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Social media incident
stokes racial tension
Hopes for healing,
reconciliation
Johno Jackson
EDITOR IN CHIEF

A

social media incident this
week involving a video
posted by a St. Louis U. High
student featuring the use of a
racial slur has prompted difficult conversations and triggered the usage of the newlyformed discipline board.
The post was first brought
to the attention of SLUH faculty by a student who saw the
video last weekend. The video
was then brought to the attention of Assistant Principal for
Student Life Brock Kesterson.
Five students appear in the
video, including the student
who filmed and posted the
content.
“You get frustrated, you
get hurt for everyone involved,” said Kesterson. “Then
you try to think about what
you have to do to try and make
it right.”
On Monday, ACES (Association for Cultural Enrichment at SLUH) met to discuss
the situation.
“That gave students a
chance to process their feelings about what had happened
and the aftermath of it. That
led to some good conversations,” said Director of Equity
and Inclusion Frank Kovarik.
For Kovarik, meetings
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like this are a primary way
for students to articulate their
perspectives and hear from
others.
“I’m sure that if we perceive that there is still a lot of
confusion or a desire to process this more, we’ll talk about
this at upcoming ACES meetings or BSU (Black Student
Union) meetings...and those
meetings are open to all,” said
Kovarik. “If anyone does have
those concerns, I’d invite them
to come to those meetings and
raise that issue.”
In addition to the ACES
meeting, BSU leaders also met
with the student who posted
the video. The meeting, a
originated by ACES moderator Dan Schuler, took place on
Wednesday morning. The parties are made to engage with
each other and, ideally, for the
offending party to come to
an understanding of the pain
caused and sentiments behind
personal offense taken. This
type of dialogue, which can
be characterized as restorative
justice, helps address some of
the issues punitive discipline
doesn’t address. Rather than
looking to handbook policy
delivering a blunt sentence,
an opportunity for growth is
presented.

Spirit Week ends on high note with Pep Rally
and Ultimate Tailgate
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Junior Andrew Munie on the slip-n-slide Friday after school.
BY Braden Kramer and
Kyle McEnery
STAFF, REPORTER		

W

ith students flying
through the air of the
Danis Field House with mini
basketballs and heads of lettuce, StuCo did not disappoint the SLUH community
after a phenomenal close to
last week’s Spirit Week with
an Olympic-themed Pep Rally during activity period and
the Ultimate Tailgate after
continued on page 4 school.

During last Friday’s activity period, Student Council and Blue Crew hosted a
pep rally with an Olympic
theme that they called SLUHlympics. The rally had three
different events, each class
having five representatives
competing as a team for the
prize: a dress down day Monday.
“We started planning
it two weeks ahead of time,
which wasn’t all that much,
but we were really, really fo-

cused when actually planning,” said senior and StuCo
Spirit Leader Victor Stefanescu. “We came up with a lot
of the main structural ideas
in the first meeting with Blue
Crew.”
The rally opened with a
video of the Jr. Billiken carrying the torch of the SLUHlympics into the Field House.
As soon as the video ended,
the Jr. Billiken ran onto the
court the torch in hand, followed by Blue Crew and a

representative from each
sports team who won a state
championship last year, including hockey, swimming,
racquetball, rifle, and water
polo.
“It was cool to be able
to walk out and feel the immense energy of the student
body supporting the countless hours of work we put into
the season,” said state champion senior water polo player
Michael Kreienkamp. “It was

continued on page 4

Beth Voegtli to bring experience as
new Director of Human Resources
BY Ben Klevorn
NEWS EDITOR

B

Robots have taken over the art gallery. For more photos, see page 5.
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eth Voegtli joined the St.
Louis U. High staff on
Monday as the Director or
Human Resources, a newly
created position.
The position itself will
include several responsibilities, most notably overseeing the hiring process of new
faculty and staff and making
sure benefits and opportunities in professional development are adequate.
Voegtli will oversee the
hiring process that opens
up in the spring, though administrators and department
chairs will still be in charge

News

Agniel Promoted
Promotion! Agniel steps up to fill
role left by a departed Jones.
Page 2

News

Robotics Competition
Rah Rah Robotbills! Robotics
takes third at Lindenwood University competition. Page 2

of making hiring decisions.
Voegtli will be working more
on the logistical aspect of
the hiring process—running
advertisements, job descriptions, and answering phone
calls.
Voegtli will also be
working closely to make sure
faculty members have good
opportunities in professional
development, which is how
teachers stay up to date in
their field of study.
“Professional development is a way for the faculty
and staff to be constantly
improving the skill sets and
pieces who work here,” said
Komos. “And that directly

Feature

Swimming
Back to back on the big stage!
SLUH Swim and Dive breaks records at huge CoMo meet. Page 8

Sports

Soccer
BAR DOWN! Soccer continues
hot streak to improve to 10-4-1
on the year. Page 8

impacts you in the classroom, because obviously the
higher the level of education
a teacher has the more they
can bring to the classroom
and make your experience
better.”
There are a lot of opportunities that fall under
the category of professional
development, including new
studies for certain fields and
new teaching practices. Embarking on a sabbatical and
pursuing Ph.D can also be
included under professional
development, and in recent
years SLUH has had teachers
take advantage of those op-

continued on page 4
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Robotics takes third place finish in first
competition of the year

Senior Luke Giunta working on the robot.
BY Carter Fortman and
Jack Figge

REPORTERS		

T

he St. Louis U High robotics team placed third
in an off-season competition
held at Lindenwood University last weekend to introduce
the new robotics members to
the competition.
SLUH competed against
32 other schools in a contest
that was modeled after last
year’s final competition of
the season. Using the same
robot from last year, teams
had to move cargo from one
area to an awaiting rocket
ship. For the first 15 seconds
of the challenge, the operator
was cast in complete darkness, and had to rely on cameras and sensors on the robot
to maneuver it around the

course. After time was up, the
blindfolds were taken off and
the competition proceeded.
As the robot picked up
the cargo (large playground
balls) from the different areas,
a system was needed to keep
the cargo from falling out of
the robot. SLUH devised a
system using suction cups to
pull circular disks up to keep
the cargo in place.
At the end of the match,
SLUH saw an opportunity to
gain extra points by having
the robot climb up to a 19inch platform.
“We really saw that we
could gain a lot of points by
climbing at the very end that
scored us a bunch of points
and really helped us out,” said
Robotics Club moderator
Craig Hinders.
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SLUH ended the preliminary round 4-1, losing
only when their robot twisted
and fell over, breaking the lift
mechanism and preventing
SLUH from scoring enough
points.
Still making the cutoff in
fifth place, SLUH advanced,
and went 2-0 in the quarterfinals. But then in the semifinals, SLUH ran into some bad
luck when another robot fell
onto SLUH’s robot, breaking
the main power switch and
disabling the robot.
Overall, SLUH was still
able to finish strong, placing
third in the tournament.
The student leaders and
the moderators of the Robotics Club saw the tournament
as a major success in achieving their main goal.

“The main focus of this
competition was to introduce
freshmen and new people to
robotics to the actual Robotics
Competition,” said club president senior Luke Giunta. “The
competition provided the Robotics Club an opportunity to
teach the new members about
how the competition works
and key skills that are needed
in order to be successful.”
Some things the team
wanted to teach the newcomers were the skills of scouting—analyzing other teams
to determine the best ones to
ally with and controlling the
robot.
“It was all about giving
them the experience of being at a competition, with less
pressure,” said Blittschau.
With the robotics season
not starting until January, the
club is planning to educate
the new members on another
important topic: how to build
and program a robot. The
robot the team is currently
working to build is a rugby
ball launcher.
“It (the rugby ball
launcher) ties in a lot of the
basic components of the robot that we will begin building staring in January,” said
Hinders. “The kids will order
the parts and start building it
and program it like the robot
we will build in January.”
“It was a great experience
overall and very beneficial for
all who were able to show up,”
said Blittschau. “We are feeling very good about the actual
season.”

Agniel promoted to Vice President of
Institutional Advancement after Jones departure
BY Nathan Rich and
Matthew Mays

Advancement Melissa Jones,
SLUH has announced the
promotion of former Adfter the bittersweet de- vancement Chief of Staff
parture of former Vice Sean Agniel, ‘96, as her sucPresident of Institutional cessor. Agniel has been servREPORTERS		

A

Agniel at a faculty meeting.
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ing as a member of SLUH’s
Advancement Department
for the past three years. Before coming to SLUH, Agniel had been involved with
Jesuit education for more
than a decade.
Agniel, whose previous
role was Chief of Staff, ran a
lot of the day to day work of
the Advancement office and
regularly interacted with the
Advancement team. His new
position will include more
responsibilities, but his colleagues, like Director of Annual Giving John Penilla,
have faith that he will do a
good job.
“It’s a step up, but (Agniel) has a great grasp of everything going on already,”
Penilla said. “It’s a natural
fit.”
SLUH’s Advancement
Department has had major
success with its fundraising
events and alumni relations,
and Agniel explained that in
moving forward, he hopes to
contribute to preserving this
success.
“There’s mostly an exercise in continuity,” said Agniel. “We are a very tight knitteam, and I believe most of
what I will be doing will be
consistent with what we as a
team have been doing.”

When talking about his
promotion, Agniel humbly
paid tribute to Jones.
“Everything we did
at SLUH was better with
(Mrs. Jones) being involved
and having her eyes and
her sharp mind,” said Agniel. “We’re definitely going
to have a transition where
we don’t have the benefit of
her great leadership. On the
other hand, while it might
take us some time to find
our stride, the talent of the
people that have joined us
recently has tons of potential.”
Agniel loves being a
part of the SLUH community as a key member of the
Advancement Department.
“Coming to SLUH, one
of the things that has been a
real treat has been getting to
know the faculty and getting
to work closely with them on
pastoral programs such as
retreats, all school Masses,
and days of retreat with faculty,” said Agniel. “We have
people in our department
who are amazing at what
they do, and it is a pleasure
to be with them. Having the
opportunity to know those
types of people allows you to
learn a lot from them.”

Two juniors represent
SLUH at One STL
Climate Change Panel
BY Harrison Petty and
Nick Campbell
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uniors Carter Fortman and
Albert Harrold represented
SLUH at the One STL Climate
Change panel on Sept. 29th,
which featured seven students presenting to a crowd
of more than 40 people. The
Sustainability Club was asked
to attend by Hope Gribble, the
Director of Educational Outreach at the Missouri Botanical Garden, whom One STL
teamed up with for the panel.
Students from Principia and
Parkway West also presented
One STL is well known
regarding sustainability in St.
Louis. The group has connections with many other groups
SLUH has worked with in the
past, including Project Greenschools.
“They are part of the
broader community who are
all fighting for sustainability
in St. Louis,” said Fortman.
The panel, hosted at the
T-REX building downtown,
discussed a variety of topics, ranging from the student
protests in England to how
they hope to see government
officials approach the climate
change issue. A large portion
of the hour and a half panel
was the students giving advice
to the public and sharing how
they work toward a more sustainable lifestyle and ways to
adapt,” according to Harrold.
The duo also learned
many things that they plan to
bring to SLUH.
“A big focus was put on
elimination of one-use plastics,” said Harrold. “Combating and substituting singleuse plastics like straws for
other materials would help
keep trash out of the waters
and landfills.”
They also recognized the
importance of the garden providing fresh produce. In addition to ideas for more sustainable efforts at SLUH, Fortman

and Harrold also recognize a
need to work on making their
own actions more climateconscious.
“The waste of water and
food is something I think we
can all work on,” said Harrold.
Fortman and Harrold
also mentioned how social
media could promote sustainibility.
“Social media is so important for getting the word
out there and letting people
know what’s going on, whether it be the political scene
or informing on upcoming
events,” said Harrold.
Fortman, Harrold, and
the other students who presented took the panel seriously, taking time to formulate
ideas and deepen their research prior to attending, and
not just relying on how they
felt, said SLUH Sustainability
Committee Chair Anne Marie
Lodholz.
Even with many students
bringing differing views and
opinions to the table, the importance of respectful dialogue was always a priority.
“It was really a great testament to the power of civil
dialogue,” said Lodholz. “It
was very refreshing.”
The diversity in ideas
also allowed for the other students to hear and learn about
new approaches and ideas.
“This focus on listening,
respecting, and recognizing
everyone’s ideas really led the
way to a very successful panel,” said Fortman.
The event was regarded
as a success by the members
of the panel and attendees
alike.
“Everyone left with a
feeling of humbleness, hope,
and appreciation for all that
these youth contribute” said
Gribble, who is confident that
the students and community
will continue towards creating
a better world.

Fortman and Harrold at the panel.

photo | courtesy of Mrs. Anne Marie Lodholz

NEWS

October 4, 2019

Prep News

AMDG

Volume 84, Issue 6

Perspective

3

Casual racism: don’t just laugh it off
BY

Victor Stefanescu

S

eptember 27, 3:05 p.m.
Almost everything was
set up: tables and chairs were
properly scattered, “Hey Ya”
filled the tense atmosphere
with a sense of comfortability,
and the empanadas, pulled
pork nachos, and funnel cakes
flowed out of the food trucks.
One commitment remained
unfulfilled: the mega slip-andslide.
The box lay in the shadow of the clock tower. The
contents of it would determine the success of the Ultimate Tailgate. I picked it up
and immediately thought it
was suspiciously light. Even
so, I slid the tightly bound

tarp out, and another STUCO
member and I unrolled it.
Ten feet, 30 feet, 60 feet—our
struggle with the sheet grew
exponentially.
Around 70, everything
stopped. It caught air.
Probably eight students
came rushing to our aid,
throwing their bodies on the
kite. A sophomore tried to
silence its midpoint, but the
monster wasn’t going down
without a fight. The tarp
grabbed onto his face in a
worst-case-scenario-esque
fashion. After a second or two,
he pried it off, and the situation simmered down from being dangerous to just unfortunate. I took my disappointed
self back to the STUCO room

and found a box of wooden
poles. We resorted to breaking
each in half and staking them
through the tarp. After hosing
it down, the slip-and-slide was
finally a slip-and-slide. And it
was unreal.
We raced, we made snap
stories, and—oh boy, let me
tell you—we slipped. But that
wasn’t why it was so cool. Its
greatness stemmed from the
‘oneness’ it prompted. Students from different grades,
friend groups, and backgrounds were all just present
with each other. All the bodies
that tumbled down the slide
were connected in a way that
builds the future of SLUH,
supports the “Men with Others” adaptation of our school’s

slogan.
It’s miserable that this
state of brotherhood couldn’t
even live through the night.
September 28, 12:10 p.m.
My well-rested eyes pop open.
The sunlight doesn’t hurt
as much as usual. I find my
phone, unlock it, and make
my way to Snapchat. I start to
unconsciously filter through
the stories. But a video captioned, “How many (explicit)
chances do you get?” grabs my
attention. I re-watched and
re-watched and re-watched.
Then I stopped.
It’s not crazy that we’ve
had two incidents in six
months. It’s not even surprising. Every time a non-black
SLUH student drops a racial

A

s the student-run
newspaper of St. Louis
University High School, the
Prep News is a weekly publication that strives to inform
the SLUH community about
events and people, with
its focus on those pertaining to the school, primarily
through the written word.
The Prep News is neither the voice of the administration nor the students.
Rather, the newspaper
serves to gather and distribute information for the entire school. The Prep News
editors and staff members
make every effort to be objective in their news coverage and editing.
The members of the editorial staff are co-workers
and share equally the duties
of writing, copy-editing, layout, and staff management.
All of the editors share responsibility and leadership
of the paper. The editors are
supported by a core staff of
regular reporters as well as
artists and photographers.
It is the role of the edi-

tors to seek out and facilitate
the reporting of all significant
news at SLUH. While any
faculty member or student is
welcome to submit suggestions to the editors for potential articles, the Prep News is
never obligated to publish any
article idea.
Our primary emphasis
as editors of the Prep News is
upon clear and accurate writing and careful editing. We
also attempt to include visual
expression—photography,
drawing, technical aids, etc.—
in every issue and on our web
site. Despite our desire to
make the paper visually appealing, we commit ourselves
not to allow form to supersede
substance.
The editorial staff will use
social media to communicate
with the paper’s readership
and to update students about
SLUH events and highlight
the paper’s content. The editors will not allow their goal of
speed and accessibility online
to weaken their commitment
to accuracy and depth.
The Prep News strongly

encourages underclassman
involvement, and our office
on the second floor of the Jesuit Wing, room J220, is always open for involvement,
criticism, praise, or suggestions. Contributed student
opinions are also welcome
under the Prep News Editorial Policy. Without student
reaction and feedback, the
Prep News could not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will correct any
significant error in the following issue and on our web
site as soon as possible.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole responsibility for the text of news
and sports articles, features,
and editorials. We ask faculty or students who take issue
with the manner in which
the news was reported or
find an error to bring it to
the attention of the editors,
not the individual reporters.
This is the platform of
the editors of Volume 84 of
the Prep News.
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Editorial Policy

he Volume 84 Prep
News opinion section
serves the purpose of being
the vehicle of the personal
opinions of students, faculty, or others. All topics
discussed in the section will
be related to St. Louis University High School.
Nothing published either as an editorial or as a
letter to an editor should be
considered the opinion of
the school, the administration, or anyone other than
its author or authors.
A Prep News editorial is
the opinion of all six editors
on a particular topic.
A commentary or column is an opinion of one
member of the Prep News
staff, not of the Prep News
itself.
A perspective or notebook, like a commentary, is
the opinion of one person,

often a Prep News staff member.
Unlike a commentary,
such a piece is often intended
primarily to convey a personal
experience rather than to provide a viewpoint on an issue.
Unlike a letter, such pieces
are usually developed at the
request of, and sometimes under the guidance of, the Prep
News editors.
Every member of the
SLUH community is welcomed and encouraged to
submit a letter to the editors.
Every letter received by the
editors will be read and given
consideration. All letters must
be signed, but the author’s
name may be withheld from
publication by request and at
the discretion of the editors.
The Prep News editors
reserve the right to edit any
submissions for publication
in order to meet grammati-

cal standards, but they will
not skew the author’s original intent. Also, the editors
reserve the right to withhold from publication any
submission if it is deemed
vulgar, tasteless, or otherwise inappropriate. Authors
should be available for the
editorto contact them before publication to address
matters of concern.
All authors wishing to
have letters published must
submit them by 4:00 p.m.
the Wednesday before the
letter is to be published.
Letters should be
emailed to prepnews@sluh.
org, and, if possible, a signed
copy should be given to a
Prep News editors or moderator or mailed to the Prep
News courtesy of St. Louis
University High School,
4970 Oakland, St. Louis,
MO 63110.

Racial slurs live at SLUH
because we bystand. It seems
like too many white SLUH
students aren’t willing to put
their statuses on the line to
stand up to language and actions that perpetuate white
supremacy. This has led to the
sad truth that often times doing what is popular here is doing what is ignorant and cruel.
We need to put our names on
the line. We need to put our
friendships on the line. If we
don’t want SLUH to be branded as ‘the racist school,’ we
need to put everything on the
line. To begin rebuilding ourselves and our community, to
start with, we can’t just laugh
off racial slurs.

Prep News Puzzle
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slur, SLUH dies a little. Unlike the slip-and-slide, one
of these incidents can’t be
quickly “staked to the ground”
or be turned into a moment
that embodies any values of
SLUH. There are no after-thefact solutions that can make
the nature of these situations
better. They ultimately harm
the connections that lie within the student body. And this
particular incident bruised
the ‘spirit’ that Spirit Week
was supposed to prompt. This
spirit can’t be healed quickly
by any bulletin board or email
blast, but rather has to be reproduced by an effort that begins with bold and meaningful confrontation when these
situations occur.
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Across:

it
51 Hawaiian floral arrangement
52 Rory McIlroy’s game
54 A wise herb
57 WWII predecessor of
the CIA
58 Type of TV cable
59 Day in March that
Caesar isn’t fond of
60 For never was a story
of more ___ /Than this of
Juliet and her Romeo
61 Celebration of knowledge, say
62 The dark side of the
Force

21 Riverdale actress
Reinhart
1 On the house
23 Stuck in a dull routine
5 ___ the night before
25 Symbolic substance
Christmas...
for the first day of Lent
9 CEO’s degree
26 “I like ___”; 50’s politi12 Bait shop purchase
cal slogan
13 Angelic instrument
27 Like Blue 1 or Red 40
14 Slippery fish
29 Your, in the 15th
15 See 42 down*
century
16 Fourth-largest great
31 Little putz
lake
32 What we breathe
17 Had a snack
33 Rent-To-Own, abb.
18 Missing the mark
35 International Lunar
20 Traditional Spanish
Observatory Association
rice dish
36 Geological period of
22 Organ that’s often lent
time
24 Reagan’s futuristic
37 Irish advantage
defense project
42 With 15 across, mea25 Frequently preceded
sure of distance in space*
by first or foreign
1 Travel on Southwest
43 Gradually wear down
28 Young Egypan king
2 Bitterly regret
45 Makers of Wonderwall
30 Their pants might be
3 Lengthy periods of time and Champagne Supersmoldering
4 Spooky
nova
34 There is nothing stop- 5 Most common word in 46 Dollar, south of the
ping you, or this week’s
the English language
border
theme*
6 With 8 down, “Star
47 What we do before the
38 Achilles’ weakness
Trek” velocity*
anthem
39 It’s not me, it’s ___
7 Operatic solos
48 Tall boulevard trees
40 More than an amateur 8 See 6 down*
50 Current Card’s catcher
41 Futbol cheer
9 Like lunch or dinner
51 Below the belt
44 Non-commissioned
10 Letter after alpha
53 In shape, say
officer, informally
11 Drink that might be
55 Obtain, acquire
46 French word meaning pale
56 Environment, Safety,
“calm”
19 Team that’s playing the and Health, briefly
49 Every kiss begins with Dodgers, familiarly
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Spirit Week receives high praise; ends with Pep Rally and Ultimate Tailgate

Junior Peter Quinn dunking the ball.

(continued from page 1)

amazing to be able to share
the success of the team with
the entire school.”
The first event in the
SLUHlympics was the Butt
Scooter Hammer Throw, in
which one player would sit on
a scooter with a rope attached
to it. Another teammate
would hold the other end of
the rope, spin them around,
and try to hurl scooter across
the gym floor. The team to get
the scooter furthest across
the gym floor with the teammate staying atop the scooter
would win.
The sophomore team
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ended up on top with Sam
McGrail hurling Jared Thornberry down the court at a rapid speed, covering an impressive distance.
“I gotta give a shoutout
to Jared for holding on tight,”
said McGrail. “I’d like to
thank my class for really just
being there and supporting
us. The sophomores could’ve
been better but overall great
performance from the boys.”
Following the hammer
throw was the lettuce kicking
contest, in which one player
would drop kick a full head of
lettuce wrapped in saran wrap
while a teammate would try

Math teacher Frank Corley getting dunked.
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to catch the head in a compost
bin at half court.
Thanks to senior Grant
Corsi taking a magnificent
chomp into the head of lettuce before his kick, the seniors were able to pull away
a victory in this event with
some bonus points added due
to artistic beauty.
“It was absolutely electric,” said Corsi. “The zeitgeist
of the room was a special one
to be sure. I don’t think I’ve
ever had more spirit for SLUH
than when I watched that lettuce explode as it left my foot.”
The final event was the
legendary dunk contest. A
mini trampoline was placed
in front of the hoop, and the
competitors were given a
mini basketball to slam in the
hoop. Each dunk was given
a score out of ten from the
three judges: history teacher
and basketball coach Erwin
Clagget, science teacher Paul
Baudendistel, and mathematics teacher Tracy Lyons.
Junior Peter Quinn led
the junior team to victory as
he swung his arm in a full rotation before crashing it clean
through the rim, earning him
above a 9 from each judge.
“It was honestly one of
the coolest moments I’ve had
at SLUH,” said Quinn. “The
whole school was watching
and getting my class to go
crazy like that was fun to see.”
Senior DeMarcus Bond
made an appearance after
one player from each class
dunked, earning the seniors
a few bonus points to push
them in the lead.
After the three events,
the senior class was announced the winners of the
2019 SLUHlympics. After
claiming victory and a Mon-

Students cheering during the Pep Rally.

day dress down day, the entire
class stormed the court, hooting and hollering.
“Honestly, at first (the
pep rally) seemed really, really chaotic, especially with the
hammer throw, but after that
things started looking a little
cleaner, in my opinion, more
organized,” said Stefanescu.
“I think the students realized
that too and understood what
was going on and started liking it better.”
However, the Friday
fun did not stop there as after school SLUH students
were treated to the Ultimate
Tailgate, another StuCo run
event.
Taking place next to the
Danis Field House, the tailgate included many different components such as four
food trucks serving up everything from Brazilian dishes to
crepes and smoothies and a
dunk tank where students had
the opportunity to drench
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several faculty members
such as mathematics teachers Stephen Deves and Frank
Corley, and even head of security Dan Schulte. The event
also included several bashball
games, a barbeque provided
by the Tailgate Club, and even
a revival of Wet Billy’s, where
students were able to have fun
with a waterslide.
“It did a very good job
of building that spirit in our
school,” said StuCo president
PJ Butler. “We wanted it to
be an event that could really
bridge the gap between the
end of the school day and the
football game against CBC
that evening, and last year,
we didn’t really have a big
turnout because it wasn’t adequately promoted. This year,
knowing it was still a good
idea, and that it had some
substantial appeal, we wanted
to place special emphasis on
making sure we had all the
components in order.”

“This year went well,”
said StuCo co-moderator
Megan Menne. “I enjoyed
having the food trucks, and
like the Tailgate Club come in
and cook hotdogs. The slip n’
slide seemed quite enjoyable
for many people. I think the
people that came had a very
good time.”
Looking forward, the
tailgate appears like it is on
a great path to continue improving and growing in appeal.
“We just wanted to bring
a bunch of people together to
just have fun, relax, and get
ready for the football game,”
said Butler. “The more we cement this event as the final
piece of Spirit Week in years
to come, more people will be
inclined to participate because it has become a SLUH
tradition. I think we are on a
great trajectory.”

Admin responds to
racially-charged social
media incident

Voegtli hired to fill new Director of Human
Resources position

(continued from page 1)

portunities.
“If you’re a biology
teacher, to be able to know
some of the latest trends in
biology education, science
education, technology (is
important), but also teaching
practices and professionalism,” said Principal Ian Gibbons, S.J. “You take that for
any subject and there are areas where we expect our faculty to be getting better, but
that’s true for all our staff as
well.”
In the past, SLUH
handed off human resource
responsibilities to Business
Manager Terry Meiners and
Vice President of Administration Joe Komos, although
they had their hands full with
their regular job duties.
“We just felt it was time
to bring in a dedicated person for that position, and
someone who has a lot of
experience in that area,” said
Komos. “Also, with everything going on in Go Forth
and the financial planning
and management that goes
with that, that’s going to create demands on my time, so
we needed an expert in the
field.”
According to Komos,

“I see it as part of the way
that the school is helping to
resolve and reconcile the parties—repair the damage that
was caused,” said Kovarik.
“This is more about healing
and moving forward—it’s not
disciplinary as such.”
BSU Director of Enrichment George Roby, who was
present at the meeting, described it as effective in reaching a mutual understanding.
“I feel a lot better and I really hope he’s learned as much
as I have from this experience,
and I hope he’s willing to keep
learning,” said Roby of the student who posted the video.
BSU president Jordan
Smith felt the “listen and respond” discussion format
helped everyone “get everything off their chest.” Smith felt
a sentiment that black students
were overreacting had taken
root, and expressed that black
students shouldn’t feel obligated to justify their anger.
“One of the most important pieces in order to move
forward is reconciliation. That
involves trying to restore what
has been lost or misplaced in
an incident,” said Principal Ian
Gibbons, S.J. “When you’re

looking at racial questions—of
history, meaning, people feeling harassed, oppressed, even
terrorized because of some of
our past—how do you reconcile those?”
The discipline board,
which was created at the beginning of the school year,
convened Wednesday to review the situation. The board
heard a variety of perspectives
and had the primary objective of reaching a disciplinary
recommendation for Gibbons.
They considered the situation
in full. The main elements of
this incident were the actions
committed, the decision to
film, and the decision to post.
Other factors were considered,
like the exposure the video received. The board also considers past disciplinary records.
“There are a lot of layers
to it that you try to address
because it is so complicated
and you want to make sure
that you are doing everything
right,” said Kesterson, who is
on the board.
Looking ahead, SLUH
community members are focused on healing and moving
forward in a way that is best
for all the students involved.

(continued from page 1)

SLUH decided to create the
position last spring. From
there, they worked with a human resources firm to write
up the official job description
and screen the applicants.
Gibbons and Komos are
excited about Voegtli joining
SLUH.
“I think she understands
SLU High in a lot of ways as
a school and as an institution in St. Louis, but she also
knows she has a lot of things
that she has to learn, and I
think she’s going to be collegial and is going to be a great
asset for the building, to be
able to make ourselves into
better educators,” said Gibbons.
“When you interview,
you get a sense about people, and I really felt she was
good,” said Komos. “The
thing you’re trying to do in
the interview process is to
get a sense of is this person a
good fit, will they fit the culture, will they get along, do
you get a sense they will work
well. And I just got a sense we
had a lot of very good candidates, but I felt she was the
best fit for us culturally.”
Voegtli has held several
positions in the realm of human resources, though this is

the first time she has been a
Director of Human Resources.
“I started at WashU
School of Medicine in recruitment, then I worked for
a marketing agency as an HR
generalist, kind of touching
all facets of human resources,
then I most recently was with
Ronald McDonald charities,
so I got a taste of non-profit,”
said Voegtli. “We were really
small, it was under 50 people,
but it still touched all the aspects, benefits, training. So
that was another appeal to
this position: opportunity to
take on more challenges.”
Also, being a native of
St. Louis, Voegtli’s understanding of SLUH’s reputation made the decision to apply for this job easier.

“I don’t have any brothers or sons that went here,
but I was a product of the
Catholic school system in St.
Louis, and I know the reputation of SLUH, and those two
factors are what lead me to
apply for the position,” said
Voegtli.
In just her first week on
the job, her transition has
gone well.
“Everybody has been
super welcoming and excited
for this position, so that gives
me comfort,” said Voegtli.
“I’m just really excited to
be here, and I didn’t realize how large this campus is,
and I know it will take time
but I hope to eventually take
time to know everybody that
works here.”

Interested in writing?
Artistry? Photography?
Research?
The Prep News is for you.
Writers, artists, and/or photographers who
are interested in participating in the Prep
News are invited to come up to the Prep
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Hispanos y Latinos Unidos puts emphasis on celebration of culture
BY Noah Apprill-Sokol
and Jack Feise

as Pope Francis and Cesar
Chavez.
REPORTER S		
Another bulletin board,
near Campus Ministry, displays the flags of different
ince 1988, National His- Latin American countries as
panic Heritage Month has well as the Spanish flag, inbeen celebrated across the US
from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15. The
mission of the month is to
honor the heritage of Latino
and Hispanic Americans and
to spotlight famous Latino
and Hispanic Americans.
Although Hispanic Heritage
month had been celebrated
nationally for over 30 years,
this is the first year that it is
being celebrated at SLUH.
“Last year, we had nothing to celebrate our culture,”
said
sophomore
Ismael
Karim. “It’s very important
that we understand what our
community is about.”
To kick off the month,
the Hispanic Student Union,
which was started this year Hispanos y Latinos Unidos
by ACES, created bulletin
boards around the school to cluding Mexico and Cuba.
showcase different elements
“We are trying to put the
of Hispanic Heritage Month. emphasis on culture,” said
One of these bulletin boards, Spanish Teacher Magdalena
located across from the Math Alvarado. “We want our stuoffice, features famous His- dents to start exploring difpanic and Latino figures such ferent cultures.”

S

Botanist Dr. Peter
Raven to speak
about “How to Save
the World”

In addition to these bulletin boards, other cultural
clubs hope to join in celebrating Hispanic Heritage
Month.
According to Alvarado,
the moderator of the One

American History class that
the immigrant has to take,”
said Alvarado. “Next meeting, we are going to use these
questions to make quizzes
for the members to take. We
hope that they will see how

twitter | @sluhjrbills

World Club, the group hopes
to tie in the topic of immigration into Hispanic Heritage
Month activities.
“There are a hundred
questions that an immigrant
is given to prepare for an

much an immigrant needs to
know about this country.”
Other activities the One
World Club plans to host are
interviews with the many faculty members who are from
different countires. The club

also plans to invite an immigration lawyer to discuss the
topic of the border and immigration from Hispanic and
Latin American countries.
Additionally, the Spanish Club is hosting numerous
activities to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month. Next
week, the group hopes to
meet and play Spanish board
games while conversing in
Spanish. The club is also in
the process of planning an
outing to a restaurant on
Cherokee Street, where they
will order traditional Hispanic foods while speaking
Spanish.
“The point of the club is
so that we can provide students with opportunities to
speak in Spanish,” said Alvarado.
Another purpose for celebrating Hispanic Heritage
Month is to show the diversity of the Latino population.
“There are so many misconceptions about Latinos,”
said Alvarado. “Here, we
think of Latinos as the same
group. What we are trying to
do is teach people that Latinos and Hispanic range from
red hair, freckles, and blue

eyes to black. There are Japanese Latinos. Latinos are not
a race, it is a linguistic group.”
For Alvarado, though,
an even more important goal
is to dispel the stereotypes
that many Americans have
about Latinos.
“There is so much garbage, especially coming from
politicians,” said Alvarado.
“There is just this blanket
stereotyping of Latinos as being criminals, or lazy, or freeloaders. I think education is
the best tool for that.”
“The way I see Jesuit
thinking is that it is one that
strives to be open-minded.
It is not taking things at face
value and always questioning
things,” said Alvarado. “What
better way is there to opening
somebody’s mind then to expose somebody to a new culture and teaching them a new
language? Because really by
learning a new language you
are learning how to think differently.”

SLUHSERS: EPISODE SIX

Prepared to speak
about climate change,
youth action
BY Nicholas Dalaviras
and Joe Studt
NEWS EDITOR, REPORTER

P

resident Emeritus of
the Missouri Botanical
Garden Dr. Peter Raven will
visit SLUH next Tuesday
during activity period to
speak to students about his
experience as a prominent
botanist and conservationist, leading these fields in
various capacities in the St.
Louis area and beyond.
Having served as the
director of the Missouri
Botanical Garden for 40
years, Raven is also Professor of Botany Emeritus at
Washington University in
St. Louis. His experience
includes advising the Pope
as a part of the Pontifical
Science Academy, which
was involved in aiding Pope
Francis’s famous encyclical
Laudato Si, and advising
then-President Bill Clinton.
He has served on various
other world science academies.
“(Raven) has written
numerous books, including the Environmental Science books used at SLUH,”
said Environmental STEM
teacher Bill Anderson.
Raven’s talk is entitled
“How to Save the World.”
Raven will speak about cli-

mate change and this current generation’s responsibility to help restore the
planet to its healthiest form.
“Rarely do we get a
speaker of that caliber here
to speak (at SLUH),” said
Anderson. “It is just truly
amazing. I was just flabbergasted that he offered to
come speak. It is an important message.”
After many Science Department members saw Raven speak at various events
around St. Louis—including at the College Church
this past Sunday, at the 2018
St. Louis Climate Summit,
and at the National Science
Teachers Convention—they
hoped to be able to get him
to speak at SLUH. According to Anderson, it will be a
talk not to be missed.
“This is an opportunity that you really have
to take advantage of,” said
Anderson. “(Raven) has a
very good message, and he
delivers that message passionately. It is going to be a
good day.”
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“The Robots are Here!”, a show featuring robots by Bill Christman, ’65, opened in the Art Gallery in the J-wing on Oct. 1.
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We went SLUH!: Jr. Bills celebrate the Blues
BY Sam Tarter
STAFF		

F

or 50 long years filled
with ups and downs,
successes and failures, wins
and losses, the St. Louis
Blues and their fans have
waited for the team to win a
Stanley Cup Championship.
But they will no longer, as
this summer the Blues took
home the Cup following
their win in Boston against
the Bruins.
The Blues success this
past season caused much
excitement within the hockey-crazed St. Louis U. High
community. Whether it is
with the younger student
fans or the championshipstarved faculty members,
SLUH was no exception
to the enthusiasm that the
Blues’ run created.
“One of the things I
thought about last year was
how they started off as one
of the best teams in hockey,
and then fell apart in the
second half,” said biology
teacher Tim O’Keefe. “When
they didn’t start out too well
this season, I thought they
could maybe do the reverse
of last year and work better
as the season went on, but I
didn’t originally think that
was going to happen when
they were the lowest-ranked
team in the NHL.”
With the team being at
the lowest of lows, nobody
expected them to make it
into the playoffs. High expectations were not prevalent, but that all changed
with the arrival of rookie
goalie Jordan Binnington,
who helped lead the team to
victory with an 11 game win
streak.
Some new Blues fans
viewed Binnington and his
success as an entryway into
hockey, and the team as a
whole.
“I’ve never really been
a Blues fan until this past
season, so it was really cool
to see a new player have so
much success and be able
to follow him as I learned
about the team,” said junior
Charlie Janson.
Following their successful 11-game win streak,
morale and belief in the
team started to rise, and
more and more people
started to realize that the
Blues might actually have a
chance at making a comeback.
“After the win streak I
started to have hope. Once
we got into the playoffs you
realize that anything can
happen, and it was such a
fun ride,” said Campus Minister and algebra teacher
Stephen Deves.
Their success in the
playoffs led to their position in the Western Conference Finals. During Game
3 of the finals, the infamous hand pass took place
against the San Jose Sharks,
where SLUH’s very own
history teacher and soccer
coach Bob O’Connell was
showcased front and center on TV screens all across
America.

Despite the pass being
disliked by many fans that
night, O’Connell still enjoyed the game, and how it
reconnected him with past
students.
“I thought the game
was great. I had great seats,
and was able to see the replay of the hand pass, which
I thought would get overturned. I was right across
from the referees and was
watching them through it
all. When the San Jose captain buzzed over I couldn’t
believe that it was gonna
stand. I watched all of it in
disbelief,” said O’Connell.
“But it was still a lot of fun.
By the time I got out of the
row my phone was blow-

parties downtown because
my friends and I just wanted
to be surrounded by fellow
St. Louisans. We wanted to
be surrounded by the energy and excitement and craziness of it all,” said Deves.
On June 12, the Blues
won the last game of the
Finals in Boston. While the
team was not present in the
city of St. Louis, the energy,
enthusiasm, and excitement
was still prominent as ever.
“On Game 7, I went
to the watch party down
at Enterprise Center. Even
though the players weren’t
on the ice it still felt like a
home game, and the energy
was surreal,” said Deves.
“When they finished it off,

pride in being able to represent their city that night, no
matter where they were.
“I was in North Carolina with my family and
relatives the night the Blues
won, but it was still awesome to bring it to another
state and still show our loyalty to the team even outside the city,” said junior
Luke Ratterman.
Among the streets of
downtown, excitement was
everywhere, all being accompanied by the tune of
a song made even more
famous by the Blues themselves.
“My whole family and I
watched the game at home,
and then went downtown

parade was held in downtown St. Louis, where many
people got to meet and
speak with the members of
the team, something junior
and varsity hockey player
Matt Warnecke greatly appreciated.
Beyond parties and parades, many fans found enjoyment in how the championship reconnected them
with old friends and fellow
Blues fans.
“This year I reconnected with a lot of friends from
high school who I went to
Blues games with when they
were in the Stanley Cup Finals in my youth, and that
was really, really neat,” said
Wehner. “One of my best

art | Bob Devoll

ing up, and I had a bunch
of former students sending
emails and had so many
people reaching out.”
O’Connell’s
reaction
to the play was particularly
liked by theology teacher
Dick Wehner, who tweeted
out the picture that same
night.
“After that game, I
remember his look epitomized how we all felt. It was
a look of, ‘I can’t believe
this’; a look of disgust,” said
Wehner. “I’ll always remember that picture of him.”
Another
memorable
moment from the 2nd
Round of the Western Conference Finals was when St.
Louis native Pat Maroon
scored the winning goal
during double overtime in
Game 7.
Many St. Louisans took
advantage of the downtown
watch parties. Among them
was Deves.
“During the Stanley
Cup Finals, I watched most
of the games at the watch

that was exactly where I
wanted to be, surrounded
by all those passionate St.
Louisans. Confetti was
everywhere,
cheerleaders were on the ice waving
flags, and everyone was going crazy and nobody could
control themselves. It was a
special moment for myself,
a lifelong St. Louisan.”
Others watched the
game at another famous
sports location, and also
had a similar experience of
the city coming together to
celebrate.
“I got to watch it at
Busch Stadium. I think that
was the best place to be because not only was I with my
family, but I was with the
city as a whole, and that was
a really cool moment for all
of us to celebrate it together,
as one unified city,” said junior Tim Torrez.
Even if you weren’t in
the city of St. Louis, the passion and joy over the Blues’
win was everywhere across
the nation, and many felt

to Enterprise center, playing ‘Gloria’ the whole time.
Everyone was blasting the
song, and honking ‘LGB’. It
was a great experience,” said
junior Alex Tarlas.
Others celebrated the
win in their own homes.
“When they won, I
went off and lit a string of
150 firecrackers, and rang
a cowbell outside. It was
like New Year’s Eve at my
house,” said Wehner.
The
excitement
and partying continued into
the following days, with
many people feeling overjoyed and excited by the
Blues’ success.
“As I was driving out of
my neighborhood early in
the morning, I saw a group
of kids celebrating out in
the street. I honked three
times and yelled ‘Let’s Go
Blues!’and that got me in the
mood to roll my windows
down and blast ‘Gloria’ during that 30 minute drive,”
said junior Grant Sussman.
The following week, a

friends that I went to those
games with passed away this
February, and I kept thinking about him during this
run.”
Others connected with
friends who were not from
St. Louis.
“A big thing throughout the finals was that my
college roommate is from
Boston, so we were talking
back and forth throughout
the games,” said O’Keefe.
“We were very nice to each
other the whole time and
often complimented each
other’s team, but it was nice
to be able to reconnect with
an old friend.”
Many lifelong Blues
fans reflected on previous
seasons and the recurring
mistakes of the team. Despite the 50-year wait, many
found it to be worth it, and
the victory was made much
sweeter by just how long the
team had been waiting for
it.
“For me, this win was a
big deal because the Blues’

first year of existence was
the same year I was born:
1966. They’d been around
as long as I have been
around, and I’ve watched
them my whole life. They’ve
always been pretty good
and they’ve made the playoffs a lot, but something
always went wrong or they
shot themselves in the foot.
It was exciting to see them
persevere through that,”
said O’Keefe.
“All those heartaches
and heartbreaks, it was almost like the Blues were the
team to build you up, just
to let you down. I reflected
back on all those lost seasons and all those heartaches, and it really made the
victory sweet,” said Wehner.
While doing some personal reflection on how
important this win was for
him, Wehner has also done
some physical ‘looking
back’ since the final game.
“I taped game seven
and have gone back and
watched the first period
about three times, just to
see the build up, and to see
Binnington do really well. It
was really neat for me, cause
I was there through the ups
and downs,” said Wehner.
If this season of the
Blues and their success can
bring anything to the city
of St. Louis, many believe it
will be a sense of unity that
a championship run can
bring. With the city being
divided over many problems
and tensions, students and
faculty alike hope for those
problems to be improved
through this win, and for St.
Louis to be brought into a
more positive light.
“We were desperate
for something to bring us
together. As a city we were
struggling with the Rams
leaving and with an increasing crime rate, but this was
huge since it made St. Louis
more well known, in a positive way rather than a negative. It was good for our
reputation,” said Ratterman.
“This season was very
important because the city
has been pretty divided recently, and it was something
we could all get behind: a
good underdog story,” said
Torrez. “Obviously there’s
a racial divide, and a divide
between social classes, but I
think it was pretty cool that
everyone, no matter what
your background is, could
get behind one common
goal and just root for the
city as a whole.”
With morale and unity
being heightened over the
course of the Blues’ 20182019 season, people are
hopeful that this feeling will
live on.
“I think this lifted the
spirits of people in St. Louis,
and hopefully that will continue on,” said O’Keefe.
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Photos Left to Right:
Senior Sean Flynn, Mr. Joe Porter with
family, Sophomore Coby Spratte, The
St. Louis U. High Hockey Team, Sophomore Luke Johnston, Mr. Steve Missey
and family, Mr. Gary Kornfeld and
family, Freshman Christopher St.John,
Juniors Carter Fortman and Andrew
Bergman
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Swim and Dive conquers CoMo;
break three school records

Soccer takes KC; improved offense
able to pull out close games
Jimmy Stanley
SPORTS EDITOR

T
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NEWS EDITOR

Dalaviras

I

t was still dark outside
when the St. Louis U. High
Swim and Dive team boarded
the bus in front of the Drury
Plaza during the early hours
of Saturday morning. The
drive took two hours, but
when the bus finally reached
the Mizzou Natatorium in
Columbia, the twelve hours
of competition began, and
the day turned into one of the
most exciting and outright
dominant invitationals in
program history.
The preliminary competition started at 9:30 a.m.
on Saturday, and for many
Jr. Bills on the brink of qualifying for finals and scoring
points later that night, the
preliminaries were the focus
of the day because if they faltered in prelims, they would
not have the chance to redeem themselves later that
night.
The 200 medley relay
team understood this predicament well, being seeded
eighth and at risk of not making the championship final.
The SLUH team of sophomore Cooper Scharff, senior

Evan Lu, sophomore Jonas
Hostetler, and senior captain
Andrew Zimmerman blasted
off the blocks with a 1:38.97, a
time that seeded them second
and dropped over four seconds off their previous season
best.
Right after, in the 200
free, senior captain Sean Santoni saw a monstrous drop
of over six seconds, 1:47.42,
from his season best to clinch
his first state cut of the year
and qualify just outside the
championship final in ninth.
The team’s momentum
was unstoppable as sophomore Ned Mehmeti immediately followed Santoni’s swim
with a five second drop of his
own in the 200 IM, 2:03.06,
and his first ever state qualifying time.
Then, Scharff did the unthinkable. In his second swim
of the day, Scharff blasted
off the blocks, destroying his
preliminary heat by a wide
margin and dropping over
ten seconds off his previous
best in a blazing 1:52.85. The
entire SLUH student section
went wild as they realized
that Scharff had broken the
school record in the 200 IM

by just 0.05 seconds, a record
that Jeff Commings had held
since he broke the former
state record in 1991.
“I think that my best
race was the 200 IM because
I was able to go faster than
the person who won (CoMo)
last year,” said Scharff. “That
gave me a lot of hope for what
I’d be able to accomplish this
year.”
Junior Eli Butters and
Zimmerman followed up
with impressive outings of
their own. Both qualified for
the championship final, and
both Zimmerman and Butters lowered their season best
times by about half a second.
“My 50 was great in prelims,” said Butters. “I felt like
I pulled away at the end and
nailed my turn.”
In the 100 butterfly,
Hostetler qualified for the
championship final, and seniors Josh Brown and Carson
Massie qualified for the consolation final. Massie dropped
three and a half seconds off
his season best to squeeze
into sixteenth, the last spot in
the consolation final.
“I was thrilled,” said

continued on page 10

hey just keep getting
better. St. Louis U. High
varsity soccer is now 10-4-1
and continuing to improve
on their offense. SLUH
headed to Kansas City this
past weekend, where they
soundly defeated Van Horn
High School and Blue Valley Northwest High School.
The Jr. Bills then kicked off
the SLUH Tournament with
a 1-0 win against Parkway
South this past Tuesday.
In the first game in
Kansas City, the SLUH offense completely dominated
Van Horn right from the
start with shot after shot on
goal. With junior Johnny
Barr starting in goal for the
second time this season, the
defense eliminated any offensive threat before it got to
the goal.
It wasn’t until 20 minutes in, though, that SLUH
scored their first goal on a
breakaway by senior Andy
Mujezinovic. Just seven
minutes later, senior Charles
Neuwirth crossed a ball
to senior Ethan Joly, who
scored to put the Jr. Bills up
2-0.
At the half, head coach
Bob O’Connell made a goalkeeper substitution, replacing Barr with senior John
Mungenast. Joly and Mujezinovic each added their
second goals of the game in
the second half and SLUH
defeated Van Horn 4-1.
“We were really clicking
offensively,” said Mungenast.
“Our balls out of the back
were better than ever, and
we really took advantage of
our set pieces.”
After the game, the
team celebrated the win with
a trip to Scheel’s Sporting
Goods to hang out and have
a little fun. There they rode

the Ferris wheel, visited the
aquarium, and played other
various arcade games.
“It was nice getting to
hang out with the guys and
let loose a little,” said senior
Jake McCullar. “Especially
after a nice win, it’s fun to
hang out with the boys.”
After the fun night out
with the guys, SLUH prepared to face Blue Valley
North in the morning.
Senior Peter Hermann
got the start in goal. SLUH
applied their offensive pressure throughout the game,

“We came off of a good
weekend and had some good
wins,” said senior Maks Juric. “We all had some tired
legs, but we knew that Parkway South would be a possible game to win and we
didn’t doubt ourselves that
we couldn’t win the game.
We just couldn’t make mistakes.”
Mungenast started in
goal and SLUH battled in
the midfield throughout the
first half. Parkway South had
their first scoring chance
25 minutes into the first

Tilahun Murphy against Vianney last Thursday.
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getting numerous opportunities, though they couldn’t
capitalize. Hermann dominated his night in goal, but
the game ended in a 0-0 tie.
After the short stay in
Kansas City, SLUH headed
home and had two days of
rest before kicking off the
SLUH Tournament against
Parkway South.

half, but Mungenast made
a great save to preserve the
tie. It was a catchup game
for SLUH after the save
with more and more scoring
chances for Parkway South.
The defense looked sluggish
and SLUH headed into half
looking to improve on the
back line.

continued on page 11

Lockwood takes on Boston to pursue college hockey aspirations
BY Michael
REPORTER

T

Trower

hen-junior Bob Lockwood was one of the
core defensemen that helped
SLUH win hockey’s Challenge Cup championship last
year. For his senior year, he
decided to go on a different
path and depart from SLUH
to pursue his hockey career.
Lockwood got a call in
April from the head coach
of the Jr. Bruins National
Collegiate
Development
Conference (NCDC) team
informing him that he’d been
drafted as the Bruins’ 8th
pick. Upon research, Lockwood found that they were a
very accomplished team and
had just won their league’s
championship.
“Playing against older
guys and better competition
will help me grow as a play-

er,” said Lockwood.
Some players that have
gone through this league include St. Louis Blues Stanley
Cup Champion Zach Sanford, Buffalo Sabres captain
Jack Eichel, and Boston Bruins standout Charlie Coyle.
Many of the league’s players
have also had a high success rate of playing NCAA
hockey.
The team plays a 65 to
70 game schedule, practices
three to four times per week,
and has two off-ice workouts
with a professional strength
coach. The Jr. Bruins in particular consist of players
aged 16-20 on this team.
This was an incredible
opportunity for Lockwood
as he wants to play college
hockey, so he and his dad
contacted SLUH and explained the unique circum-

stances of hockey, as playing Christian Berger, ’19, took nior year at SLUH to help
juniors is the best way to get a similar route by going to his chances of playing in colnotice from NCAA scouts. a junior team after his ju- lege.
“Kids mostly have to
play on a junior team before
finding a college spot,” said
Bob’s dad Rob Lockwood.
“And SLUH was very accommodating under the unique
circumstances.”
Lockwood, like Berger,
can still graduate from SLUH
in the spring because he is
taking classes independent
of SLUH and finding a way
to participate in Senior Project as well.
Lockwood moved to
Boston in late August to
compete, and more importantly, develop into a better
player that colleges will notice. Lockwood is the third
youngest player on the team.
Bob Lockwood against Kirkwood last year.
As of today, he’s played two
photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott regular season games and al-

ready noticed the change.
“I’ve played well. It took
a little time to adjust to the
higher speed and strength,
but I was able to do a good
job in the game,” said Lockwood after his first game.
SLUH’s hockey team
will miss his smooth skating
and playmaking this year,
as well as him being a good
friend and an excellent teammate.
“Bob was an incredible teammate in the locker
room,” said senior Jack Hazelton. “He had some incredible one-liners and got the
team morale up with his antics. Just a really funny guy.”
Lockwood will return
to SLUH in April, and plans
to walk across the stage in
a white tuxedo, just like the
rest of the senior class, on
May 24.
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JV beats Hillsboro varsity in PKs at Hillsboro
tournament’s championship
BY Julien
REPORTER

Jensen

T

he St. Louis U. High JV
soccer team has continued its blistering hot opening to the season with a first
place finish with dominating
performances in two consecutive tournaments against
varsity teams. The Jr. Bills
finished off the Hillsboro
Tournament with a victory
over Hillsboro in the championship game and followed
that up with two straight
victories in the CYC Tournament this week. SLUH
played Clayton on Thursday,
with a final score of 1-1. The
game was too late for us to
report on it. SLUH’s play
in the games this week has
set them up for a climactic
championship game against
MCC rival CBC tonight.
The Hillsboro Tournament final proved to be just
what St. Louis U. High JV
soccer was expecting against
Hillsboro. It was a hard
fought game on both sides
of the ball, with both teams
hungry for the first place
finish. The game came down
to the wire.
After 80 minutes of
regulation and 20 minutes of
overtime, the game needed
penalty kicks to decide a
winner, with a score of 1-1
heading into PKs.
In penalty kicks, neither
team could pull away and
seal the win. In PKs it was
best of 5. SLUH missed their

first shot, but juniors Jack
Rudder and Will Grzesiowski put the next two shots
past Hillsboro’s goalie. Stellar play by junior goalie Alex
Truitt, who stopped all four
of the shots he faced, which
helped SLUH secure a 2-1
victory over Hillsboro for
the championship.
“It was a hard fought
game, they were able to test
us on offense and defense.
That made the feeling even

had yet to face, but that
didn’t faze the Jr. Bills. They
stuck to what they’ve done
best so far in this dominant
season, relentless on defense
with constant pressure on
the ball from the midfield
and defensive backs. This
allowed them to stifle Liberty’s attack. Even when Liberty was able to push the ball
deep into SLUH’s backfield,
it didn’t stay there long, with
their defensive backline

Camilo Hernandez (left) vs. STL United.

greater when we came out
on top and as winners of
the tournament” said junior
Alex Truitt.
The team played in the
CYC Tournament on Monday and Tuesday. They again
faced varsity teams, handily
defeating both.
The first game was
against Liberty, a team JV

photo | Mrs. Kathy Chott

quickly pouncing on the ball
and sending the ball back up
the field triumphantly.
On offense, the Jr. Bills
pushed the pace of the game
and kept the ball mostly in
Liberty’s half of the field.
SLUH recorded an onslaught of shots from the Jr.
Bills’ trigger happy forwards
and midfielders on Liberty’s

goal. Their goalie managed
to keep SLUH at bay for a
bit, but eventually he caved,
allowing SLUH to net three
goals in the end. The game
ended with a 3-1 score, giving SLUH a 7-0-2 record.
“Offense we were very
relentless that game, we kept
pounding them with shots,
and we kept finding the back
of the net,” said Truitt.
JV’s next game was
against Fox, where the
game just seemed unfair.
Fox couldn’t contain or stop
the steam engine offense
of SLUH. The offense and
midfield controlled the entire game, with Fox rarely
even getting the ball into
SLUH’s side of the field. The
midfielders were fierce and
physical, causing them to
retain possession of the ball
whenever Fox was getting
it near midfield. After that
it was like an assembly line,
with the ball getting passed
up to the forwards, the forwards making a couple
moves and passes, then the
ball reached the back of the
net. The game ended with
the Jr. Bills trouncing Fox
8-0.
SLUH played on Thursday night against Clayton,
with the game ending in a
1-1 tie, yet their play in the
previous games was enough
to secure a spot in the championship game versus CBC,
which will be played tonight.
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Undefeated C soccer
aims
to finish strong
Louis Cornett
REPORTER

T

wo months into their
season, the C soccer
team has dominated every
opponent and is undefeated
through 13 games with a
record of 11-0-2. Contributing to this success is an
explosive offense which
has scored 39 goals (with a
high of 8 in a game against
Melville this past Monday)
thus far in the season. On
the back line, the C-team
defense has conceded only 7
goals this year, recording 7
shutouts so far.
“We want to go out
there and compete and play
at a high level,” said head
coach Brock Kesterson. “If
we do that, we will be successful.”
With a three-game
stretch against MCC rivals
this month, the C team will
have to be on its best form
to continue the undefeated run. Coming off seven
straight wins going into
tonight’s game against Fort
Zumwalt West, the team
is looking to keep chemistry and momentum flowing throughout the game
in hopes of adding another
win to their record.
Fully
committing
themselves to each and every game, the members of
the C-soccer team have developed a trust with each
other, giving the players the
ability to take risks, accord-

ing to midfielder Luke Conran. To stray out of a position to increase the chance
of scoring is now an appealing option knowing teammates are there supporting
each other.
“It’s been a really great
season, a lot of really great
moments, a lot of guys had
done a lot of really great
things,” said Kesterson.
With only five regular
season games remaining,
four of which are against
MCC rival schools, the C
team will have to rely on
each other and continue to
build chemistry in hopes
of winning out. In addition
to the remaining games in
the season, the C team will
also face challenges in their
end of year CBC and SLUH
tournaments, both of which
they are expecting to win
against stiff competition
which includes teams like
Chaminade and Eureka.
“We are gonna win”
said midfielder Luke Conran. “We are a very good
team, I think we should beat
every single team we play.”

Injury ridden defense can’t stop CBC offense; falls 45-14
BY Blake Obert and
Luke Altier
SPORTS EDITOR, STAFF

C

onsistency continues to
be what the Jr. Billiken
football team strives for,
but against CBC this week
their simple mistakes and
strained depth chart was
unable to counteract the
strong play of the Cadets
squad. SLUH’s season of up
and downs continued as the
injury-riddled Jr. Billiken
football team fell to CBC,
45-14.
“Isaac (Thompson) and
Sidq (Cherry) are two guys
that are instrumental to our
team. Sidq is a tremendous
leader, he gets the guys going, and unfortunately, he
had an injury that’s going
to keep him out for the rest
of the season, “ said head
coach Mike Jones. “When
you lose two of your key
players, especially against a
good team like CBC, it can
be rough, but like we always
say its next man up. Whoever is behind Sidq has to
step up, we’ve been practicing and working so hopefully we can be ready if it
happens again.”
SLUH’s defense, coming off a rough and physical
game against De Smet, expected no less from another
tough
nationally-ranked
team CBC. Battle began on
CBC’s first offensive drive,
as the defensive line repetitively swallowed up CBC’s
early attempt at establishing the run, allowing zero

yards on second down and
swarming CBC’s quarterback on third down. But on
a big fourth down and 1,
outside linebacker Dashiell
Wuller jumped the gun, resulting in a penalty and an
automatic first down.
On a long third and
16 at the SLUH 42-yard
line, SLUH’s defense had a
chance to set the tone for
the game. Unfortunately,
a screen pass in the backfield, accompanied by some
timely blocks, allowed CBC
to push forward for the first
down. After another screen
pass and a crafty quarterback option play, CBC took
the lead 7-0 with just under
nine minutes left in the first
quarter.
SLUH’s offense on their
first two drives failed to get
anything going, as CBC’s
defense and special teams
suppressed the short passing game and made huge
tackles in the backfield for
losses.
On their second drive
of the game, CBC’s offense
established their run game,
consistently gaining eight
to ten yards with each play,
and integrated small screen
passes that allowed them
to progress down the field
in a slow, down-by-down
pace. CBC closed out its
drive with another quarterback option out of the wildcat formation for another
touchdown to make the
score 14-0 Cadets.
As a result of CBC’s

long drives and the fact that
they had the ball for more
than 65 percent of the first
quarter, SLUH had little
time to work on offense.
SLUH’s offense was now
in a must-score situation,
as CBC could get the ball
back and continue to run
the clock out, leaving the
Jr. Bills without a chance of
turning the tide before half.
Finally, as SLUH’s offense adjusted to CBC’s
complex defensive sets,
running back Isaac Thomp-

SLUH defense against CBC.

son found an opening on
the outside flat and took
the ball 20-yards downfield.
SLUH’s offense started to
find holes in the offensive
line, and the Bills advanced
towards their first points
of the game. With 4:18 left
in the first, SLUH faced a
tough decision: send Tyler
Ridgway out with the special teams unit, or go for

it, possibly giving the CBC
offense great field position
against SLUH’s tired defense.
Knowing they needed to make a statement,
SLUH’s offense ran back out
onto the field and set up in
a four-wide formation. The
risk turned out to be worth
it, as quarterback Brendan
Hannah, stiff arming and
spinning around defenders,
rushed for 20 yards, earning the Jr. Bills a clutch first
down.

photo | John Hilker

SLUH’s offense had finally gained momentum
and had a chance to put
some points on the board.
Lining up in a set-back formation, junior Sam Powell
took his one carry on the
game to the house, barreling through cornerbacks
and safeties. With the conversion of the extra point
by Tyler Ridgway, the score

was now 14-7.
SLUH’s special teams
held CBC’s kick return to
the 20-yard line, giving
their defense a lot of room
to work with. However, the
defense bit on a draw play
early in the drive, and CBC’s
running back broke eight
tackles in the process of
sprinting down the sideline
for an 80-yard touchdown.
With the extra point sailing
through the uprights, the
scoreboard read 21-7 in favor of CBC.
Junior Kyle Dulick took
the ensuing kickoff 40 yards
downfield and gave SLUH’s
offense great field position.
With about three minutes
left in the first quarter,
SLUH decided to focus
heavily on their run game,
but CBC’s defensive line
managed to get through and
collapse on the holes the offensive line created. After
three physical and rough
downs, SLUH faced another
fourth down situation.
Suspense built as the
offense ran back onto the
field, hoping to convert
again. But, they lost yardage on a short pass, giving
a motivated CBC offense
the ball back. With time
winding down in the first,
SLUH’s secondary missed
crucial tackles and CBC’s
run continued to power the
offense.
“The main thing that
determines every game and
every play is how we win on
our line, and CBC saw that

when they brought heavy
pressure that our offensive
line struggles,” said quarterback Brendan Hannah.
“They were sending double
blitzes up the A-gaps. It was
tough having to focus more
on getting the ball out of my
hands as soon as possible
rather than going through
my progressions and getting
into a rhythm.”
Coming into the second quarter, penalties hurt
SLUH and put a halt to the
momentum that they so
desperately needed. These
penalties not only hurt
SLUH with their yardage,
but also set off the tempers
of the players and coaches.
“We felt there were
some plays that should have
been called, but hey, that’s
part of playing football,”
said head coach Mike Jones.
“We still had to do the
things we were supposed to
do and we didn’t do a good
job of that. We didn’t do
enough to win the football
game.”
However, SLUH’s defense finally came through
with a huge stop, as the
outside linebackers and
defensive line smothered
CBC’s attempt to run up the
middle on third down. CBC
elected to punt, but the returner couldn’t quite settle
under the ball, and CBC recovered at SLUH’s 10-yard
line, putting a tired SLUH
defense in a tough position.

continued on page 11
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XC’s top 14 powers through the
Swimmers triumph;
underclassmen lead charge to state mud at Palatine
(continued from page 8)

Massie. “I had been anticipating CoMo for weeks
and working hard in practice.
To look up at the board and
see I had beaten my goal time
by so much was an unbelievable feeling.”
In the 100 free, Butters
(48.02) qualified second and
Zimmerman (49.43) fifth,
dropping two seconds and
getting his second individual
state cut of the season.
Soon after, the 200 freestyle relay was ready to take
to the blocks. No one was
ready for what they were
about to deliver.
The relay team of Butters, Zimmerman, Brown,
and Scharff blew out the
nearest competitor in the
field by three and a half seconds, Scharff splitting 20.25,
the fastest split in the field
by a full second, as the squad
broke the school record by
0.16 seconds, a record previously set at the 2018 MSHSAA championships by a
squad featuring both Butters
and Zimmerman.
“It was great to see our
team rally around one another’s individual goals and
then set their sights on our
team goals, especially on the
200 freestyle meet and school
record,” said Ehret.
Scharff got out of the
pool and immediately prepared for his 100 backstroke,
which he swam roughly ten
minutes after the record
breaking relay. New event,
same result. Scharff did not
allow fatigue to ruin his specialty event as he crushed his
previous season best by three
seconds and broke another
school record by 0.04 seconds. The record was previously set in 2017 by Barclay
Dale. The time also broke the
meet record by about 0.4 seconds and seeded Scharff first
for finals.
Lu closed out the individual preliminaries by
qualifying as the lone SLUH
swimmer in the 100 breaststroke finals, squeezing into
the championship final in
seventh.
The 400 free relay of
Hostetler, Santoni, Butters,
and freshman Jason Cabra
closed out the session with
a 3:19.73, seeded second behind Park Hill South by 0.07
seconds.
“(The relay) was stressful,” said Cabra, who was
swimming on his first relay
at a big invitational. “But it
also felt great because I was
representing SLUH the best I
could.”
After a short break in between prelims and finals, the
team returned to the pool to
attempt to repeat last year’s
victory.
The 200 medley relay
placed second like they did in
prelims, shaving 0.04 seconds
off their earlier time, and Santoni followed their effort up
with an eleventh place finish
in the 200 freestyle final.
In the 200 IM final,
Mehmeti took tenth and then
Scharff lowered his school
record by 0.57 seconds, go-

ing 1:52.28, and took second place. Scharff was elated
about his swim.
“I was shooting for
breaking records, but I didn’t
think that I would be able to
do it this early in the season,”
said Scharff. “It makes me really excited to see what’s to
come at state.”
After the 200 IM, Butters
and Zimmerman took sixth
and eighth in the 50 freestyle
final.
In the diving well, SLUH
was just as dominant. Seniors
Max and Gabe Manalang took
fifth and sixth in the competition, with scores of 386.50
and 382.60, respectively. But
it was sophomore Sebastian
Lawrence who had another
meet to remember. Lawrence
led the talented field into the
last dive before taking second
to CBC’s David Burke after the final dive. Lawrence’s
score of 455.10 placed him
less than ten points behind
Burke and just over 30 points
off of the school record.
“For me personally,
CoMo was a great experience.
I hit all of my higher difficulty
dives, which brought up my
score a lot,” said Lawrence.
“Breaking the school record
in diving has been one of my
goals for a while now and to
think that I’m just 30 points
from the record as a sophomore is crazy. It makes me
excited to practice harder and
hopefully one day be able to
beat the record.”
The dive team’s combined 44 points was the
highest of any of the Jr. Bills’
events, relay or individual, a
testament to the depth and
talent of the dive squad.
“I couldn’t be any happier with the performances
of Gabe, Max and Sebastian,” said head dive coach
Brenndan LeBrun. “Each has
the potential to beat the other
on any given day, and that is
what makes this team so incredible. I think we learned
a lot about our individual
strengths and weaknesses at
CoMo, but I was most impressed by their resilience
and determination to continue to fight.”
After the diving awards
ceremony, Hostetler took
eighth, Brown eleventh, and
Massie sixteenth in the 100
butterfly. Then, Zimmerman
charged fifth into the wall,
and Butters took second in
the 100 freestyle.
“The 100 free was not
exactly the time that I was
looking for, it felt strong, but
I did not go out as fast as I
should have,” said Butters.
“Although, I was very happy
getting second place and
score some great points for
the team.”
In the first heat of the
500 freestyle finals, Santoni (4:56.92) and Mehmeti
(4:58.49) opened a wide lead
and finished eleventh and
twelfth, respectively.
“As soon as I dove into
the water, my fears went away,”
said Santoni. “I felt I executed
the race as I should’ve. Getting my best times and state
cuts in the 200 and 500 was

extremely fulfilling.”
Then, the race of the
meet, even amongst multiple
outstanding Jr. Bill swims,
arrived. The 200 freestyle relay was ready to repeat their
record again, and the crowd
at Mizzou Natatorium was
treated to one of the fastest
times in state history.
Butters started off with
a 21.82 flat start before exchanging to Zimmerman,
who improved his prelims
split by 0.3 seconds with a
21.65. Brown flung himself
off the blocks with his blistering relay start en route to a
22.39. Then Scharff took away
the breath of everyone on
deck and in the stands. The
team’s final time of 1:25.68
took another second off of
the school and meet records,
but Scharff ’s anchor leg, a
19.82, was the true highlight
of the meet. Scharff ’s split
was fast enough to be in top
twenty 200 freestyle relays at
the 2019 NCAA Division I
Men’s Swimming and Diving
Championships.
“It was mind boggling,”
said Scharff. “When I finished the last leg of the relay,
I didn’t look at my split, but at
(the team’s) end time. It was
only when I looked back up at
my teammates and the rest of
the people in the stands that
I realized what I did. I never
thought I would be able to get
a split like that.”
“When Cooper split a
19.8, I was in shock,” said
Santoni. “The coolest part
about it was the crowd’s reaction. It was like the meet
stopped for a second after everyone saw his split because
they were so shocked. People
from different teams were applauding him, which was really cool to see.”
Scharff stood atop the
medal podium with his teammates, and minutes later
took second place in the 100
backstroke, 51.10. Scharff was
named one of the Post Dispatch’s athletes of the week
for his achievements.
Lu closed out the meet
with an eighth place finish in
the 100 breaststroke, 1:03.96,
and the 400 freestyle relay
faded to fifth, 3:19.99.
The meet was sealed, and
SLUH came atop victorious
by 105 points over Park Hill
South, a commanding win
that establishes the Jr. Bills as
the ones to beat come State in
November.
“Everyone on the team
had either a season best or
lifetime best performance in
at least one event,” said Ehret.
“It was really great to see our
team rally around one another’s individual goals and then
set their sights on our team
goals.”
The AquaBills hope to
ride their CoMo high into
another win at the De Smet
Invitational at St. Peter’s Rec
Plex Saturday evening. The
JV squad will compete at the
Lindbergh Invitational Saturday morning.

Peter LaBarge and
Mitchell Booher
REPORTERS

L

ast week was a big one
for the SLUH cross country team, as teams lined up
for five races in two different
meets on two different days
in two different states. On
Saturday, up in the foreign
lands of Chicago, the top 14
trekked through three miles
of pure mud at the Palatine
Invitational, while the rest of
the team raced in the heat of
the day before on a brand new
course at the Fox Invitational
riddled with problems.
While some similar
meets in the Chicagoland area
were cancelled due to courses
completely submerged from
a torrential downpour the
night before, the majority of
the historically flat and fast
course at Palatine was just
enough above water that races
were not cancelled. First up
for SLUH on the rainy, wet,
and muddy day was the varsity, who fought through the
course, already torn to shreds

first varsity medal for SLUH
since 2014. Seniors Adam
Mittendorf (44th, 16:16) and
Lucas Rackers (57th 16:25)
were next across the line, and
sophomore Grant Brawley
(87th, 16:42) ran a tough race
to help close the gap. Junior
Hayden Zenor (102nd, 16:57)
moved up in the second mile
to catch Dillon (107th, 17:00),
thus sticking together as they
have done all season. Coming
back from a stress reaction in
his fibula, junior Ryan Kramer
(135th, 17:20) ran an impressive opening race to fill in for
fellow junior Daniel Hogan
and close out the varsity race
for SLUH.
Already down to six guys
after Kramer ran in varsity,
the JV squad was not deterred
by the mud bath that was the
course by the time the gun
went off, finishing seventh in
a yet again loaded field of 27
runners.
“It was hard to get out
fast because of the physicality,” said sophomore Joe LaBarge. “I had to make moves

they took home fifth place in
varsity, first in JV, and first in
freshman.
With the top 14 in Palatine, JV guys, who became the
V3, had a great opportunity
to race in a different styled
varsity race. Using his previous varsity racing experience,
senior Mitchell Booher led
SLUH out of the start with a
strong 5:25 first mile, setting
the tone for the Jr. Bills on
the day. Booher (22nd, 18:08)
kept up his high intensity
throughout the race to finish
first for SLUH. The duo of senior Sirius Song (28th, 18:33)
and sophomore Graham Sanfillipo (29th, 18:39) were the
next two finishers for SLUH,
around 30 seconds behind
Booher. Juniors Aiden Byrne (35th, 18:54) and Henry
Bourneuf (37th, 18:59) closed
out the top five scorers for
SLUH giving them a team total of 121 points.
The final two varsity
SLUH finishers were junior
Noah April-Sokkol (43rd,
19:23) and freshman Carter

Lucas Rackers (left) and Noah Scott in the Palatine Invitational.
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by the first few races, to take
10th out of 30 teams in what
is consistently the most competitive race of the year, postseason included.
In the first 300 meters,
the wide open starting line
goes extremely narrow and
stays that way for the rest of
the race. As a result, it gets
physical, with runners throwing elbows, shoulders, and
even occasionally spiking one
another to get position.
“Moving through the
pack, I got hit with a few elbows, and I actually got spiked
across the front of my shin,”
said senior Peter Dillon. “ The
first mile was pretty crowded,
but a lot of guys faded and I
got more space to work after
about a mile or so.”
Due to the abnormally
large amount of mud—there
was even a pit of water about a
foot deep right in the middle
of the course—acceleration
was key. Whenever there was
a corner, working through
the mud to explode out of the
turn was a must in order to
move in the race. With virtually no hills, mud was the only
factor, and with every stride,
it slowed down the race and
with that the XC Bills.
Senior Noah Scott (26th,
15:58) showed that the conditions weren’t all consuming, as he brought home the

through the middle mile to
get back where I wanted to
be.”
Senior Joe Callahan
(23rd, 17:01) led the underclassmen with a strong first
mile and a good finish, but he
just missed out on a medal.
Sophomore Baker Pashea
(33rd, 17:12) was able to run
through the water and mud
to clock a personal record in
the 5K (converted) LaBarge
(52nd, 17:41) was also able
to tough out the conditions
and PR. Freshman Wyatt
Seal (72nd, 17:56) continued
to have a great rookie season with a strong effort, and
sophomore Justin Glass (83rd,
18:03) battled to close out the
scoring five. Freshman Tim
Greiner (113th, 18:23) added
a third PR on the day to close
out the meet for the XC. Bills.
While the top 14 were in
Chicago, the rest of the SLUH
team got the chance to race on
a flat course at the Ed White
Invitational. Despite the historically fast times of the
course, many conditions did
not play out well for the team.
Race time temperatures were
around 90 degrees, cars were
parked on the course, and the
varsity team had very little
time to learn the completely
redesigned course. However,
these poor conditions were
no issue for the Jr. Bills as

Lowe (54th, 20:06) who got
great opportunities to race in
a different and more competitive type of race.
“Running in a varsity
race was a lot more intense
in terms of speed and times,”
said Sanfillipo. “Even though
I wasn’t able to do better, it
makes me feel confident that I
can be at the top half of a varsity race at sophomore year,
especially in a chaotic course
like Fox was that day.”
Although they did not
get off to a quick start, the
JV race exemplified SLUH’s
depth. Through the first mile,
the team was farther back
than they hoped to be, trailing Marquette for the lead.
However, led by junior Sandy
Legrand’s first place finish, the
team worked itself back up to
a 22-point victory.
After Legrand’s 18:24
finish, sophomore Francis
Alford came roaring in to finish in second. Senior Peter
LaBarge (6th) finished a few
seconds later as the third man
for SLUH, followed by sophomores Tad Gray (13th) and
Sean Kellogg (14th) wrapping
up the team’s top five and giving them a total of 36 points.
“Coming into the race,
Coach Porter said to get out
fast, and I think I did that,”

continued on page 11
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Football will be looking for consistency, set to
face Vianney tonight
(continued from page 9 )

The tough circumstances didn’t stop them
from
fighting
though,
as pressure from a blitz
smothered the quarterback
on their first play back on
the field. SLUH completed
the goal line stand following the initial holdup, and
held CBC to a field goal.
The kick was good, and the
score was 24-7 with CBC in
the lead.
With 10:36 left in the
second quarter, SLUH returned the kickoff and got
ready to drive downfield.
SLUH had the ball for about
two minutes, and was unable to produce much yardage, as passes were batted
away by the CBC secondary
and the running game was
stopped again and again
near the line of scrimmage.
SLUH punted with
about 8:00 left in the second quarter, and once again
their injury-ridden defense
gave up another score within seconds of the first snap.
They bit on a play action
fake, and it was too late for
the strong and free safeties to recover and stop a
40-yard fly route down the
sideline to the end zone.
The score was 31-7, and
SLUH couldn’t find a solid
footing for their offense or
defense.
With 6:22 left in the
half, SLUH started their
next drive. Again, trying
to march downfield behind
Kellen Porter and the offensive line, SLUH was unable
to get a rhythm going. This
was also due to the large
number of penalties on
SLUH’s offensive line and
playmakers. With the yellow flags flying frequently,
SLUH found themselves at a
tough third and 25.
After Hannah completed a short 6-yard pass,
SLUH elected to punt,
which was returned to
about the 43-yard line, giving CBC great field position
with just under 5:00 left in
the first half. As CBC made
their way downfield, SLUH
continued to play with
physicality, but couldn’t get
crucial stops on third and
second down. On an important third-down conversion,
SLUH was backed up into

their red zone, and were
moved even further back after a tough holding call.
SLUH’s defense played
aggressively and tried to
hold CBC to a field goal,
but was unable to stop CBC,
as a receiver cut quickly and
found the corner of the end
zone for another six points.
The extra point sailed onto
Oakland, and the blowout
continued with a score of
38-7.
“I remember Coach
Cruz talking about that even
though through any kind of
tough situation that most
football teams experience,
we’re all great friends and
we stick together through
everything,” said linebacker
Dashiel Wuller. “We’ve got

Ike Thompson against CBC.

a lot of team chemistry. It
gives us a good foundation
for us to learn and improve
and see the team as a whole
instead of thinking of the
individual.”
Following an unreturnable kick, SLUH’s offense
stepped onto the field for
their last drive in the first
half. The first two plays of
the drive looked promising
with two good run plays
right off the bat. On second
and seven, Brendan Hannah
faked a pitch to sophomore
Isaac Thompson, which
gave Kellen Porter leeway to
power up the field for a gain

of about 15 yards.
The running game
started to show consistency, mixing up outside runs
and plays up the middle.
However, following suit of
their previous drives, SLUH
failed to get their passing game going. But, on a
big third down and five, a
pass interference was called
against CBC, moving the
Bills up to the 44-yard line.
After a quick screen
pass, the flags flew again
and CBC was penalized for
offsides. Hannah dropped
back into the shotgun, trying to get a big pass to put
some points before time
expired, but was forced to
scramble backward, leading
to a huge 20-yard loss and
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a fourth and 25 for the Jr.
Bills.
After a punt from
Ridgeway, CBC set up with
30 seconds to go. On the
first play, the crowd was
immediately silenced, as
SLUH’s man to man coverage almost gave up what
would have been an 76-yard
passing touchdown. To end
the half, SLUH’s defense
gave up six yards on a quarterback option.
The Jr. Bills took a devastating blow to start the
second half, as Thompson
was taken out of the game
when he was unable to

Underclassmen Briefs
JV Soccer (7-0-2)
9/30-Liberty
(CYC Tournament)
SLUH		
3 0 3
Liberty		
0 1 1
Goals: Dominic Ponciroli(2),
Brendan Byrne
10/1-Fox
(CYC tournament)
SLUH		
3 5 8
Fox		
0 0 0
Goals: Will Grzesiowski, Jack
Rudder, Dominic Ponciroli,
Camilo Hernandez (3), Kellen
Hamilton, Michael Hiblovic

B Soccer (6-5-1)
9/26-Vianney
SLUH
0
Vianney
0
9/30-Mehlville
SLUH		
0
Mehlville
0
Goals: Tim Thouvenot,
Johnnie Ferrara
10/1-Marquette
SLUH		
2
Marquette
0
Goals: Johnnie Ferrara,
Goal

0 0
1 1
2 2
1 1

0 2
1 1
Own

C Soccer (11-0-2)
9/26-Bayless
SLUH		
3 0 3
Bayless
0 0 0
Goals: Joseph Olascoaga (2),
Kevin Cooney
9/30-Mehlville
SLUH		
5 3 8
Mehlville
0 0 0
Goals: Kevin Cooney, David
Garcia, Keller Anderson, Jack
Heater, Michael Thang, Joseph Olascoaga, Tommy Reh,
Miguel Ituarte
10/1-Marquette
SLUH		
1 0 1
Marquette
0 0 0
Goals: Kevin Cooney

breathe.
“I was just hyperventilating pretty bad and needed oxygen,” said Thompson.
”It was pretty scary, but
I should be fine for next
week. I dropped in and out
of consciousness like ten
times, so yeah it was pretty
scary.”
SLUH still had fight
left despite the dire circumstances. They stopped CBC
on the next drive defensively, and strung together
five first downs offensively,
but it still was not enough to
get the Jr. Bills back in the
game. Their 11-play drive
was fruitless on the scoreboard, and SLUH appeared
deflated and exhausted for
the rest of the game.
CBC drove from their
5-yard line to the end zone,
utilizing an explosive offense. Their running back
rushed for 66 yards, 54 of
which came from only two
plays, the first being a 24yard rush up the gut and the
second, a 30-yard draw play
that opened up with stellar blocking from the CBC
offensive line. The Cadets
capped off the drive with a
direct snap to their quarterback, who waltzed into
the end zone untouched for
the final score of the game.
With the closing drive, CBC
shut down any opportunity
for SLUH to make a comeback as the score read 4514.
SLUH’s season has been
one of ups and downs, and
now their focus is to find
consistency in the chaos.
“Every week it’s the
same thing. We have to find
a way to be consistent.,” said
Jones. “We are on a rollercoaster ride, one game
we play good, the next not
so good. We have a young
team, we do have a lot of
seniors on the team, but
now we have a lot of underclassmen who have to learn
how to play varsity football.
I think we’re getting better
every week, but we need to
learn how to be consistently
better every week.”
SLUH faces MCC rival
Vianney tonight at Vianney
at 7:00.
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Soccer looking for more
scoring in the flow
(continued from page 8)

McCullar started in goal
in the second half, and after
another close battle of long
balls back and forth, junior
Adam Wolfe managed to
score SLUH’s only goal, in
the 51st minute off of a free
kick. SLUH preserved their
lead and closed out the game
1-0.
“Parkway South was admittedly not our best game,”
said Mungenast. “We had
issues getting back on defense and our ball move-

on creating more offense.
“One of the things I
think we need to improve
upon is scoring in the flow
and creating more possessing and not relying on free
kicks,” said O’Connell.
The Jr. Bills can’t rely
on the other team’s mistakes
and lucky opportunities in
close games.
“The fact that we are
able to win some of these
games of late is indicative
of our ability to learn from
earlier mistakes in the year.

Charles Neuwirth (left) vs. Vianney.

ment wasn’t as good as the
previous games. That being said, we kept pressuring
them by sending long balls
in, and eventually we got
a free kick at the top of the
box which Adam Wolfe took
very smartly.”
SLUH is now focusing
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We can’t concede goals
and we haven’t been,” said
O’Connell.
SLUH beat Mehlville
1-0 last night in the second
game of the SLUH Tournament and will play St. Mary’s
tonight at 4:00.

XC’s JV depth shines
at Fox Invitational
(continued from page 10)

said Legrand. “I think this
helped pull some of my teammates into the front few packs
which helped us get some
must needed points.”
The freshman team followed in the footsteps of varsity and junior varsity, runB Football (1-4)
ning a strong, competitive
9/30-CBC
race en route to a first place
SLUH
8 14 0 7 29 team finish and an astounding
CBC
6 6 13 7 32 21 points. Like they have done
Louis Kertz: 2 rushing TD’s
so well throughout the season,
Zac Ortwerth: 1 receiving TD, the freshmen packed up well,
3 sacks
helping each other through
the race before the pack began to seperate near the end.
The leaders of the pack were
Nolan Meara (3rd), Will Riggan (4th), and Tyler Barks
-compiled by Louis Cornett
(5th) who never lost sight of
each other all race. Nicholas Puschke (7th) and Lucas
Rammacher (9th) rounded
out the top five for the freshman to complete their first
place win by a margin of 62

points.
As October begins, racing weather is finally beginning to roll in just in time for
the Parkway West Invitational
tomorrow. Temperatures will
not rise above the mid 70s,
and that means nothing if not
fast times. With four races
instead of three (Varsity, JV,
sophomore, freshman), SLUH
looks to show their depth and
win it outright.
“If we run our race, no
one can beat us,” said head
coach Joe Porter. “We’re really
fit, and if we run confident in
our abilities, we can win this
thing at every level.”
With MCC’s next Thursday, the Jr. Bills look to gain
momentum into the postseason and keep it rolling all the
way to the state meet.
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Shadow Program commences
The Freshman Shadow
Program started this week
at SLUH. Freshmen hosted
8th graders as they experienced a day in the life of a
SLUH student. They were

AMDG

Calendar

Around the Hallways
Russo awarded by U Chicago
Chemistry
teacher
Mary Russo won the Outstanding Educator Award
from the University of
Chicago, which recognizes
a teacher’s love for teaching inside and out of the
classroom and their ability
to leave an impression on
students that last a lifetime.
Russo was nominated by a
former student now at the
University of Chicago.

October 4, 2019

Friday, October 4

Voices of SLUH
Bi-Weekly Grade Update
7:00AM SLUH Community First Friday Mass
AP
Freshman Class Mass
Science Engineering Day
Duke University
Snack—Pepperoni Bosco
Lunch Special—Chinese Special
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
4:00PM C-Team Soccer @ St. John Vianney
6:00PM Varsity Soccer/SLUH Tournament (St. Mary’s)
7:00PM Varsity Football @ St. John Vianney

seen around the hallways
being led by freshmen into
classes and in other freshman activities.
First Freshman Class Mass
Today, the freshmen
will have their first class
Mass at SLUH. The Mass
will be celebrated by Fr.
Marco with the assistance
of Deacon Boedeker. This
will be the first class Mass tion went over how he went
planned by the Freshman from SLUH to being the
Pastoral Team.
CEO of a national company.
He also talked about how
Noodles Co. CEO talks to IBL he came to understand his
On Thursday the Ig- priorities, his family, and
natian Business leaders employees, and touched on
skyped with the CEO of how he led a turnaround for
Noodles Co., Dave Boenni- the company by prioritizghausen, ’96. His presenta- ing the employees and how

Regular Schedule

Saturday, October 5
he made it to the top of the Cross Country/Parkway West Invitational (V, JV, B, C)
9:00AM Swimming and Dive Lindbergh Invitational
company.

3:00PM Swimming and Dive De Smet Jesuit Invitational

—Compiled by Joe Studt
and Carter Fortman

What’s this thing?
Many of the men’s bathrooms
around the school have been installed with new revolutionary
“Splash Hog Urinal Screens”, which
virtually eliminate ‘splash back’,
clean drains, and deodorize the
urinals. The reason for their installation was to increase comfort and
make it easier for students to use
the bathroom. Due to positive reactions of them, plans are being made
to install more around the school,
with various colors and scents.
photo | John Hilker

Sunday, October 6
Monday, October 7

Regular Schedule
Freshman Service at McCormack House
8:00AM Skills for High School Success Educator Workshop
AP
Junior Class Meeting
Tulane University
Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch Special—Chicken Quesadilla
Vegetarian—Spinach Pasta
4:15PM C-Team Soccer vs Lindbergh
4:30PM B-Team Football vs St. John Vianney
6:000PM B-Team Soccer vs Parkway South

Tuesday, October 8

Regular Schedule
Freshman Service at McCormack House
AP
Peter Raven Lecture
Fontbonne University
University of Kentucky
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
University of Rochester
Belhaven University
3:00PM Service at Soulard Shelter
4:00PM C-Team Soccer vs CBC
5:30PM B-Team Soccer vs CBC
7:00PM Varsity Soccer vs CBC
7:00PM Choir Concert
8:45PM 2019 Top Hat Classic, Kirkwood vs SLUH Varsity

Wednesday, October 9

Regular Schedule
AP
Northwestern University
Southwestern University
Davidson College
Syracuse University
Beloit College
Snack—Mozzarella Cheesesticks
Lunch Special—BBQ Rib and BBQ Pork
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
3:00PM Freshman Service at Garfield Place
8:45PM 2019 Top Hat Classic, Jr. Bills vs Oakville

Thursday, October 10
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“What’s your favorite brand?”

Regular Schedule
Emergency Drills
AP
Snack—Bosco
Lunch Special—Papa John’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Tilapia
Lehigh University
3:00PM Freshman Service at Garfield Place
4:00PM Cross Country/MCC Championship
5:00PM JV Soccer vs De Smet Jesuit
7:00PM Band and Orchestra Concert

Friday, October 11
Reporters
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Regular Schedule
AP
Western Illinois University
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
Lunch Special—Chinese Special
Vegetarian—Salmon
4:00PM Class of ‘69 50th Reunion
7:00PM Varsity Football vs Chaminade
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