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SLUH to adopt web site content filters
Kevin Casey
Core Staff

H

ard-core online gamers and infrequent Facebookers alike will soon
see policy changes concerning their Internet use. The technology department,
along with the administration, has decided
to adopt a web site content filter to restrict
certain non-educational websites and
completely block others before and during
school hours.
“Any technology we have here is
purchased and intended for some kind of
academic purpose,” said computer systems
manager Jonathan Dickmann. “Our goal is
in no way to block any of those academic
pursuits. It’s easy to waste a lot of time or
avoid what you’re supposed to be doing, and
that’s by no means the school’s mission—to

provide distraction.”
A content filtering software previews the
web site a student is requesting to visit before
allowing that student to access it if the site’s
content is deemed acceptable. The qualities
that determine what is and is not acceptable
will be determined by the administration.
Certain sites, such as Facebook.com,
MySpace.com, and AddictingGames.com,
will be blocked completely from users, while
other sites, such as YouTube.com, will only be
filtered based on the acceptability of the files
students are attempting to access within the
site. However, the majority of sites restricted
before and during school hours, including
activity period, will be accessible to users
after school.
“The current plan is basically looking
at the sites that were heavily used, (and)
photo by will hartzler

blocking non-educational (sites),” said
Dickmann.
“The decision came that–at least to
some degree–the majority of the Internet
use (during school) was non-educational,”
added network technician John Haefele.
	According to Dickmann and Haefele,
Jr. Bills visited Facebook.com a total of
8,940,087 times from school between March
12 and Dec. 3 of last year, making it the
number one website for student hits. This
number comprised 29 percent of all sites
visited.
	After researching various choices, the
technology department has settled on using
the cost-free DansGuardian as its content
filter. According to its website (www.dansguardian.org), “DansGuardian is designed to

see FACEBOOK-CHECKED, 7

Highway 40
closure easier
than expected
Chris Brennan
Core Staff

S

Jack Berger crashes into the net after dodging two DeSmet defenders on a shorthanded run at
the goal. Berger incredibly managed to poke the puck across the goal line and into the net just
before he knocked the goal out of place. The shorthanded goal completed his hat trick and
sealed a 4-2 win for the Icebills. The win gave SLUH fans the last laugh after a tough loss in the
earlier basketball game between the Jesuit rivals. See articles, pp. 5-6.

t. Louis U. High students have had to
face the new challenge of getting to
school during the Highway 40 shutdown
in the beginning of 2008.
St. Louisans have been planning for and
dreading the shutdown of the major roadway
for months. However, the fears of horrible
traffic jams have not become realities. Commuters’ adaptations have minimalized the
anticipated havoc to a minor inconvenience
so far.
SLUH students have been using alternate
routes, carpools, and mass transportation to

see RASCAL FLATTS, 9
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Car-free days: Metrobills find SLUH looks into
transportation relief on buses, trains missing cameras
Mark Waterman
Reporter

fares. The SLUH bookstore sold 28 of these
passes in the first semester, but has sold 58
he closing of Highway 40 on Jan. 2 already this semester as a direct result of the
has forced many St. Louis U. High Highway 40 situation.
students to find alternate
   Many West County
routes to school. Many of
students who relied on
these Highway 40-reliant
Highway 40 as their main
students have decided to
route have opted for the
give the MetroLink and
157X West County ExMetroBus systems a try
press bus, which has added
rather than risk taking
more buses with the shutmajor arterial roads.
down. The 157X traverses
Students are taking
Clarkson, Clayton, and
advantage of the expanded
Manchester roads before
MetroLink and MetroBus
coming up Big Bend to
service that has been esClayton and stopping
tablished in expectation
right in front of SLUH’s
of increased ridership. Junior Steve Sigman (right) reads on his way Oakland lot.
home on the Metro bus Route 157X.
Many of these students
Junior Andrew Genova
are also taking advantage of the Semester had taken the 157X a few times before, but
Metro System Passes that SLUH sells to began taking it to and from school daily after
students for the reduced rate of $125. The the highway closure. Genova estimated that
passes, which are normally issued to college it takes him about an hour to get to school
students, cover all MetroBus and MetroLink

T
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see METRO, 8

As 40 closes, school extends hours
Chad Carson
Reporter

I

n order to ease the commuting troubles
of the students affected by the closure
of I-64 from Ballas to I-170, the administration has extended the hours of many of
the St. Louis U. High campus hot spots.
	The library’s hours have been extended
from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. along with the rec
room and cafeteria. However, due to little
use, the cafeteria will now be closed at 3
p.m. daily, while the concession stand in the
Danis Lobby will be open to accommodate
student needs.
	Principal Mary Schenkenberg feels that
the extended hours are “a great way to meet
student needs and provide an opportunity for
students to wait out rush hour.” The availability of hot food after school ends gives
students a chance to grab a snack before
they go home, while still allowing families
to have dinner together.
	The extended hours were made possible
by extra money added in the budget at the

end of last year, according to Schenkenberg.
The extended hours were also made possible
by the willingness of the cafeteria and library
staff to work late.
For the first several weeks, so few
students have used the extended hours
that Schenkenberg plans to meet with the
administration towards the end of February
to re-evaluate the situation. Reasons for the
low use include a surprisingly easy commute
for most, even with Highway 40 being shut
down. However some, including sophomore
Ben Castro, felt that the later hours will be
used more when spring sports start on Feb.
25.
	Those few who have used the extended
hours have found them beneficial. Sophomore Charlie Gardner, who commutes with
his brother from St. Charles everyday, has
taken advantage of these hours. Because of
his and his brother’s extracurricular activities,
Gardner has an eleven-hour school day. On
a normal day, he arrives every morning at 7

see ALL NIGHT LONG, 8

Matt Bettonville
Core Staff

C

ameras have been the elusive subjects
of investigations during the last three
weeks at St. Louis U. High. Two cameras, a tripod, and a bag containing camera
batteries and various cables have gone
missing from the KUHI television office.
Photography club moderator Matt Sciuto
likewise reported that a camera and bag
of accessories was missing from the yearbook office.
KUHI club member Andrew Fowler
said that the club has checked with all its
members, but has no information about the
missing cameras. He said that the cameras
were reported missing on Jan. 14, but KUHI
had not broadcast since Jan. 10, so it is uncertain when the equipment went missing.
	Rick Shipley, another KUHI member,
estimated the value of the missing equipment
at around $600. Shipley said that KUHI needs
all their cameras to function normally and
would not have been able to broadcast this
week had one KUHI member not checked
out a camera from the office during the time
the equipment went missing. Shipley said he
considered KUHI lucky that the one remaining camera had a full battery because they
had no way of charging it; the chargers were
among the stolen equipment.
	Principal Mary Schenkenberg said that
theft is one possible explanation for the
cameras’ disappearances, but there is as of
yet no conclusive evidence. She said that any
suspicions or knowledge that may lead to
finding the equipment should be immediately
reported to her or to KUHI moderator Tim
O’Neil.
“It is very concerning,” said Schenkenberg. “(In) five years we have not had
a problem with that equipment, so it’s very
concerning, and we certainly hope the students would be forthright with us.”
	Although Schenkenberg said that the
cameras may never be found, she said that
the matter is being pursued and that any
student help would be crucial.
Sciuto said that the equipment missing
from the yearbook office was last seen on Dec.

see CAMERAS, 8
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Recycling program takes on even greener role
January 17, 2008
Luke Chellis
Reporter

S

teachers Steve Kuensting and Bill Anderson, to decrease the confusion surrounding recywould often be forced to sort
cling.
through the refuse themselves.
	These combined measures
Under the new contract,
are expected to result in as
Veolia Environmental Servicmuch as a 30 percent increase
es—SLUH’s current garbage
in the volume of recycled mahauler—has agreed to provide
terials.
SLUH with the containers
Last week, Veolia deneeded for the new recycling.
livered six 95-gallon green
In exchange, Veolia maintains
recycling containers which
their garbage management conhave been placed at the ends
tract with SLUH, valued at $900
of every hall. Veolia has also
per month, while decreasing the
made cardboard desk containweight and mass on their trucks
ers available for classrooms
and in their landfills.
and department offices, to be
QRS Recycling will collect
used alongside the current blue
the recycling monthly at no
containers and black baskets.
charge, as the company makes a
	Veolia also added a dumpLarge green tubs now adorn
profit on the sale of the recycled the SLUH hallways while signs ster on the Oakland lot and
remind students to recycle
materials.
another at the Berthold gate to
anything that tears.
Under the new contract,
replace the Abitibi dumpster
paper, aluminum, cardboard, and plastic can formerly located at the gate on Berthold, and
all be placed into the same recycling bin, as the dumpster by the theater was increased
QRS has the equipment to sort the products from a six cubic yard container to an eight
see TRIANGLES, 8
at their facilities. This measure is designed
photo by will hartzler

t. Louis U. High has implemented a
new recycling program that hopes to
increase efficiency and volume without
raising costs. Previously, recycling at
SLUH was a convoluted, unofficial system of separate volunteer efforts.
“We’ve had staff here who brought
plastic bottles to different sites around the
St. Louis area (and) hauled cardboard in their
cars to their own home or down to a container
that would actually take those type of things,”
said Director of Facilities Joe Rankin.
	The previous recycling program dealt
solely with paper recycling through the
Abitibi Paper Retriever program. Students
and faculty, while encouraged to place
their paper products in a separate bin, were
essentially left to recycle other products
themselves.
Consequently, many recyclable items
were mixed in with the general waste. A
few dedicated individuals, including science

Jesuit novice W h i l e y o u w e r e o u t :
Taber joins Guidance office makeover
SLUH faculty
Graham Carroll
Reporter

Phil Azar
Reporter

W

hilst walking down the halls of St.
Louis U. High, you might look up
and be face to belly button with a new
member of our SLUH community. Brian
Taber, a 6’ 8” tower, has decided to come
to SLUH on his journey to becoming a Jesuit priest.
Taber grew up in the small town of Blue
Grass, Iowa (population 1200), a town, he
says, of “strong traditional values and where
everyone knows each other.” Taber began
contemplating the vocation of priesthood
while in high school, but was not convinced
until he attended Creighton University. “I
fell in love with (the Jesuits’) charisma, and
how they were still involved in the world,”
says Taber.
Taber is not yet a Jesuit priest. The 25-

see NO. 3 LAWN PL., 7

another.
	The design was done by Christine
tudents returning to St. Louis U. High Ronzio, an interior designer and mother of
after Christmas break may have no- Christian, ‘07, and Julie Merrill, mother of
ticed a new look to the Guidance Center. Paul, ’07, and Ben, ‘09. They donated the
A fresh coat of red
paint and the leathpaint and some new
er chairs, while the
artwork have given
artwork came from
the office a brighter,
SLUH’s collection.
more vibrant look.
	These changes
Department
appear to be the only
Chair Mary Michalski
ones in store for the
said that the guidance
near future.
department had been
	Reaction to the
thinking of ways to
new design has been
“warm up the ofpositive. Michalski
fice.”
said, “Students and
N e w l e a t h e r Alex Whalen, left, and Matt Hencken, right, wait in the faculty love it.”
spiffed up Guidance office.
chairs add to the
Junior Jacob
warmth and create a conversation area, while Maret added, “It definitely feels like an
some other chairs were brought from storage improvement over the previous design …
to give the room more available seating. The I could see myself spending more time
bookshelf was also moved from one wall to there.”

S
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Russians experience American life Quiz bowl duo
Conor Gearin
places second
Reporter
Ben Kim
E
Reporter
T
xchange students from St. Petersburg
Physical-Technical School, St. Petersburg, Russia will end their three-week
stay in St. Louis today. After arriving on
Dec. 27, the students attended a variety
of classes set up for them at St. Louis U.
High, visited a variety of locations in the
St. Louis area, and got to know the families with whom they stayed.
	Russian teacher Robert Chura said that
one of the students’ biggest challenges was
“getting comfortable and used to a foreign
family. They’re thrown into a group of people
that do things differently than they do and
speak a different language.”
	Their trip is mainly an academic event,
and one of the objectives of the trip was to
improve their English. Chura said he also
hopes they “experience the way we live,
and get new perspectives on why we are the
way we are.” The Russians learned about
American history as part of the program,
and even visited court downtown to see our
legal system in action.

	Alumnus Phil Heagney, a circuit judge,
is an acquaintance of senior Nick Dwyer,
who volunteered his household as a host
family. They set the event up, and just as
the students arrived, they witnessed the jury
returning with a verdict and the sentencing of
the defendant. They also saw what is known
as voir dire, the process in which the lawyers
of both parties choose jurors.
	The students also got to see some tourist
attractions, such as the St. Louis Zoo and the
Gateway Arch. The experience was very foreign, and the students spoke honestly about
some of the differences they saw in everyday
life: “Your Metro is very bad; your public
transit is very bad,” said exchange student
Anton Lioznov.
	They also said they were not used to getting up so early. Typically, they would rise at
about 8:00 a.m., but in St. Louis, they were
forced to begin the day as early as 5:25 a.m.
Also, while St. Petersburg is a much larger
city overall, SLUH feels much bigger as far
as the number of people who attend. “It is
not much bigger in size, but there are about

see PUTIN, 8

Diversity Film Series draws crowd

Peter Mackowiak
Core Staff

T

he Diversity Film series’ attendance
drought is over, as last week’s Tuesday and Friday after-school showings of
A Day Without a Mexican drew 10 and 20
students, respectively.
Director of Diversity Robert Evans said
he was pleasantly surprised and excited by
the success. “Timing is definitely key with
these things. I wasn’t sure if it was ideal
to show (the film) during exam week and
senior projects, but judging by the turnout
it worked,” said Evans.
	Evans took the same steps as usual to
promote the gathering, including posting
flyers and using the televised scrolling announcements, and asking teachers to promote
the film. He said one factor that accounted
for about half the students was that some
freshmen were able to earn extra credit for
history class by seeing the film.
A Day without a Mexican is a satirical
mockumentary and fantasy in which all

Latinos in California suddenly disappear.
The film comments on the fallacies of racial
stereotyping, especially the perception that
all Latinos in California are Mexican.
“I thought (the film) was kind of cheesy
in terms of the plot and special effects, but
it was informative, and it raised questions
about the barriers people create,” said junior
David Jones.
	The students’ discussions gravitated towards these racial barriers and how they affect
United States citizens’ views of immigration,
a hot-button issue in this year’s elections. “I
thought the conversation was diverse. When
we have students from different backgrounds
who have unique ideas, it makes for a fruitful
discussion,” said Evans.
Evans said the politically relevant film
generated enough interest that some students
chose to rent the movie and see it on their
own. He hopes this interest will increase
enough that he can move the showings to
the theater.
	The next installment of the Diversity

he St. Louis U. High Quiz Bowl team
placed second in the DeSmet Westminster Tournament on Saturday, Jan. 12.
Math Chair Jean Elliot, the team’s moderator, was worried about the competition.
“It was a very unusual weekend,” said
Elliot.
	Originally, the competition was scheduled to be on Dec. 15, but due to snow, it was
canceled and rescheduled to Jan. 12. This
change though created problems in some of
the team members’ individual plans. Five of
the Quiz Bowl team’s seven members were
either involved in the Honduras Project, a
racquetball tournament, or a math contest,
leaving only seniors Mike Rauschenbach and
Steve Schumacher to compete. Even though
they were undermanned, Rauschenbach
and Schumacher still decided to show so as
to avoid causing problems with the Bowl
match-ups.
“We were really nervous, but we thought
that we would be OK,” said Rauschenbach.
	With just two students, SLUH defeated
five four-member teams: Priory’s second
team, DeSmet’s B Team, Cor Jesu, Visitation, and DeSmet’s first team. In the finals,
Rauschenbach and Schumacher were finally
beaten by Priory’s first team, by just 40
points.
“By that point in the day, I was really
disappointed that we lost. But later, I realized that it was pretty cool that we almost
beat a team of four really smart people,” said
Rauschenbach.
SLUH won second place and both
seniors received individual medals for exceptional performance.
	Elliot said, “Mike and Stephen were
really nervous at the beginning, but they
amazed me with their knowledge and ability.
When we have a full team, we should be really
good. I’m looking forward to districts.”
Film series is scheduled for after school on
April 10. Evans said he will wait in deciding
on a film so that he can “see if the school’s
climate calls for a certain film” from his
current list of possibilities.
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Puckbills win, lose, and draw against MCC foes
January 17, 2008

Matt Beezley
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High hockey club entered the holidays with an opportunity
to become the sole leader of the Metro
Catholic Conference. All they needed was
a win over fellow Jesuit MCC opponent
DeSmet.
	In front of hundreds of fans, junior forward Jack Berger owned the night, leading
the Jr. Bills to a 4-2 victory over the Spartans.
Berger came away with three goals, earning
his third hat trick of the season, good for
second in the league behind Chaminade
forward Bret Gensler. Berger also scored
what could be the most impressive goal of
the season.
	The Kariyabills led DeSmet 3-2 with
minutes left in the final period when they
suffered a penalty, giving their archrivals
an opportunity to equalize. Berger raced
down the middle of the ice alone against two
defenders. Attempting to split the defensemen, he was clipped as he skated by. Flying
through the air in the general direction of the
net, Berger slid the puck between the legs

of the DeSmet goaltender and knocked both
him and the net over just as the puck slid
across the goal line. Both fans and players
alike erupted as Berger got up and headed
to the bench.
	The only goal not scored by Berger came
from senior Ryan Myers, who picked up a
rebound from Colin FitzGerald and shot the
puck on the ice past goaltender Jeff Simpson’s
left pad.
	The SLUH defensive corps was stout as
ever, led by the ever impressive goaltender
Alex Effinger, who allowed two goals on 33
shots and leads the league with 304 saves.
	The Jr. Bills had a slight reprieve from
MCC play over the holidays and climbed
to the No. 3 ranking in the coaches poll, a
season high for the club. They followed the
4-2 victory over DeSmet with wins over
Marquette, 6-3, and Francis Howell North,
4-3. SLUH tied No. 5 Kirkwood 2-2 before
meeting the vengeful CBC Cadets team last
Friday.
	The Jr. Bills unveiled their alternate
jerseys against the Cadets last Friday, much
to the surprise and delight of the large crowd
in attendance. Unfortunately, the Buffalo

Sabres-esque jerseys brought no luck as the
Icebills were shut out for the first time this
season, 2-0.
	The Jr. Bills were outplayed and outshot
from the first drop of the puck. After a scoreless first, CBC scored their first goal in the
second period, and it was all they needed.
They scored again on a two-on-one late in
the third period, as the Jr. Bills put all five
skaters on the offensive to try to generate
shots.
	The Jr. Bills were outshot 37-11 and
stayed in the game only through the outstanding play of senior goaltender Alex Effinger.
Although SLUH was outplayed, they did
not lack in scoring chances. They had two
breakaways and when they did control the
puck, they maneuvered it into the high slot,
but such plays were repeatedly broken up
before the Jr. Bills could get a shot.
“There wasn’t a lot of heart,” Berger
said after the game.
	The team skated to a scoreless tie
against Vianney on Monday night. They
face Chaminade next at 8:15 on Thursday
at Queeny Park.

Bouncybills rebound with three consecutive wins
Mike Ferrell
Reporter

A

fter going 1-3 in the Collinsville
Tournament over Christmas Break,
the St. Louis U. High basketball team regrouped with three consecutive wins at
home against Parkway West, Gibault, and
Ladue.
	The Jr. Bills faced off against the Parkway West Longhorns last Tuesday night at
SLUH, and the game opened with a tight first
quarter. SLUH led only by two points at the
end of the opening quarter, but they widened
their lead to go into halftime up 28-18.
	In the second half, SLUH tried to expand
their lead, but the Longhorns wouldn’t go
down easily. In a rather quiet SLUH gym,
the few fans from both sides awoke in the
fourth quarter as the game became closer.
	In what became a free throw shootout, SLUH held off Parkway West as they
knocked down big shots from the foul line.
Jr. Bills sophomore captain Tim Cooney and
senior Andy Hill went 5 of 6 and 3 of 4 from

the foul line, respectively, and the whole team performance with 13 points, but he was
was able to make their free throws. In the outscored by fellow sophomore Mike Butler,
who hit three shots from
52-44 victory, Cooney led
beyond the arc and finthe team with 17 points and
ished with 15 points.
4 assists, but Jr. Bill Luis
Although the team
Soffner also had a strong
played very well, a knee
game with 10 points and 4
injury to forward Luis
assists of his own.
Soffner put a damper on
Next up were the
the win.
Gibault Hawks on Friday
Cooney came out on
night as the U. High squad
fire Tuesday night, scorlooked to build on their
ing 13 of the first 17 points
recent win.
for SLUH as the Jr. Bills
	Although there were
took on Ladue at home.
few home fans because of
Ladue played competithe SLUH-CBC hockey
tively the whole game, but
game the same night, the Jr.
SLUH’s free throw shots
Bills still played with a lot
helped them pull out a
of intensity during an easy
60-50 victory. Cooney
59-34 win over Gibault.
Gibault hung around in Senior Andy Hill (right) finds a way around finished the game with 21
the first quarter, but the DeSmet’s close mark. The varsity had less points, Eric Devlin scored
luck as SLUH fell to their Jesuit rivals.
17, and Darrin Young had
Jr. Bills dominated the
Hawks in the other three quarters, outscor- 12 points of his own in the win.
see OUTSCORING SLU, 10
ing them 46-24. Cooney had another strong
photo by zac boesch
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Archangelbills vanquish Devils, continue streak
Spencer Rusch
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High Racquetball team
earned its second sweep of the year on
Jan. 8, moving to 5-0 on the season and
dropping the two-year-old Chaminade
Red Devils varsity to 0-5.
	Andrew Zack started the day off with the
Racquetbills’ best performance. Zack made
sure to keep focus, which can be difficult to
do against an easier opponent. Zack rolled
quickly over fellow No. 6 Tom Balestreri,
15-1, 15-1.
“Zack played some blistering racquetball,” said head coach Joe Koestner. “It was
probably his best game of the year.”
Next Matt Vonderheide and Anthony
Bess looked to stay perfect against Chaminade’s Matt Migneron and Chris PeConga.
The game began close with an 8-7 start, but
team Vonderbess pulled away, winning 15-8,
15-3.
“I don’t know what happened in the
first game,” said Bess, “but we were able to
straighten things out pretty quickly.”
Junior Kevin Kissel had the only seem-

ingly close match of the day. He disposed of
Chaminade’s No. 5 Matt Ruzicka quickly in
the first game. Kissel kept most of his shots
low and away from his opponent, but in the
second game Kissel slacked. Most shots were
at waist level and right in the middle of the
court. However, Kissel was able to pull out
the win 15-3, 15-11.
“After the easy win in the first, I just
got really lazy,” said Kissel. “I don’t know
what happened.”
No. 4 Paul Marsek posted a strong
performance against the Red Devils’ Will
Fikes. Marsek’s game often hinges on how
well he can hit his pinch shot, and against
Chaminade he played it extremely well. He
rolled quickly 15-1, 15-4.
Joe Hoffman made a few silly mistakes,
but eventually took down CCP’s Charlie
Ferretti 15-4, 15-6.
Junior Spencer Rusch looked good
against fellow No. 3 Reid Merlotti. It seemed
Rusch couldn’t miss, taking the first 24 points
of the match before skipping the ball on his
opponent’s serve. Rusch went on to win 15-0,
15-5.

“I’m not going to lie,” said Rusch, “I
really wanted that double donut (shutout).
I just needed to win quickly so I could go
home and study physics!”
	Ray Godefroid faced off against Stephen
Keller, who was the epitome of hit-the ballas-hard-as-I-can racquetball. Godefroid is
familiar with this sort of play and dealt the
CCP No. 3 seed a 15-5, 15-5 loss.
“It was another rout for us against
Chaminade,” said Koestner, “but we will
expect more of a challenge from the SLUH
Varsity II.”
	The SLUH Varsity I and II teams squared
off on the Tuesday the 15th. The Varsity I
team moved to 6-0 and the Varsity II team
dropped to 2-4. Despite what the 6-1 final
score might suggest, the match was very
competitive.
	The two teams both wanted to make
statements moving into the second half of
the season. The Varsity I team wanted to
prove they could not be stopped on their roll
towards a state title, and Varsity II wanted to
show they are better than what their record

see SAINT, 9

Grapplers endure tournament setbacks

Sam Burton
Reporter

H

ave you ever heard the theory that
every person has a twin somewhere
in the world? The St. Louis U. High wrestling team does have a twin: the St. Louis
Rams.
	Both teams set out to accomplish a lot
this season, but neither team has had the
season that many anticipated, mainly because
of changes in the lineup.
	Wrestling team manger Kris Holmes
has not written down the same lineup twice
this season. It is a constant shuffle of players
from meet to meet. From injuries to academic
constraints, the team is missing a lot of players that were expected to contribute.
“We have had our ups and downs,” said
captain James Barton.
Holmes agreed with Barton: “I think
that we were down but since the Spartan,
we have been heading up as a team.”
	The Spartan is one of three tournaments
the team has competed in since the beginning of the New Year, the other two being

the Vianney Tournament and last weekend’s Tournament. The team received a somewhat
Rockwood Summit Tournament. A lot of surprising boost from sophomore Andrew
excellent wrestling teams attend each of Danter’s fifth-place finish.
Jr. Bills have fared reathese competitions. The Jr.
sonably well in all of the
Bills finished in the middle
tournaments this year, but
of the pack in all three
they have struggled in the
tournaments, getting solid
dual meets. The team sufproduction from different
fered another very close
wrestlers.
defeat earlier this month,
	In the Spartan, Barton
losing to MICDS, 41-37.
finished second. Quietly
If there is one major
wrestling a very imprespositive from the lineup
sive season, Barton has
changes, it is the experiearned a record of 30-6,
ence underclassmen are
finishing second in every
gaining. Danter, along
tournament except a fifth
with fellow sophomores
place finish last weekend
George Staley and Peter
at Rockwood Summit.
Everson, have had very
	In the Vianney Tourproductive seasons.
nament, the team finished
Senior James Barton (right) lifts his
The Jr. Bills still have
fourth out of eight, led by opponent
at the Vianney Tournament
a first place finish by captain Jan. 5. Barton went on to place 2nd. a couple of opportunities this
season. Their next match is Senior Night
Ken Homan.
Last weekend the team finished ninth out tonight against Chaminade in the final home
of sixteen teams at the Rockwood Summit meet of the season.
photo by zac boesch
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Facebook-checked
(from 1)
be completely flexible and allows (users) to
tailor the filtering to (their) exact needs. The
default settings are geared towards what a
primary school might want, but DansGuardian puts (users) in control of what (they) want
to block.”
The filter does not merely include a list
of specific web sites to be blocked, but it also
allows the controller to adjust standards.
Web site filtering at SLUH has been
considered in past years, but administrators
have only recently decided to implement it.
“We felt it was important to have a philosophy developed around (filtering),” explained
Principal Mary Schenkenberg. “I think the
philosophy here is to find God in all things
… We want to—as much as possible—help
our young men understand how to ethically
and responsibly use the technology that they
have.”
For several years, SLUH technology
staff members have been attending an annual
October conference comprised of technology coordinators at Jesuit high schools
throughout the region. Haefele said that at
these conferences content filtering was often
a subject of discussion, but not until recently
had he and the other technology staff felt
they had sufficient time to dedicate to the
project. No specific incident influenced the
decision, which has been in the process of
consideration for several years.
“We’re not implementing this because
all the other schools are doing it or it looks
like it’s fun,” said Dickmann. “We’re doing
it because we’ve analyzed what’s gone on
here, we’ve heard some other schools have
had some success, and we think that educationally it’s the best course of action.”
	Once the administration decided they
were going to start filtering web sites, the
Technology Committee, co-chaired by
economic teacher Peggy Pride and math
teacher Dan See, formed an open committee
to discuss exactly what would be filtered.
“Our goal was not to decide whether
or not we were going to filter. It was plain
we were going to filter seriously offensive
sites that were pornographic or violent,”
explained See. “We wanted to talk a little
bit about MySpace and Facebook and decide
whether or not to allow access.”
	The voluntary committee consisted of
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See, computer teacher Tim Rittenhouse,
history teacher Tim O’Neil, science teacher
Tim O’Keefe, and theology teacher Allen
Boedeker.
“We’ve really tried to lean in the direction of more freedom as opposed to less,” said
See. “We’ve really kind of bucked the trend
in schools, even Jesuit schools, for filtering,
because we felt very strongly about trying
to get students to assume responsibility, and
I think the feeling was we were at a point
in time where we had to do some filtering.
I don’t think you’ll find people here in the
technology area are big advocates of filtering.”
	The discussion committee consisted
of no student input whatsoever, mainly
because of time constraints. According to
See, the committee planned to consult students, but the period between forming the
committee and the startup goal of Monday,
which included Christmas break and exams,
prevented student input. However, the committee plans to seek student feedback in the
future as they continue to assess the content
filter.
Students are already showing disdain
towards the new content filter policy. “I
think it takes away our own free decision
as students and our individual choices,” said
junior Steve Sigman.
“I don’t agree with it at all,” added
freshman Joe Dienstbach, saying that sites
like Facebook.com allow students to communicate socially with each other. Other
students reiterated that fact, arguing that
they should be allowed to do what they want
during activity period, even if that includes
online gaming.
Parents viewed content filtering in a
different light. “I consider this good news,
because it’s showing respect for the students,”
said Theresa Archer, parent of sophomore
Patrick Archer. “It’s being realistic with what
is out there today, and so out of respect for
the students we want to make sure that they
have access to the information they need but
are not unnecessarily bombarded with or
exposed to things that will really take away
their human dignity.
“I think there’s a misunderstanding of
really the concept of freedom,” she continued.
“You’re most free when you choose what’s
in line with your human dignity ... so for the
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school to offer guidance on what protects
that freedom and that dignity, I think it’s
very consistent with the Jesuit mission.”
“If there’s student protests we can certainly understand that,” said See. “I would
invite, if students really do feel strongly about
it, that they contact one of the technology
committee members or one of the technology
staff and arrange for times where we can hear
them out. We’re not necessarily going to do
what they say, but we value their input. We
take it seriously, and we think about it, in
light of everything we do.”

no. 3 lawn pl.
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year-old still has nine years until he can
be ordained, and is currently in his second
year as a novice. During a novice’s second
year, it is customary for him to
conduct a Long
Experiment, in
which he lives
in a Jesuit community, eats Jesuit food, wears
Jesuit clothes,
and works in a
Jesuit composite
for five months
to get a better Brian Taber, n.S.J., came to
SLUH for his Novitiate, a part
feel for how the of his formation for priesthood.
order operates.
	Taber chose SLUH for his Long Experiment because it has a renowned reputation at
Creighton. “I chose SLUH because it has a
strong Catholic identity, good academics and
a sense of brotherhood,” said Taber. Alumni
Sean Powers ’05, Shane Mulligan ’06, and
Joe Wotawa ’06, whom he befriended at
Creighton, introduced him to SLUH.
	Taber will assist in Latin, theology and
Global History classes during his five months
at SLUH. Taber will also be chaperoning the
upcoming Pro-Life march and will be on hand
for retreats. While he may seem busy, Taber
still has time to kick back, enjoy a bratwurst
and watch his beloved Cubs (obviously not in
October). Taber also welcomes any students
who wish to just have a chat; you can usually
find him in the Campus Ministry Office or
by simply looking up.
photo by zac boesch
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cubic yard container.
	In an effort to eliminate further confusion
and contamination, the recycling containers
in the cafeteria have been fitted for the recycling of only plastic bottles and aluminum
cans.
“Probably the only thing in the cafeteria
will be bottles and maybe cans. Anything
that’s contaminated with food, we can’t
recycle. So your paper plates just need to
go in the regular trash,” said Anderson.
	Paper products in contact with liquid
spills are not considered contaminated items.
Nevertheless, objects in contact with perishable food products are unacceptable.
Several measures have been employed to
inform the community about the new project,
said Anderson, the unofficial publicity commissioner for the recycling initiative.
Junior STUCO members made a trailer
that ran Tuesday during homeroom before
the news. The trailer featured a skateboarding hero coming to deliver the recycling
message and motivate the students to use
the new system. Also, a multi-slide scrolling
announcement featuring a Billiken slowly
turning a shade of green aired to advertise
the cause.
	Anderson said the method for recycling
collection will change slightly too: “The
homeroom bins that used to be just for paper
(can now be used for) paper, plastic, and
aluminum. … We want each homeroom to
be responsible for their little bin, so everyday I’d like somebody to take charge of it,
to just walk (their bin) down to the end of
the corridor, dump it into the green bin, and
go back to homeroom. It should take them
about 30 seconds.”
“We’ve put stickers and communication
out there so that people would do the right
thing,” said Rankin. “We can all make the
conscious effort to do the right thing the first
time.”

all night long
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a.m. and does not leave until 6 p.m.
“The extended hours for the cafeteria
adds another good place to do homework
and chat,” said Gardner. He added that since
students are able to go elsewhere, the library
is much quieter and easier to study in.
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in the morning from Clarkson Road versus
an hour and a half to get home during rush
hour.
	As to which method of transportation he
prefers, Genova said, “The bus is slower, but
you don’t have the responsibility of having
people in your car. You can sleep and talk
to your friends.”
	 Sophomore Andy Johnson has also recently begun taking the 157X bus to school.
Johnson boards the bus at 6:30 a.m. at Clayton
and 141 and arrives at SLUH around 7:20
a.m. Having taken the bus for a few weeks,
Johnson says that he prefers driving because
it is more comfortable and takes less time.
Freshman Will McManus, who took the
157X from Clayton Road even before the
shutdown, said that there has been a dramatic
increase in the number of SLUH students on
his bus. He estimates that while there were
only five or six students on the bus before the
shutdown, there are now about twenty.
Junior Alex Smittle, also a long time
MetroLink rider, takes the train from North
County to the Central West End stop. Smittle
acknowledged that the trains have been more
crowded lately, but he said doesn’t mind.
Smittle said that no matter what the road
situation is, MetroLink would continue to
be his chosen transportation. “It’s cheaper
than gas,” he said.
Freshman Ted Wight has begun taking the Shrewsbury Line of the MetroLink
instead of Highway 40. Wight boards at the
Clayton station, rides the train to the Central

cameras
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27. He said that the missing bag contained
a camera, lens, and memory cards, together
valued at an estimated $1,000.
“We don’t know what happened to
it,” said Sciuto. He said that the office was
definitely locked the night the equipment
went missing, but the next morning when
he came in the bag was no longer where he
had left it.
“We really work hard to build up our
(stock of) cameras,” said Scuito. “We get
money through taking pictures and getting
reimbursed, and it’s really disheartening …
that we lost that camera.”
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West End, and takes the 59 Shaw Kirkwood
bus to SLUH. Wight said that he does not
mind taking the Metro. He said that for him,
the time it takes to get to school “is pretty
much the same.”
Metro measures its ridership on a monthly basis and so does not yet have definitive
figures for how the highway shutdown is affecting numbers. However, Lance Peterson,
Director of Service Planning at Metro, said
that ridership has increased by 2.6 million
in the last six months, an increase of about
ten percent.
“Just by looking today you can tell (ridership after the shutdown) is up,” Peterson
said.
	Peterson said that although MetroBus
has had larger than usual crowds on some
routes and has faced traffic issues on Lindbergh and Clayton Roads, buses have been
“extremely efficient” overall.
	In conjunction with the Highway 40
shutdown, MetroLink commissioned around
30 old buses to help relieve pressure on certain routes. “We’ve been extremely pleased
with most of our routes running on time,”
Peterson said.
Traffic after the Highway 40 shutdown
has not been as bad as expected, and part of
the relief is due to Metro’s efficiency and
increased ridership. SLUH students, with the
help of SLUH’s Semester Pass program and
centralized location, seem to be contributing
a sizable portion of these new riders.

putin
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five times as many students,” said exchange
student Nikita Ofitserov.
	The Russians will be hosts when St.
Louis U. High students head for a three-week
stay in St. Petersburg over the summer.
	This program has brought a drastic
change in Chura’s schedule as well. Chura,
SLUH’s only Russian teacher, said he has
been busy managing the exchange group in
addition to his normal classes. However, he
does appreciate the assistance he’s received
lately from other staff.
“I do get a lot of help,” he said. “There
are a lot of faculty members who give up
their free periods and extra time to help (with
the Russian language class). If I didn’t, (the
program) would just be impossible.
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help alleviate traffic problems as they come
from across the St. Louis area.
So far, the Missouri Department of
Transportation (MODOT) views St. Louisans
responses to traffic concerns as a success.
Many people feared that Monday, Jan. 1,
would be a day of gridlock and congestion
of apocalyptic proportions on major roadways because workers and students would
be heading back to their jobs and schools
after Christmas break. The roads remained
free of any major problems; according to
MODOT’s website, “The interstates were
moving well with no more than normal
congested spots.” MODOT acknowledged
increased traffic on alternate routes such as
Manchester Rd. but in subsequent postings
of their twice daily post-rush 1-64 regional
traffic briefing it praised commuters for
changing their schedules and trying others
modes of transportation to and from work
or school.
SLUH students have adapted to the
new traffic situation in order to get to school
on time, and the school has implemented a
new schedule with activity period before
homeroom, adaptations that have drastically
reduced the number of tardies each day. Preliminary numbers of tardies per day during
the new schedule have averaged between
two and five tardies per day. Despite the
fact that tardiness may be reduced because
of the lack of seniors, Administrative Assistant to the Assistant Principal for Student
Affairs Marla Maurer said that in contrast to
normal tardiness of around 20-30 a day, the
low numbers are “unbelievable.”
Many students affected by the Highway
40 shutdown have been getting up earlier to
avoid rush times on major roadways. Matthew Genova lives in Chesterfield and gets
on the 157-X Metro bus just after 6 a.m. each
morning. He gets dropped off right across
from SLUH on Oakland Ave. around 7 a.m.
and believe the system is very worthwhile.
St. Charles resident junior Jake Hughes
leaves home very early to avoid traffic.
Hughes leaves at 6:00 in the morning and
takes the still open western portion of Highway 40 to 270, where he heads south on to
Highway 44 and its Kingshighway exit. He
arrives at around 6:40 every morning and
either takes his zero-hour class or naps on
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the couch at the end of junior hallway.
Fellow junior and St. Charlesian Dan
Zink used to take Page to 270 to 40 to get to
school, and has minimized the changes in his
route by continuing on Page to 170, which
becomes the western-most entrance to 40
after the shutdown area. Zink has always left
early to get to school but now leaves a little
bit earlier to accommodate his changed route
even though he says the traffic on the open
part of 40 “hasn’t been as bad as before.”
Junior Mike Miller has also benefited
from getting on 40 at 170. “There has been
no traffic,” he said.
Sophomore John Barrett, who lives near
Kirkwood and Ladue, has dealt with more
traffic while taking Manchester on his way to
school. Barrett acknowledges that although
now he might arrive a little bit later, how
fast he gets to school “really depends on the
lights.”
Freshman Stephen Seyer lives in Creve
Coeur and normally took Highway 40 to
school before the shutdown. His carpool now
takes Clayton Rd. east into the city at 6:30
a.m. and arrives at school at 7 a.m. Seyer
echoed Barrett’s observations of Manchester,
saying that traffic has been “more than normal, but not a lot.”
Traffic on Highway 44 has also increased
since the shutdown of other major east-west
interstate 40, but experienced 44 driver Neil
Backer says his travel has not been affected.
Backer normally picks up his Glendale
carpool at 7:10 a.m. and makes it to school
in twenty minutes. He feels that generally
the five lanes of 44 and other adaptations
have worked in accommodating the extra
traffic.
City-dweller and math teacher Frank
Corley has been encouraged by the shutdown’s success thus far. He strongly advocates mass transportation options and said
traffic was not bad when he took trips into
the county such as coming back from taking
his son to school in Kirkwood. Corley said
he was even tempted by the thought, “Maybe
we don’t need Highway 40 at all.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

—KUHI-TV is looking for new staff members
for the spring semester. If you are interested in
joining, please see Mr. O’Neil.
—Inline Hockey is starting! Mr. O’Neil is looking
for more players for the inline hockey team for the
spring. See him in the social studies office.

Saint
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might suggest. They could be 4-2 instead of
2-4 if it were not for close losses to DeSmet
and Kirkwood.
	The match actually started on Monday
night at a team practice at Vetta Hampshire
where the doubles team battled for league
supremacy. Varsity I’s Matt Vonderheide
and Anthony Bess fought Varsity II’s Junior
Andrew Connor and Tim Rudolph. Both
teams were 5-0 entering the match, so the
winner would seem to have an easy path to
a No. 1 seed in the state tournament.
	It seemed Team Condolph came out with
a chip on their shoulder as no one was giving
them much of a shot at the powerful Team
Vonderbess. Connor’s serve was particularly
good in the first game, and along with some
key kill shots from Rudolph, Team Condolph
was able to squeak out a 15-14 win. But in
the second game, there were many frantic
rallies in the frontcourt between Rudolph and
Bess, before an ace from Vonderheide iced
the game for the Varsity I boys, 15-13.
	But in the tiebreaker, it was all Connor.
With a series of good serves and down-theline passes, Team Condolph rolled 11-2,
moving to a perfect 6-0 on the season.
	As the game continued on Tuesday at
its scheduled time, Varsity II made it clear
that they would not go down quietly.
	Varsity I’s Spencer Rusch took on fellow
No. 3 Andrew Lickenbrock. Lickenbrock
went toe to toe with Rusch in the first half of
the game, forcing him to take many difficult
shots which Rusch often skipped. The score
was 8-8 before Rusch really took a strong
hold on the match. He was able to neutralize
Lickenbrock’s speed with frequent down-theline passes. Rusch added a win for Varsity I
by a score of 15-8, 15-3.
Juniors John Duchardt and Kevin Kissel battled at the No. 5 seed. Duchardt’s
little “dink shots” seemed to be dying in the
frontcourt just as he likes, leaving Kissel
bewildered. Duchardt squeezed out the first
game 15-14, but eventually Kissel muscled
out an 11-7 win for Varsity I to keep his
perfect season alive.
No. 4 seeds Paul Marsek and Brad
Tharpe faced off in what was a matchup
of quite opposites. Marsek likes to pound
the ball and stick to his pinch shots while
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by Matt Bettonville
Lunch Menu Note: Activity period snacks will
still be served, but have not been announced
in advance due to the special schedule.
Thursday, January 17
Special Schedule
Senior Kairos Retreat
Senior Pallotine Retreat
IM-Movie Trivia-Soph./Junior
CB-BB @ Jennings 4:30pm
WR vs. Chaminade 6pm
JV-WR vs. Chaminade 6pm
C-WR vs. Chaminade 6pm
HOC @ Chaminade (at Queeny Rink)
8:15pm
JV2-RB1 @ Parkway West (at Jewish
Comunity Center) 3:30pm
JV3-RB1 @ Parkway West (at Jewish
Community Center) 3:30pm
Breadsticks, Papa John’s Pizza

Calendar

BB @ St. Mary’s 5:30pm
B-BB @ St. Mary’s 7pm
CW-BB @ St. Mary’s 4pm
CW-BB @ Chaminade Tourney
WR @ MICDS Tourney 10am
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*Lunch menu subject to change.

Sunday, January 20
Pro-Life Trip (through Jan. 23)
CB-BB @ Oakville Tourney
JV-HOC @ Vianney (at Affton Rink)
7:45pm
Monday, January 21
No Classes
Orange Shirt Monday
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
Junior Whitehouse Retreat
CW-BB @ Chaminade Tourney
HOC vs. CBC (at Affton Rink) 9:15pm

Saturday, January 19
Diversity Family Night 4-6pm

Tuesday, January 22
Schedule R
Junior Whitehouse Retreat
STUCO Fresh. Elections
Rosary In Chapel
IM-Movie Trivia-Fresh.
BB vs. Gateway 4:30pm
B-BB vs. Gateway 6pm
WR @ DeSmet 7pm
JV-WR @ DeSmet 7pm
C-WR @ DeSmet 7pm
RB1 vs. DeSmet (at Vetta Concord)
3:30pm
RB2 @ CBC (at Vetta Hampshire) 3:30pm

outscoring slu
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Friday, January 18
No Classes
Faculty In-Service
Senior Kairos Retreat
Senior Pallotine Retreat
BB vs. CBC 5:30pm
B-BB vs. CBC 7pm
CB-BB vs. CBC 4pm
WR @ MICDS Tourney 4pm

(from 5)
“Tim carried us through the first quarter
and we never looked back,” said senior Andy
Hill.
“It’s a streak. We’ll take it,” said
Cooney.
	The Jr. Bills play CBC on Friday night
and St. Mary’s on Saturday night. Friday’s
game against CBC is at home at 7 p.m., and
Saturday’s game is at St. Mary’s, also at 7
p.m.

Please keep Secretary to the
Principal Jan Cotter and her
family in your prayers. Cotter’s
husband Dennis passed away
early Monday morning.
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Tharpe likes to use his speed and finesse to
win games. It seemed that Tharpe’s speed
could not quite contain Marsek’s power.
Marsek kept the ball away from his Varsity
II opponent the whole game as he rolled
15-4, 15-9.
	Andrew Zack struggled early against
Varsity II opponent Peter Bruntrager. Bruntrager kept his knees low and kept the ball
just far away enough from Zack’s lanky body.
Bruntrager won the first 15-11, but Zack
did not falter, wearing down Bruntrager’s
endurance by running him ragged all over
the court. Zack won the second game and
tiebreaker 15-5, 11-3.
	Ray Godefroid won by forfeit because
Pat Probst was on the Kairos retreat, leav-

Jan. 17 - Jan. 25

JV1-RB1 vs. DeSmet (at Vetta Concord)
3:30pm
JV2-RB1 @ CBC (at Vetta Hampshire)
3:30pm
Egg Rolls, Crab Rangoon, and Chicken
	Bites
Wednesday, January 23
Junior Whitehouse Retreat
Investment Club
STUCO Fresh. Elections
ACES/PAL Session 6:30-8pm
Mostaccioli and Breadsticks
Thursday, January 24
STUCO Fresh. Elections
Mix-It-Up Lunch
IM-Movie Trivia-Fresh./Soph./Jr,
CB-BB @ Oakville Tourney
C-WR @ Northwest-House Springs
4:30pm
Papa John’s Pizza
Friday, January 25
Soph. Class Liturgy
STUCO Fresh. Elections
BB @ Jefferson City 5:30pm
B-BB @ Jefferson City 7pm
CB-BB vs. DeSmet 5:30pm
CW-BB vs. DeSmet 4pm
HOC @ DeSmet (at Queeny Rink) 		
9:30pm
Pizza Pockets

ing the final game to the No. 1 seeds. Joe
Hoffmann looked to put an exclamation
point for Varsity I against Varsity II captain
Tom Rohr. Hoffmann came out from start to
finish with the strongest performance of the
day. Rohr could not stop Hoffmann’s serve,
speed, or power, even though Rohr is a very
fair player himself. Joe capped off the Varsity
I victory with a 15-3, 15-3 win of his own.
“Varsity II fought us hard,” said Koestner. “I am very happy to see how well they
have come along. The score really doesn’t
do the match justice because it was in reality
much closer than that.”
	The Snackpackbills have now gotten
their mid-season wake-up call, and will
hopefully be ready for all future matches.
The Zieglerbills will now rematch their first
four games of the year, starting with DeSmet
on Tuesday Jan. 22.

