
with a 3:30—the last team to
advance to Sectionals.
“For Sectionals, we have
worked a lot on handoffs. We
know that for the 4x4 we don’t
have the fastest team but we
can drop seconds easily by
just passing the baton around
smoothly,” said Perry. “We
have done all the workouts we
need to be ready for Sectionals, and this week is all about
perfect those little things.”
The race of the day was
the 1600. Rackers and Hetlage were expected to easily
advance, but Rackers came in
third with a 4:26.17, and Hetlage’s kick in the final 100 and
his dive across the line pushed
him to sectionals by .08 seconds.
“Going into the last lap, I
was feeling out of it compared
to normal races,” said Hetlage,
“I could hear the Kirkwood
runner close behind me and
knew he was going to make
a move to pass at some point.
Right after he did, I saw that I
still had 80 meters to get him
back, so I went for it.”
In the 800, Williams fell
to second by .05 seconds but
took it by .01 seconds with his
1:57.89. Perry was expected to
run the 800, but his impres-

that event, and he moved on
with a 51.34.
In the grueling 3200,
Rackers thought he had finished third with his 9:25, but
after Lafayette powerhouse
senior Harrison Brown was
disqualified, Rackers moved
up to second, advancing
nonetheless.
“I always run next to
(Brown) because we have
similar racing strategies so it’s
gonna kinda suck to go find
someone else,” said Rackers.
“It’ll also force me to look beyond what I usually do and
move up to a faster pace and
try to stick with Christian
during Sectionals.”
On the sprints side, Duda’s 23.48 allowed him to get
third in the prelims and the
finals to advance him to Sectionals.
“Jay’s gonna have his
hands full in the 200. It’s one
of the tougher Sectionals in
the state,” said head coach Joe
Porter.
Because of the rain on
Saturday, all field events except for shot put were moved
to the following Monday.
Only senior Christian Wallace-Hughes moved on in the
triple jump when he jumped
a 42-07.25 on his final jump,
knocking teammate junior
Solomon Elliot out of Sectionals.
“They
were
seeded
fourth and fifth going in and
we knew they needed good
days and they did both have
great days, but so did other
people, and that’s just how it
goes sometimes,” said Porter.
SLUH continues their
playoff run tomorrow at sectionals at Lafayette. After Sectionals, SLUH hopes to send
as many people as possible to
State the following weekend
of May 24 and 25.
“I’m hyped for Sectionals. I hope we can have more
events at State than we did last
year,” said Perry.

Sophomore Aidan Byrne preparing for a race
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Water polo sportsmanship
recognized at All-Star game; five
students earn individual awards

Baseball falls to Ladue in extra
innings for early exit
Braden Kramer
REPORTER

T

Senior Justin Surber in the State Championship game.

(continued from page 1)

the victory, the Jr. Bills returned to their ninth straight
title game, on the hunt for a
Five-Peat.
“Every year, it’s special,”
said head coach and John
Penilla. “It’s a different team
every year, even though we
had guys who were on the
team last year, it’s a different
dynamic.”
The
championship
matchup against the No. 2
Parkway West Longhorns
put SLUH in familiar territory. The PoloBills played the
Longhorns three times during
the regular season, winning
all three contests.
“I knew that they were
gonna bring it because last
year’s championship was kind
of lopsided,” said junior captain Michael Kreienkamp. “I
knew that they were hungry
for that title.”
At the final practice of
the season on Friday, May
10, the Jr. Bills practiced scenarios for what to do if they
were narrowly winning, losing, or tied with 40 seconds
left on the clock. Little did
they know, those drills would
prove useful.
The next night, SLUH
knew that they had to remain
focused and not let the Longhorn crowd, which showed up
en masse, psych them out.
“I think we did a good
job as a team of playing off
that crowd energy of Parkway
West and not letting them get
in our heads,” said senior captain John McCabe.
The first half was dominated by shark-and-minnow
play, with goals from Kreienkamp and junior Andrew
Zimmerman being matched
by the Longhorns. But the Jr.
Bills were able gain a 3-2 lead
heading into the half.
Later on, with under
40 seconds left in the third
quarter, Kreienkamp scored
on a smart breakaway, giving
SLUH a 4-2 lead going into
the final quarter.
The fourth quarter was
when the chaos began.
After three unanswered
Parkway West goals in the

first five minutes of the fourth
quarter and some questionable calls in favor of the
Longhorns, the Jr. Bills found
themselves trailing for the
first time in the game, 4-5.
“When we got the ball
back and took a timeout, in
the huddle, Coach just said
‘you guys know what to do,’”
said Schneider.
The PoloBills quickly put
together a new play, and they
hoped that their last-ditch
play would pay off. Schneider’s equalizer with mere seconds left on the shot clock and
47 seconds on the game clock
was nothing short of miraculous.
“As soon as I noticed
one of the West guys coming
towards me with an arm out,
I knew I had to take a shot,”
said Schneider. “It just kinda
went in.”
“Jarrett’s shot to tie the
game was absolutely beautiful,” said McCabe. “It was a
phenomenal shot. He is the
one person I trust to take that
shot because of how calm and
composed he is.”
As the game headed for
overtime, the players, none of
whom had experienced a state
water polo loss, knew that this
was the golden opportunity to
make their water polo careers
or crumble under the mounting pressure.
“I think we did a really
good job staying calm,” said
Kreienkamp. “We dealt with
the pressure really well because we knew that if we kept
playing our game, we would
win.”
In the first of two nonsudden death three minute
overtime periods, the Jr. Bills
missed many close opportunities to take a lead. But the
game momentum had shifted
in favor of the PoloBills.
Going into the second
overtime, SLUH was ready to
finish off West once and for all
and claim their fifth straight
title.
“It was super stressful,”
said McCabe. “I was overthinking everything. But I
could trust that my team was
able to do (their jobs) and
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that we would get them back
somehow.”
Less than a minute into
the period, Brawer came in
clutch again with a precise
pass to Kreienkamp, who
scored the game-winning
goal.
“Seventy five percent of
that goal was (Brawer),” said
Kreienkamp. “It was an awesome pass that I was just able
to tip in there. It was just awesome.”
The victory was hardearned for the Jr. Bills, but all
of the preparing that they did
throughout the season paid
off in the best way possible.
“I think all of our success
was mental; it wasn’t physical,” said McCabe. “In the
end, it‘s a team effort, and it’s
a team win.”
McCabe’s
impressive
‘wall-like’ effort in goal earned
him both Player of the Game
honors from Penilla and the
game ball.
“As a captain, your goal
is to get your team to be the
best it can possibly be, and I
think we did pretty well at
that. To get the first five peat
ever is huge, and I’m glad I
was able to contribute to the
team’s success,” said McCabe.
A few days later, after
the Missouri Senior All-Star
Game on Wednesday, SLUH
was showered with awards.
Kreienkamp and McCabe
were named first team all-district, with Kreienkamp winning Offensive Player of the
Year. Zimmerman was named
second team all-district, Baldes was named third-team.
Brawer was named an honorable mention.
“For those guys to be
recognized was really cool.
It’s exciting for the program,
but also for those guys in particular,” said Penilla. “We also
won the Team Sportsmanship
Award, which shows that we
represent ourselves well, we
represent our school well.”

May 17, 2019

he St. Louis U. High baseball team faced Ladue on
Monday in the first round of
the district playoffs. The Jr.
Bills lost 6-5 in extra innings
to end their season. Senior
Cam Glynn got the start on
the mound.
Ladue scored their first
run on a fielder’s choice in the
infield in the top of the second
inning. It was collateral damage considering Ladue had
the bases loaded with one out
after an error by the Jr. Bills.
Glynn pitched his way out of
the inning and after a scoreless rest of the second and top
of the third, the Jr. Bills began
to rally.
After a walk to senior
Kolin King in the bottom of
the third, fellow senior Paul
Reddy was able to lay down a
bunt, which was thrown wide
of first base, scoring King
and levelling the score. Later
in the inning, a sacrifice fly
by senior Danny LaChance
scored Reddy, putting the
Bills on top 2-1.
The bottom of the fourth
led to the same result for the
Jr. Bills. A double to deep
left by junior Dashiell Wuller
began the rally, followed by
infield hits by senior Timmy
Heinlein and freshman Alex
Shelton, putting the Jr. Bills
up 3-1. A successful bunt
from junior Tony Lindwedel
loaded the bases and a sacrifice fly from junior Cade Hohl
widened the gap to 4-1.
The Rams struck back in
the top of the fifth, loading the
bases after mistakes by Glynn.
A sacrifice bunt by the Rams
narrowed the gap to 4-2. With
one swing of the bat, the Rams
made it 5-4 on a double off the
left field wall.
The game hit a stalemate
until the top of the seventh,
when the Rams put multiple
baserunners on against soph-

omore pitcher Jake Noonan.
The Bills got out of the jam
with a pop fly to centerfield,
sending the game to the bottom of the seventh.
With their backs against
the wall, the Jr. Bills were able
to pull a miracle out of their
hats in crunch time. With potentially only two outs left in
the season, Hohl hit a ground
ball through the gap between
first and second to put the tying run on base. After stealing second, Hohl advanced
to third on a dropped third
strike by the Ladue catcher,
and eventually scored on an
unorthodox play, allowing
senior Paul Reddy to take
first base. Then, Reddy stole
second, causing the pitcher to
throw there. While this was
happening, Hohl stole home,
knotting the game up at five.
The bottom of the eighth
inning proved to be the Jr.
Bills’ best opportunity to win
the game. Wuller continued
his hot streak, driving a single
out to center field. After a bunt
by Heinlein, Wuller advanced
to second with two outs. He
attempted to steal, but was
thrown out by the pitcher at
third base, ending the inning.
After getting two on base
in the top of the ninth, the
Rams knocked in a run with
a single, putting them up by
one.
The Jr. Bills were unable
to capitalize in the bottom of
the ninth, ending the season
for the Bills with a 6-5 loss.
Wuller had a career night
at the plate going three for
four with a double and two
singles. He also had a run
scored. Wuller, emerging as
a huge piece for the Jr. Bill’s
future, can hit well, as shown
in the district game, as well as
pitch.
“Personally, I believe
that I played well,” said Wuller. “Both teams played pretty
well, and it kind of seemed
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that the baseball gods were
slightly in favor of Ladue. A
close call here and a close
call there could have easily
changed the outcome of the
game.”
He also noted on what
the future looks like for the Jr.
Bill squad.
“We’ve got guys that have
been patiently waiting on the
bench for the opportunity to
show their skill, and I think
we will have a lot of guys step
up and show their skills,” said
Wuller.
“We didn’t beat ourselves. It was just a really good
ballgame that unfortunately
didn’t favor us, but we knew
Ladue was going to have to
beat us if they were going to
move on and they did,” said
junior Ben Kennebeck. “We
actually were more energized
than we had been over the
past couple of weeks before
the game, and I don’t think
we lost intensity as we went
into extras. We really wanted
to win the game because we
all wanted to keep playing. It’s
tough end to the season but I,
and the rest of the team, have
taken positives out of it.”
“I think that we played
pretty well overall as a team,”
said head coach Ray Bulte.
“Our pitching was good, our
hitting was good, you know
we had eight hits so I thought
that was pretty good. Obviously though, when you play
nine innings, guys will get
tired.”
Looking into the future,
Bulte is optimistic about the
coming years.
“We have a group of
16 returning guys; we lost a
group of 10 seniors who were
tremendous throughout the
year who we will really miss,
but the future looks bright,”
said Bulte.

Depth scoring to play a key role in
lacrosse’s playoff run
(continued from page 8)

Gund adding an assist.
Conroy and Hannah, the always reliable goal-scorers,
notched two goals and a
helper apiece. Senior mids
Luke Sansone, Jim O’Flynn,
and newcomer Trip Dolan got
in on the act, scoring a goal
each, Sansone and O’Flynn
assisting once as well. With
sophomore Luke Baumer also
scoring a goal and senior attack Jameson Fitzgerald contributing an assist, the Jr. Bills
showed that they have depth,
an invaluable playoff asset
surely needed this time of
year.
“Playoff depth is very
important. Running the same
guys over and over can be detrimental at the end of games
as guys get worn out and can’t
perform to the best of their
ability. These moments at the
end of games are vitally important, and it’s great we have
guys stepping up and competing. Going into the playoffs
with a bunch of guys contributing is huge, giving us more

weapons to use and more
ways to score and step up defensively,” said Carse.
The Jr. Bills took this
confidence into their final
game, against the Lindbergh
Flyers. The Jr. Bills dispatched
the Flyers 9-7 in a tightly contested match. Carse, Hannah,
Gund, and Conroy, the usual
culprits, racked up two goals
apiece. With another goal
from the sophomore Baumer
and two assists from O’Flynn,
the Jr. Bills were able to surge
past the Flyers and into the
playoffs, ending regular season play at 8-11.
“We’re proud of our guys
for them competing and not
yielding when they realized
that we make more mistakes
than we think we should, and
that we have to learn to accept
that and move on and continue to move on and play the
next play,” said Toussaint.
The first game of the
playoffs saw SLUH play a 9-7
Marquette Mustangs team
which couldn’t offer any resistance against the SLUH offen-

sive onslaught. The goals just
kept coming, and Carse specifically couldn’t be stopped.
The all-time SLUH lacrosse
goals leader elevated his game
to the next level, exploding for
six goals, while the team behind him picked up their pace
en route to a 17-6 thrashing of
Marquette, advancing to the
next round of the playoffs.
They will be given a redemption match against Vianney Thursday night; earlier
in the season, they lost 9-10 in
heartbreaking fashion, allowing a goal in the final seconds.
This game has big implications, and the Jr. Bills know
what’s in front of them.
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JV Lax finds footing;
finishes on 11-1 run
BY Jimmy Stanley
CORE STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High JV
lacrosse team (11-6) was
hot and cold this season. They
ended second in the state tournament for all JV teams and
through determination on the
field, they set themselves up to
fill in important roles on next
year’s varsity squad.
With low morale and
poor organization, SLUH JV
lacrosse started the season 0-5.
They powered through difficult
games, while being constantly
beat down time and time again.
They couldn’t generate offense
or keep games close.
Everything changed when
they visited Parkway West. The
Jr. Bills walked into their sixth
game of the season and everything fell into place. SLUH
generated positive offense, the
defense stepped up, and SLUH
annihilated Parkway West 13-0.
“At the beginning of the
season, we were very disorganized and didn’t have much
confidence because of it. When

we beat Parkway West, the
whole team got a ton of confidence and boosted the morale,”
said freshman Ted Leritz.
SLUH went on to win
seven games in a row. Their
only loss for the rest of the season came against top-ranked
MICDS, who snapped SLUH’s
win streak and beat them in the
state finals. The Jr. Bills went on
to finish the last four games 4-0.
“We had a change in
mindset. After losing games,
we felt down on ourselves and
wanted to give up, but something changed and it brought
us to MICDS. We didn’t win but
it helped kind of shape us,” said
sophomore Joe McArthur.
JV lacrosse is ready to send
guys to contribute on the varsity
level and make an impact, especially with so many senior leaders leaving the team.
“We have a lot of good
guys,” said McArthur. “Leritz
will do really well up there. He
is a very good all around player.
We can really kind of help fill
those gaps.”

Freshman Ted Leritz carrying the ball.

JV Wopo emphasizes JV Vball defeats
unity; places second in MCC foes en route to
JV state final
perfect 17-0 season
Jack Figge
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High JV
water polo team had a
strong overall season with
a major emphasis on unity.
The team went 10-0 in the
regular season, won the
Ladue Invite Tournament,
came in second place in the
Longhorn Invitational and
came in second place in the
JV State finals.
“It was the perfect season, JV finished second so
they have the motivation for
next year and varsity won,”
said head JV coach Paul
Baudendistel.
“When it comes to camaraderie and playing with
each other and not just playing for the win but playing
because we enjoy it,” said
Cooper Scarff, the leading
scorer on the JV squad. “We
became the best team we
could be.”
Camaraderie
and
building a sense of unity
among the team was a major emphasis throughout
the season. One thing that
really helped to solidify this
unity was having a mixture of both freshman and
sophomores on the starting
lineup.
“Last year we had
mainly sophomores on the
starting lineup and I didn’t
feel the same unity as this
year. I think that since we
had a mixture of freshman and sophomores on
the starting lineup it really
helped to build that sense
of team unity, said starting goalie and captain Ben

Geldmacher.
One prime example of
the unity of this team was
against Pattonville during the Ladue Tournament
where the team worked to
have every member of the
team score one goal.
“That unity helped us
to communicate well during
our games especially when
running team plays,” sophomore Dominic Fiordelisi
said.
One of the greatest successes of the season was the
team’s ability to beat rival
Parkway West in the first
game of the season right
after a previous matchup in
the Longhorn invitational.
“My personal highlight
was our very first game
against Lindbergh, where
we scored three goals. We
played terrific defense and
Connor (Buehring) had 10
steals in his first JV game
which I haven’t seen another player do,” Baud said.
Even though the JV
team ended up losing in the
finals against Parkway West,
many of the players said
that this was a significant
moment for their seasons.
“Even though we lost
the final game and we were
all upset about it, overall it
was good because it was a
learning experience and it
gives encouragement for the
future,” said freshman Zach
Brugnara.
The JV team is ready
to fill gaps left by departing
varsity seniors.
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C Lax finishes season
winless; goes 0-7
Jared Thornberry
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High C lacrosse team had a tough
2019 season. They were unable
to win a game. The season consisted of two close games against
Marquette, but ultimately, a 0-7
record.
“I felt like the season went
well for the most part, because,
as a team, many of us hadn’t
played lacrosse ever, and we definitely developed well. We started to show major improvements
towards the end of the season,
although our record didn’t reflect that,” said freshman Nick
Witcher.
The season started off
rough with a 7-1 loss to Eureka,
and the SLUH Jr. Bills wanted
to strike back and grow their
skills. They worked hard and
grew team chemistry, but only
had one problem that stuck
with them the whole season: the
team mostly consisted of firstyear players.
“90 percent of the kids
playing on the freshman team
have either never played before
or they played years ago,” said
freshman captain Cullen Swiecicki.
When the Father Marco

11

Cup came around, the team did
not get the outcome they were
looking for, losing 13-1 to their
rival, De Smet.
“The Marco Cup was a fun
learning experience. It was great
to the teams at all levels of play,
to come together, and to compete at one event,” said freshman
Freshman Sam French with the ball.
Noah Leeseberg.
The 2019 season ended
with a rematch against Marquette, to whom they lost a close
3-1 match earlier in the year.
The C team came ready to
play, especially freshmen Nick
Lyons, who scored three goals,
and Zack Garozzo, who scored
two.
The team ended up falling
short in overtime but showed
great improvement. Despite this
6-5 loss against Marquette, the
SLUH team was still proud of
their improvements in both athletics and sportsmanship.
“It was a very fun season
and a great experience for me
and the rest of the team, as it was
new to me and most of the team.
I’m looking forward to working
on getting better during the offseason and preparing for next
spring,” said Witcher.

Luke Altier
STAFF

G

oing into their last five
games, the junior varsity volleyball squad boasted a
perfect 12-0 record and didn’t
plan on giving up. Defeating
Chaminade, CBC, De Smet,
and Fort Zumwalt, the JV volleyball squad finished with a
17-0 record.
Starting their run at
Chaminade’s home court, the
Bills kept their perfect record,
winning in two sets with ease.
After Chaminade came
the De Smet tournament on
May 4. SLUH beat CBC with
grace from the serving line
and then took out the Spartans at their home court in
three tough sets to win the
tournament.
Next, SLUH had to face
Fort Zumwalt South on May
6, whom they destroyed in
two sets. The first set was
SLUH’s from the beginning,
with the boys winning 2511 and then closing out the
match with a 25-14 set win.
“Our team is so dominant because we have strength
in numbers. Anybody can
step up and get a big kill or
make a play,” said freshman
Ben Harmon.

C Volleyball success
continues legacy
Luke Altier
STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High Cteam volleyball set a fire
this year, winning its last two
games of the season against
Fort Zumwalt South and De
Smet to lead to a 10-2 record.
“It’s an exciting time for
the SLUH volleyball program.
These guys promise many
years of quality SLUH play,”
said C-team coach Anne Marie Lodholz.
On the evening of May
6, the squad faced off against
Fort Zumwalt South and won
in 2 sets—a 25-17 set followed
by a close 25-23 win.
Their next opponent was
Vianney. Against the Griffins,
the Bills came out on top in
another quick two-set victory,
photo | Louis Barnes moving their record to 9-2.
When asked about the
leader of her team, Lodholz
was very quick to respond
about a certain freshman who
has really shown his leadership
on and off the court over the
course of his first season as a
Jr. Bill.

Lacrosse
Nightbeat

Varsity lacrosse defeated
Vianney 9-8 to advance
to the semifinals against
MICDS.

Following the game
against Zumwalt South, the Jr.
Bills played against the Griffins from Vianney on May 7,
closing out yet another clean
two set win. In the first set, the
Billikens took an easy set win
with a score of 25-13. Then,
to finish the match, they took
the next set 25-20 to finish off
the Griffins.
The Jr. Billiken volleyball
team ended its season against
DeSmet, taking another twoset win to finish the season
17-0. Their first set went
smoothly with the Bills coming out on top 25-12, and they
won the second with a score
of 25-17.
Highlights of an especially talented JV volleyball
team this year were marked
by the versatility and ability to
adjust mid-season to possible
limitations.
“Down the stretch Phillip
Bone and Tanner Dougherty
got called up to varsity, so we
really showed our flexibility
by winning the De Smet tournament without them. Guys
who did not really get to play
much before shined,” said
Harmon.

“As far as leadership on
the court and off, Danny Hillmeyer comes to mind. He’s a
spectacular player who could
always pick the team up when
things were challenging,” said
Lodholz.
Finishing off their season
against De Smet, the volleyball squad won in two sets. In
the first set, the Jr. Bills barely
slipped through with a score of
25-23, but they closed out their
year with a masterful set score
of 25-10.
With a record of 10-2, the
freshmen who played on the C
team this year lived up to the
Jr. Billiken volleyball standard:
nothing short of excellence.
They fostered this excellence
through teamwork and the
bettering of communication
through their rotations.
“I know this will sound
corny but our theme, or a goal
this year, I guess, was really
just to have fun together, get
to know each other better, and
learn basic fundamental skills
and volleyball strategy,” said
Lodholz.

Junior Brendan Hannah
led the way with four
goals.
Freshman Danny Gilkerson hitting the ball.
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LEFT COLUMN TOP TO BOTTOM:
Sam Guillemette in Into the Woods, by Sulli Wallisch
Cashbah Golden Gala, by Mrs. Kathy Chott
Schulte Taped to Wall, by Rachel Lyu
U-High Bills, by John Hilker
RIGHT COLUMN TOP TO BOTTOM
Students celebrate hockey win, by Jonel Olar
Patrick Blanner in the fall musical, by Mrs. Kathy Chott
STUCO at SLUH Night, by John Hilker
Handley Hicks & Chris Hartung playing at a concert, by
Mrs. Kathy Chott
BOTTOM ACROSS
Dance Concert, by Mrs. Kathy Chott

