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Jones leaves for Boston to help
daughter pursue ballet passion
BY Nicholas Dalaviras
NEWS EDITOR		

Shadow days officially become
admissions event
BY Ben Klevorn
NEWS EDITOR 		

T

he third floor’s Melissa
Jones was confronted in
July with one of the hardest
decisions she’s had to make.
Just a month before school
began, Jones had to decide
whether or not to move
to Boston to live with her
16-year-old daughter while
she attends an elite ballet
school. Jones discovered the
sacrifice she was willing to
make in order for her daughter to pursue her biggest
dreams, and has decided to
leave her position as SLUH’s
Vice President of Institutional
Advancement.
“It was a very difficult
decision because I absolutely
love—I absolutely love—St.
Louis U. High,” said Jones.
“But, I absolutely had to do
this for my daughter.”
When Jones’s daughter
was 15, she was accepted to
the pre-professional program
at Boston Ballet School, and
during the 2018-2019 school
year, she stayed in supervised housing provided by the
school. However, the Joneses
were notified in June that the
school would no longer provide housing.
“It was a bit of a scram-
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ble because we knew that she
wanted to return in the fall,
and we wanted to be able to
support her in her aspiration
to pursue ballet,” said Jones.
“My husband and I prayed
about it and talked about it a
lot, and what we decided was
that the only way to make this
work was for me to move to

Boston.”
Jones’ older daughter
just started her freshman year
at UMSL, with the intention
to commute from home, so
Jones’ husband decided to
stay in St. Louis to provide for
his other daughter as well.
“This has been an emo

continued on page 4

n addition to Open House,
SLUH Night, and Inside
SLUH Visits, shadow days are
officially set to join the ranks
of admissions events here at
St. Louis U. High. They will
be offered to current eighth
grade students, running from
October to the end of the first
semester.
Already a popular admissions tool among many
other St. Louis high schools,
shadow days are designed to
give prospective eighth grade
students a first-hand look at
SLUH as they follow a current
freshman for the majority of
the school day.
“The shadow program
is a great way to let potential
incoming freshmen see SLU
High, the classes in action,
the flow of the day—to really
get a sense of what SLU High’s
mission is and how the students coming to see it can feel
themselves really as a part of
the community,” said principal the Rev. Ian Gibbons, S.J.
“It’s hard to replicate that with
brochures and other types of
programs within the school.”
The Admissions Department decided to implement

Soccer starts season 2-1; confidence and strong
midfield hints at potential offensive dominance
Jimmy Stanley and
Michael Trower

T

he St. Louis U. High varsity soccer team kicked
off its season in a phenomenal
fashion, defeating Glendale
High School (Springfield,
Mo.) 3-1 and shutting out
Castle (Ind.) 2-0. It was just
the start the team had hoped
for. The Jr. Bills then moved
on to face Chaminade on
Wednesday, and lost in a close
battle, 1-0.
Against Glendale, SLUH
came into the game mentally
prepared and confident. They
had been waiting for this
game all offseason. It was a
rainy day and poor conditions
for a game. The game lasted
over two hours, but that didn’t
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hile scrolling through
your Instagram feed,
you may have noticed an uptick in content coming from
the official St. Louis U. High
account. This increase in
polished pictures of schoolwide events, activities, and
students, as well as studentmade videos and captions
can all be attributed to the
new SLUH Media program.
The program, led by
social studies teacher Tom
Zinselmeyer, was created to
bolster SLUH’s online media
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mation to tailor the format of
the days to their liking.
The day will start for the
prospective eighth graders
at 7:45 in the library, where
they will be introduced to
their freshman host. They
will proceed with the normal
schedule—homeroom, first
two periods, activity period,
third and fourth period, and
lunch—before concluding the
day at about 1:00 with a debriefing session with a member of the admissions team.
At the beginning of the
day, parents have the option
to stay for a small information session about the logistical aspects of attending
SLUH, such as financial aid,
carpooling, and the transition
to SLUH, among others.
Freshmen will serve as
the hosts of the days, as they
are closest in age to prospective eighth graders, and the
freshman level classes will
be more age appropriate for
them.
Right now, the Admissions Department is in the
process of selecting the shadow hosts, and then next week
they will begin training the
freshmen. For freshmen, this
is a leadership oppurutnity.
“When you think about
it, there’s not a whole lot of
great opportunities for them
to have positions of leadership in organizations or proj
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shadow days based on feedback they received from prospective families.
“We did a lot of intentional follow up with SLUH
visitors last year during Inside
SLUH Visits to gain feedback
about that experience, and
pretty consistently we heard
about that feedback that a lot
of prospective students are
interested in having that opportunity to live that life as a
Jr. Bill help them make their
decision,” said Assistant Director of Admissions Jennifer
Thomas.
Prospective families often cited that interaction with
SLUH students can be a driving factor in making their
high school decision.
“Lately over the last couple of years, we’ve gotten feedback from our prospective
students that tells us students
are really more instrumental
in making the decision, and
they really want to feel what
it’s like to be here and in a
class, experience a teacher,
to have an interaction with
a student here to get an understanding of what it’s really
like,” said Director of Admissions Ann Murphy.
According to Thomas,
SLUH consulted various Jesuit high schools around the
country, discussing their experiences with shadow days,
as well as the pros and cons.
SLUH used a lot of that infor-

Jazz Band
Band wins the Super Bowl of
Jazz, selected to perform at a top
conference in Missouri. Page 2

Football
First down! Football defeats Battle in narrow contest and takes
home first win of the year. Page 6

network and give students a
chance to learn valuable skills
in the fields of marketing,
advertising, and communications.
“SLUH Media focuses on
helping kids learn what kind
of steps marketing companies
take to help businesses spread
their ideas to the public. Our
main purpose right now is
to focus on five categories:
admissions,
advancement,
curricular, co-curricular, and
spiritual,” said Zinselmeyer.
While the initiative is not
a class, there is a large em

continued on page 4
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Jazz 1 receives invite to play at
prestigious music conference

BY Carter Fortman and
Nick Campbell

REPORTERS		

T

his past June, Band Director Jeff Pottinger found
out that the St. Louis U High
Jazz 1 Band had been selected
to perform at the Missouri
Music Educators Association
(MMEA) conference—one of
the top honors for a jazz program in the state of Missouri.
The MMEA conference
is an annual conference held
in the Lake of the Ozarks for
the top musical educators
from around the state. Music
educators go to the convention to learn, network, brainstorm with their colleagues,
see the other groups perform,
and attend classes about different teaching techniques.
The program accepts just
four bands to perform: two
concert bands, one middle
school band, and one jazz
band.
“It’s just a huge honor,”
said Pottinger. “And of course,
since they only take one jazz
band, for us to get to perform
there out of all the schools in
the state of Missouri is pretty
exciting.”
Bands make a recording
and submit it in May, receive
notice on whether they were
selected by June, and perform
at the conference in January.
This means that a program
will have one group apply for
the performance, and another
group actually perform at the
conference.
“The biggest thing about
last year’s group was that they
were really clean. They really
tightened up and did that extra little bit that took them
into that upper echelon of
playing,” said Pottinger.
“The group, especially in
the rhythm section, was very

tight, keeping time and tempo,” said senior Aiden Lundergan. With a good foundation in the rhythm section,
soloists were able to thrive.
The current band knows
Pottinger will have them
ready.
“He does a very good job
at bringing the juniors into
leadership positions and giving (the players) tools so that
they understand what’s expected and are ready to lead
the band fully next year,” said
junior saxophone player Bobby Rizzo.
“He (Pottinger) brings
in big names in music, like
Christopher Bruige, to give
lessons,” said Rizzo. “He’s a big
help and important factor for
the success sectionals.”
Bruige is well-known
on Broadway with multiple
Grammy nominations.
Pottinger believes that
this year’s group of students
will live up to the high bar set
by their predecessors.
“They (the 2019-2020
Jazz 1 Band) have already exceeded my expectations this
year. We are further along this
year than we have ever been
before. I’m very excited,” said
Pottinger.
The performance is open
for anyone to apply. The selec-

tion process is decided by outof-state judges, composed of
various collegiate music professors who score each band
based on numerous topics like
blend, balance, and tuning.
“I just read the judges’
comments yesterday and my
wife found an envelope with
the judges comments and
it said stuff like tuning, excellent, balance and blend,
exceptional—just all these
one-word responses,” said
Pottinger. “Normally they
write a bunch of stuff down
but there were just these short
one word responses. The guys
just did a great job at learning
the music and mastering it to
the point where the judges
didn’t have much to critique.”
Despite being a first for
SLUH’s program, Pottinger
has already had two other
appearances performing at
MMEA for his previous jobs
at Parkway Central Middle
and Hazelwood Wood West.
“This program puts us in
the upper echelon of groups
in the state, at least the top
five,” said Pottinger. “It is great
affirmation for SLU High and
for the guys in the program to
know that what we’re doing is
really high quality and it gives
SLUH a sense of pride.”

Anderson joins Campus Ministry after
years of work with volleyball program
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J

ulie Anderson joining St.
Louis U. High feels like a
win, but who’s keeping score?
Well, as it turns out, she is. After eight years of scorekeeping for SLUH varsity volleyball, Anderson finally joined
SLUH’s team permanently as
a Campus Minister this year.
And whether it’s in the Currigan kitchen or on the court,
Anderson always brings her
A-game.
After studying theology
and secondary education at
Benedictine College, Anderson went on to teach theology
at Rosati-Kane High School
for nine years. While at Rosati, she taught yearbook, moderated Student Council, and
coached volleyball.
The latter is what led her
to SLUH in the first place.
Eight years ago, she began
keeping score at every SLUH
varsity volleyball home game,
and has kept the position
ever since. She credits this as
one of the main reasons she

Robotics, STEM Clubs race go-karts at World
Wide Technology Raceway
BY Braden Kramer
STAFF			
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everal students from the
STEM and Robotics clubs
travelled to the World Wide
Technologies Speedway in
Madison, Ill. last Saturday
night. However, this was no
ordinary trip to the racetrack.
Students from around the
area who are interested in the
STEM field had the chance
to manufacture go-karts and
race them against each other
in the World Wide Technology Junior 500 race.
Junior 500 is a STEM initiative implemented by both
World Wide Technologies and
Gateway Racing and designed
to give students an interactive
experience with engineering
through the building of a gokart.
The three-day event
started Thursday, as the students constructed their carts
with advisors nearby to help.
Tasks included putting the
tires on the racer, and adjusting and tweaking details to
the cart.
On Friday, the team of
eight Jr. Bills—Luke Giun-

ta, Thomas O’Keefe, Henry
Ledbetter, Thomas Nguyen,
Daniel Blittschau, Raphael
Marzo, Charlie Janson, and
Daniel Klarsch—split up into
two teams of four. Giunta and
Nguyen were selected as the
racers for the teams.
That Saturday night
turned out to be pretty successful for the STEM racers.
Under the lights of the speedway, Nguyen placed third
overall.
“My overall reaction
would be pure amazement,”
said Giunta on his experience.
“We raced in the middle of an
Indy track. The actual drivers
were right next to us when we
were doing this. Their RV’s
were right next to where we
parked. Race cars were taking
test laps around us as we were
racing. It was just an awesome
experience.”
“It was a lot of fun,” said
Science Department Chair
Tim O’Keefe. “The guys got
to talk to some of the older
guys that raced, go up and
down pit row, show off the robot and talk about the SLUH
STEM Club to others—it was
just a fun outing.”

O’Keefe noted that building the cart as a club is a great
opportunity for engineering
experience, and said that he
plans to do it again next year.
They are all considering getting a group of guys

together on a Saturday to go
race for fun.
Anyone interested in this
event or STEM and Robotics
in general should stop by the
Innovation Lab.

was drawn to apply for the
Campus Ministry position at
SLUH.
“This is going to be my
eighth season of doing scorebook, and over those eight
years I began to fall in love
with the SLUH boys and the
volleyball program. I also
received my master’s in theology from St. Louis University, so I really started to fall
in love with Jesuit philosophy and ideology and education there,” said Anderson.
“So I would say with those
two—my master’s formation
and program with St. Louis
University and my hands on
experience with the teachers,
staff, and students of SLUH
through the volleyball program—I just really wanted to
work here.”
Anderson is working
part-time in Campus Ministry, mostly with freshman
service. She will organize and
communicate with freshmen
regarding their two service
projects—McCormack House
and Garfield Place—and will

attend most of their service
days with them. Additionally, she will be moderating
Senior Pastoral Team, directing senior Eucharistic ministers, and helping with school
Masses. This will be a significant change from her previous position at Rosati.
“I’m coming from being
a classroom teacher for nine
years, so I have that structure
of building those relationships in the classroom, but
I’m excited (about) getting to
know the seniors coordinating them as Eucharistic ministers (and) working with the
pastoral team. I’m also excited
to get to know the freshmen
in little pockets of time each
time that we do service,” said
Anderson. “Building relationships with the students is the
drive behind all of what’s most
exciting about being here.”
This commitment to getting to know students is already apparent to senior Kyle
McEnery, a Eucharistic minister and member of the senior

continued on page 4

“Noises Off” Cast List
Dotty Otley
Clare Eisenbeis
Lloyd Dallas
Fitz Cain
Gary Lejeune
Alex Bollini
Brooke Ashton
MacLean Blanner
Poppy Norton-Taylor
Claire Conway
Frederick Fellowes
Andrew Normington
Belinda Blair
Ava Berutti
Tim Allgood
Daniel Gatewood

Sophomore Thomas Nguyen holds the trophies.
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Corley is force to be reckoned with ASC Gusdorf recommended by
as new physics teacher
Sciuto; will teach sophomores
BY Johno Jackson
EDITOR IN CHIEF		

A

fter graduating from
Fairfield
University
in the spring, ASC English
teacher Sigmund Gusdorf received a letter from newly retired St. Louis U. High theology legend Matt Sciuto asking
if he would consider applying
for the Alumni Service Corps
program.
“I thought, ‘maybe I can
take a year and figure things
out.’ That was kind of a sign to
me that this was a good idea,”
said Gusdorf.
Sciuto’s letter came years
after
Gusdorf had sat in his
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott
freshman theology class. Still,
Sciuto felt Gusdorf would be a
BY Carter Spence and Ben
Harmon
easy for Corley, too.
ate,” said junior Aiden Arroyo. perfect fit for the program.
REPORTERS		
“I think getting to know
Keeping her class en“They said this is the
the students has been super gaged and excited will be a
hen people in the enjoyable. The hardest thing is focus of Corley’s.
SLUH
community learning everybody’s names,”
“I like the way she aphear the name “Corley,” they Corley said.
proaches the class. It makes
might think of proofs, bees, or
Corley’s arrival at SLUH the class a lot more fun bemaybe sophomore retreat. But has been well received. With cause we do fun activities like
with the addition of Teresa legendary physics teacher placing different objects on
Corley to the Science Depart- Eric Laboube departing from scales of powers of ten,” said
ment there is another legacy SLUH, Corley has big shoes to junior Peter Quinn.
to be written. Corley, whose fill. Laboube taught at SLUH
Outside of school, Corley
husband is math teacher for 29 years, and is often cred- loves reading, fishing, quiltFrank, is teaching three sec- ited with developing much ing, and gardening. Some of
tions of junior physics and of the physics curriculum at these hobbies have inspired
one section of the senior as- SLUH at a time when col- her to help with clubs and
trophysics course.
leges did not require physics activities at SLUH. Corley is
Corley graduated from classes.
director for the community
the College of Charleston and
“She’s really a wonderful garden, and will be working
did graduate work at Notre person. I can tell that she cares this year to expand the garden
Dame and Washington Uni- about her students and the from being primarily a SLUH
versity in St. Louis, studying people around her. She really garden to what its name sughistory, philosophy of science, has a ton of experience and a gests—a community garden.
and biology. Her first teach- ton of enthusiasm for teaching
“Gardening is something
ing job was at Nerinx Hall, physics,” Science Department I’m pretty passionate about,”
and she has also taught at St. chair Tim O’Keefe said. “She Corley said. “We are working
Louis Priory School and most adds so much in terms of labs toward getting more people
recently at Nipher Middle and activities. I think that stu- involved from our communiSchool in Kirkwood, where dents are going to have a lot ties—our actual neighbors.”
she taught mostly physical of fun having her as a teacher,
Corley also hopes to at- BY Nathan Rich
REPORTER		
science.
but they are also going to learn tend and help moderator Joe
Corley felt like it was a great deal in the process.”
Komos plan the Fishing Club
lumni Service Corps voltime for a change.
Corley has worked hard trips this year.
unteer Ian Wuertz will be
“I’ve been around SLUH to engage her students, using
“I have fished all my life,” joining the SLUH community
for a number of years, and I scales to work with numbers said Corley. “I grew up in this year as a freshman English
really wanted to get back to and unexpected items like Minnesota and visit my par- teacher, a JV hockey coach—
teaching physics,” she said.
soup cans.
ents who live on the lake in a sport which he has played
Corley’s transition
“My favorite part about Minnesota, and we fish in the since age five—and as a modto SLUHhas been easier than having Mrs. Corley as a teach- summer. It’s a hobby of mine erator for SLUHTube.
expected. She has been able to er is that it doesn’t feel like a that I hope to be able to share
Fresh off four years at Seride her bike to school nearly regular physics class. She tries with some other students attle University, a Jesuit school
every day, citing her husband her hardest not to let it be a here.”
where he studied philosophy
as the main reason. Settling dull class and has an enthusiand creative writing, Wuertz
into a new classroom has been asm I think we all can appreciis excited for the opportunity
to be an ASC at SLUH. As a
high schooler, he was inspired
to join the ASC by Jamie Cordia, who is now his colleague
in the English Department.
“I got involved with the
ASC program because Ms.
Cordia was actually an ASC
when I was at Regis. She was
one of my Kairos leaders,
she helped with my hockey
team, and we got really close,”
Wuertz said. “That’s really
what made me want to do
ASC.”
As an ASC, Wuertz will
be serving SLUH and the
community of Jesuit schools
around the country. As a former student of Jesuit education, Wuertz understands its
value.
|
photo Miguel Cadiz
Stacks of the yearbook.
“I think the biggest thing
On Wednesday, the 96th volume of the Dauphin Yearbook was
(with Jesuit schools) is the
distributed to students. The motto on the cover of the yearbook is
whole idea of cura personalis,
“Forming the Mosaic.” This year’s volume features 224 color pages of
care for the whole person,”
the happenings around SLUH from the 2018-2019 school year. The
Wuertz said.
yearbook staff worked hard for months to produce it.
Of his high school days,
Wuertz remembers that he

graduating class, and I only
suggested a couple people—
Sigmund was one of those
people,” said Sciuto. “I saw his
name, and I felt he would be
really good—good student,
involved in co-curriculars,
loves the school.”
When a student of SLUH,
Gusdorf wrestled for four
years, finding his core group
of friends on the team. He fell
in love with rugby after joining his junior year and went
on to play at Fairfield, where
he also studied Philosophy
and Literature. As a self-proclaimed “good, not great” student, he enjoyed his English
and history classes most.
Today, Gusdorf finds
himself fully immersed in
SLUH and the ASC program.
“My interactions with

3

him have been super positive.
He seems very committed, eager to get involved,” said math
teacher Nick Ehlman, who coordinates the ASC program at
SLUH.
Gusdorf is teaching
sophomore English, helping
in the pool hall, assisting with
freshman service, and looking
to do more as he rediscovers
SLUH from the perspective of
a teacher. He plans on assisting with the wrestling program this winter.
“He’s always been just a
quiet, hard-working guy. He
really pays attention to details.
I was very excited when I saw
he was going to be an ASC,”
said English teacher Sean
O’Brien, who coached Gusdorf in his high school

continued on page 8
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Dedicated to writing, ASC Wuertz
joins English Department

A

Dauphin Yearbook

was terrible at math and science. He would have gladly
abandoned all STEM classes
to focus on writing if it hadn’t
been for the support of his
teachers.
“My mom and teachers
were like, you’re great at writing, focus on that, but also be
good at other things. So, now
I have my writing but I’m also
very grateful for the time that I
did math and science. I’m still
terrible at it but now I know
how to work through it,” said
Wuertz.
Wuertz carried this philosophy into college where he
led several retreats through the
university’s campus ministry
that focused on rounding out
the whole person.
“Jesuits have their hands
in everybody’s pockets; it’s cool
to see where they guide us to
create the best versions of ourselves,” he said.
Wuertz is also looking forward to seeing a new
city and moving on from his
alma mater, Regis Jesuit High
School in Aurora, Colo., which
is 30 minutes south of where
he grew up in Denver.
“I didn’t want to go back
to Regis because my mom
works at Regis,” Wuertz said.
“I love my mom, of course, but
I’ve been at the same school as
her for probably 12 years.”
Wuertz will be teaching
freshmen this year, and he
hopes that will give him the
opportunity to inspire a love of

writing in his students.
“Freshman English is
where I fell in love with writing. I’m excited to be back
where I fell in love and I’m
excited to help other kids find
their spark.”
Wuertz remembers reading The Odyssey in his freshman year of high school and
looks forward to the opportunity to be on the teacher’s side
of the epic.
Overall, Wuertz hopes he
can help bring more creative
writing to the English Department.
“I think what I’m most excited to bring is more creative
writing,” Wuertz said. “It’s very
analytical essay focused, which
is great, but what really gives
students their voice and helps
them find their passion and
connect with it is the creative
side.”
Frank Kovarik, chair
of the English Department,
was quick to notice Wuertz’s
love for creative writing. “He’s
somebody who really believes
in the value of creative writing
to spur student interest and get
students engaged with literature, said Kovarik.”
“He brings a great sense
of humor and a steadiness of
purpose and demeanor (to the
English Department),” Kovarik
added.
In his free time, Wuertz
enjoys playing hockey, writing,
and playing Wii golf.
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New media initiative to engage and inspire
(continued from page 1)

phasis on teaching students
valuable skills which will help
them later in life. Alongside
this, the project also seeks to
get prospective parents and
students more interested in
SLUH. One way the project
does this is by shifting the
school’s online image.
“We want to let our students’ voices be heard in all
of our posts and updates; we
need to make them the focus,”
said Zinselmeyer.
This
student-centered
viewpoint will hopefully
prove to be more relatable to
those interested in attending
SLUH in the future. This will
also allow students to learn

how to better run important
social media accounts as well
as gain skills in the emerging
field of online marketing.
“The project right now is
really in its infancy—there are
so many paths we can take.
I’m just really excited for the
future,” said Zinselmeyer.
While the program’s day
to day activities may be run
by Zinselmeyer, the idea of
SLUH Media came from Director of Communications
Ben DuMont in direct response to research regarding
which forms of social media
best reach prospective students.
“Among several recommendations from our com-

munications review in the
spring, we are looking to shift
the balance of our communications content from ‘reach
and inform’ to ‘engage and
inspire,’” said DuMont. “We
are also aiming to leverage the
voice and showcase the good
work of our students in our
communications efforts, especially on social media. Mr.
Zinselmeyer’s new position
will advance our third century
vision by making great strides
in these areas.”
This plan for the future
will not only strive to improve
SLUH’s image and teach students important skills, but it
will also pair students up with
SLUH alumni in an attempt

to cultivate an interest in the
marketing field.
“Participating students
in SLUH Media will gain invaluable knowledge and experience through project-based
learning and interfacing with
alumni experts,” said DuMont.
While SLUH Media
may still be in its infancy, the
program’s leaders are clearly
excited to see the lasting impact it will surely leave. SLUH
Media will soon begin weekly
meetings and positions in the
organization are still open.
Anyone interested in
joining can email Zinselmeyer.

Anderson brings multitude of skills, ambitious
attitude to Campus Ministry
(continued from page 2)

pastoral team.
“She has really positive
energy. While we were training for Eucharistic ministry,
she seemed really confident
in what she was doing. She
seemed excited to be there and
really excited to work with all
of us,” said McEnery. “She’s
making an effort to get to
know everyone on the team.
She’s working hard on that.”
Knowing every student’s
name is something that Anderson prided herself on
at Rosati, but going from a
school of about 300 students
to SLUH with over 1000 is
going to make this task a bit
more difficult. Anderson recognizes the large difference in
size and is both intimidated
and excited.
“I’m just so impressed
with how big of a machine
that SLUH is. Plugging myself in here has been awesome,
but sometimes it’s a challenge

to not be as up to speed as I
want to be, (as I’m) getting
immersed into how things
work around here,” said Anderson. “I love it, but it’s so
big and there are so many cool
things and opportunities, and
fully understanding and being aware of the scope of all
of what SLUH is is just pretty
daunting at times.”
Anderson is bringing
many unique skills to Campus Ministry beyond service
direction and name-learning. Her experience as Rosati’s yearbook moderator has
proved useful to SLUH’s Campus Ministry in unexpected
ways.
“She knows (Adobe) InDesign quite well. There’s a
lot of things about Campus
Ministry that people don’t realize, but (we do) production
of documents, information
booklets, retreat manuals, and
things like that,” said Director of Campus Ministry Jo-

seph Hill, S.J. “There are a lot
of projects we could use that
software for, so that’s exciting.”
Outside of school, Anderson is very involved with
her local parish, St. Michael’s,
in Shrewsbury. She also plays
on a rec volleyball team, loves
to play board games on weekends, and can solve a Rubik’s
Cube in under two minutes.
Perhaps the greatest of her
loves, however, is her dog Penelope.
“(Penelope) is perfect
and wonderful. I am a dog
mom. She’s a chocolate lab
mutt and about 45 pounds,”
said Anderson. “She looks like
a chocolate lab puppy but she’s
full grown.”
In addition to continuing to keep score for varsity
volleyball, Anderson hopes
to join clubs around SLUH
such as Coffee Club and Strategy Board Game Club, which
piqued her interest at the activities fair. She is also opening

to getting involved with sports
teams beyond volleyball.
“Because I’ve really loved
working with the volleyball
program over the last several
years, finding other sports or
clubs or teams that I could
tag onto and just kinda help
in whatever way they need
would certainly be something
that I would find an interest in
if I have the time and availability for it,” said Anderson.
Overall, Anderson is
eager to work with Campus
Ministry this year because of
how much she loves SLUH as
an institution.
“I just love being a part of
a school that’s so focused on
its mission and very actively
lives out the mission it stands
for,” said Anderson. “And it’s
really neat to be part of the
Campus Ministry Department that really shines forth
that Jesuit identity.”

When: Sunday, September 15, 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.
Where: The Schulte Theater
Why: Understand the criteria and selection process for highly
selective admissions, Discern if selective institutions are the best
fit for your gifts and goals, and Learn about selectivity of top
scholarships at many colleges and universities
Everyone is welcome!

VP Jones leaves for
Boston
(continued from page 1)

tional time and quite a leap
of faith,” said Jones. “Making
sure that (my husband and I)
can do all we can to support
our children is important.”
On a more personal
level, Jones is trying to decide what she will do while in
Boston. Because of the short
notice of the move, she does
not have a job lined up yet,
but she hopes that she can
use her gifts to help another
non-profit organization, like
SLUH, that changes the lives
of those who pass through.
“One alumnus said to
me, when I interviewed for
the position, ‘Melissa, what
you give to SLUH, you give to
the world,’ and I have found
that is so true,” said Jones. “It’s
really rewarding and so gratifying to do development work
or philanthropic work because I have been able to help
people figure out how they
want to spend their time, talents, and treasures. It is such
an honor and privilege to be
in people’s lives in that way,
and I hope to find that again.”
In all her work in the Advancement office—reaching
out to alumni and finding out
what people love about SLUH
the most—Jones created connections with generations of
Jr. Bills and her fellow faculty. She took SLUH to new
fundraising heights, and she
found a way of doing it that
resonated with her peers and
was always looking out for the
past, present, and future of St.
Louis U. High.

“As an alum, I’m grateful for how she improved our
school; as a member of the office, I’m grateful for her trust
and ways in which she helped
me be a better part of this
team,” said Director of Annual Giving John Penilla. “Each
day, she was singularly focused on what she could do to
help the young men of SLUH.
Her leadership of Institutional
Advancement brought historic success to our fundraising,
with Cashbah and the successful launch of Go Forth of
particular note. She departs
having left a real and measurable impact on SLUH.”
For Jones, her departure
is bittersweet: she is both excited to help her daughter
pursue her dreams and sad to
leave the SLUH community
behind, but she is optimistic
that she will be able to continue to make an impact for the
school even after the move to
Boston.
“For me, personally, I
need to feel a connection and
a passion for the institution
in order to go out and raise
money for it, and I definitely
found that at SLU High,” said
Jones. “I was immediately just
filled with love and passion
about the work that we do
there every day as young men.
I love the mission of making
sure that every young man
who is qualified is accepted
regardless of economic circumstances. That is huge, and
it changes the trajectory of
people’s lives to be able to be
a part of that.”

Freshman hosts to help
prospective students
experience SLUH
(continued from page 1)

ects around the building, but
this one is custom built for
their experiences, and it’s a
great service to St. Louis U.
High,” said Gibbons.
Thomas believes the human aspect, the shadow host,
can go a long way in shaping
an eighth grader’s experience
with SLUH.
“The wild card in any
type of shadow experience
when prospective families
are considering a school is
the human element, and we’ll
do everything we can to train
the freshmen hosts to be well
prepared to serve as good
hosts and be welcoming and
to make the prospective student feel like they’re a part of
the SLUH experience,” said
Thomas.
The shadow days will effectively replace the Inside
SLUH visits for eighth graders
in the fall, but they will still
be offered to seventh graders during the spring, mostly
courtesy of Assistant Director
of Admissions and English
teacher Adam Cruz.
“I think (Mr. Cruz) became a fixture in those, and
the boys really liked hearing
from him,” said Murphy. “He
has good energy, he can really
relate his own experiences of
being a student to the boys,

and we want to continue offering that to seventh graders.”
While Inside SLUH Visits allowed prospective families to visit SLUH during a
school day, it lacked the intimate setting that shadow days
hope to provide. Thomas describes them as a “hybrid class
tour with mini observations.”
Families spend a couple hours
in the morning touring the
campus while also peeking
into a few freshmen classes,
but it’s more from an outsidelooking-in perspective.
SLUH now offers four
primary admission events—
SLUH Night, Open House, Inside SLUH Visit, and shadow
days. While all four showcase
SLUH differently, they are all
a part of a larger plan to give
families the most information
and exposure to the school as
possible.
“It’s certainly true that
other schools have shadow
programs, but very few other
schools have the depth of opportunities to visit the campus that we do,” said Gibbons.
“SLUH night is singular in
St. Louis. There’s not another
school that has a program like
that. The depth of our Open
House is really remarkable in
all the opportunities.”
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France exchange fosters language skills, cultural understanding

Students outside Mont Saint-Michel.
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BY Sam
STAFF

Tarter

A

s a part of the incoming foreign exchange
program, French students
were given the opportunity
to spend three weeks of their
summer immersing themselves in the language and
culture of France, while also
building a sense of brotherhood with their future classmates.
Led by French teacher
Kevan Morshed and English
teacher Terry Quinn and his
wife Jen, the trip started on
May 28 in Paris, first visiting the Sainte Chapelle. Afterwards, the group got dinner with Morshed’s “French
brother”—one of his host
family members that he stayed
with during his time in Paris,
similar to the trip he took his
students on.
Junior Alex Unseth has
been interested in the trip
since his freshman year, and
finally decided to go since
his mother also visited Paris
when she was his age. Unseth
wanted to experience more

of the language that he loved
and become fully immersed in
French culture.
Other students like Junior Robby Brooks looked
forward to the opportunity
of having a host brother and
the experience of having him
spend time in St. Louis later in
the year.
Following the group’s one
night stay in Paris, they travelled to Chartés, where they
got to experience a mix of
rural and urban lifestyles and
while staying with a host family, whom they lived with and
learned from for the majority
of their trip.
“My French brother––
whose name was also Alex––
his parents kept telling him
to speak in French to allow
me to be more involved with
the language. I remember the
first night with my host family
during dinner, it was difficult
to speak in French at first with
the jetlag, along with trying
to listen and eat. But as the
days progressed, it became so
much easier to always speak
the language, and I became
much more open and talkative

with the family,” said Unseth.
In learning and experiencing more of the French
culture, Unseth found more
enjoyment and interest by using the language in a natural
way with his hosts.
“Something I liked about
the French lifestyle was every
day they had their version of
happy hour, except it would
be with cheese or some sort
of appetizer, and of course the
parents would drink wine, but
it was just a nice time to talk
about the day, which was very
cool to talk to these people
like my own family, and using French to talk in that way,”
said Unseth.
While staying with their
host families, Unseth was able
to enjoy a weekend down in
southern France by the ocean,
where he had his first surfing
experience, and Brooks set up
an archery range in his family’s backyard, along with going to an amusement park.
Another exciting and fun
activity for the group was going to a Renaissance Fair; a
square full of people putting
on re-enactments, blacksmith
tents, and swordfighting demonstrations, with everyone
dressed in period-appropriate
attire.
The town also had an art
project installed there, where
giant spotlight projectors
shine onto some of the city
landmarks, projecting a beautiful color light show on the
front of the cathedral where
spiraling patterns and vibrant
colors changed on the landscape.
On June 4, the group
travelled to Normandy and
visited Omaha Beach two days
before the 75th anniversary of
the D-Day landing. The group
took a tour of the historic cementary, and students were
humbled by the huge number
of soldiers who gave their lives
during the invasion.
After their time in Nor-

mandy, the group attended
a cooking class, where each
group baked an Apple Tarte,
a dish similar to an apple pie.
While the class didn’t vary
much from American cooking, students found translating the French language while
cooking to be difficult.
On June 11, Morshed
left the trip to go back home
to care for his newborn child,
leaving the group with the
Quinns. English teacher Terry
Quinn majored in French in
college and is fluent in French.
“They were a huge help.
His French was awesome, and
he is very interested in the culture. Mrs. Quinn also gave us
a new perspective, being a female but also being interested
in photography and food. Had
I known they would be so
helpful I would’ve asked them
two years ago,” said Morshed.
Having been in France
before, Quinn was excited to
be re-immersed in the culture.
“Obviously there’s some
rust that has to come off of
your language skills in a situation like that after so many
years, but it’s a place that I love
to be, and a culture that I love,
so I was happy to find my way
back into it,” said Quinn.
On that same day that
Morshed left, the group left
Chartés and travelled back to
Paris for the trip’s final days
and spent time visiting the
Louvre art museum.
“It was very cool for me
to see all of these amazing
paintings and sculptures, and
especially for me to get a selfie
with the Mona Lisa. Seeing all
of the different pieces of artwork was like staring into the
artist’s ideas, and there was a
connection of the culture and
ideas that the artists were trying to convey,” said Unseth.
While he was a fan of
the Mona Lisa, Unseth’s favorite piece at the museum was a
sculpture named ‘The Winged
Victory of Samothrace’, de-

picting a headless sculpture
of the Greek goddess Nike,
which had been previously
shown on the masthead of a
ship prior to being displayed
as artwork.
The following day,
the students went to the Eiffel
Tower.
“It was just absolutely
amazing. You could see all of
Paris, and the expanse of it. I
am deathly afraid of heights,
but it was still an amazing experience. It had a great view of
the skyline, and all the lights
of Paris,” said Unseth.
Along with famous
monuments, the group walked
through the Catacombs,
where the group walked 3,000
feet down to the caves and
went a few miles through tunnels of uniformly piled skulls
and bones thousands of years
old, where some of the students referred to it as, “looking face to face with the dead.”
The students were also
able to visit the Notre Dame
cathedral even after its infamous burning in the beginning of summer.
“It was cool to see how
much people wanted this
monument back, and that
they were willing to start construction on it so early. My
French host brother even talked to me about how much the
French people love it, and how
it has been a very sad time for
them,” said Unseth.
Other tours included
a walk into the Mont SaintMichel, a “miniature town,”
which included shops, houses,
and a monastery. Included in
the tour was a five mile walk
through the beaches and mud
flats, which was a favorite of
Quinn’s.
During their last day in
Paris, the group took a river
cruise through the Seine River. Being able to see a miniature version of the Statue of
Liberty located there, along
with the wonderful view of

5

the river, students referred to
it as a nice and relaxing way to
end the trip.
Coming back home,
some of the students found
themselves having to re-adjust
back to simple American life,
such as ordering food and
talking again in English with
their families.
Looking back on his time
in France, Unseth is grateful
for the foundation SLUH gave
him in his French classes, and
the opportunities he had with
his new host brother, as well
as being fully immersed in
something new.
“The most important and
useful thing that I brought
from SLUH to this trip was
communicating in a language
I had so much experience with
and being able to apply it to
my time there, especially with
my host brother. I think it was
very important for me to do
this immersion trip. It was one
of the best experiences I have
ever had, and it was so cool to
experience something outside
of what you’re used to and the
world you are living in.”
For other students, like
Brooks, it inspired his appreciation for the language.
“Going on this trip affirmed me with a serious love
for France and the language.
It’s pushed me to take my language-learning to as great of
lengths as I can,” said Brooks.
The French students look
forward to their host brothers
coming to live with them in
October, to bond and reconnect over their time together
in the French culture, and to
share some of their own culture and lifestyles with those
who shared so much of their
own.

Students explore Costa Rica through service and cultural immersion
BY Bob Devoll and
Noah Apprill-Sokol
REPORTERS

I

n the rural Costa Rican
school of Fray Bartolome
Elementary, a few miles outside the small town of Santa
Cruz, excited children scrambled to desks giggling with
anticipation as senior Lazarus
Williams patiently waited at
the front of the classroom to
begin teaching.
This past summer, Williams, alongside 18 other rising juniors and seniors, took
part in St. Louis U. High’s service trip to the small inland
city of Santa Cruz in Costa
Rica. Chaperoned by Spanish teacher María-Paz Campos and English and theology
teacher Michael Mohr, S.J., the
students spent a week in midJune serving in and around
the community of Santa Cruz,
and immersing themselves in
the unique culture of Costa
Rica.
“I wanted to organize
something that would be
beyond a visit for fun and
tourism,” said Campos. “I
wanted to provide something

truly meaningful to the students and to the community
we were guests of.”
The students were split
into two groups: one group
served at the children’s daycare, Burbujitas de Amor, and
the other assisted at Fray Bartolome Elementary School.
At Fray Bartolome, SLUH
students painted murals, tiled
the floors of to-be classrooms,
and taught classes to the
younger children on topics
such as community living and
relationship building.
“I really enjoyed playing with the kids,” said junior Brendan McLaughlin.
“Our group was in charge of
teaching the kids colors, and
we planned an activity where
they would color and draw on
colored construction paper.”
At the second location,
Burbujitas de Amor, SLUH
students made their mark by
constructing fences and murals and instructing the kids
about numbers, shapes, and
colors.
“I felt like what we were
doing was making a huge impact. It was a great feeling be-

ing able to provide something
they needed and something
that would stay with them
much longer than we ourselves would,” said senior Elijah Foster.
In addition to serving at
these two schools, the experience was also heavily focused
on enriching the students’
knowledge of Costa Rican
culture. The students participated in activities such as
popular Latino dance lessons,
Hispanic cooking classes, a
wildlife refuge tour, and Spanish classes that taught Costa
Rican slang.
“This cultural aspect of
the service trip was carefully
designed to help our guys
practice their Spanish, to see
another way of life, and to
understand more about the
country and its rich heritage,”
said Mohr.
For McLaughlin, exploring the city of Santa Cruz
was one of the best excursions. “I really loved when
we walked around downtown
Santa Cruz and interacting
with the friendly people,” said
McLaughlin.

When I asked someone
a question, they were always
willing to answer. I feel that
this response is different from
the one you get in the US.”
For other students, these
activities provided a way of
learning not possible in a typical classroom environment.
“The best part about
learning about Costa Rica
through experiences was that
it provided something more
than that which could be
found in a lecture or by just
doing research,” said Foster.
“It gave us hands on experience and that allowed learning to just come naturally.”
Despite the multitude of
these fun and exotic activities,
by the end of their journey,
both the students and chaperones regarded the best part of
the experience to be the building of honest and meaningful
relationships with the people
they had served. While the
students’ struggle to surpass
the language barrier during
their time in Costa Rica was
by far the largest obstacle to
such ends, they embraced the
challenge.

Seniors Elijah Foster and Tom O’Keefe build a fence.
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“It was difficult communicating with the kids, but
then again, I had other ways of
communicating, like through
pictures and through body
language,” said Foster.
Some students found
other ways to connect on a
deeper level through small
gestures of kindness, such as
simply “making the kids paper airplanes or giving them
piggyback rides through the
school plaza,” said senior Ben
Garcia.
Ultimately, the students
gained a greater respect for
global cultures through their

mission, and a new but fundamental understanding that
through service to others,
meaningful relationships are
created regardless of physical
roadblocks.
“Costa Rica affirmed
that the best way to overcome
physical barriers such as language and culture is to trust
in the power of relationships.
Once we realize that language
and culture are not permanent
barriers to friendship, that
is when we can start to build
true connections with people,”
said Mohr.
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“If nothing else, value the truth”

Soccer falls to Chami; hopes to
bounce back against Rock Bridge
(continued from page 1)

stop SLUH.
Senior Juan Hernandez
put the Jr. Bills up one goal
with a left-footed shot from
just behind the 18-yard marker. SLUH held the lead moving
into half. In the middle of the
second half, Glendale put in
one goal evening the score, but
Hernandez quickly responded
with another of his own.
“We dominated the midfield physically and won virtually every 50/50 ball. We
also were able to establish
our presence on the field and
that allowed us to get into our
game,” said senior midfielder
John Marshall. “Once the
other team knew that we could
play, they didn’t press as hard
and that gave us the time and
space to play the way we want
to play. That was the answer.”
With SLUH up 2-1, senior Charles Neuwirth scored
a free kick to ice the game and
give the Bills the first win of
the season.
The offensive pressure
drove Glendale to retreat and
allowed SLUH to dominate
inside of Glendale’s defensive
zone.
“It was great to see that we
scored a lot of goals, especially
that we were able to grind out
the win by scoring twice in the
last 15 minutes, a game which
could have gone either way
with the rainy conditions,” said
senior Ryan Klostermann.
The team was energized
with the offensive production
versus Glendale and kept the
same energy heading into the
Castle game the next day.

ball and gave another rebound
opportunity to Andy Mujezinovic who cashed in, once
again, from five yards out.
SLUH’s midfield dominance
carried them through the rest
of the game and they held the
shutout. The game ended 2-0.
Returning players have
been excited to see a switch in
their team’s playing style.
“The defense played great,
and we created great chances,”
said Klostermann. “We scored
more goals in that 24 hours
than we did in two months last
year.”
Following these successes, SLUH looked ahead to their
biggest test thus far against fellow MCC school Chaminade.
The Jr. Bills came into the
Chaminade game 2-0 after
their previous dominant wins.
The team was excited and had
a newfound swagger.
“Everyone was pumped
for the game,” said senior captain Ethan Joly. “Especially
since it’s Chaminade. This was
the game that would tell the
team what they can potentially
do when playoff time comes
by. Chaminade ranks as one of
the higher teams this season,
so a win or making it a hardfought battle would be a great
sign for our team.”
The first half of the game
was a stellar defensive performance by SLUH. Chaminade
put on the heat early. SLUH
couldn’t seem to get much going on offense due to Chaminade’s speed and tough midfield.
“They definitely outpossessed us but we handled

Maks Juric (14) settling the ball against Chaminade.

“I thought that we did a
really nice job of mixing up our
style of play against Castle—if
you will. We looked good on
the quick transitions, but also
we were able to keep the ball
for long periods of time too,”
said Klostermann.
The Castle game started
with the Jr. Bills dominating
the midfield and getting a lot
of scoring opportunities—just
like the night before. The first
goal came off of a rebound shot
from a pass to the middle. Senior Andy Mujezinovic scored
the quick rebound shot to put
the Bills up midway through
the first half.
At the start of the second
half, SLUH continued their
quick transitions and advantageous play in the midfield.
They won nearly every 50/50

Sports

their attack very well,” said
centerback Kevin Stein. “We
did make some mistakes but
recovered each time.”
SLUH’s best opportunity
in the half came when senior
Maks Juric made a play on the
ball from six yards out but the
Chaminade defender stopped
the potential scoring opportunity. Goalie Peter Hermann
was impenetrable in the first
half, denying all of Chaminade’s opportunities. Coach
Bob O’Connell was impressed
with the defense as well.
“We were defensively organized and had good speed
on the ball to take away major
opportunities,” said O’Connell.
“Peter was great for this game
as well.’’
The game remained a 0-0
tie at halftime.

In the second half, SLUH
started to get more time in the
offensive zone, but with 19:30
left in the game, a Chaminade
striker buried a goal past Hermann for the game’s first score.
“We stopped moving for
one second and the guy made
a great play,” said O’Connell.
SLUH, however, was not
distraught.
“I feel our team morale
and chemistry is one of the
strongest aspects of our game,”
said Juric.
Only a minute later, Klostermann made an incredible
move on the left wing to get
by a Chaminade defender, and
sent a cross that was just out
of the reach of striker Michael
Heinlein for what would have
been a tap-in goal. After that
chance, however, it was a stalemate in the midfield.
Hermann made the
game’s best save with 2:37 left
on the clock to give SLUH one
last chance to tie up the game.
SLUH couldn’t get anything
else going and Chaminade
stalled out the clock for a 1-0
win.
O’Connell thought that
the team put in a solid performance with few minor
mistakes, but has no doubts
that this team can hang with
Chaminade when they play
again later in the season.
“We could’ve had better
communication defensively,
especially on the goal, but that
will get better as the season
goes along,” said O’Connell.
“We’ll be there right at the end
when we have to play these
guys again.”
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After a 5-1 loss against
Chaminade last year, the game
was a step in the right direction.
“This game against Chami
left us frustrated but definitely
optimistic. We competed for
the entire game and, unlike
last year, had a great chance to
go on and win. Knowing that
we can hang with these guys is
just going to encourage all of
us to work that much harder to
have the edge next time we see
them on the field,” said Marshall.
Although the loss stung,
the varsity soccer team is slowly finding their footing and is
ready to battle it out against
Rock Bridge on Saturday at
11:45 at Rock Bridge.
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Zimmerman eyes strong comeback
after putt putt catastrophe
BY Nicholas Dalaviras
NEWS EDITOR

enior swim and dive captain Andrew Zimmerman
had to ask his teammates what
had just happened at the mini
golf course in Los Angeles
when he was socked in the eye
with a golf ball this summer.
The weeks following would
continue to be confusing and
scary for Zimmerman, who
still has partial blindness in his
eye, even though everything
has mostly turned out fine in
the end.
Zimmerman was in Los
Angeles for the USA Water
Polo National Junior Olympics
in July along with his club team,
the Jungle Cats, which many
SLUH players compete for.
The team had decided to have

and a half after I flew back to
St. Louis, I put blankets over
my windows to block out all
the light. I literally just sat in
the pitch black and listened
to music for two days straight
because any light just hurt. It
wasn’t fun.”
The following week featured lots of doctor appointments, a surprisingly small
amount of pain, and a little bit
of fear.
“(The day I had to get a
CT scan) was the one filled
with the most anticipation,”
said Zimmerman. “Depending on how the CT scan came
back, it would decide whether
or not I would have to get surgery or not. From one to five
p.m. that day my family and I
just sat around waiting to hear

After even more tests and
appointments with a glaucoma
specialist, Zimmerman was
diagnosed with angle recession, which would most likely
lead to glaucoma. He was not
worried about the potential
for glaucoma; however, it was
other implications of the diagnosis that brought him to a
brief standstill.
“That day was when we
got the worst news of all,”
said Zimmerman. “The glaucoma specialist told me that I
could never play contact sports
again. It was devastating, and
for the first five minutes, I just
sat there in shock.”
Hoping to play collegiate
water polo, Zimmerman panicked after not having been
warned by any of his previous

some fun during a break on
Sunday night during the tournament. However, the night
out would mark the beginning
of an excruciating journey for
Zimmerman after one of his
non-SLUH teammates recklessly took a full club swing just
yards away from him, hurtling
the ball right at his eye.
“Some of my teammates
and I were playing mini-golf,
and then, all of a sudden, the
next thing I felt was immense
pain,” said Zimmerman. “I was
out of it for a while. I just felt
really nauseous and tired. My
vision was blurry, and it looked
pretty bad.”
Luckily, Zimmerman has
an extended family full of renowned glaucoma specialists
who guided him to the USC
Medical Center emergency
room, where he received a diagnosis from a resident eye
doctor around midnight.
“I don’t really remember
much, but (the doctor) performed some tests on me for
about an hour, and some of
them were torture,” said Zimmerman. “Wow, they were awful.”
The resulting diagnosis
consisted of multiple damages
to various parts of the eye: a
scratched cornea, commotio
retinae, and traumatic optic
neuropathy with even more
complications coming to light
in the succeeding weeks. Essentially, Zimmerman lost
partial vision in his eye and
developed temporary light
sensitivity.
“When you have a
scratched cornea, you’re really light sensitive,” said Zimmerman. “So, for the next day

about the results. I was still in
shock that I might have to get
my first surgery over this.”
That night, the doctor
called and confirmed that
Zimmerman would have to
receive a surgery dealing with
his orbital fracture. A muscle
in the eye had gotten caught in
the fracture and had to be removed. If the surgery was not
done, the bone would grow
around the muscle and cause
permanent damage.
“I’m basically a perfectly
healthy kid in every other way,”
said Zimmerman. “It was just
kind of a nuisance to have to
get my first surgery.”
The surgery was successful.
“The worst part, honestly,
was the IV,” said Zimmerman.
Besides having to ice his
eye for 20 minutes every hour,
Zimmerman’s recovery was
filled entirely with positives.
He could shower again without a saran wrap eyepatch after
a couple days, and was cleared
to drive after a week.
“My good eye was still
perfectly fine, and you only
need one eye to drive legally,”
said Zimmerman. “That was
honestly great news, to be able
to drive, it was awesome.”
With the swim season
quickly approaching at the
time, he also found out that he
would only miss the first week
of practice.
Just when everything
seemed to be okay though,
another golf ball of sorts came
hurtling out of nowhere. Luckily, this one was a scare that
missed Zimmerman, who
made it out with his water polo
career intact.

specialists of the possibility of
losing his water polo future.
However, there was no need to
worry.
Refusing to believe that
this new doctor’s assessment
could be right after so many
appointments, he contacted
his uncle and great aunt, both
glaucoma specialists. They
both told him that as long as he
wore protective eyewear, there
should be nothing stopping
him from playing in the spring
and into the future.
“I’ve been basically living
a normal life besides having to
get glasses,” said Zimmerman.
With the situation behind
him now, Zimmerman is ready
to take on his next goal: lead
the swim team to its first ever
back-to-back state championship seasons. While there was
a lot of doubt as to how his
injury would affect his state
hopes going into the season,
Zimmerman seems primed to
return to the same form he was
in last year as the fastest nonsenior 100 freestyler at the
2018 Class 2 MSHSAA State
Championships.
“As Coach Ehret always
says, ‘It’s not that bad,’” said
Zimmerman. “I mean I got
lucky. The ‘bad’ news isn’t even
that bad.”
He is just glad to have
received so much support
throughout his recovery and
has been touched by the nice
messages he has gotten.
“After the injury, it was
really heartening to see how
many people snapchatted me
to ask how I was doing,” said
Zimmerman. “In that aspect,
it’s been kind of nice to see how
much people care.”

S
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The war at Battle: football starts season 1-0 in offensive shootout
BY Blake Obert and
Luke Altier

SPORTS EDITOR, CORE STAFF

A

new and improved
SLUH football team
with an electric young core
and returning group of senior
veterans geared up and went
to war against Battle High
School last Friday. Thanks to
a powerful offense, a merciless defensive line, and a precise special teams unit, the Jr.
Billikens emerged victorious,
and succeeded in their mission to come back home 1-0.
The first quarter did not
start off as planned for the Jr.
Bills. On the first play of the
game, senior running back
Kellen Porter fumbled the
ball, and two plays later, on
Third and 10, Porter fumbled
again. Fortunately for SLUH,
the ball slipped past the Battle defense and went out of
bounds, giving them a first
down.
Despite the rough start,
SLUH showcased their short
memory and started to roll
offensively. Sophomore receiver Ike Thompson secured
the first first down of the
game, along with a 52-yard
gain, placing the Jr. Bills in
the red zone. They were able
to complete the drive after an
8-yard gain from Porter set up
senior quarterback Brendan
Hannah to throw a 10-yard
corner route to sophomore
Chris Brooks for a diving
touchdown. SLUH took the
lead 6-0 early, but the PAT
was blocked.
SLUH did not get to enjoy the lead for long though,
as Battle fought back quickly
with a kickoff return touchdown, as well as completing
their own PAT to take the lead
7-6.
“We had way too many
unforced errors and part of
that is we came out a bit overly excited for our first game,”
said head coach Mike Jones.

“So we just had to calm down,
we were unfocused,”
The Jr. Bills offense
marched downfield to Battle’s
45-yard line, but some lackluster play left them trapped in a
fourth and 17 situation. Then,
junior punter Tyler Ridgeway
perfectly placed his kick on
the one-yard line, where the
defense subsequently bagged
its first safety of the game for
an 8-7 lead.
After Porter’s 11-yard
touchdown rush with 2:57 left
in the first, SLUH led 15-7.
The rest of the quarter would
remain scoreless.
Battle made it clear they
were not going down without
a fight by scoring a 39-yard
touchdown to start the second
quarter, followed by a crafty
trick play for the two-point
conversion, when Battle’s running back threw up a pass that
looked similar to a pull up
jump shot to their tight end,
tying the game at 15-15.
On Battle’s next possession, SLUH came up with a
clutch third down sack that
put Battle all the way back to
their 3-yard line. The special
teams came up with another
huge play, as senior defensive end Luke Schuermann
blocked the punt on fourth
down. While everyone on
the SLUH sideline believed
the block should have been a
touchdown, as it was blocked
inside the end zone, The referees saw it differently, saying
that the ball had gone out of
bounds. SLUH scored another
safety to go up 17-15.
After several scoreless
drives, the Jr. Bills offense
came through again without
too much resistance from the
Battle defense. Sophomore
receiver Luke Ratterman
nabbed a 10-yard reception,
and Porter followed with his
second consecutive touchdown for SLUH off of a 10yard rush to the end zone, for

a 24-15 lead at half.
Battle started off the second half rejuvenated, and took
the ball to the end zone quickly after a few long runs, including a 43-yard touchdown
run. Battle then showcased
more creativity on special
teams with another running
back pass off of a sweep to
close the score to 24-23.
“We had to make a lot of
adjustments after half,” said
senior linebacker Anthony
Bohannon. “They came out
with something completely
different at halftime.”
Following a three and

game, as Schuermann’s legs
started cramping and he had
to be carried off the field.
This was not the first loss to
injury in the game though,
as Brooks’ diving touchdown
left him unable to return and
sent him to the hospital. This
left the Jr. Bills without two of
their starting pass catchers, as
well as a large hole to fill on
defense.
“Every single time I felt
better I tried to get up and
something else hurt,” said
Schuermann. “At some point
I was just like, ‘Okay it’s going
to be awhile before I get back

art | Bob DeVoll

out, Battle proved that this
game was not going to come
easy with a huge rushing
touchdown. Battle was on top
31-24.
“We knew that they
were gonna be a good team.
We also knew they also had
a good running back,” said
Porter. “We just knew whenever we got the opportunity to
make big plays we had to get
them.”
The next drive for the
Jr. Bills came with one of the
largest tribulations of the

in, but I might as well encourage my teammates and try to
keep them going.’”
The Jr. Bills retaliated the
next drive after a deep pass
put them on the 3-yard line,
where Porter punched in another rushing touchdown.
The extra point tied the game
at 31-31.
Special teams continued
to pull their weight on the
next drive, as Battle struggled
to secure the ball off the kickoff and SLUH almost stole
another safety. On Battle’s first

XC wins at O’Fallon, varsity looks to Granite City

BY :

Mitchell Booher and
Peter LaBarge

Through the one-mile
mark of the sophomore
race, the Jr. Bills had a
he XC Bills trekked strong pack near the front
east to the cornfields of
O’Fallon, Ill. on Wednesday
for the O’Fallon Futures Invitational. Although varsity
and JV do not race until Saturday, St. Louis U. High’s
freshman and sophomore
teams had impressive days,
taking in their respective
races.
Wyatt Seal led the
freshman team to a 16-point
victory over meet host
O’Fallon, with a 17:54
three-mile time good for
fifth place. After a 40-second gap, a pack of freshmen
Nolan Mearam, Tim Greiner, Carter Lowe, Nicholas
Purschke, and Will Riggan
came flying in, finishing
11th through 14th and 16th.
Tyler Barks rounded out the
top seven in 17th place with
a time of 19:23.
“It just felt really good
to finally see all the hard led by Baker Pashea and
work me and all of us fresh- Justin Glass, who were hip
men have put in over the to hip through two miles
last few weeks finally pay while the rest of the pack
off,” said Seal. “It was great fell off. The two finished in
to get a race in.”
a dramatic fashion as Pashea
REPORTER

T

play, SLUH’s defense blew up
Battle’s play in the backfield
after the DBs read a screen
pass and made a tackle in the
end zone. The third safety of
the game gave SLUH the lead,
33-31.
“In defensive practices
we practice playing against
plays that they might run,”
said Bohannon. “More reps
against the plays they were
running made us ready to be
in the right spots in the right
moments.”
But, Battle regained the
lead. After a SLUH turnover, a
long scoring drive, and a two
point conversion, they led 3933.
“The thing about our defense is that we were able to
hold them as long as we didn’t
give up the big plays,” said
Jones. “But they did have at
least three big plays for touchdowns.”
SLUH struck back. A big
pass off of a scramble from
Hannah, and a fantastic grab
from Ratterman drove the Jr.
Bills to Battle’s 33-yard line. As
the fourth quarter got underway, the offense pounded forward, After another blocked
another PAT, the game was
tied at 39-39.
“We had to put in the
next guy after those injuries,”
said Ratterman. “(The young
guys) all stepped up and started making big plays.”
With the pressure at an
all-time high, the defense had
to make a stop. Thompson
intercepted a pass from the
Battle quarterback on the first
play of their drive. The offense
followed suit with good playmaking of their own, securing Porter another easy spot
to punch in his fifth TD of the
game for a 46-39 lead.
“I just followed big Joe,
Zach (Stephenson), and the
big boys, and they led me to
the promised land. I give it
all to those guys,” said Porter.

out-kicked Glass in the last helping the Jr. Bills secure see what more we can ac400 meters to finish second a dominant first place team complish as the season goes
(17:15) and third (17:18), finish over Edwardsville.
on.”
while Graham Sanfillipo
“I was really happy
Now that the underclassmen have a race under
their belts, it’s time for the
juniors and seniors to join
them. This Saturday, the
varsity toes the line at the
Granite City Invitational,
where they look to repeat
as team champions. While
they are missing senior Joe
Callahan to a foot injury, seniors Lucas Rackers, Noah
Scott, Adam Mittendorf,
and Peter Dillion, along
with juniors Daniel Hogan and Hayden Zenor and
sophomore Grant Brawley,
will focus on running as a
unit.
“We want to focus on
pack running and closing
our gaps,” said head coach
Joe Porter. “Our focus
should not be on any other
team except ourselves. If we
go out there and run our
art | Will Blaisdell
race, we’ll do pretty well.”
(fourth; 17:53) and Joe and pleasantly surprised
The gun goes off for
LaBarge (seventh; 18:05) by the way we worked out the three mile varsity race
rounded out the medallers. there. I know a lot of guys at 9:10 Saturday morning at
Tad Gray, the ever-impor- have been putting in work Wilson Park in Granite City,
tant fifth SLUH runner, fin- and it definitely showed,” and with that, racing season
ished with a time of 19:15, said Pashea. “I’m excited to will be officially here.
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“After they set the front for me
I just followed them and used
my athletic ability to get to the
next level.”
But Battle, well, battled,
putting together another long
drive to retake the lead, 47-46,
with 2:46 left.
“We constantly had to
make a lot of adjustments,”
said Bohannon. “Guys were
just getting tired.”
SLUH had the ball on the
20-yard line to start their final
offensive drive. On the first
play, Ike Thompson grabbed
a pass from Hannah on a
post route and took it to the
crib to regain the lead, 52-47.
But the two-point conversion
failed. So, despite the excitement, the game was not over
yet. The Battle offense still had
two and a half minutes left to
make something happen.
After SLUH made three
big stops in a row, forcing a
fourth and 11 situation, Battle
pulled off a late conversion to
keep their chances alive.
The next four downs
were the biggest of the game.
A short run, an incomplete
pass, and a short gain on third
down left Battle with three
yards to go on fourth down.
But a penalty pushed them
back another five. And on
fourth and 8, Schuermann,
who had miraculously reentered the game for the last
defensive series, hounded the
quarterback and took him
down for a sack to secured the
first win of the regular season
for the Jr. Bills. The final score
was 52-47.
The team now sets its
eyes on Ladue, whom they
will play in the illustrious
Running of the Bills game tonight at 7:00.
“It’s gonna be a hard
fought game, but I think we
should have a dub,” said Porter. “Come and support and
we’ll get the job done.”

Underclassmen
Briefs
C Soccer (1-0-1)
9/3-Chaminade
SLUH
0 1
1
Chaminade 0 1
1
Goals: Jacob McCarthy
9/4-St. Dominic
SLUH
1 1
2
St. Dominic 0 1
1
Goals: Sam Tieber,
Noah Probst
B Soccer (0-2)
9/2-Chaminade
SLUH
1 1 2
Chaminade 1 3 4
Goals: Ben Ridgway,
Charlie Stewart
9/3-Vianney
SLUH
0 0
Vianney
1 0

0
1

JV Football (0-1)
9/3-Battle
SLUH 0 0 0 0 0
Battle
8 8 0 18 3 4

Compiled by: Louis Cornett
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George Staley, ’10, says Mass
Newly-ordained SLUH alum
the Rev. George Staley, ’10, returned to campus to say Mass
for the Class of 2020. The
Mass took place last Friday
in the chapel during activity
period and was the first class
Mass of the new school year.
During his homily, Staley encouraged the seniors to finish
strong as their time at SLUH
is winding down. Staley is one
of two SLUH alum priests that
have been invited this year by
Director of Campus Ministry
Joseph Hill, S.J. to celebrate
Mass on campus. The Rev.
Stephen Schumacher, ’08 will
be saying Mass for the sophomore class today.
First AMDG Meeting
Last Thursday, the first
AMDG Meeting was held at
SLUH. At the AMDG Meeting, SLUH parents gathered
to grow spiritually and listen
to Mr. Ed Hogan speak on

Friday, September 6

the topic: What is prayer and
what is not prayer? Many
parents reflected on ways to
deepen their own prayer life
and change the way that they
pray. One of the organizers of
the AMDG Meetings, the Rev.
Michael Mohr, S.J. said, “I love
the parent AMDG Meetings
because they bring parents
towards a common mission,
which is the same mission we
have with our students.” The
AMDG Meetings bring parents of the SLUH community
closer to the students and help
them both to develop similar
views on Ignatian Spirituality.

units were original to the 1996
construction of the building.
The reason for the replacement of the units was because
the compressor went out. The
new units also meet the required SEER rating (seasonal
energy efficiency ratio) of 13.
For more information, read
New Air Conditioners
the full article in next week’s
Students were not allowed to issue of the Prep News.
enter the Danis Lobby yesterday as there was a tall crane IBL Speakers
outside the Schulte Theatre. Yesterday, the Ignatian BusiThe reason was that the two ness Leaders hosted their first
air conditioners on top of the speakers with two financial
Danis Lobby were being re- planners from Plancorp, a
placed. According to Director full service financial planning
of Facilities Joe Rankin, both and wealth management firm

based in St. Louis. Mike Esson, father of Michael Esson,
’18, contacted IBL moderator Kevin Foy to see if he had
any interest in having some of
his financial planners come
speak to students. The speakers highlighted some of their
day-to-day operations and
explained how students could
get involved. The IBL Club
plans to continue hosting
speakers on the first and third
Thursdays of each month.
—TJ Giunta, Jack Andrew, Ben
Klevorn, and Carter Fortman

Gusdorf excited for ASC experience
(continued from page 3)

wrestling days. Now, O’Brien
mentors Gusdorf in a new
arena—the classroom.
“It’s been a really cool
experience just to see him,
because I got to really see
him grow just as a freshman
through senior year, which
was amazing to watch, and
then to see him again—it’s
pretty cool,” said O’Brien.
His interest in teaching
budded in Sciuto’s freshman

theology class. The class was
known for being difficult,
but turned many, including
Gusdorf, into fans of Sciuto’s
teaching style and demanding
approach.
“It was a really challenging class. He challenged us
to be more than I thought I
could. I was really inspired by
that,” said Gusdorf. “I wanted
to be in that position some
day.”
While he knew the ASC

program would fulfill his
teaching aspirations, the community aspect of the program
was something he wasn’t as
aware of.
The ASCs live in community sharing a house near
the SLUH campus. Gusdorf
lives with fellow English ASC
Ian Wuertz, two ASCs serving
at De Smet, and one serving at
Loyola Academy.
“You’re
encouraged
to live in community, and

that means you’re sharing
with each other, you’re helping each other in low times,
you’re sharing in each other’s
high times—you’re making
an effort to be in each other’s
lives,” said Gusdorf. “I think
we’re doing a really great job
of building community and
sharing in each other’s experiences.”

SLUHSERS: EPISODE TWO

Regular Schedule

Freshman Fun Day
Running of the Bills
7:00AM First Friday Mass
AP
Sophomore Class Mass
Maryville University
Providence College
Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
4:15PM Swimming & Diving vs Francis Howell Central
JV Soccer @ John Burroughs
7:00PM V Football vs Ladue

Saturday, September 7

9:00AM C, JV, V Cross Country @ Granite City Invitational
10:00AMB Soccer @ Rock Bridge
11:00AMSwimming & Diving @ Ladue Invitational
11:45AMV Soccer @ Rock Bridge
Regular Schedule
Monday, September 9
AP

Theology Speaker for Seniors
Boston University
Rockhurst University
Southern Methodist University
Marian University
Snack—Chicken Bites
Lunch Special—Chick-Fil-A
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
4:30PM B Football @ Ladue
4:45PM C Soccer vs Fort Zumwalt
5:00PM Admissions Parent Ambassadors Orientation
6:15PM B Soccer vs Collinsville
Regular Schedule
Tuesday, September 10
Emergency Drills
AP
Junior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Mac & Cheese Bites
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Chapman University
Truman State University
University of Kentucky
3:45PM C Soccer @ St. John Vianney
5:00PM JV Soccer vs Gibault
6:00PM Movie Presentation for Parents
6:45PM V Soccer vs Gibault

Wednesday, September 11 Regular Schedule
Food Drive
Emergency Drills
AP
Snack—Pizza Stick
Lunch Special—Brunch for Lunch
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
University of Kansas
Kalamazoo College
3:30PM Swimming & Diving vs Fort Zumwalt West
4:00PM C Soccer @ Priory
4:15PM JV Soccer vs CBC
Regular Schedule
Thursday, September 12
Food Drive
AP
Junior Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Shadow Host Training
Miami University Oxford
Snack—Bosco Stick
Lunch Special—Papa John’s Pizza
Vegetaian—Sweet Potatoes
Columbia College
4:00PM C Soccer @ Edwardsville
4:15PM B Soccer vs Webster Groves
5:00PM V Soccer @ Webster Groves
6:00PM JV Soccer vs STL United Varsity
6:00PM M/C Craft Workshop for Card Party

Friday, September 13
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Johno “Venmo” Jackson
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Food Drive
AP
Junior Class Mass
Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch Special—Chinese
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La Salle University
University of Chicago
Trinity University
Franklin & Marshall College
4:00PM B Soccer @ Ft. Zumwalt West
4:30PM C Soccer @ Hazelwood West
6:30PM V Soccer @ Helias
7:00PM V Football @ De Smet
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84.1 Corrections
On page 11, a photo of the Mass of the
Holy Spirit was attributed to Mrs. Kathy
Chott. It should have been attributed to
senior Miguel Cadiz.
On page 12, we mentioned Mr. Matt
Sciuto opens the library every morning.
It is Deacon Allen Boedeker who opens
the library every morning.

