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Newsweek ranks SLUH
as Top 500 STEM school
BY Nicholas
NEWS EDITOR
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he Rev. Tom Greene, S.J.
was chosen as the next
Jesuit Provincial of the USA
Central and Southern Province last week. The decision
marks the beginning of another chapter in the illustrious story of the Jesuit Order
and the continuation of its
pursuit of educational excellence.
Being named Jesuit Provincial is one of the most
honorable distinctions that
can be given to a Jesuit, for
both the great responsibility
associated with the role and
the prestige that accompanies
it. The Jesuit Provincial of a
specific region is accountable
for the entire Jesuit Order and
the execution of its mission in
that area. Greene will become
the Provincial of the Central
and Southern Province which
SLUH is a part of.
“The provincial’s job is
exhausting. It is a ton of travel
and covers a great geographi

continued on page 4

students to the Big Apple for
a weekend of business meetings, tourism, and career
soul-searching for the ten
students hoping to pursue a
career in the world of the financial sector.
The formal attire-clad
group arrived in New York
City on Thursday, Nov. 7 and
explored life in the upper echelons of American investing,

and capital markets. Alumni
hosted them at municipal
bond trading firm Morgan
Stanley where Pat Haskell,
’90, put the visiting students
on the trading floor with employees who were working on
a deal.
The experience gave students a perspective of working in money bonds and what
the job was actually like.

dents learned about the purpose and specific jobs that PE
firms carry out. This included
financial advice for clients,
leverage buyouts with other
private equity firms, and the
ins and outs of a day in the life
of an equity trader.
At the New York Stock
Exchange, the students received a tour of the place

continued on page 4

ewsweek published its
list of the Top 500 STEM
High Schools in America for
the year 2020 last Friday, and
in its first time on the list, St.
Louis U High debuted in the
Top 500, at 405th. The recognition of SLUH in Newsweek
follows a year of science lab
renovations, quick-changing
curriculum, an increase in
student research projects and
internships, and the opening
of the Innovation Lab.
Newsweek compiled its
list of the Top 500 American
STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics) schools in a partnership
with STEM.org, whose methodology included numerical
analysis as well as qualitative
data in creating index scores
for each school on the list. The
number one school, School
of Science and Engineering
out of Dallas, had an index
score of 99.67. SLUH’s score
of 90.54 placed it 405th in the
country and fourth in the St.
Louis area of the six schools
that made the ranking. SLUH
ranked behind only Clayton
High, Priory, and Ladue Horton Watkins locally.
“This is a great moment
for us as a school, and we’re
accepting the challenge to go
deeper,” said Principal Ian
Gibbons, S.J.
SLUH has found new
boundaries this past year in
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Adopt-A-Family
Gifts, gifts, and more gifts: SLUH
Adopt-A-Family begins next
week. Page 2
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Soccer
SLUH soccer reflects on impressive season, looks towards next
season with enthusiasm and hard
work. Page 5

onday was more than
just the first snowfall
of the winter, it was also Veterans Day across America, a
day when American citizens
honor the men and women
that have served in the United
States Armed Forces. At St.
Louis U. High, four members
of the faculty and staff once
served in the military.
The four faculty and staff
members who served are theology teacher Chris Keeven,
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XC
XC Bills tie the shoes one last
time for the State meet in Columbia, Mo. Read about how
they did. Page 5
Sports
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Veterans Day:
Faculty, staff discuss
experiences in military
BY Ben Klevorn
NEWS EDITOR

The group at Times Square.

STEM by trying to dig deeper
and find new ways to help
students learn in a hands-on
way that is both exciting and
more beneficial to learning.
One way that students found
this new depth over the summer was through the STARS,
or Students and Teachers as
Research Scientists, a program through local universities where students can gain
real experiences in STEM
fields by working on research
with professionals in a given
field. Seven SLUH seniors
participated in the program
this summer.
In addition to the seven,
seniors Braden Kramer and
Michael Kreienkamp began
talks with administration at
Saint Louis University to begin a separate paid internship
in the Doisy Research Center
for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, working with
professors and students to do
in-depth research. Kramer
and Kreienkamp were the
participants in the pilot program for the potential internship.
“Hopefully, in the future,
a couple of guys will want to
go,” said Kramer. “This year it
went really well, and we hope
that it’s something that we can
pursue in the future and that
a lot of other kids will have
the opportunity to do in the
future, too.”
Another way that SLUH
has propelled itself to this

Football
Seniors talk about football’s
turnaround season and growth
as a program. Page 5

Army Reserves from 19932001; Assistant Principal
for Academics Tom Becvar,
Army from 1971-1972; maintenance worker John Mersinger, Army from 1986-1996;
and science tutor Charlie
Busenhart, Marine Corps
from 1969-1971.
Keeven, after completing his first year of college,
realized that it was time for
him to embark on a different
path. He was placed on academic probation during col-

continued on page 3
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Adopt-a-Family Drive hopes to bring holiday
spirit to underprivileged households
BY Carter Fortman
STAFF			

T

he St. Louis U. High community is gearing up for
the annual Adopt-A-Family
drive where they hope to expand student involvement in
their mission of providing for
families in need.
The
Adopt-A-Family
drive is the largest drive at
SLUH. This year, the drive
runs from Nov. 18 to Dec. 6. As
has been done for a little over a
decade, each homeroom is assigned three families to collect
different items for.
Campus Ministry and the
Sophomore Pastoral Team,
who is tasked with organizing
the event, unite with the STUCO homeroom representatives
and with the Mother’s Club to
make sure that each homeroom is able to provide for
every family they are assigned.
“The STUCO homeroom
reps will be spearheading it
in the homerooms, and then
there is a mom assigned to
each homeroom and so they’ll
work together to communicate
because it is such a massive endeavor,” said Campus Minister
Simonie Anzalone.
Each homeroom collects
necessities and fun things like
toys for the children.
“So adults, we usually just
give a gift card for clothing and
then the children we give a
coat, hat, gloves two toys, and
children’s clothing,” said Anzalone. “Families will get toiletry
items, paper products, cleaning supplies, and that sort of
thing, and then they get a grocery gift cards to buy a meal for
Christmas.”
The families in need are
found via the St. Francis Community Services Southside, a
group that often works with
underserved and immigrant
communities, helping them
connect to different programs
to make their lives a bit better.
“My hope for this year is
that there is greater student
involvement,” said Anzalone.
“It’s still in the old cafeteria
which gets a lot of foot traffic,

Three plane concept
clarifies judicial
process for students
BY Victor
STAFF

P
art | Bob Devoll

so my hope is students will pop
in and recognize what is going
on.”
“So basically during the
holiday season it is the best
time to be grateful for what
we have and to give to those
in need,” said Campus Minister Jorie O’Malley. “I think everyone here just wants to help
people have a Merry Christmas so it is a great way to help
the less fortunate.”
The Sophomore Pastoral
Team is responsible for helping
to organize the drive.
“The Sophomore Pastoral
Team is coming off of the big
all school Mass of All Saints
Day that we had to prepare for
so we’re kind of on a high and
we are just trying to continue
that through the Adopt-AFamily Drive,” said sophomore
Matthew Kluba.
One way to encourage
more giving is to incentivize it.
The Sophomore Pastoral Team
has a publicity committee dedicated to getting the word out
to all the students.
“For example, we’ve been
talking about doing flyers or a
competition within the school
or how we can get under Dr. K
or Mr. Schulte’s knickers with
hoodies and stuff like that for

winter,” said Kluba.
“Some years have been
better than others (at meeting the need),” said Anzalone.
“There is great support from
alumni moms as well so typically if we get in a bind we
can call on alumni moms to
help fill in some of the missing
items and then there are always some families who don’t
always make the signup and
ask how they can help at the
last minute.”
Anzalone and the Sophomore Pastoral Team don’t want
this to seem like a parent drive,
so they have instituted a program to help students take the
lead of their giving.
“We’re asking students
to either donate five dollars of
their own money in cash or
volunteer their time to wrap
the gifts or load and deliver
the gifts so students are more
a part of the drive,” said Anzalone. “Since mothers are such
a large part of the drive, sometimes it can be seen as more or
a parent drive, but we really
just want students to be a bigger part of it, especially since it
happens right at the beginning
of advent which is such a lovely
way to prepare for Christmas.
Even if students are not

able to donate, they can contribute in other ways.
“Hopefully it’ll be good,”
said Kluba. “Our goal is that
even if you can’t donate five
dollars in order to help the
families at least you could help
wrap them and load them up
at the end of the drive.”
In addition to helping St.
Francis, this year, SLUH families are asked to contribute extra gift cards to help those in
our community.
Campus Ministry is confident that this year will turn
out to be a success.
“Now that everything’s
moving and working the way
that I hoped it would I’m feeling good,” said O’Malley. “I
think we’re prepared, we’ve got
emails going out and we have
a really good plan and we took
the right amount of families,
so I think all those families will
be well taken care of.”
“It was a great experience
last year, and I think it will be a
great experience this year,” said
Anzalone.
“If we all donate, if we
all contribute then we can all
make this a great drive and
help out people in the St. Louis
area who need help,” said Kluba.

STUCO attends social media leadership
conference, aims to improve online
sensibilties through school-wide projects
BY: Nathan Rich and Michael Gordon

REPORTERS		

S

TUCO members Anthony
Adem, Ben Thomas, and
Victor Stefanescu attended a
social media leadership summit last Wednesday with members from several other St. Louis high schools at the Cardinal
Rigali Center in Shrewsbury.
The summit, which was
organized by the Incarnate
Word Foundation, a group
that aims to empower the marginalized in the St. Louis area
through values such as Collaboration and Stewardship,
was centered on social media
awareness, especially in regards
to cyberbullying and racism
online.
Students spent the first
part of the day listening to presentations from Tina Meir and

Peter Wendel, ’75,
hosts workshop on
judicial system and
public policy

Amy Hunter, two advocates
for positive social media use.
Hunter spoke about racism on
the internet while Meir used
her presentation to talk about
her experiences with cyberbullying and the ability of social
media to bring out the worst in
people.
For junior Anthony
Adem, Meir’s talk was especially moving.
“The (speaker) I felt was
most prominent was Ms. Tina
Mier,” said Adem. “She told the
story about how her daughter
commited suicide ten years ago
because of social media harassment.”
Meir called on students to
challenge these social media issues.
“The whole point of
(Meir’s) talk was not only to
raise awareness of how (suicide)

can be prevented, but mainly of
how we as young high school
students can really change the
problems of social media,” said
senior Ben Thomas.
After hearing from the
speakers, students spent time
working on projects that they
could implement in their
own schools to raise awareness about social media issues,
something Adem thinks is important in order to improve the
community.
“We need to make people
aware of what we’re representing in our community and how
we can portray ourselves differently to help more people out,”
said Adem.
The SLUH attendees
worked on ideas for posters to
hang around the school, prayer
services, and possibly activity period meetings that are all

focused on social media. They
will check back in with Incarnate Word Foundation in December with their project plans,
in hopes of possibly receiving
funding for their ideas.
STUCO moderator Megan Menne hopes that the
summit will help STUCO lead
positive discussions about social media use at SLUH.
“(They) want to implement more of a (discussion)
on why we think it’s ok to say
things on social media but not
to someone’s face,” said Menne.
Adem agrees that students
need to be more aware of how
they act on social media.
“People can hide behind a
screen really easily. Portraying
yourself online is very different
than how you portray yourself
in real life,” said Adem. “You really need to be careful.”

Stefanescu

eter Wendel, ’75, gave
an energetic, interactive
talk about the trial process
and the American judicial
system on Monday.
Social studies teacher Anne Marie Lodholz
reached out to Wendel, a
law professor at Pepperdine,
about his making a presentation to help students
interested in law become
familiar with judicial processes.
“I know Pete through
St. Roch Parish. His interests and mine paired up,
so I thought he would be
someone good for students
to talk to,” said Lodholz.
Mostly
sophomores
and seniors flocked to
SLUH’s largest classroom
to hear from Wendel. Many,
like senior R.J. Ledbetter,
hoped Wendel’s talk would
clear up confusion about
law and provide insights
into possible future professions.
“With college coming
around, I’ve made an effort
to make myself open to all
professions. Part of that is
learning more about being a
lawyer,” said Ledbetter.
The presentation was
structured around a fake
trial that involved Ledbetter suing senior P.J. Butler
for killing a fox that he was
hunting. This mock case allowed Wendel to introduce
his “three plane” idea.
“To be a good lawyer
you have to think on three
planes
simultaneously:
facts, rules, and public policy,” said Wendel.
The three plane concept simplified all the intricacies that go into a jury’s
decision and showed that
the morality of facts isn’t
the only important thing
in a lawsuit. For students,
it simplified the mindsets
of the judge and jury when
they approach decisions.
“I loved the idea of the
three planes,” said Ledbetter. “It was a great way to
look at all the different interactions that happen in a
trial.”
Lodholz also liked the
three plane concept.
“I really liked that. It
gave a sort of a new depth
to law, and it was interesting to see that lawyers had
to argue deeper than the
facts,” said Lodholz.
Throughout the presentation, Wendel emphasized the unique power
that American judges have
through judicial activism
(rulings based on opinion

rather than strict constitutional interpretation.) This
activism gives judges the
power to change and uphold
the law. Such activism led
to the rulings in paradigm
shifting cases like Brown
v. Board of Education,
which desegregated public
schools, and Obergefell v.
Hodges, which legalized gay
marriage.
“I teach in Germany
in the summer, and there,
a civil law system is practiced where judges can’t
legislate,” said Wendel. “In
common law systems (like
the American judiciary system), judges have the power
to make law.”
Wendel used the lawcreating powers of judges to
justify what he thinks is the
best way for judges to approach cases.
“I think it’s much better
to apply the law to the facts.
You can appeal a trial based
on laws, not the facts themselves,” said Wendel.
He thinks that instead
of lawyers arguing how
morally wrong the facts are
in the case, they should instead look to why morally
wrong actions are legal and
push to have laws changed
to serve justice.
Pinched on time towards the end of his talk,
Wendel brought up the
public policy plane and the
influences it has on rulings.
“Good lawyers have
to see the relationships between law and good public
policy,” said Wendel. “You
have to help the court see
all the different public policy considerations, then say,
‘these ones are most important.’”
Wendel thinks that
public policy—the unwritten laws driven by social
norms and public opinion—
can have tremendous influence on the outcomes of
cases, and oftentimes, leads
to new laws.
Wendel has been touring the country on his
sabbatical for the last few
months, hosting workshops for non-traditional
law students. He left SLUH
students feeling more confident about their judicial
knowledge, and even a little
captivated, since his miniworkshop was interesting
and energetic.
“It was great to be involved in the talk—it kept
me awake and invested,”
said Ledbetter.
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Veterans Day: Keeven, Becvar, and Mersinger share military experiences
(continued from page 1)

and did not have a plan to
pay for the remaining years
of college, so he turned to the
military.
“I was looking around
at my options, and I didn’t
have a lot of viable options
as far as continuing on with
college, and I knew about
the military, and I figured my
dad had served, my uncle had
served, and maybe this would
be a good opportunity to start
again and try this education
thing over and get a skill, like
a trade skill, to just go about
the task of becoming an adult
in the world a little differently,” said Keeven.
Keeven entered the
Army Reserves in 1993, and
even though he never saw actual combat, he still learned
valuable skills. His military
occupational skill was as an
operating room technician at
Fort Campbell, and then later
at St. Louis University Hospital.
“I got to help deliver
some babies from c-sections,
that’s kinda cool, but when I
got out of my training, I was
able to actually get a job at
SLU Hospital in the OR and
then I got to see everything,
because SLU is a level 1 trauma facility,” said Keeven. “I
was engaged in those types of
procedures. I got a lot of traumas, general surgery, plastic
surgery, ear, nose, and throat.”

Keeven also attended
training on a military base
in San Antonio, Texas. This
was where he took part in the
physical therapy aspect of the
military and learned how to
be an operating room technician.
However, Keeven left the
military after just under three
years of service in 1995, because of his expressed interest
in joining the Seminary. At
the time, President Bill Clinton was looking to reduce the
size of the military, and all
that was needed for Keeven
to leave was a valid reason.
“I approached the diocese of Belleville, Illinois
about doing that, and they accepted me and I approached
the military and told them I’d
like to be considered for early
discharge, it wasn’t even discharge, it was early removal
from active training,” said
Keeven. “When they saw the
proposal, they were like ‘yep,
that meets all of our requirements.’”
Keeven is quick to say
that he didn’t do a whole lot
during his stint in the military, but he connected Veterans Day to other November
holidays.
“I like to pair it with
Thanksgiving, November holidays, and just a week ago we
had All Saints and All Souls
Day, and in another couple of
weeks we have Thanksgiving,”

Across
1. Texting system meant to re
place SMS messages
4. Zapping ER treatment, for
short
9. Required device of SLUH
Freshmen
13. A traditional Korean dish
made from steamed
vegetables
14. Root, bean, and horseshoe,
for example
15. Special pearl that grows on
the inside of a clam shell
16. *Frollo’s Solo
18. With Terminer
20. Early 2000s tech company
that manufactured hand		
held computers
21. Still True If Destroyed
22. Joins or combines
24. Italian currency
26. Joan __ ___
28. The loneliest number
29. Music by a popular
animating company
32. Federal group mentioned
by Eminem in one of his
songs
33. Edgar Allen ___’s “__ My
Mother”
34. Part in your car that
controls the engine, for
short
35. Response to Spongebob
Pirate
36. Deliberate deceit
38. Piles, for short
40. Popular K-Pop boy band
41. __ Miserables
43. Mall Cop transportation
45. Fah follower
46. Fruit used in making sloe gin
49. Barge, to the captain
50. What one might bring to band
practice
51. Not worth the effort
52. Relaxing music genre
54. Authorization passed on
September 14, 2001 in

said Keeven. “So somewhere
in there this is just a month
to be thankful and grateful
for lots of things, whether
it’s God or our community,
or our family and friends, or
our country and our freedom.
This is really one of my favorite months because I think it’s
a time for gratitude.”
Prior to serving in the
military, Keeven had only
completed one year of college. But he later returned to
college with much more motivation, which he believes
has attributed to a lot of his
success in life.
“I understood the world
a little bit better and I understood myself a little bit better.
Looking back I’m glad I put
myself through something
like that because I might have
needed that for my own self,”
said Keeven.
Unlike Keeven, Becvar
didn’t have a choice in joining the military, because he
was drafted into the Vietnam
War. At the time, Becvar was
teaching mathematics in the
St. Louis Public Schools when
he received word that he was
drafted. Federal law protected
Becvar’s teaching job, so as
soon as he returned from the
military, he was able to resume his teaching job.
Becvar, however, did not
see actual combat. Stationed
at Fort Lee, Virginia for his
first year of service, his job

response to the 9/11 attacks
57. Mine cart filler
58. ____ Solemnis, a Mozart piece
59. *Be ___, Scar’s advice and an
American group’s motto
61. Pig’s exclamation
62. Camodian currencies
64. They may be served in a pub
65. Skater’s protection
66. Actor who played Valkyrie
in Thor: Ragnarok, ____
Thompson
67.Website pop-ups for short
Down
1. Put on again
2. *Pocahontas’s palette
3. Late night weekend comedy
show, abbr.
4. Computer department in the
U.S. Capital
5. European Cheerios?
6. Misinterpretation of a
famous question: Are you
___ or ___?”
7. Hospital Drip, abbr.
8. *Demand of an animated
candlestick, clock, and
teapot
9. A number printed in the
battery compartment of
mobile phones
10. *What Ariel wants to be
11. Non-existence
12. Latin word for from
13. Put on your kicks
17. For sale
19. Senior Chief Yeoman in the
navy, abbr.
23. Unit of time, for short
25. Remarkable people or
things
27. What ranch and branch
have in common
30. Seventh letter of the Greek
Alphabet
31. Kala’s promise, ___ be in
my ___
35. Ar (chemistry symbol)
37. UK company that makes

consisted of testing general
equipment for the army, such
as field kitchens, boots, and
underwear. Becvar was involved in the statistical section, so he ran statistical tests
on those objects.
“I was very fortunate
that I wasn’t called to go fight
because it was a very difficult
time for people to go into
the military,” said Becvar.
“Students were taken out of
school to be drafted, it was
not a good time and a war
people really wanted to go to.”
In his second and final
year of service, Becvar transitioned to the Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland,
where he tested rockets, guns,
and artillery.
Initially, Becvar was
slated to be deployed in Germany as a Pershing missile
crewman, but since he had
a degree in mathematics, he
was selected to stay in America and work a job related to
statistics.
“Because I already had
my master’s in mathematics and was already teaching,
I was actually assigned to a
job that was something more
than just going to be in the artillery or armor,” said Becvar.
The decision to go to war
in Vietnam was very controversial because many felt the
United States had no reason
to intervene. Americans were
hesitant to go fight in the war

and many did whatever they
could to escape war.
“When I went in, it was a
very difficult time, and there
were a lot of people who
didn’t serve, a lot of people
who went to Canada, people
that I went to school with,
but it still means something
to you to be part of the whole
thing as far as trying to serve
your country. I mean I didn’t
leave, I didn’t do those things,
but I did feel that was something important for me to do,”
said Becvar.
Despite the circumstances, Becvar is thankful
for some of the people he met.
“I was grateful for and
some I am still in contact
with, it’s been a long time
and I still get Christmas cards
from some of them. So that
part of it was a good thing,”
said Becvar. “Do I wish I
hadn’t gone? Probably, yeah.
As everybody did at that
time. Nobody wanted to go. It
was not a time when you were
drafted that you really wanted
to go.”
Mersinger served in the
Army for a total of seven
years, and like Becvar and
Keeven, he didn’t see actual
combat and stayed stateside.
Mersinger was stationed at
several forts across America—Fort Campbell, Ky.,
Fort McCoy, Wis., and Fort
Leonard Wood, Mo.—as he
worked as an engineer. His

PN Puzzle

kids’ construction toys
39. Unimpressed response
40. Area around the Czech Re
public, not to be confused
with a Queen Song
42. Skins, as a knee
44. Food before your food
45. SLUH broadcasting plat

form
46. Side effect seen on tired
students’ faces
47. Small knobs
48. One of the ingredients on
an everything bagel
53. Questions
55. Flat Topped hill

job allowed him to work with
explosives and do lots of demolition.
Mersinger got the inspiration to join the military
from the large numbers of
family members who had
served before him. Likewise,
he witnessed firsthand the
dedication and commitment
the military has for the country.
“I have an appreciation
for the soldiers, the men and
women that have served,” said
Mersinger. “A lot goes into
training. It’s a commitment.
When they say we do more
at 10:00 then people do in a
whole day they mean that.
We’re up at 4:00 every day
training.”
Because of the history of
Mersinger’s family in the military, Veterans Day is a day
packed with a lot of meaning
and importance for him.
“I just appreciate the military a little more; a love for
my country has deepened,”
said Mersinger. “It’s time for
me to think about my father
that served and my uncle that
served. I have to admit it’s
nice to hear ‘thank you’ from
people because I was willing
to lay down my life for the
country. It’s a special day.”
The Prep News would
like to thank these men for
their service in the military,
as well as all other veterans
across the country.

crossword | Jacob Sprock

56. Foreign policy
60. Famous 12 step
program
61. Gaming lingo for too
strong
63. For example
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Students gain insight into the
language of financial world
(continued from page 1)

itself, and had a tour guide
from Morgan Stanley giving
personal accounts of his career as a trader and how life in
the exchange really is.
Next, they visited Credit
Suisse, a large Swiss bank,
where they were hosted by
Mitchell Klug, a former SLUH
and Harvard graduate. There,
the students learned about finance and financial advice.
“I felt like going to the
firms was the most fun thing.
My favorite was Lebaron and
Brown (the alum) was really
cool and gave it to us all in
student-friendly terms,” said
senior Irfaun Karim.
In preparation for the
trip, pairs of attendees presented on topics that their
alumni visits would cover.
Topics included buyouts and

private equity, Their purpose
was to gain an understanding of the types of businesses
they’d be seeing and the language of the finance world.
“The weekly meetings
with Dr. Foy introduced us
to terminology that was essential to understanding how
different firms on Wall Street
function,” said senior George
Roby.
“By spending some time
reading and learning and
hearing questions, you can digest enough information that
what you hear in New York is
way more valuable,” said Foy.
The group also had dinner with more recent alums,
who offered specific advice on
college planning and career
trajectory.
“What I like the most is
the Friday meeting reception

The group at the New York Stock Exchange.

where the young alums are
offering very specific advice,
talking about their lives, and
listening to what our guys are
doing at SLUH,” said Foy.
Tourist stops to Chinatown and Broadway to
see the musical Come From
Away helped give a feel for
the unique culture New York
has to offer. A visit to the New
York Stock Exchange offered a
bit of financial tourism for the
group, too.
Foy plans to offer an open
event soon for the school to
hear about the trip and learn
from the students who were
able to attend.
“I think that the guys that
do get to have this experience
owe the institution a little giving back and helping everybody else understand what
happened,” said Foy.
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Innovation Lab, student internships
drive growth in STEM
(continued from page 1)

recognition is through
the redesigning of six labs to
create spacious and usable
maker spaces for students to
experiment with in class. A
seventh project, the updating
of the physics lab, also hopes
to make the space more easily
utilized by students to ensure
the best learning experience
the school can offer.
“The new science labs
that have been coming online
over the past couple of years
are game-changers in opening up our capacity for project learning,” said Gibbons.
“A number of schools have
moved away from active experimentation to have models
where they replicate without
the actual experiment. We’re
moving in exactly the opposite direction, which is much
more hands-on and interactive with those pieces.”
Gibbons also gives a lot
of credit for SLUH’s advancing STEM prowess to the
Clavius Project, which has
expanded greatly and is a testament not just to the school’s
ability to understand and
teach robotic technology, but

also its outreach and attempts
to bring SLUH’s gifts to the
surrounding area.
“Our guys are obviously
doing good things with robotics, learning better practices
in math, and then helping
middle school children, especially in the city, to develop
robotics programs through
mentoring,” said Gibbons. “It
is transformative what (Clavius) has done.”
Also not to be forgotten
is the addition of the Innovation Lab maker space, which
has already begun to be used
by all sorts of classes, from
Latin to its own dedicated
class, the STEM Innovative
Product Development Class,
but which also holds future
potential as students begin
to learn how to use the new
equipment in the lab and
more curriculum is developed to best utilize the new
resources.
For the future, the administration is tossing around
ideas for four new classes in
different disciplines which
will use the Innovation Lab.
Gibbons hopes that classes
like these will come to frui-

tion and that the school will
continue its innovation of existing programs to continue
advancing SLUH as a STEM
hub.
“It is nice to see (the class
proposals) not just come from
the Science and Math Departments. Actually, three of the
four are coming from departments other than those two
(departments). Two are even
coming from Fine Arts,” said
Gibbons.
Jesuit schools were also
featured prominently on the
ranking, a fact that does not
surprise Gibbons, who has
worked in many of the highranking schools, including
27th ranked Strake Jesuit College Prep in Houston, at all.
“One of the great
charisms of the Jesuits is the
integration of faith and reason,” said Gibbons. “The best
way of doing that is through
projects, and we definitely
understand those realms of
science as a result of our commitment to faith. Science better empowers us to be God’s
stewards.”

Greene, S.J., takes over position of
Jesuit Provincial

Fr. Greene (right) with Superior General Arturo Sosa.

(continued from page 1)

cal space, so they spend a lot
of time on planes going from
place to place doing annual
visitations with all of the Jesuits,” said President Alan Carruthers.
Many of those visitations
include the apostolic works in
schools, retreat houses, parishes, and social justice apostolates that Jesuits work in.
The provincial is also
tasked with meeting other
Jesuit officials in Rome and
provinces in North America,
as well as the oversight and
management of Jesuit-run
schools such as SLUH. While
Greene will not be working
directly with SLUH, his appointment as provincial still
has a major impact.
“He has a significantly
important relationship with
us as a school within the
province. We want Jesuits in
our school and the man who
will make the decision of how
many will be assigned here is
Fr. Greene,” said Carruthers.
“He also has an impact on
how we collaborate within
our province and across provinces with organizations like
the Jesuit Schools Network.”
Greene hopes that even
with the current problem of
a decreasing number of men
joining the Jesuits, he can still
find a solution to provide all
Jesuit schools in the province
with enough priests and scholastics to serve and teach.
“We are in a time of diminishing numbers of Jesuits
accompanied by an increasing
number of apostolic opportunities,” said Greene. “The task
is to find the happy medium
in between those two realities.
We have to be realistic about
what we can do with a limited
number of Jesuits, yet also be
courageous in following the

new paths being offered to
us through the Universal Apostolic Preferences that were
recently announced by Fr.
General.”
With many major changes coming for the Society of
Jesus through this change in
position, Carruthers is grateful for the work of former provincial the Rev. Ron Mercier,
S.J. and is looking forward to
what Greene will bring to the
order.
“I think Fr. Ron Mercier
is a very talented theologian,
intellectual, academic, a great
priest, and a wonderful man.
He brought his own personality and theological background to the job. Fr. Tom
Greene is a bit of a different
individual: he spent time in
Belize, speaks fluent Spanish,
and is a very talented spiritual director,” said Carruthers.
“Everyone is their own individual. Different priests bring
different talents just like different people bring different
talents. I would say they are
both wonderful options and
the province has been blessed
to have both of them.”
To Jesuits in the SLUH
community, this change is
being welcomed with excitement and anticipation.
Greene taking on his new
position is especially significant for English teacher Michael Mohr, S.J. who first got
to know Greene when Mohr
was a newly-vowed scholastic and Greene was the rector of the first studies house
at St. Louis University where
Greene was his superior for
two years.
“He’s a great leader, a
great man of prayer, and has
a great apostolic vision for
where the Jesuits can go. I’m
very excited about that leadership,” said Mohr. “I’m also
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really excited about his bold
decision making. The Jesuits
are in an exciting creative time
and I think he is the right man
to take the Jesuits to the next
level in the apostolic church.”
Mohr is also hopeful that
Greene’s ability to speak fluent
Spanish will help the Society
of Jesus as a whole and that
Greene will continue his work
of redesigning the Jesuit community to be more hospitable
for immersion groups and
immigrants, which Mohr saw
during their work together in
Belize.
“Puerto Rico, New Mexico, and Texas are a part of our
province, so not only are the
Jesuits now working in areas
where Spanish is an absolute
necessity, but the Catholic
Church is becoming much
more multicultural and bilingual, especially with Spanish.
I think it is necessary to show
that significance and showing
that the Catholic Church is a
universal church,” said Mohr.
Mohr’s work with Greene
in Belize has made him hopeful for the success in his new
position and grateful to have
one of his most inspirational
Jesuits be in this position as
he continues his progression
into the priesthood.
“Seeing Greene’s leadership in Belize was very inspiring to know that this is the
guy who will be in charge of
our province, but also as a Jesuit in formation, he will mission me to theology studies
and will approve my ordination to be a priest,” said Mohr.
“It’s really exciting to have a
man that I know very well and
who is one of my Jesuit heroes
is going to be so directly involved in the last phase of my
Jesuit formation towards the
priesthood.”

What’s That Thing?
These model stages are used by Theater Department to visualize,
brainstorm, and tweak set designs for SLUH’s theatrical productions.
The tiny tableaus provide a glimpse into the final design of each and
every set. They also contain miniature movable pieces, used to plan
transitions and organize scene changes. These compact playhouses
help crew members create magnificent spaces for the Dauphin Players
to shine.

Despite unexpected
state finish, XC
proud of podium
position
BY : Mitchell Booher and other,” said Rackers. “We rePeter LaBarge
ally didn’t try to make getSTAFF
ting any particular place a
he XC Bills lined up talking point; rather doing
for one final race at the this group of great people
Gans Creek Course in Co- justice by running our best
lumbia, Mo. last Saturday for for each other.”
their state meet with hopes
After their usual warmof a State title. However, de- up routine, last minute
spite a strong performance, strides, and the last team
a late surge by Kansas City- huddle at the starting line,
based
Raymore-Peculiar the coaches left the seven
(Ray-Pec) and an inabil- to themselves to wait for the
ity to close left the Jr. Bills gun. Just minutes away from
stunned. Ray-Pec, although the fastest, most competidown with a kilometer to tive, and most daunting race
go, flew past SLUH to win of the season, the men were
the race, leaving SLUH just not fazed: it was just a race.
short of the State title with a
“The mentality going in
second place trophy.
was run with each other and
“It wasn’t an ideal day compete,” said Callahan.
for everyone, but not every “Before every postseason
race is,” said head coach Joe race, I would say, ‘we don’t
Porter. “I’m proud of our need anything special, just
guys and how they battled whatever you can give us.’”
all the way to the finish
With those words and
line.”
a strong team mentality, the
As the team headed up starter raised his pistol and
to Columbia the day before sent 173 racers off to fight
to acclimate themselves for the glory of State.
with the course at Gans
The wide course quickCreek, they felt confident ly crowded as the runners
in their training. Since the tore down the 500-meter
team’s schedule of races in- straightaway, and Rackers
cluded almost exclusively and Scott put themselves in
tough courses and terrible perfect position, coming in
weather plaguing race days within three tenths of a secall season, the relatively flat ond of each other at the one
course, projected 50 degree kilometer mark. The other
temperatures and clear skies five runners were less than
for the 12:05 race time were 10 seconds behind, but with
promising signs of what was the best runners in the state
to come. Although there all in the same race, half a
was pressure mounting and second can mean 15 posithe atmosphere of tent-city tions.
was one of nervous energy
After lead and chase
for senior captains Noah packs dropped the jittery
Scott, Lucas Rackers, Joe runners who flew off the
Callahan, Adam Mittendorf, line too hot, only to drop
and Peter Dillon, junior back quickly as the race
Ryan Kramer, and sopho- settled in, Rackers and Scott
more Grant Brawley, noth- found themselves right in
ing changed from any other the middle of the leaders.
lead up to a race.
But while the pair ran at the
“The whole team’s phi- front, the crowded chase
losophy heading into State packs made it hard for the
was to race our best for each
continued on page 6
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Soccer bonds over team chemistry, content
with improvement from last year
Jimmy Stanley and
Michael Trower
SPORTS EDITOR, STAFF

S

LUH soccer finished their
season in heartbreaking
fashion against De Smet in the
District Semifinals. Despite
that loss early in the playoffs,
SLUH had quite the turnaround from where they were
last year, emerging as one of
the premier high school teams
in Missouri and a force to be
reckoned with in the future.
The experienced team
fought for and with each
other, and the chemistry was
astounding going into the season. With 11 returning varsity
players, this was the second
year for the guys to develop
together.
“Going into the year, I
could feel that we had a strong
team not only on the soccer
field but off,” said senior captain Ethan Joly. “I think since
most of the team were seniors,
that helped, but even with the
younger guys, everyone was
very inclusive and we had a
good time whenever we were
all together.”
This chemistry was noticed by head coach Bob
O’Connell, who feels that the
way the guys showed up to
work and perform was infectious.
“It was neat to know everybody and some of the personalities that went with the
team,” said O’Connell. “All the
players were very close and
were friends off the field.”
Although the Jr. Bills suffered a tough first round loss,
they still managed a 16-7-1
record, a nine game win improvement from last year. In
addition, they managed to rattle off 11 straight games without a loss, going 10-0-1 during
that month-long stretch.
“The record speaks of
progress,” said O’Connell.
“The things that records don’t

show is what we’re trying to do
in building the culture of the
team. We are moving in the direction we want to be at and it
was a great year in many ways.”
The committee of goalies,
led by senior Peter Herrmann,
held the opponents to 0.90
GAA (goals against average),
a massive improvement from
last year’s 1.9 GAA. In addition
to the impressive GAA, SLUH
maintained a six-game shutout
streak. Herrmann contributed
to most of those games, which
earned him a selection as the
Post-Dispatch High School
Athlete of the Week. Junior
Johnny Barr also helped the
charge and will take over the
team next year with the three
other senior goalies departing.
“I think the goalies along
with the back line really improved last year and we found
our groove not giving up any
goals. I think the season went
really well no matter how it
ended,” said Herrmann.
The Jr. Bills held an impressive 40-20 goal ratio and
were 4-4 in the MCC. They
also competed in one of the
hardest districts in the state
with De Smet, Chaminade,
and Ritenour, with Chaminade
and De Smet being top five
teams in St. Louis.
SLUH had four seniors
earn First Team All-MCC
honors last week: Charles Neuwirth, Ethan Joly, John Marshall, and Peter Herrmann.
Neuwirth led the team with
nine goals and nine assists and
was the clutch scorer when the
team needed a goal. Joly secured a spot through his physical play and leadership, despite
missing over a month with a
broken jaw. Marshall anchored
the defense and provided support for midfielders that didn’t
go unnoticed.
Second Team All-MCC
included junior Tilahun Murphy, an impressive feat for a

Senior Charles Neuwirth versus De Smet.

junior in his second year.
“This year was an extremely fun season of soccer.
My teammates and I have never being a part of something so
well connected where everyone one seemed to truly care
for each other. That’s going to
be something I will miss about
this team,” said Murphy. “This
love pushes every single one
of us to become better. This is
something that I hope to in my
senior year continue. I don’t
want to lose this drive that we
all had.”
Murphy is already looking to next season to preserve
the work ethic and chemistry.
“Questions keep floating
in my head about if we will be
a good enough team and who
could possibly help us get better,” said Murphy. “The only
thing that we can actually do
is improve ourselves individually. As long as every returner
does their job before summer
arrives, we will have a great
year.”
Like Murphy, O’Connell
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is optimistic for what is in store
next year.
“We have a core group
of kids coming back,” said
O’Connell. “I’m excited to get
back at it, starting with offseason weight stuff and our summer program. I’m confident
in our program and where we
stack up against others.”
The team made many
memories and grew as brothers throughout the season.
“So, this year as a team we
went through a lot of things. A
lot of ups and downs. We performed better than we did in
the past, so it was awesome,”
said senior Adam Boll. “We
grew as a team together and we
bonded unlike any other team
that I have been a part of.”
“Regardless of how the
season ended, I’m thankful to
have been part of such as special team for my senior year,”
said senior Andy Mujezinovic.

Football hopeful after comeback season;
players reflect on ups and downs of 2019
BY Blake Obert
SPORTS EDITOR

S

t. Louis U High’s varsity
football’s comeback season
did not end with the CBC upset
the team has been dreaming of
for more than a decade, but this
year’s season as a whole was a
180 degree turn from last year.
The Jr. Bills went from winning
only one game in 2018 to winning five in 2019 while playing
one of the hardest schedules
faced by any team in the St.
Louis area. Despite their season
being cut short in Districts, the
team can’t help but feel good
about the end result. Their final
record was 5-5 including the
playoff game.
“I feel really good about the
season,” said senior linebacker
Anthony Bohannon. “A lot of
people doubted us, across the
art | Nick Koenig city and especially at the school,

but because of that we became
closer as brothers, and that’s everybody on the team, including
the coaches. I know last year it
was a lot more separated. They
were there to play, but this year
we were there to win which I
think set us apart.”
Though SLUH was outscored by their opponents this
year 282-276, the differential
this year was an astounding 199
points better than last year when
they were outscored 308-103.
The offensive change in
pace came in large part from
the running back, quarterback,
and receiver trio of Kellen Porter, Brendan Hannah, and Isaac
Thompson. Porter recorded 18
total touchdowns and 949 allpurpose yards, Hannah recorded 8 total touchdowns and 1,731
all-purpose yards, and Thompson recorded 6 touchdowns and

752 all-purpose yards.
The defense also had a
group of standouts in Bohannon, who finished seventh overall in the state in tackles with
165; senior defensive end Luke
Schuermann, who recorded 84
tackles, 20 of which were for a
loss of yards; and junior Kyle
Dulick, who recorded 79 total
tackles as a safety.
The Jr. Bills started their
season with a statement game
against Battle of Columbia, Mo.,
in which the team surprised any
doubters with their raw talent.
From there, the Jr. Bills showed
they were not the same team
from last year, notching wins
against Vianney, Jefferson City,
Vashon, and Trinity Catholic.
The team credited this change
in results to the work they put in
during the offseason.
Of all their wins this sea-

son, the Jr. Bills felt especially
good about their game against
Trinity.
“I think the highlight of our
season definitely had to be beating Trinity,” said senior captain
Joey Lansing. “It felt really good
because no one had us winning that game. We felt like the
underdogs, but we were able to
come out on top.”
“I think beating Trinity was
our best win of the year,” said
senior Luke Schuermann. “That
was a really good team win
above anything else because that
was the thing that set us apart
from them. They didn’t play like
a team, they played like individuals, but we played that game
fully as a unit.”
The team’s losses came as a
result of challenging opponents

continued on page 7
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Varsity Hockey defense strong in 2-0 victory over aggressive Oakville
Julien Jensen
REPORTER

S

LUH hockey stayed undefeated with a hardfought 2-0 victory over
Oakville this past Saturday,
putting up 33 shots on goal.
Senior Cole Jansky recorded
his second shutout of the
season.
Oakville opened the
game seeking retribution
from their loss to the Jr.
Bills in Top Hat with aggressive early play.
At 14:40, they got off a
few shots on goal, but none
were accurate, with SLUH’s
defenders contesting all
their shots.
With 12 minutes left,
SLUH gained control of the
puck after a few minutes of
back and forth play. The Jr.
Bills started their first real
offensive push quickly after getting the puck, making quick and precise passes
resulting in solid shots on
goal. Oakville managed to
stop them all.
At 10:15, Oakville
managed to push the puck
into SLUH’s zone. Shortly
after getting it into the Jr.
Bills zone, the puck was
sent careening back into
Oakville’s side of the ice,
but managed to stop before
requiring a stoppage of play.
As the Oakville defender
went to get the puck, sophomore Ryan Spinner dashed
after the defender. Spinner
laid the defender out once
he got the puck, and the Jr.
Bills pounced on the opportunity. Junior Mathew
Warnecke wasn’t far behind
Spinner, allowing him to
gain possession of the puck.
He whipped a pass to fellow
junior Joey Perotti, who was
to the right of the goal. Perotti tapped the puck in off
the pass to give SLUH a 1-0
lead with 9 minutes left.
“We were getting our
shots on offense, and we
knew eventually one was
going to find the back of
the net. All we had to do
was stay aggressive and not
allow them to relax, which
worked in the end,” said
Spinner.

The next five minutes
after the goal, the Jr. Bills
pestered Oakville’s defensemen, not allowing them
to get any passes out of
their side of the ice. This
allowed the Jr. Bills to ring
off a seemingly never ending amount of shots on goal,
yet they failed to extend the
lead.
Oakville managed to

At 11:45, Oakville’s
right wing was able to deflect a pass and streak down
the side into SLUH’s zone.
He dished it to other forward right in front of the
net, but the pass was batted
away by SLUH defensemen.
Following the close call, the
Jr. Bills flipped the momentum with a faceoff in their
zone at 10:46. Unfortunate-

consistent back and forth
play by the two teams. With
6:15 left, junior Mathew
Warnecke exploited a crease
in the defense, setting himself up for an open shot. An
Oakville defenseman was
able to knock the puck off
its course for the back of the
net.
With 5:00 left, senior
Trey Lyons got a shot up,

Senior T.J. Thomas versus Oakville.

get their offense going with
about four minutes left, but
couldn’t establish anything,
as SLUH was able to clear
the puck multiple times.
Oakville opened up the
second period with solid
offensive play. In the opening minute, Oakville’s right
winger had a shot directly
to the right of Jansky, who
stopped it. Afterwards the
same Oakville player took
another shot, raising the
intensity for the rest of the
game. That was followed by
slow play for the next few
minutes, with SLUH trying to push the puck out of
their side of the ice, but was
repeatedly sent back to try
again.

ly, during the faceoff, senior
Alex Beville got clipped in
the back of the head while
he was fighting for the puck,
which forced him to exit the
game indefinitely.
SLUH set up shop in
Oakville’s zone for the next
four minutes, getting a
flurry of shots off. Oakville
cleared the puck every so
often, but it just ended up
back in their zone again.
However, with 7:48 left in
the second, an Oakville forward got a breakaway down
the right side, but Jansky
was able to make a diving
save to keep Oakville scoreless.
The next couple minutes after the shot, there was

that our defense was going
to have to be resilient by
keeping them in front of us
and contesting every shot.
We didn’t want to beat ourselves by giving them a way
back into the game with an
easy goal,” said Hazelton.
Oakville started the
third with consecutive shots
on goal after solid passing in their opening offen-
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but missed. SLUH recovered
the missed shot and started
passing it around, looking
for a shot opportunity. With
4:25 left, senior Jack Hazelton received the puck at the
top of the zone and rocketed a shot at the goal. It hit
a SLUH forward in front of
the net, who then tried putting it in the goal, but the
Oakville goalie was there to
stop it. With 40 seconds left
in the period, Oakville got a
run at SLUH’s goal, getting
a solid shot off making Jansky have to stretch and snag
the puck to close out the
second.
“After the first goal, we
kept the shots up, but just
couldn’t convert. We knew

sive push. The push ended
with 14:15 left when two
Oakville players got called
for penalties for dirty hits.
SLUH took advantage
of the 5-on-3 by quickly getting into Oakville’s
zone, circling the net like
sharks. Hazelton took shot
after shot at the top of the
zone. On his last slap shot
of the power play, the shot
connected with the leg of
an Oakville defenseman,
breaking his leg.
Right as the double
power play ended at 11:15,
an Oakville player tripped
a SLUH forward, giving the
Jr. Bills another power play.
SLUH got off a multitude of
shots, but failed to connect

on any of them.
With 9:45 left, SLUH’s
dominance on offense was
cut short by Oakville getting a power play. The defense held strong, not letting any open shots and
managing two clears. With
6:45 left, an Oakville forward was wide open directly
to the right of the goal. The
puck made it through the
defense to the forward, but
he whiffed on the shot.
The Jr. Bills gained
control of the puck after the
whiff and started another
prolonged offensive push.
With 5:25 left in the third,
Hazelton got the puck and
skated around the back of
the net and dished the puck
to Spinner right in front of
the net, but he couldn’t convert the opportunity into a
goal.
At 2:48, an Oakville
player managed to steal the
puck and race down the ice,
with a SLUH defender not
far behind. The Oakville
player’s shot was solidly
contested by the SLUH defenseman and easily stopped
by Jansky. Yet, at the end of
the play, the Oakville player
rammed the SLUH player
into the boards. Both ended
up receiving penalties.
In the waning minutes
of the game, Oakville pulled
their goalie for a final push
to tie the game. Freshman
Tyler Woodcock took advantage of the empty net,
scoring off a clear with 1:31
left, the first of his varsity
career to secure a 2-0 victory for the Jr. Bills
We had 33 shots but
didn’t get to the dirty areas,”
said head coach Jack Behan
about the 2-0 victory. “As a
team we need to make that
commitment to be active in
front of their net.”
The Jr. Bills hope to
stay undefeated, when they
face Marquette tomorrow
night at the Affton Ice Rink.
The puck drops at 8 p.m.

XC seniors proud of four year program growth; place second at State
(continued from page 5)

other five to move up as
much as usual.
“The thing with about
the State meet is that everyone who’s there is solid so
the front became crowded
extremely quick,” said Dillon. “It kind of felt like you
were getting swallowed up
by the massive packs. Everyone was so close that
there just wasn’t a lot of
room to move.”
One exception, however, was Callahan, who, having run at State, knew the
blazing fast start was coming and came in with a race
plan of his own.
“I knew the race was
going to go out too fast,”
said Callahan. “I focused on
not panicking from the start
and trying to move up for
the whole race.”

During the second kilometer, Callahan moved
up 29 places, and he kept
climbing and shaving precious points off SLUH’s
team score. During the
middle mile, SLUH’s middle
pack of Mittendorf, Kramer,
and Brawley found each
other, though Callahan kept
pushing, and by the fourth
kilometer had moved past
Brawley, who was suffering from too hot of a start.
Up in the front, Rackers
and Scott found themselves
and a Marquette runner all
alone, as the front pack had
stretched into a string of
one or two runners every
few seconds.
In the last kilometer,
the last one both seniors
would wear the fleur de lis,
the last time they would
race as Jr. Billikens, Scott

and Rackers put it all on the
line.
“I committed myself to
running for my brothers,”
said Scott. “During the race,
I repeated to myself that
pain is temporary, and that
‘it’s better to burn out than
fade away.’”
They neither burned
out nor faded away, as they
dropped the Marquette junior and made a mad dash
to the finish line. Scott
(fifth, 15:38) came from behind in the finishing stretch
to beat out Rackers (sixth,
15:41), though they both
finished First Team AllState with the second and
third fastest 5Ks ever run by
a SLUH athlete.
“I think it was quite a
memorable way to end the
season,” said Rackers. “We
went in wanting to stick to-

gether and came out of the
race working together. It really shows the work we’ve
put into this team attitude.”
Behind Scott and Rackers, Callahan (44th, 16:19)
completed his full race
charge with two consecutive
negative kilometer splits
and a 16 second PR to finish third for SLUH. Kramer
(60th, 16:26), ran an extremely consistent last three
kilometers and finished as
SLUH’s four man only three
places back from where he
started. Mittendorf (64th,
16:27) battled to the finish
to round out the Jr. Bill’s
score, with Brawley (75th,
16:33) and Dillon (99th,
16:44) both PRing behind
him to end SLUH’s racing
for the season.
Even though the race
as a whole was impressive,

the team did not have the
close they had hoped for. In
the end, the Jr. Billikens lost
the State title to Ray-Pec
by 15 points, whose entire
team negatively split the last
three kilometers.
“We were a little bit
down, but we reminded
ourselves that it isn’t State
title or bust, that one race
doesn’t define a season,”
said Scott. “Most importantly, we were reminded
that the biggest thing is our
brotherhood.”
While they did not take
the title in the end, this team
fought through adversity,
injuries, and self-doubt to
cap off the year with some
hardware. For the five seniors on the line, all but one
came into a SLUH Cross
Country program in 2016
that had just finished 11th

at the State meet the previous year, a 17 year low. They
then had to endure two
years in 10th place as the
foundations for a rebirth
of team culture were laid,
and with this and last years’
runner-up finishes, were
able to see their dedication
not only to hard work, but
to every single runner in
the program, to the coaches,
and to each other finally pay
off.
SLUH Cross Country
has returned to its former
glory, and these are the guys
that helped do it.
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Brotherhood at a high in programB Football focuses on
defining season
development and unity as they
(continued from page 5)
close out the season 3-5
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and tough circumstances. The
Jr. Bills fell to CBC and nationally-ranked De Smet during the
regular season, who faced each
other in the Class 6 District 1
Semifinals last Friday. De Smet
has not lost a game yet this season, and is the only St. Louis
team CBC has lost to.
Chaminade and Ladue
were the only other teams able to
beat SLUH, but the losses were
in part because of injuries and
uncharacteristic play. Against
Ladue, SLUH was without two
of their starting defensive backs:
sophomore Chris Brooks, who
also played receiver, and senior
Tay Wiley. Despite a strong day
on offense, SLUH’s defense allowed 48 points from the Rams
in the game, and the 36 they
scored themselves was not
enough to bring home a win.
The opposite occurred against
Chaminade, as the defense allowed just 18 points, but the offense managed only 13.
“It’s tough to decide how I
felt about the season. I thought
it went really well and obviously
it ended early. There were a lot
of games that we could have
won or should have won that
we wanted to win that really
didn’t work out that way, but I’m
proud where we ended,” said
Schuermann. “There was some
time there in the middle where

we were still trying to figure out
our identity, and by the end we
were a tough team. I don’t think
anyone wanted to play us at the
end of the season.”
The season did not end
as the Jr. Bills intended, but the
brotherhood and friendship
they fostered as a team was not
defined by the end result.
“I think that especially in
the summer there was more
class separation,” said Hannah.
“Our senior class was really
unified and had a strong connection. We were just trying to
show (the underclassmen) the
way things ran and just trying to
get them into it. But as the season progressed we became more
and more like one team instead

of a group of seniors, a group of
juniors, and a group of sophomores playing together.”
“I think our brotherhood
was something different this
year,” said Lansing. “You could
tell we truly loved each other
and cared about each other. We
we are really good friends—we
played for each other.”
“I think we really developed a lot,” said Hannah. “Going
into the season everyone was
like ‘this could happen,’ but after
we started getting wins under
our belt we felt confident going
up against any team. After having a chance to play CBC twice,
we were really able to see our
growth.”

Senior Kellen Porter versus CBC.

photo | John Hilker

After slow start, B soccer finds
footing to finish 13-8-1

Camilo Hernandez versus STL United.
BY Louis
REPORTER

T

Cornett

he B soccer team’s season was anything but
easy. Juggling lineup combinations throughout most
of the season, the Jr. Bills
started out slowly with three
straight loses, but recovered
to finish with a record of 138-1.
“At the beginning of
the year, we were not able
to find our offensive groove.
We were not scoring a lot of
goals,” said sophomore defender Matthew Kluba.
Performing poorly in
the Chaminade Tournament, SLUH lost to Chaminade, Vianney, and De
Smet, scoring just two goals
while giving up seven. All
the losses to MCC rivals fu-
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eled the B soccer team to rebound from their slow start.
Turning around their
season with a high-scoring
game, the most impressive
win of the year came on
Sept. 20 when the Jr. Bills
beat MICDS 5-0. By this
point in the season, B soccer was 3-4-1 and needed a
boost in morale.
“Once we started to get
more goals, we started to get
more confidence,” said Kluba, “and it all started when
we won 5-0 against MICDS.”
Winning
decisively
against MICDS, the B soccer
team grew from this game
ending the season on a 10-4
run. Facing De Smet, Chaminade, and Vianney later in
the year, the B team looked
much more disciplined and

precise than the beginning
of the year tournament.
Suffering
heartbreaking
1-0 loses to Chaminade
and Vianney while beating
De Smet 2-0, the Jr. Bills
showed how they had grown
throughout the season.
“As the year progressed,
the season continued to
get better and our chemistry grew as a team,” said
sophomore midfielder Jared
Thornberry. “Our passes
became more crisp and we
were able to build up from
the back, pretty much just
outworking teams.”
Suffering five of their
eight loses in tournament
play, the Jr. Bills dominated
the regular season but were
unable to bring that success to the end of year CBC
Tournament. Losing their
final game of the season to
Marquette in the third place
game, the season ended
with a disappointing loss,
but the B team grew from it
based on their mentality for
the entire year.
“In sophomore year, it
becomes a little more particular on how you perform
and your performance really
does have an impact on how
much you play,” said sophomore assistant coach Bradley Mueller. “We are trying
to build these lessons during sophomore year.”
By emphasizing how
performance affects playing
time, the coaches of the B
team prepared their players
for varsity next year and becoming the future of SLUH
soccer.

BY Luke
STAFF
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Altier

learn the game quickly.
“It was my first year
playing football and a lot of
other guys’ first years playing football, so Coach Wall
basically described it as a
year of preparation for the
next level,” said freshman
Zach Ortwerth. “Also, just
knowing what to do in certain situations.”
Another thing that the
team really works towards
is finding each player’s specialties and developing the
skill positions that are needed at the next level.
“It gives them a chance
to work on their athletic
ability and find a position
that fits them and that they
can excel at,” said Wallingsford.
The team lost two of
its first three games, falling
34-0 to Battle and 40-0 to a
tough DeSmet team.
However, the squad regrouped and won three of
its last five games, showing
improvement and offensive
control. The boys turned
their season around after
blowing out Fort Zumwalt
North 44-14.
“When we beat Fort
Zumwalt North, we hadn’t
beaten
anybody
really
badly to that point,” said
Ortwerth. “The win really
showed the team that they
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could win and showed the
team that we were actually
good and could get it done.”
After their commanding Zumwalt win, the team
gained confidence and
started to produce results,
winning two of its next
three games.
“Coach Wall stressed
that we should be practicing together, doing stuff in
school together, and just going about these four years
together and keeping the
team and our friendship
together,” said Ortwerth.
“That really helped us on
the field because we trusted
each other out there.”
Despite their tough loss
to Trinity, the team finished
the season with optimism
and is already focusing on
the outlook for the offseason and preparation for varsity next year.
“We’re just going to
the weight room and keep
grinding,” said freshman
starting running back Louis
Kertz. “We’re going to get
bigger in there, get stronger
and faster, and hopefully
come back next year and
win State.”

oming off of two wins,
the St. Louis U. High B
football team closed out its
season with a 34-0 loss to
Trinity, finishing the year at
3-5. Though not dominant,
the team developed quickly
over the course of the season.
B football coach John
Wallingsford has worked
with these players for almost an entire year on establishing true brotherhood
and understanding the varsity way. With its slogan of
#gotogether, the team developed in unity, leadership,
and team football.
“When the team met for
the first time as a group, we
talked about staying together on and off the field, having each other’s back, and
looking out for one another,” said Wallingsford. “As
a coaching staff, we tried to
teach leadership and brotherhood through encouragement and hard work, not
just this year but staying together all four years.”
Wallingsford
hopes
that B team develops young
players into varsity starters.
His offensive and defensive
play calling is very similar
to that of varsity head coach
Mike Jones, which helps get
the young players ready for
the transition. Wallingsford
claims that playing a season on the B team for new
players is key to complete
the transition to the varsity
level.
“It gives them a chance
to play instead of being a
backup at the varsity level
and gives them live action
experience,” said Wallingsford. “We also use the varsity system, so the players
can become more familiar
with the terminology and
the system at the next level.”
The team is made up of
freshmen and sophomores,
many of whom are playing
their first year of football.
Wallingsford and his sticktogether plan have helped
the new players adjust and Sophomore Craig Ortwerth versus Vianney.
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Look for winter sports
previews as well as JV and C
soccer wraps in next week's
Prep News
Underclassman Briefs
JV Blue Hockey
11/10-Lafayette
SLUH
1 1 1
3
Lafayette
1 0 0
1
Goals: Tyler Woodcock, Sean
Wiegers, Henry Serafin

JV White Hockey
11-10-Kirkwood
SLUH
1 0 0
Kirkwood 1 1 0
Goals: Gabe Nugent

Compiled by~Kyle McEnery
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Around the Hallways

ACES Films
The Association for Cultural Enrichment at SLUH
(ACES) and the StudentTeacher Association for Racial Studies (STARS), in conjunction with the St. Louis
International Film Festival,
screened two documentaries
this week: “St. Louis Superman,” which profiles Bruce
Franks Jr., a battle rapper,
Ferguson activist, and former state representative, and
“What Are You?” which explores of the lives of multiracial people and their struggle
of living in a world where race
causes a large divide. “St. Louis Superman” also discusses
the issue of gun violence in
communities with fewer resources, higher need, and a
higher
African-American
population. According to
STARS/ACES moderator Dan
Schuler, roughly 40 people,
both students and teachers,
were in attendance.

Snow Days
The first snowfall of the
year hit the St. Louis area on
Monday, dropping a couple
of inches of snow at SLUH.
The snow first started coming down on Monday morning after school started, so
the administration met and
decided to dismiss the school
at 1:45. Because of the altered
schedule, the final four periods were shortened from 45
minutes to 26 minutes. While
there was no snowfall Tuesday, poor road conditions
prompted the administration
to declare a late start.

Friday, November 15

Regular Schedule
Ignatian Family Teach-In for Justice
Winter Sports District Assignments announced
Bi-weekly grade update
Online Day of Giving--St. Louis U. High Day
AP
Rockhurst University
Freshman Class Mass
Snack—Texas Sweet Pretzel
Lunch Special—Chinese
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
3:00PM Swimming MSHSAA Prelims

and a reporter for the broadcast approached him and
asked about his sign. This was
in anticipation of the LSU vs.
Alabama football game that
day, a matchup of two of the
best teams in college football.
It turned out to be a sad day
Alum on College Gameday
for Hicks, as Alabama fell 46SLUH class of 2019 41 to LSU.
graduate Handley Hicks was
seen on TV during College Synapse Scholars
Yesterday at activity peGameday, a pre-game broadcast show for college football riod, the Synapse Scholars, a
on ESPN, this past Saturday Neurophysiology Club from
at the University of Alabama. Washington University, paid
Hicks was holding a sign that a visit to SLUH. The scholars
said “LSU Hates Christmas,” spoke to a group of students

about the brain and the nervous system, specifically how
MRI’s are used to learn more
about brain functions. They
also talked about the Neurophysiology and Brain Science
programs Washington University has to offer. This group
runs the St. Louis Area Brain
Bee, a local competition about
the brain and nervous system.
The Brain Bee occurs in February, and once again SLUH
plans on sending students to
participate.
—compiled by Ben Klevorn

Saturday, November 16

Ignatian Family Teach-In for Justice
9:00AM Swimming and Diving MSHSAA Finals
8:00PM SLUH Varsity Ice Hockey vs Marquette

Sunday, November 17
Ignatian Family Teach-In for Justice
CISL Speech Competition
9:15PM SLUH JV Blue Ice Hockey vs Oakville
9:15PM SLUH JV White Ice Hockey va Marquette

Monday, November 18

Regular Schedule
Ignatian Family Teach-In for Justice
Adopt-A-Family Drive
Freshman Service at McCormack House
AP
Snack—Pepperoni Bosco
Lunch Special—Meatball Sandwich
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese

Tuesday, November 19

Regular Schedule
Adopt-A-Family Drive
Freshman Service at McCormack House
AP
Senior Advisor Meeting
Sophomore Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Mini Tacos
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Mashed Potatoes
3:30PM JV2-2 Racquetball vs Lindbergh B
3:30PM Varsity 1 Racquetball vs Lindbergh

Wednesday, November 20

Regular Schedule
Adopt-A-Family Drive
AP
Freshman Student Council Speeches and Election
Snack—Snack Bites
Lunch Special—Hand Breaded Tenders
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
3:00PM Freshman Service at Garfield Place
4:00PM JV1-1 Racquetball va Chaminade B
7:00PM Admissions/Financial Aid Overview

Thursday, November 21

Regular Schedule

Adopt-A-Family Drive
National Russian Essay Contest
AP
Junior English Extra Credit
Sophomore Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Papa John’s
Vegetarian—Penne Pasta
3:00PM Freshman Service at Garfield Place
3:30PM JV1-2 Racquetball vs DeSmet
3:30PM JV1-2 Racquetball vs Kirkwood
3:30PM Varsity 2 Racquetball vs DeSmet
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Friday, November 22

Regular Schedule
Adopt-A-Family Drive
1st Possible Contest for Winter Sports
AP
Sophomore Class Mass
Snack—Chicken Rings
Lunch Special—Steak and Cheese
Vegetarian— Fish
8:25PM SLUH Varsity Hockey vs Vianney
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SLUH tweet of the week:
Salute to Veterans

@sluhjrbills
“Today we honor and give thanks to all those who
have served our country, especially members of our
faculty, staff and alumni (including Gary Mockler
’56, pictured). #Veterans”

