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Racquetball

takes

Issue 22

state

Junior Bills win six of seven varsity titles

Spencer Rusch
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High racquetball team
dominated play in the league State
championship this weekend, winning six
of the seven varsity seed brackets. The
Perfectbills finished with an unprecedented 685 points, only 50 away from a perfect
score and 330 more than second-place rival CBC. The DocJPKbills won their first
title in three years and their 10th title in
the last 14 years.
The Babybabybills started the morning with an 8:15 match up between Team
Vonderbess—consisting of seniors Matt
Vonderheide and Anthony Bess—and Chaminade’s Matt Migneron and Chris Peconga.

Vonderbess hardly broke a sweat in a 15-5,
They awaited the winner of Team Con15-3 win, but the pair knew they would have dolph (junior Andrew Connor and senior
more trouble with
Tim Rudolph)
Kirkwood No. 3
versus CBC’s
Charlie Pepin and
Mike Oberle
Payne Stoddart.
and Matt Stearn.
Vonderbess found
Condolph looked
it hard to contain
strong early and
Kirkwood’s speed
kept pace with the
and power, but
CBC pair.
edged out a game
“I don’t know if
one win.
I have ever seen
In between
Rudolph play so
games, Vonderbess
well,” said coach
switched the game
Matt Stewart. “He
Senior Joe Hoffman follows through in his early
plan to let the Piowas on fire.”
match last Saturday
neers do what they do best: skip waist highHowever, disaster struck Condolph;
shots. Vonderbess rolled 15-13, 15-6.
see STATE, 14
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Over 50 freshmen
apprehended for
Facebook misuse
Brian Bettonville
Features Editor

T

Carl Heumann, S.J. (at altar) celebrates Mass at St. Louis U. High’s second annual Freshman Retreat
on Friday, Feb. 21. Despite icy conditions that gave the rest of the school a snow day, the retreat went
forward as planned, with all freshmen in attendance. The freshman were led by juniors and seniors,
who decorated classrooms and led small group discussions. See article, p.5.

he St. Louis U. High administration
discovered last Tuesday that there
was a Facebook group consisting of many
freshmen aimed to insult a certain SLUH
freshman. The administration reacted
with various disciplinary measures for the
members of the group.
Principal Mary Schenkenberg said
that she learned of the group’s existence
through a faculty member who approached
her. After calling computer teacher Tim Rittenhouse to verify the group’s existence, she
met with Assistant Principal for Academics

see FACEBOOK, 13
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Vision 2000 mockups ready
Chris Brennan
Core Staff

N

ew plans for Vision 2000 have been
arranged by St. Louis U. High and
the architectural firm Hastings-Chivetta
Architects, Inc. The plans are for the Student Activities Center, which will be built
across from the drop-off turnaround (An
updated campus plan is available through
the Prep News’s web site).
The new building will include a gymnasium floor that can be divided into three
basketball courts as well as one performance court with stands, coaches’ offices, a
wrestling practice room, restrooms, locker
rooms, training rooms, concessions, and a
concourse.
The building was designed by a team
from Hastings and Chivetta Architects, Inc.,
which included lead architect Steve DeHekker, ’78, father of senior Brett DeHekker.

The ground level will feature a wrestling
practice room, locker rooms, training rooms,
and restrooms along with the gymnasium,
which will be top-loading. The main floor
will feature the concourse and concessions
with the coaches’ offices directly above.
The gym will also include a brick wall to
hang state banners on, similar to the current
gym. “We wanted to tap into the history of
uniqueness of the current gym,” President
David Laughlin said of these plans.
DeHekker said that the new building
will be of the same materials and architectural style as the current buildings. The
Student Activities Center will look similar
to the Drury Plaza in that it contains the
same brick as well as a significant amount
of limestone.
Laughlin said the 45,000 square foot
building will cost around $10 to $11 million

From whence does the
snow day cometh?
Brian Bettonville
Features Editor

S

tudents remained in their homes
Thursday and Friday of last week
when classes were cancelled thanks to the
snow and ice that fell across the region.
The recent abundance of snow days raises
a question: How exactly is a snow day
called?
A snow day is called by a committee of
four administrators: Principal Mary Schenkenberg, Assistant Principal for Student
Welfare H. Eric Clark, Assistant Principal of
Academics Mark Michalski, and Assistant
Principal for Administration and Technology
Services Tom Becvar. Schenkenberg said that
she often calls President David Laughlin for
input in the decision.
Schenkenberg said she uses the National
Weather Service web site and The Weather
Channel’s web site as her source for the
current and impending weather conditions.
She also consults broadcasts of various local weather reports, such as NBC and The
Weather Channel, to supplement these web
sites.		

seeV2K, 14

Schenkenberg added that she calls Director of Facilities Joe Rankin, asking that he
call her if the parking lots are unusable when
he and his crew arrive at school at about 5
a.m., or if he sees any inclement weather on
the way to school.
If they reach the decision either to call
off classes or to alter the schedule, Schenkenberg said the administrators then start
a phone chain. She mentioned Laughlin,
the Jesuit house, and computer teacher Tim
Rittenhouse as important calls. According
to Schenkenberg, Rittenhouse makes sure
the information goes up on SLUH’s web
site, and he, along with Clark, is in charge
of changing the message on the school’s
hotline. Schenkenberg also calls each of the
local news stations to broadcast the change
in schedule or school cancellation.
“Each one has a code and each one has a
message that you can choose,” she said. The
code verifies that the call truly is a school
administrator and not a prank caller.
Schenkenberg said she believes the best
time to call is the night before the school day
in question. Last Thursday’s cancellation,
which was not announced until that morning,

see HOTH, 17
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S c h o o l
interviews
Wagner,’85, for
principal job
Jim Santel
Editor in Chief

J

oseph Wagner, ’85, visited St. Louis U.
High yesterday as the fourth principal
candidate to spend a day meeting with
various constituencies. Wagner, a resident
of University City, is the second alumnus
to interview for the job, along with Assistant Principal for Academics Mark Michalski, ’84.
After graduating from SLUH, where he
was a senior advisor and member of the cross
country and track teams, Wagner attended
Georgetown University, where he double
majored in history and economics. Wagner
went on to earn an M.B.A from the University
of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School.
Wagner moved into education after several years in finance, serving as vice president
of the Challenger School and helping to found
the Stratford School, both located in the San
Francisco Bay Area. Wagner also served as
Stratford’s president before returning to St.
Louis in 2005. He is currently involved in
several local volunteer activities, including
conducting Georgetown admissions interviews.
As principal, Wagner said he would
“make sure we continue to have an exceptional academic program while making
sure students have ample opportunities for
spiritual formation.” He acknowledged that
these elements are already central to SLUH’s
mission, and said his main role would be to
ensure their continued emphasis.
“It’s not a turnaround situation,” he
said. “I want to build upon the success that’s
already been here.”
Wagner said his visit, which entailed
meeting with groups of parents, faculty, and
students, was a pleasant return to his alma
mater.
“The technology and the facilities have
changed, but it was nice to see that the people
have endured,” Wagner said.
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Letters to the Editors
S i r e v a a g , ’ 0 8 , q u e s t i o n s
wisdom of delayed snow day decision
To the editors:
I leave home every school morning by six because I live in
Granite City. Leaving that early is a way to make sure that I get to
school on time and still have time to have breakfast. Last Thursday
was no exception; I got to school and was walking to the cafeteria to
get something to eat when I found out that school was called off.
I got in my red Chevy S-10 to return home to enjoy a snow
day and was merging onto 40 E from Kingshighway. I am not a
new driver, I have been making this drive in all kinds of weather
for over two years now without any incident, but half way down
the entrance ramp I lost control of my truck, causing me to fishtail.
I was not accelerating, braking, or turning sharply, but hit a slick
spot with poor tires.
I had almost regained control of my truck when I hit another
patch of ice that caused my right two tires to smack a curb and tip
my truck over. I rotated 180 degrees in the air and slid upside-down
and backwards until I reached the Taylor overpass. I continued my
slide up the Taylor overpass for 20 or so feet and then rolled back
down to land right side up facing west on 40 E’s shoulder. In fact,
you can still see the tire marks on the hill from where I had the ac-

cident. I luckily was wearing a seat belt and walked away from the
accident with only minor cuts and bruises.
Accidents happen and they are not anyone’s fault, but are simply
unfortunate. All accidents could be avoided somehow and it is easy to
blame others. Still, I think that waiting to call off school until almost
seven is both impractical and unreasonable. The purpose of a snow
day is to keep the student body out of danger by not having them
drive to school in bad weather. When you wait until most students
are either on their way or at school, the snow day is meaningless.
In fact, the highways were worse at seven than they were at 6:30.
The administration should know that students arrive at school as
early as 6:30 and that most leave their houses before seven.
While mine was the most serious accident, it was not the only
one. At SLUH we are a community and have mainly acted as one,
but last Friday I did not feel like part of SLUH. Waiting alongside
the highway for the police I could not help thinking that none of
this would be happening if school had just been called off earlier.
Kristofer Sirevaag, ’08

Beezley thanks students for supporting hockey
To the editors:
I felt compelled to write and tell you how proud I am of the
young men at St. Louis University High School. My son, Matt, has
played varsity hockey for four years, but I have never seen so much
support, encouragement and fan base as I have this year.
	Each game the U. High fans were there en masse with their
cheers roaring for the home team, which says a great deal about
the “brotherhood” of SLUH. I believe the reason the team did so
well this year is because they have so much respect for each other,
a ton of heart, and so much encouragement. We should choose not
to focus on the losses but the great year that the Jr. Bills had as a
team.
They should be proud of themselves and their accomplishments: they beat CBC—something that many thought could never

happen—with several hundred fans in attendance; they took back
the Jesuit Cup with countless spirited Jr. Bills cheering them on; and
they made it to the semi-finals of the Challenge Cup series during
an exciting, massive “white-out”. When my out-of-town relatives
showed up to watch the last game, they were impressed and awed at
the support that your young men showed for their “brothers,” saying
that this was something they had never experienced before. I am
grateful to you for being there to applaud your team. The support
you showed this season is very much appreciated by the players as
well as the parents. Thank you, gentlemen, for being such a big part
of a great season for Jr. Bills Hockey (and making it much more
entertaining).
Mrs. Kathy Beezley

AP Environmental Science class helps study Styrofoam
Ben Kim
Reporter

S

t. Louis U. High was considering
switching to paper products from
Styrofoam at the beginning of the school
year, but decided to continue using Styrofoam in the cafeteria, thanks in large part
to the AP Environmental Science class,
which helped in the decision by completing a study comparing Styrofoam and pa-

per during the first quarter.
“(The use of Styrofoam) has bothered
me all the time,” said Principal Mary Schenkenberg.
During Schenkenberg’s six years as
principal, SLUH hasn’t seriously considered an alternative to Styrofoam. However,
after this year’s Freshmen Direction Days,
President David Laughlin and Schenkenberg
discussed the wastefulness of Styrofoam cups
and wondered if paper would be better.

“We wanted to be sure about the facts,”
said Schenkenberg.
First, Schenkenberg asked Kathy Hylla
of Food Service Consultants, who oversees
SLUH’s cafeteria products, for an estimate on
the cost of paper. Hylla estimated that paper
would cost $4,000 to 5,000 more than the
Styrofoam. With the paper products being
more expensive, Hylla said that the food
prices would have to be increased in order

see PAPER OR, 13
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House of Governers holds St. Patrick’s
leadership seminar on snow day Center CEO
Luke Chellis
Reporter

D

espite the cancellation of classes,
the newly revived House of Governors (HOG) held a youth leadership lunch
seminar in the Currigan Room last Friday
at 12:30 p.m. The meeting was originally
to take place at the Science Center, but because of the weather, the event was moved
back to school.
Two guest speakers, Mary Dee Schmidt
and Harlan Hodge of the community development group Focus St. Louis, led workshops
centered on “How to Motivate Your Club
Members” and “How to Reach Consensus.”
After the talk, the participants split up
into groups of about six for an instructional
activity. Each group was charged with the
task of building the highest Jenga tower to
win hypothetical charity money in four min-

utes. Group members took turns leading the
group in devising and executing a building
strategy.
“It was just trying to (implement) some
of the skills that they gave us, like eye contact,
saying their name, (and) putting in your idea
but being open to other people’s ideas,” said
STUCO vice president Tom Neuner.
“It gave me a good guideline for how to
run a group, how to do meetings, and how to
get people motivated,” said Investment Club
representative Kevin Conroy, a sophomore,
“It will definitely help my club.”
“It raised some new interesting perspectives on leadership that I had never
heard before,” said junior Charles Gerber,
a member of the Mock Trial team. “I have
received leadership training in the past from
things like Boy Scouts. The Boy Scouts
have a very different view of leadership…
(The school) should continue to present more

see SEMINAR, 15

Baumer and Schumacher
nominated as Presidental Scholars
Conor Gearin
Reporter

didacy) is good if you’re trying to get into a
grad school.”
Qualifications for candidacy are based
t. Louis U. High seniors Mike Baumer
and Stephen Schumacher have been ac- on standardized test scores. Once candidacy
is achieved, six essays
cepted as candidates
are expected of those
for the United States
wishing to become a
Presidential Scholars
Scholar. The topics
Program. They are
include writing about
two of 2,600 high
a creative work and
school seniors nationhow it influenced the
wide to be identified
candidate, a characterby the Department of
istic of the candidate’s
Education as exhibfamily or community
iting high academic
and how it has become
achievement.
a part of the candidate,
Students can also
and an extended essay
become candidates for
Baumer (left) and Schumacher, Presidential
about a picture and its
Scholar nominees.
their excellence in the
visual and performing arts or creative writing. importance to the candidate.
Assistant Principal of Academics Mark
About 20 young men and 20 young women
are selected from each state, the District of Michalski said that candidates also choose
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto an educator who he or she believes was his
Rico, and from students whose families live or her greatest influence. These educators
are presented with the Teacher Recognition
abroad.
see PRESIDENTE, 17
“It’s a great honor,” said Baumer. “(Can-

S
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speaksat
STUCO forum
Peter Mackowiak
Core Staff

T

he St. Louis U. High Student Council (STUCO) held its third quarterly
forum in the Joseph Schulte Theater on
Tuesday, Feb. 19. In a departure from past
forums, STUCO did not open the floor for
questions and comments; rather, they invited St. Patrick Center CEO Dan Buck
to speak on behalf of the program chosen
for this year’s STUCO spring fundraiser
(scheduled for Apr. 14-26).
Buck gave a 25-minute presentation
on the Key Player Initiative. Launched by
St. Patrick Center and Catholic Charities in
August, the initiative is a “community-wide
effort to raise money for permanent, supportive housing, to move more families from
homelessness to independence,” according
to www.stpatrickcenter.org. The program
represents a departure from typical housing
projects in that homeless families will first
be given housing and then receive volunteer
help with recovering from addictions and
achieving self sufficiency, instead of vice
versa.
Buck said 139 archdiocesan schools
(122 elementary and 17 high schools) have
joined the initiative and helped to raise over
$100,000. He said the initiative’s goal is to
raise $1,000,000 from various corporations,
foundations, parishes, churches, social and
trade organizations and Catholic schools to
house at least 500 families (at about $1200
per family) by the fiscal year 2011. Buck
said strong support from Catholic schools
would help push various corporations and
organizations to contribute.
“God calls you to help. He’s blessed
you because he expects you to give back,”
Bush said. “You’ve got an opportunity to
help break the culture of greed that exists
in our world.”
Student response to the forum varied.
“It’s nice to see how other schools and our
school are getting involved with the fund-

see FORUM, 15
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Seniors Topping, King, find Into the wild:
success in literary recitations Venture Crew
weathers storm
S
T
February 29, 2008

Matt Bettonville
Core Staff

by Stephen Dunn in his regional performance
against four other area students at the Foundry
enior Patrick Topping became the St. Arts Center in St. Charles. English teacher
Charles County regional representa- Chuck Hussung, coordinater of both St.
tive in the National Endowment for the Louis U. High’s Poetry Out Loud contest
Arts Poetry Out Loud contest Feb. 20 and Shakespeare competition, said Topping’s
when he placed second in the region. In poems were all united by the common theme
of death.
addition, senior Sam King
“Certainly there is an
placed second in his branch
elegiac tone to his three
of the English-Speaking
poems,” said Hussung.
Union of the United States’
Topping said he got started
Shakespeare Competition
with poetry during his junior
last Saturday at Webster
year when he read Stephen
University.
Dunn’s New & Selected
Topping will advance
Poems 1974-1994 for his
to the state competition held
independent poetry project
in Jefferson City on March
in English teacher Jim Ra18 in place of the first place
termann’s junior English
finisher because the winner
class.
could not make it to the
“I never really figured that
state competition, and King
I was a poetry kind of guy.
received $200 for his efforts
and will go to New York as Senior Pat Topping (pictured above per- … (But) I really enjoyed the
forming at SLUH earlier this year) has
runner-up should the win- been selected as a regional representa- poetry that Stephen Dunn
ner not be able to make the tive in the Poetry Out Loud contest. wrote,” said Topping. “It
really spoke to me on an intrip.
Topping recited “Elegy on Toy Piano” by timate level.” Topping said that his indepenDean Young, “In the Basement of the Good- dent reading was followed by poetry readings
will Store” by Ted Kooser, and “Sweetness”
see POETRY, 15
Photo by Mr. Matt Sciuto

Second freshman retreat a success
Kevin Casey
Core Staff

A

nother event can be added to the large
list of St. Louis U. High traditions:
the Freshmen Retreat. Only the second of
its kind at SLUH, the retreat took place
from 4 p.m. on Feb. 22 to noon the next
day. Despite a snow day Feb. 22, all freshmen took part in the event.
“The general purpose of retreat is to step
back, examine your life, how you’re growing
closer or further away from God,” said Director of Campus Ministry Matt Stewart.
“We do this with freshmen for this same
reason,” Stewart continued. “It’s a way for
guys, midway through the freshman year,
to really think about how has freshman
year gone, how’s (my) relationship with my
classmates, my relationship with God, where

am I finding these things.”
President David Laughlin led the process
of implementing SLUH’s freshman retreat
last year (See Vol. 71, Issue 22). Before
coming to SLUH, Laughlin had worked to
institute the retreat at Rockhurst High School,
He and former Rockhurst teacher Stewart
decided to send two faculty members and
three students to Rockhurst’s retreat in Feb.
2006 and see if they thought it could be done
at SLUH.
This year, ASC teacher Jim Fox and
theology teacher Carl Heumann, S.J., took
up the reins as the event’s main organizers.
“It was always my goal…to help bring it
here since I was familiar with it, but I think
one of my goals is any good program—and
I think this is one—needs to be institutionalized, which means its not necessarily run by

see RETREAT, 17

Kevin Michniok
Reporter

he Science Club Venture Crew faced
tough backpacking conditions during their latest wilderness hike. Last Friday through Sunday, nine students of the
Venture Crew, along with moderator Steve
Kuensting and a friend, were scheduled to
explore the Paddy Creek Wilderness, a
wilderness area of more than 7000 acres
near Licking, Mo.
On Saturday, the crew experienced a
heavy downpour of rain and 35-degree temperatures. Kuensting described the weather
as “the worst possible of all backpacking
conditions.”
If the rain had lowered anyone’s body
temperature, hypothermia could have potentially set in, since it was nearly impossible
to get dry. When the body is exposed to
such cold conditions, it can lose the ability
to replenish any of the lost heat.
Senior Mike Baumer remembered how
the sky contained ominous clouds before
the storm hit. The crew expected the rain
to come at 6 p.m., but it came unexpectedly
two hours early. Because the temperature was
not below freezing, the rain could not turn
into snow and thus forced the backpackers
to decide upon a quick plan of action. They
debated whether to go to high ground, set
up camp, or go to their vans.
Two groups of hikers were separated,
which made it difficult to establish a primary decision. Kuensting finally decided
it would be best to make it back to their
vans, a four-mile hike, rather than to set
up camp. Conditions caused the outerwear
of the backpackers to get soaked beyond
all belief. It would be nearly impossible to
make an effective warming fire to combat
hypothermia. All of the backpackers made it
to their vans at around 9:20 to 9:30 at night
and arrived back at school around 12:30 to
1:00 next morning.
The seniors especially felt prepared
for such weather. Given their past dealings
with horrible conditions, they were able to

see ADVENTURE, 17
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Hidden treasures of Backer Memorial
Photos and captions by
Will Hartzler, concept by Zac Boesch
Prep News Staff Photographers

It is inevitable that a Jr. Bill, through his journey through St. Louis U. High, will never fully explore the Backer Memorial. With the
venerable structure approaching its 85th birthday and renovations never ceasing, many areas around the campus sit dormant, forgotten
by most and seen by few. Places like this give SLUH’s campus its unique character. With each new addition and update to the school,
there are bound to be areas that are forgotten. Here are a few of these places.

The Jesuit Wing used to house all of the Jesuits of the SLUH Community. Now, classrooms, the Currigan Room, art rooms, and the administrative floor all call the J-Wing home. A few steps down the administrative hallway leads to a short gray door that stands about four feet up the wall. Just on the other
side is the roof, which gives a panoramic view of the SLUH Campus, Highway 40, and Forest Park.

When the Currigan Room kitchen served as
a full-service kitchen feeding the Jesuits, the
food and supplies were delivered through
the garage and the dumbwaiter (above), a
small elevator, helped in moving the food
and other goods from the ground floor to the
kitchen.

The mysterious stairs under the glass dome at the entrance just west of the switchboard lead to a door that has
mystified many. Down the steps on the other side of the
door sits a small room, which many claim is the living
room of the Junior Billiken himself.

February 29, 2008
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Before the team meeting
room was added, the Robinson Library stood prominently on the campus on
concrete stilts. With the
expansion of the building
from underneath, creating
computer labs, the fitness
center, and the coaches
commons, the stairwell in
the middle of the library
(left) became hidden. It is
still used, but only as an
emergency exit.

On the second floor of the J-Wing,
where all of the art rooms call home,
is the one of the hottest rooms on
campus. The kiln room (above) is
where ceramic projects near the end
of their journey to completion.

At the end of the locker room sits a
huge blue metal door that is covered
with securing bars. It seems like
it belongs in a prison, not a high
school. The door is the entrance to
the boiler room, where a huge jetengine-like boiler sits prominently
in the back of the large room (left).
The jungle of wires and tubes in
the boiler room add to this room’s
claustrophobic sensation.

Within the inner depths of the school, where cockroaches thrive and light rarely visits, a web of tunnels allows maintence workers to service a network
The Joseph Schulte Theater stage holds underneath it a cavernous of pipes and ducts. The thick layer of dust and dirt
interior made for the musical talent that adds so much to the the- that covers everything in these tunnels represents a
ater. The orchestra pit (above) rarely gets used, since the Dauphin cross-section of the school’s history. Lines of lightPlayers perform one musical a year. This year for the 42nd Street
bulbs are sporadically strung through this passage,
production, about 20 musicans filled the pit providing the gloriand broken glass from these clutter the floor.
ous sounds of the show.
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Red Devils prove too much for Busiebills

Matt Beezley
Reporter

Chaminade wins semifinal series 3-2, 4-2

second period. Junior Jack Berger deked
CCP goalie Tim Shasserre, tying the game
he SLUH hockey club was stopped at one. However, minutes later, Chaminade
short last weekend, falling to the responded with a power-play goal that put
Chaminade Red Devils in the semifinals. them up 2-1.
Used to playing catch-up, the Jr. Bills
The Jr. Bills lost each of the two games in
the series, putting an end to arguably the didn’t panic. They continued to forecheck
behind the net and crebest season in the history
ate turnovers. Then, on
of SLUH hockey.
a breakout pass off the
The Icebills faced off
boards, the second line of
against CCP last Friday
Matt Beezley, junior Colin
night in the first game of
Fitzgerald, and junior Joe
the series, rescheduled
Cella broke down the ice on
after the game on Thursday
a three-on-two. Fitzgerald
was cancelled because of
incidentally picked one
snow and ice, and lost
of the defensemen, and
a 3-2 dogfight. Despite
Cella one-timed a pass to
the numbers, the Jr. Bills
Beezley, who slid across
actually outplayed the Red
the crease and backhanded
Devils for the majority of
another equalizer into the
the night but were unable
net.
to bury their chances.
Unfortunately, ChamiThe semifinals were Senior captain Chris Faron takes a shot on
goal against Chaminade last Saturday.
nade was again able to
uncharted territory for all
of the SLUH players, who had never ad- respond with a goal of their own late in the
vanced past the quarterfinals. Their nerves second period. Senior goaltender Alex Efshowed early when Chaminade popped in finger stopped the initial shot, but the rebound
a trash goal after an icing only 16 seconds sneaked just past his outstretched glove.
SLUH went into the locker room during
into the game.
Once the Hockeybills calmed down, the clean with confidence in their ability to
they went to work and scored early in the muster a comeback. However, the Jr. Bills

T

photo by zac boesch

simply couldn’t sneak the puck through the
crowd of Chaminade players in front of the
net, and CCP held on for a 3-2 win.
The next night, now known as the
“white-out,” was the final game for the Jr.
Bills. With their backs to the wall, SLUH
popped two goals early in the first period.
After the top-shelf shot from Berger on the
first goal, a zealous SLUH spectator decided
to grace the rink with the smell of seafood,
throwing a squid onto the ice.
The Jr. Bills scored their second goal on
a scrum in front of the net, with Christian
Geoghegan netting the goal. The Jr. Bills
continued the momentum until the end of
the period.
Chaminade owned much of the middle
15 minutes, getting more scoring chances
than the Jr. Bills, but were held to only two
goals because of the unbelievable play of
Effinger. Effinger stopped nearly every initial
shot, but Chaminade was able to get a screen
shot from the point at the end of the period
to tie the game.
Playing with desperation in the third
period, the Jr. Bills had to resort to a predominantly offensive game plan, but again,
they were unable to bury the third goal that
would have given them the lead and extended
the series into a minigame.

see WHITE-OUT, 12

Basketball overwhelmed by Webster Groves

Jared Fechter
Reporter

T

Statesmen eliminate Jr. Bills at District

he Jr. Billiken Basketball team’s season ended this past Friday, dropping
the district final game to Webster Groves
by a score of 65-40 and finishing with a
disappointing 12-14 record.
The Jr. Bills knew that Webster would
be a nearly impossible game. The Statesmen
were 24-3 and had the privilege of playing at
home, where they haven’t lost in over three
years.
From the tipoff, SLUH was overmatched
and Webster controlled every facet of the
game.

photo by zac boesch

took advantage.
In the game’s first quarter,
The Jr. Bills never got
it seemed as though Webster
anything going offensively
couldn’t miss a shot. The
and had no answer for WebStatesmen put up 22 points and
ster guard Mike Whittier, who
smothered the Jr. Bills on the
converted three huge seconddefensive end.
half three-pointers. The deficit
Despite an even second
remained large throughout the
quarter, the Jr. Bills went into
entire second half, and the Jr.
the locker room at halftime
Bills eventually fell 65-40.
trailing 34-21 without a hint of
“That was a really tough
momentum.
match up,” said senior captain
The second half was much
Dan Niese, “but it’s never easy
of the same story. The refs
by Spartans, sophomore to go out like that.”
called the game loosely, and Surrounded
Jake Fechter attemps a lay-up in
Webster’s aggressive defense SLUH’s Feb. 15 game with DeSmet.
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Wrasslers overcome poor start to end strong
Sam Burton
Reporter

T

he mats are put up. The shoes are put
away. Wrestlers must now reacquaint
themselves with daylight. And none of
them have to wear spandex, except for
fun. The State tournament held Feb. 1416 marked the end of the 2008 wrestling
season.
This year the team faced a rollercoaster
of emotion. The team dealt with a constantly
juggled lineup, the unexpected resignation
of some wrestlers, and some tough, tough
losses.
With a 51-12 loss at Hazelwood West,
the Jr. Bills did not start the season in a
glamorous way. The team had to endure
further hardship with five consecutive dual
meet losses.
As the year rolled on, the margins of
defeat became smaller and smaller. There
were a couple of matches that the team should
have won, most notably against Vianney and

CBC.
“That meet (against CBC) was really
hard to swallow,” said coach Jon Ott. The
team lost 36-30, the difference only one pin.
Ott explained that loss was the result of a
disorganized lineup and inconsistent, not
smart wrestling.
Watching SLUH lose to Vianney and
CBC was like watching an older brother
try to force-feed a bar of soap to his little
brother, both of them rolling on the floor
trying to take control of the battle, with no
way to tell who would win. But you knew
that something was going to break and they
both would be sore in the morning. As the
Cadets and Griffins were able to just barely
impose their will, it was clear that one day
the Jr. Bills would be the bigger ones in the
fight. They would be the victors.
Sadly for the Jr. Billikens, that day did
not come until the very end of the season.
The Jr. Bills, ready to have a little more
MCC sibling brawl, finally got the chance

when Chaminade came to Backer Memorial.
The Jr. Bills bulldozed Chaminade, winning
57-15.
The Jr. Bills rode the momentum of the
Chaminade win to beat the DeSmet Spartans
40-30. The victory was the Jr. Bills’ first at
DeSmet in over a decade.
The late MCC wins gave the Jr. Billikens
a 2007-08 record of 2-6.
“We grew a lot,” said Ott. The wrestlers
started “pushing each other,” he said.
The Jr. Billikens are looking for a lot of
growth this off-season because of the massive
hole the class of 2008 has left.
“It is an exciting time,” said Ott. “There
are a lot of sophomores that are going to have
a shot at varsity experience.”
So the bad news is that this season is
over. The good news for wrestling fans is
that the 2008-09 season starts in just 241
more days.

Underclassman Sports Wrap
JV Racquetball
JV Hockey

Brendan Giljum
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High JV racquetball teams’ seasons can be
summed up by one word: domination. The four JV teams’
combined record totaled an astonishing 37-3, and no team lost
more than two games or finished lower than second place.
The JV1-1 team is the highest JV team and proved its prowess
with a powerful 10-0 record on the year.
“We had a stellar year,” said junior captain Matt Nahlik, “and we
really came together as a team to pull off an outstanding season.”
According to No. 3 seed sophomore Mark Kissel, the lower
of the two JV1 teams had an 8-2 record and a “groovy season that
prepared us for the years to come.” The team’s two losses were both
served by SLUH’s JV1-1 team.
“With great senior leadership and dynamic underclassmen, this
team has been rolling all year long,” said racquetball coach Jim
Fox.
The JV2 Jr. Bills continued SLUH racquetball’s tradition of
perfection by flaunting a masterful 10-0 season. The only blemish
came when sophomore captain Joe Ebel fell victim to a dislocated
kneecap in the fourth game of the year, but sophomore Brendan
Giljum was able to fill in as captain until Ebel returned for the final
games of the season.
“I am very happy with our team’s State win and perfect re-

see CHAMPS, 12

Ryan Boschert
Reporter

F

ollowing last year’s disappointing finish, the JV hockey team
was looking to improve and did so in dramatic fashion.
After a rough start, the team rebounded with a nine-game winning streak. After losing its
last two games to Vianney
and DeSmet, the Jr. Bills
were seeded No. 4 for the
playoffs.
The season’s final game
against CBC would mean
nothing in the standings, but
the team still came to play. Freshmen Jackson Hoffmann sets up a pass
against Lindbergh on New Year’s Eve.
CBC controlled most of the
game, but the Brewerbills managed to play solid defense and limit the
number of shots the Cadets were able to take. Sophomore Brandon
Eversgerd had a chance to give the team a lead on a shorthanded
breakaway in the first period, but the CBC goalie made a key glove
save to keep the game tied. Eversgerd’s breakaway was one of the
few chances the Jr. Bills got to score, but the team played solid
defense.
CBC dominated the game from start to finish, but the Jr. Bills
managed to keep CBC off the scoreboard, becoming the only
photo by zac boesch

see BYE BYE BRYCE, 12
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“Work Hard, No Regrets”: Senior Wrestlers ’08
Dan Everson
Sports Editor

James Barton, captain, 160 lbs.*
In his third year with the varsity wrestling
team, Barton compiled a record of 34-8 en
route to the state tournament. He finished
second in four major tournaments, including The Spartan, and fifth in two others. A
4th-place district finish earned him a spot
at State.

Barton, who described himself as a
“take-down and win-by-points” wrestler,
noted his 2nd-place finish at The Spartan as
one of his best performances. After starting
the season at 171 lbs., it was his first competition in the 160-lbs. weight class.
“I had to cut a lot of weight to make
that,” Barton said. “So I was working really
hard, dropping, cutting, training, practicing
to get ready for that. … I went undefeated
until the final round, and it was a really close
match.”
Barton may wrestle at Knox College
(Division III) if he chooses to attend.
Kevin Downs, 152 lbs.
Downs did not dress much as a senior wrestler, but he considers his work in the practice
room a significant accomplishment.
“I just tried really to be the best that (I)
could to make (training partners) better,”
Downs said, “so they were more ready to
see what they were gonna see in meets.”
Downs said he will miss the family
of SLUH wrestling, especially his fellow
seniors. “Since not many people really pay

attention to wrestling you kind of need to
create a good support system within the
team,” he said. “And since we have so many
seniors who’ve stayed with it, I think that
shows the community that we’ve created
with ourselves.”
Downs’s time as a SLUH wrestler may
have come to an end, but he said he still
plans to wrestle “in the hallways every once
in awhile.”

Tim Gallagher, 135 lbs.
Gallagher completed a season and a half on
the varsity squad, good for two varsity letters.
In his half-season, as a junior at 130 lbs., he
went 4-14. He improved to 12-22 this year,
wrestling at both 140 and 135 lbs.

at The Spartan and fourth at MICDS. He also
won the Vianney tournament. His fourthplace district finish earned him a place at
State.
Homan’s style is known to the wrestling

team as “funk.” He elaborated, “I’ve been
called ‘funkalicious,’ ‘funkadelic,’ ‘funky
freak,’ ‘funky fresh.’ I’ve always just sort
of wrestled my own style and kind of gone
with or made up moves as I go.”
Homan described his coaches’ reactions
as he wrestles funk at matches: “The famous
Coach Ott line is, ‘No—no! Don’t! Don’t!
Don’t—go with it! Go with it! Finish it!
Finish it!’”
Matt Langenfeld, 215 lbs.
Langenfeld debuted with the varsity team this
season and struggled in competition but kept
a selfless attitude about his role on the team,
most notably giving his all in practice.
“If I stick with it in practice at the very
least I can help (my training partner) win,”
Langenfeld said. “I was one win away from
my varsity letter, but … that doesn’t matter
in the grand scheme of things.”

“I always try to help out the sophomores
who are starting on varsity … to boost their
spirits,” Gallagher said of his role on the team.
“They were never down, but I just tried to
help them out, give them advice.”
“I like to think I was comic relief,” he
joked, “but I don’t know about that.”
Ken Homan, captain, 189 lbs.
In his second year as a varsity wrestler, Homan compiled an impressive 25-18 record.
But he noted, “I stopped caring about my
record after a while because it got to be a
distracter.”
Homan added several strong tournament
showings to his solid record. He placed fifth

Langenfeld said he will miss all of the
coaches, especially Todd Clements, as well
as the day-to-day practice and drills in the
room.

see JOURNEY, 16

*final weight classes listed
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Bell, ’06, raises roof with cross-country trip
Brian Bettonville
Features Editor

Bell, currently a sophomore at Truman State.
Bell traces his enthusiasm to biking back to his St. Louis U. High
ony Bell, ’06, will dip the rubber of his bicycle tires into the days. “I guess it started sophomore year when I lived in South City,
salty waters of the Atlantic Ocean on May 15. These tires right by St. Gabe’s, when I biked to school,” Bell said. “I biked to
will then be subjected to 72 days of exertion, traveling 4,126 school most days that I could, weather permitting, and that’s when
miles over Virginia, West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Mis- I started. I just did that with some of my friends who lived in the
souri, Kansas, Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, Idaho, and Oregon, ac- same area.”
cording to the trip’s web site, before they are once again able to
The current peak in Bell’s biking career is a trip he took last
bathe in salty ocean waters. This time, however, that ocean will summer with Mike Mannhard, ’06, to Springfield, Il. The pair biked
be the Pacific, on the other side of the country.
100 miles in one day to see the Frank Lloyd Wright house there.
This harrowing journey, part of an organization called Bike & After spending the night at a friend’s house in Springfield, the pair
Build, will be far more than just sightseeing for Bell and company. caught a ride home from Sam Stragand, ’06.
Once a week, his group will take a day off to help build an affordable
“That was the first big, long bike trip that I’ve taken,” said Bell,
home in conjunction with various local housing projects, partaking “And the only one.”
in building stages that range from the initial groundbreaking of a
Bell’s summer trip will have three days on which he bikes a
project to finishing a project up, according to the web site.
distance equal to or greater than that of this past trip, with the longest
Bell is hoping to raise money
single day journey at 103 miles
from small pledges from friends.
from Rock Springs to Pinedale,
Bike & Build requires all riders to
Wy.
raise $4,000 before the trip, most
In addition to these formal
of which will go to Habitat for
trips, Bell has enjoyed becomHumanity and other charities.
ing part of the “bike culture”
“Our trip expenses are few
around St. Louis and at Truman.
(peanut butter and jelly sandHe joined a group of around 20
wiches, spare bike tubes), so the
bikers in Kirksville to institute
great majority of the money will
Critical Mass rides for the city,
be going towards housing projwhich occur the last Friday of
ects,” said Bell in a statement to
every month.
the Facebook group he created
“Whatever bike culture exists
for the event, which has a current
in the town goes out and takes
membership of 136. As of Feb. 21,
over the main thoroughfares, the
Bell has gotten $1,045 in pledges,
streets, at around five o’clock on
according to the Facebook group’s
Friday during rush hour to kind
page.
of raise awareness for biking and
The undertaking will begin
bikers,” said Bell of the Critical
on May 15 with the dipping of the
Mass rides.
tires at Virginia Beach and come
Critical Mass rides happen
Tony Bell (left) and Shane Lawless after the Moonlight Ramble in St Louis.
to a close on July 29 at Canon
in cities around the country, and
Beach, Or., with a repetition of this ritual. The trip spans many Bell said he enjoys participating in the rides in St. Louis when he
geographic areas, including the Blue Ridge and Rocky Mountains, is in town.
the Heartland, and the Pacific Northwest. It also includes a stop back
Bell and his group of cyclists also have joined together in an
home for Bell and Anne Schwietzer, the only two Missourians on the attempt to start a “bike co-op” in Kirksville because there are no
route, on June 6, along with a build day in St. Louis the following bike stores around, according to Bell. Bell described it as similar
day. Bell also mentioned that he looks forward to his stop in Estes to a repair shop, where cyclists can purchase bicycle parts, but also
Park, Co., where his girlfriend’s family often vacations.
learn how to repair their bikes.
Bell decided to partake in this voyage because a friend, former
Throughout this career, Bell’s chariot has been a far-from-flashy
Cor Jesu student Schweitzer, who now attends Brandeis University, Univega Nuovo Sport, which according to Bell is a street bike from
is also going to bike the nation.
the ’70s or ’80s.
“I heard about it over Christmas break and decided in the two
“I bought it in a newspaper in St. Louis from this old lady,”
days after that I wanted to do it,” said Bell of the trip’s sudden said Bell.
origin.
This relic will unfortunately not make the impressive journey,
Schwietzer is scheduled to take the same route through America as Bell will move on to a new bike he will be issued at the start of
as Bell this summer; the central U.S. route. This is one of seven the trip by Bike & Build.
different routes this summer by about 30 college students each, said
see YELLOW JERSEY, 12
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Bike & Build, a student-run non-profit organization, will start
its sixth season this summer. The group’s mission statement says,
“Through fund-raising cycling trips, Bike & Build raises money
for and awareness of affordable housing efforts.” The web site also
says that one of the group’s main principles is that, though they are
young, they still can realize their potential and change the world.
Over the past five seasons, the organization has raised $1,144,231
for housing charities, $391,327 of which was raised in the 2007
season, according to the web site.
For Bell’s part, he has been hard at work soliciting donations,
some from SLUH teachers. Bell mentioned theology teacher Colleen
Rockers as one of his supporters, as well as Latin teacher Mary Lee
McConaghy.
“I’m just really excited he’s doing it,” said Rockers. “I drive
that route between here and Colorado. I know how hard it is, I mean,
in a car. It’s a long way, so I’m pretty impressed.”
Rockers said Bell contacted him via e-mail. She found the e-mail
to be “kind of out-of-the-blue,” as she had not kept in contact with
Bell in the two years since he had graduated. She also said that she
never taught Bell, but he was very involved in SLUH’s Community
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Service Program.
“He did a lot of service, and he organized a St. Patrick’s Day
event. He immediately took charge; he’s a really take charge kind
of guy. He just made himself very helpful.”
While Bell is still working to bring in the remaining amount of
necessary donations, he is optimistic and can hardly wait.
“I’m so psyched to hit the road with approximately 30 other
college students who’ve taken the wonderful opportunity to postpone
the dull responsibilities of reality in order to squeeze a few more
months of idealism from their lives, a little more time to live and
travel and volunteer before someone tells them, as I’ve been told,
to grow up and get a job!” Bell said in his rider profile on the web
site.
While Bell may claim to be postponing work, he will be pushing himself to the limit with the biking extravaganza, and on July
25 will have left in his wake 10 better-off construction sites and
$4,000 to donate to housing projects. Bell said he will enjoy the
adventure, the relaxation, and just being able to say that he biked
across the country.
“It’s probably something I wouldn’t be able to do if it didn’t
benefit such a good cause,” Bell said.

white-out

bye bye bryce

(from 8)
Four students attempted to spur the Jr. Bills to victory by venturing into the throbbing mass of Chaminade fans and unveiling the
letters “S-L-U-H” across their chests, nearly causing a riot in the
Chaminade student section.
SLUH got a power play late in the third period with the game
still tied, giving them the opportunity to notch a goal for the lead.
Just seconds into the power play, however, junior Connor Quinn
was called for a questionable high-sticking penalty after he lifted
the twig of an opposing forward.
On the ensuing four-on-four, Chaminade scored the gamewinning goal that eliminated the Jr. Bills. They tacked on an emptynetter after SLUH pulled Effinger to seal the win, 4-2.
Junior forward Jack Berger commented on the final games of
the season. “We knew it was going be a tough series. A couple of
things just didn’t go our way.”

(from 9)
in the league to tie CBC. Given CBC’s impressive 15-0-1 record,
this was quite an accomplishment. The Jr. Bills were the only team
to shut out CBC.
The Jr Bills faced off against the Kirkwood Pioneers. Kirkwood
came out flying, scoring early in the first period to take a 1-0 lead,
but the Jr. Bills quickly responded with a goal of their own.
Kirkwood again scored first in the second period on a breakaway,
by the Jr. Bills again responded quickly.
	Even though SLUH had the momentum, it could not score for
the remainder of the game. Since the two teams were tied, a fiveminute sudden-death overtime was needed to decide a winner.
The Jr. Bills had a few good scoring chances in overtime, but
could not score. About 50 seconds into the overtime, junior Joe Stratton made a rush up the ice. This time, however, the team turned the
puck over. A Kirkwood player picked it up, managed to beat both
defensemen for a breakaway, and wristed a shot over the shoulder
of junior goalie Ryan Boschert.
	Even though the team suffered a tough loss, the season was a
huge improvement over last season. The JV Busiebills finished with
a record of 10-5-2, a big jump from last year’s 3-13-2 mark.
Over the course of the season, several players stepped up to
lead the team. Stratton, sophomores Kurt Eisele and Christian
Geoghegan, and freshmen Andrew Evola led the offense. Junior
goalie Ryan Boschert
and junior defensemen Mike Ikemeier anchored the strong defensive core.
Ikemeier summed up the season: “We may not have won the
championship, but we were vastly improved from last year and were
competitive in every game.”

champs
(from 9)
this season,” Ebel said.
Lastly, JV3 showed they have what it takes to win, going 9-1.
Their one loss came in a nail-biter against rival DeSmet Spartans.
“The season was beautiful,” said coach Don Steingruby. “We
are the backbone of the JV squad.”
“Everyone always gave each other advice, and so we just had
a good time on the day of our matches,” said the 10-0 sophomore
Tim Wilmes.
“I was pleased with the performance of the younger players on
the JV teams, who are developing good techniques that will make
for strong teams in the future,” said head coach Joe Koestner.
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Mark Michalski and Assistant Principal for
Administration and Technology Services
Tom Becvar to determine the appropriate
punishment. Assistant Principal for Student
Affairs H. Eric Clark, though out of town,
was also contacted by the administration to
give his input.
An anonymous student said that the
group’s creator, whose identity is unknown
to the group “admins,” randomly selected
around eight other Facebookers to be the
“admins” in August and left the group to
protect his identity. The anonymous student,
one of the eight who had been selected to
be an “admin,” posted on the wall soon after
his appointment, but did not check the group
after that point.
“I was the first person they called down
to the office, and I didn’t know what was
going on,” said the student. “They started
asking me questions about this group.”
According to the student, there was
some confusion in the meeting as to the role
of an “admin.” After it was cleared up that
“admins” are appointed and that it is not the
users’ personal choice to have the position,
a distinction was no longer made between
“admins” and regular group members, according to the student.
Punishments varied based on the student’s involvement in the group and included
varying degrees of JUGs and reflection
papers. Probation, which accompanies any
infraction with the office of the Assistant
Principal for Student Affairs and lasts the
duration of the year, was given to all involved
students. The Parent-Student Handbook
states, “Violation of disciplinary probation
can be grounds for dismissal from St. Louis
University High School.”
According to the anonymous student, the
group of offenders were divided into three
categories and sent to three separate rooms.
The group of those with no group activity
other than being members received a JUG
and were assigned a reflection paper. Those
with non-malicious wall posts, a group of
only six, received a double JUG and an assigned one-page reflection paper. The final
group of malicious wall posters were given
a Saturday JUG and a reflection paper, also
one-page, on why they should remain SLUH
students.

News
Administrators also met with the parents of the students. Both Schenkenberg
and Michalski said that there have been no
complaints from the parents and that feedback
has been positive.
“By and large, the parents have been very
supportive of the school’s stance on trying to
educate their kids about responsible use of
social networking sites,” said Michalski.
Schenkenberg said that, other than questions about the nature of probation, she has
received nothing but support from parents.
Some student opinions have not been as
enthusiastic.
“It was a mistake to join the group,
and it could have gotten serious, but I know
kids who joined it to defend (the insulted
student),” said a non-malicous wall poster.
“I don’t think they deserve punishment.”
Another freshman who joined the group
and posted “maliciously” on the group wall
said he “didn’t think it was that big of a
deal” since he was invited to the group by
the student the group was aimed at insulting.
The freshman said his punishment includes
a Saturday JUG, a one-page reflection paper
on why he should remain a SLUH student,
and probation.
“The young men, many of them, thought
that this was just a joke, and that they were
just kidding each other,” said Schenkenberg,
“The young man involved also indicated that
he saw it as somewhat of a joke. However, I
think young people have to realize that when
you put a joke in print before the public, there
are going to be plenty of people who do not
see it as a joke and by that time it becomes
public information and it involved the names
of our students.”
The student who posted maliciously
said he that was not aware of last year’s
Facebook group incident (see Volume 71,
Issue 9) until it was brought to his attention
in the meeting.
Comparing the incidents, Schenkenberg
said, “I think last year, what was on the site
was significantly more serious, in our opinion. It also involved seniors.”
Schenkenberg also said that the punishments given out this year reflect the relative
seriousness of the offenses.
Peter Mackowiak, John Sachs, and Chris
Brennan contributed reporting.
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to defer the extra cost. Hylla also said how
food-contaminated paper products can’t be
recycled.
“Somebody has to pay for it,” said
Hylla.
After receiving the estimate, Schenkenberg asked AP Environmental Science
teacher Bill Anderson about the environmental impacts of paper and Styrofoam.
Anderson posed the question to his students
and had them research the pros and cons
of each material for a couple days before
presenting their findings in class.
“Largely, we found that it was a lesser
of two evils,” said senior Stephen Kelly, a
student in AP Environmental Science who has
been heavily involved in SLUH’s recycling
program.
Students prepared a one-to-two page
report on the issue. Some students thought
paper would have been more environmentally
friendly, but instead were surprised to find
a much more complicated answer. Though
it decomposes faster than Styrofoam, paper
requires many trees and is subject to environmentally harmful treatment processes such
as waterproofing, pulping, and bleaching. In
addition, paper requires more energy to produce and transport than Styrofoam does.
On the other hand, Styrofoam is created from polystyrene, a plastic made from
petroleum, a non-renewable resource. Even
though it isn’t as biodegradable as paper,
Styrofoam is cheaper and takes less energy
to produce.
“We concluded that both options aren’t
that great,” said Kelly.
After presenting their research and
opinions, the class discussed the possibility
of using recyclable plastic instead, but due
to a lack of class time, the topic wasn’t given
further research.
Kelly says that SLUH is doing well
in its efforts to be more environmentally
friendly, but believes that there is still room
for improvement.
SLUH is considering non-disposable
plates in its plans for the new cafeteria.
With the kitchen plans being incomplete, the
installation of dishwashers is still possible.
Schenkenberg hopes that the idea will gain
more support as planning continues.
“I hope that it is something that we can
build in the future,” said Schenkenberg.
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Connor sprained his ankle late in the first
game, and the team could not recover. Condolph lost 15-11, 15-8.
But it would be Vonderbess that got the
last laugh in the finals. Throughout the match
it was clear that Vonderbess was the superior
team. They dominated CBC in every aspect
of the game and won 15-6, 15-7.
No. 6 Andrew Zack enjoyed his firstround bye and a fairly casual win over SLUH
Varsity II’s Peter Bruntrager in the semifinals
before meeting CBC’s Greg Boris in the
finals.
“Zack always seems to relish the extra
challenge of taking matches to tie-breakers,”
said coach Joe Koestner, “and State was to
be no exception. His persistence and strategy
proved too much for the Boris.”
The game was scrappy and hard-fought
to say the least, but Zack was able to pull it
out 10-15, 15-8, and 11-9.
Junior Kevin Kissel also enjoyed an
easy road to the finals but did not meet the
opponent he expected. It was supposed to be
another SLUH-CBC final, but SLUH Varsity
II’s junior John Duchardt would have none
of that.
First Duchardt faced CBC’s Alex
Meiners in a semifinal. Meiners had beaten
Duchardt in both their matches this season,
but Duchardt wanted to prove that he was to
be taken seriously. Duchardt used his speed
and unorthodox dink shots to topple his opponent 14-15, 15-12, and 11-9.
Kissel would not sleep on his opponent
as Meiners did, though. Even though Duchardt stayed on his hot streak, Kissel matched
him in speed and exceeded him in power and
passes. Kissel won his division by a score of
15-9, 15-13.
Junior No. 3 Spencer Rusch stormed over
Varsity II’s Andrew Lickenbrock 15-4, 15-1,
but he knew that he still had CBC’s Brendan
Reid in the finals. Rusch focused on a strong
service rotation and keeping shots to Reid’s
backhand, his much weaker swing.
“Reid’s forehand is deadly,” said coach
Robert Hoffmann, “but Spencer did an awesome job keeping the easy forehands away
from Reid.”
Rusch was threatened by a few Reid
runs but remained in control of the score the
entire match to win 15-11, 15-11.

News
“His (Rusch’s) service rotation was very
good,” said club pro John Kleinschmidt, who
watched the match. “I don’t know if he could
have won without it.”
No. 2 Ray Godefroid played his first
match against Varsity II’s Patrick Probst.
Godefroid neutralized Probst’s speed in the
first game by maintaining phenomenal court
position. In the second, Probst took control
of court position and jumped out to an 11-3
lead, but those were the only points Probst
would see, as Godefroid staged a massive
comeback to win 15-6, 15-11.
CBC’s Steve Abodi awaited Godefroid
in the finals. Godefroid demolished any doubt
that he had not exercised his demons with
Abodi from last year on Sunday. Despite
what the score might suggest, Godefroid
completely destroyed Abodi. Even though
Abodi might hit it harder than anyone in
the league, Godefroid was able to harness
all that power and use it against his old foe.
Godefroid rolled 15-10, 15-6.
Captain Joe Hoffmann knew that few
were giving him a shot to take the State title
this weekend, and perhaps the chip on his
shoulder suited him well. After a quarterfinal
victory over Varsity II’s Tom Rohr, Hoffmann
took on the defending State champ, CBC’s
Matt Wyland, in a semifinal. But Hoffmann
looked more like the state champ out of the
gate.
“Joe played like a man on fire,” said
teammate junior Clay Newberry. “I don’t
know if I have ever seen him play like
that.”
All the dives and splats in the world
could not save Wyland now. Hoffmann rolled
15-7, 15-11.
But the task was far from over. Hoffmann had to take down Kirkwood’s Brandon
Mitchener, who had not dropped a match
all year. Less than an hour after the semifinal game Hoffmann was called to play, he
seemed unfazed as he came out just as hot.
He stormed game one with a 15-12 win,
but after that there was just nothing left in
the tank. Hoffmann could not keep up with
Mitchener’s speed and endurance and fell
12-15, 15-5, and 11-2.
“I know I can beat him,” said Hoffmann.
“It’s so ridiculous they put us on a court so
quick.”
Long after the Dawsonscreekbills knew
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they had the victory in the bag, the finals of
division four took place. The highly anticipated match between CBC’s Nick Hoffmann
and Paul Marsek did not disappoint.
Marsek could not keep up with Hoffmann’s forehand and he dropped the first
game, but a series of amazing dives and kill
shots by Marsek pulled the match even and
sent it to a tiebreaker. The two went blowfor-blow until the match was 10-10 where
each player had the serve for the win at least
six times, but it was a pass by Marsek that
finally put the icing on the cake for the Onetreehillbills. Marsek won a thriller, 11-15,
15-11, and 11-10.
“In the end, the win goes to the player
that wants it the most and who was willing
do to what it takes, not on the day of State but
on the first day of practice,” said Koestner.
“The tenacity of these players is a credit
to the competitive spirit of SLUH coupled
with a ‘men for others’ attitude that made
every team member a mentor to the others.”
It is likely that Hoffmann, Godefroid,
and Rusch will be named first team all-State
based on their performances in the tournament.
However the season is not over yet; the
team had an extra practice on Monday before
they flew out Wednesday to the national
tournament in Portland, Ore. which will take
place from Feb. 27 to Mar. 3. The team has
one last daunting task: to take down rivals
Beaverton and La Salle high schools (both
outside of Portland, Ore.) on their way to
their first national title in four years.

V2K

(from 2)
dollars Construction on the new building
should begin in summer and the building is
expected to be operating by fall of 2009.
In the face of what experts believe could
be an oncoming economic recession Laughlin
said, “I don’t pretend to be an economist,
but I think there are some conditions (in the
construction market) that may actually help
us.”
Laughlin then remarked on how the
school would be providing work to different trades as well as receiving competitive
prices.
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raiser,” said senior Ken Dusold.
“Hearing someone well-known like
(Buck) definitely enhanced the presentation. I
thought it was too long, though,” said junior
John Merlo.
“It wasn’t as much a forum as it was
a presentation. I think it would have been
more complete if there was time for questions about (the fundraiser) or other school
issues,” said senior James Burke.
“We thought it was important that a
group of people know about (the initiative),
that we get the word out… and we wanted to
have someone more experienced who knew
more about (the initiative) to tell people about
it,” said STUCO President Matt Rice.
Rice said STUCO planned to ask if
anyone in the crowd had questions, but knew
the speech would take up a good portion of

time.
Vice President for Pastoral Activities
Brett DeLaria said the fact that no students
came forward beforehand with topics for
conversation contributed to the forum’s
one-sided structure. “If people would like
to speak about something, they can certainly
set up a meeting with (STUCO) and we can
incorporate (the issue) in the forum,” he
said.
Rice said STUCO’s fourth quarter forum
will most likely be more conventional and
include an open session.
STUCO chose the Key Player Initiative
at the suggestion of Principal Mary Schenkenberg, who first heard of the program
at last fall’s opening archdiocesan school
meeting, where Buck gave a presentation
asking area Catholic schools to participate
in the fundraiser.

“I knew STUCO had already planned
the fall fundraiser… but I kept it in the back
of my mind, and especially after the Hunger
Banquet, I thought it would be very appropriate,” said Schenkenberg.
STUCO addressed another spring event
at the forum – the controversial senior Running of the Bills. Responding to senior Kris
Holmes’s proposal at this year’s first ACSA
meeting, senior class Social Representative
Josh Bradley announced the forming of a
committee consisting of “about 20 students
and faculty” to reach a decision on the
event’s future. While only five seniors and
one faculty member have signed up, committee head Bradley said the group represents
diverse opinions and will be more effective
and organized in its smallness.
The committee will meet after school
today to discuss alternatives to the Pamplonian romp.

(from 4)
views on leadership.”
The activity lasted for about one and
a half hours and was followed by a closing
forum session.
At the last HOG meeting, a survey was
given to each student present, and the results
of that survey were discussed during lunch.
Students were asked to rank their preferred
meeting time and preferred discussion topics. The highest-ranked topic was “How to
Motivate Your Club Members.” However,
“How to reach a Consensus” was ranked
third behind “How to Organize an Event.”
According to Zarrick, the second topic was
saved for a later date because the first two

aligned better with the speakers and worked
well together.
“My goal is to try to cover about the top
four or five topics for the year,” said Zarrick.
“I didn’t really care which order.”
According to Zarrick, certain topics such
as “Emergency First Aid Training” were hit
or miss, depending on different clubs.
“Either you had a use for it or you didn’t,”
said Zarrick, “I may offer that later as a more
specialized seminar for the groups that want
it.”
Despite conflicts such as Freshmen Retreat, over 40 students signed up to attend; six
moderators were scheduled to be present.
Unfortunately, the ice storm put a freeze

on things. In spite of the promising forecast,
the inclement weather dropped the number
of attendees roughly in half.
“I’m excited about (this seminar),”
said Principal Mary Schenkenberg. “It was
intended from the beginning that this group
would function as a little different set of
leaders, who the school would also support
in terms of growth and leadership.”
Since the founding of HOG three years
ago, this was the first event of its kind. The
entire cost of the lunch seminar was covered by the principal’s account for student
instructional support.

(from 5)
in class, which then inspired him to begin
writing poetry himself. Dunn’s inspiration led
to Topping’s recitation of “Sweetness” in the
SLUH competition, which he won in order
to advance to the regional competition.
Should Topping win the state poetry
competition, he would receive $200 and a
trip to Washington, D.C. to compete in the
national competition, according to Poetry Out
Loud’s website. Additionally, SLUH would
receive $500 toward the purchase of poetry
books. The national competition awards a
total of $50,000, shared among multiple
finalists.
King chose Shakespeare’s Sonnet 138

and a monologue from Act One, Scene
Two of King Lear to recite for judges in the
Shakespeare contest. He was one of four
contestants from the branch.
In order to advance to the branch competition, King first had to win the school
competition. King said that although in
most years SLUH struggles to find enough
participants for their school contest, this year
had “a ridiculous number of people.” So
many students participated in both the school
Shakespeare and Poetry Out Loud contests
that Hussung had to split both competitions
into preliminary and final rounds.
The Shakespeare branch competition
didn’t have SLUH’s outpouring of students.

With 12 participants originally signed up,
only four actually participated in the contest.
Hussung said one judge, Agnus Wilcox,
talked to King after his performance in a
manner that Hussung found to be particularly
moving: “She said, ‘Don’t stop living with
Shakespeare. … He will feed you, he will help
you through tough times, and when you’re
lonely, you will discover in Shakespeare that
you’re not alone in feeling the way you do,’
which I thought was really unique.”

SEMINAR

POETRY
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Jake Livergood, 171 lbs.
Livergood practiced with the varsity team
this year but did not get into any matches.
Like Langenfeld, though, he had a significant
role in practice. Livergood prides himself
on pushing his training partners very hard
and helping the freshmen develop into good
wrestlers.
His favorite drill is “shark bait,” also
known as “kill the starter,” in which he had
opportunities to take on dead-tired starters
with fresh legs himself.
“I learned a lot about myself,” Livergood
said of his time with SLUH wrestling. “I
wish I could’ve done it longer and wrestled
more.”

chael Riney of Jackson High in first-round
wrestlebacks before exiting against Nathan
Downs of Troy.
“Even though I wasn’t a captain I was
still kind of a leader,” Ludwig said. “When
other guys were losing in duals, my win
would help to start up a train for other guys’
confidence.”
Ludwig may have earned a win at State,
but he sees other values in SLUH wrestling,
as well. “We’re not an exceptional team,”
he said, “but we do have a great program.
It achieves teaching us values and teaching
us how to become better men, better men
for others. So even though we don’t have a
state champion, SLUH wrestling has really
helped me to develop as a person.”

Peter Lucier, 152 lbs.
Lucier also did not wrestle many varsity
matches, going 1-2 in one tournament, but
he had a key role in practice too.
The fastest on the team, he filled a leadership role for the underclassmen. “I would
always try to set an example (by) running
out front, working hard,” Lucier said.
“I’ve been a wrestler for four years,” he
said. “It’s gonna be hard not to be a wrestler.”
“But you never stop,” he added, noting
that he still pays attention to his eating habits.
“You never stop.”

Josh Ritchey, 285 lbs.
Ritchey went 18-14 in his one year with the
varsity squad. His record is even more impressive considering he dealt with a broken
rib for much of the season.

Ben Ludwig, 171 lbs.
In his only season on varsity, Ludwig went
18-12, placed in three tournaments, and
qualified for State with a third-place finish

at District. He was the only SLUH wrestler
to win a match in Columbia, defeating Mi-

Ritchey took the risk of wrestling with
the broken rib because it was his last season.
In his matches he made effective use of
the drag trip, a move usually executed by
lightweight wrestlers. But Ritchey, SLUH’s
heaviest wrestler, found a way to make it
work, and he surprised many wrestlers by
merely attempting it.
The broken rib wasn’t Ritchey’s first
injury. He’s also dealt with ACL problems
and a broken leg in his time wrestling at
SLUH. He elaborated on coping with those
injuries.
“I’ve always kind of told myself that
God allows things to happen for a reason
to teach me what I need to know,” Ritchey
said. “That’s kind of how I got through the
injuries—just telling myself that there was
some greater good … that even the smallest
injuries made me mentally stronger.”

Kevin Sheehan, captain, 125 lbs.
Sheehan wrestled two years on varsity, going
16-23 his senior year and finishing fourth
at the Vianney tournament and seventh at
MICDS.

Among Sheehan’s favorite matches were
one against a Lindbergh wrestler, in which he
picked up and threw his opponent twice, and
another against a Chaminade foe, in which
a timing error allowed him an extra period.
Sheehan, who was losing after the normally
final period, made good use of the fourth to
pick up a win.
Sheehan said he’ll miss practice, the
coaches’ jokes, and the team’s post-tournament parties.
“If I could, I’d do it again,” Sheehan
said. “No regrets.”
Kris Holmes, manager
Holmes, who wrestled freshman year, has
spent the last three wrestling seasons as a
manager for the varsity team. As a manager,
he was responsible for keeping the stat books
and records of each varsity wrestlers. His
impact on SLUH wrestling is clear: almost
every wrestler mentioned Holmes in their
discussions about the wrestling team.
Holmes talked about the switch from
wrestling to managing. “I still liked the
sport,” he said. “I still liked watching it,
liked coming to meets.”
“My pinnacle was finally going to the
state tournament after being involved for
four years,” he said. “It was a good way to
end (my career).”
Kris Holmes contributed reporting.
Photography by Zac Boesch and Mr. Matt
Sciuto.
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me because I’m familiar with it; it’s owned
by the school,” said Laughlin.
“It was a little tough at times during the
planning,” said Fox who, like Heumann, had
no prior experience with the retreat. But he
added, “It went great. From the very onset
it was apparent that so much work had gone
into it in the previous year, and I knew the
foundation was laid for a great retreat. It was
up on the tee, we just had to swing through
it.”
Another difference this year was that
there were five core team members instead of
three. The five core leaders—which included
senior Michael Finucane, one of the three
students to originally observe the retreat at
Rockhurst—along with the rest of the small
group leaders were all upperclassmen. Each
small group had just one leader, unlike some
having two last year.
“I think what we did this year worked out
really well,” said junior core leader Connor
Hagan.
Leaders were chosen based on applications they submitted in the fall. They attended
several Sunday meetings together throughout the months of January and February to
prepare for the retreat. The 41 leaders were
all seniors and juniors.
“I thought it was good how much of
the school we got involved with teachers,
parents, and students from all grade levels,”

said Finucane. He explained that with 13
sophomores serving as a ground and events
crew, all four classes were represented.
Mueller’s breakfast and the all-sophomore events and grounds crew marked
two of the few changes made to the retreat
from last year. “Obviously every retreat is
different—different group of people running
it, different group of people attending it, so
that part of it’s different,” said Stewart. “So
in some ways it’s really hard to compare
a retreat. The planning, the execution, the
setup, the cleanup—those things all went
the same I would say.”
The retreat’s schedule was more or less
the same. Freshmen arrived at 4 p.m. and the
event kicked off with an opening ceremony
featuring a slideshow with pictures of each
freshman, a Gregorian chant, glow sticks,
and the popular dance song “Sandstorm.” It
also included Walk Sophie performing DC’s
song “Together in the Light of Christ,” the
theme of the retreat.
Freshmen then went to the classroom
that would serve as their small group room,
where the six or seven freshmen and their
leader slept, ate dinner, and held most of the
discussions and activities throughout the
retreat.
“It was interesting to see other people’s
views on prayer and spirituality,” said freshman Nick Hermann. “I learned a lot about
myself, about how I pray.” He also said that
the retreat helped him get to know a lot of

his classmates.
One highlight of the retreat is the Friday
night Mass, which started around 9:45 p.m.
and ended at 12:30 a.m.
“The Mass is always a highlight of
mine,” said Finucane. “I just love the relaxed
and comfortable atmosphere that we bring to
Mass. I think it’s one of the most memorable
things for the freshmen. I feel like it’s an opportunity for them to see Mass in a different
light.”
At the end of the Mass, freshmen are
encouraged to share stories about where they
see God in life. “I wasn’t expecting that many
freshmen to go up,” said Hagan. “But they
did a really good job of just having a steady
flow of all their stories and everything, and
it was just a great experience to hear them
talk about their own personal lives.”
“It was a new experience for me,” said
freshman Daniel Hoefel on the whole retreat.
“I’d never really been on any retreat like it
before. I liked interacting with the guys in
my group during the group meetings and
talking with my group leader.”
“(The retreat) just lets (the freshmen)
know that we’re all looking out for them,
which is such a key part of SLUH when you
look at Direction Days and senior advisors,”
said Finucane.
“(The retreat) has got a bright future,”
said Fox. “It’s going to be bigger and better,
as far as I can tell.”

(from 5)
use their leadership skills to influence the
underclassmen.
“Luckily we knew what we were doing,” Tylka said. “I felt very much prepared
to handle the situation.”
Baumer also felt confident in his hiking
skills.
“I believe we made the right decision,”
he said. “It was pretty much business as
usual.”

(from 2)
was a difficult case.
“What happened on Thursday was that
our data showed the possibility that much of
it (the precipitation) would be in the South,
and so we were thinking that we could get
in and at least have perhaps a shortened
schedule where every class could meet for
30 minutes and could get back home before
the bad storm really started,” Schenkenberg
said.

(from 4)

ADVENTURE

HOTH

PRESIDENTE

award in a special ceremony and are invited
to travel to Washington, D.C., with the candidate to the awards ceremony should he or
she be named a Presidential Scholar.
The White House Commission on Presidential Scholars will choose the 141 scholars
in April. Up to 120 Academic Scholars and
20 Art Scholars make up this group.

PN Nightbeat: Racquetball Nationals Edition

From Portland, Oregon
Singles
No. 1 Joe Hoffman won 15-8, 15-7
No. 2 Ray Godefroid won 15-4, 15-6
No. 3 Spencer Rusch won 15-2, 15-4

No. 4 Paul Marsek was beginning his match
as of press time.
No. 5 Kevin Kissel won his first game
15-3 and was beginning game two as of
press time.

Doubles
No. 1 Hoffman-Godefroid won 15-6, 15-5
No. 2 Rusch-Kissel won 15-1, 15-3

Weekly
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by Matt Bettonville
Friday, February 29
Schedule R
Mix-It-Up Lunch
Sno-Ball @ Windows Off Washington,
8-11pm
Saturday, March 1
Muny Kids’ Auditions
Class of 2012 Placement Test
BB @ State Quarterfinals
Sunday, March 2
Muny Kids’ Auditions
CISL Speech @ Cor Jesu
Father/Son Day of Recollection 8:30am
Monday, March 3
Schedule R
IM-Soccer-Fresh./Jr.
Pasta
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Calendar

Tuesday, March 4
Schedule R
Rosary In Chapel
Mothers’ Club Retreat
Senior Tuxedo Orders
IM-Basketball-Fresh. Vs. Faculty AllStars
Chicken Rings
Wednesday, March 5
Schedule R
Fresh. English Tutorial
Senior Tuxedo Orders
ACES/PAL Session 6:30-8pm
Mothers’ Club Retreat
IM-Soccer-Fresh./Jr.
Brunch For Lunch

Poetry Night II
photo by zac boesch

Feb. 29 - Mar. 7
Thursday, March 6
Schedule R
Junior Rep. Meeting
College Visits:
Univ. of Notre Dame
Senior Tuxedo Orders
IM-Soccer-Fresh./Soph./Jr./Sr.
POLO @ Blue/White Game 4pm
JV-POLO @ Blue/White Game 4pm
Papa John’s Pizza

*Lunch menu subject to change.

Friday, March 7
Special Schedule
Nickel and Dimed speaker
Junior Class Liturgy
Mix-It-Up Lunch
K-12 Submissions
Muny Adults’ Auditions
Senior Mom Prom
IM-Basketball-Soph. vs. Faculty All-Stars
No Meat-Fish and Chips

Theology and Music
Field Trip

photo by will hartzler

Seniors Jack Dryden and Kevin Grosch, with help from poetry
teacher Terry Quinn, hosted the second SLUH Poetry Night
of the year on Wednesday. Senior Dan Wall read a poem from
his iPhone—he had forgotten to bring a hard copy along—
inspiring several other attendees to read from their wireless
Internet devices as well. Above, John Gibbs reads from a good
old-fashioned poetry anthology.

Theology and Music students spent their Tuesday block period
visiting the First Congregational Church of Saint Louis to take
a musical tour of the grandfather of the instruments, the organ.
Seen here, some students watch First Congregational organist
Ron Hall as he plays a fast-paced toccata, while some of the
students and teacher Matt Stewart stand inside the pressurized air chamber that blows the air through the organ’s pipes.
Hall performed many classical pieces, including the famous
Toccata and Fugue in D Minor by J.S. Bach. He also indulged in
renditions of “Take Me Out to the Ballgame,” “Here Comes
the King” (the Anheuser-Busch theme), and the Theme from
Phantom of the Opera. Hall explained the different parts of the
intricate organ, and allowed each student a chance to climb
inside the organ—an offer which all accepted.

