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Retreat week provides opportunity for 435
students to get away and reflect
BY Ben Klevorn and
Carter Fortman

Varsity Chorus attends
concert, Q&A of
Straight No Chaser
BY Sam Tarter and
Noah Apprill-Sokol

NEWS EDITOR, STAFF		

O

ver St. Louis U. High’s
long
Thanksgiving
break, roughly 435 students
and many faculty members
participated in five different
retreats: the Freshman Retreat, Junior Retreat, Service
Learning retreat, Philia Retreat, and Kairos Retreat, all
of which are designed to help
students strengthen their relationship with God.
“(The goal is) to help
our students grow closer to
Christ, to help our students
cultivate that relationship
with God, and to take time
away from normal routines
and schedules to create some
space for those sorts of things
to happen, but also bonds of
community to be strengthened,” said Campus Minister
Brian Gilmore.
The Freshman Retreat
was a one day retreat that included various events, such as
listening to talks from math
teacher Stephen Deves and
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A group of students on the Service Learning Retreat.

seniors Ben Thomas, Braden
Kramer, and Kevin Stein and
writing letters to themselves
and their counselors; and reflections over love. A large
aspect of the retreat was small
group discussion with senior
advisors in classrooms with
discussion focused around

bonding and reflection.
“I think it met its goals,
which is to give them space
to come together as a class to
reflect on their own transition and where God has taken
them, to give them space to
write letters to themselves
and their counselors to seek
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support if needed, but most
importantly to see the dynamic that ties us together
not just as a class but as a
school is love,” said freshman
class moderator Tim Curdt.
A major theme in the
Freshman Retreat was “the

n addition to good food,
quality time with family and
friends, and a week off from
the stress of school, the St.
Louis U. High’s Varsity Chorus
members were grateful for one
more thing—one of the most
exciting and unique opportunities of their high school
careers. On Friday, Nov. 22 at
The Fabulous Fox Theater, the
team was able to meet with
Straight No Chaser—a worldrenowned all-male a cappella
ensemble—for Straight No
Chaser’s soundcheck and concert.
In October 2018, Choir
teacher Addie Akin saw the
group in Iowa with her par-

because some tips and hints
that I tell my students to
improve upon, Straight No
Chaser was also doing during
their soundcheck,” said Akin.
“It was really important for
my singers to have a professional group reinforce those
pedagogical things that I say
in class.”
The group also spoke
face-to-face with the SLUH
students after their soundcheck, answering questions
regarding their experiences
as performers, as well as their
sound and tonal blend.
“They told us that singing together and knowing
your voice is important to the
overall blend,” said senior Ben
Garcia. “Each voice plays a
different role in the ensemble

continued on page 4

Substitutes Schultz and Mueller welcomed as
pregnancy leaves begin for Powers, Menne
Seniors John Hilker, Sirius Song, and Matt Friedrichs.
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art | Jackson DuCharme
BY Nicholas Dalaviras
and Mitchell Booher
NEWS EDITOR, STAFF

B

iology teacher Megan
Menne had her second
child on Friday, Nov. 22, but
remained in the classroom
until the day before St. Louis
U. High’s Thanksgiving break

commenced. With Menne on
maternity leave until midFebruary, Bobby Schultz, ’98,
began his term as Menne’s
substitute on Monday when
students returned from break.
Schultz is excited to bring his
love for wilderness biology
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W

ith visual arts teacher
Sean Powers taking a
leave of absence to care for his
wife, librarian Madeline Powers, as she prepares to have
her child, the iconic, retired
continued on page 4 SLUH art teacher John Muel-
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ler is filling in for Powers until Christmas break.
Mueller’s original tenure spanned 32 school years,
starting in 1982, before he
retired from teaching in 2015.
Mueller is credited with essentially creating St. Louis

continued on page 4
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Chess
Knight to f7! Chess captures two
wins to start the season.
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Basketball
Turnovers, rebounding hurt Jr.
Bills in season opener against
McCluer. Page 7

ents. She thought that her
students could learn a lot from
another all-male choir. After
the concert, Akin met with
singer Dave Roberts, who
gave her the contact information of the group’s manager.
Keeping in contact with the
manager to work with the
group’s schedule, Akin and her
students were then invited to
meet with the ensemble before
their concert at the Fox and
to watch their soundcheck—a
pre-concert practice where the
group goes over certain songs
and does warm-ups.
Akin chose only Varsity
Chorus to meet with Straight
No Chaser due to their similar
performance—Varsity Chorus does strictly a cappella—
and their familiarity with the
group’s arrangements.
“I thought it was very
inspiring—and hopefully encouraging for my students—

Sports

Hockey
They just win cups! Hockey’s
fifth straight Jesuit Cup, a highlight of road stretch of ups and
downs. Page 6
Sports

Racquetball
Good Gravy! Check out how
SLUH racquetballers past and
present did in this year’s Top
Turkey Tournament. Page 5

as a whole, and so it is realizing how your voice fits into
that.”
Following the soundcheck, the group stayed for the
concert and was blown away
by the performance, as well
as the ensemble’s energy and
enthusiasm, something that
SLUH wants to model in their
performances.
“The concert was phenomenal. They make a cappella cool and it was so much fun,
making jokes about themselves and parodying singing
as a whole,” said Akin. “They
don’t take themselves too seriously, which I think is something that students need to see
out of professionals.”
“They tried to make what
they are doing fun. They have
to perform a lot of the same
songs,” said Garcia. “What I
like about them is that they

continued on page 4
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Senior homeroom M122 downs freshmen homeroom M109 in
bashball tournament championship game
BY Bob Devoll and
Jack Zeidler
STAFF, REPORTER 		

T

he homeroom intramural bashball tournament
concluded two weeks ago, with
the seniors claiming the title
“school champions” in this latest season of St. Louis U. High’s
favorite pastime.
This year’s season ended
as senior homeroom M122
narrowly eked out a victory
against freshman homeroom
M109 in a hard-fought championship game. Per usual, gym
teacher Patrick Zarrick presided over and refereed the
tournament.
Upon reflecting on the
success of intramurals, Zarrick said, “I think it went really well. As usual, the freshman turnout was remarkably
strong like it always is. I was
a little disappointed with the
sophomore turnout, I thought
that could’ve been more robust. The juniors and seniors
had a good turnout and good
participation. The spirit was
good, and there wasn’t a lot of
arguing outside of kids arguing with my calls.”
The tournament culminated in the final rounds as
the freshmen faced off against
the seniors in the championships. For a majority of the
game, the freshmen held the
seniors at bay until their 3-1
lead was broken courtesy of a
last-minute bash, sending the
game into its third overtime
period to be completed and
locked down by the seniors the
next day.
“After the first day of
playing, I felt a sense that both
teams escaped from losing
in that first game,” said senior goaltender Rob Witcher.
“After we knew what kind of
team they were I think that we
felt pretty confident. We got a
quick goal right off the bat the
next day in triple overtime and

were able to step up our defense to win the game.”
While the freshmen did
not take the game, they still felt
proud of the skill and determination which propelled them
to the finals.
“A lot of people thought

that we wouldn’t have a good
chance, and we wanted to
prove them wrong. And I
think we did, even though we
lost,” said Joe Simeri, a freshman on M109 team.
Another reward granted
to all the players regardless of

whether or not they won was
the ability to bond and work
together to accomplish something great as a team.
“The idea behind the intramural program is to allow
students that may not be on a
traditional team to compete,

have fun, participate, and do it
with their homeroom, with the
idea that not only do they get
to compete together but also
to maybe get to know some of
their classmates a little better,”
said Zarrick.
While the focus on team
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Seniors and freshmen battle for the ball in the championship match.

BOTTOM LEFT: Senior Kyle Zoellner defends against a freshman.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Senior Rob Witcher
stands firm in goal.

bonding at times may be
drowned out by a dispute of
a goal or the intensity of the
game, students still agree this
social aspect is what continues
to bring them back to playing
together.
“I really wanted to do
it because in the past, in our
homeroom, it has had a good
sense of bonding,” said Witcher. “It seemed like a good opportunity to finish off our
SLUH career: getting one last
chance to play bashball with
each other. I think it was a
good experience for all of us.”
This hope for brotherhood extends not only to seniors who have been together
for years, but also to the freshmen who still have many years
of class growth ahead of them.
“It was really cool during
the freshman games, especially in the championship. There
were a ton of freshmen lined
up on top; I didn’t see that in
any other class besides the
freshmen, so that was really
great,” said senior intramural
rep for STUCO Joe Callahan.
For those who want another shot at the championship and a second chance to
play with their classmates,
Zarrick is planning to hold
an additional bashball tournament in the spring once seniors have returned from their
projects. The running of a second tournament in the springtime comes with a unique set
of challenges. Students should
expect a shorter games and
faster-paced play.
“In spring we call it flash
bash; the games are a minute
shorter and continuous. Because spring is so chopped up,
the challenge is the number of
days, so I’ve gotta really hit that
tournament hard and quick,”
said Zarrick.
Overall, students felt the
season was a great success, and
are eager to prove themselves
once again come springtime.

Chess starts strong across the board; wins over Clayton, Crossroads
BY Ben Gremaud
REPORTER

S

t. Louis U. High’s varsity
chess team started off the
new season on Nov. 20 with a
victory at home over Clayton.
With all five boards being returning players, expectations
were high, and the Jr. Bills did
not disappoint.
SLUH was led by beloved
co-captains Thomas Reilly
and Garrett Seal at boards one
and two, respectively, with senior Ben Gremaud at board
four, and sophomores Robert
Mize and Broderick Nester at
boards three and five.
Board five was the first
game to finish. Unfortunately,
Nester lost a minor piece (the
minor pieces are the knights
and bishops) in the middle
game, and was unable to recover, leading to an early
checkmate.
However, SLUH bounced
back quickly with a spectacular win by Seal. Seal, known in
the club for his tricky opening play and excellent tactics,
gained a quick advantage

early in his game, suffocating
his opponent and forcing a
resignation to make the score
7-4 in favor of SLUH.
In Mize’s game, opening
play left him up in material
midway through the match,
but a blunder left him unable
to pull off a victory, and Clayton recaptured the lead, 10-7.
But four-year varsity
chess veteran Reilly forced
a resignation from his opponent due to a savvy knight
fork of the Clayton player’s
queen and rook, giving SLUH
a 15-10 lead.
“My opponent allowed
me to play the Najdorf, my
most comfortable opening,
and I was able to turn this into
a positional crunch… forcing
him into a position he could
not get out of,” Reilly said.
At this point in the
match, a win or draw on
board four would have secured a victory for SLUH.
With the pressure on, Gremaud was locked in a tough
battle with his opponent. The
position stayed relatively even

for the majority of the game,
and Gremaud was able to maneuver around his opponents
threats and force a draw with
less than five minutes left on
his clock, giving SLUH the
narrow 17-13 victory.
“I think Mr. Esswein,
myself, and the entire team
are fairly satisfied with the
outcome (against Clayton).
It’s always nice to start out the
season strong.” said Reilly.
The team continued
with a blowout victory this
past Wednesday on the road
against Crossroads. While
the board order remained the
same, sides are swapped during road matches, with boards
one, three, and five with the
white pieces and boards two
and four as black.
Once again, Seal forced
a quick resignation from his
opponent, giving SLUH an
early 7-0 lead.
“It was a quick win. He
thought he was winning a
pawn in the opening, but after a series of exchanges, I was
able to go up a knight,” Seal

explained.
Since all five boards play
their matches at the same
time, a quick victory on a
higher board provides a large
scoring cushion, allowing the
other players to play more
conservative chess. Reilly
took advantage of this, agreeing to a draw with his opponent in a locked position.
“My opponent used an
interesting counter to my
opening, and after he pushed
his pawn to d5 and liquidated
the game, the endgame ended
up perfectly even,” Reilly stated.
Gremaud was next to
complete his game, securing a
victory on board four with the
black pieces. 			
“I was able to play my
favorite hyper-modern opening by pushing my queenside
pawns to a4 and b5, and, despite a blunder in the middle
game, I was able to claw back
and promote two passed
pawns, leading to an easy
checkmate,” said Gremaud.
What was most promis-

ing about the match, however, was the performance of
the sophomores. After losing
their games against Clayton,
Nester and Mize bounced
back against Crossroads with
a win and draw, respectively.
Nester gained a material advantage early and carried it to
victory on board five, while
Mize fought through a complicated positional endgame
involving a rook and several
pawns for each player to get
a draw. This left SLUH with a
convincing 23-7 victory and a
perfect 2-0 record.
However, SLUH’s chess
team is more than just the
varsity squad. Due to an increased turnout in the club
the past two years, Esswein
decided SLUH would be able
to field a B team this year.
This provides opportunities
to several younger players
that otherwise would not have
a chance to play matches on a
competitive scene.
“Our
second
team,
which is also playing against
varsity competition, is made

up mostly of younger players
but is nonetheless 1-1 so far
this year, which is an excellent start for them,” noted Esswein.
This 1-1 start included
a blowout 23.5-8.5 victory
against Chaminade.
SLUH will look to continue their hot start with a
home match against Ladue’s B
team next week, with SLUH’s
B team on the road against
CBC. The chess club is always
looking for new members,
and Reilly is especially eager
to see new faces at club meetings.
“While the chess team is
a very competitive group and
we take it very seriously, chess
club remains open to everyone, and we encourage players of all skill levels to come
try it out,” said Reilly.
Anyone interested in
joining the chess club or participating competitively this
year, the club meets every day
after school in 215C.

NEWS

December 6, 2019

Prep News

AMDG

Volume 84, Issue 13

Scholar Bowl takes
second in reginal
competition
BY Victor Stefanescu and
Jack Figge
STAFF, REPORTER

A

talented squad of 10
SLUH students battled
20 teams from the area’s
private high schools in the
Scholar Bowl Championship
on Tuesday night at De Smet.
During the event, students
competed against each other
in a Jeopardy-style match
where they were asked different questions and then buzzed
in to answer. Correct responses were awarded points. SLUH
finished second, behind only
Priory.
Throughout the season,
the SLUH varsity team has
struggled with having enough
students show up to compete.
“A lot of us had conflicts
this year, so things were shaky
at first,” said senior Daniel
Gatewood,
Entering into the final
competition, it appeared that
SLUH would again not have
enough students needed to
win the event, or even win an
award. But the SLUH team
was in for a huge surprise.
After having to forfeit in
the first round because they
didn’t have enough competitors, SLUH came back to
dominate in the finals.
“We had at least six students get awards for total
points. It was amazing,” said
Scholar Bowl Club moderator
Jennifer Ice.
These six students provided the points necessary to
finish the competition in their
high position. Junior Kevin
Hickey was the individual
champion for the whole com-

petition.
“I felt I did well overall.
Kevin Hickey was fantastic
and crucial for us though,”
said Gatewood. “Kevin and
Michael Buescher carried
SLUH varsity to the finals,
which we we’re really proud
of.”
Hickey’s stellar performance helped propel the
SLUH team to finish second
overall even after a team forfeit, prompted by a lack of
competitors, in the first round.
The finals was tightly
contested with SLUH battling
back and forth with Priory to
hold the lead. The competition
came down to the wire. Going
into the final question SLUH
and Priory were tied. Against
SLUH’s best efforts, Priory
reached the buzzer first, answered the question correctly,
and took home the title.
“I was surprised (with
the outcome), this season.
Especially the past couple of
matches I’ve really struggled
with getting the varsity team
to have enough kids show up
because of other things happening,” said Ice. “Being able
to still come in second after having to forfeit the first
round is pretty cool.”
After finishing second
in the private school Scholar
Bowl league, the SLUH varsity team will look to continue
to dominate in exhibition
matches throughout the second semester and different
tournaments.
Next year I want to shoot
for the stars,” said Hickey. “I
want to see if we can get first
next year.”

What’s this Thing?
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Notice something different near the
math office, perhaps near Mr. Cruz and
Mrs. Thomas’s door? If you haven’t, then
look again! Two new “med-sleds” have
been installed on the second floor aiming to, in a potential fire, provide an easy
solution to injured people on the second
floor. Acting as a portable, stair-conquering stretcher, the sleds now serve as
a way to ensure the safety of students and
faculty.
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crossword | Mr. Paul Baudendistel

ACROSS
1. *Second floor, north
8. SLUH doesn’t have one
of these
11. A measurement of
vanilla or cough syrup
(abbr.)
14. *Second floor, southwest
15. Co
16. German exclamation
17. What a cop does, obviously
18. 61, per 56 across
19. Most members of the
themed groups are this,
not clergy
20. These solve crowding, though not as well as
braces
22. *Basement
28. Powers can be found
here
29. Stopped flowing
30. Grand mountain that
may make members of 51
across giggle
31. Is, per 51 across
32. The Old Testament
God, per 53 across
34. Curriculum, per 13
down
40. James Guth Costigan’s
space
44. Cheri of late 1990’s
SNL
45. Golden calf worshippers
50. The most famous superhero sidekick
51. *Second floor, southeast
53. *First floor, north
54. O of XOX
55. Bach Mass setting
56. *First floor, east
62. Anton who likes ratatouille
63. United Way or YMCA
64. A classic medieval

tale, per 1 across
65. Prefix for fat and fiction
66. EMT’s in ER’s see
many of these
67. Directed quantities,
per 14 across
DOWN
1. Called a sixth sense, although humans already
have more than five
2. Corporal or sergeant,
e.g.
3. Dodgers’ Hodges,
“Buck Rogers” Gerard, or
“The Simpsons” Gunderson
4. Flower necklace
5. “Monsters, _____”
6. “_____ of a Woman”
7. “_____ Just Not That
into You,” directed by Ken
Kwapis SLUH ‘75
8. What a baby does to his
or her ears when infected
9. CO, but not CO2
10. Starting point, per 24
down
11. America’s Got this, although Britain had it first
12. Like the resource you
need in Catan
13. *Fieldhouse
20. *West and second
floor, farther north
21. The largest labor
union in this country
22. Kansas, Jefferson, or
University
23. Eligible for military
service
24. *Second floor, middle
25. A part of a ship above
the water line which
rhymes with a part of a
ship
26. _____ Reader, an alternative American magazine

27. Direction from one
Ted Drewes location to
the other
33. Dismiss contestants
on a late 1970’s and recent Mike Myers show
35. What Chewbacca
was going to eat in
“The Last Jedi”
36. Japanese father
37. Country music
singer turned actress
McEntire
38. Algebra II’s companion
39. A function of 38
down
41. Weapon for Legolas
42. Haitian musician
Lariviere
43. “Be Prepared”
troop (no, not the hyenas)
45. A kind of statement, per 22 across
46. Perform “The
Hunchback of Notre
Dame” or “Les Miserables,” as they might in
20 down
47. Trail found in grade
school computer gaming
48. “_____ the Lion
goes GIR.”
49. In poor health
52. Like Leslie Knope
or Princess Anna
56. AIDS is its final
stage
57. Item dropped by a
dying Minecraft squid
58. Explosive cable
channel
59. American exclamation
60. MVP of the 2019
NHL playoffs
61. It’s no no
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Students and teachers connect with peers and God on
Thanksgiving break retreats
(continued from page 1)

beginning of the end.” Starting second semester, senior
advisors will no longer be in
homeroom with freshmen.
“So it’s the end of the
arc of the formal initiation
experiences that start back
during their first meeting in
February, still as 8th graders, through Direction Days,
to Freshman Fun Days, to
homeroom with their senior
advisors to now this final retreat where we take it as an
examen to see how this formal transition worked in your
own internal heart and to let
God into that reflection to remind our class that he is the
source of all good things and
the source of our class identity and the source of all of
our support during our transition,” said Curdt.
This year’s version of
Freshman Retreat included
no structural changes; last
year was the first year the retreat was one full day as opposed to the overnight format
in years past. This was also the
fifth year the retreat was held
during Thanksgiving week.
Many juniors went on
the traditional Junior Retreat.
They began by talking about
their values, such as mortality and God, followed by several talks. They held a prayer
service every morning where
they prayed and discussed
the activities they had done.
They had many talks focused
around sin and how it affects
us in our daily lives.
“It was a really neat experience,” said junior Max
Melching. “I went into it
thinking it was going to be
boring but it turned out to
be way better than I thought
it would be. Mr. Mohr gave a
talk about his past experiences that I really liked. I think
it was because his talk was so
relatable and everyone could
understand what he meant.”
Roughly 60 juniors at-

(continued from page 1)

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:
Dr. Callon and students on the Service Learning
Retreat, photo by Mrs. Kathy Chott.
Retreatants doing yoga on the Philia Retreat,
photo by Mr. Dan Schuler.
Junior Logan Neumann, senior Darren Ross, and
junior John Browdy discuss on the Philia Retreat,
photo by Mr. Dan Schuler .
tended this three day, two
night retreat, and because of
the size, it was split into two
groups—one convened at
Toddhall Retreat Center in
Columbia, Ill. and the other at
the White House Retreat Center in South County.
The Service Learning
retreat for juniors hosted ten
juniors in an effort to educate them on the many challenges that families in need go
through on a daily basis. The
juniors served homeless families and went to the grocery
store to see what it is like to
feed a family on food stamps.
“It affected me on a spiritual level seeing what other
people go through just to
meet their basic needs,” said
junior Philip Hiblovic.
Twenty-two
seniors,
joined by six senior student
leaders, attended Kairos, a
four day, three night retreat
at King’s House Retreat Cen-

ter in Belleville, Ill. The retreatants answered questions
regarding their relationship
with God through talks and
small group discussion. To
many, the retreat was a good
use of their days off.
“Going on Kairos was
truly an eye-opening experience for me. The main thing
that I got out of Kairos is that
I am loved, lovable, forgiven,
and forgivable,” said senior
Komlavi Adissem. “I have had
an especially difficult time
understanding that in the past
year and a half. This retreat
has opened me up to God’s
love and shown me that I am
indeed surrounded by love.”
About 25 students—
comprised of sophomores,
juniors, and seniors—attended the two day, one night
Philia retreat, which was held
at Pallottine Retreat Center
in Florissant, MO. Hosted by
the Association for Cultural

Schultz, ’98, subs while Menne on
maternity leave
(continued from page 1)

and his experience gained
from traveling the icy regions
of the country into the classroom.
Science
Department
chair Tim O’Keefe was tasked
with finding a long term substitute for Menne ahead of
her departure, and as he was
interviewing many worthy
applicants Schultz stood out
with valuable past teaching
experiences and a connection to the school that allows
the short transition to go
smoothly.
“He’s got a lot of experience in the classroom,
which was a real benefit,” said
O’Keefe. “His experience with
working with young people
and his care and treatment for
young people was a big thing
that really stood out. He was
just a really good candidate.
He’s been here just for a few
days, but he’s really doing a
great job so far.”
After graduating from

Varsity
Chorus
wowed
at sound
check

SLUH in 1998, Schultz graduated from Mizzou with a degree in psychology which he
later used to pursue his passion: helping kids grow and
learn. Netting a job in wilderness therapy, Schultz’s love for
environmental science grew
and resulted in his return to
school to take classes at Utah
State to learn about wildlife
biology.
“I got a job doing wilderness therapy where I was
taking troubled kids on backpacking trips,” said Schultz.
“I was working a week-on,
week-off schedule where I
was living outside a week at
a time, and through that I
got more interested in the
environment and ecology. I
started learning more about
that and eventually went back
to school for wildlife biology
and started working a lot of
jobs with that.”
Traveling back and forth
from Alaska to the Great Basin Desert to the mountains of

Utah, and working in a wide
range of positions, and from a
job dealing with grizzly bears
to one dealing with teenage
boys, Schultz has all the real
world experience needed to
teach at SLUH.
Schultz is also pursuing
a master’s degree in teaching
at UMSL, which he is set to
receive later this month, but
the fact that 20 years ago he
walked the same halls that his
students do is the most valuable experience he can share.
“It’s so good to be back
here, and also really surreal. A
lot has changed, and so much
of it is exactly the same,” said
Schultz. “When I went to
school for psychology, I always wanted to work with
teenage boys because I remember being a teenage boy,
and it can be fun. It can also
be really hard. I’ve worked in
a couple of schools on the way
doing student teaching, but
being back here (at SLUH), I
mean, it’s amazing.”

Enrichment at SLUH (ACES),
the Philia retreat is unique in
the fact that students are not
limited to attending it just
once.
Centered around the
theme of “Brotherhood is
something we create,” the retreatants spent time discussing, watching a movie, and
listening to talks. Spanish
teacher Kate Toussaint led a
yoga session and Assistant
Principal for Mission Jim
Linhares gave a talk about his
changing perception of Jesus.
“Mr. Linhares was incredible because it was so passionate and very thoroughly
done. He talked about his
changing perception of Jesus in his life and it was very
real and personal,” said senior Peter Curdt. “I loved the
group discussions we had.
The smaller group actually allowed for a broader sharing of
opinions and a more focused

discussion.”
This was the fifth consecutive school year in which
classes were not scheduled
during the week of Thanksgiving. The decision, which
was a result of the strategic
planning that was a part of
Imagining 18, has allowed
students to attend retreats
without the stress of missing
class and having to make up
the work.
More retreats will be offered throughout the second
semester; sophomores have
their mandatory retreat in
April, while juniors still have
the option to fulfil their retreat requirement through
the Junior retreat in January
or through the April and May
Kairos retreats. Two voluntary
Kairos retreats will be offered
to seniors in mid-January.

Mueller makes
temporary return to
SLUH while Powers is
on paternity leave
(continued from page 1)

U. High’s art curriculum, including the creation of the
Fine Arts requirement and
the now-defunct freshman
Fine Arts Survey course, and
building a staff of teachers
that would grow the department into a visual arts display
with multiple course options
in varying mediums.
“I’m proud of helping develop this department,” said
Mueller. “I’m also very proud
of the many kids who I’ve
taught that have gone into the
arts and are doing pretty well.”
While at SLUH, Mueller
was also responsible for the
hiring of another long-time
art teacher that helped build
the department, Mueller’s former 25-year colleague and visual arts teacher Joan Bugnitz.

Bugnitz is excited that she gets
to spend time with her dear
friend walking the halls again.
While he is only substituting for a short time
since Powers will return after
Christmas break, Mueller is
glad to be back at SLUH for
the brief period, though he
notes that it is weird to no
longer be familiar with all of
the students and teachers in
the building.
“There’s a whole lot of
new people,” said Mueller.
“Since I taught Fine Arts survey, by the end of the year I
knew everyone in the building I knew everyone except
for the band boys. Now I
walk down the halls and don’t
know anybody, but it’s still
nice to be back.”

try to make each new performance different and better.
They try to make it fun for
them so they can bring that
energy to the concert.”
Varsity Chorus was also
impressed with how the group
adjusted and corrected mistakes right before the concert.
“What I thought was cool
was that some of the songs
during the soundcheck sounded a little rough and some of
the singers seemed a bit underprepared, but during the actual performance, songs were
fixed and memorized, and
you would have never guessed
that they had improved things
at the last minute,” said Akin.
“I’m so glad we were able to do
the soundcheck and then the
concert because my students
were able to see what the group
worked on with the rehearsal
and how that applied to the
performance.”
The concert’s final song—
an a cappella rendition of
Semisonic’s “Closing Time”—
was a favorite among the Varsity Chorus because of its simple but powerful performance,
with a limited number of microphones and lights on stage.
“For the very last song,
they wanted to give the audience a feeling of how they
started out, so they turned off
all of the effects and only had
on the stage mics,” said junior
Charlie Byrne. “It was really
cool seeing them take it back
and be very simplistic with
the last song. They didn’t need
all of the extra mics and stage
effects to make them sound
amazing. It was just them, and
that was the most inspiring
part of the show for me.”
“I think it was very inspiring to see them on stage singing as their profession, especially since many people with
dreams to sing or act aren’t
as supported as other professions,” said senior Komlavi
Adissem. “I think it was amazing to see people who have
built their lives on performing
and doing what they love.”
Akin hopes that her varsity students will inspire the
same joy and love for the arts
that Straight No Chaser inspired in them and the ensemble’s ever-growing audience.
“I would hope that every
student can see the joy that
music and doing what you love
can bring to this group. They
exude so much enthusiasm
and love for what they do, and
I think for all performers, that
is why they do what they do,”
said Akin. “That’s why people
sing, and dance, and act. Not
only do they as performers
love it, but they get to share it
with the audience. They can
let an entirely new group of
people be entertained for two
hours every single night, so I
hope that students realize what
they are doing for their audience, whether it’s a means of
escape or self-expression, and
that is why the arts are so important.”
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Normington victorious in
Poetry Out Loud competition
BY Peter
STAFF

A

LaBarge

group of 11 students took
the stage of the Schulte
Theatre on Monday to compete in the Poetry Out Loud
competition. Contestants recited poems in front of a panel
of judges made up of math
teacher Frank Corley, Fine
Arts teacher Kathryn Whitaker, English teacher Terry
Quinn, and Physics teacher
Theresa Corley. At the end of
the day, the results of the competition were announced: senior Peter Michalski finished
in third; senior Fitz Cain finished in second; and senior
Andrew Normington finished
first.
The Poetry Out Loud
foundation was founded in
2006, and in 2007, with the
help of English teacher Chuck
Hussung, the Poetry Out
Loud foundation was brought
to SLUH. It has been an annual competition since.

“This competition has
transformed the way St. Louis
U. High has taught poetry,”
said Hussung.
In addition, the competition has led Poetry Out
Loud to be incorporated in
the junior English curriculum
with the assistance of English
teacher Steve Missey.
“Mr. Missey started paying attention to it and thought
about how we could teach
junior English in a way that
connects to this competition,”
said Hussung. “That started
a number of years ago, but it
started picking up steam this
year, and I think it will go in
greater places next year.”
Leading up to the competition, each student chose
a poem from the Poetry Out
Loud website and practiced
reciting it in an interpretative
manner. Some of the students
chose to compete because of
their past experiences in theater while others simply wanted to perform the poem they

memorized for junior English.
While all the competitors showed their skill, only
one went home a winner. The
winner, Andrew Normington,
chose “Night Piece” by Ben
Belitt, a poem about stars and
how they provide a beautiful
light in the world.
“In my own eyes, I had no
idea, I sort of just did my best,
and I thought other people
did great,” said Normington.
While Normington was
hesitant about how well he
performed, Hussung offered
much more praise for his performance.
“Andrew’s poem is really
hard,” said Hussung. “It is not
an easy poem to take in by ear.
But what I remember from
his performance was that his
physical performance was full
of confidence, not showy confidence but that of knowing
his poem.”
Normington will now
compete in one of the regional
competitions.
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Chicago Cast List
Velma Kelly - Fiona Scott
Roxie Hart - Ellie Schwartz
Matron “Mama” Morton - MacLean Blanner
Amos Hart - Fitz Cain
Billy Flynn - Alex Bollini
Liz - Lillian Kanterman
Annie - Grace Shaughnessy
June - Sarah Henderson
Hunyak - Julia Monsey
Mona - Abbie Szewczyk
Mary Sunshine - Nyla Green
Male Ensemble - John Emke, Daniel Gatewood, Adrian Gray, Jack
Kuhlman, Corey Lyles, Andrew Marty, Donovan Meachem, Peter
Michalski, Alex Mittendorf, Andrew Normignton, Nathan Sewell,
Sirius Song, Bryce Van Bree, Ben Walsh
Female Ensemble - Nyla Green, Lillian Kanterman, Julia Monsey, Rheanna Mulvaney, Grace Shaughnessy, Abbie Szewcyk, Jane
Whelan, Zoe Clark, Sarah Henderson, Maylin Dunn

Jazz Christmas Concert
From Christmas Carols to Latin grooves, the SLUH Jazz Bands, Combos, Fun Band, and Lab Band
performed a variety of songs during the Jazz Christmas Concert on Tuesday night. Tuesday night’s
performance demonstrated the hard work done by the musicians. Some highlights included a piano
intro arranged by junior Luke Missey for Jazz 1’s Blackbird and a powerful guitar solo by Eric Wu.

Clockwise from top right:
Freshman Joseph Simeri playing the trombone.
Senior Jack Billeaud playing the drums.
Freshmen Ryan Carpenter and Jack Evans playing the guitar.
Seniors David Thuita and Emmanuel Reyes playing the saxophone and
trumpet.
All photos by Mrs. Kathy Chott.

Hockey bounces back from Vianney loss;
defeats De Smet in Jesuit Cup

Matt Warnecke against Vianney.

Blake Obert and
Julien Jensen

SPORTS EDITOR, REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High
hockey team lost to Vianney in the first of a five
game stretch of away games.
The team appeared to outplay the Griffins everywhere but the scoreboard.
The Jr. Bills rebounded by
beating De Smet 6-3 and
Francis Howell 5-3.
The Jr. Bills were seeking revenge after Vianney
had ousted them from the
Top Hat Tournament earlier in the season. From the
drop, SLUH was aggressive,
dishing out big hits left and
right throughout the game.
The first period saw
SLUH’s physicality lead to
outstanding play on defense
and offense, with the Jr.
Bills outshooting Vianney
9-3. But Vianney managed
to score off a slapshot with
4:32 left in the first.
“We’re just having a really hard time scoring right
now and were just getting
really unlucky in front of
the net,” said junior Matt
Warnecke. “We couldn’t put
the puck in the back of the
net and they did.”
SLUH tied the game at
one with two minutes left in
the second, on a goal from
senior Trey Lyons, his first
of the season. Senior Nolan
Meyer had the assist.
After
the
Griffins
scored within the first two
minutes of the third to take
a 2-1 lead, SLUH had solid
opportunities in the period
but couldn’t score. In the
final five minutes, SLUH
failed to take advantage of a
late Vianney penalty.
After SLUH pulled Jansky for an extra player in
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the waning minutes of the
game, Vianney got an empty-netter for a 3-1 win.
“I was very encouraged
by our play against Vianney.
We outshot and outplayed
them throughout the game.
It was a huge improvement
in our game compared to
our contest with them in the
Top Hat Tournament,” said
coach Jack Behan.
SLUH faced off against
De Smet in the Jesuit Cup
last Friday at Queeny Park,
taking home the hardware
for the fifth year in a row
with a 6-3 win.
The game started with
a lack of precision, and a
hard focus on physicality
for both teams. The puck
moved chaotically from
zone to zone.
The first goal came as a
result of the chaos. Players
on both teams rushed to the
puck like sharks in a feeding frenzy until De Smet
emerged with the puck,
finding the net in the slot
and taking an early 1-0 lead
with 11:29 left in the first
period.
“De Smet’s first goal
was really upsetting. It’s
really horrible giving up a
goal against them. You never want to lose to your little
brother,” said Warnecke.
Less than 30 seconds
after the De Smet score, senior Alex Beville found the
net after a good cut from
a SLUH player opened up
a shooting lane for Beville
to shoot and score. After
SLUH tied the game up at
one, Beville did not stop
there, scoring two more
goals for the Jr. Bills in his
first game back from a concussion.
“Being able to play in
my last Jesuit Cup was ex-

tremely important to me
because it’s easily the most
fun game of the year, outside of playoffs, because we
always pack a rowdy student
section that gets the team
fired up. Scoring a hat trick
in my first game back was a
special moment because it
was my first one of my high
school career and I couldn’t
have done it without my
linemates John Loretta and
Gus Heithaus,” said Beville.
Two goals from junior
Joey Perotti and one from
senior captain Patrick Simoncic closed out the scoring
in the 6-3 win.
The Jr. Bills scored on
three of their four power
plays and killed off three of
De Smet’s four chances.
The
rowdy
SLUH
crowd put the Jr. Bills back
on track.
“The big Jesuit Cup win
was terrific for our morale,”
said Behan. “Scoring like we
did, playing that well in a
big game, will give us confidence moving forward.”
The Jr. Bills finished
their three game stretch
against Francis Howell on
Monday. Behan decided to
sit senior goalie Cole Jansky
for the first time this season
to give junior backup JV
goalie Jacob Buttice some
experience on varsity.
Senior Jack Hazelton
scored in the first 35 seconds of opening minute to
give SLUH a 1-0 lead on his
fourth goal of the season.
On the other side of
the ice, SLUH’s defense had
a rough start, with lackluster play in the opening five
minutes of the first period.
Francis Howell took advantage of the sloppy play
by scoring two unanswered
goals, the second one com-

ing off a steal right in front
of the goal, which was an
easy chip in for the Francis
Howell forward.
The second goal seemed
to wake up the hibernating
Jr. Bills, who proceeded to
absolutely dominate the rest
of the period, not allowing
Francis Howell any possession of the puck and putting shot after shot on goal.
The first period ended with
Francis Howell leading 2-1,
but that wouldn’t last long.
The second period
opened with Francis Howell receiving a penalty at
the end of the first minute.
SLUH put up 9 shots on
goal, with Francis Howell
only managing to clear the
puck once.
Though SLUH failed to
convert on the power play,
that didn’t put an end to
the chorus of shots Francis
Howell’s goalie faced the
next four minutes afterwards. SLUH finally tied the
game on a tap in goal from
Simoncic with 8:25 left.
The blood was in the
water after the tying goal.
Francis Howell simply could
not stop SLUH’s attack as
the shots on goal continued
rack up.
A minute after Simoncic’s goal, Beville swooped
in and tapped in the puck
off a breakaway for his
fourth goal in two games.
SLUH scored again five
minutes later on a snipe
from sophomore John Loretta from the top of the
zone, giving SLUH a 4-2
lead. The goal was his first
of the season.
After, the Jr. Bills’ defense got sloppy and gave
up an easy goal in the final minutes of the second,
the Jr. Bills started the final
period with ferocity. They
struck swiftly, Perotti scoring a breakaway goal with
13:50 left to give the Jr. Bills
a 5-3 lead and putting the
nail in the coffin.
“I think we had a tremendous response offensively as we outshot them
27-2 in the second period,”
said Behan.
SLUH flexed on both
sides of the ice, putting up a
whopping 46 shots on goal
and holding Francis Howell
to a mere 12.
The win gives the Jr.
Bills a 9-2-1 record going
into a big matchup against
Chaminade tonight. The
puck drops at 7:40 p.m. at
the Chesterfield Rec Center.
“Chaminade will be
tough,” said Behan. “(It’s a)
huge game for us and I expect a heck of a game.”

Top Turkey Tourney
teaches team new tactics
BY Kyle McEnery
STAFF

T

he St. Louis U. High racquetball team held the
legendary Top Turkey Tournament on the courts of Vetta
Concord last Friday to give the
team some great competition
during the holiday break.
The Top Turkey Tournament is a SLUH-hosted event
in which SLUH’s Varsity and
JV1 players compete against
nine highly skilled adult players who are connected to the St.
Louis racquetball world; four
were SLUH alumni. Coach
Stephen Deves also extended
an invitation to the No. 1 seed
from each team in the league.
This year, representatives from
Lindbergh, Kirkwood, De
Smet, and many others made
an appearance.
The tournament is a
round robin in which each
high school player plays each
adult player one time. The
student champion is the high
school player who wins the
most points total in all of their
matches. The adult champion is
the player who allows the fewest points scored against him.
“The point total for our
(student) winner was higher
than our point total for our
winner last year, so there’s
clearly some sign of improvement there,” said Deves.
The purpose of this tournament is not to place players
in a realistic match setting, but

Porterfield (Sr.) with 30 points.
In third place was Lindbergh’s
No. 1 seed Edwin Miller with
27 points. The adult champion
was SLUH alumn Brendan
Giljium, ’10, who allowed just
13 points in 16 matches.
“It’s always one of my
favorite tournaments,” said
Giljium. “I’ve been playing in it
since I graduated from SLUH,
like every year, so this is my
ninth year in a row playing it it.
I really like playing it because
I get a great workout in, but it
was a really fun time.”
Part of the reason so many
alumni come back to this tournament is to check up on the
SLUH racquetball team.
“It’s awesome to see how
SLUH has kind of stayed dominant since I left, you know always doing things the right way
in terms of drills and practices
and dedication to the game,”
said Giljium. “It’s cool to kind
of see the young kids, like
sophomores, playing me pretty
competitively, which a lot of
sophomores in high school
can’t do.”
But the tournament was
by no means an easy win for
the adults either. Schulze managed to score three points off
Giljium, and was the only No.
1 seed at the tournament to get
any points off him. Porterfield
took seven points from Mark
Kissel ,’11, winning the match.
Many of the adults had to fight
due to the high competitiveness
of the SLUH racquetball team.
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give them intense competition
to focus on each individual
rally, instead of the match as a
whole.
“All in all, it’s a very fun
tournament,” said Deves. “I
like the idea of you might not
almost win a game, but can you
still give your best and draw a
lot of success from the other
moments in the game, the rallies you do win without necessarily having to beat the other
player at the end of it. I think it’s
a cool message for our players,
and a cool thing to work for, to
focus on each point and not just
the overall game.”
“It was interesting to play
adults who were so skilled and
who had such a different play
style,” said No. 1 seed Nick
Schulze (Sr). “It makes you
work on new strategies and it is
refreshing because it’s like finding a new level of game.”
This year, Schulze was the
student champion with a total
of 31 points. Following close
behind was No. 2 seed Andrew

“We noticed one of the
adults actually struggled with
left-handed players because he
actually lost a few games or was
very close to losing and they
all happened to be against lefthanded players,” said Deves.
“So I think (senior) Kyle Zoellner took a game off him and
Ben Harmon took six points
off him, Danny Phillips got like
five or six points off him.”
“I was a little nervous at
first since I was playing a really
good player, but then I started
playing pretty well,” said Zoellner. “I learned a lot from them
on how to play.”
“They know when go into
the tournament, the whole
point of this is not that they’ll
win all nine games,” said Deves.
“In fact many of them don’t win
a single game, and I think that’s
a really cool message that I like
lot: you’re not going to focus on
being this amazing success, it’s
focusing on each little success
and go out one point at a time.”
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Some bright spots, but turnovers,
breakdowns hurt in bball loss to McCluer Varsity wrestling makes season debut
Jimmy Stanley

in dual meet against Hazelwood West

T

Luke Altier

SPORTS EDITOR

he St. Louis U. High varsity
basketball team officially
kicked off its season versus McCluer last Tuesday. SLUH
looked explosive in the first
quarter, but began to fall apart
as they struggled with rebounds
and turnovers—an issue they
faced all of last year too.
Head
coach
Erwin
Claggett coached at McCluer
for seven years, so he knew what
the Jr. Bills were up against.
“I knew they were going to
be more athletic than we were
and more experienced with
their five seniors,” said Claggett.
“I knew that was going to be an
uphill battle. I thought that we
needed to execute offensively
and make good shots. We had
to do a really, really good job
on the boards. Those were two
things that we didn’t do.”
SLUH’s starting five consisted of senior Demarcus
Bond, junior Freddie Cooper,
and sophomores Jaden McClain, Luke Johnston and Nick
Kramer.
Cooper started the first
quarter by nailing an electric,
deep three-pointer that had
the bench cheering from the
start. Just halfway through the
first quarter, Cooper slammed
down his first dunk of the year,
one that will certainly end up
on SLUH’s season highlight
reel. The energy in the gym exploded, and SLUH lost all composure. For the remainder of the
first half, SLUH went on to have
a 12.4 percent turnover rate,
which declined in the second
half, and only recovered five
out of 14 defensive rebounds,
allowing McCluer to dominate
on second chance baskets. McCluer went on a 23-8 run after
the dunk, and SLUH found
themselves down 28-18 going
into the half.

STAFF

A

Freddie Cooper against McCluer North.

“I think it was crazy because usually when you get a
play like that you fuel the momentum for your team, but
for us it did the reverse,” said
Claggett. “We relaxed and
thought it was going to be easy.
Right away we had three or four
turnovers.”
All five starters are returning varsity players from last
year, but still are young and the
heat of the game can take over,
as evidence after the slam from
Cooper.
SLUH regrouped at half
and came out rebounding with
a 75 percent defensive rebound
percentage in the third quarter,
but were plagued by six turnovers in eight minutes. SLUH
cut the lead to eight after Bond
barreled his way to score a tough
contested layup, but were unable to fully recover. SLUH let
up four and-ones in the second
half. McCluer scored five points
off of turnovers in the quarter,
and SLUH continued to struggle, allowing 22 points in the
third quarter due to turnovers
and fouls in the paint.
The fourth quarter held
much of the same as SLUH gave
up 26 points. While they generated offense through Kramer,
Johnston, and Cooper, they still
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could not close the gap. The
game ended 76-58 with SLUH
shooting 35 percent from the
field and committing 14 turnovers.
Although the final score
was disappointing, SLUH did
manage to rattle off 58 points
and shoot over 45 percent from
the field and over 75 percent on
free throws.
“I think we did pretty
well in the first half with the
turnovers and fouls, but in the
second half we started making
plays for ourselves and didn’t
think about the team,” said Cooper.
SLUH will face CBC on
Tuesday at 6:30 at CBC and will
then play in the Webster Groves
Tournament next Thursday
through Saturday.
“It’s the same thing for
next week. We talked about
protecting the paint and game
rebounding because most times
we know we will be undersized
with whoever we play against,
but size in this case doesn’t matter. You still have to fight for
the rebounds. I’m not worried
about making shots and we did
a really good job of sharing the
basketball. It is going to be on
the tougher things (about basketball),” said Claggett.

Fall Sports Awards
XC
Lucas Rackers: All State, First Team All Sectional, First Team All-District,
First Team All-MCC
Noah Scott: All State, First Team All-District, First Team All-MCC
Adam Mittendorf: First Team All-District, Second Team All Sectional,
First Team All-MCC
Ryan Kramer: First Team All-District, Second Team All Sectional.
Joseph Callahan: Second Team All-Sectional, Second Team All-District,
First Team All-MCC
Grant Brawley: Second Team All Sectional, Second Team All-District,
First Team All-MCC
Peter Dillon: Second Team All-District, First Team All-MCC
Hayden Zenor: First Team All-MCC
Football
Anthony Bohannon: First Team All District, First Team All-MCC
Luke Schuermann: First Team All District, First Team All-MCC
Joe Lansing: Second Team All District, First Team All-MCC
Kellen Porter: Second Team All District, Second Team All-MCC
Brendan Hannah: First Team All-MCC
Isaac Thompson: First Team All-MCC
Britt Nelson: Second Team All-MCC
Kyle Dulick: Second Team All-MCC
Tyler Ridgeway: Second Team All-MCC
Dashiell Wuller: MCC All Conference Honorable Mention
Trent Weaver: MCC All Conference Honorable Mention
Zak Stevenson: MCC All Conference Honorable Mention
Aidan Lundergan: MCC All Conference Honorable Mention
Luke Ratterman: MCC All Conference Honorable Mention
Justin Peacock: MCC All Conference Honorable Mention
Dan O’Keefe: MCC All Conference Honorable Mention
Dontavion Sullivan: MCC All Conference Honorable Mention
Phillip Bone: MCC All Conference Honorable Mention
Soccer
Charles Neuwirth: Second Team All State, All Region Team
Ethan Joly: Honorable Mention All State, All Region Team, First Team All MCC
All State Academic Team, First Team All MCC
Peter Herrmann: First Team All MCC
John Marshall: First Team All MCC
Tilahun Murphy: Second Team All MCC

fter taking November
to train and prepare for
their season, the St. Louis U.
High varsity wrestling team
began its season in a dual
meet with Hazelwood West
this Tuesday. They took the
victory with a score of 36-24,
making their record 1-0 to
start their 2019-2020 campaign.
“We spent all of November training and building our
skill sets to prepare for the
season,” said junior Will Coovert. “By the end of November we were all ready to start
our season and get out on the
mats.”
Since both SLUH and
Hazelwood West have smaller rosters, only four varsity
matches took place. Junior Logan Neumann (160 pounds),
and Leo Wagner (132), sophomore Jack Onder (146), and
senior captain Kevin Flack
(195) all wrestled for SLUH
in their first meet of the year.
Flack’s co-captain senior Auggie Lodholz and juniors Bobby Conroy and Will Coovert
had byes because Hazelwood
West did not have any wrestlers who matched weights.
“I was a little disappointed when I didn’t have a match,
but I just tried my best at
cheering on my teammates,”
said junior Bobby Conroy.
“I’m just happy that everyone
is competing. Just being there
and cheering them on gets
their morale going, and I just
want more supporters along
with teammates and family
there to help.”
Going in order of ascending weight, junior Leo Wagner, wrestling at 132, wrestled
first. The match jumped off to
a fast start, with his opponent
attacking constantly. Wagner, evading and slipping out
of takedowns, was down 8-3
when the first period ended.
The second round was a
long battle, with Hazelwood
West’s wrestler eventually almost setting Wagner up in a
deadly cradle, but he managed

to escape and eventually was
pushed out of bounds.
After pushing and fighting his way through the second period, Wagner remained
steady and continued to escape takedowns. But the escapes added up, and Wagner
was down 13-4 with just under two minutes in the third
period. After a sweep of the leg
and five seconds on his back,
Wagner was pinned with 1:31
left in the third period.
“It felt great to get back
into live competition for the
first time since last February.
I didn’t feel too worked up or
anxious and was able to keep
my composure, which is not
always the case for the first
match of the year,” said Wagner. “Although it didn’t go exactly the way I had hoped, I
know I learned from the loss,
which will be helpful in the
future.”
At 146, sophomore Jack
Onder wrestled in an exhibition match—a match that
doesn’t apply to ranking or
record for a varsity wrestler—against an opponent
six pounds heavier than him,
and had a great first showing
on the season. He started the
first period off using his speed
to his advantage to tire his
opponent out with two takedowns. After running up the
score, Onder waited to make
his final move. He went for the
cradle, and got the pin.
At 160, Neumann had a
dominant and quick win for
his first match of the season.
After wrestling JV last year
due to his mid-year transfer
to SLUH, Neumann went undefeated in JV, going 24-0. His
expectations for the season
have been set high, and he
hasn’t disappointed. Within
five minutes, Neumann used
his explosiveness and lateral
quickness to outmatch the
Hazelwood wrestler, pinning
his opponent with 1:03 left in
the first period.
“I’m really excited for my
next match against Windsor,”
said Neumann. “That will be
hard, they have a lot of good

guys in our classes.”
Senior and co-captain
Kevin Flack wrestled the final match of the day at 195
pounds. Flack fought hard
but lost, getting pinned with
7.1 seconds left in the second
period.
“It was alright, it definitely didn’t go the way I
wanted. I had a tough opponent, he went out last year
and made it to the last round
of Districts and almost qualified for State, so he was right
on the line,” said Flack. “Even
losing a match is better than
not having a match because
you’re wrestling and trying to
do something and get better.”
The dual meet featured a
great environment of support
and teamwork on the bench.
“Dual meets are fun because everybody is together,”
said Neumann. “If somebody
wins, it helps the whole team
win so it’s really great to wrestle in dual meets as opposed
to tournaments, where mostly
everything is individualized.”
After its first win, the
team looks to condition and
practice as much as possible
coming into its next two big
tournaments against Windsor
and Parkway South, Nahlik
looks to work on minor things
and feels that the team will be
prepared for those matches.
“We’re focusing on a couple of fixes, and we have three
days of competition ahead of
us this week so we’re going to
be playing a lot of matches,”
said Nahlik. “I think if we
can be moving our feet a little
bit faster from the start and
make sure we’re warming up
with the jump ropes, wins are
going to come our way this
weekend.”

Underclassman Briefs
JV Hockey(Blue)
12/1-Fox JV
SLUH		
0 3 1 4
Fox
0 0 0 0
Goals: Ben Winkleman (2)
JV Hockey(White)
12/1-Fort Zumwalt West
SLUH		
0 0 3 3
FZW		
2 0 0 2
Goals: John Browdy,
Jackson Liebrock, Peter Kutz

B Basketball (0-1) 28-32
12/3-McCluer
SLUH
7 6 7 8 28
McCluer
9 10 5 8 32
Stats: Jack Christanell (8 pts),
Nick Witcher (10 pts)
C Basketball(White)
12/4-Liberty/Timberland Tournament
SLUH		
5 6 8 11 29
Troy
4 3 7 8 22
Stats: Ken Klaid (6 pts, 8 blocks,
10 rebounds)

Wrestling Nightbeat
The SLUH Wrestling team participated in its first trimeet last night against Windsor and Oakville, featuring varsity wins from Bobby Conroy, Leo Wagner,
Logan Neumann, and Auggie Lodholz.
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Around the Hallways

Late Start
This past Wednesday was an
opportunity for students to
set their alarms back one hour
because of the late start for department meetings, which are
held the first Wednesday of
each month. Instead of homeroom starting at the customary 7:50, it was pushed back to
8:50. This hour late start also
had a trickle-down effect on
zero hour classes and morning Mass; both were pushed
back one hour. During the
department meetings before
school, Chris’ Cakes, courtesy of STUCO’s 12 Days of
Christmas, offered unlimited
pancakes, sausage, and orange
juice to students for just $5.

club hosted Vatican astronomer and astrophysicist Dr.
David Brown, S.J. He spoke
about the intersection of faith
and science while also giving
the audience a chance to ask
questions. Currently, Brown
is a member of the Vatican
Observatory where he works
on various aspects of stellar
evolution. Additionally, he is
the caretaker of the telescopes
of the Vatican Observatory in
Castel Gandolfo. Roughly 50
people—both students and
faculty—attended the talk.

IBL Activities
This week the Ignatian Business Leaders Club had two
meetings during Activity Period which talked about preMen for Life Speaker
vious and future events for
During Activity Period on the group. On Tuesday, the
Tuesday, the Men for Life students who attended the

Friday, December 6

Regular Schedule

Adopt-A-Family Drive
Advent Confessions
Timberland/Liberty Basketball Tournament (C-Team
White)
Patriot Wrestling Classic (JV/V)
Webster Groves Basketball Tournament (C-Team Blue)
7:00AM SLUH Community First Friday Mass
AP
Junior Class Mass
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
Lunch Special—Chicken Rings
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
9:20PM SLUH Varsity Ice Hockey vs Chaminade
Wall Street trip met in the Innovation Lab classroom and
talked about their experiences on the trip and what they
learned from the alumni they
met. On Thursday in room
M116, moderator Kevin Foy
held a video conference with
Nate Brugraff, ’11, who talked
about his work in London as
an equity analyst of European
stocks for Fidelity Investments. He also kicked off his

investment seminar series,
which will be a series of video
conferences in which he will
teach current students how to
analyze stocks.

Saturday, December 7

Varsity Rifle/Raider Classic
Father Son Bowling
8:00AM High School Placement Test
10:00AM Dance Dress Rehearsal
3:30PM JV1-1 Racquetball va Kirkwood
7:45PM JV Blue Ice Hockey vs Chaminade
9:15PM Varsity Ice Hockey vs Kirkwood

—compiled by Ben Klevorn Sunday, December 8
and Sam Tarter
8:00AM High School Placement Test

4:00PM Choir/Dance Concert
4:20PM Ice Hockey (B Team) vs Webster
9:15PM SLUH JV White Ice Hockey vs Seckman
Regular Schedule
Monday, December 9
Adopt-A-Family Wrapping
Freshman Service at McCormack House
AP
Shakespeare Competition
Snack—Cheese Sticks
Lunch Special—Spicy Chicken Bacon Cheese
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
4:30PM @ Northwest Basketball Tournament (B-Team)
Tuesday, December 10
Regular Schedule
Adopt-A-Family Wrapping
Freshman Service at McCormack House
AP
Junior Extra Credit
Snack—Cinnamon Rolls
Lunch Special—Shrimp Poppers
Vegetarian—Quesadilla
3:00PM Service at Soulard Shelter Using Currigan Room
4:00PM JV1-2 Racquetball vs CBC
6:00PM @ CBC Basketball (V)
6:00PM @ Northwest Basketball Tournament (B-Team)
9:00PM SLUH JV Blue Ice Hockey CS Vianney JV Black
Wednesday, December 11 Regular Schedule
Adopt-A-Family Wrapping
AP
Senior Project Missioning Ceremony
Snack—Chicken Bites
Lunch Special—Chinese
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
3:00PM Freshman Service at Garfield Place
4:30PM @ Northwest Basketball Tournament (B-Team)
5:00PM Wrestling (C/JV/V) vs St. Clair
7:00PM Band and Orchestra Concert

SLUHSERS: EPISODE TEN

Thursday, December 12

No Shave November
Senior Leo Moore (third
from right) won the STUCO NoShave November competition.
Because of his win, Moore was
awarded a full-sized grooming
care package from Five Dollar
Shave Club and bragging rights.
He was announced as the winner
on Monday at activity period in
front of a panel of judges.
Contestants from the No-Shave November Competition

AMDG

photo | @SLUHSTUCO

Regular Schedule

Adopt-A-Family Wrapping
Emergency Drills
AP
Snack—Pizza Sticks
Lunch Special—Papa John’s
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
3:30PM JV2-2 Racquetball va DeSmet
3:30PM Varsity 1 Racquetball va DeSmet
4:00PM Webster Groves Basketball Tournament (V) vs.
Staley
4:30PM @ Windsor Wrestling Tournament (C/JV)
4:30PM Basketball (C-Team Blue) vs Hazelwood Central
5:30PM @ Jackson Wrestling (V) vs Jackson/Poplar Bluff/
Mehlville
6:00PM Basketball (C-Team White) vs McCluer
Regular Schedule
Friday, December 13
Adopt-A-Family Delivery
AP
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Country Fried Steak, BBQ Rib, Steak
and Cheese
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
NHS Faculty Karaoke
8:25PM SLUH Varsity Ice Hockey vs. CBC
calendar | Carter Fortman
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