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Lights, Camera, Laughter: Noises Off runs this weekend

Curdt
receives
Emerson
Excellence
in Teaching
award

BY Johno Jackson
EDITOR IN CHIEF 		

T

he Dauphin players
opened Noises Off last
night to a packed house of
guests, exposing theatergoers
to an epic work of planned
chaos and challenging character dynamics.
Both director Kathryn
Whitaker and assistant director Kevin McKernan saw the
play at the Repertory Theatre
of St. Louis a few years ago
and hold the work in high esteem.
“This is a play that has
always been on my bucket list
of shows to do,” said Whitaker. “It’s one of the funniest
pieces of theater and one of
the most well-crafted pieces
of farce that I have ever read.”
The play is a farce, which
is a style that uses highly exaggerated and improbable scenarios. The humor of Noises
Off is derived from its chaos,
which snowballs throughout
the show. The play is set in
three acts, and within each
act the actors are attempting
to put on a play called Nothing On. Noises Off is a work
of metafiction, in which the
work ironically refers back to

BY Sam Tarter and
Luke Duffy
STAFF, REPORTER		

D

(left to right) MacLean Blanner, Junior Alex Bollini, and Clare Eisenbeis at rehearsal on Wednesday.

itself, in this case parodying
theater production through
a plot line based around the
production of theater.
“Within the play, they’re
playing the actor who’s playing the character in the play
that’s in the play,” said Whita-

ker.

The first act takes the
audience into the soon-todebut show’s final rehearsal,
the second to a run watched
from an anarchic backstage,
and the third brings the audience full circle to the front

for a far from perfect run of
the show. The actors’ botched
rehearsal and the flurry of
discord backstage materialize
in a perfect storm that is entertaining on a level beyond
meticulously executed professional theater. In other words,
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Nothing On is so bad that
Noises Off is good.
“I personally love the
third act of the show,” said
senior Andrew Normington.
“The melting chaos of the
production comes full circle
continued on page 4

Three students travel Annual Open House opens doors
to Spokane, Wash. for to 300 prospective Jr. Bills
AASHE Conference
BY Victor Stefanescu
STAFF			

Y

ou just finished the
last chunk of bone-dry
crust on pizza Thursday. You
make one final fantasy football comment, then leave the
table. It’s now time to throw
away your trash, but you don’t
merely throw it all away. You
open that deep, rubber duckcolored can and compost
your paper plate and left over
fries. And you can do this because of the initiatives of St.
Louis U. High’s Energy Team
and social studies teacher
Anne Marie Lodholz.
On Oct. 27, sophomores
Xavier Jallow Turner, Ismael
Karim, and John Zieroff of
the SLUH Energy Team, accompanied by Lodholz, traveled to the Association for
the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Ed (AASHE)

in Spokane, Wash. to learn
about sustainability projects
at colleges and universities
that could be implemented at
SLUH.
“AASHE had sessions on
everything from energy reduction through behavioral
changes, team development,
purchase power agreements,
renewables, funding, and really anything and everything
with respect to sustainability,”
said Lodholz.
Karim attended the trip
to learn about other instituphoto | Miguel Cadiz
tions’ initiatives.
Juniors Anthony Adem (center) and Carter Spence (right) giving a tour.
“I wanted to see what
BY Nicholas Dalaviras
other people have done in and Joe Studt
top tier programs that SLUH tion of the Shadow at SLUH
their schools to kind of get a NEWS EDITOR, REPORTER
has to offer. The Open House program this year, Open
feel if we are lacking, if we are
event saw 300 middle-school House was not as big an emnot doing enough, and what
he admissions team students register to see the phasis in the SLUH Admiswe should be doing,” said
opened up the doors of school and around 1000 visi- sions program as it once was
Karim.
St. Louis U. High last Sun- tors total visit the Backer Me- when there were fewer opporThe SLUH team was
day to prospective students morial campus.
tunities for families to get
continued on page 4 and families to showcase the
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irector of the Learning Center and English
teacher Tim Curdt was recently nominated by the administration for the Emerson
Excellence in Teaching award
and was one of roughly 100
teachers selected to receive
the award.
The goal of the Emerson
Excellence in Teaching program is to recognize people
based on what they have accomplished or achieved in
their school community.
Curdt has taught English at St. Louis U. High for
23 years and has held many
important positions, including class moderator, summer
school principal, Executive
Director of Upward Bound,
and Director of the Learning
Center and Student Academic
Support Services.
“Mr. Curdt is, right now,
a person who is really influencing some of the themes for
growth, change, and innovation at SLUH,” said Assistant
Principal for Mission Jim Linhares.
Curdt has devoted himself to familiarizing the SLUH
community with new ways
of thinking about learning,
which include executive functioning skills, motivation in
the classroom, and coaching
students to succeed.
“He’s done a lot of innovative work in helping
SLUH go from good to great
in terms of how we approach
teaching and learning,” said
Linhares.
Having taught English
for 23 years, Curdt has inspired students and faculty
alike with his teaching methods and getting them to be
better, more active students.
“I have a free period next
door to Mr. Curdt’s freshman class, and I can hear him
teaching regularly. He is

continued on page 4

INDEX
2-3

News

4

Continued from 1

5-7

Sports

8

News

2

NEWS

Prep News

November 8, 2019
AMDG

Volume 84, Issue 10

JSN Seminars in
Four ACES members travel to Jackson, Miss. to
learn about justice, education, and leadership Ignatian Leadership
offer faculty formation,
Bob Devoll and
Ben Harmon
chance to network
BY

STAFF, REPORTER

BY Nathan Rich
REPORTER			

M

embers of St. Louis
U. High’s Association
for Cultural Enrichment
at SLUH (ACES) attended
the National Youth Summit
on Education, Justice, and
Leadership last weekend in
Jackson, Miss. in an effort
to learn about methods of
education and social issues.
Four students from
SLUH, chaperoned by English teacher Frank Kovarik,
attended the event alongside numerous other Catholic high schools from the St.
Louis area. This three-day
summit focused on topics
such as social justice, civil
rights, education, law enforcement, and entrepreneurship. While national
trips are nothing new to
ACES, last weekend was the
first time the group participated in this specific summit.
“The reason we got involved was because a guy
named Dan Isom, ’85, who
is a graduate of this school
and a former St. Louis Chief
of Police, was on the board
of this event, and he wanted to get Catholic schools
involved,” said Kovarik.
“They reached out to some
local foundations, who
funded the trip for some
local Catholic schools like
SLUH, CBC, Nerinx Hall,
Incarnate Word Academy,
Bishop DuBourg, and Lutheran North.”
During their time in
Jackson, students heard
from over 20 local and national experts from many
different universities, agencies, and businesses, along
with four civil rights lumi-

T

ACES members in Jackson, Miss.

naries through keynote presentations and panels. The
speakers focused on and
explored different models
of education, stressed the
importance of the continuation of the fight for social
justice, and discussed how
such topics have changed
over time.
In between talks, students had the opportunity
to work directly with speakers through guided activities meant to enhance and
challenge what they had
learned.
The National Youth
Summit served as a motivational experience for the
SLUH students. Returning from their journey to
Mississippi, students hope
to bring what they learned
back to the SLUH community for implementation.
Junior Albert Harrold was especially touched
by the uplifting civil rights
speakers from the present

and past.
“It was definitely the
inspiration that we need to
keep moving forward,” said
Harrold.
“These people
were a lot about empowerment, and that helped me to
see what I want my impact
to be.”
For sophomore Neil
Kar, the most impactful
speaker was Andrew Young,
a prominent figure in the
Civil Rights movement, a
former United States Ambassador to the United Nations, and former Mayor
of Atlanta. He displayed
the possibilities one could
achieve in life if they are
passionate enough about
their goals.
“I was kind of shocked
at how, in his life, he was
able to accomplish so many
things in his community,”
said Kar.
While ACES members
gained a lot from the summit, the ultimate purpose
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of the trip will remain unrealized if students do not
take what they learned and
implement it into their own
worlds. In that spirit, Kar
was excited to return home
and spread the messages he
heard and the qualities he
developed.
“I hope to bring back to
SLUH the leadership skills
I learned from the Youth
Summit in order to benefit
the SLUH community and
my own local community,”
said Kar.
“I believe the overarching theme of the speakers
was the importance of history and of knowing the lessons of history in order to
bring them into the present
and future,” said Kovarik.
“I’d like to meet with the
students. I want to talk more
about it with them and see
what their ideas are for implementing what we learned
into the community.”

Faculty Retreat allows for reflection, discussion
after busy week
BY Kyle McEnery
STAFF			

A

fter a busy week of Open
House, the Sponsorship
Review, and Parent-Teacher
Conferences, the St. Louis
U. High faculty gathered at
the Marianist Retreat house
on Monday to relax and
listen to talks on the day’s
theme: “Praying in the spirit
of women: the genius of the
feminine.”
This
past
Monday,
SLUH’s faculty met at the retreat house for breakfast and
spent time casually conversing until the group gathered
at 9:00 am for a series of reflections, key notes, and talks.
The first reflection was
given by Gene Wright, the
Grounds
Superindendent,
who briefly discussed his
mother and her faith life,
and how she has been a significant influence on his own
faith life.
Following
Wright’s
speech, Sister Virginia Herbers, ASCJ who is currently
involved in campus ministry
at St. Louis University and
previously worked at Cor

Jesu, spoke about women
of faith in scripture and the
graces that can be learned
from them. Herbers focused
on four female figures, one
from Catholic tradition and
three from Scripture, including the anonymous adulteress
who was to be stoned before
Jesus intervened.
“We don’t know who this
woman was, we never learned
her name, but the power of
forgiveness and that role was
really powerful for that community and to reflect on that
was neat,” said principal Ian
Gibbons, S.J.
The woman from Catholic tradition discussed was St.
Catherine of Siena, a figure
who rose above her station in
life and challenged authorities, both in the secular society and within the Church.
“It was really powerful
for me to hear both talks and
kind of got me reflecting on
my own relationship with my
mother and my faith that she’s
inspired upon me,” said math
teacher and Campus Minister
Stephen Deves.
Following
Herbers’

keynote was a short period
for quiet reflection. Faculty
could walk through the beautiful outdoors, sit quietly, or
reflect in their own personal
space.
Once everyone returned,
the group split into small
groups of about eight or nine
faculty members to discuss
both what they had heard
that morning and what they
had reflected upon during the
previous prayer time. Many
in the small groups discussed
women who have shaped
them and their faith life.
A second reflection,
from English teacher Jennifer
Carroll, followed the lunch
break. Carroll talked about
her mother and grandmother, elaborating upon how they
guided her towards the right
path and shaped her into the
person she is today.
“I really liked hearing
from Mr. Wright and Mrs.
Carroll,” said Deves. “I was
very moved by their stories of
their mothers. I like hearing
from my colleagues in ways
that I don’t normally get to
hear during the school day.

I like hearing about stories
from their life, and their faith,
and stories about who they
are that you don’t normally
get in daily interactions.”
Herbers wrapped up her
keynote after Carroll’s testimony and further discussed
the the females characters
she mentioned can represent
growth in our own faith lives.
“She was a very knowledgeable woman,” said Deves.
“I liked the way Sister Virginia kind of shared these four
women and how they can inspire us in our own faith.”
The retreat left many faculty members reflecting upon
their own lives.
“I was moved by Sister’s
talks and the faculty members that spoke,” said Theology teacher Diego Navarro.
“I was left wondering about
a number of different experiences about the day, like
what their relationship with
their mom was like. So I left
in some ways just thinking
about my own mom and what
my relationship with her was
like.”

wo weeks ago, Tracy Lyons
left her math classes at St.
Louis U. High and travelled to
a retreat center north of Milwaukee to spend a week participating in the Jesuit Schools
Network’s (JSN) Seminars in
Ignatian Leadership.
SLUH currently has four
faculty members in the twoyear program, which includes
four one-week-long conferences at various sites throughout
the country. Lyons and college
counselor Kevin Crimmins are
in the first year and Assistant
Principal for Student Life Brock
Kesterson and Science teacher
Bradley Mueller are in the second.
Crimmins and Lyons were
both nominated for the program by principal Ian Gibbons,
S.J., who strongly believes in the
benefits of the seminars.
“The JSN Leadership
Seminars are a potent formation
program for the rising stewards
of our Jesuit high schools,” said
Gibbons. “I have nominated
participants for this program at
three different schools and have
seen the power of the program
to unlock the potential of its
participants.”
Nominated for the program along with Lyons and
Crimmins are faculty and staff
from the 62 other Jesuit schools
in the U.S. and Canada, including principals, counselors and
other teachers. As a result, the
seminars give teachers the opportunity to network with people all across North America.
For Gibbons, this opportunity
to meet other people in Jesuit
schools is one of the best parts
about these seminars.
“Perhaps the greatest part
of the program is the networking that happens in these weeklong sessions,” said Gibbons.
“Participants get to know influential leaders at our other …
schools, and they can pick up
the phone to speak about complex and challenging issues with
a colleague who has faced similar cases.”
The Seminars include lectures, small group work, and
personal reflection, and are
intended to develop spiritual,
dynamic leaders. They are modeled after the life of St. Ignatius,
following his journey through
Europe, important events in his
life, and his eventual leadership
of the Jesuits.
The first session in this
program, which Lyons attended
in Milwaukee, focused on teaching educators the foundations
of leadership. Attendees spent
time learning about different
leadership styles and how to apply them to different situations,
depending on the speed and
collaboration that the situation
requires. Lyons found this topic
especially interesting.
“(It) was really interesting
to think about because it keeps
me from being pigeon-holed
in one (leadership style),” said
Lyons. “Maybe I worked better
one way but now I can bring
other types of leadership based

on what the scenario is.”
The attendees take the
Myers Briggs Type Indicator
personality test, which allows
them to determine some of their
strongest personality preferences, both at work and in their
everyday lives. One of Lyons’
strongest preferences was Judging (J), which suggests that she
prefers sequential thinking and
structure in decision making.
The conference taught educators how to use their strengths
and work with others who
do not share their strengths,
and Lyons hopes to bring this
knowledge back to her day to
day work at SLUH.
“I bring (Judging) as a
strength to lots of opportunities here (at SLUH) like when
I’m working with students and
when I’m planning things,” Lyons said. “When I’m working
with someone who does not
have a strong J type, sometimes
I can feel frustrated with the fact
that they don’t want to do things
as linearly as I want to but I’ve
started to recognize the gifts that
they bring.”
Lyons was inspired to attend the Seminars by the experiences of her colleagues and by
the opportunity to meet other
Jesuit educators.
“It was an opportunity to
meet some new people within
the network. Lots of my colleagues have gone through the
program … and I’ve heard really
great things from them,” Lyons
said. “I felt like I needed to check
it out.”
Crimmins, who traveled to
California earlier in October for
his conference, echoed Lyons’
desire to become more involved
with the Jesuit network.
“I jump at any chance I can
to get more plugged into the Jesuit network because every time
I do, I’m always impressed by
the quality and character of the
people I am working with,” he
said. “I really enjoy getting to
know those people.”
Crimmins also hopes to
use the opportunity to see ways
that he can improve his work for
SLUH.
“I want to make sure I’m
doing the best job I can,” said
Crimmins. “Any chance I can
get to work to improve myself
through these types of opportunities … is really good for me
and for the school.”
Lyons also commented
that sharing a common mission
with the other attendees made
the experience even more effective.
“It was very fruitful to get
away from school for a week
while still feel very attached to
it,” said Lyons. “I was with other
people that teach at Jesuit high
schools so we all have a shared
mission and outlook on what
education is and why we do
what we do. It was really cool
to meet other people doing all
sorts of jobs in Jesuit schools.”
Crimmins agreed.
“I think (networking) was
really great,” he said. “It was all
about working together and
creating a vision for what Jesuit
education can be.”
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Unseth, encouraged by Leonard
Slatkin, conducts piece for
Chamber Orchestra
BY Ben Klevorn
NEWS EDITOR

T

Ken Schmitt speaks to students in 215C.

Mike Gordon
REPORTER

W

ith the teachers in department meetings on
Wednesday morning, St. Louis
U. High students had a late start.
However, some students arrived
at 8:00 a.m. for a presentation
about the immigration process.
The One World Club
hosted Ken Schmitt, an immigration lawyer in the greater St.
Louis area. Schmitt, the winner
of the AILA Advocacy Award,
gave a presentation on the system of immigration policy in
the United States. The biggest
classroom at SLUH, 215C, was
nearly filled with interested
students who wanted to know
more about what was going on
at the southern border. Students
learned about how the United
States government takes in refugees and immigrants.
“It was very informative
and helped me see a different
side of the conversation going
on in today’s culture, ” said senior Gabe Manalang.
In
the
presentation,
Schmitt outlined different sce-
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narios of how an immigrant
might try to receive asylum in
the United States, and what the
probable outcomes would be.
He also educated students about
the nature of his work and the
types of dilemmas that he must
face as a part of his job.
Immigrants are usually
given an expedited order, which
removes them from the U.S immediately, a practice Schmitt
sees as a denial of due process.
Before 2014, this was not a very
widespread practice, and often,
people could get into the country by claiming they would stay
with a family member. However,
Expedited Orders were used
more post-2014 as more family
units came to the border.
“I think they (expedited orders) pose a double standard for
criminal justice. In America, no
matter who you are, you should
be protected by the 5th Amendment and get due process,” said
senior Victor Stefanescu in regards to expedited orders.
Students were given a new
perspective of the problem at the
Mexican-American border, and
many filled out response sheets

to retain the information they
had been taught. The response
sheets asked different questions
and had students write down
important factual information.
“I was actually able to read
some of their notes,” said Spanish teacher Maria Paz Campos,
“I’m always super impressed
with the quality of students we
have here at the school. They
were really able to make deeper
connections and challenge their
own perspectives.”
The One World Club wants
to show the humanity of immigrants and how some of their
treatment is not what Jesuit values at SLUH teach us. The club
wants to focus on how many
students come from families that
have immigrated to America.
“There’s really a lot of
people here, if not immigrants
themselves, their parents or
their grandparents are, so they’re
recent arrivals,” said Spanish
teacher Magdalena Alvarado.
The One World Club will
continue to have meetings about
social issues, but they will be
moving their focus from immigration to human rights.

PN Puzzle

crossword | Matt Friedrichs

he stage was set, the
musicians were in their
chairs ready to play, but there
was one significant difference.
Instead of band director Jeff
Pottinger standing up front
conducting the Chamber Orchestra, it was someone else—
junior Alexander Unseth.
Unseth made his orchestral conducting debut at the
Fall Band & Orchestra Concert when the Chamber Orchestra performed “The Black
Sea” under the direction of
Unseth.
A conversation with a
former St. Louis Symphony
director gave Unseth the inspiration to take on the daunting task.
“I haven’t had any previous experience, but I have
talked with other major conductors. I talked with Leonard
Slatkin, who used to conduct
the St. Louis Symphony, so I
talked with him and he gave
me some pointers and he said
that if you want to conduct,
the best place to start is with
your school orchestra,” said
Unseth.
“The Black Sea,” written
by Gary Gackstetter, conveys
the feelings of waves by swells
in the dynamics, according to
Unseth. It is a difficult piece to
play and conduct, thanks to a
rare 7 / 8 time signature.
“I think (“The Black
Sea”) showcases the orchestra
the best because it’s a pretty
difficult piece especially for
a chamber orchestra,” said

38 Online World Travel System, briefly
40 Bob with soothing nature paintings
43 *insert horse noise*
47 (*) Frugality advice, and what 1, 24, 66, and
86 Across lack
50 Body fluid that carries white blood cells
51 Roasting skewer
52 Neighbor of a Irishman or a Brit
53 Major hospital on Clayton Road, near SLUH
55 Janitor’s tool
57 Is it comic or ironic?
58 What a text message is, abbr.
61 Land of the free, say
64 Soil, after heavy rain
66 (*) One who believes in a single god
70 Like a VSCO girl
74 Not a plant or a fungus
75 What the boys will be doing in Columbia
on Saturday
77 Creator of the Question Box
78 Ann Wagner and Lacy Clay are two
79 Between pre and post
81 ___ Robin (YUM)
83 Icon on an iPhone
84 Text Ariana Grande might send before
moving on
85 Data Base Management System, abbr.
86 (*) Meriting attention

Down

Across

1 (*) Spiteful and conceited quality
7 Peak
10 ____ then, else
12 Apparel for elbows and knees
13 One of the five senses
14 Winner’s take, at times
15 What a college’s URL end in
16 Nano and shuffle are types of it
18 American Medical Association

20 Second person to walk on the Moon
22 “Just a Dream” star from STL
24 (*) Alert on phone
26 Vehicular source for advice
28 ___ Chi, a form of martial arts
29 Perhaps all that blasphemy and alchemy share
30 Like Michigan’s 1991 Basketball recruits
33 Like Al Pacino’s organization, informally
35 What a senior’s grades might do

Unseth. “I think it was a good
challenge for the players and
me.”
As a cello player in the
Chamber Orchestra, Unseth
noted the difference—and
difficulty—of conducting the
orchestra.
“It’s kind of a weird experience to be standing in
front of everyone and they’re
just waiting for you to get the
downbeat, so you’re in total
control of everything,” said
Unseth. “It was a little strange
for me as a student for me to
be in the place of a director.”
Unseth’s conducting did
not happen all by itself, however. He had to put in his fair
share of work to ensure he had
mastered the song, and also
so that the orchestra players
understood his style of conducting.
“For me personally, I
would put on a recording of
the piece and conduct along
with it. I did this a lot, because
I knew I needed the practice
but also because it was fun to
do,” said Unseth. “I conducted
a lot in the orchestra class itself, so that the players would
get a sense of how I thought
the phrasing should go, and
also just get a sense of me,
since it’s not usual for a student to conduct an orchestra.”
Unseth is already an accomplished musician; right
now, he plays cello in the very
selective St. Louis Symphony
Youth Orchestra, and last year
he was named the first alternate cello in the Missouri AllState Band & Orchestra Ensemble. His deep knowledge

1 Whirl around
2 Athlete’s wrap
3 Like the Hebrews’ Golden Calf
4 “Is” in Spanish
5 The Adriatic, for one
6 It precedes “circle” and “truck”
7 Group for those trying to kick the habit
8 Lake where miracles come true
9 How you’d refer to her in Madrid
10 What 47 across is
11 Bone that’s no laughing matter
15 Smallest of the Great Lakes
17 Add-ons for a video game

3

of music and past experiences
set him up well for this spot.
“He’s very musical in his
conducting. You know what
he wants and what dynamic
and articulation he wants, his
pattern is surprisingly clear,
he’s really conducting like a
second year college student,”
said Pottinger.
Pottinger enjoyed the unusual perspective of watching
the Chamber Orchestra play
under another person’s direction and was amazed at the
job Unseth did.
“It was fantastic. I can’t
even tell you how difficult it
is to conduct. It’s surprisingly
difficult,” said Pottinger. “The
first note, getting the downbeat, is difficult. I can’t explain
it. Until you stand in front of a
group and explain to yourself,
‘I’m supposed to go like this
and everyone is supposed to
play.’ It’s a weird moment, like
a trust fall when you fall back,
you’re just trusting that everyone is actually going to play.”
Now, Unseth looks forward to the possibility of
conducting the Chamber Orchestra once again, and he
has expressed an interest in
pursuing music, specifically
orchestral conducting, in college and beyond.
For the upcoming Christmas Band & Orchestra Concert, another one of his musical talents will be showcased.
The Chamber Orchestra is
planning to perform a piece
Unseth composed himself.

19 Back of a ship
21 Defensive Tackle
23 Okonkwo’s speciality food
25 Disliked group in the Police
Department, briefly
27 Came into the world
30 Chicken or pheasant
31 A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far ___
32 THE high school’s mixer
34 Halloween exclamations
36 There wasn’t any room for Mary here
37 One movie explores their secret lives
39 41 Down, plural
41 In chemistry, ideal conditions
42 Wet portion of a triathlon
44 Ancient Columbian Empire
45 Hockey hitter
46 What might start a web address
48 Edwardsville High School, on a
scoreboard
49 Building block of the universe
54 Follower of Mohammad
56 McLaren’s ___, a legendary
establishment
58 Like a student with a 4.0
59 The root of all evil
60 Castaway’s salvation
62 MO college in Rolla
63 One of the four elements
65 Family member with devastating jokes
67 Eucharistic Minister
68 In poetry, a short syllable followed by
a long one
69 Remedy to an ailment
71 What a chair or a bench is
72 What Image Based Photo Hulls and
International Biohazard Permit
Holders share
73 Reproduce on a printer
76 Not old, recent
80 Japanese competitor of the PSP
82 Just ___ it
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Noises Off showcases play within a play;
Middle schoolers get
performances Thursday, Saturday and Sunday inside look at SLUH
during Open House
(continued from page 1)

Junior Alex Bollini (left) and MacLean Blanner.

Senior Andrew Normington.

(continued from page 1)

interior of a two story, 16th
century, 80s-renovated British home with a lot of doors.
The other side is the mock
backstage set from which the
chaos is birthed.
The set features catwalks on both sides, two sets
of stairs, and comes within a
foot of the Schulte Theater’s
stage frame. The crew wears
their usual black outfits with
an extra “Nothing On” plastered across the back, insert-

and it is just so much fun to
stare into the audience with
pure fear.”
The Dauphin Players
act as both their character
and their character’s character, switching back and forth
between the realms of reality
and fantasy.
“You see different pieces
of the characters—you see
what they’re like when they’re
trying to rehearse, you see

what they’re like when they’re
backstage, and then you see
what they’re like when they’re
trying to perform it,” said
McKernan. “It’s as silly as
farce can be, and it has a lot of
character nuance to it because
you’re seeing (the characters)
in different modes.”
The players’ duality is
complemented by the twosided set, which sits on a rotating turntable. On one side
is the Nothing On set, the

photos | Miguel Cadiz

ing them in the production
as apparent mirrors of Tim
Allgood, the crew member in
show played by senior Daniel
Gatewood.
Last night’s opening is
followed by a morning performance today for some
Fine Arts students, including
Whitaker’s and McKernan’s
classes. Performances are at
7:30 on Saturday, and the
show closes with a 2:00 p.m.
matinee Sunday.

inside the school. However,
the day was still successful
in bringing in people from
around the area to hear from
students involved in different
areas all around the school.
Admissions Coordinator Jennifer Thomas was in
charge of rounding up students to tour families around
the school, but in addition to
the traditional tours given by
student ambassadors, there
was a smoother version of a
new feature to Open House
from last year.
“There’s a lot of moving parts,” said Thomas. “We
need curricular departmental
representation, athletic repre-

because sometimes when
families are taking the full
tour, it’s long. They don’t get to
spend time in the Robotics lab
or with the coaches or in the
Foreign Language hallway as
they would like to. Now they
get to.”
Director of Admissions
Ann Murphy was also pleased
with how smoothly the event
ran this year and thinks it
gave families the best glimpse
of SLUH that the school can
offer at Open House.
“I think that Open House
was a huge success and really
shows SLUH at its best with
our whole community available to welcome our guests
and let them see everything

Curdt praised for leadership and talent in
classroom, Learning Center, and beyond
(continued from page 1)

always coaching freshman on
how to be a student at large,”
said Hussung. “They’re being
equipped with the skills of
studying while studying The
Odyssey, which is a doubleblessing for his students.”
“Each day we walk in,
and he’s just really excited to
teach us,” said Colin Fleming,
a freshman in Curdt’s English
class. “He really cares that
each one of his students will
do well, and in his class, I’m
motivated to do well, and I
strive to succeed.”
This being his second

year as Director of the Learning Center, Curdt has also influenced students.
“He has completely
changed the way we do things
in the Learning Center,” said
learning coach Lissie Tippett.
“He’s wonderful with working
within the school and the other teachers and administrators to make sure everything
runs smoothly. He does an
excellent job of bringing everyone together and allowing
us to communicate on behalf
of the students.”
English teacher Michael Mohr, S.J. is grateful for

Curdt’s work.
“Mr. Curdt is a great
mentor, friend and colleague.
He brings an energy that just
makes me want to get better
and be better as a teacher,”
said Mohr. “I’ve loved working with him on a couple of
committees and following his
direction as an expert in student support services, which
has been so helpful for me as
a teacher. He’s a great guy, a
great friend, and a great man,
and I have nothing but love
and respect for him.”
Curdt thanks the school
and Emerson for acknowl-

AASHE students plan to bring back
college level conservation initiatives
(continued from page 1)

exposed to a diverse array
of initiatives and programs
that have even developed
into business opportunities
around the country that put
the longevity of the Earth before profit.
“There were companies that produced all sorts
of things, from bicycle programs for university campuses to Companion, which
is a company that does water
bottles and cups, reusables for
schools with various amounts
of sustainable practices,” said
Lodholz.
Karim valued the sessions with businesses the
most. He thought they gave
him insights into how to promote sustainability while still
maintaining the livability of
our country.
“There was a boxed water company, and they pretty

much presented on how
their option is sustainable
and financially feasible,” said
Karim.
Lodholz was impressed
with the students on the trip.
“It was impressive to see
them listen to the ideas that
were presented by the speakers,” said Lodholz.
For the SLUH group, the
conference culminated with
their presentation.
On Tuesday, the group
presented its poster about the
history of the Energy Team
and how they are becoming
more energy aware on SLUH’s
campus. They discussed how
they educate themselves and
the community with their
improvised website. They also
talked about how SLUH incorporates a metering system
that was granted last year, and
what are they are doing now
to create an energy model and

For tips, corrections, or
story ideas,
please email prepnews@
sluh.org

analyze the data that is being
collected through the submeters.
Karim felt honored that
he and two other classmates
could attend AASHE.
“We were the only high
schoolers there, so that was
pretty neat and kind of left me
feeling proud of the Energy
Team’s
accomplishments,”
said Karim. “It’s just kind of
cool to be put on the same
level as college students.”
Karim thought that the
conference made its mark on
him. Different talks taught
him ways that SLUH could
maybe change some policies
and practices in its conservation efforts.
“I thought it all just
made me really think about
what SLUH is doing and
what SLUH could be doing,”
said Karim. “There was this
one initiative where a college reduced the number of
trash cans, and replaced the
removed cans with recycling
bins—like just small, easy
things like that could make a
huge difference. I just feel like
now I know things we could
do to synchronize SLUH with
the ground it sits on.”

edging him, and is especially
thankful for the mentorship
he received from former
English teachers Rich Moran
and Jim Raterman, and current teachers Bill George and
Chuck Hussung.
“I work with fellow
teachers who I am in awe of
what they do every day, with
their creativity, dedication,
and commitment across the
departments,” said Curdt.
“The award is a very nice honor, and I’m very appreciative
of the school for recommending me and of the committee
for selecting me.”

Senior Daniel Blunt performing a science experiment.
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sentation, co-curricular club
representation, and an army
of volunteers.”
Families could again
choose between the traditional tour or a more customized
experience. This year, families
who chose the customized approach walked around with
student ambassadors, but they
were given new detailed maps
and guides at registration in
order to help them decide
which areas they wanted to
see most. The result is a more
efficient tour for families revisiting the school, according to Admissions Assistant
Adam Cruz.
“If a kid had taken a
shadow or the parents had
already been in the building, they could just go see the
spots they wanted to see, and
spend a lot more time there,”
said Cruz. “I think that’s nice

SLUH has to offer a student,”
said Murphy. “The students
(helping at Open House) did a
phenomenal job this year and
were given great compliments
in the feedback we received.”
Murphy and the Admissions team are proud of the
event, but Murphy hopes that
in the future the team can
make the day even better by
working diligently to innovate the process and respond
to feedback from this year’s
visitors.
“Next year, I’d like to
make Open House even more
of an interactive experience
and incorporate technology
somehow,” said Murphy. “Not
sure what that will be, but we
have some time to think about
it. If any students have any
ideas about that, I’d welcome
them!”

What’s that Thing?
The metal panel,
now painted over,
by the southeastern
stairwell from the
senior hallway to
the locker room,
was originally two
payphones “where
guys would talk to
their girlfriends
during noon rec,”
according to Mr.
Wehner. They were
taken down once
cell phones took
over.
—compiled by Michael Trower
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Soccer suffers devastating Racquet-Bills are back! Set sights on National 10-peat
Kyle McEnery
game against Alex Lancia. Their trol in the second, losing 15-2, said Prichard. “It’s official: side to
District loss to De Smet;
match will be played on a later then lost in the tiebreaker 11-6. side works better than front and
fter spring training, sum- date.
off good, but he back.”
finishes 16-7-1
With the first meet startAmer camps, and the highly The No. 3 seed position made“Imestarted
run a lot which tired
BY
STAFF

Senior Charles Neuwirth versus De Smet.

Jimmy Stanley and
Michael Trower
SPORTS EDITOR, STAFF

S

LUH varsity soccer suffered a devastating 3-2
overtime loss Tuesday night
that ended their season in a
game that slipped right between their fingertips.
Seeded No. 3 in the
tournament, SLUH (16-6-1)
was confident, having focused on playing De Smet
for the past two weeks.
“We knew we were going to play (De Smet) after Chami beat them,” said
head coach Bob O’Connell.
“I thought the preparation
before the game was outstanding.”
Senior
Ethan
Joly,
who broke his jaw just one
month before the district
game against De Smet, made
a remarkable return to close
out his SLUH soccer career.
“I didn’t know if I’d be
able to play until an hour
before, so when everyone
found out, it was pretty
close to game time and it
was a surprise to almost everyone so they were all pretty excited,” said Joly. “It felt
great to be able to start the
game again and have some
control over the game rather than sitting on the bench.
The crowd was also incredible, so playing in that atmosphere one last time was
unforgettable.”
The game kicked off at
De Smet just after Chaminade beat Ritenour. SLUH’s
student section was packed
and ready to watch SLUH
battle in the biggest game of
the year. The Jr. Bills were
looking to avenge their 3-0
loss to De Smet just a month
prior.
The start was extremely physical with limited scoring opportunities
by both sides. Senior John
Marshall led the defensive
charge for the Jr. Bills and
stifled De Smet’s strong offense. De Smet also dominated SLUH’s strikers with
the only opportunities in
SLUH’s favor being two on
five or three on five situa-
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tions. SLUH was unable to
break away and gain any
traction.
SLUH’s best opportunity came when dominating
De Smet’s offensive zone.
Senior Kevin Stein took
a shot from right outside
the box with SLUH forwards waiting for a rebound
chance, but the shot soared
over the net.
The score was tied 0-0
going into half.
“I think we all felt we
had them right where we
wanted them. We knew our
chances were going to come
and we had done a great job
of shutting down their offense,” said senior captain
Charles Neuwirth.
“We didn’t want to
concede an early goal, and
we did a good job of limiting their chances,” said
O’Connell. “I was pleased
with where the game was at.”
In the second half, De
Smet was the first to pressure. Only nine minutes in,
De Smet had a partial breakaway before junior Tilhuan
Murphy swiped through the
ball to break up the play.
However, only two
minutes later, the SLUH
midfield was caught off
guard when they thought
they had a throw-in when
it was in fact De Smet’s ball.
The De Smet midfielder
took advantage of the open
space and played a perfect
ball into the box over Herrmann’s head for a 1-0 De
Smet lead.
“After De Smet scored
their first goal, there was
a sense of confusion and
shock at first, but I knew
that there was still a lot of
time left and we still needed
a goal,” said Joly. “I wanted
to keep the intensity up that
we had played with for the
first half of that game so
I ran to the goal, grabbed
the ball, and threw it back
to half field so we could get
started right away, and sure
enough we answered back
just a minute later. I think
that after getting over

anticipated fall racquetball season, the National Champs are
back and better than ever. The Jr.
Bills have officially begun their
season with a 4-1 victory against
Parkway West at the beautiful
courts of Vetta Concord.
Last Tuesday, the coaches
of the SLUH racquetball team
gathered to discuss the seeding of each team, getting varsity ready for their first match,
which took place this Tuesday.
Returning from last year’s
varsity team, senior Nick Schulze settled in as the No. 1 seed on
the team. Schulze played his first
game as No. 1 seed against Parkway’s Ethan Wood, nailing his
shots as he kept them low to the
ground with perfect angles.
“My shots were on point
the first game, but the second, I
got a little tired and was leaving
my shots up,” said Schulze.
Although he lost some
steam going into his second
game, Schulze took the match
with ease, winning 15-5, 15-9.
Senior Andrew Porterfield
is yet to make his debut as the
No. 2 seed due to a postponed

for this year’s team was claimed
by last year’s No. 6 seed, senior
Tommy Phillips, who won his
first match against Rick Phung.
With his ceiling ball game a
little off, Phillips dominated
the match with hot serves and
strong passes to the forehand.
Phillips won 15-11, 15-6.
“My opponent was a tough
player with some great shots, so
I think he also pushed me to up
my play in the match,” said Phillips.
Kyle Zoellner claimed the
No. 4 seed on varsity thanks to
his extraordinary serves and
beautiful left-handed shots. Although Zoellner’s match against
Adam Lancia did not occur due
to Zoellner being gone on a college visit, the game will be rescheduled.
Junior Oliver Allen stepped
up from being No. 1 seed on JV
1-2 last year and took the varsity
No. 5 seed as his own. Parkway’s
Nio Hulen, however, played
smart racquetball with wide
passes, leaving Allen at a disadvantage. Although Allen won
his first game 15-6, he lost con-

me out and it was downhill after
the first game,” said Allen.
Junior No. 6 seed Danny
Juergens played against Daniel
Caton in his first-ever varsity
match. During his first game,
Juergens played a little frantically, but ended up winning 15-13.
He took control of himself in the
second game and mastered his
ceiling ball, leading to a much
stronger 15-5 victory.
“I definitely had some firstgame jitters,” said Juergens. “The
second game I really calmed
down and focused on hitting
good ceiling balls to the corners.
My game was a lot more consistent then.”
With Johnathan Prichard and John Hilker as varsity’s
“Double John” doubles team,
SLUH was able to gain their final
victory against Parkway’s Ross
Harter and Joe Layter. With a
strong serve rotation and smart
wide angle passes, SLUH won
15-8, 15-4.
“Hilker took a bit more
control of the court with his
backhand kills and I really just
beamed it where it had to go,”

ing off strong, the Jr. Bills plan
to fight as hard as they possibly
can for their tenth consecutive
national championship. The
high number of returning varsity players gives the team a large
advantage.
“Most of the other teams
only have one or two really good
players, while ours has a lot
more depth to it,” said Schulze.
Part of what makes SLUH
racquetball so powerful is the
dedication to practicing and
putting in the work weekly.
“My hope is that we do our
best and ideally we win,” said
Director of the Racquetball Program Stephen Deves. “But more
importantly, I hope these guys
grow and improve as players
every single week, that they are
playing their best until the very
last week of the season, meaning
they’re constantly growing every
day throughout the season.”
“I hope we can all improve
in how we play collectively and
go into both State and Nationals
as the best possible team we can
be,” said Phillips.

Football ends season in heartbreaking loss to CBC
BY Blake Obert
SPORTS EDITOR

D

espite a strong start and an
early lead, SLUH football’s
season came to an end last Friday in a heartbreaking 27-14 loss
to CBC.
The Jr. Bills started hot
with a 50-yard return from junior Kyle Dulick , but were unable to capitalize on their strong
field position and left their first
offensive drive scoreless after a
missed field goal attempt from
the 17-yard line.
CBC showed on the next
drive that the game was not
going to be easy. Despite two
sacks from senior Luke Schuermann, CBC still put points on
the board thanks to a booming
41-yard field goal. CBC took the
lead 3-0 with 6:30 left in the first.
“That was a super long
field goal—especially for a high
school game,” said Schuermann.
“We felt good that we made him
really put his leg into it instead of
it just being a chip shot.”
The Jr. Bills’ offense struck
right back with points of their
own, scoring on a hard fought
drive, sparked by a strong run
game. Senior running back
Kellen Porter and senior quarterback Brendan Hannah
combined for 38 rushing yards
on the drive, with most of the
yardage coming in short bursts
and an 18-yard run from Porter. Hannah notched SLUH’s
first touchdown of the day with
a 6-yard quarterback sneak.
SLUH took the lead 7-3.
“We didn’t want them to
run away with the lead, but I
think because we were the first
team to score a touchdown we
realized that this isn’t the same
continued on page 7 CBC team as last year,” said

Hannah. “We thought we could
easily beat these guys and switch
it up. I think (the score) gave us
a lot more confidence and we
were more excited.”
Continuing the momentum from the first score, SLUH
forced a fumble on CBC’s following drive. From there, with
the help of a 16-yard pass from
Hannah to sophomore Ike
Thompson into the red zone, the
Jr. Bills capped the drive off with
a 16-yard pass from Hannah to
Thompson for their second, and
last, touchdown of the night. After the extra point, the Jr. Bills led
14-3 with 8:14 left in the second
quarter.
“The scoring was created
by a team effort. On our first
touchdown, we had a great kickoff return to near midfield. On
our second score, the defense
forced a fumble and created
another short field,” said head
coach Mike Jones. “Our offense
executed the plays called. All
phases, offense, defense, and
special teams, executed and it
created 14 points.”

CBC fired back their next
drive with their first touchdown
of the night. SLUH’s defense got
caught sleeping and CBC took
advantage on a 43-yard bomb
into the red zone. They finished
off the drive with a 12-yard fade
route to the corner of the end
zone for a touchdown to shorten
SLUH’s lead to 14-10, a score
that would hold to halftime.
SLUH’s offense made it all
the way to the 5-yard line following the CBC score, but the Jr.
Bills went empty-handed after
an interception gave CBC the
ball back in the final seconds of
the first half.
“I think if we would have
scored going into halftime we
could have had a big lead, but
(the interception) gave them
some momentum going into
half,” said Hannah. “We still
had excitement at half, but if
we would have scored I think
we would have been a lot better
off because it would have been
more about running out the
clock and things like that.”
CBC kept up the pressure

entering the second half, and
took the lead once again after
scoring a touchdown on the first
possession of the third quarter.
SLUH’s secondary allowed 45
yards through the air, as well as
the 15-yard passing touchdown
that ended the drive. CBC was
back on top with the scoreboard
reading 17-14 after the extra
point.
“The real issue was they
started exploiting our secondary,” said Schuermann. “We
were having a hard time tackling
their big receivers. The first drive
of the third quarter they just
kept throwing screens to the big
guys and that really hurt us.”
SLUH’s offense was not
able to find their footing in their
first drive of the second half, and
CBC continued to hound the
defense, scoring another touchdown after the Jr. Billikens were
forced to punt.
After a 15-yard pass interference call that resulted in a
28-yard total gain for the Cadets,
the CBC offense attacked with
a flurry of double-digit gains,
eventually reaching SLUH’s
2-yard line. The Cadets secured
their first rushing touchdown to
go up 24-14 with 4 minutes left
in the third.
SLUH and CBC’s offenses
were unable to replicate their
success for the rest of the game,
and the defenses held the scoreboard stagnant. The Jr. Billikens
season was cut off, and CBC’s
victory firework show following
their win was a shot to the heart
of any SLUH football fan.
“We were all disappointed
that we lost the game. It really
hurt, but when you believe that
you had a great chance to win,
the hurt feeling is expected,” said
art | Bob Devoll Jones.
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Swim and Dive gets MCC 9-peat; seniors excel JV Swim shows
Nicholas Dalaviras
six seconds in the 100 breast- Andrews coasted to win the as they finished 1-2-3 in the
and Jack Figge		
promise for future
stroke (1:05.84) and put him- B-final (1:55.47), dropping 100 breaststroke.
BY

NEWS EDITOR, REPORTER

he St. Louis U. High
Swim and Dive Team
wrapped up its regular season
and opened the postseason
with strength this past week.
Many swimmers earned best
times and state qualifying
times at the final meet of the
regular season, the MICDS
Invite, and at the MCC Conference Championships. At
MCCs, the Jr. Bills won their
ninth straight championship,
breaking one school record
and multiple MCC meet records in the process.
Last Friday, all of the varsity swimmers with less than
two automatic state qualifying
times travelled to MICDS for
the MICDS Invite in hopes of
capturing some final times in
a fast pool before Conference.
The 200 freestylers led
the way as juniors Sam Andrews (1:57.43) and Joe
McArthur (1:59.47) dropped
time; McArthur shaved four
seconds off his previous best
and broke the two-minute
barrier for the first time in his
first of two big swims on the
night. In the next event, senior
Evan Lu dropped over a sec-

self into state consideration
position along with senior
Adam Simokaitis (1:06.50).
On Tuesday night,
the Jr. Bills qualified every
swimmer for finals with a
successful prelims, and on
Wednesday, finals competition began. The SLUH divers started off the conference
meet memorably as all four of
the varsity divers competed
together for the first time in
an 11-dive meet. Sophomore
Tom Nguyen finished eighth
in his 11-dive debut, scoring
238.85 points.
The Jr. Bills’ three
state divers also had a dynamic night as senior Max
Manalang finished fourth
(435.35), sophomore Sebastian Lawrence took third
(477.45), and senior captain
Gabe Manalang captured
the MCC title with a recordbreaking 501.00, a new school
and MCC record.
“I was ecstatic
and in disbelief,” said Gabe
Manalang. “I don’t remember
the last time I felt that happy.
I’m just happy my name will
get on the (school record)
board for at least a year unless

two seconds, Moehn dropped
over a second (1:56.76), and
Schroeder shaved three seconds (1:56.99). Senior Sean
Santoni took third overall
(1:50.16).
In the 200 IM, Scharff
pulled in his first individual
win of the night (1:54.51),
sophomore Ned Mehmeti
followed behind in second
(2:03.34), freshman Gavin
Baldes touched for fourth
(2:06.21), and Lu took fifth
(2:06.62). The 50 freestyle,
also known as “the Splashand-Dash,” earned the Jr. Bills
another 1-2 finish as junior
Eli Butters (21.88) and Zimmerman (22.41) touched first
and second, respectively.
After a ten-minute break,
Brown won his second MCC
title of the night, and his first
individual title, in the 100
butterfly (55.06), charging
from behind to out-touch a
Chaminade senior. Massie
and Baldes tied for fourth
(57.87).
Butters then took second
in the 100 freestyle (48.67)
after a nearly three second
prelim-to-final time drop
propelled the event cham-

In the 400 freestyle relay,
the final event of the night
with the possibility for the Jr.
Bills to sweep the relays, Butters wanted to avenge his earlier loss in the 100 freestyle.
On the anchor leg, Butters
faced off against the Chaminade senior who beat him in
the individual 100 and started off with a lead of just 0.2
seconds, which would have
meant another loss for Butters
if the individual times stood,
but this time, he refused to
lose. Butters split a magnificent 46.95, and combined
with Santoni, Baldes, and Cabra, sealed the win in 3:19.71.
“I was really happy with
Eli,” said head coach Lindsey
Ehret. “The kid works so hard
all the time, and of course,
beating the D1 Duke signee
in the 100 free at the end was
pretty on point, so that was
awesome for him to come
back from second and then
beat him in the relay.”
The Jr. Bills clinched the
nine-peat with a commanding 446 points while Chaminade (269) won a close battle
for second over third place
CBC (262).

ond in the 200 IM (2:05.83),
missing the automatic state
cut by 0.14 seconds.
Senior Carson Massie
then stole the evening as he
dropped over a second to
blast away the automatic state
cut, 55.59, with a blistering
55.07.
“I knew all season that
the MICDS meet would be
my best and last chance to get
the cut, so I went all out during the race,” said Massie. “I
was so shocked and relieved
afterwards to see that I got the
automatic time.”
In McArthur’s second
swim of the night, he dropped
nearly three seconds to storm
to a 53.08 in the 100 freestyle.
The “distance dudes,” as
they’re referred to in practice, then made their mark on
MICDS as junior Will Hudson
dropped a huge 16 seconds in
the 500 freestyle (5:33.37),
freshman Brendan Schroeder
dropped 10 seconds (5:21.30),
and senior Patrick Moehn
came even closer to the automatic state cut with an eight
second drop (5:06.82).
The final big swim
of the night came from sophomore Brody Nester, who surprised everyone, himself included, as he dropped nearly

Sebastian (Lawrence) breaks
it at State.”
The previous school record (486.60) was set by Tom
Tretter in 1992, the year that
dive coach Brenndan LeBrun
was a sophomore at SLUH.
“I am through the roof,”
said LeBrun. “I couldn’t be
more happy. I love when records come off the board,
and Gabe (Manalang) was so
focused, so steady, and some
of those dives he made look
exceptionally well.”
Going into State, LeBrun
believes that his trio will continue to push one another and
is ready to see performances
just like Gabe’s come Nov. 16,
the day of the state dive competition.
“I think I have three of
the best divers in the state
of Missouri—well, I know I
do,” said LeBrun. “I think on
any given day one can beat
the other, and tonight, I just
couldn’t be happier for Gabe.”
Swimming competition
started off with a victory from
the 200 medley relay team
of Lu, sophomore Cooper
Scharff, and seniors Andrew
Zimmerman and Josh Brown
(1:39.53). The 200 freestyle
crew followed up with another dominant night as

pion from Chaminade to win;
Zimmerman touched third
(49.10), and freshman Jason
Cabra placed fifth (50.55) in
his first MCC championship
final.
The 500 freestyle followed, and senior Nicholas Dalaviras had a breakout swim to win the B-final
(5:18.62), destroying his previous best set just the previous night by 13 seconds. The
rest of the distance dudes
finished 2-3-4 in the A final
with Mehmeti leading the way
(4:56.01), followed closely behind by Santoni (5:00.12) and
Moehn (5:12.59).
The 200 freestyle relay
continued their dominant
streak as the top relay in the
state as the team of Butters,
Zimmerman, Brown, and
Scharff combined to beat second place CBC by over five
seconds en route to a 1:28.11,
a new meet record. Scharff
then immediately followed
that relay record with an individual MCC record with
the fastest 100 back to ever hit
FoPo as he easily won with a
50.77.
Lu (1:04.19), Simokaitis (1:06.22), and Nester
(1:06.48) wrapped up the individual events for the Jr. Bills

LeBrun has been apart
of all nine of those wins, and
he feels like every time is still
a new, rewarding experience
for everyone.
“As a coach, I always feel
that winning MCCs is good
(for the team),” said LeBrun.
“When everyone steps up and
challenges themselves and get
that excitement, that is what
makes it special to me.”
With the postseason officially begun, the Jr. Bills have
just two more items on the
schedule: practice hard and
wait. On Sunday, Nov. 10, the
State psych sheet will be sent
out, and those who qualified
for the state meet via consideration times will finally know
their fate. For now, the Jr. Bills
without automatic times have
to hope that their times were
good enough to put them in
the top 32 entrants in their
events come Sunday.
State prelims begin next
Friday at 5 p.m., and finals
conclude on Saturday at 3
p.m., the Jr. Bills hoping to
become back-to-back state
champions.

T
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BY Jack Figge
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he future stars of the
St. Louis U. High Swim
and Dive Team had a prosperous season, with many
swimmers achieving time
drops and forming a sense
of team unity over the
course of the season.
“The friendships that
were formed between the
teammates was definitely a
highlight for me,” said junior varsity coach Rob Hill.
“The sophomore class were
great leaders, and the freshman class had a lot of fun
guys.”
Whether it was through
walking over to Forest Park
every day, or talking at three
hour invites, freshman and
sophomore swimmers alike
developed new friendships.
“I made a lot of friends
along the way,” said sophomore Nicholas Figge. “It
was a lot of fun messing
around during practice and
just hanging out with my
teammates.”
This year, Hill really
wanted to emphasize the
technique of each stroke.
“I wanted to get everybody ready to race,” said
Hill. “One of those aspects
is to have good technique.”
The emphasis on technique and working on each
swimmer’s stroke paid off
as many swimmers saw significant time drops over the
course of the season.
Many time drops occurred this past weekend
at JV’s two biggest meets of
the year: the MICDS Invite
and the JV MCC Championship.
Along with some of the
varsity swimmers, the JV
squad traveled to the gorgeous MICDS natatorium
to compete in the final invite of the season.
The meet started off
rocky with SLUH’s A and D
relay teams being disqualified after a lineup error.
But the meet slowly
began to improve as many
swimmers saw notable improvements in their individual events.
In the 200 IM, sophomore Freddy Laux dropped
three seconds. Then, in
the 50 freestyle, two freshmen dropped significant
time: Christopher St. John
dropped five seconds, and
in one of the most jawdropping races, Sean Chafee

dropped four seconds off
his leg of the 50 freestyle to
finish with an astonishing
24.47.
Sophomore Alex Wentz
also saw an impressive split,
posting a 59.18 in his leg of
the 400-yard freestyle relay,
dropping two seconds and
accomplishing one of his
season goals.
The next day, the team
was back in the harsh waters
of the Forest Park Community College pool for the JV
MCC Championships.
With a victory in the
the 200 medley relay, SLUH
took an early lead in the
meet. The lead continued to
grow as SLUH finished first,
second and fourth in the
200 freestyle.
In the 200 IM, freshman Matthew Sommers had
the biggest time drop of the
season, posting a 2:47.90
dropping 21.60 seconds
from his previous best.
“I was astonished,” said
Sommers. “The 200 IM is
one of the scariest events,
and I just told myself, ‘alright its the end of the season, I’ll give it my best shot.’
And I did amazing in the
end.”
The 500 freestyle saw
two more impressive time
drops, from and St. John.
In the 100 breastroke,
sophomore Sam Zychinski
and freshman Freddy Laux
each dropped close to three
seconds.
“Freddy and Sam both
had some good swims,”
said Hill. “They were both
swimming against varsity
swimmers and I was very
impressed.”
SLUH proved victorious in the JV MCC’s, beating their nearest competitor
by almost 200 points.
With many swimmers
seeing major improvement
on their strokes and times,
and with the many critical
relationships formed, the JV
season was deemed a major
success by both coaches and
swimmers alike.
“Almost all of the
swimmers dropped time
from the beginning of the
season,” said Hill. “That and
the social aspect were the
most important part of this
season.”
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loss in districts
versus De Smet
of the game. They were tired scored is the winner and the
(continued from page 7)

Senior Lucas Rackers (1955) at sectionals.

Mitchell Booher and
Peter LaBarge
STAFF

O

n a brisk Saturday morning at Parkway Central,
the XC team did what it has
done all year: win. With a
strong performance in Sectionals, the Jr. Bills took a 17-point
victory over second place Kirkwood and qualified for State.
Led by a third place finish from
senior Lucas Rackers, all seven
finishers medaled, including all
five scorers finishing as either
first or second all-Sectional
teams.
On a course with a very
short start that gets narrow
quickly, the Jr. Bills knew they
would have to get out fast to
put themselves in a position to
compete. When the gun went
off, the Jr. Bills raced with that
exact mindset, with all seven of
their runners getting out in potential medal positions.
Rackers led the way from
the start for SLUH, and by the
mile mark, was sitting in an impressive second place. The rest
of the team packed well to lead
each other through the race.
At seventh, eighth, and ninth
at the first mile mark, seniors
Noah Scott and Adam Mittendorf and sophomore Grant
Brawley used their pack to
work through tough moments
of the race.
“I think being in a group
throughout the race really
helps push each other to run
better,” said Brawley. “Having
my teammates, the guys I have
trained with all season, by my
side through the race gave me
confidence that we could work
through the race together.”
In the middle mile, Rackers began to make moves, pulling up to first at the second

mile mark. The second SLUH
pack continued to move forward, but with Scott starting to
fade, seniors Joe Callahan and
Peter Dillon began to work up
in the race. By the second mile
mark, Callahan had worked
himself up to 13th place, eyeing
the SLUH pack just seconds in
front of him.
“Even though I got out
slow because of the narrow
start, I finished right where I
wanted to be because I had my
eyes on my teammates for the
entire race and I was able to roll
the downhills well,” said Callahan.
As the race continued to
develop in the final mile, the Jr.
Bills continued to stay on the
attack. In the front of the race,
the tight pack of three runners, including Rackers, pulled
away from the rest of the runners. Near the end of the race,
Rackers unfortunately began
to cramp and fell back to third
among the front of the pack,
where he finished in 16:21.
“I think that the race Saturday showed that we are still
extremely good despite not always performing our best,” said
Rackers. “I had hoped to be
able to possibly pull away with
the win but it just turned out to
not be my day.”
Meanwhile, the second
to fifth Jr. Bill runners worked
with each each other to solidify
strong finishes in the last mile.
Mittendorf (10th, 16:45) led
the SLUH pack across the line
followed by Brawley (11th,
16:46) and Callahan (12th,
16:46) who came in side by
side with Brawley barely pulling ahead. Junior Ryan Kramer
(14th, 16:48), who had been in
the top 15 for most of the race,
finished a few seconds behind
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Callahan to wrap up the scoring five for SLUH.
“At the end, I tried to make
a move and stay with Grant and
I did until the last 200 where
Joe and Grant out-kicked me,”
said Kramer. “But I think the
packs throughout the race were
very strong and we had a great
day as a team just trying to do
what we’ve been doing and run
as a team.”
Dillon (18th, 16:58)
worked his way up throughout the race to a strong position as the sixth SLUH finisher,
and Scott (26th, 17:09) despite
struggling, finished as a medalist, solidifying SLUH’s strong
seven-medal performance.
Overall, SLUH wrapped
up the day with a team victory
of 46 points, 17 points better
than second place Kirkwood,
advancing themselves to State.
“The goal for Sectionals was to advance,” said head
coach Joe Porter. “It’s mission
accomplished. We were very
happy that the group was able
to run so well together.”
After 12 grueling weeks of
grinding, with ups and downs,
injuries and returns, huge wins
and devastating losses, there
is one more race to be run. It
all comes down to State this
weekend in Columbia. In their
first time ever running Gans
Creek Course, the new State
course, the Jr. Bills look to keep
up the momentum they have
built over the last few weeks.
They will continue to focus on
themselves this weekend, using
their confidence in the work
they have put in all season. On
Saturday, at 12:05, they aim
to finish strong, to empty the
tank, and leave it all on the line
at State.
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that initial shock, the team
bounced back with intensity, but also keeping our cool
and not freaking out.”
Just a minute after De
Smet’s goal, Murphy played
a cross-field through ball to
winger Ryan Klostermann,
who shimmied the outside defender with a tight
cut towards the goal line
and crossed with his left to
sophomore Tyler Van Bree,
who was in perfect position
to place a shot in the lower
right corner for a 1-1 tie
with 26 minutes left in the
half.
“We attacked from out
wide more in the second
half and it brought a lot of
success,” said senior Ryan
Klostermann. “We also got
in the box and finished our
chances. Tyler and Charles
had great finishes.”
Physical play continued as both teams showed
that they were willing to
sacrifice their bodies. Two
De Smet players were carted off the field and junior
Adam Wolfe limped his way

and we could tell.”
With 14 minutes left,
Herrmann came up big with
a diving save on a shot from
the top of the 18-yard box,
preserving the 1-1 tie.
Eight minutes passed
before senior Andy Mujezinovic cut across the field on
De Smet’s half and created
a passing chain that went
from Marshall to senior
Maks Juric on the sideline.
Juric crossed to Neuwirth,
who roofed it in for a 2-1
SLUH lead with only six
minutes to go.
“Our response was
great after their goal,” said
O’Connell. “The game settled down a little and both
teams were fighting. The
goal to put us up 2-1 was really a special moment.”
After Neuwirth was
forced to exit the game after a yellow card, De Smet,
desperate for a chance with
only four minutes left, got
rewarded with their relentlessness when they drew
a foul inside the box for a
penalty kick opportunity.
The forward struck in the

game ends.
Overtime was a backand-forth affair with equal
opportunities. Each team
had a corner kick and three
shots. Herrmann was particularly solid on a point
blank volley five minutes
in for his tenth save of the
game, his season high.
De Smet got their best
opportunity on a push from
the De Smet forward that
brought both Murphy and
Herrmann away from the
net. The ball bounced out
to an eager De Smet midfielder, who placed the ball
between the stretched out
Herrmann and Joly for the
game-winning goal. SLUH
lost 3-2 in a heartbreaker.
“It’s tough that this
was the way that game had
to end,” said O’Connell.
“Watching the goal, it was
a slip and easy mistake. We
absolutely could’ve won the
game and the kids were gutted afterwards. I could not
be more proud of the effort,
but there’s nothing much
you can do. It was a great
high school soccer game

Senior Maks Juric (left) and Fetra Randrianasolo (right) versus De Smet.

to the sideline, all within a
ten minute stretch. SLUH
got a free kick with 17 minutes left where they kicked
a quick, bouncing shot into
the goalkeeper’s hands. The
score remained tied.
“The game had physical
written all over it,” said senior John Marshall. “Everyone took a few hits during
the game and everyone gave
a few hits as well. I think
you could tell how far we
had come towards the end

lower left corner, opposite
of what Herrmann guessed,
and the game was tied 2-2
and remained that way until
overtime.”
“The penalty was a little unlucky for our point of
view,” said O’Connell. “That
being said, we did not do a
good job closing those last
five minutes.”
The rules for overtime
in districts is two 15-minute halves and a golden goal
format, where the first goal
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that we unfortunately lost.”
Sometimes the district
lines up with good teams and
only one can make it past. In
SLUH’s case, they ran into
one of Missouri’s top teams
for their first game, despite
having an incredible record.
Some believe that if SLUH
were in any other district,
they would’ve advanced,
but that is only speculation.
De Smet moved on to play
Chaminade in tonight’s district final.

Hockey starts defense of state with 3-1 win against Chaminade
Julien Jensen
REPORTER

S

LUH opened the 2019-20
hockey season on Monday, Nov. 4 against MCC rival
Chaminade with a 3-1 victory.
After a disappointing
quarterfinal loss to Vianney
in the Top Hat Tournament,
SLUH was looking to open
the season with a win against
a good Chaminade team.
“We knew the game
would not be easy. We had to
come out prepared and ready
to fight,” said senior Patrick
Simoncic.
Chaminade opened the
game strong with a shot right
off the drop. It missed but
Chaminade was able to ring
off a chorus of shots. With 14
minutes left in the first, senior
Jack Hazelton lost his footing,
leading to a apparent goal for

the Red Devils, but afterwards
the referees concurred that
senior goalie Cole Jansky had
stopped the puck from crossing the plane.
After the initial offensive
push by Chaminade, play between both teams evened out.
SLUH’s offense was getting
into the Red Devils’ zone, yet
couldn’t find the back of the
net. As the game increased in
competition, it got stingier,
with an altercation between
two teams and some hard
hits popping up, which was
capped off by Hazelton leveling a Chaminade player with
ten minutes left in the first.
Later in the first, SLUH
received a power play, but
they weren’t able to convert.
However, they showed flashes
of what was coming in the
later periods with good puck

movement and shots on goal.
The first ended scoreless
with SLUH having 11 shots on
goal while Chaminade only
had eight.
The
second
period
opened with sloppy play
from the defense. Chaminade
started with another offensive
push. Jansky was caught outside the goal, leaving the net
wide open, but SLUH managed to send the puck the
other way. That was the closest
Chaminade came to scoring
in the period, as the defense
stiffened after that.
After that early minute
debacle, SLUH was able to get
into a rhythm again. The offense continued to pester the
Red Devils’ defense with a
flurry of shots throughout the
second, including a shot hitting their post.

Finally, with three minutes left in the second, the
Jr. Bills struck. In a wild sequence of events, the Chaminade goalie was forced out of
the net. Junior Gus Heithaus
pounced on the opportunity,
zinging the puck to sophomore Zack Petlansky, whose
goal gave SLUH a 1-0 lead
with 2:38 left in the second.
“We settled down into
the game,” said Simoncic.
“Our younger guys were able
to create some offense, which
created momentum for the
rest of the team to build off of.”
The second ended with
SLUH still on top 1-0, with 19
shots on goal.
The game remained
hard fought in the third, with
Chaminade not waving the
towel and SLUH refusing to
give up the lead. Neither team

was able to gain any momentum for the first half of the
third. Then, the Jr. Bills struck
again.
With 8:58 left in the
game, the tandem of Heithaus
and Petlansky converted another goal. Petlansky got the
puck and dished it to Heithaus
at the top of the circle, who lasered it past the goalie for a
2-0 lead.
The tough play continued
with neither team giving any
leeway. The Jr. Bills were able
to stand strong on defense for
the majority of the remaining
minutes in the third. But with
1:54 left, Chaminade got one
past Jansky.
The intensity rose to
new heights with Chaminade
bringing themselves within a
goal of tying the game. In the
final minutes, Chaminade de-

cided to pull their goalie, trying to get an advantage on offense. The attempt was futile,
as sophomore Mario DiMaggio took the puck and shuttled
it to senior Patrick Simoncic,
who slapped a line drive into
the empty net with 22 seconds
left to seal the win for the Jr.
Bills.
“The season is like a
building. We start with the
foundation and then we
continue to build on that.
The game showed a definite
growth as we battled through
a tough opponent who were
playing at the top of their
game,” said head coach Jack
Behan.
SLUH continues their
state title defense on Saturday
against Oakville at Kennedy
Recreation Center at 9:15 p.m.
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Around the Hallways

World Food Day
Last Friday, several Jr.
Bills and math teacher Stephen Deves traveled to John
Burroughs High School to
participate in Saint Louis
World Food Day, an annual food-packaging event
designed to help feed the
hungry locally and abroad.
In an assembly line format,
the group, along with many
other schools, worked together to assemble packages
of macaroni and cheese that
will be distributed to those
in need.

Friday, November 8

Regular Schedule
Varsity Football District Semifinals
AP
Fall Theatre Production
Senior Class Mass
Snack—Mozzarella Cheesestick
Lunch Special—Chinese
Vegetarian—Mashed Potatoes
3:30PM JV1-1 Racquetball vs Lindbergh
10:05PM SLUH JV White Ice Hockey CS Lindbergh

ed their annual fall Blood
Drive on Halloween last
week in the theater lobby.
All day long, students, faculty, and staff allotted time
in their day to giving blood
and members of the Medical Careers Club helped
volunteer. In addition, everyone that donated was
treated to snacks and The
Office during and after their
time. In total, there were 91
total donors and 70 units of
blood were collected.

annual College Kickoff
Night headed by the college counselors. College
counselors Kate Kindbom,
Elanie Floyd, Kevin Crimmins, and Daniel Shields
Junior College Kickoff
covered topics ranging from
Wednesday night, ju- admissions, testing, grades
*spooky* Blood Drive
niors were introduced to and financial aid. The colSt. Louis U. High host- the college process at the lege counselors were joined

by English teacher Steve
Missey, who talked about
the essay process, and senior Braden Kramer, who
described his experience
with the application process.
—compiled by Braden Kramer

Saturday, November 9

12:05PM Cross Country State Championship Meet (V)
7:30PM Fall Theatre Production
9:15PM SLUH Varsity Ice Hockey vs Oakville

Sunday, November 10

2:00PM Fall Theatre Production
8:00PM SLUH JV White Ice Hockey vs Kirkwood
9:15PM SLUH JV Blue Ice Hockey vs Lafyette

Monday, November 11

Hockey Nightbeat
Varsity Hockey defeated Edwardsville 5-3 to improve their record to 2-0.
Senior Alex Beville led the team with 2 goals and the other three goals were
scored by seniors Patrick Simoncic and Chase Tretter along with sophomore
Zach Petlansky.

Regular Schedule
Freshman Service at McCormack House
8:00AM Skills for High School Success Educator
Workshops
AP
Safety and Security Meeting
Snack—Chicken Nuggets
Lunch Special—Chick Fil A
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta

Tuesday, November 12

Regular Schedule
Varsity Soccer Sectional Game
Freshman Service at McCormack House
AP
Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
Vegetarian—Lo Mein
3:00PM Service at Soulard Shelter Using Currigan Room
7:00PM PACES Meeting
9:00PM SLUH JV Blue Ice Hockey vs Francis Howell

Wednesday, November 13

Regular Schedule
The University of Memphis
Rugby Meeting
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Tator Tots Brunch
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
3:00PM Freshman Service at Garfield Place in the 		
Currigan Room
AP

Thursday, November 14

Regular Schedule
NHS Meeting
Centre College
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Papa John’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Pasta
3:00PM Freshman Service at Garfield Place in the 		
Currigan Room
5:00PM St. Louis U. High Day Phonathon
AP

Friday, November 15
photo | Jonel Olar

Senior Ben Thomas doing the Thriller dance at halftime on Tuesday.

Interested in writing? Artistry? Photography? Research?
The Prep News is for you.
Any writer, artist, and/or photographer who is interested in participating in the Prep
News is invited to come up to the Prep News office (J220) directly after school today.

Regular Schedule

Ignatian Family Teach-In for Justice
Swimming State Championship Meet
Winter Sports District Assignments announced
Bi-weekly grade update
Online Day of Giving--St. Louis U. High Day
AP
Rockhurst University
Freshman Class Mass
Snack—Texas Sweet Pretzel
Lunch Special—Chinese
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
3:00PM Swimming MSHSAA Swimming Prelims

calendar | Carter Fortman
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SLUH tweet of the
week: Mohr expresses
gratitude for Jesuit
vocation

@mmohrsj
“It’s a great joy to serve God through teaching.
I’m grateful for my #jesuit vocation that allows
me to be with Christ and serve the Church
through my ministry at #sluh. #NationalVocationAwarenessWeek @BeAJesuit @sluhjrbills”

