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Normingt0n Head shaving, candy grams: Kino
captures
Week combines fun, fundraising
regional
Poetry Out
Loud victory
BY Kyle McEnery
CORE STAFF		

S

enior Andrew Normington travelled to KIPP
Victory Academy yesterday
to compete in the regional
competition for Poetry Out
Loud, after winning St. Louis
U. High’s competition in December. Normington won
yesterday’s competition, and
will travel next to Jefferson
City for the state competition
during exam week.
This particular competition had fewer contestants
than SLUH’s contest, featuring a total of only five represented schools.
To prepare for regionals,
Normington watched several videos of past national
contenders and used what he
saw in the winners to build
his strategies.
“In addition to getting
poetry coaching from me, he
was coaching himself with
this material,” said Poetry

Junior Kevin Hickey answers a question at the “Are you smarter than a teacher?”
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BY Peter LaBarge and
Joey Knese
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

F

rom pizza to shaved
heads, Mission Week is
back at St. Louis U. High, this
time with the name of Kino
Week. With all activities bencontinued on page 4 efiting the Kino Border Initia-

tive, a Jesuit organization that
advocates for immigrants on
the Mexican-American border, students have had the
chance to enjoy themselves
and to make a difference in
the lives of immigrants.
The week opened up
on Monday with both dress

down opportunities and
the Amazing Race competition. As students walked into
school, they were greeted
by Director of Security Dan
Schulte’s warm smile, and a
team of STUCO members
collecting money from those

continued on page 4

Art Gallery showcases faculty creativty Gibbons,
BY Bob Devoll and
Joe Studt
CORE STAFF, STAFF

G

rading papers and tests
are not the only things
teachers do in their free
time. They also create art

that amazes students and
staff alike.
Hot on the heels of the
Art Department’s robot
show, a new art exhibit has
gone up in the gallery this
week that will remain until
Easter Break. Teachers sub-

mitted art for display that
ranged from digital art to
sculptures to knitted sweaters. After much hard work,
they are excited to showcase
their art to the rest of the St.
Louis U. High community.

S.J. to
profess
final vows
BY Nathan Rich and

continued on page 5 Jack Figge
REPORTERS

O

ne day shy of his 25th
year anniversary of entering the Society of Jesus, the
Rev. Ian Gibbons, S.J. will profess his final vows to the new
provincial of the United States
Central Southern Province,
the Rev. Tom Greene S.J., on
the first day of classes for the
2020-2021 school year, at the
Mass of the Holy Spirit.
The Jesuit formation
process is the longest of any
Catholic religious order and
the profession of final vows is
the culmination of a Jesuit’s
formation process. Following
many intensive years of
Spanish Teacher Magdalena Alvarado’s knitted sweaters.
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League for third year in a row,
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Jazz, fame, and crime:
Dauphin Players open
Chicago next week
BY Mitchell Booher and
Matt Friedrichs
CORE STAFF, STAFF		

T

he Dauphin Players of St.
Louis U. High will take
up the challenge of performing the satirical, gritty musical Chicago next week. Daily
rehearsals since their return
from break have everybody
involved, from assistant stage
managers to ensemble members, ready to put on a great
show.
The musical is in Prohibition-era Chicago, and
it pokes fun at corruption
in the criminal justice system and the idea of celebrity
criminals while loosely following the crime stories of
a real-life Chicago reporter.
The show tells the tale of two
rival celebrity murderesses,
seasoned star Velma and aspiring chorus girl Roxie, who
are incarcerated together in
the Cook County jail. Velma
tries to use her imprisonment
as a springboard for a flashy
showbiz comeback, but as
her plan gets underway, chaos
erupts.
In choosing the musical, Director Kathy Whitaker
hoped to feature a different
kind of narrative, one with a
fresh approach to the musical
theater genre than what has
been featured at SLUH in the
past few years while still having lessons that could be applied to our world today.
“It’s a very different
world than the world of Into
the Woods or West Side Story
or Mary Poppins, and we
love exploring very different
styles of musical theater,” said
Whitaker.
“We discussed some of
the parallels between this
world of the 1920’s and some
of the issues we still have in
2020, so that was an interesting dynamic for us to explore
as well,” said Dance Director
Simonie Anzalone.
The show was chosen
in part because of its creator,
Bob Fosse, a legend in the
world of theater who wrote,
choreographed, and first directed Chicago on Broadway
in 1975. Despite being internationally renowned, Fosse’s
unique style of musical the-
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Signing Day
The college search is over for
these 10 SLUH students who
are continuing their athletic and
academic careers at the collegiate
level. Page 6
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Basketball
SWISH! SLUH hits buzzer beater
against Vianney and beats Hazelwood West to go above .500.
Page 7

ater has been absent from
SLUH’s theater program for
nearly 20 years, and the directors sought to remedy that.
“We thought that this
would be such a different
piece for us because we’ve
never done Fosse here (with
this group of students),” said
Whitaker. “This show really is the quintessential ensemble show and we thought
we could get the dancers we
needed to do it this year, so it
seemed ideal for us.”
“Bob Fosse’s style is very
nuanced and very precise,”
said senior ensemble member Daniel Gatewood. “Every
moment has to be very well
done to look good, so keeping track of and nailing all of
those nuances has been really
challenging, but it’s been very
exciting to learn how to do
that.”
Another main reason for
choosing the musical was because of its emphasis on the
ensemble.
“Given the students we
knew were returning, we
knew we wanted to do a large
ensemble show, where the ensemble was as important as
any principal role,” said Anzalone. “We knew we had a lot
of dancers, and this is a large
dance show.”
The tempo of the musical, with many big song and
dance numbers throughout,
is a notable feature.
“The show moves very,
very fast, and there’s a lot of
song and dance that’s intertwined in it,” said Anzalone.
“Something that’s different
about this show is that much
of the story is told through
song, as opposed to dialogue.”
“The amount of showstopping ensemble numbers
is huge,” said senior Fitz
Cain, who is playing Amos,
the blindly loyal husband of
Roxie, one of the main characters. “The show just has so
much attitude. There’s a real
grit to it, and a real sassiness
at times.”
Cain, a seasoned veteran
of the Players, saw this character as an opportunity to
challenge himself.
“Playing Amos has defi

continued on page 4
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SLUH hosts High School Leadership Group conference
BY Carter J. Fortman and
Oliver Allen
CORE STAFF, REPORTER

T

he High School Leadership Group (HSLG)
of the Jesuits Central and
Southern Province hosted
their annual conference this
past weekend at St. Louis U.
High for the first time in six
years.
The conference is a meeting of Jesuit school administrators from 13 high schools
from all across the expansive
Central and Southern Province, which stretches from
Denver to Belize City, to talk
about subjects ranging from
diversity to the direction of
the schools to their traditions
to ways to improve.
The administration was
eager to host the conference
and show off SLUH and the
city of St. Louis.
“In many ways, all of
our schools are the same.
Students are similar, faculty
is similar, the mission statement is very similar, yet there
is a unique context to each
one,” said Principal Ian Gibbons, S.J. “(SLUH) is the oldest of the Jesuit high schools
in the province. … And also
some of our traditions of
liberal arts plus STEM, it’s
a very subtle combination
that we have, so being able to
show that with the tours and
the student panel and also
showcasing St. Louis.”
The conference began
with a Mass in the North
American Martyrs Chapel.
“A big shout out to Mr.
Joe Rankin, Mr. Rick Figge

and all the men and women in Environmental Services and Maintenance who
worked so hard to get the
renovations of the Ignatian
Conference
Room/North
American Martyr’s Chapel
completed in time and readied the school for our guests
arrival,” said President Alan
Carruthers in an email to the
Prep News.
Students led tours to
various areas around the
school including the theatre,
Innovation Lab, and Field
House.
The next day, the group
was given a presentation
from Provincial Fr. Ron Mercier, S.J. on the new provincial who will succeed him.
“It was with mixed feelings that we listened to Fr.
Ron Mercier S.J., our current Jesuit Provincial who
was both feeling under the
weather and speaking to us
as a group for the last time,”
said Carruthers. “Fr. Mercier
has done a ton of work at a
time of transition as the Missouri and New Orleans provinces combined, and he has
been a tremendous support
for myself and SLUH.”
Following a presentation
from St. Louis University on
1818 College Credit, theology teacher Michael Mohr, S.J.
led a prayerful examen.
One thing that has
grown exponentially since
SLUH last hosted six years
ago was the STEM and innovation atmosphere at SLUH.
Rather than going to faculty,
the administration decided

to have a student panel that
featured juniors Daniel Blittschau and Brendan Carr and
seniors Micah See, Luke Giunta, and PJ Butler, who discussed their personal experiences with the Innovation
Lab and STEM in general at
SLUH. The panel divided innovation into two areas: the
projects the presenters were
doing and the ways they are
impacting the community
(like the Clavius project).
“One way to showcase
(our innovation) was to
bring in the students,” said
Gibbons. “They were very
impressed with the guys, the
guys prepared well, each one
had their own focus. They
nailed it.”
“They were rockstars,”
said Walsh. “Everybody
loved them.”
One person that stuck
out was Carr, who discussed
the marimba he is building in
the Innovation Lab.
“Brendan Carr led off by
just the power and wonder
of innovation. He is potentially not a likely person to be
engaged in innovation; he’s
a musician and involved in
areas well outside of STEM,
but that is just a great story
to headline,” said Gibbons.
“Our visitors loved it. They
were very impressed.”
Overall, the conference
attendees were intrigued by
the professionalism that the
students showed at the panel.
“One of my friends, who
is a president at one of the
other schools, accused us of
hiring actors for the student

panel,” said Gibbons. “He
thought they were so good
and so poised.”
Another
interesting
piece came from the former
Director of Diversity and
Inclusion at De Smet, Dan
Lester, who led a simulation
to mirror the uncomfortable
experience of African American students when they walk
into a majority white school.
“It was really hard,” said
Walsh. “But it was kinda
cool.”
One goal that the administration had for the conference was to highlight the
things that make St. Louis
great. They did this by speaking about the history of the
Jesuits in the city and by taking the attendees out to dinner at Bellwether in Lafayette Square, a historic part of
town.
“We put a lot of thought
into what makes St. Louis
unique and how can we
showcase SLU High,” said
Gibbons.
Former President of
SLUH David Laughlin also
made an appearance. Laughlin is the President of Rockhurst in Kansas City.
“The best part was Mr.
Laughlin came back and
so it was really nice that he
came back,” said Walsh, who
worked with Laughlin for 12
years.
It required a lot of people to put the event on.
“The student leaders
were wonderful, giving up
Friday evening and Saturday afternoon, as were the

grounds crew that helped get
the site ready and helped us
with all the different needs
of the place and the IT folks
who helped with the technical aspects. Mrs. Hylla and
Food Service did a tremendous job and Mrs. Walsh was
just amazing,” said Gibbons.
“Mrs. Walsh, Ron Rebore our Provincial’s Assistant for Secondary Education (PASE), Fr. Gibbons
and Kathy Hyla from Food
Services did a wonderful job

organizing and executing the
event,” said Carruthers.
“SLU High is an awesome place and sometimes
you can best see that through
the eyes of others, to see
them seeing it and to feed
back to you the things they
are impressed with,” said
Gibbons. “One of the best
compliments they can give is
to say ‘we can really use that
idea or program back at our
school.’”

Weather Balloon
Science teacher Bill Anderson’s
Environmental STEM class launched its
second weather balloon of the school year
on Tuesday, and the eighth overall in St.
Louis U. High history. The weather balloon
was launched during Tuesday’s activity
period and landed at about 1:23 p.m. that
afternoon in St. Leon, Ind. near the Ohio
border. Anderson and IT Director Jonathan
Dickmann made the 4.5 hour trek to retrieve
the weather balloon. At its peak, the weather
balloon reached an altitude of 69,658 feet—
roughly two times as high as a commercial
airplane.
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Jacinta Florence speaks to Men For Life about the complexities of abortion
BY Nick Campbell and
Jacob Sprock
REPORTERS

O

ver 20 members of the
Men for Life club filed
into room 215C during activity period on Tuesday to hear
Jacinta Florence discuss the
science and philosophy behind abortion and the ways
in which students can argue
effectively for the pro-life position.
As a pro-life woman and
head of Students for Life in
Missouri and Arkansas, Florence travels from school to
school to convince students
of the importance of rights
for the unborn and the role
that young people play in
protecting those rights. In
her presentation on Tuesday,
she explained that contemporary culture is full of death
due to a lack of empathy for
the unborn.
Florence’s method of
enacting change involves
the use of apologetics and
biogenesis to convince prochoice people to consider
the life of the unborn as not
only alive and human, but as
a person who needs help and
protection in their journey to
birth.
Florence stressed how
important it is to treat prochoice people with respect.
“Being pro-life means
that we want to love and re-

spect everybody, from the
point of conception to the
moment of death,” said Florence.
However, there is often
pushback against pro-life
individuals, especially in
the colleges where she often
presents.
“In a world that claims
that we should be tolerant of
others’ beliefs, I believe that
people are intolerant of ours,”
said Florence.
According to Florence,
listening, clarifying objectives through questions, finding common ground, and being nice are all vital steps in
debating abortion issues as
well as any other issue.
“Too often, in the prolife world, people are very
good at their arguments, but
they’re really terrible at addressing their opponents,”
said English teacher David
Callon. “If I’m a pro-choice
person, I feel really threatened by these arguments too,
and you’re saying that my decisions don’t matter as much
as the life of this thing in me
that might be, like, a centimeter, an inch.”
Callon explained that
making demanding statements in a conversation
doesn’t change the other person’s mind since most people
are naturally defensive.
“Allowing people to get

there on their own is the
greatest way to convince
people,” Callon said. “In his
autobiography,
Benjamin
Franklin says that the best
way to convince people to
consider your position is to
just keep your mouth shut
to listen and ask questions.
Then, once you’ve gotten all
the facts, say things like, ‘It
seems to me, and I could be
wrong, that if you approach it
like this’”
To Callon, talking in this
manner respects the ideas of
both individuals and offers a
safer atmosphere to express
ideas.
After explaining the
various types of abortions,
including vacuum, dialation
and evacuation, and induction, Florence addressed the
question of a fetus’s life status, laying out different ways
of approaching the issue
through extensive thought
and contemplation.
“Life in the womb is
unique and unrepeatable,”
said Florence. “Just because
the baby is 6 inches as a result
of having to fit in a womb,
does that make it less human? We’re all dependent in
one way or another. It’s just
different based on your level
of development.”
She talked extensively
on S.L.E.D., an acronym used
to fight abortion by pointing

out the rapid change in the
Size of the fetus, the Level of
development, the Environment in which they live, and
the Degree of dependency.
“I wish that everyone
from SLUH could have memorized that word S.L.E.D. as
an acronym for how to engage in conversation about a
really complex moral topic,”
said Callon.
Florence concluded her
presentation with biogenesis,
the idea that people, not just
masses of cells, are born from
other people.
“If it has human parents,
isn’t it human?” said Florence. “The only thing we have
in common is our humanity.”
She pointed out that, in
the past, people have been
deprived of rights, and they
needed the help of others to
gain those rights.
Callon
noted
that,
though Florence did an excellent job of detailing how
to address the rights of the fetus, people outside of the college settings in which Florence specializes tend to focus
on the rights of the mother.
“With the people I talk
to about abortion, those
aren’t their concerns,” said
Callon. “It literally keeps me
up some nights thinking,
gosh, I’m the moderator of a
group of boys dedicated, in
large part, to making abor-

tion unthinkable, and none
of us are going to ever have
an abortion.”
Callon explained how
the mission of the Men for
Life Club is to form boys into
men who are understanding
and loving.
“I think part of being a
man is reading and being informed and being someone
that others can look to to say,
‘Hey, can I get your perspective on this?’” said Callon.
To Florence, speaking
about abortion is not only
necessary to become better
people but conducive to a

better society.
“I’m big on educating
people on abortion because
if we aren’t talking about
the reality of it, then people
just sweep it under the rug
and think that abortion is
normal,” Florence said. “As a
woman myself, I am able to
speak out against the lie and
help others to understand
why (abortion) is a message
of false empowerment. I
think we should be involved
on a local level and that we
should be focused on getting
the Saint Louis Planned Parenthood shut down.”

Jacinta Florence speaking to the Men for Life Club.
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Students take on TikTok, find fun and followings on the platform
BY Johno Jackson and
Nicholas Dalaviras

EDITOR IN CHIEF, NEWS EDITOR

V

irality’s
unexpected
touch—once reserved for
the random, embarrassed, or
extremely touching—enters
a new age of possibility in the
emerging social media platform TikTok. Some TikTokers
are mere students at St. Louis
U. High. Online, they’re resident A-listers.
Many students have
flocked to the app, which is tailor made for short, witty clips
like those thrown together by
teenagers, and a lucky few have
found themselves reaching the
status of local celebrity.
TikTok broke into the
mainstream last summer after
its attention-grabbing breakthrough overseas. Formerly
Musical.ly, the app was rebranded to appeal to a wider
audience as Musical.ly’s popularity waned. Upon rebirth
as TikTok, the social media
platform became an overnight
sensation.
The barriers to internet
fame—like needing to amass a
significant following—are destroyed by the platform which
places a premium on homemade video content. Complete
with automatic play and infinite scroll, TikTok is the user
friendly video-only app dominated by teens and fueled by a
powerful “for you” algorithm.
That and the hope of becoming a breakout star.
Among those grabbing
a slice of the limelight are the
Manalang twins. Gabe and

Max, the seniors known at
SLUH for being a state-winning diving duo, have taken
their dynamism to the platform on a jointly run account.
“I feel like people on the
internet like twins,” said Gabe.
“So we decided to do a joint
account.”
Most of their videos get
around 2,000 views. Their
most popular video has 1.9
million.
“What’s funny about
(the most viewed) one is that
I barely put any effort into
it,” said Gabe, who made the
video on his own. “There’s
this song called 3 Nights, and
there’s this one part where I
thought that the guy that sang
it sounded like Marty from
Madagascar. So I just made a
video that put that out there,
and I guess everyone thought
the same thing, so it just kinda
blew up.”
Their profile includes diving videos, a friend’s pet turtle
Big Mac, and their take on a
viral dance challenge featuring
their dad.
Senior Juan Hernandez,
a self-declared “TikTok latecomer,” had a similar experience with the app. He joined
after watching friends enjoy
creating content and watching views climb in the hopes of
taking off.
“I knew a lot of my friends
had been trying to get a video
to take off, and it was pretty
cool to finally get one on the
‘for you’ page,” said Hernandez. “I did it to see if I could
(go viral), and it’s also fun to

make videos with a bunch of
friends.”
But of his friends, it was
Hernandez who found the
most success. Although he
doesn’t have many videos on
his account, the few he has
posted have all gained massive
traction. After posting three
videos in a row that garnered
more than a quarter of a million views each, Hernandez
gained a following of roughly
14,000 followers.
Unlike other viral SLUH
students, junior Jack Rudder’s
social media success story
started right in the halls of
SLUH in room 216C, where,
almost a month ago to the day,
Rudder created a TikTok video
of him pointing at the air (with
text edited in after the fact)
that would be the jumpstart to
an account that has amassed
more than 11,000 followers in
its first month and continues
to grow daily.
@stlouishypehouse now
has eleven high school contributors and is fast approaching 100,000 likes across all the
account’s videos. While Rudder’s social media establishment began as a funny idea to
fill what he saw as a gap in the
St. Louis high school TikTok
market, it is officially a force
that cannot be ignored.
Rudder’s squad is knockoff of a TikTok-famous group
called “The Hype House” (a
group of Los Angeles teenagers and young adults who own
an actual house together). The
St. Louis Hype House has assembled students from high

schools all across the St. Louis
area, and while the students
making content for the account do not share a mansion,
each member has combined
their different styles to create diverse content under one
name. The account keeps up
with the current trends, posting both comedy and dance
videos often with a St. Louis
high school twist.
Even though Rudder
doesn’t take TikTok very seriously, he’s still proud the miniempire caught fire so quickly.
His involvement with the app
has not only made local celebrities of the other high school
creators attached the account,
but Rudder personally has also
experienced recognition by
fans while just going about his
day in public.
“I was at a wrestling meet
with friends, and one of the
team managers said he recognized me from TikTok,” said
Rudder. “Also, I’ve been at parties and people have asked to
take selfies with me to put on
their (Snapchat) stories. It’s
pretty funny, and it happens a
decent amount actually.”
Another member of the
growing St. Louis Hype House
that has found success on his
personal account is sophomore Dennis McDaniel. McDaniel is laid back in his approach to content and is just
trying to make content that
both he and his friends think
is funny.
When asked about why
he started making TikToks, his
response was simple.

“I don’t know. It’s fun. It’s
new. It’s easy,” said McDaniel. “It’s funny because I don’t
take it too seriously, but a lot of
people do.”
McDaniel uses his outgoing personality and quick
sense of humor to entertain
his audience. His ability to find
humor in his everyday life has
become the source of some of
his most popular content; the
video that McDaniel says he
is most recognized for is one
where he and a co-worker,
donned in their work uniforms, joke about their jobs as
Waterway employees.
“That was the one that
everyone saw in St. Louis,”
said McDaniel. “Like at the
mall, one girl came up to me

3

and was like, ‘oh, you’re the
kid that works at Waterway!’ I
just didn’t think a lot of people
would see it. I was just making funny stuff to show to my
friends.”
Like many of the app’s
most popular trends, no one
can be sure how long TikTok’s
moment in the spotlight will
last. Its moment as the hot, new
platform in the social media
world could be as brief as the
virality of the ‘famous relative
check,’ or its influence could be
as impactful as the long-living
‘Renegade’ dance. What can
be said for sure though is that
TikTok has already made an
impact, and the app continues
to blaze a new path for shortform video content.

art | Nick Koenig

Valentine’s Day: Kim and John Walsh’s workplace love story
BY Sam Tarter
CORE STAFF		

B

efore falling in love,
Secretary to the President Kim Walsh and Member of Security John Walsh
kept in touch while staying
just a walk away from each
other. Now, after 23 years of
marriage, they are still just a
walk away from each other
in the walkways of St. Louis
U. High.
“John and I were neighbors who had both been
married before and then recently both became on our
own,” said Kim Walsh. “My
kids would go over and sell
Girl Scout cookies and play
soccer with him, or bring
over the occasional homecooked meal.”
While he was recovering from an eye surgery that
left him temporarily blind,
John was welcomed to stay
with Kim and her children
while he recovered. Over
the course of his recovery,
the two became closer, and
their close friendship became something more.
“We dated for about a
year, and then it got a little
more serious. Eventually we
got married in December
where my daughter was the
maid of honor,” said Kim
Walsh. “We’ve been together
for 23 years, and it’s been
wonderful.”
A few years into their
marriage, Kim was asked to
interview for a position at

SLUH. Telling her husband
the welcome news, John
was ecstatic, as he remembered that both his grandfather and father attended
SLUH. John encouraged
Kim to take up the opportunity. After getting the job,
PE teacher Patrick Zarrick
asked John to help coach
soccer games.
Two years before he retired from his first job, John
started working at SLUH
part time. Over the course of
his time here he got to know
many SLUH alumni who all
were in the same graduating class as his father, 1954:
director Joe Schulte, Fr. Michael Marchlewski, S.J., and
then-principal Robert Bannister.
“It was almost like fate.
I would’ve never imagined
I got to work with someone
in the same class as my father,” said Mr. Walsh. “(Fr.
Tom Cummings, S.J. ’56) offered for me to come work
for SLUH, and in the end, I
decided it was an honor to
work with the Jesuits.”
Despite Kim having
worked at SLUH for 15
years and John for 10, the
two rarely interact during the day. Occasionally,
Kim Walsh does call up
her husband to order lunch
for them to share together.
“We never see each
other, unless she needs me
to serve her,” John Walsh
joked.

Despite sharing the
same commute from home
to work, the couple does
not carpool together due to
working schedules and driving preferences.
“We tried to carpool
one time, but I couldn’t do
it, because he drives too
slow,” Kim Walsh jokingly
confessed.
Despite the separation
from work schedules and
departments, the couple
does find the connection
between security and the
President’s office beneficial.
“On a daily basis I get
about a hundred different
people come in, which is
why it’s so exciting and useful that Kim works for the
president,” said John Walsh.
“One advancement that
comes from this is that up
in the President’s Office, we
can let John know if there
is a big benefactor coming
so he can save them a spot,”
said Kim Walsh. “My husband really is the hub of visitors, and the communication really comes in handy.”
Having recently become grandparents to twin
girls, the Walshes are anxious to get off work and help
raise their grandchildren.
“We are really blessed
to help take care of those
girls once we get off work,”
said Kim Walsh. “More than
blessed,” John Walsh added.
While being so close
but so far away has its ups

and downs for the Walshes,
they are both very happy to
share such an important and
essential part of their everyday lives.

Kim and John Walsh.

“We get to enjoy Mass amazing place,” said Kim
together and enjoy the mu- Walsh. “It all comes full
sicals together at night, and circle.”
we feel blessed that we both
get to work at the same,
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Kino Week concludes today with head shaving; Chicago begins fourproceeds to benefit Kino Border Initiative
day run next week
(continued from page 1)

who dressed down. If
they had chosen to dress
down, students could either
pay $3 for each day they
dressed down or $10 for the
entire week.
During activity period,
five teams of students took
to the Amazing Race course,
competing to be the first to
find all of the clues designed
by junior co-class president
Jack Rosenstengel. After a
long battle, juniors Nick Storer and Sam Ruyle came away
as winners in a tiebreaker.
“It was a great kickoff
and start to Kino Week,” said
senior class president Ben
Thomas, who helped run
the event. “One of the great
things about the scavenger
hunt/Amazing Race is that
no matter how much money
we made through the activity, what mattered most is the
awareness we pushed forward
and the people we were helping.”
On Tuesday, STUCO visited homerooms throughout
the school, delivering candygrams to many students. In
addition to students receiving
candygrams, they also had the
opportunity to send messages
to their valentines at lunch.
“I was really grateful to
write candygrams because I
am not very good at talking to
girls,” said senior Colin Floretta.
With around 350 candygrams sold, SLUH brought in
around $175 for Kino Week.
“I think candygrams
were a great way to raise some
extra money for Kino Week
while also connecting SLUH
with other St. Louis schools,”
said STUCO spirit leader
Ethan Joly, who helped run
the candygrams.
Starting Tuesday, and
going through the rest of the
week, STUCO sold raffle tickets during lunch for an array of prizes, including retro
SLUH jerseys, a faculty parking spot for a week, and many

more.
On Wednesday, students
from each class battled against
each other in “Are You Smarter Than a Teacher,” while
math teacher Frank Corley
and physics teacher Teresa
Corley were the teacher competitors. Students buzzed in
to respond to questions about
SLUH, Kino, and sports. After a tiebreaker, the seniors
emerged as champions.
“Going against the faculty added an extra element of

dents, Anderson blew away
the crowd with a memorized
rap and took first place.
“It was fun to perform in
the battle, especially because
it would raise money for Kino
Week,” said Anderson. “I personally love performing my
music, and to have this unique
platform in front of the whole
school was awesome.”
Today, Kino Week will
wrap up with head shaving
and a pizza and soda lunch.
During activity period, all of

Frank and Theresa Corley at “Are you smarter than a teacher?”

competition, even against the
insurmountable challenge of
outsmarting the Corleys,” said
junior Kevin Hickey. “Overall I was glad to have participated.”
On Thursday, the 8 Mile
took place in the Commons
between freshman Keller Anderson, junior Carter Fortman, and senior Kam Moses.
Each of them went up to the
stage to perform their already
written raps in front of students.
“It was a great experience
to go up there and rap in front
of everybody,” said Moses. “I
wasn’t even on the original
group of people to perform
and it was awesome to just go
up there and do something I
have been doing for so long
and working on.”
Despite strong performances from the other stu-

the students whose money
level has been met will have
their heads shaved.
“When I had my head
shaved sophomore year for
Mission Week, I really felt like
I made a difference,” said senior Thomas Reilly. “I encourage everyone to donate their
money to support Kino Week
for the head-shaving and go
down to the Commons to
watch it.”
During lunch, students
can buy two pieces of gourmet Papa John’s pizza and a
cup of thirst-quenching soda
for only $5, with all proceeds
supporting Kino Week.
“I am happy that I can
both make a difference and sit
back and enjoy a warm slice
while chatting about vibrational motion with my pals,”
said junior Alex Unseth.
So far, Kino Week has

brought in a lot of money
for the Kino Border Initiative. The final total will be
announced sometime next
week.
“At this point of the
week, we are outpacing our
goal,” said STUCO president
PJ Butler. “I think that is a
testament to the generosity
of the student body, and I am
excited to see what we can do
tomorrow in our final day.”
Additionally,
STUCO
is pleased with how students
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have responded to the theme
of the week and are hopeful
for a strong conclusion.
“By drawing the competitive aspect of the week, people
are drawing much more out of
the theme of Kino Week,” said
STUCO co-moderator Bradley Mueller. “Because of this,
students are donating money
more for the cause than a
competition, which is much
more impressive.”
Mueller also praised the
time and effort STUCO has
put into this week.
“I think STUCO deserves a lot of praise for putting on this week,” said Mueller. “It is not an easy task, and
they did a great job at helping
to direct the student body towards the object of the week,
raising money for the Kino
Border Initiative.”

Normington prepares for State Poetry Out
Loud competition after regional victory
(continued from page 1)

Out Loud moderator Chuck
Hussung.
Normington performed
three separate poems for
the competition, the first of
which was “The Idler” by Alice Moore Dunbar Nelson.
“It’s about this character
who lives this life of luxury,
of dreaming, of relaxation
and what society would deem
as sloth, as a sin, and the
poem sort of turns it around
onto the audience and says,
‘are you sure?’ Because everybody dies and at the end
of your life, he’s going to die
with a smile on his face and
you’re going to die stressed
and worked,” said Normington. “So what difference does
it make, because we’re all going down.”
Next, Normington performed “Knucks” by Carl
Sandburg, a poem about a lo-

cal store selling a pair of brass
knuckles in Illinois.
“Lincoln was this man
of charity to all and malice
to none, and there are these
brass knuckles in a store,”
said Normington. “In the
poem it says, ‘I sell carload
a month of these.’ In a town
where they honor Lincoln,
how could they live like that
if they’re buying brass knuckles?”
Normington’s third and
final poem spoken on stage
was “Night Piece” by Ben Belitt.
“It is one of the most
confusing poems I have ever
read,” said Normington. “It’s
sort of an argument, sort of
a narration of this star that
essentially has this negative
connotation of darkness and
evil, when in reality it is to
the benefit of people. It was
kind of complicated. It turns

it around again. It’s an argument for the star that even
though it has this darkness, it
really is beautiful.”
While “Night Piece”
is indeed an outstandingly
beautiful piece of poetry,
Normington selected this
poem to present for a personal reason.
“I chose ‘Night Piece’
because I just like it,” said
Normington. “Because I like
the night skyline and I was
like ‘Oh, a poem about the
night and the stars.’ I thought
that would be really cool, and
I chose it and then I started
to go into it and thought I
might have made a mistake,
but it was good.”
Hussung
said
that
Normington has several
strengths that led him to victory.
“He has a rich and beautiful voice, and he uses that

to good effect, but he is hard
working, conscientious, intelligent,” said Hussung. “You
can tell the person speaking
to you has gotten to know
this poem and that he’s not
reciting words because he’s
memorized them in order.
He is standing between this
written text and the audience, and he is bringing those
words to life for us.”
“When I was reciting
them, I couldn’t tell what was
happening because I was sort
of in a trance of ‘I’m saying
the poem and I’m hoping I’m
saying them the way I want to
say them,’” said Normington.
Next, Normington will
travel to Jefferson City to
complete in the state competition during the quarter
exam week.
—Ben Klevorn contributing
reporting

(continued from page 1)

nitely been a challenge
for me because it’s just been
a totally different energy and
body language and everything,” said Cain. “It’s taken
a lot of fighting my instincts,
but it’s been really rewarding
to do something out of my
comfort zone and also just
connect with the character.”
Junior Alex Bollini plays
Billy, a sleazy attorney hired
to defend Roxie and Velma.
“Billy is, as Mrs. Whittaker would say, a chameleon.
He molds into every situation to seem like the perfect
person for that situation,” said
Bollini. “Playing a straightforward confident guy is not
what I’m used to, so I think
there’s a lot of work to do with
that. A lot of time and energy
goes into the character.”
With such a heavy emphasis on the ensemble, it was
important for cast members
to connect with characters
that were not all that similar
to themselves.
“The most challenging
part is that we’re trying to
tell a story that is in a very
different setting than our
own world, with people who
are very different from how
we are,” said senior narrator
and ensemble member Sirius
Song. “It’s a corrupt, grownup world that requires us to
add a lot of roughness, but it’s

also one of the most fun parts
of it.”
One unique challenge
the Dauphin Players needed
to overcome this year was also
a gift, in the form of a new
addition to the community.
Conductor and Music Director Addie Akin recently delivered her first child, but as
they often say in the Schulte
Theater, the show must go on.
Akin has been preparing for
her absence since the summer, learning the soundtrack
early, creating tracks of the
music for the cast to use, and
lining up her stand-in conductor, Kathleen Pottinger,
the theater director and choir
teacher at Cor Jesu Academy.
“We are so lucky to have
Mrs. Kathleen Pottinger, Mr.
Pottinger’s wife, who has been
coming to rehearsal for the
past two weeks, and starting
today, she is taking over music direction,” said Anzalone.
“She will be conducting the
show as well. While we miss
Mrs. Akin, we are in a very
comfortable spot.”
Chicago opens next
Thursday, Feb. 20, and runs
through Sunday, with the first
three shows at 7:30 and Sunday’s matinee performance at
2:30. Tickets can be reserved
by emailing boxoffice@sluh.
org or by stopping by the box
office next week during activity period or after school.

Gibbons excited to
profess final vows
(continued from page 1)

study, service, and teaching, a Jesuit professes his final
vows of chastity, poverty, and
obedience to the pope—a vow
unique to Jesuits—officially
ending his formation process. Only Jesuits who have
professed these final vows are
eligible for promotions in the
order.
“It is kind of like taking
that last step, there is a certain
aspect of completion,” said
Gibbons. “There is a certain
aspect of being able to look
back on my life and my Jesuit
professional and spiritual life
and to say that this is an important capstone for me.”
The process for final vows
begins with tertianship, a process where Jesuits go back to
their roots in the novitiate, reexamine the life of St. Ignatius,
and participate in several long
retreats, the most notable of
which is a 30-day silent retreat
based on the experiences of St.
Ignatius. The goal of tertianship is to allow Jesuits to reflect
on their vocation and examine
how successful they have been
at living it out.
“It’s trying to renew the
vigor of our first vocation,
when we took first vows,” said
the Rev. Paul Sheridan, S.J.,
who, like Gibbons, has been
through the tertianship process. “It allows us to lead a
prayerful life for a year.”
For Gibbons, this reflection led him to remember the
ways that the Society of Jesus
has impacted his life.
“One of the piv-

otal experiences for me has
been the apostolic work,” said
Gibbons. “I find that the most
impactful time of younger
people’s life is the 14-to-18
year-old window … and in my
16 years of working in high
schools that has been punctuated in all of my different experiences.”
The tertianship period
also allows Jesuits to bond and
share their personal and prayer
lives publicly with their peers.
“(Tertianship is) a very
rich experience. It can be
hard… but when you go back
out again (from the experience) you have more energy
and a sense of holiness so you
can engage in the apostolates
with a deeper commitment,”
said Sheridan.
Not only is this event
an important milestone for
Gibbons, but it is also an important part in the history of
St. Louis U. High. Very rarely
does a Jesuit profess his final
vows at a public event; usually
it occurs at a Jesuit gathering
or at an ordination ceremony.
For SLUH, this will be the first
time in recent history where
one of SLUH’s Jesuits will profess his final vows in front of
the whole school community.
“To be able to celebrate
that with the SLUH high community, with my family, with
my friends, all of those pieces
are really important,” said Gibbons. “To have an opportunity
to learn and to see the capstone piece of Jesuit formation
is something that is very rare
to happen in a high school.”
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Faculty and staff art show displays personal passion projects in a
variety of artistic mediums
(continued from page 1)

“I wanted to be part of
it because I thought it would
be a great honor to show my
artwork alongside that of my
colleagues,” said art teacher
Sean Powers.
The last time that teachers had an art exhibit dedicated to their personal work was
in 1993, when the Art Department was where the present-day science classrooms
are, and art shows took place

in the library.
“It’s a really different
feeling from that time,” said
art teacher Sarah Rebholz.
This show has been in
the minds of Rebholz and art
teacher Joan Bugnitz, but as
other opportunities for shows
came along, the faculty show
was pushed down the line.
During the faculty retreat, English teacher Jennifer Carroll gave a talk about
the history of her quilt mak-

Faculty art in the gallery.

ACROSS
1. Often-canned fish
5. Mayonnaise with garlic
10. ___ Ventress, padawan of
Count Dooku
12. Famous butler
13. Briefly, right hand man of
an American political figure
*15. With 24-across, subject
of an article on page 2
17. U.S. company that reports
energy statistics, abbr.
18. Like Sullivan and Asner
19. Popular Christmas decoration
20. Deadly
22. Like bullet or carpenter
23. Luxury watercraft
*24. One of the reporters for
15-across
29. Briefly, an agitated response to an obvious statement
31. Alternate spelling of a
pocket appliance
32. Slang for “the gentleman
has exited”
33. The better version of
Mountain Dew
34. What a biblical figure does
to their garments
36. A baseball ref that’s all
mixed up?
37. Class under Mr. Hannick
39. A pupil follows wherever
it goes?
40. Sign of life
42. The chocolate chip prophet
43. Briefly, original rival of
Mario
*44. With 24-down, subject of
an article on page 4
47. Friends of a cranny
49. Pokemon professor
50. “Now you ____,” 2013
magic thriller
51. How one might describe
SLUH students on the due
date of a research paper
54. Federal Moderators of
recreational and edible substances

ing with her mother and aunt
while also describing her history of her skill advancement
in college.
“The women in my life
passed on their wisdom,
while also passing on these
skills that you can do with
your hands,” said Carroll.
The history of her work
and the magnitude of her
dedication to her art helped
inspire this show.
“I think that (she) played

a role in the desire to include
more of the faculty and staff
in the show,” said Rebholz.
The art show is an open
window into the personal
lives of many of SLUH’s
unique faculty and staff.
Many teachers’ works are
rooted in something more
personal than simply doing
art for art’s sake. Some created their art for their expanding families or as part of
a tradition.
Assistant Advancement
Chair Connie Leinauer contributed some of her personal
quilts to the art show this
year. An avid seamstress for
over 40 years, Leinhauer began quilting to demonstrate
her love for her family.
“I started quilting at the
birth of my first granddaughter. Now I make a quilt for
every one of my grandkids,”
said Leinhauer. “I want my
grandkids, when I’m not
here, to look at that and remember me. … It’s something that I can leave to them
as a memory.”
Spanish teacher Magdalena Alvarado started her
artistic endeavors as a way to
save money and spend time.
“At the time I was living
photo | Miguel Cadiz

good because I think students, especially the younger
ones, have this vision that at
the end of the day we go into
this little box and unplug and
come out of the box the next
day kind of like a robot,” said
Alvarado. “This shows there
is more to our lives than the
classroom.”
“I think that making
anything is a very natural human need. It’s a response to
what’s going on in our lives,”
said Rebholz. “I really think
that it’s important to see the
humanity in their teachers and other staff members
around the building. They see
us everyday, and they only
see one side of us which is in
the classroom.”
“The responsibility is
both with the students and
faculty and staff,” said Powers. “On our part as the faculty and staff, we can do more
to share our interests and
physical creations … (and)
on the students’ part it’s to
summon up the courage to
engage the teachers on more
of a personal level.”

PN Puzzle

57. Like of Sciuto or Darwin
*58. Subject of an article on
page 5
60. Course at SLUH that requires the least amount of
credit
61. Paired with ‘dog’ on a
neighborhood sign
63. News or music medium
64. Errand of a halfwit
65. Early-internet frog
DOWN
1. Lacking ferocity
2. Most college textbooks
upon purchase
3. Grandmas
4. Briefly, an American auto
racer
5. 50 Cent’s “Just ___ Bit”
6. Uncertain
7. Mountain resource
8. French for ‘the’
9. Requirement of SLUH dress
code
*11. Prep News Editor in Chief
12. With ‘in’ or ‘out’
*13. A cool way 11-down
could have delivered his article
14. Friend
17. Old English letter
20. With logic
21. Sound one makes when
repulsed
22. Performed perfectly
23. Netflix show following a
stalker
*24. One of the reporters for
44-across
25. “___ with an E,” book and
2017 show
26. Synagogues
27. Popular cola brand
28. Infamous lover
30. Every one begins with ‘k’
31. Partner to Wilma
33. “I feel similarly!”
35. Volleyball attack
38. ___wondo
41. Precursor to a destroyer or
submarine
44. Greatest supporter

in France, knitting was something very popular in Europe.
… It was a really cheap way
for me to have nice clothes.
Everybody did it and I just
kind of thought, ‘sounds like
a good idea,’” said Alvarado.
Working at a Jesuit
school, many teachers also
feel this artistic extension
of themselves represents an
opportunity to enter into
a closer relationship with
themselves and God. Powers
often finds God through the
execution of his own artistic
pursuits.
“How do I find God? ... If
we understand God as a creator, a creator of the universe,
artists have a really honored
position in that they get to
like God be creators: engaging the intellect and the passions to create something
original, good and beautiful.
Like God, I am a creator,” said
Powers.
Teachers want to connect to students through this
art exhibit; it’s an opportunity
for students to see teachers
beyond the classroom and
move into deeper and more
personal relationships with
them.
“Having the exhibit is

5

Crossword | Jacob Sprock

45. Food
46. Ionizer
48. Briefly, an organization that
makes devices from component parts
50. Small equivalent of gulp
51. Blue and green color

52. Raft propellers
53. ___ Ventura, the pet detective
54. Type of basketball shot
55. A stylish watch, for example
56. Dip ___ in the water, test
58. Required number to tango

59. Thursday AP activity
61. Briefly, Gift givers that might be
worried today
62. Briefly, school for entrepreneurs

Despite disappointing hockey exit, seniors leave strong legacy Five
personal
back down to Enterprise. I’m
Julien Jensen
proud of how we did this year bests lead
and I wouldn’t have changed a
thing about the team,” said Ha- to highest
t. Louis U. High varsity
hockey’s quest for its third
zelton
Sstraight
The team struggled to score of
State Championship
consistently put the puck in the
came to an abrupt and shocknet. It wasn’t that the Jr. Bills season for
ing end in the first round of
were lacking in opportunities,
the Challenge Cup after three
disappointing games against
as they put a lot of shots on goal rifle team
each game, but they couldn’t
Priory, Vianney, and De Smet.
BY
STAFF

Despite the early exit, the Jr.
Bills finished third in the conference, due to a tiebreaker that
went to Vianney, with a 13-5-3
record.
“Seniors were devastated.
They wanted another month of
playing for SLUH. They had so
many terrific moments playing
for the school they love. They
didn’t want it to end,” said head
coach Jack Behan.
When this year’s seniors
graduate, it will mark the end
of one of the best four year runs
in SLUH hockey’s history, consisting of three straight State
Championship games, back
to back state titles, and four
straight Jesuit Cup victories.
“SLUH hockey is something I’m going to miss. The
two championships and four
Jesuit Cups just added on to
all of the fun. I made a lot of
friendships through the team
that I know will last for a long
time and a lot of memories that
I will never forget,” said senior
Jack Hazelton.
The team’s strongest attribute was a stellar defense that

Senior Patrick Simoncic fighting for the puck against De Smet.

was second best in the conference and allowed just 33 goals
on the season over the course
of 21 games. The defense was
led by senior goalie Cole Jansky
and Hazelton. Jansky faced 319
shots on goal this year, letting
a mere 28 slip past, good for a
.912 save percentage, fifth best
among starting goalies in the
Municipal Conference.
“This season was a lot of
fun for me being my first and
only year of being the starting
goalie. I had a blast throughout the year through the ups

and downs of the season playing alongside my brothers.
Although this season was not
what the team had hoped for, I
had a blast playing with all the
guys and growing closer to all
of them throughout these four
years,” said Jansky.
The foundation of SLUH’s
defense, Hazelton, was a defensive monster this year. It
seemed he was everywhere on
the ice, whether it was dishing out painful hits, deflecting
shots or stealing the puck. Hazelton also carried his defen-
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sive presence onto the offense.
Hazelton racked up 11 points
on the season with eight assists
and three goals, coming from
his bone-breaking slapshot that
won the state game last year.
“It was a tougher season
than years past. We didn’t really have any top name guys
like we had with Wagner and
Berger and all of them, but how
we did this year was amazing.
We didn’t really get much luck
with the puck like other teams
did but we never gave up and
we were all really wanting to go

capitalize on the numerous
chances they provided themselves. The problem reared its
ugly head in the first two round
robin games, which led to the
Jr. Bills’ early exit.
“It’s hard to score goals
when the lines are constantly
being changed every game because it’s hard to adapt to playing with new people in such
a short amount of time,” said
Beville.
Beville and senior captain
Patrick Simoncic led the team’s
attack, both putting up 10 goals
on the season and consistently
coming up in big moments
when the team needed it.
“It was a fun year, the best
for crowds in my four years,
and that we all wished it didn’t
have to end,” said Simoncic.
While the season didn’t
end the way the team wanted it
to, the seniors’ legacies remain
untarnished.
“Sad to see the seniors go
but the rest of us will have to
work hard to get back to Enterprise next year,” said junior
Matt Warnecke.

Ten seniors sign to continue their athletic and academic
careers at the collegiate level
BY Blake Obert and
Jimmy Stanley
SPORTS EDITORS

I

n St. Louis U. High’s class of
2020, ten seniors have proven
themselves enough on the field,
course, or pitch to continue
their athletic careers in college.
Last Thursday at SLUH’s annual
signing event, four students
signed to play baseball: Austin
Brush (University of Dayton),
Cadew Hohl (Purdue University), Ben Kennebeck (Mckendree
University), and Tony Lindwedel (University of Notre Dame).
Four signed for football: Sidq
Cherry (Washington University
in St. Louis), Joey Lansing (University of Dayton), Kellen Porter
(Missouri State University), and
Luke Schuermann (Johns Hopkins University). Senior Kristian
Malinich signed to play soccer
at DePaul University and Ray
Winter signed to play golf at Pomona College.
“I think it is one of my
(favorite events), for whatever
that is worth. It’s great to get to
celebrate student athletes who
have invested certainly four
years here—but obviously many
years prior—to setting foot on
this campus as a student and for
some the realization of a dream,”
said Athletic Director Chris
Muskopf. “For some taking advantage of an opportunity they
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Seniors at signing day.

may or may not have expected
to be made available to them but
ultimately ending in a combination that lets them get an education and still continue to do co
curricular activities that they are
passionate about.”
For Winter, the end of the
college selection process came
with a sigh of relief, even though
his school choice is the furthest
destination from St. Louis.

“I am glad to be done with
the whole college maze. I actually committed to Pomona verbally back in early October so I
have been done with the college
process for a long time,” said
Winter. “I only had to do one application and college interview
which was really nice.”
“I competed a lot outside
of SLUH. Missouri golf is not
the best nationally so I had

to compete in more national
tournaments to be considered
competitive for college golf. I
played in Gateway PGA, Hurricane Golf, MAGA, and AJGA
events. I have probably played
15 tournaments a summer since
the summer before the summer
before freshmen year. I have
competed in tournaments all
over the country from Maine to
Florida to California.”

For Malinich, signing was
a dream come true.
“It’s an experience I have
been waiting for since I was a
freshman and it’s really cool going up there in front of everyone
and having all of your friends
there watching you sign,” said
Malinich.
Lindwedel’s decision came
unexpectedly after he initially
committed to Tulane University, but he changed after Notre
Dame became a better option.
Notre Dame offered Lindwedel
a better opportunity for playing
time.
“The timing of Notre
Dame really made it one of my
last options with everything that
fell through with Tulane,” said
Lindwedel.
Muskopf finds the athletic
class of 2020 unique for its interesting combination of athletes.
“This day is typically a
heavy football time, but I think
the uniqueness to this year was
that we have four baseball players also (signing),” said Muskopf. “Then you have soccer and
golf and over the years we have
had a mix of a couple of sports,
which we did, but to have four
baseball and four football makes
it a unique group this year.”

BY Jack Rybak
REPORTER

T

he St. Louis U. High rifle
team had one of its most
competitive matches of the
year last weekend. Facing rival Montgomery Bell Academy at SLUH, the team fought
through all positions with
first place bouncing between
teams the whole weekend.
The first match was a 3
x 20, which are the type of
matches the team has been
shooting the majority of the
year. The lead varsity team
consisted of junior Ryan
Janson, sophomore Albert
Stix, sophomore Sam Quinlivan, and junior Ryan Pineda.
Janson led the team with a
570/600 and overall the team
scored 2250/2400, the highest
score for the season. The team
was, however, two points shy
of first place.
“It was the team’s best
match of the year so far,” said
head coach Will Bresnahan.
“Unfortunately a very strong
MBA team defeated SLUH in
one of the closest matches in
the past decade.”
The second match was a
40-shot all-standing match.
Junior Nick Storer had the
top score for SLUH with
a 572/600. The top team
consisted of Storer, Quinlivan, Stix and Janson. The
team shot a total score of
1462/1600 and lost by a mere
three points.
During the course of the
match, senior Miguel Cadiz,
junior Cole Stranczek, sophomore Grant Grabowski, and
Stix all achieved a new career
high.
According to the shooters, they are aware of what
went wrong and are ironing
out mistakes.
Next Thursday the team
will be playing Montgomery
Bell again, this time at their
home range in Nashville,
Tenn. for an exciting match
against a longtime rival.
“The team’s scores have
been on the rise the past few
weeks and I expect another
very close match against
MBA in Nashville next weekend,” said Bresnahan.
The team will shoot
two 60-shot matches over
the course of three days.
The matches will be held at
MBA’s state of the art, fully
electric range. The laser scoring is instantaneous, providing shooters and spectators
with a real time scoreboard
tracking the placement of the
shooters.
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Basketball wins Vianney’s annual Paint it Pink
SLUH wrestling
game on Kramer’s buzzer beater
prepares for
Districts,
wrestlers reflect on
T
preparation
February 14, 2020

BY Michael
CORE STAFF

Trower

ney offense. SLUH rallied in
the fourth quarter to set up
an epic finish, despite some
turnovers in the last minute.
“(In) the last minute
we put ourselves in a tough
situation with the turnovers
after playing well for most of
the quarter,” said Claggett.
In the waning seconds
and Vianney leading SLUH
60-58, SLUH inbounded the
ball, where it was initially
stolen by a Vianney defender
before it got stolen again by
Cooper. Cooper passed it to
Kramer in the corner, and
Kramer hit the shot right in
the defender’s face for the
game-winning buzzer-beater
and the 61-60 SLUH win.
“The biggest thing that
was overlooked was Freddie’s
awareness to go back and
steal the ball,” said Claggett.
“It wasn’t pretty but he got
the ball to Nick and it was a
great shot.”
Cooper led SLUH in
scoring with 21, while the
hero Kramer had 20, and se-

nior DeMarcus Bond tagged
on 11 points in support of
the win.
SLUH faced off against
Hazelwood West on Wednesday after a five-day break
from games. This is the first
of a four-game home stretch
over the next few weeks.
The Jr. Bills started off
slow offensively in the first
quarter, but still managed
to lead 13-8. The second
quarter was much sounder
offensively, but Hazelwood
managed to keep the margin
close as each team was shot
for shot, but SLUH kept the
lead 27-24 going into the
half.
“We started pretty good
and then let our guards down
for it to become a game,” said
Claggett. “(Hazelwood) is a
very athletic team, so it’s important that we don’t let our
guard down.”
SLUH started to get
some separation in the score,
leading by eight at the end of
the third quarter, 39-31.

he St. Louis U. High
varsity basketball team
gained some momentum this
week with two straight wins,
against MCC rival Vianney
and Hazelwood West. The
highlight of the week was
sophomore Nick Kramer’s
buzzer-beating three against
Vianney to propel SLUH
above .500.
At Vianney’s annual
Paint It Pink game last Friday, SLUH looked to bounce
back from its two game losing skid last week. The last
time these two teams faced
off, SLUH won in a very
competitive game, so the
hungry Vianney team was
eager to get back at the Jr.
Bills.
The first quarter started
smoothly, but a couple of
mistakes towards the end
helped Vianney to take the
lead. Vianney continued
their run and penetrated
SLUH’s defense with backdoor cuts. SLUH found
themselves down six going
into halftime, 33-27.
“We made some adjustments defensively because
our help side was slow and
our rotations were not where
they needed to be,” said head
coach Erwin Claggett. “The
topic at half was keeping
them out of the paint and
I think that was the biggest
thing.”
SLUH came out with
much more enthusiasm in
the third quarter thanks to
a surge from junior Freddie
Cooper. After three quarters,
the Jr. Bills trailed Vianney
47-44. It wasn’t smooth sailing in the fourth until SLUH
implemented their press,
which bothered the Vian- Junior Freddie Cooper defending a Hazelwood West guard.

Paint it Pink
@sluhbluecrew
Ok, so we got a GAME Friday
night:
Paint it Pink
@SLUHBasketball vs CBHS
@ 7:30.
It’s going to be an amazing
night of fundraising and
love-spreading. Pop out!

Scoring 17 in the fourth
quarter, SLUH took a firm
grip on the contest and
didn’t surrender any possibility that Hazelwood could
come back into the game.
SLUH won 56-47 and improved their record to 11-9
on the season.
The younger players
led the charge, including
Kramer with 26 points and
six rebounds, Cooper with
16 points and 10 rebounds,
and sophomore Jaden McClain with seven assists and
six rebounds and manning
the point guard position for
the offense.
“We did a really good
job at the free throw line. I
think that we were 17 for 20
at the line,” said Claggett. “I
liked how the guys were able
to keep their composure and
how our younger guys did.”
SLUH faces off against
CBC tonight at 7:30 for the
annual Paint It Pink game
in support of breast cancer
awareness.

BY Luke Altier
CORE STAFF

T

he SLUH wrestling team
has come a long way this
season and has reached the
point in the year where the individual work that each wrestler has put in will be put to the
test: the District Tournament,
which begins tonight at Francis
Howell Central, is the gateway
to the State Tournament, which
is the ultimate goal for SLUH’s
wrestlers each year.
“We have eight guys, and
I’m really loving the way they’re
wrestling right now,” said head
coach Robert Nahlik.
At the 126 pound weight
class, junior Will Coovert is going into Districts with a record
of 21-11. He will be participating in Districts for his first time
this year.
“I’ve just been drilling my
bread and butter shots, continuing to set up my strongest
shots,” said Coovert. “I feel like
I’ve gained the experience and
strength to compete well and
I’m excited to finally get out
there.”
Junior Leo Wagner (132)
is going into Districts with a
record of 23-18. His season has
shown continuous improvement, and this will be the second time he has participated
in the District Tournament for
SLUH.
“My main goal is to show
you, myself, and coaches the
work that I’ve put in this season,” said Wagner. “Regardless
of my record at Districts, I’m
confident that if I go in and
photo | Oliver Malone
compete to my fullest ability, I’ll
be satisfied coming out of the
weekend.”
Sophomore Jack Onder
(145), who has a record of 1911, will be suiting up for Districts fully recovered from his
neck injury.
B Basketball (8-8)
“My real goal for Districts
2/10-Fort Zumwalt South
is just to qualify for State, so I’m
SLUH
12 15 27
happy as long as I get top four,”
FZS
25 33 58
said Onder. “This whole year
has been a preparation for Districts, and I plan on just sticking
2/12-Hazelwood West
to the things I do best.”
SLUH
26 26 52
Junior Cam Perry (152) is
Hazelwood 25 21 46
going into Districts with a reJack Christanell: 14 pts
cord of 9-32 on the season.

Underclassman
Briefs

Oliver Floresca: 10 pts

Senior captain Auggie
Lodholz (160), whose record
is currently 27-14, is going into
Districts determined to prove
that he is prepared for State.
With this year being his last
chance at a state run, he plans
to leave it all on the mat.
“In my preparation for
Districts I have not really done
anything special but rather just
focused on getting the little
things right,” said Lodholz. “As a
senior leader I believe I have not
only been helping the younger
guys with healthy weight management but through tough
drilling, working to push the
pace and excel not only on but
off the mat. I hope to show the
guys that hard work pays off.”
As one of SLUH’s top
wrestlers this year, junior Logan
Neumann (170) has a record of
29-9 and high expectations.
“I expect what I have all
season; I want to go win Districts, then go see where I place
at State,” said Neumann. “This
tournament hasn’t crossed my
mind too much, I just want to
get to State. I’m sick of all my
friends going to state, and just
want to get there.”
SLUH’s top wrestler, junior Bobby Conroy (182), has a
record of 32-3 and has one goal:
to place well in State.
“I hope to place first in
Districts, but I can’t get ahead
of myself through the earlier rounds,” said Conroy.
“Throughout the whole season,
my goal has been to do well at
Districts and go on to State. It’s
still my goal, but it’s going to be
a challenging road to get where
I want to go.”
As the other senior and
co-captain in the lineup of
wrestlers going to Districts this
year, Kevin Flack has a record
of 34-11. As it is his last year, he
too will leave everything he has
on the mat and seeks nothing
other than a spot in the State
Tournament.
“I expect to at least qualify
and hopefully make it to the finals,” said Flack. “This is my last
time out and the culmination of
my four years of wrestling. This
would be our first qualifier in
five years. I just want to wrestle
my match and finish strong and

C Team Blue Basketball (13-6)
2/5-CBC
SLUH		
30
CBC		
45
C Team White B-ball (10-9)
2/5-CBC
SLUH
22 25 0 47
CBC
15 32 3 50
Garrett Shearer: 14 pts,
8 rebounds, 5 assists
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Chess beats Belleville East 24-6, stays undefeated
BY Ben Gremaud
REPORTER

T

he undefeated, division-leading St. Louis
U. High chess team faced
off against 5-1-1 Belleville
East on Wednesday. While
Belleville East has a strong
team and is SLUH’s closest
regular season competition
this year, the team was confident.
SLUH’s lineup looked
the same, with senior cocaptains Thomas Reilly
and Garrett Seal leading on
boards one and two, sophmore Robert Mize on board
three, senior Ben Gremaud
on board four, and Brody
Nester on board five.
Nester started SLUH
off well with an easy win on
board five.
“I trapped all of his
pieces in a small area, and
I ended up developing my

pieces this way. He allowed
me to win his knight when
he castled,” commented
Nester, who promoted a
pawn for checkmate.
Board three was the
next match to finish. Unfortunately, Mize was forced
to trade a rook for a bishop, and, despite going up
the exchange earlier in the
match, the position was not
in Mize’s favor, and he was
forced to accept a loss on
board three.
Gremaud’s game was
the next to end. Despite being forced into a line that
prevented Gremaud from
castling, Gremaud avoided
his opponent’s tactics to
find himself up material going into the endgame, forcing a resignation from his
opponent.
This left SLUH up 9-6,
needing a win on either

board one or two to clinch
a win and the first seed in
the playoffs. Although Seal’s
position was losing going
into the endgame, Seal’s opponent was under extreme
time pressure, and Seal took
advantage, forcing blunders
and eventually winning on
time. Reilly also finished off
his board one opponent.
“I knew my opponent
was going to be playing the
Caro Kann, so I studied
the two-knights variation.
He allowed me to double
up two pairs of his pawns,
which allowed me to take
it into a winning endgame
and then convert.” Reilly
explained.
This ended the match
in a 24-6 win for SLUH.
With their eighth win
of the season, the U. High
clinches the first seed in
their division for the play-

offs. Some of SLUH’s possible playoff competition
could include Ladue, Parkway West, or Vianney.
SLUH’s B-team played
two matches this week. On
Tuesday, they lost 26-4 in
a road match against Parkway West, but freshman Michael Baur grabbed a win on
board five with an excellent
endgame.
The B-team also played
a home match against Parkway South on Wednesday,
losing 19-11.
The varsity team will
play Alton at home next
week to make up the match
that was cancelled on the
snow day last Wednesday.
However, the team’s eyes are
on the upcoming playoffs.
In the words of Reilly,
“We’re coming for you, Ladue.”

Speech victorious at Interscholastic Speech
League Championship
BY Mike Gordon
STAFF			

W

ith the winter sports
season soon coming to a close, so too is
the Interscholastic Speech
League. The St. Louis U.
High speech team won the
final by accumulating over
300 points throughout the
entire season. This is the
third year in a row that the
Jr. Bills have won the league.
On Feb. 9, the team
took to the halls of Cor Jesu
Academy to take part in the
final meet of the year. The
team, consisting mostly of
seniors, played in the top
three in many categories,
which allowed them to accumulate points. Going into
the finals, the speech team
was up by a mere ten points,
and ended up beating its
closest competitor, St. Fran-

cis Borgia, by 12 points.
“(The team) did really
well in their final rounds.
There were a lot of them
that placed first in the room
of finals,” said moderator
Kathyrn Whitaker.
In Duet Improv, seniors Fitz Cain and Harrison Petty placed third. In
Poetry, junior Alex Bolini
placed first. In Extemporaneous speech, junior Carter
Fortman placed first while
senior and team co-captain
PJ Butler placed third. In
Storytelling, senior Andrew
Normington placed first.
In Original Oratory, Butler
took first. In Radio Broadcasting, Petty took second,
and in Prose, Normington
placed first while senior
and co-captain Daniel Gatewood took second place.
The team had high

hopes for this season and
the hard work paid off, even
though the Jr. Bills only won
by a slim margin.
“The fact that this year
it was so close was nerve
wracking. Borgia was just
better this year I guess. It
felt really good to win, especially by such a close margin,” said Gatewood.
Throughout the season,
Borgia and SLUH were essentially neck to neck with
each other. However, with
so many first place finishes
in the final, the team made
a final surge to get past Borgia.
“We had to fight tooth
and nail this year, that’s not
something we’ve had to do
in past,” said Butler. “But
Borgia was a really competitive team and it’s just nice to
have finally pulled away and

locked up the result we’ve
been hoping for all along.”
The team will have only
two returners next year, juniors Fortman and Bollini.
“We’ll have a young
team and it’ll be a rebuilding year,” said Whitaker,
who is planning on using
the next year to develop the
talent on the team. Her plan
is to look for new recruits
from the classes she teaches.
“Ms. Whitaker always
finds ways to recruit ideal
candidates and going into
this season I was a little nervous because we had a core
of guys from the Class of
2020. I have no doubt that
the guys who will be here
next year will be able to do
well,” said Butler.

Calendar
Friday, February 14

Regular Schedule
Mission Week
Valentine’s Day
Musical Tech Week
District Wrestling Tournament (V)
6:00PM vs CBC (B Basketball)
7:30PM vs CBC (V Basketball) - Paint It Pink Game

Saturday, February 15
Musical Tech Week
YLSL Diversity Summit
District Wrestling Tournament (V)

Sunday, February 16

Musical Tech Week
NIE UCS Province Retreat in KC

Monday, February 17

No Classes
Presidents Day
Musical Tech Week
9:00AM Mock Trial Scrimmage
6:30PM Varsity Rifle/Father 7 Son Rec Night
6:30PM Freshman Rifle/Father & Son Rec. Night

Tuesday, February 18

Regular Schedule
AP
NHS Meetings
Snack—Mini Taco
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
5:00PM Basketball (B-Team) vs Soldan’s (JV)
6:30PM Basketball (V) vs Soldan

Wednesday, February 19

Regular Schedule

AP
English Bonus Reading
Snack—Mini Corn Dogs
Lunch Special—Chicken Tenders
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
3:00PM Freshman Service at Garfield Place

Thursday, February 20

Regular Schedule
Wrestling State Championships (V)
Senior Manresa Retreat
AP
Ash Wednesday Liturgical Choir Rehearsal
Snack—Bosco Sticks
Lunch Special—Papa John’s Pizza
Vegetarian—Sweet Potatoes

Friday, February 21

No Classes

Wrestling State Championships (V)
Senior Manresa
Faculty Day
4:00PM Varsity Rifle/Harpeth Hall Academy
4:00PM Basketball (B-Team) vs Chaminade
4:00PM Freshman Rifle/Harpeth Hall Academy
5:30PM Basketball (V) vs Chaminade
7:30PM Dauphin Players Musical

Saturday, February 22
Wrestling State Championships (V)
9:00AM Freshman Rifle/Montgomery Bell Academy
9:00AM Varsity Rifle/Montgomery Bell Academy
12:30PM Ice Hockey (B Team) vs Fox Red B
7:30PM Dauphin Players Musical

Saturday, February 23
2:00PM Dauphin Players Musical
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Monday, February 24

Regular Schedule
AP
Ash Wednesday Liturgical Choir
Snack—Bosco Stick
Lunch Special—Meatball sandwich
Vegetarian—Grilled Cheese
4:00PM Class of 2024 Academic Orientation
6:00PM Class of 2024 Academic Orientation

Tuesday, February 25

Late Start Schedule

AP
Snack—Mini Taco
Lunch Special—Taco Bar
Vegetarian—Olive Oil Pasta
4:30PM @ DeSmet Basketball (B-Team)
7:00PM @ DeSmet Basketball (V)

Wednesday, February 26

Mass Schedule
Lunch Special—Shrimp
Vegetarian—Black Bean Burger
3:00PM Freshman Service at Garfield Place
5:30PM @ Columbia Hickman Basketball (B-Team)
7:00PM @ Columbia Hickman Basketball (V)

Moderator
Mr. Steve “With Me to the Barber” Friday, August 24
Regular Schedule
Missey
AP
Snack—Mac & Cheese Bites

Lunch Special—Pasta Bar
Vegetarian—Garden Burger
3:30PM Engineering and Computing College Fair

calendar | Jack Rybak and Carter Fortman

