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CROSS COUNTRY TAKES STATE TITLE
Championship is team’s first since 1999

Stephen Kuehner
Reporter

C

ross country 2007 state champions.
No quote or phrase could possibly introduce the St. Louis U. High cross country team any better than that. At 11:30
a.m. last Saturday, seven SLUH athletes
stepped up to the line at Oak Hills Golf
Center in Jefferson City and ran faster
than any other team in Missouri.
How did they do it? First they put in
miles upon miles of training year-round. Then
they developed a special brotherhood that
helped sustain them during the race. Finally,
they raced with an attitude very similar to
high school 5000-meter record holder Gerry
Lindgren.

“Run with your heart instead of could and could not do. While they had been
favored to win for
your mind,” said
most of the seaLindgren. “When
son, other runners
you think with your
were now searchmind, you think of
ing for the team’s
the things you can
faults. Many did
and can’t do. But
not believe that
when you run with
SLUH could place
your heart, you forone man in the top
get what you can’t
25 places of the
do, and you just do
state race. Others
it.”
doubted whether
With the state
The varsity cross country team and coaches pose with their
junior John Clochampionship apstate trophy after the championship race.
hisy and the U.
proaching quickly,
there had been a lot of speculation about what High pack could defeat Eric Fernandez and
see STATE, 9
the St. Louis U. High cross country team
Courtesy of Mr. Brian Gilmore

633 visitors make Open House a success
Kevin Casey
Core Staff

W

here else can one find never-ending
cookie mountains, a mini circus
troupe, and overzealous, toga-wearing
Latin scholars all in one spot but at St.
Louis U. High’s Open House? Last Sunday SLUH once again opened its doors to
prospective middle school students from
around the St. Louis area for this annual
event.
This year 633 middle school students
passed through the SLUH halls with their
families. This number exceeded last year’s
low attendance by 42 students, bringing it
back up to recent years’ standards.
“I was very well pleased with the crowd
that we had … how welcoming everyone
was, the tour guides—I got a lot of good
compliments about them,” said Director of
Admissions Craig Hannick.

Highway 40 construction did not seem touched on several “creative solutions” that
the school is looking at with
to affect the number of atregard to the construction,
tendees, with the number of
including extending school
students from St. Charles
hours, allowing for ready
reaching 30, only three
flexibility in the academic
fewer than last year, and 126
schedule, and SLUH’s “excoming from West County,
clusive partnership” with
an increase of five.
Metro regarding bus passes.
In an informal survey
For instance, through the
of visitors from the Highmonth of January SLUH
way 40 corridor, parents
will experiment with putting
showed concern, saying that
Activity Period at the start
although construction was
of the school day, giving
not necessarily a deterrent, it
students more time to get
would definitely play a part
to school.
in their decision-making
Parents seemed not only
process.
Sophomore Sean Dailey (left) and senior
James
Burke
display
their
juggling
talents
encouraged
but also imSLUH addressed these
at Open House.
pressed
by
the
steps SLUH
concerns by including an
is
taking,
and
many
said
that
if SLUH is
information flyer in the packet that each
family received after registering. The flyer
see OPEN, 10
photo by zac boesch

November 9, 2007
News
2
Students and teachers C o m m i t t e e
react to last week’s lockdown meets to evaluate
Chris Brennan
Staff

S

t. Louis U. High shut down during
seventh period last Wednesday in
response to a nearby police chase. Reactions to the seven-minute lockdown
among students and faculty varied, with
some initially believing the lockdown was
a drill and others responding with different degrees of anxiety.
English teacher Barbara Osburg first
thought that it “must be a drill,” but was puzzled by its odd timing. Osburg was teaching
freshman English in M206 at the time along
with student teacher Matt McLaughlin.
David Dereak, a student in Osburg’s
class, said that like most of his classmates,
at the start of the lockdown he “wasn’t too
worried about it” and assumed that it was a
drill similar to the one at the beginning of
the school year.
Osburg followed procedure by hav-

ing the students move to the corner of the
room, away from the door and even asked
McLaughlin, “Can you see the door?” and
in answer to his affirmation replied, “Then
the door can see you.”
The students, whom Osburg praised for
being so well behaved especially for last-hour
freshmen, became more serious when they
realized that the lockdown was not a drill.
Theology teacher Colleen Rockers
was teaching sophomore theology during
the lockdown and knew that it wasn’t just
a drill, because the staff had no knowledge
about what was happening. She was “very
nervous” when the Code Red was issued over
the intercom and stressed silence among her
giggling students.
Rockers was teaching at Regis Jesuit
High School a mile and a half away from
Columbine during the shooting on April 20,
1999 and was notified of the tragedy during

see LOCKDOWN, 11

Pencils down: three SLUH alumni
participate in WGA strike
Brian Bettonville
Features Editor

T

elevision viewers in search of late
night
laughs
were disappointed
this week as the
likes of David
Letterman,
Jay
Leno, and Conan
O’Brien could be
found only on TV
only in repeated
episodes. In the
coming weeks, the
flow of new soap
operas, daytime talk shows, sitcoms, dramas, and perhaps even feature films will
slow to a halt. These are all the effects of
the Writers’ Guild of America’s (WGA)
strike, which began on Monday at 12:01
a.m. Three alums in the entertainment
business—Chris Albers, ’86, Matt Gunn,
’90, and Darold “Doc” Crotzer, ’02—will
experience this strike firsthand.
Late Night with Conan O’Brien writer

Albers has been in the thick of the events leading up to the strike. Currently, he is serving
as a liaison between the WGA and the late
night talk shows, including Late Night,
The Late Show with
David Letterman,
The Tonight Show
with Jay Leno, The
Daily Show with Jon
Stewart, the Colbert
Report, Saturday
Night Live, MADtv,
Jimmy Kimmel Live,
and Last Call with
Carson Daly. Albers talks with members
of each show in confidence, as they are colleagues in addition to competitors. Albers
describes his role as “a way to keep us all
together.”
	Real Time with Bill Maher writer Gunn
is serving as the captain of the picketers
outside CBS Studios, where Real Time is
filmed. He said that because of the large
Photo by Will Hartzler

see STRIKE, 11

summer reading
Matt Bettonville
Core Staff

A

committee of faculty members met
Monday to discuss the current state
of the summer reading program. Focused
mainly on the selection and evaluation
processes, the open meeting served as a
preliminary to any future changes in the
program.
Convened to address rising concerns
with the program, the committee consisted
of English teachers David Callon, Richard
Moran, Barbara Osburg, and James Raterman; social studies teacher Tim O’Neil; math
teacher Frank Corley; physics teacher Paul
Baudendistel; computer teacher Tim Rittenhouse; and Academic Assistant Principal
Mark Michalski.
No concrete changes came from the
meeting; however, Michalski said changes
weren’t the goal of this meeting. Instead he
used the meeting to gather ideas from a range
of teachers. These ideas will later be used in
both a student committee and also brought
before the Instructional Council, consisting
of the heads of all departments at St. Louis
U. High.
The summer reading test, usually given
during the first week of each school year,
was a hot topic at the committee meeting.
Concerns with testing ranged from whether
or not the testing style is fair to how to apply
the test grades.
“The only real way to test whether
people actually read a book is to put together
a comprehensive set of objective questions
… that would be hard for people who didn’t
read the book,” said Callon. “I’d much rather
drop the idea of doing summer reading than
… put something in place that everybody
knows they can get around. It has to have
integrity or else it’s not true to who we are
as a school.”
Michalski fully supports the retention of
the program. He said that having the whole
SLUH community share the reading of a
book is a valuable experience.
“To have a common point for discussion

see BOOK ’EM DANNO, 12
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Streib, ’69, discusses what’s fair in high school sports
To the editors:
I read with interest the article in the Prep
News about the unfairness of the state soccer brackets. I am here to tell you that the
unfairness extends beyond soccer brackets
into other sports as well.
I graduated from “THE HIGH SCHOOL”
in 1969. Today, I am the father of a Rockhurst High School football player (class of
2009).
Last Friday, he faced a situation similar
to that of the MCC soccer teams.
Friday night, Rockhurst played Blue
Springs South in football. By most accounts,
Rockhurst and Blue Springs South are the

two best teams in Missouri Class 6 this
year. But after Friday, only one could go on
(Rockhurst). The other went home. Quite
possibly, Friday night, I watched not only
a district final game but also the unofficial
state championship in Missouri Class 6.
Is this fair? Absolutely not! I feel for
my son because I have seen how much he
has sacrificed during the past months to get
to this point, only to have it possibly ended
abruptly last Friday night. I was a sophomore
in 1967 when No. 1 SLUH played No. 2 CBC
before 30,000 fans at Busch Stadium. (We
lost 33-6.) It hurt us then, and Blue Springs
South is hurting this week.

Winning is fun. Losing is not. I think St.
Ignatius would tell us that the consolations
and desolations of a sports season are gifts
from God. So what gift did I get from losing
to CBC 33-6? I got the gift of learning how
to be a gracious winner and also a gracious
loser, that it’s not only the end result but also
the journey that is important. I learned how
to be a little bit of a better “man for others”
than I was before.
I hope you always appreciate going to
“THE HIGH SCHOOL.” I do.
Congrats to cross country and good luck
to football, soccer, and swimming!
Mike Streib, ’69

Downs, ’92, wins Cheney Award for valor
Peter Mackowiak
Core Staff

S

t. Louis U. High alum Maj. Brad
Downs, ’92, and his navigator, Maj.
Daniel Roesch, received the U.S. Air
Force’s Cheney Award Monday at the
Pentagon in a ceremony before Secretary
of the Air Force Michael Wynne, Vice
Chief of Staff Duncan McNabb, and other
high-ranking generals.
The U.S. military created the Cheney
Award in 1927 in memory of Lt. William
Cheney, who was killed in a plane collision
over Italy in 1918. It is awarded each year
to one or two aviators for “an act of valor,
extreme fortitude, or self-sacrifice in a humanitarian interest, performed in connection
with aircraft, but not necessarily of a military
nature.”
Downs received the award for flying a
C-130 aircraft in a special operations mission last September when ground troops in
Afghanistan were running desperately low
on supplies and were about to come under
attack. Using night-vision goggles, Downs
flew along a 2,500-foot-high ridge and
coordinated the drop of 22,000 pounds of
supplies within 15 yards of the target.
“I was just thinking about getting the job
done and keeping the aircraft out of harm’s
way … and that if we did what we’d been
trained to do, everything would go fine, which
it did,” said Downs.
Downs was the mission’s aircraft com-

mander, meaning he was responsible for Rock, Arkansas, and he also trained on a water
his crew: Roesch, the navigator; a co-pilot, survival course in Pensacola, Florida.
“They teach you all the basics – visual
who helped navigate; a flight engineer, who
maintained systems in the plane; an elec- flying, formation, instrument flying – just
tronic warfare officer, who “kept us from laying the groundwork for what you’re going
to do later on,” he said.
getting shot up”; and two
Downs was assigned to his
load masters, who prepared
first operational assignment
the bundles for air drop.
at Yokota Airbase in Japan to
“Even though only two
help the Philippines as part
of us received (the award),
of the war on terrorism in
we were really accepting it
1998. His missions mostly
on behalf of the whole crew,”
consisted of transporting
he said.
people and cargo.
“It was a pretty formal
“The missions were much
military ceremony, somemore vanilla … they could
thing I’m kind of used to.
be fun, but it wasn’t quite
There was a bigger crowd
what I was looking for,” said
than normal, and more
Downs.
high-ranking people in the
So in 2003 Downs crossed
audience,” added Downs.
Downs’s senior yearbook photo.
Downs said his training began at SLUH, into the special ops field, taking a six-month
where he played varsity water polo. “SLUH training course in Albuquerque, New Mexico
gave me a great educational background to to learn, among other skills, how to fly a
help me get into the Air Force. I enjoyed every C-130, the burly and durable transport plane
bit of it, and it definitely helped prepare me he flew during last September’s mission.
Since the mission, Downs has flown in
for what I’m doing, in terms of work ethic
Iraq and Afghanistan. He is currently workand being a team member,” he said.
Downs played water polo on scholar- ing as a flight examiner in the 352nd Special
ship at Air Force, and coached the team after Operations Group at Mildenhall, a Royal Air
graduation for six months before leaving the Force base in Cambridge, England.
“I do enjoy it, but it’s different… it’s
Academy in 1997 for pilot training, Downs
learned to fly the T-37 Tweet (which has a lot of standing around watching people
since been replaced by the T-6 Texan II as instead of being in the seat,” he said.
Downs, who has worked his way up
the Air Force’s primary trainer) in Columbus,
Mississippi; Corpus Christi, Texas; and Little
see DOWNS, 12
1992 Dauphin Yearbook
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Football vanquishes Vianney to clinch district

Brendan Akos
Reporter

T

he Footbills traveled to Vianney last
Friday, Nov. 2 to determine their position in district play. They went into the
game knowing that a win would not only
secure a district championship, but a playoff birth as well. The Jr. Bills left the field
victorious 34-20.
After struggling in the win department
early in the season, the Jr. Bills have won
five of six games and head into the first
round of the Missouri State playoffs as one
of the hot teams. Although SLUH’s record
may not seem as strong as the other playoff
teams, they could easily have won three of
their four losses this season.
Coach Gary Kornfeld said, “We’ve been
in every game…When we started off 1-3 we
were in all of those losses.”
The Jr. Bills started off slowly, putting
together their only completed drive with 1:17
to play in the first quarter. Running back
Ronnie Wingo ran the ball in for a 3-yard

Soccer finishes districts
with win at St. Mary’s

T

he St. Louis U. High soccer team defeated the St. Mary’s Dragons 3-0 last
Thursday, helping keep the dream of state
alive for the 2007 Jr. Bills.
SLUH came out energized and ready to
play, but again struggled to score in the first
half, going into halftime tied 0-0. However,
the Jr. Bills found their stride in the second
half, scoring three goals and dominating the
Dragons on both offense and defense.
The goals were provided by David
Ziegler, junior Brian Schultz, and Erik
Carretero, with Luis Soffner capturing the
shutout in goal.
As defender Quinn Ottwell put it, “I
thought we played really well. We had several chances in the first half, but their goalie
played well. However, in the second half we
came out really strong and we were able to
convert on our opportunities.”
The win allowed the Jr. Bills to finish
the regular season with a record of 23-3-3
and advance into the playoffs riding a fourgame winning streak.
				
—Jake Temme

Kornfeld said, “Defensively we came
rushing touchdown and a 7-0 lead.
up with some stops
Vianney tied the
when we needed to.”
game early in the
This stop allowed
second quarter on a
the offense another
23-yard touchdown
chance to score bepass with 10:15 to
fore the half and an
play.
opportunity for the
The Churateam to pull away
bills returned to the
from Vianney.
field full of vigor as
The offense
they tore through
marched down the
the Griffin defense.
field and Wingo ran
Dan James caught a
the ball into the end
31-yard pass from
zone with 2:41 to
junior John Swanplay. After another
ston to give the Jr.
successful Tom NeBills a 14-7 lead.
Although the A Vianney defender attempts to bring down sophomore uner extra point, the
fullback Griffin Lowry.
Jr. Bills went into the
Jr. Bill defense was
not overly impressive statistically, they were locker room up 21-7.
Swanston’s and James’s second conable to come up with plays when they needed
them. After this touchdown, it seemed like nection for a touchdown came with 4:54
a great time to exemplify the theme of the remaining in the third quarter and put the
night for the Bills as they stopped the Griffins Jr. Bills up 28-7. Swanston completed 6 of 9
see DISTRICT, 10
and returned the ball to the Churabills.
Photo by Zac Boesch

Soccer advances to quarters
photo by zac boesch

SLUH dominated their opponent Fort Zumwalt South in the opening game of the playoffs
Thursday night. The Jr. Bills kept their chances at State alive by dominating South from
start to finish, with the final score being 3-0. Goals were provided by Quinn Ottwell,
David Ziegler, and Erik Carretero. Above, Jack Twellman (8) drives down the field.
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Swimming wins conference, heads to State
Kip Tandler
Reporter

T

he H20bills competed in their most
important meet of the year last Friday: the MCCs. The meet, held annually
at Chaminade College Prep, brings together St. Louis’s most competitive teams,
including rivals DeSmet and Chaminade.
With their newly-shaven bodies and, for
some, heads, the St. Louis U. High swim
team was ready to funnel an entire year’s
effort into the final meet.
The meet began favorably for the Jr.
Bills with a victory in the first event, the 200
medley relay.
“Winning the medley relay is awesome,”
said head coach Fritz Long. “In winning the
relay, we have a comfortable lead over all the
teams right in the beginning of the meet.”
However, first-place finishes weren’t
frequent for the Speedobills through the remainder of the meet, with only two—junior
Will Derdeyn in the 100 butterfly, and the
team’s 200 free relay.

“This shows how much depth our swim
team has,” Long said. “Even though we may
not have first places in every single event,
we have guys getting third and fourth, and
even though their finishes go unnoticed to the
crowds, their points are the real determinants
in winning a meet such as this.”
As the meet progressed, the Flippin’bills
picked up four new state qualifying times.
Newly instituted members of the state team
were juniors John Savio in the 200 free,
John Heafner in the 200 free and 100 breast,
Michael O’Neill in the 50 free, and Matt
Hohenberger in the 100 breast.
“I’ve been working all season for the
state cut, and I finally got it,” a relieved
Michael O’Neill confessed, “I think we all
feel very accomplished.”
Diving also put a nice cap on their season, taking second, fifth, seventh, and eighth
place.
Diving head coach Brenndan LeBrun
said of his divers, “Mick, Ryan, Gil, and
Collin have all done well this season. All the

hard work in practice paid off, they took the
spots, and they placed where I needed them.
I was extremely proud of their efforts.”
The meet ended with a blowout win for
the Jr. Bills, who earned a first place title for
the sixth straight year with a score of 393.5,
a dominant 75.5-point lead above second
place finisher Chaminade.
The Jr. Bills will compete in the 2007
Missouri state championship meet. The 13member state team will compete tomorrow
in preliminaries at the St. Peter’s Rec-Plex at
3:00 p.m., and finals will be held on Saturday
afternoon.
Chess Tournament Reminder
If you signed up for the chess tournament,
you will be scheduled to play Monday after
school in the Ignatian Conference Room.
Games will get started 15 minutes after the
end of school. If you didn’t sign up to play
but still want to, come by the Conference
Room and we may be able to fit you in
anyway. Entry fee a mere $2.00—only one
dollar per guaranteed game.

many special teams situations. Junior Kevin
Corby should be dazzling with his innate
dangling abilities after an impressive first
season, and the Enforcerbills will rely on his
size to neutralize bigger league opponents.
Colin Fitzgerald, also a junior, has a knack
for finding the twine and will likely make
some big plays on offense this year.
Sophomore Greg Place, who dressed
as a starting defenseman last year, will be
moved up to forward, and his speed will
add an extra turbo boost to the already swift
offensive front.
The front line consists of only two seniors, captains Matt Beezley and Ryan Myers,
both of whom need big numbers to add points
to a suspect SLUH offense that scored only
six goals in four preseason games.
SLUH’s strength lies in its dominant
defensive corps. The back line lost only two
players from last year’s tenth-best defense in
terms of goals against, and many underclassmen are waiting in the wings. The defense
will be led by junior Connor Quinn and senior
captain Chris Faron. Quinn, who has started

since his freshman year, is the X-factor for
the defense, and his cool-headed playing style
will disrupt odd-man rushes and eliminate
big plays. Faron will anchor the otherwise
inexperienced back line.
Junior Tim Potter will be in his second
season as a varsity defenseman, and his innovative and offensive-minded play should
notch a few more goals for the Jr. Bills this
season. The two heavy hitters of the defensive corps are senior Steven “Freight Train”
Lindsley and sophomore Phil Luongo, a first
year starter who showed great promise in the
preseason.
Freshmen Jimmy Berger and Jackson
Hoffman, who is returning from a shoulder
injury, will also see ice this season.
SLUH will also be returning one of the
top goaltenders in the city, senior Alex Effinger. In his first season as an undisputed
starter last year, Effinger had a 3.18 goals
against average and a save percentage of
.90.
In previous years, SLUH played eight

Zambonibills open season with clean record, ice
Matt Beezley
Reporter

T

he ice has been refrozen, the skates
have been sharpened, and the sticks
have been taped as the St. Louis U. High
hockey club prepares to drop the puck on
the 2007-2008 season.
Despite graduating only five seniors
after the losses to Chaminade in the quarterfinals of the Challenge Cup last season, the
Jr. Bills have numerous holes to fill in their
roster. Last year’s graduating five scored a
combined 36 goals out of the team’s total of
86 in the regular season. Nevertheless, the
Icebills have the capacity to field one of the
best teams the school has ever had and can
make a legitimate run at the championship
this season.
The club will feature six of last year’s
top nine forwards: four juniors and two seniors. The majority of SLUH’s team is, in
fact, junior-ridden. Junior assistant captain
Jack Berger and junior Joe Cella, perhaps
SLUH’s two best forwards, will be expected
to put up big numbers and will be featured in

see ELITSERIEN, 8
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Dan Everson
Sports Editor

the race when a former teammate of his saw
him and convinced him to finish the final five
ormer St. Louis U. High cross country miles with him.
Rosario said he had hoped to finish in
runner Ben Rosario, ‘98, competed in
the United States Olympic marathon trials the top 25 with a time around 2:16 or 2:17,
last Saturday in New York City, placing but he said that, considering the dramatically
improved field since 2004, a top-25 finish
100th in a field of 134 in 2:36:09.
would have been a huge—but
“I didn’t do very well,” Ronot unrealistic—accomplishsario said of his performance.
ment.
“It just didn’t go well for me.
“In the end, I just didn’t
I was 37th last time, in 2004,
have the strength behind me
so to get 100th this time was
that I needed,” Rosario said of
pretty disappointing.
his finish. “The course was re“But at the same time,”
ally challenging. It was up and
Rosario continued, “I’m not
down the whole time, which
that disappointed. I gave it a
played to people who were just
shot, and it didn’t work out.
mileage monsters who have
The nature of the marathon is
been putting in 130-140 miles
that when you have a bad one,
a week, and I wasn’t able to do
it’s pretty bad. You really fall
that. I think that was the large
back quite a bit. Actually, I was
just happy to finish.”
Rosario runs to his 100th place fin- reason why I wasn’t able to
Rosario, who currently ish in New York on Saturday. run as well as I wanted to.”
The major story of the marathon, besides
helps coach the state champion Harrierbills,
explained that he had turned around and determining the U.S. men’s marathoners for
begun walking off the course to drop out of the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, was the death

of Central Lake, Mich., runner Ryan Shay.
Rosario, as well as fellow cross country coach
Joe Porter, has run with Shay in the past and
was surprised that he died during the race.
“It’s kind of surreal,” Rosario said. “It
put a kind of damper on the weekend.”
Rosario also knew Brian Sell, who
placed third in 2:11:40 to qualify for the
U.S. Olympic Team. “Seeing him make the
team was, by far, my favorite part of the
weekend,” he said. “I say I worked hard, but
nobody works as hard as Brian. Nobody in
the country works as hard as Brian.”
Despite the 100th place finish, Rosario
maintained an optimistic perspective on the
marathon. “It meant a lot to me to be there,”
he said. “The fact that I didn’t do well doesn’t
really take away from that.”

Andrew Lickenbrock, Spencer Rusch
Reporters

ing initially, but they have showed much
improvement in their two weeks together.
The addition of a second varsity team
opens the door for another set of players
to showcase their tremendous talent on the
racquetball court. There is no doubt that
Varsity II will have an uphill battle this
season as it will square off against the best
St. Louis has to offer. With opponents like
CBC, Kirkwood, and SLUH I, SLUH II will
face oodles of eager competitors and it will
have to do so with a target on its back, as no
other team in St. Louis was allowed to field
a second varsity team this year.
Varsity II is made up of six seniors and
two juniors. Tom Rohr will start off at the No.
1 seed and will face the stiffest competition
to start the season. He is followed closely
by Patrick Probst, Andrew Lickenbrock, and
Brad Tharpe at the two, three, and four spots,
all of whom are expected to be extremely
competitive at their spots.
Junior John Duchardt (No. 5) and Pe-

F

photo from eliterunning.com

RACQUETBALL NIGHTBEAT

The Varsity II Racquetbills faced state champion CBC Thursday. Despite falling 5-2, V.
II had several highlights. Doubles partners
Tim Rudolph and Andrew Connor pulled off
a thrilling 11-10 victory in the third and final
game of their match, and Peter Bruntrager came
away victorious, winning 11-6 in a tiebreaker.

Two varsity racquetball teams open season
L

ast year, the St. Louis U. High racquetball team did everything but win
a state championship. They went 10-0 in
the regular season, second only to CBC.
The Jr. Bills won all 15 slots for junior
varsity at state, but JV success, unfortunately, doesn’t decide who takes home the
trophy.
This year, the Revengebills will field an
additional varsity team as well as a second
JV I team. The odds are now stacked against
the JV teams since some of their talent is
now at the varsity level, but head coach Joe
Koestner feels confident the Varsity II team
and the junior varsity teams will have success.
The Varsity I team features SLUH’s No.
1-8 seeds overall, and Varsity II includes the
overall No. 9-16. Both teams will play in the
same league.
Joe Hoffman worked very hard over
the summer and surpassed Ray Godefroid

as the No. 1 seed. The two were very close
at the beginning of practice, but Hoffman
soon established himself as No. 1 by beating
Godefroid on a consistent enough basis.
Godefroid will be the No. 2 seed, but he
knows he will still be challenged, as he will
match up against CBC foe Steve Abodi.
The decision for the No. 3 and 4 seeds
was particularly tough, coming down to the
last practice of the preseason when Paul
Marsek and junior Spencer Rusch faced off
in one final match to decide the seeds. Rusch
won in a thriller and took the three seed.
The only other junior on Varsity I is
Kevin Kissel, who showed dramatic improvement in the off-season, passing four
teammates in the rankings.
The sixth and final singles player is
Andrew Zack, whose speed and durability
make him a very strong No. 6 for the BeatCBCbills.
The doubles team consists of seniors
Matt Vonderheide and Anthony Bess. The
team seemed to have some problems mesh-

see SNACK PACK BACK, 8
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Underclassman Fall Sports Wrap
B Football (4-5) B Soccer (18-3-2)
Tim Wilmes
Reporter

A

fter an 8-1 freshman season, the St. Louis U. High B football team had high expectations for their sophomore season,
hoping to finish 10-0. They also felt they had a lot to prove, especially with many of their players having moved up to varsity.
Captain Michael Mayberger
said, “It did affect us, but we
played with the guys we had
and we did pretty well.”
Unfortunately, the Jr. Bills
struggled early on, losing their
home-opener against Parkway
South by one point. To make
Adam Cruz (right) blocks for Mike Maymatters worse, Chris Zandstra,
berger (center), who passes downfield.
the team’s heroic and beloved fellow sophomore, died of cancer three
days after the Jr. Bills’ devastating loss to the Patriots.
After their game against Belleville-Althoff was canceled, the
Bartonicusbills traveled to Chaminade the following week to take
on the Red Devils. The Jr. Bills fought hard but lost in the final
seconds to Chaminade, again by one point.
Captain Adam Cruz later said, “We kind of weren’t in the Chaminade game because we were upset about Chris’s death, even
photo by zac boesch

Conor Gearin
Reporter

JV XC

see CHEWY, 14

C

ross country head coach Jim Linhares described this year’s
junior varsity team as “the toughest JV team SLUH has ever
seen. Five to six of them could have run varsity this year, and I
don’t think anyone would have noticed the difference.”
The team built up its solid reputation with a long list of victories.
At the Rim Rock Classic, Forest Park Invitational, and the Midwest
Jesuit Invitational, and many
other meets, JV XC triumphed
over local rivals as well as foes
from far away again and again
to score first place as a team.
Individuals, notably Stephen
Schumacher, juniors Neil BackStephen Schumacher leads the SLUH pack er, Ben Carron, Cliff David, and
at the MCCs. SLUH swept the JV level.
David Kuciejczyk-Kernan, and
sophomores Emmett Cookson, Tyler Jennings, Tim McLaughlin,
and Tony Minnick, placed high consistently as well.
Linhares offered this simple recap of the season: “Total domination.” He said his biggest fear for the team was actually “that they
don’t realize just how good they are as they’re looking up at varsity.
They did so many things right—training over summer, set
photo by zac boesch

see CHAMPS ’08, 8

Luke Chellis
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High B soccer team continued to uphold the
tradition of excellence that is U. High sports. Finishing with
an impressive record of 18-3-2 this fall, the B soccer team completed “a great season,” as head coach Bob O’Connell put it.
The season was highlighted by victories against conference
teams, according to O’Connell. However, the only Metro Catholic
Conference (MCC) team the B team never beat was CBC, against
whom they managed a 1-0 loss and a 1-1 tie. During regular season
play, the team beat Chaminade, DeSmet, and Vianney once each, tied
Chaminade and Vianney once,
and lost once to DeSmet.
Nonconference teams
were consistently outscored,
leading to season totals of 80
goals scored and only 9 conceded.
Everyone involved with
B soccer had positive things The SLUH B-Team soccer led a promising
18-3-2 season.
to say about the team.
“This year, we put the ball in the net early and often,” said
captain and midfielder Joe Bettger.
photo by zac boesch

see TEACHER OF YEAR, 8

JV swimming

Pat Lynch, Kevin Casey
Reporter, Core Staff

T

he 2007 St. Louis U. High junior varsity swimming team
ended its season by winning a dual meet and finishing second place in the MCC Championships.
Assistant coach John
Penilla said the team has
improved immensely since
practice started Aug. 6. “It’s
great to see kids who have
never swum competitively
before come out and improve
over the course of the year,”
Misha Digman freestyles his way to another
he said.
victory over DeSmet at FoPoCoCo.
During the season the
JV team only competed in two meets of its own, but JV swimmers
swam at all of the varsity meets.
“(The JV swimmers) earned us a lot of points in the regular
meets,” said head coach Fritz Long.
One of the soley JV meets was a dual meet with DeSmet, one
of the few other high schools to have its own JV team, on Oct. 2.
The FoPoCoCobills won by a score of 103-67, with the team taking
a victory in the 200 medley relay.
photo by zac boesch
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State Brackets
Football

Mehlville
SLUH

Rockhurst (KC)
Blue Springs

Lafayette
Pattonville
Jackson
Vianney
Hazelwood C.

Mehlville
CBC

DeSmet
SLUH
Ft. Zum. S.

DeSmet
Ft. Zum. W.

Soccer
Vianney

Ft. Zum. W.

Mehlville

Kickapoo

CBC

Rockhurst

SLUH

Oak Park

Up next for SLUH:
FB @ Mehlville, 7 p.m. tonight
SOC v. CBC @ Soccer Park, 8 p.m. tomorrow

Ft. Zum. W.
Smith-Cotton
Glendale
Kickapoo
Lee’s Sum. N.
Rockhurst
Blue Springs
Oak Park

from www.mshsaa.org

snack pack back fritzy
(from 6)
Bruntrager (No. 6) round out Varsity II’s
singles lineup after the two jockeyed for
position during the preseason tournament.
The doubles team consists of senior Tim
Rudolph and junior Andrew Connor. This
is the pair’s first year playing doubles, but
their confidence is rising with every step
on the court. Varsity II starts off the season
facing last year’s state champions, the CBC
Cadets.
The Varsity I team began its season
on Tuesday, facing off against Jesuit rival
DeSmet. The Spartans appeared to be a
formidable challenge as they returned six of
eight varsity starters from last year’s team.
It turned out otherwise, as Godefroid, Rusch,
Kissel, Zack, and Bess/Vonderheide all won
quickly. Paul Marsek struggled early losing
a first-game heartbreaker 15-14. However,
he learned from his mistakes and went on to
win the final two games 15-7, 11-2.
Joe Hoffman seemed unable to play his
best with a sore ankle, but he overcame the
injury and won 15-11, 15-8.
Koestner was happy with his team’s
performance, saying it was “a great start for
what promises to be a great year.”
TWELLMAN SENDS N.E. TO MLS FINAL

with a bicycle kick goal last night against
the Chicago Fire. The Revs won 1-0.

(from 7)
The team also had individual victories
in the 200 IM from junior David Muller, 50
free from sophomore Justice Royston, 100 fly
from Mike Watt, 100 free from sophomore
Misha Digman, 500 free from sophomore
Andrew Danter, 200 free by junior Kevin
Casey, and 100 back from junior Tyler Conner.
After their annual Friday night of rest and
shaving down their bodies, the Hairlessbills
traveld to Chaminade for the JV MCC, where
they took second to DeSmet, 413-393.
Although no relays won first place, the
H2Obills’ times dropped across the board
with several individual first place wins,
including freshman John Lewis in the 200
IM, Muller in the 100 back, and junior Steve
Sigman in the 100 fly.
A highlight of the meet was the 100
breast, where freshman Shane Panchot,
sophomore Luke Chellis, sophomore Michael Ottenlips, and sophomore Kurt Piening
finished one-two-three-four.
Freshman Bill Luhmann also showed
skill, winning second place in both the 50
free and 100 free.
“I thought it was a fantastic meet,” said
Long. “There were a lot of best times. The
swimmers were shaved down and had good
team spirit.”
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teacher of year
(from 7)
“We improved a lot this year from the
beginning of the season to the end,” said
captain and striker Bryson Duvall.
Striker David Burr added, “We did really
well this year. I think the reason we did so
well is that everyone on our team worked
really well together: team chemistry.”
“They did a really good job and had a
great year,” said fan David Kirner. “I think
that next year we’re going to have a really
good varsity team because of the really strong
sophomore class and current juniors.”
According to Kirner, the best moment
of the B soccer season was “when they beat
DeSmet in the championship via a goal by
Greg Mathews.”
Looking back, O’Connell said, “I
enjoyed working with the guys. I think we
improved throughout the year. Those guys
have a good shot next year to make the
varsity.”
To complement their spectacular regular
season, the team won the end of the year tournament hosted by CBC, the championship
for the B teams, according to O’Connell.
Luckily, DeSmet eliminated CBC in the
semifinals, so SLUH did not have to directly
confront their biggest rival of the year to
win the title, which they did by defeating
the Spartans 1-0.

elitserien
(from 5)
conference games and 12 to 13 games outside
the Metro Catholic Conference. However,
due to the hesitancy of public schools to
schedule the strong MCC teams, Missouri
hockey has ruled that each MCC team will
play 12 conference games instead of eight.
The switch will allow better public schools
like Kirkwood a greater chance at a Challenge Cup championship.

champs ’08
(from 7)
ting goals.”
Linhares hopes that the team members
participate in winter running. He exhorts his
team to run a lot of winter miles. This training,
along with the team’s great performance this
year, gives everyone high hopes for 2008.
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STATE
(from 1)
Parkway West’s powerful second and third
runners.
But even with all the talk being thrown
around, the SLUH team knew not to think
about what they could and could not do. They
had run fartleks in the August heat, kicked
out 10 miles or more in the bone-chilling
cold of January, and refined pack running
to a science. They were ready, and they
were not going to psyche themselves out of
a victory.
“We really tried to stop talking about
it as much as possible,” said junior Austin
Cookson. “Two days before was the last
time we talked about the race pretty much.”
The seven racers and the alternates instead
turned their attention to other matters, like
breakfast.
Upon arriving at the course, the SLU
High team prepared themselves for the race.
Their preparation included not only jogging
and stretching, but also finding the right
mindset for the race.
“We definitely thought we had the talent
and training to win,” said team captain Mike
McCafferty. But the team also knew that the
race was not going to be handed to them.
“There were some tough teams out there,
like Hickman and Kickapoo,” acknowledged
McCafferty, “But we knew that the only way
we would get beat was if all seven of our
guys had a bad day.” That philosophy was
the same that the team took to every meet
they ran in this season: we will win if we run
well, but there are teams that will beat us if
we do not give all we have.
With STUCO Vice President of Spirit
Eric Lampe leading the Blue Crew in three
resounding cries of “Who’s high, Who’s
high? U. High U. High, what, what!” SLUH’s
pack began the race that would crown them
state as champions.
“We came through the 1K mark just over
three minutes flat, so we were on pace for
under a five minute mile,” said sophomore
Caleb Ford, referring to the quick pace of
the early part of the race. “But then the front
bunched up and the race got really slow,”
he continued. “Right after the mile mark, it
began to spread out.”
Head coach Jim Linhares also noticed
the unusual pace of the first mile, saying,
“Seeing 80 people crammed together at

News
the mile was kind of strange, but I saw our
guys were in good position. What I didn’t
realize was how hard they had to work to be
there.”
As the race continued, it became obvious
that the score would be very close between
SLUH and Parkway West. With Eric Fernandez leading the race, followed by two more
Parkway West runners before any U. High
boys, no one could be sure of the outcome.
When Linhares saw the team again, at
the base of Firehouse Hill, he realized just
how close the race was going to be. “I knew
we were in some trouble,” he said, “because
there was a big old gap between Austin and
Chris. What I didn’t realize was that the race
had bolted, and John, Dan, and Austin had
been able to stick with it.”
The pace had really picked up between
the one-mile mark and Firehouse Hill. The
whole team was forced to push a little harder
than they had planned if they wanted to stay in
the race with Parkway West and Kickapoo.
“I was standing with about a quarter-mile
to go,” recalled McCafferty. “Our top three
guys were where they should be, but when
I saw our fourth and fifth guys, I thought,
‘We’re not going to win,’ and started shouting, ‘We’re not winning! We need more
places!’” McCafferty’s shouting must have
been just what the team needed because,
according to him, almost everybody picked
up “probably 4 or 5 places before they finished.”
The rest of the team did their part to
cheer the racers on, too. Covered in paint and
screaming their encouragement, the rest of
the team ran from point to point to support
their teammates. With alumni, parents, and
faculty joining them, the other SLU High
runners were determined to do their part
during this race.
“I cheered so much that I couldn’t sing
in Chorus for three days,” said team captain
Steve Schumacher rather proudly. “I knew
I had to sing for four hours at Open House
the next day, but I didn’t care.”
But no matter how loudly the fans cheer,
it all comes down to who runs 5000 meters
fastest. Parkway West was able to finish
three runners before Clohisy (18th, 16:31)
crossed the line, but Cookson (26th, 16:38)
and team captain Dan Warner (27th, 16:39)
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were right behind him. The race was going
to come down to whether SLUH’s fourth
and fifth men could beat Parkway’s last two
scorers by enough to make up for Fernandez’s
first place finish. When Ford (43rd, 17:06),
team captain Chris Murphy (49th, 17:14),
and sophomore Bill Gabler (55th, 17:17)
all crossed the line before anyone else from
Parkway, it looked like SLUH might have
pulled it off. But even with SLU High’s seventh man, junior David Kuciejczyk-Kernan
(68th, 17:24), finishing before Parkway’s
fifth, nobody could be positive who had
come out on top.
“I didn’t know where Parkway West’s
or Kickapoo’s number fives were,” said
Linhares. “I couldn’t see them, and I was
worried whether they had the guys to kick
us out.”
“It was pretty nerve-racking right after
the race because we didn’t know the results,”
said team captain Dave Linhares. “Then I saw
Matt Lawder (SLUH ’07) running towards
us with his one finger in the air, yelling, ‘We
won!’” With the official news that SLUH had
beaten Parkway West, 113-118, the celebration began.
“There was a lot of talk about if SLUH
could win without any superstars,” said Jim
Linhares. It was a fair question since there
had been runners much closer to the front
of the race in the last couple of years. Ben
Murphy-Baum (’06) had finished second in
2005, helping SLUH to a fourth-place finish,
and Lawder had anchored last year’s second
place team title by placing fifth last year. But
Jim Linhares had a different point of view
on the issue.
“Everyone of our seven, in a sense, was
a star,” he explained. “In 1999, when we won
by only one point, it came down to where
our fifth man finished. This one, it was about
every single one that came in.”
The team celebrated, passing around the
trophy, taking pictures, and soaking in the
experience. They had done it. They are the
state champions for the next twelve months.
But a state championship is not quite enough
for these Jr. Bills. They want to compete in
even tougher competitions. So, after celebrating with a trip to Shakespeare’s Pizza, they
began to analyze how they had raced and

see PRE LIVES, 10
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(from 1)
where their son wanted to go, they would
find ways around the inconveniences.
“We’ll sweat it out,” is how one mother
put it.
But even with the looming problem of
Highway 40, the U. High could not keep the
crowds away.
This year schools represented by visitors
totaled an impressive 144, compared with
past years’ averages of about 120 to 125.
Eighth graders composed 44 percent of the
students who registered, which, according to
Hannick, was an increase from recent years
as well. There was also a fairly large increase
in the number who came from Illinois, which
reached 29 students.
“We had a crush of people at the beginning,” said principal Mary Schenkenberg.
“We were a little worried there for a while that
we were going to run out of tour guides. We
wanted to be sure we stuck with our promise

to families that we would give them each a
tour guide because that’s a really special part
of SLUH’s open house.”
For the first several hours the line of
visitors stretched from the upper entrance of
the Danis Lobby all the way to the Oakland
parking lot, sometimes even turning and
running along the sidewalk perimeter of the
lot.
With over 300 Jr. Bills working as tour
guides and another 100 manning the club
tables in the gym, crisis was averted, and
each visiting family was able to have their
own guide.
“(The Open House) went really well,”
said junior Dan Baxter, who gave four tours.
“I gave a couple of tours, pretty much just
showed (the visitors) around, told them some
personal stories of my experiences here. It
was fun, and they seemed to enjoy it.”
Although there were a few backups at
the beginning of the tour route, Hannick said

that this is typical and attributed them to the
process of gathering the visitors’ information
on the computers and introducing them to
their guides.
“(The backup) was a good thing because
it showed a lot of interest in SLUH,” said
Baxter. “I think we dealt with it as quickly
and efficiently as possible with the number
of people we had there.”
“I didn’t hear any complaints at all,”
said Schenkenberg. “People didn’t seem to
have to wait, even though the line was all
the way out to the parking lot for a couple
of hours.”
“The longest I heard for a wait was
20 minutes,” added Hannick, “and no one
seemed to object, especially after the moms
started handing out cookies in the line.”
“I think we were blessed with a beautiful
day,” commented Schenkenberg on the overall day. “We had a great turnout of students
and the school looked beautiful.”

(from 9)
what they could do better this Saturday at
the regional meet in South Dakota.
“We didn’t have our ideal day,” admitted
Murphy. “But I think, in the end, it was that
pack mentality that won it for us. The last
two were just as important as the first five.
They finished in front of Parkway West’s
four and five. Without them, we wouldn’t
have won,” he continued, having nothing but
good things to say about the pack. “I think
that really defines the SLUH program. It’s
been an honor to run with these guys, and

I’m looking forward to running with them
at regionals.”
“We had a lot of pressure on us because
we were the favorites, but I think we handled
it well,” commented Clohisy. He also noted
that, with Warner and Ford being unavailable
to run this weekend, a lot of the pressure is
off.
While missing their numbers 3 and
4, SLUH is not overly worried about their
absence. With McCafferty and sophomore
Tony Minnick stepping up to fill the vacancies, the team still feels competitive.

“I think we have a really good chance at
qualifying (for nationals),” said Murphy.
With six of their seven runners having personal records of under 17:00 this
year, they are not fooling themselves. They
will be running with the best runners from
Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, North
Dakota, South Dakota, and Minnesota. Or
maybe it would be more appropriate to say
that those other teams will be running with
SLUH. After all, they are the 2007 Missouri
Cross Country Champions.

(from 4)
attempts for 143 yards and two touchdowns.
Swanston had a lightened workload partially
because of the talented rushing tandem of
Wingo and Griffin Lowry.
Wingo ran for a 25-yard touchdown late
in the fourth (4:00 remaining), which only
added to his impressive performance for
the night. He finished with 239 yards and
a touchdown on the ground, while Lowry
finished with 112 yards rushing.
The defense put on a show in the second half, limiting the Griffins to only one
controversial second half touchdown that
came within the final minute of the game.
Matt Rice led the team with 10 tackles while

Morgan Cole and Andrew Bouquet added 5
each.
The Jr. Bills have been back to work this
week, trying to avenge last year’s playoff
drubbing by Mehlville, the same opponent
they will face tonight. Mehlville comes out
of district play having outscored its opponents 132-21. Kornfeld does acknowledge
the talent on Mehlville but is very confident
in his team’s ability.
“They are one of the most athletic teams
I’ve seen in a long time…There are several
young men on their team that can go all the
way,” he said.
The game is likely to sell out, so it is
suggested that fans buy their tickets from the

switchboard. The Jr. Bills will be playing at
Mehlville at 7 p.m. hoping to advance to the
state semifinals.
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Lend me your ears!

Attention SLUH Latin and
Greek scholars: the Latin Club
will hold a meeting Wednesday
next at activity period. Be there
to take part in a true republican
government and help design
some nifty t-shirts.
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class from students who were receiving
messages. She explained her nervousness as
part of a “fear of being powerless” to stop
an armed intruder.
English teacher David Callon was not
teaching when the Code Red was issued
and did not hear the lockdown in the North
American Martyrs Chapel. When he walked
out of the chapel about two minutes into the
lockdown, he saw an unfamiliar man who
asked, “What’s a Code Red?” The man had
been wandering the building because he did
not know if he should check in some place.
Callon led the man into the Prep News office
and locked the door. After the lockdown did

not stop, Callon began to wonder if he had just
locked himself in a room with the man who
had initiated the Code Red. (He hadn’t.)
Junior Arthur Bartels was in Chinese in
M221 with teacher Ching-ling Tai. Bartels
recalled how Tai had forgotten her keys and
told junior R.J. Half to hold the door.
Junior Spencer Rusch also acknowledged that the lockdown was probably not
a drill but “wasn’t too worried,” adding,
“Nobody really took it seriously.”
Sophomore Mark McBride said while
most students in his Latin class with Ralph
Houlihan S.J. knew that the lockdown was
serious, nobody knew what was going on
because students “weren’t really told any-

thing.”
Assistant Principal for Student Affairs
Eric Clark said that he could understand the
initial reaction of disbelief that the event was
a real lockdown, but added, “When we have
a drill, it’s on the calendar.”
Director of Facilities Joe Rankin said
the lockdown was a “100 percent success”
and that he, along with Clark and Principal
Mary Schenkenberg made the decision to
dismiss for the day when the police gave
the okay to return to normal.

(from 2)
turnout, the WGA has had about 75 strikers
at each of the studio’s two gates.
“It’s just to let everybody who goes into
work know that we’re strong and united and
determined to get a fair deal,” he said.
The strike is the result of the expanding
use of new kinds of technology in viewing
programs. The system of payment for the
writers currently in use is the same system
used during the era of VHS tapes. When VHS
first appeared, the studio asked the writers to
take a smaller amount from VHS sales since
they viewed the format as an experiment that
they did not want to rush into. By this system,
the studios kept 80 percent of the gross from
the VHS sales, part of which they used to
reimburse themselves from manufacturing
costs. The remaining 20 percent went to those
on the creative end of the production.
At the end of the divvying up of the
money, the writers were left with about four
cents for every VHS sold. This deal, however,
did not change after the VHS format became
established and even with the appearance of
the DVD, which is cheaper for the studios
because of lower manufacturing costs.
The recent appearance of programs
online, both free streaming video and purchasable downloads from sites like iTunes,
has once again excluded the writers. They are
not paid any residuals for these formats.
“Right now, writers who do stuff that
sells on iTunes or elsewhere get jack. Zero.
Nada. And it’s totally unfair,” said Gunn in an
e-mail to English teacher Mark Cummings.
“We’re asking for 2.5 percent, but the studios

are trying to get away with ‘studying’ the
issue of Internet revenue for three years. It’s
the way the Bush administration dealt with
global warming for so long: ‘It could just be
a theory, let’s study it.’”
“The HUGE issue is the Internet,” said
director/producer Crotzer via e-mail. “Everything is headed to digital distribution, but no
one is quite sure about the specifics because
the technology keeps changing. That seems
to be the real issue, since DVDs are a dying
medium.”
“The writers have been screwed too
many times,” Albers said. “We’re done with
it.”
For Gunn, the strike’s timing matched
up with a one and a half month hiatus for
Real Time, but the strike still could prevent
the show from covering the presidential
primaries in January. However, he still “absolutely” supports the strike.
“I really think we had no other choice,”
said Gunn. “Well, the only other choice was
that we may as well dissolve the whole guild
right now because there are a lot of writers
that live off their residual money. … If we
were to accept this deal, if we were to accept, ‘Nope, you guys don’t get any residuals
from now on,’ we’d just be asking for the
destruction of our own guild.”
With the expiration of the contracts of
the Actors’ Guild and the Directors’ Guild
coming in July, the deal given to the WGA
will be setting a precedent for the future
contract deals.
“What we’re trying to do is take the first
hit here,” said Albers.

Albers hopes that by extracting a good
deal from the studios, the writers will be
opening the door for fair treatment of actors
and directors as well.
Though the strike’s effects can be felt
now, the strongest effects won’t be felt for
about a month or two. While the sitcoms and
dramas have a stockpile of scripts, as Chris
Albers, ’86, a writer for Late Night with
Conan O’Brien, puts it, “pencils are down.”
This means that shows will run out of new
material and be forced into reruns. Reality
shows such as Dancing with the Stars and
American Idol as well as new reality shows
could also see an increase in air time during
the strike.
The amount of news magazine shows
like 48 Hours in network schedules will most
likely increase. 48 Hours gained air time
during the writer’s strike of 1988, which
lasted 22 weeks.
Possibly the only positive effect the
strike could have is allowing shows which
had been looked over before to find a new
audience during the re-runs. Albers cited
Married… with Children, a show that was
paid little attention to until it was re-run during the 1988 strike. When the strike ended,
the viewers still wanted to see more and the
show was renewed. It went on to become
the second-longest running sitcom in FOX
history.
Even further into the strike, the feature
films will also slowly begin to fade away.
While it takes much longer to make a movie
script into the final product, Albers said,
it would be “completely abnormal” not to

Strike
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during the course of the year is a positive
intellectual experience for a community that
prides itself on the intellectual experiences
it provides,” said Michalski.
Many committee members, including
Baudendistel, Callon, and Corley, felt that
it was unfair to apply a grade for reading a
book over the summer to a class that deals
with totally different subject matter.
“(Teachers) have a responsibility to
make sure that the grade in physics reflects
that student’s ability in science, not their
ability to read a book about social problems,”
said Callon.
Baudendistel said although he has not
yet encountered an irrelevant summer reading
grade in his physics classes, he would very
much oppose it.
“A book like Nickel and Dimed, I think
has value as far as educating the whole person
and fulfilling the requirements of the Graduate at Graduation, but … I feel very strongly
that that has no business being a part of a
student’s physics grade,” he said.
The solution that the committee most
popularly endorsed was to have the program
rotate from year to year between different
departments. The department that had the
program for each summer would select the
book, choosing subject matter appropriate
to their department, and decide on how best
to evaluate students on their reading. The
committee expanded on this proposition to
form a rough idea for a four-year rotation
PHOTO BY ZAC BOESCH
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among departments with two departments,
working together to select each book.
Corley said that choosing books by
department would promote the kind of application in class and further discussion and
activities throughout the school year that
the program has been striving for since its
beginning. He said departments could more
easily plan relevant enrichment activities
regarding summer reading books since their
offices are already centralized.
“There’d be some ownership of the book
by some particular group of teachers,” Corley
said.
Corley also said that the consensus of two
departments per year on a book would “increase some interdisciplinary possibilities.”
That alternative, he said, appealed especially
to the math department, which would have
more trouble generating student enthusiasm
toward novels in their area.
O’Neil, however, said that that possibility was far from a consensus. During
the meeting, O’Neil contended that stricter
regulations should be determined for why
the summer reading program is in place.
He said before starting any sort of project,
it should be determined what the desired
outcome will be. Assessment, O’Neil said,
tries to reflect how well the desired outcome
was achieved.
“I’d like to see a much clearer sense as
to why we’re doing this, and I don’t think
that exists right now,” said O’Neil afterward.
Since the success of testing and application

The St. Louis U. High
trash cans once again
sprouted ferns as Open
House neared. No
word on how many
students these remarkable specimens
actually draw.
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are relative to one’s original goals, O’Neil
said the importance of having a summer reading program should be well defined before
other aspects of the program are discussed.
Hearing O’Neil’s theory, Baudendistel
also theorized into why summer reading is
in place: “We’re trying to develop lifelong
learners. Just because you’re not in a classroom setting doesn’t mean you don’t pursue
education.”
He used this theory to expand the possibilities of continuing summer education
beyond reading. Baudendistel said that
continued learning throughout life takes
place through other mediums than novels.
“If what we’re we’re after is developing
lifelong learners, … why not watch a certain
movie or go see a certain exhibit at the art
museum,” said Baudendistel. “I would like
to see a department not only pick a book,
but pick whatever (medium); it may not be
a book.”
Callon said that, should the summer
reading program be altered to the point of
no longer mandating a second book over
the summer, the English department would
probably consider going back to two summer reading books, assigned by class, each
summer should the program be dropped.
“Reading is the single most important
lifelong learning skill,” said Corley. “If you
want to encourage somebody to learn their
entire lives, encourage them to read widely,
read broadly, read deeply, read a lot. The
more we can foster that habit, the better off
our graduates will be.”

DOWNS
(from 3)
from second lieutenant to major, expects to
remain in Cambridge for a few more years
before being reassigned to a staff job.
“We go where they send us. It could be
Florida, Washington, D.C., who knows?” he
said.
“The most rewarding things (about serving in the Air Force) are missions like the
one we did last year. Anything you can do
to make a difference, whether it’s dropping
supplies or finding someone who’s missing.
That’s why we’re out here.”
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rewrite the script several times on set. This
means that there will not only be a deterioration in the number of films released, but
also most likely a deterioration in quality of
those that are released.
The strike is quite scary for the entire
industry, as some of the audience it loses
during the strike may not come back when
it ends, as was the case in 1988. A key difference this time, said Gunn, is that the
strike has come in the middle of the season
for many shows, which could mean the loss
of a larger portion of the audience. Also,
with alternate entertainment sources such
as YouTube on the rise, this is an especially
important concern.
“There’s not a lot of hit shows right now,”

A

News
said Albers. He added that the industry “can’t
afford to have this break in production.”
The strike’s length is still a large question
mark for the SLUH alumni in the entertainment business, as all speculation is coming
only from the myriad rumors flying around
the industry.
“I think we would accept the first fair
offer we got,” said Gunn, “But I kind of feel
like this could last a while, this could last
several months.”
Albers said he feels he has been very
lucky in his career and does not feel too
threatened financially by the strike. He said
the bargaining is about the Minimum Basic
Agreement (MBA), which sets the lowest
percentage writers can be paid. The head
writers often make more than what is man-
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s the student-run newspaper of St.
Louis University High School, the
Prep News is a weekly publication that
strives to inform the SLUH community
about events and people, with its focus on
those pertaining to the school, primarily
through the written word.
The Prep News is neither the voice of
the administration nor the students. Rather,
the newspaper serves to gather and distribute
information for the entire school. The Prep
News editors and staff members make every
effort to be objective in their news coverage
and editing.
The organizational structure of the Prep
News differs slightly from that of recent
years. This year the Prep News has one
editor in chief, one sports editor, and one
features editor. The members of the editorial staff are co-workers and share equally
the duties of writing, copy-editing, layout,
and staff management. All of the editors
share responsibility and leadership of the
paper. The editors are supported by a core
staff of regular reporters, who are frequently
underclassmen.
It is the role of the editors to seek out
and facilitate the reporting of all significant
news at SLUH. While any faculty member
or student is welcome to submit suggestions
for potential articles, the Prep News is never
obligated to publish any article idea; the editors reserve the right to deem any potential

article un-newsworthy and retain it from
publication for this or any other reason.
Our primary emphasis as editors of the
Prep News is upon clear and accurate writing
and careful editing. But we do attempt to include some visual expression—photography,
drawing, technical aids, etc.—in every issue.
Despite our desire to make the paper visually
appealing, we commit ourselves not to allow
form to supersede substance.
The Prep News strongly encourages
underclassman involvement, and our office
on the second floor of the Jesuit Wing, room
J220, is always open for involvement, criticism, praise, or suggestions. Without student
reaction and feedback, the Prep News could
not function.
If the Prep News is inaccurate, we will
try to correct any significant error in the
following issue.
Furthermore, the editors assume sole
responsibility for the text of news and sports
articles, features, and editorials. We encourage faculty or students who take issue with
the manner in which the news was reported
or find an error to bring it to the attention of
the editors, not the individual reporters.
This is the platform of the editors of
Volume LXXII of the Prep News.
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dated by the MBA, but they are still fighting
for those who make exactly the MBA. This
group of writers, unfortunately, is also the
group that will suffer the most from the strike.
The average career of a writer is about five
years, so the lack of income during the strike
could be crippling to them.
“They will never make that (time) up,”
said Albers.
According to Albers, the amount writers
are paid can be seen as even more of a pittance
when compared to a studio’s income.
“If we can’t get them to treat us fairly
when they’re boasting about billion dollar
profits, we’re never going to get them to treat
us fairly,” he said.

St. Louis’s
only weekly
high school
newspaper
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by Matt Bettonville
Friday, November 9
Schedule R
College Reps:
St. Louis Univ.
Investment Club Meeting
Mix-It-Up Lunch
K-12 Submission
Cashbah Sneak Peak
Nick Lachey’s Birthday
IM-Basketball-Jr.
FB State Quarterfinal @ Mehlville 7pm
SW @ State Meet (at Rec-Plex)
HOC vs. Priory (at Affton Rink) 8pm
Curly Fries, Spicy Chicken

Around the Corner

Saturday, November 10
SOC State Quarterfinal @ Soccer Park,
8pm
SW State Meet @ Rec-Plex
Sunday, November 11
KEEN 11:30am-4:30pm
Monday, November 12
Schedule B1 (8:00 HR)

Calendar

Sisyphus Editors Meeting
FB Banquet (tentative)
HOC @ Parkway West @ Chesterfield
Rink, 7:50pm
Crab Rangoon, Fried Rice, Egg Rolls
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Nov. 9 - Nov. 16
College Reps:
Creighton Univ.
Univ. of Missouri-St. Louis
Cheese Sticks, Pasta Con Broccoli, Cheese
Garlic Bread

*Lunch menu subject to change.

Tuesday, November 13
Schedule B2 (9:15 HR)
RB1 vs. CBC @ Vetta Concord 3:30pm
RB2 @ Kirkwood @ Vetta Hampshire,
3:30pm
JV1-RB1 vs. CBC @ Vetta Concord,
3:30pm
JV1-RB2 @ Kirkwood @ Vetta
Hampshire, 3:30pm
Bosco Sticks, Grilled Steak and Onion
Sandwiches
Wednesday, November 14
Schedule R
100th Anniversary of Fr. Pedro Arrupe’s
Birthday
Sr. Nov. Kairos meeting
Fresh. English Tutorial

Thursday, November 15
Junior Retreat Meeting
College Reps:
Centre College
Rockhurst Univ.
Pizza Sticks, Tony’s and Lil’ Charlie’s
Pizza
Friday, November 16
Schedule L-Homeroom at 8:50am
Father/Son Liturgy 7:30am
Dauphin Players Production: Child’s Play
7:30pm
FB @ State Semifinal
SOC @ State Semifinal
HOC @ Vianney @ South County Rink
9:30pm
Cookies, Chicken Wraps

chewy
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though we used it as a motivation throughout
the rest of the season.”
Although the Jr. Bills dedicated the
rest of the season to Chris’s memory, they
had trouble getting wins. After a loss to Ft.
Zumwalt West, the DarthVaderbills found
themselves in an 0-3 hole with only six games
remaining in the season.
Fortunately, captains Mayberger, Cruz,
Joey Gorla, and Kevin McAuliffe would not
let their team give up hope. Before the Jr.
Bills’ games against Francis Howell Central
and DeSmet, Mayberger and Cruz prepared
slideshows to get the team’s spirits up. This
technique must have worked, because the Jr.
Bills went 3-0 when powerpoint presentations were shown before games.
The team, however, still struggled to finish games, losing to CBC in the last minute.
The end of the season was bittersweet for
the team, who finished their six games 4-2,
but had a final record of 4-5. In their last
six games, the Jr. Bills beat Francis Howell
Central, DeSmet, Lindbergh, and Vianney
but lost to CBC and Ritenour.
“I don’t think our record was very indicative of how talented the team was this

year,” said head coach David Barton. “We
had three last-minute losses which were very
discouraging, but I think this group is going
to have some definite talent to send to the
varsity next year.”
The most extraordinary game of the year
for the Jr. Bills was their final game of the
season against Vianney, which the players
dubbed “The Miracle on Oakland Avenue.”
Although the BetweenAandCBills were up
at halftime, the lead slipped out of their grasp
in the second half.
Trying to make a last-minute rally,
Mayberger was intercepted with 50 seconds
left in the game. With all hope drained, the
Jr. Bills were almost ready to admit defeat,
when, as Barton called it, “divine intervention” occurred. Instead of kneeling the ball
to end the game, the Griffins ran the ball
and fumbled it. The fumble, caused by Pat
Donovan and recovered by Zach Gima, gave
the team 43 seconds, three timeouts, and good
field position. The Jr. Bills marched down
the field to score on Tom Bobak’s touchdown
run.
With momentum back on the Jr. Bills’
side, the game was sealed by Mike Riddering’s interception with two seconds left,

leading the Jr. Bills to a 21-17 win.
“The last game was something that I
had never seen before,” said coach Barton.
“It was a miracle ending, and it will be one
of the games that I know the players will
remember forever and I will never forget it
either.”
The defense, led by captains Gorla and
McAuliffe, was nothing short of dominant
in the Jr. Bills’ game against Vianney and
was a point of pride for the Jr. Bills as the
season went on.
“I thought that we progressed as the
season went on,” said Gorla. “We struggled
against Chaminade and CBC, but at the end
of the season against Vianney the defense
held up strong. The coaches helped us out
with our technique and tackling form, and
we learned to grow together through the
coaching.”
The offense began to progress as the
season went on as well. Wide receiver Jake
Fechter became a favorite target of quarterbacks Mayberger and Riddering, catching at
least one touchdown pass in each of the last
six games of the season.

