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SLUH legend Hagan, S.J., passes away
Kevin Casey
Core Staff

T

Served at SLUH from 1952-2004

he death of former faculty member
Martin “Marty” Hagan, S.J., was announced to the St. Louis U. High community during prayer on Monday morning.
Hagan served SLUH from 1952-2004 and
celebrated his jubilee 70th year as a member of the Society of Jesus in 2007. Although most current Jr. Bills never knew
Hagan, his legacy lives on throughout the
halls of the U. High in countless aspects.
“(Hagan) understood his job was to draw
people close to God, was to draw the young
men here on campus closer to Christ,” said
history teacher Tom McCarthy, ’80. “And he
did that, and he did it with grace and with
charm and with humor. He used theology
and English, and he used riflery to get to

that objective.”
During his time at SLUH, Hagan taught
theology and English classes, and also served
as a freshman counselor and in numerous
other capacities. But he is most remembered
for the compassion and care he showed
towards his students.
“He just had a way about him to take
care of people,” said Jack LaBarge, ’60, who
had Hagan as a rifle coach.
“He was a very sensitive man,” explained Ed O’Brien, S.J., who taught with
Hagan at SLUH for 12 1/2 years. “He’d see
somebody who was just not right and get
them involved in doing something,” such as
fixing a pool table with him. According to
O’Brien, Hagan’s most important quality was
that “he listened to people kindly, without
judging.”
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Senior Eric Lampe
(center) embraces
Jesuit Superior Tom
Cummings, S.J., after
winning the JSEA
Award at Friday’s
Awards Assembly.
Lampe was one of
three seniors to recieve two awards at
the assembly, which
recognized individuals and organizations
for their accomplishments throughout
the school year. See
article, p. 2.

“It’s a little hard to evaluate oneself,”
said Hagan in a 1997-98 interview with the
Prep News. “Well I try to be—my goal is to
be—a person who is concerned about everyone else, who is nonjudgmental. That’s my
ideal; I don’t always achieve that. But I try to
be nonjudgmental, and kind, and helpful.”
Hagan died Monday at 3:45 a.m. at St.
Louis U. Hospital. On Wednesday, April 23,
he was found unconscious on the first floor
of Jesuit Hall, located on the campus of St.
Louis University, at about 3 a.m. According
to Jesuit Hall rector Ralph Huse, S.J., Hagan
remained unconscious until his death. He
was 89.
Hagan, one of ten children, was born

see HAGAN, 15
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Clark’s departure
raises issues of
faculty diversity
Jim Santel
Editor in Chief

W

ith the impending departure of Dean
of Students H. Eric Clark, St. Louis
U. High will be left with one AfricanAmerican faculty member next year, save
any hires over the summer. As an urban,
Jesuit school that espouses a worldview
of acceptance and openness, SLUH seeks
“talented young men who reflect the economic, geographic, and social diversity of
the area,” as the school’s Mission Statement says. However, in a school with a
predominantly white student body, a ho-

see DIVERSITY, 17
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Students recognized
a t Aw a r d s A s s e m b l y

Chris Brennan & Peter Mackowiak
Core Staff

S

t. Louis U. High held its annual awards
ceremony last Friday, honoring seniors with eight major awards: the Mac
Boland, Dunn-Martel, Archbishop May
Service, Ed Hawk, Principal’s Leadership,
Raterman Book, Prudential Spirit of Community, and Jesuit Secondary Education
Association (JSEA) awards. For the first
time in SLUH history, three seniors each
won two awards.
	Brett DeLaria won the Archbishop
May Service Award as well as the Ed Hawk
Award. DeLaria received the Archbishop
May Service Award earlier this year (See Vol.
72, Issue 23) and said he was “very honored
and grateful” and that receiving the award
was “a very humbling experience.”
	The Ed Hawk award is given each year
to the senior who “through his love and dedication to St. Louis U. High and through his

example of working and giving, was most
able to influence his class towards success
by cooperation and unity,” according to the
plaque outside the main office. The award
is voted on by the senior class.
“I can’t describe it, to be honored like that
is something you can’t possibly describe,”
DeLaria said of receiving the award from his
peers. He added that the spirit of the Ed Hawk
Award is “the spirit of wanting to be a part of
something … this is what we’re taught. The
goal is to give back to the community.”
Senior Michael Clanahan said, “If there
is someone known throughout the senior
class, that’d probably be him. His persistence
in pastoral work to unite the class is a constant
presence that has brought unity.”
	Eric Lampe received both the Prudential Spirit of Community Award as well as
the JSEA (Jesuit Secondary Education Association) Award. The Prudential Spirit of

see AWARDS, 16

U. High hosts attempt at four-minute mile for injured SLU runner

Matt Bettonville
Core Staff

M

onday night saw both cold and
windy weather as runners competed
to break the hallowed four-minute barrier.
Although the weather prevented any runner from finishing below four minutes,
Big River Running Company’s Brigette
Schutzman Festival of Miles provided an
evening of food, fast running, and fundraising to support Brigette Schutzman, a
St. Louis University student who suffered
significant after a near-fatal car accident.
St. Louis U. High hosted the festival on
its track. Track distance coach Joe Porter said
SLUH’s track was chosen to host the event
because of its quality.
“It’s one of the best track facilities we
have in St. Louis,” said Porter. “Even the
professional athletes that we were talking to
that were at the race were talking about how
nice the facility is. It’s a fast track.” Porter
said that Big River Running Company Cofounder Ben Rosario’s,’98, connections to

SLUH as an alumnus also made the school
the choice for the event.
	After the junior high boys and girls miles,
a wheelchair racing mile, an all-women’s
mile, and a “masters men’s” mile for men
over 40, the festival culminated in the men’s
elite mile, featuring eight professional runners competing both against one another and
against themselves to try to win the race and
finish under four minutes.
	Two of the men’s elite mile runners had
broken four minutes before with three more
having come within five seconds of the barrier.
SLUH brought many students and faculty to the race, including Porter, head track
coach Jim Linhares, and more than ten track
runners, sophomore attendee Tony Minnick
estimated. ASC teacher Brian Gilmore helped
out with the festival as timekeeper for the
races. The festival drew 750 to 800 people and
raised $8,000 from admission, t-shirt sales,
and dinner at a reception after the races in

see GOING PRE, 19
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ACES members
attend diversity
conference in Col.
Michael Lumetta
Reporter

Five members of the Association for Cultural
Enrichment at SLUH (ACES) and Director
of Diversity Robert Evans attended a Jesuit
diversity conference hosted by Regis Jesuit
High School last week.
	The group left for Colorado by plane at
eight in the morning on April 24 and returned
Sunday at 3:30. Senior Aaron Shepard,
juniors David Blount, Alex Brooks, and
David Jones, and sophomore Luis Llanos
gave a presentation at the conference, held
at the YMCA of the Rockies in Estes Park,
Col. They also listened to presentations from
students from other Jesuit schools regarding
diversity.
	The presentation was on the topic of
heterosexism, the assumption that heterosexuality is the normal sexual orientation
in American society. “The media portrays
nearly all people as heterosexual,” Shepard
explained. “This unwillingness to show
homosexuals in the media creates the myth
that homosexuality is rare and of little consequence,” he said.
“When you go to Hallmark to buy cards,
you only see the man and the woman,” explained Shepard. “You don’t see the man and
the man or the woman and the woman.”
	The goal of the presentation was to
raise awareness of a heterosexual-dominant
culture. The students focused on the dignity
of human beings and society’s perceptions
of individuals.
Shepard said, “We just basically wanted
to show the awareness of how other sexualities are oppressed within our culture.”
	The presentation also included examples
of the hurt and damage heterosexism can
cause. The students used a letter from a
homosexual young man at an all-male
college preparatory school. In the letter,
the author expressed his feelings about his
school’s environment and its effect on him.
The presentation also incorporated stories
about Matthew Shepard, a young man from
Wyoming who was beaten to death because

see ACES, 19
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Winker,’06, and 133 Jr. Bills thank Clark for his service
To the Editors:
When I read in the Prep News this past weekend that Mr. H. Eric Clark would be leaving
his post at SLUH after this year I was struck
with sadness. Although I graduated from
SLUH with no demerits, my first experience
with Mr. Clark had the potential to result in
one. I was seen from across the hall wearing
a pair of sneakers on the first day of summer
school before my freshman year. After that
first day, I never forgot to wear dress shoes
to school and only forgot my belt once near
the end of my senior year.
In the name of the SLUH family, the
alumni who have gone before me and since
I walked across the stage at Powell Hall,

the undersigned and I would like to express
our deep gratitude to Mr. Clark for all that
he has done for this family. The dedication
and care that Mr. Clark brought to SLUH will
be missed and the school will never be the
same without him. Whether it was enforcing
the dress code, keeping the hallways clean
and safe, talking to a struggling student or
reminding us that “the gymnasium has been
transformed into the house of the Lord”
before every all-school liturgy, Mr. Clark
has made his mark on the students who
have walked through the hallowed halls of
St. Louis University High School over the
last 16 years. His insistence on excellence
and dedication to being a Man for Others

is an inspiration and made us better men
through his example. His outstanding style
and humility coupled with his magnanimous
personality will always be remembered. We
have no doubt that he will continue to change
the lives of young men as he moves on to
Loyola Academy.
	Thank you for all that you have done here
for us. Good luck with your endeavors and
may God bless you where ever you go.
Mr. H. Eric Clark, you are (as always)
looking very good today.

(he) could do better.” With that in mind, he
set out to take the test again with the hopes
of a 36.
Roughly two weeks after taking the test
unior Kevin Wright became the tenth
St. Louis U. High student since 2005 to for the second time, Wright was traveling to
earn a perfect 36 on the ACT after taking Indianapolis with the SLUH Lacrosse team
the test for the second time on April 12 at on a bus. Anxious to see if his score had been
posted, he used junior Charlie Rechtiene’s
Ladue High School.
iPhone to log online and
Scoring a 36 on the
find out his score. Upon
ACT has been a goal for
learning of his perfect
Wright for a while. His
score, Wright’s initial
sister, now a student at
response was “surprise
Duke University, scored
and happiness” even
a 35 while in high school.
though he had expected
The motivation to beat
to receive a high score.
his sister played a big
Wright attributes his
role in his desire to earn
high score to his skills
a perfect score, he said.
gained in math teacher
In addition, Wright has in
Craig Hannick’s ACT
mind schools like Duke
Prep Class. Because of
and Brown University,
the class, Wright learned
which require top scores
good time management
for admission.
skills as well as great
	According to act.
Junior Kevin Wright, the latest member
ways to prepare menorg, the national average
of the SLUH “36” club.
tally and physically for
score on the ACT in 2007
was 21.2, while only about one of every 4,000 the test.
He added, “Getting a good night’s sleep
students who took the test earned a 36.
Wright earned a 35 on the February ACT. the night before allowed me to concentrate
Kevin was happy with the score but “knew well.”

after surgery

Thaddeus Winker, ’06
Co-signed by 133 St. Louis U. High students
and alumni.

W r i g h t s t a t e o f m i n d : Tychonievich
junior scores 36 on ACT d o i n g w e l l
Chad Carson
Reporter

J
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Matt Bettonville
Core Staff

L

atin teacher Mark Tychonievich is
now in stable condition after undergoing surgery Friday to remove a cancerous
tumor from the head of his pancreas.
“The report from the pathologist came
back, and as far as they can tell, they got
(all the cancer) and he is cured,” said Latin
teacher Mary Lee McConaghy.
McConaghy said that although he is
rapidly recovering, Tychonievich will not
see any visitors while still in the hospital
because his family has decided that the energy required to see visitors is better spent
contributing the recovery.
Prior to the surgery Tychonievich had
been receiving radiation treatments for five
to six weeks to shrink the tumor to an operable size, according to McConaghy. She said
that the surgery was possible only once the
tumor was small enough. Treatment so far
has been a complete success.
	Tychonievich will not return to teach any
classes this school year, but McConaghy said
that he should return to his home to continue
recovery within the next week, according

see TYCHO, 19
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Auffenberg joins staff as Callon defends
Director of Major Gifts d i s s e r t a t i o n
to earn Ph.D.
Mark Waterman
Staff

N

ew St. Louis U. High Director of Major Gifts Tom Auffenberg reported
for his first day of work yesterday.
	Auffenberg is “very familiar with
SLUH,” said SLUH President David Laughlin. Auffenberg’s three sons each graduated
from SLUH (David ’07, Greg ’01, and Ryan
’99). He currently serves as Chair of the
Advancement Committee of the Board at
SLUH and has also been a member of the
Board of Trustees. His wife, Dale Auffenberg,
has served as Cashbah Chair and Mother’s
Club President.
	Auffenberg has also been very involved
with the Jesuits and other St. Louis organizations. He is currently a member of the board
of trustees at Loyola Academy and has been
a board member and retreat leader for the
White House Retreat Center. Auffenberg
was also a founding member of the Ignatian
Volunteer Corps of St. Louis.

	Auffenberg has owned Midtown Printing Co. since 1991. He has now handed over
control of the company to a management
team and will gradually spend more time
at SLUH. Prior to purchasing Midtown
Printing, Auffenberg worked as an attorney with a financial services firm and an
estate-planning firm. According to Laughlin,
these experiences gave Auffenberg valuable
knowledge of various donation techniques
and the overall gift giving process.
Laughlin said the administration has
been exploring candidates since former Vice
President of Advancement Thom Digman
left SLUH at the end of the 2006-07 school
year. Auffenberg is not a direct replacement
for Digman, however, as he will not take on
any oversight or managerial roles.
“I’m excited that Mr. Auffenberg is here
to join the efforts of our department,” said
Laughlin.
	After getting acquainted with his new
surroundings and the daily workings of the

see AUFFENBERG, 19

Pax Christi concert nets $750
for SLUH, Nerinx chapters

cess, yielding $760 to split between the SLUH
and Nerinx Pax Christi chapters. Additional
shirt sales have yet to be tabulated.
SLUH’s Pax Christi chapter will use
ax Christi held its annual benefit concert Friday. Originally planned to take its share of the profits to help ship books
collected at the conplace in the Drury
cert to the Toto Bora
Plaza, rain forced the
Academy, a K-8 school
concert into the St.
located in a slum in
Louis U. High gym.
Nairobi, Kenya. Nerinx
About 200 people atwill donate its profit to
tended the concert,
the Missouri Coalition
mostly students from
for the Environment.
St. Louis U. High and
	Apart from the
Nerinx Hall, the comusical entertainment,
sponsors of the event.
Robert Boedeker, ’00,
	The show lastson of SLUH theology
ed from 6 to 11 p.m.
Jr. Bills mingle with Markers at the Pax Christi
teacher Allen Boedeand featured five local
benefit concert last Friday.
ker, spoke about his
bands: Third Story,
Kali, the Drew Mantia Trio, Bush Goes time in West Africa. A representative from the
AWOL, Bucket of Truck, and Her Violet Missouri Coalition for the Environment also
Eyes. Despite a constant shuffling of band spoke between bands. Pax Christi sold cooksee CONCERT, 19
lineups and locations, the concert was a suc-

Mike Blair
Reporter

P
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Morgan Keefe
Reporter

E

nglish teacher David Callon completed the final step in attaining a Doctorate of Philosophy in English earlier this
week, defending his dissertation before a
group of professors.
Callon’s dissertation focused on the
works of two Catholic converts, Orestes A.
Bronson and Anna Dorsey, well-known in the
1800s but not today. In an era of heavy Irish
immigration to America, these writers wrote
for and about the new Catholic immigrants,
Bronson as an essayist and theorist, Dorsey
as a novelist. Callon argued that both writers espoused essentially the same vision of
a democratic, Catholic America.
	After working for six years on this dissertation, Callon deemed it complete this
year, and submitted it to his professors at
Washington University for review.
Callon defended his dissertation to a
group of professors from a variety of deparments.
When asked about accomplishing such
a major achievement, Callon said, “I’ve
worked on my dissertation for six years.
During that time I’ve had two children,
both my parents have passed away, and
I’ve graded probably over seven thousand
essays. I sometimes thought I’d never finish
this. Being done makes me feel 25 pounds
lighter.”
	Theology teacher Jim Knapp, S.J., also
completed his Ph.D. studies this week, but
he was not available for interview by press
time. The Prep News will run an article about
Knapp’s doctorate next week.
Dirty Fries to Kick out the Jams

Sophomore band The Dirty Fries are
playing at Cicero’s on Saturday, May
10th. Tickets are $8 in advance, $10 at
the door, and a $2 minor surcharge for
anyone under 21. You must be 16 years
old to enter without a guardian over 21.
Talk to sophomores Collin and Sam
McCabe or Mike Tynan for tickets or
more details.
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Laxbills stop slump in Indy, look to playoffs

May 2, 2008
Brad Tharpe
Reporter

C

oming off two straight losses to area
teams MICDS and Lafayette, the
St. Louis U. High lacrosse team needed
something to get them out of their slump.
Apparently a weekend road trip was just
what the doctor ordered, as the Jr. Bills
took second in a tournament then returned
home to dispatch the Parkway West Longhorns.
“Following those two losses there was
a lot of ‘Why are we so afraid of greatness?’
talk,” said head coach Ron Kelam.
Last Friday, the Laxbills embarked upon
a road trip to Indianapolis, Ind. to compete
in the Brebeuf Jesuit Invitational. The team
arrived in Indy late on Friday night and
the following morning played their hosts,
Brebeuf Jesuit.
In true SLUH lacrosse fashion, the
team started slowly with dropped passes and
missed shots.
“We were still sort of in our slump at
that point, and we needed to bring ourselves

out of it,” said Kelam.
	Although the Brinebills made it a close
game, they dropped their first game of the
tournament to Brebeuf, 7-6, which proved
to be the difference between first and second
place.
“The level of play wasn’t the best; we
easily could have won that tournament,” said
junior defenseman Joe Schulte.
Later that day the Jr. Bills took on Marquette High School, which traveled from
Minnesota to take part in the tournament.
	Although the Jr. Bills still had not regained their former brilliance from the first
half of the season, they managed to outpace
Marquette High, winning the game 8-5.
	The following morning, the team played
its final game of the tournament against St.
Ignatius High from Illinois.
Riding the wave of an out-of-state victory, the Jr. Bills handled St. Ignatius fairly
easily, giving up few shots and fewer goals
en route to a 10-6 victory. Overall, the Kelamx2bills took second in the tournament,
while Brebeuf took first.

“It was great to get to play teams from
different areas, but I think the main part of
the trip for us was unity,” said Kelam.
	Back on familiar turf, the Jr. Bills hoped
their dry spell had been cured as they prepared
to battle the Parkway West Longhorns last
Tuesday.
	Early in the game, however, it looked
as if the Jr. Bills had slipped into their old
habits, letting the Longhorns gain a four-goal
lead in the first.
	The Powellbills stormed back in the
second, though, on goals from junior Brian
Hof and senior Jack Reichenbach. The Jr.
Bill attack corps helped cut the Longhorn
lead to one goal, 7-6, as both teams headed
into halftime.
“The whole game for us was about
possession and controlling the ball, and
once we did that they couldn’t stop us,” said
Kelam.
Indeed, the Jr. Bills slowed down the
tempo of the game throughout the half, most
noticeably during a transitional period late

see INDY’D, 12

Basebills top Spartans 5-0, improve to 14-3
Joey Neill
Reporter

A

fter suffering two of the season’s three
losses last week, the Jr. Bills baseball
team looked to regain some momentum
with a double-header against DeSoto and
Parkway North on Saturday in the midst of
an action-packed day at St. Louis U. High
that included the Spring Fling basketball
tournament and a dance rehearsal.
Junior Mike Bucchino took the hill
against DeSoto and held them to only two
runs throughout the seven innings with the
help of senior Adam Belgeri, who got the
close.
Senior Mike Leibach got a big RBI by
driving in senior David Miller to put the
PFFlyerbills ahead.
	The game-winning run, however, was
scored on a mental mistake by DeSoto when
they allowed a fly ball to drop in the outfield.
That gave SLUH the baserunner that would
eventually score to win the ballgame, 3-2.
The Bills came out firing against Parkway North in the second game of the day

by scoring three runs quickly, but the final day, facing MCC rival DeSmet at Sheridan
score of 9-7 showed that game would prove Stadium.
No one scored until
to be a little closer. Freshthe sixth, thanks in part
man standout Sasha Kuebel
to senior pitcher Matt
punished Parkway with six
Holtshouser, who kept the
RBIs of his own. Pitching
Spartans hitless through
came from senior starter AJ
four and went on to pitch a
Greiner along with excelthree-hit complete game
lent relief from sophomore
The Jr. Bills finally
Clint Wobbe and Belgeri.
started rattling the bats in
Said head coach Steve
the sixth, unleashing five
Nicollerat of the wins on
runs. The rally started with
the day, “You know, the
an RBI triple by second
quicker you play and the
baseman David Miller that
quicker you win is really
drove in sophomore Clint
important in baseball. I
Wobbe. Miller then scored
think that was big and it set
from third on a sacrifice
the tone for this week.”
fly to left by junior Joe
	This tone was put on
Lafata.
hold as the Basebills were
The GreatBrandinibills
scheduled to play Parkway Senior ace Matt Holtshouser fires another
pitch against DeSmet on Tuesday. A scout
North again on Monday on hand reported that both pitchers were were not done, however,
topping out at about 81 mph.
tacking on three more runs
night, but the rains had
with an RBI from junior Pat Roy and two
other plans.
see BRANDINI, 18
The Jr. Bills did take the field the next
photo by zac boesch

see SOCCER, 13
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Track artists run to 7th place at Clayton
Stephen Kuehner
Reporter

W

hen asked why he dedicated his life
to running, legendary American
runner Steve Prefontaine responded by
saying, “A race is a work of art that people
can look at and be affected in as many
ways they’re capable of understanding.”
	Anyone who attended the Clayton
Invitational this last weekend will know
exactly what Prefontaine meant after they
witnessed several outstanding races. In one
of the most competitive meets in the area,
the St. Louis U. High track and field team
produced beautiful displays of athleticism
on their way to a 7th place finish.
	Among SLUH’s runner-artists was a
pair of milers, sophomore Bill Gabler and
junior Cliff David. In a race that took off a
little slowly, Gabler (4:36.67) managed to
finish 5th with David (4:38.81) only a couple
seconds behind him, in 7th place.
“(Normandy’s) Darwin (Price) went out
at a very comfortable pace, and everyone was
afraid to pass him,” said Gabler. But the two
Bannisterbills still managed a very good race.

“I really enjoyed running the mile and
battling it out with Cliff,” said Gabler, adding, “We both had great races.”
Sophomore Caleb Ford put together a
stunning 800-meter race. With Price pushing
the pace, Ford was able to hang in there and
push himself to a 6th place finish, crossing
the line in 2:05.07.
With the team faring well already, juniors
Austin Cookson and David KuciejczykKernan stepped up to the 3200 starting line,
ready to increase the team’s score. Running
together in a very competitive field, both
runners managed to break the 10:00 mark.
Kuciejczyk-Kernan finished in 5th place
(9:51.47), and Cookson came in right behind
him, finishing in 9:55.87 for a 6th place finish.
Senior Sam Parr took advantage of the
200 to show the crowd what a beautiful race
looks like. His time of 22.89 was good for
5th place. Fellow senior sprinter Tim McCann
tried to throw down an equally outstanding
race in the 300 hurdles but missed qualifying
for the finals by only 0.32 seconds.

TQbills overcome tough
environment, win at CBC
Tony Billmeyer
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High volleyball team
continued their conference play this
week with games at CBC on Monday and
at home against Vianney last night (see
PN Nightbeat, below right).
Having beaten CBC last week, the Volleybills came into the match confident that
they could keep their perfect regular season
record. The small but rowdy CBC student
section managed to get into the heads of the
SLUH servers, who committed a rare seven
serve outs in the first game. The defense
also struggled, as mental errors from the U.
High back row kept CBC right in the game.
However, the talented TQbills pulled away
in the end to win game one 25-20.
	The UncleAdamsbills failed to pull away
again in game two, despite a side switch that
negated the crowd factor on serves. Swanston’s consistent setting led the way for the
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	A trio of Relaybills matched the brilliance of the individual racers. The 4x800
team covered two miles in a blazing 8:24.24,
taking 5th place in the race. The 4x200 team
also finished in 5th place for their event,
completing the race in 1:34.21. Rounding
out the trio of scoring relay teams, the 4x400
team finished in 6th place, completing their
mile in only 3:30.20.
Now, although Prefontaine had only
been talking about running, the SLUH field
team showed that they could produce athletic
art that can affect people just as much as a
good race can. In fact, seniors Mike Rathmann and Drew Blackmon placed better in
their events than any of the racers. Rathmann
cleared 6’2” in the high jump for 4th place.
Blackmon, competing in the long jump, also
took 4th place, jumping 20’11”.
	The throwers were not quite as successful. Although none of them were able
to qualify for the finals, they chose to focus
on the bright spots of their performances.
“(Junior ) Evan (Sullivan), for the first
time, tried the glide technique,” said junior

see MICHELRANGELO, 12

Track Nightbeat
photo by zac boesch

Spikebills as he tallied 22 assists and helped
junior hitter Mike Adams get back on track
with an impressive 10 kills. Adams’ kills
deflated the momentum that CBC was riding
from the crowd and helped the Volleybills
escape with a two-point victory to take the
match in two games.
	The Hockbills carry a 14-0 record into
the final week of the regular season which
begins Monday against Althoff at home at
5:30 p.m.

V-ball Nightbeat
	The Volleybills handled Vianney last
night in two games, though the match was
much closer than expected. Following a
two-point victory in game one, the OSUbills
turned things around and controlled the second game to clinch the match and improve
to 15-0.		
—Tony Billmeyer

The track team won the MCC Championship
at the varsity and JV levels and placed second
in the freshman level. The varsity squad beat
DeSmet 97-92 in a meet that was not decided
until the final race, the 4x400m relay. Above,
senior Aaron Shepard runs the first leg of the
4x800 at the MCC meet yesterday.
—Brandon Thornberry
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Sisyphus spring edition set for May 6 release
Luke Chellis
Reporter

S

isyphus, Saint Louis U. High’s literary
magazine, is scheduled to release its final issue of the year on Tuesday. Concluding its twenty-ninth consecutive year of
publication, the magazine consists of the
best poetry, prose, photography, and art by
SLUH students.
	The 60-page spring issue contains 50
pieces: 13 prose pieces, 12 poems, and 25
works of visual art, consisting of photographs, drawings, and paintings. According
to literary staff editor David Spitz, the size
of this issue, slightly larger that the winter
issue of 52 pages, is fairly typical.
“This issue is particularly dense,” said
Sisyphus moderator Rich Moran.
Noteworthy literary features include
a poem by senior Matt Venker titled “30
Minutes Late for School” which earned the
privileged place known as the centerfold—
the piece exactly in the middle that because
of the stapling is perhaps seen the most—a
poem by junior Gary Newcomer on page
one titled “Handwriting,” a short story by

Sophomores

senior Jim Santel called “Burnt Out,” a short missions has been steadily increasing over the
story by senior Anthony Mantese named years as Sisyphus becomes more popular.
“The Weather Inside,” and the first chapter 	This issue features the art of freshmen
of a novel being written by Spitz called The Jim Reichenbach and Robert Lux. In addition, the Spring 2008 issue features the work
Laughing Tornado.
Interspersed throughout the publication of more sophomores than usual, including
stories by Rob
are a number of
Bertucci, Matt
remarkable pieces
Bettonville, Eric
of artwork such as
Lewis, and Mike
the cover design
Tynan and two
by sophomore
poems by Joel
Anthony Re’
Geders.
hand-drawings
“We have a
by juniors Matt
strong showing
Hohenberger
from underclassand Dan Baxter,
photography by Sisyphus editors (from left) Kingsley Uwalaka, Joe Lauth, and Steve men this year,
which is imporsenior Ed Nahlik
Portnoy gather around the square table last week in M204.
and junior Zac Boesch, and paintings by tant for the magazine in the future,” said
junior Chris Brennan and sophomore Joe Spitz. “Though we need better publicity to
Quinlan featured in color on the inside cov- freshmen.”
	The publication, though it costs about
ers.
“For the last couple of years there has two dollars each to produce, will be sold
been a pretty high standard,” said Spitz. “I for only twenty-five cents, but not for the
think it maintains the standard this semes- purpose of helping to cover the overhead.
“The quarter is just to get it in the hands
ter.”
	According to Spitz, the number of sub- of people who care,” said Moran.
Photo by Mr. Matt Sciuto

elect

class

officers

Mueller, Hagan, retain positions; Bedell takes over social office

Matt Bettonville
Core Staff

T

he class of 2010 elected its junior
year Student Council (STUCO) members Tuesday. Incumbents Kevin Mueller
and Jamie Hagan will keep their posts as
class president and class pastoral officer,
respectively, while the class social officer position was turned over to first-time
STUCO member Ryan Bedell.
Mueller, who has served twice as class
president, said that as junior class president
his responsibility will increase as he will
have more influence on STUCO’s group
decisions, and that all junior STUCO officers
have more responsibilities than freshman
and sophomore officers. Mueller also said
he plans to use homeroom representatives
more.
“I’m going to try my best with whatever
(STUCO moderator Brock) Kesterson or the
Student Council needs,” said Mueller.

The race for pastoral officer pitted
incumbent Jamie Hagan against first-time
STUCO candidate Travis Meyer. Hagan’s
speech emphasized the hard work needed for
change and student action in the St. Louis
U. High community. He closed by saying
that “No one ever led a revolution with his
hands in his pockets.”
Hagan said that as junior class pastoral
officer, he hopes to start his work early by
setting up a definite schedule for student-led
prayer services at the beginning of the year.
Hagan also said that he wants to institute
mandatory monthly homeroom representative meetings to get more people involved
with STUCO.
“Anyone who wants to do a prayer
service is welcome to,” said Hagan. “I’m
going to need a lot of help next year (from
classmates).”
Social officer elect Ryan Bedell spoke
about bridging divisions within the class and
working to improve attendance at the class

Day of Service and the ACES Mixer.
“I feel like I tried to know everyone as
well as possible and go out of my way to say,
‘Hi,’ to guys in the hall, and I think people
like that,” said Bedell. He said as a member
of STUCO, he plans to increase attendance
at all class social events and to “make our
social functions something to savor that we
can remember not just for a couple weeks,
but for the rest of our term here at SLUH
and after.”

This Week in Prep News History

(About the SLUH Carnival.)
“The Juniors will run the booths.
They will be the Cork Gun, 7-11, Dart
Balloon, Goblet Toss (instead of glass), the
WasherToss (which is similar to pitching
pennies), the Teddy Bear Toss, and the
Science Booth, (which) consists of trying
to guide a ring on a charged stick through
a maze without touching the sides.”
-May 2, 1980
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Classics scholars earn awards F i e l d h o u s e
g r o u n d
breaking set
T
for May 7
Will McManus
Reporter

he freshman, sophomore, and varsity
Dream Teams headed to Hickman
high school in Columbia, Mo., for the
state Latin test last Saturday. The 26 students of the three teams went to face the
other schools in the state that offer Latin,
in a Certamen, or quiz-bowl type competition. The trip was chaperoned by Latin
teacher Mary Lee McConaghy and parent
Susan Smith.
	The freshman team did quite well, placing first in their category.
	The sophomore and varsity teams also
managed to get into the finals, finishing
second. Sophomore Matt Tryniecki and
senior Tim Gallagher won a silver medal
for grammar, sophomore Tony Mellilo and
senior Sam King won silver for history and
culture, and freshman John Sachs earned a

silver medal for Reading Comprehension.
“It was really exciting,” McConaghy,
said. “It was a tough competition. They did
a wonderful job, they worked so hard.”
Senior Tim Guntli also won a first place
trophy for a test on grammar, his second win
in two years. Gallagher won second in the
same competition, giving SLUH a first and
second place finish.
“I thought I did better last year,” Guntli
said about his win. “I didn’t think I did as
well as I could’ve.”
While only a few students went to Columbia for state competitions, all of the Latin
students were able to take part in the National
Latin Exam (NLE). One hundred eighty-one
students out of the 206 that signed up took
the NLE. Sixty-five percent of the students
won some kind of award. The Latin scholars
also earned a total of nine perfect scores on

see VICI, 19

Spring Fling features basketball, mixer, and games

While students and faculty were hitting
the hardwood, others were munching on
the delicious food that the National Honor
t. Louis U. high held its annual Spring Society provided for the Fling attendees.
Fling, a day of assorted activities By serving hamburgers, hot dogs, Gatorade,
capped off by a mixer during the evening water, and soda, NHS helped raise money
on Saturday.
for the Key Initiative charity, the recipient
Thirty-eight
of SLUH’s spring
teams played in
fundraiser. NHS
the annual Spring
earned $225 from
Fling Three-onthe concessions.
Three basketball
STUCO also
tournament, run
provided enterby intramural
tainment for those
moderator and
students who athistory teacher
tended in the afterDavid Barton.
noon. A copy of the
After six rounds,
video game Rock
the winners of the
Band was set up
tournament were
in the Danis Lobby
Kesterson’s Gold The champion Gold Diggers tell everyone who’s number one. for anyone who
Diggers, featuring seniors Luis Soffner, Matt wished to play. A set of buckets was placed
Miller, Jack Twellman, and Scott Crimmins. outside for anyone who wanted to play washThe event made $440, half of which went to ers. Three giant inflatable bounces were set
prizes for the top teams in the tournament up outside as well: a giant obstacle course,
and the other half going to support the SLUH jousts, and a sumo wrestling wring.
intramural program.
see FLING, 19

Pat Lynch
Reporter

S

Photo by Mr. Matt Sciuto

Vince Mathon
Reporter

S

t. Louis U. High will be holding a
groundbreaking ceremony following
the all-school Mass to kick off the construction for the new Student Activities
Center May 7.
President David Laughlin, principal
Mary Schenkenberg, the student body, and
other special guests and beneficiaries will
be present for the ceremony. An address will
be made and a short prayer will be offered
for the safety of the project. Alumni and
benefactors David (’61), Tom (’65), and Tim
(’65) Danis, among others, will turn the first
shovelfuls of dirt to symbolically commence
the construction.
	The roughly $10 million project, led by
BSI Construtors, Inc., is scheduled to be completed by fall of 2009. Basic blueprint designs
as well as detailed graphic digital projections
for the building are being displayed on the
third floor of the J-wing. The over 40,000
square-foot building is a three-level complex that will house a full basketball court,
an auxiliary court, a wrestling mat room,
coaches rooms, locker rooms, restrooms,
and a concession facility.
 	The entrance of the complex from street
level will actually lead visitors onto the second level, which looks down on the courts.
The new gym will be named after a benefactor that whose be made public during the
ceremony.

Freshman STUCO elections

The freshman class elected next year’s
sophomore STUCO officers yesterday.
Tim McCoy ran unopposed and will
maintain his position as class president.
Philip Nahlik also kept the office of class
pastoral officer, defeating Nick Hartzler.
The only change to the class of 2011’s
STUCO Marc Fernan, who defeated
incumbent Social Officer David Dang.
—Matt Bettonville

Sports
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Inline earns No. 12 seed but falls in playoffs
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Ousted in first round by No. 5 Zumwalt S.

Ryan Boschert
Reporter

playoffs as the No. 12 seed. On Monday,
the team played No. 5 Fort Zumwalt South.
he St. Louis U. High varsity roller South’s speed and puck handling proved
hockey team finished up its regular to be too much for the Beezbills, and the
season last Friday
Bulldogs rolled to a
against Oakville. The
7-1 win, ending the
previous time these
Jr. Bills’ season.
two teams met, the
	After starting the
Jr. Bills pulled out a
season on an eightnail-biter. The team
game losing streak,
desperately wanted
the team managed to
to win its final game
pull itself together,
to avoid being the
squeaking into the
last seed going into
playoffs with a record
the playoffs.
of 4-1-1 in its last six
	After a motivagames.
tional halftime speech
“Just making
by head coach Tim
the playoffs was an
O’Neil, the Jr. Bills
accomplishment after
Senior Matt Beezley guides the puck against Fort
came out flying in the
the start we had,” said
Zumwalt South in their first playoff game.
second half. The Jr.
O’Neil.
Bills peppered the Oakville goalie with shots 	Even though the CFarbills suffered
and outscored Oakville 5-2 in the second through a tough season, there were many
half, but the comeback fell just short, losing bright spots. Senior Carl Fasnacht was chosen
6-5.
as the team’s MVP and will play in the upBecause of the loss in the final regular coming all-star game. Freshman goalie Justin
season game, the Rollerbills entered the Ragland was excellent down the stretch, no

T

photo courtesy of ryan boschert

Lacrosse Nightbeat

photo by zac boesch

Last night the St. Louis U. High lacrosse team took on rivals DeSmet in the
fifth annual Fr. Marco Cup. Senior Jack Reichenbach and junior Brian Hof each
netted two goals apiece en route to at 6-5 Jr. Bill victory. This marks the first time
in the history that the Laxbills have defeated the Spartans. Above, Andrew Howe
moves downfield.					
—Brad Tharpe

doubt playing a key role in the team’s late
season run. First-year player senior Chris
Faron was a key addition to the team, and
gave the team some much-needed muscle.
Junior Tim Potter led the team in goals with
12, while sophomore Danny Sommer and
junior Ryan Boschert led the team with 17
points each. In addition to Boschert, Potter,
Ragland, and Sommer, the Jr. Bills will
also look to junior Joe Barry to build on the
promise he showed after his late season call
up to the varsity team.

Wopobills win
to open tourney
Kip Tandler
Reporter

T

he water polo team shut down Ladue
12-3 to win the semifinal round of the
conference tournament Wednesday night.
The Polobills were the top seed coming
into the tournament, which started Monday, and advanced to the semifinal round
on a bye.
Starting the game with a rough patch in
the first half with eight turnovers and a 20
percent shooting rate, the Jr. Bills allowed
the Rams to stay in the game. But the Jr. Bills
stifled any further progress by the Rams thirty
seconds into the second half with junior John
Heafner’s counter-attack goal and another
by senior co-captain Tim Dale, widening
the gap to 8-2.
“We picked up the pace in the third
quarter,” said Dale. “I just wish we could
start the game out the same way.”
	As the third quarter progressed, the Jr.
Bills kept their lead, scoring four more goals
and ending the quarter 10-2. Two more goals
in the fourth quarter finalized the game at
12-3.
	The H2Obills aim to continue their
undefeated season in the finals tonight at
Lindbergh High School. The Jr. Bills will face
rivals DeSmet for the MCC title in their last
match before the district tournament begins
May 9.
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Tennis takes third at MCC, swept by Westminster
Andrew Nelson
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High tennis team had
to wake up early on Saturday to play
in the annual Metro Catholic Conference
(MCC) Tournament. After missing the
tournament last year due to a scheduling
mishap, the Jr. Bills knew they were going
to face some tough competition.
SLUH did well overall, with all of its
players placing at least third. At No. 1 singles,
freshman Greg Marifian drew DeSmet’s
Doug Brightfield first round. Brightfield had
already beaten Marifian in straight sets earlier
in the season, but this didn’t seem to faze
Marifian. The players traded service games
for the first half of the set, but Brightfield
pulled away and won the first set 6-3.
Marifian rallied back in the second,
runnning his opponent all over the court and
winning the set 7-5.
In the third set super-tiebreaker, Brightfield went up early with a couple of big
forehands. Marifian wasn’t able to come
back and lost 8-10.
Marifian won his next match however,

clinching third place in the No. 1 singles After narrowly losing the first set 7-6, and
draw.
winning the second set 7-6, Ferrell and
 After getting beaten soundly in their Hoffmann went down 5-2 in the second.
first match, No. 3 doubles team of senior 	At this point, SLUH and Chaminade
Brendan Akos
were both tied
and junior Jeff
for second place
Wang won their
overall in the
next two, placing
tournament and
third and picking
this was the only
up two points for
match left. Ferrell
SLUH.
and Hoffmann
Junior John
rallied back, both
Edwards and
holding their own
sophomore Joe
serves and breakMurphy-Baum
ing their oppoplaced third as
nents’ to even it
well at the Nos.
up at 5-5.
Junior John Edwards returns the ball
3 and 4 singles
Chaminade,
Monday against Westminster.
spots, respectively. Senior co-captain, however, was able to hold their serve at
Andrew Nelson placed second at No. 2 break Hoffmann’s to win the set 7-5 and
singles.
boost Chaminade to a second place finish
	The doubles team of senior co-captain, overall. DeSmet took first place.
Mike Ferrell and junior Tom Hoffmann
“After losing many first round matches,”
breezed through to the finals at No. 1 doubles. said varsity coach Mr. Patrick Zarrick, “evThey met some resistance, however, against eryone was able to pull it together and
Chaminade’s talented No. 1 doubles team.
see MELBOURNE, 18
photo by zac boesch

Ultimate vanquishes Vashon
ahead of state tournament
Neil Backer
Reporter

W

ith the state tourney less than a
week away, the St. Louis U. High
Ultimate Frisbee team hoped to close out
their regular season strong against a tough
Vashon squad.
After conceding the first point of the
game, the team regrouped and countered
with senior captain Ben Clark throwing three
points and catching one to propel SLUH to
a 4-1 lead.
In the cold, windy conditions at Forest
Park, upwind points were hard to come by,
and SLUH’s stellar defense vacuumed most
of Vashon’s long throws. Clark had 12 D’s
with sophomores Joe Edmundson and Will
Linhares adding five and three D’s respectively. The Jr. Bills were winning at the half
8-5 after letting Vashon get back some late
half points.
	At the start of the second half SLUH
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grabbed two quick points but lost three to
make it a 10-8 game. Eventually the Discbills
stepped up again and shut down Vashon’s
deep game. Seniors James Barton and Paul
Marsek caught the final two points, sealing
a 15-10 win.
Clark led the team with ten total assists.
Junior Pete Mackowiak and Linhares led all
receivers with three goals caught.
	After the game, head coach Eric Weiss
stressed intensity. “We have to play at the
top of our game every time we are on the
field,” Weiss said, “and we need to keep our
head in the game when we are out.”
Nevertheless Weiss gave credit to the
team on a day with miserable weather conditions saying: “Good teams find ways to win
even when they don’t play well.”
Up next for the team is the opening round
of games at state starting with Rockhurst, a
bye, Vashon, and later a chance for revenge
against DeSmet.

PN Nightbeats

Baseball
	The SLUH baseball team recorded its
second win against Chaminade last night
by a score of 16-5. The game only lasted
five innings with the mercy rule coming
into effect. A home run by senior Dan
James along with 5 RBIs from junior right
fielder Pat Roy helped propel the Bills to
victory.
—Joey Neill
Golf
	The Bantlebills, along with the nine
other teams from their distict, battled the
long rough and the gusting wind at Algonquin Country Club Thursday. Due to these
difficult playing conditions, scores were
escalated, with the medalist of the day
shooting a 76. The Golfbills struggled, led
by rounds of 85 (junior Colin Fitzgerald),
86 (junior Jeremy Schwob), and 86 (senior
Alex Armstrong). The team finished in
eighth place overall, and will be sending no golfers to the state tournament in
Springfield in two weeks.
—Jeremy Schwob
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So a Jr. Bill walks into a late-night studio...
Albers, ’86, finds success in laughter

May 2, 2008

Brian Bettonville
Features Editor

turn to their office to continue writing. Albers periodically brings
O’Brien the jokes they have come up with while O’Brien is getting
s the St. Louis U. High chorus entered NBC studios dur- makeup on in his dressing room. At about 4:45 p.m., the writers go
ing its recent trip to New York City, a Jr. Bill slightly more into O’Brien’s dressing room with 12 to 15 jokes from the day’s
familiar with his surroundings led the way: SLUH’s second ever original 80 to 100 jokes and narrow it down to around eight for the
Emmy-winning alumnus, Chris Albers, ’86, who currently works monologue. Albers said that O’Brien keeps to the pre-written jokes,
as the head monologue writer for Late Night with Conan O’Brien. though occasionally he ad-libs after a pre-written joke based on an
Writing a monologue for O’Brien is a very detailed process that audience’s reaction or the content of the joke.
begins as soon as Albers wakes up. In preparation for putting the 	After hearing joke after joke for all of his professional life, Aljokes together each day, Albers listens to the news on the radio in bers says that he doesn’t tend to laugh at his own jokes anymore.
“If the other writers laugh at your joke,
the morning (even in the shower) and also
then you know that it’s either a really sick,
watches the television news before arriving
dark, twisted joke or it’s really a good joke,”
at work.
said Albers. “There’s other times when
	Once he has arrived, Albers reads around
Conan will do a joke and the reaction isn’t
five newspapers and a dozen websites,
what we thought it would be, and either he’ll
scouring news stories for potential comedy.
bomb, which we’ll find funny because it’s
While reading and listening, Albers creates
not us out there bombing … or it will do
“premise sheets,” which have one-line sumreally well and you’ll actually laugh with
maries of set-ups for jokes, though not jokes
it.”
themselves yet.
	Albers also mentioned that they keep a
“If you can’t cover the meat of what’s
pile of unused jokes after a show to be used
going on in one sentence, then it’s too much
on later nights when they have fewer hit
information for an audience to hang on to,
jokes. Albers mentioned that “evergreen”
to hang a punch line on,” said Albers.
jokes are especially reliable: jokes involving
	Albers comes up with about three pages
new stories from small towns, for example,
of these notes before looking back over them.
or stories where timeliness is unimportant.
While he looks back over the sentences, he
	Albers traces the origins of his comedy
begins attempting to write punch lines for
career all the way back to his days at SLUH,
each news story. Albers said that he tends to
specifically the conversations he would look
get a punch line for about half of the sumforward to everyday in the cafeteria. He and
maries he has written.
his friends would talk about the parts of the
After finishing his pages of notes, Albers
late night talk shows from the night before
and the other monologue writers put their
that they thought were the funniest. He
ideas together and read them aloud. Not
mentioned Late Night with David Letterman
knowing who wrote what, they give each
as his personal favorite.
other feedback on what to change in a joke
When it came time to decide where to go
and ultimately come up with a list of 40 Albers (far right) poses with O’Brien and other writers on
the set of Late Night with Conan O’Brien.
to college, Albers chose Fordham University
initial jokes to show O’Brien himself.
	According to Albers, O’Brien does not have enough time to in the Bronx, a decision he made partly because Late Night was in
write the monologue jokes himself, because he is busy coordinating New York. While at Fordham, Albers took part in the work-study
other parts of the show. He does, however, look over the list of the program, holding a job in career planning and placement. This worked
40 jokes, marking which ones he likes, which ones he doesn’t, and out to his advantage, as he was able to hear about any internship
which ones he likes the “general area” of (which he marks with a opportunities that came through before other students. Albers eventually got word that an intern for Late Night with David Letterman
“GA”).
	After the writers go over the stories one more time looking for was needed right away, and quickly jumped on the opportunity.
more jokes, O’Brien performs them before a practice audience of 	After “hitting it off” with his interviewer and bandleader Paul
interns and other assorted staff members who have the time to sit. Schaeffer, he was asked to start immediately. Albers said that he
The best responses from these readings go on the cue cards, along never expected to be meeting ’80s pop sensation The Go-Gos on
with a few that get only mediocre responses but that O’Brien really his first day as a Late Show intern that same day.
	Albers would not stay lucky, however, as four days later the
likes.
see ALBERS, 12
When this is over, at approximately 3:30 p.m., the writers re-

A

photo courtesy of chris albers
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ALBERS
(from 11)
1988 writers’ strike began. Unsure of where
he would stand with Late Night after the
strike ended, he was hired back as an intern.
As his first internship neared completion, he
was hired for a second before finally getting
hired to a full-time job as a music coordinator
for Schaeffer halfway through.
	Albers said that he appeared approximately 100 times as an actor in various
skits. During this time, he became friends
with actor Chris Elliot, from such movies
as There’s Something About Mary. Elliot
advised Albers to begin writing so he could
write himself into skits, so Albers began
writing for the sole purpose of creating more
acting work for himself.
	As he began to write, Albers struggled to
get his peers to think of him as a writer and
not an actor. He submitted several sketches
he had written, but all were rejected.
Because of his failure with this first
method of just submitting skits, Albers decided to hand a page of jokes he had written

indy’d
(from 5)
in the third quarter when instead of attacking the net, Hof decided to take to ball to
a corner of the box and simply wait as the
offense got settled.
In the fourth, the Jr. Bills outshot the
Longhorns 7-1, and clinched the game 1510.
	The Jr. Bills have two games remaining
in the regular season, Tuesday and Thursday
next week against Parkway South and Vianney, respectively. The U. High lacrosse team,
although already in the playoffs, will try to
stave off these hungry teams and improve
upon their 13-4 record.

michelrangelo
(from 6)
Morgan Cole, commenting on his teammate’s
improvement.
With the Clayton Invitational behind
them, the Jr. Bills feel they are in pretty good
shape for their last few weeks.
“It was a good meet to place in and get
ready for conference,” said Cole, looking
forward to the district, sectional, and state
meets.

Feature
directly to David Letterman. After reading a
page or two, Letterman used some of Albers’s
jokes on the air.
“It gave me the confidence to keep going,” Albers said.
	After writing with Letterman for a while,
he was offered a job writing on MTV’s The
Jon Stewart Show in 1993. After working
with Stewart as well as with Bill Maher on
Politically Incorrect briefly, Albers landed
his job on Late Night with Conan O’Brien
in 1995, where he has worked since.
	Albers began his long journey toward an
Emmy the following year, when the Conan
O’Brien writing team was nominated for
their first Emmy; they finally won their first
last fall.
“I wasn’t even really paying attention,”
said Albers of the ceremony. He recalled
leaning over to the guy next to him and whispering, “I think it’s going to be Colbert.”
However, the show called was not
Comedy Central’s The Colbert Report. For
the first time since the show’s beginning in
1993, the show called was Late Night with
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Conan O’Brien.
	As the name was being read, Albers’s
first thought was, What other shows begin
with ‘Late Night?’ “The next thing I knew I
was walking past the cast of Grey’s Anatomy
and then The Sopranos guys,” he said.
In his current job, Albers does not get
to do much work in front of the camera
anymore—the last time Albers appeared on
camera was for a “Top Ten” on The Late
Show with David Letterman on Jan. 3. The
Late Night writers were still on strike, so
Letterman’s list was the demands of striking writers. Albers came in at number two,
saying, “I don’t have a joke—I just want to
remind everyone that we’re on strike, so none
of us are responsible for this lame list.”
“I’ve been incredibly lucky,” said Albers, reflecting on the journey. “I worked
really hard.” He said that he did not really
know anybody in the comedy business going
into New York, yet he still found his place.
“St. Louis U. High is the place that made
me believe I could do that,” he said. “The
core of me is St. Louis U. High.”

Tea time in 203

photo by dan everson

English teacher Terry Quinn and his British Literature class celebrated a tea party in their
classroom during activity period yesterday. Students sipped tea from either their own
mugs or mugs provided by Quinn, who also brought in cucumber sandwiches for the
class to sample. While sipping their tea, the class learned about accents of spoken English in both Britain and America. The Anglophiles continued the party into third period,
the class’s regular meeting time, during which they quietly read David Lodge’s Small
World as Quinn prepared the final pot of tea. Some members of Steve Missey’s American
Literature class, meeting next door in M201, threatened to dress up as Mohawks, raid
M203, and dump the Brits’ tea out the window, but no such action was taken, and
a peace, however fragile, remains between the rival English-speakers.
—Dan Everson
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Tim Wilmes
Reporter
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Underclassman Sports

JV and C Baseball

he 2008 SLUH B-baseball team, 6-5
on the season, has struggled to find
consistency in its play, especially struggling early on. After losing their home
opener against Belleville West, the Jr.
Bills bounced back with wins against
Chaminade and St. Mary’s.
Freshman Elliot Fish pitched a lights
out game against the St. Mary’s Dragons,
not allowing any earned runs in his outing.
Reliever Chad Carson closed the game as a
7-4 victory.
	Afterwards both teams gathered around
the pitching mound to offer a prayer in rememebrance of Mike McMahon, the sophomore
at St. Mary’s who died in February this year.
The Jr. Bills could relate to the pain that the St.
Mary’s players were going through, having
lost their beloved classmate Chris Zandstra
in the fall. There were also four players on
the Jr. Bills’ side who had played baseball
with McMahon over the summer.
	After the St. Mary’s game, the Jr. Bills

John Berger
Reporter

lost to Mehlville and Vianney but bounced Sophomore Dane Stole came in to relieve
Goedeker in the sixth inning and closed the
back with a win at Rockwood Summit.
door on the Falcons, who
SLUH showed their true
were slowly creeping back
colors against the Falcons
into the game. The game
in possibly their best game
ended with a groundout to
all year. Sophomore Alex
shortstop Austin Brauer,
Goedeker gave up only four
who flipped the ball to sechits to the Falcons and alond baseman Tony Randazlowed five runs, only three
zo to get the force out, giving
of them earned.
the Jr. Bills the 9-7 victory
	The Jr. Bills’ bats were
and a 3-3 record.
the true story in this game,
Although the season has
however. Freshman Espen
been somewhat of a disapConley had his best game of
pointment after last year’s
the season, going three for
6-0 record that the team
three with a double, triple,
posted as freshmen, the Bfour RBIs, and two runs
team has a lot of firepower
scored. Conley also managed
with the bats that has so far
to throw a man out at second
gone unused.
base from left field, and Fish
“We have to play them
ended the inning with a divSophomore John Helling sprints to third
one
game
at a time. We just
ing catch in center field.
base against Belleville West.
need to put things together,
	The stellar offense and
defense kept the Jr. Bills in the game, but and we’ll have a lot of success,” Stole said
see MEMPHIS, 18
clutch pitching won the game for them.
photo by mr. matt sciuto

JV Tennis

The first match of the season against
McCluer North illustrated the depth of the
he 2008 JV Tennis season can be de- squad. With doubles wins at Nos. 1, 2, and
3, as well as victories in the lower-seedscribed in one word: success.
ed matches across the
Wearing “CZ” on
board, the Federerbills
their jerseys, the JV
easily handed the Mcsquad has sought to
Cluer team a defeat.
keep the memory of
Another test of the
Chris Zandstra alive by
team’s depth was against
playing with intensity
a strong Parkway South
and determination. New
team. The Nos. 1, 2, and
faces, including sopho3 doubles teams were
more Brandon Eversgquickly handed losses,
erd and freshmen Jimmy
but the bottom ranks
Berger, Alex Childs,
fought hard to equalize
David Hart, Miles Mothe match score. Down
ran and Gil Plitt, have
3-0, the Nos. 5, 6, and
joined the returning
7 teams hacked away at
standouts—juniors John
Parkway South’s lead,
Berger, Bobby Fleming,
including an impressive
and Gary Newcomer
and sophomores Steve Sophomore Martin Lee lines up for a forehand. win finished by juniorBurns, Bill Franey, Alex Paino, and Andrew sophomore pair Pat Lanter and Martin Lee.
Pardo—to contribute to this year’s suc- After all of the matches were done, SLUH
came out on top by only one match.
cess.

T
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	The year’s only loss came last Wednesday night, when the squad ventured to Priory.
Affected by a heavy influx of pollen which
caused constant sneezing between points, the
Acebills lost several heartbreakingly close
matches at Nos. 1 and 2 doubles. The only
win of the day came in the form of a singles
victory by freshman Alex Childs. However,
the squad lost the meet, 7-1.
With a solid 11-1 record going into the
final match of the season, coach David Callon
is impressed with the team’s performance
this year.
“This is one of the deepest JV teams
we’ve had in a long time” he said. “Every
player can take the opponent put in front
of him; all of our players have solid skills.
We’ve worked hard and had much success
this season.”
	The JV season wraps up with a match
against Clayton today at Shaw Park, as well
as the end of the season tournament this
Saturday in Edwardsville, Ill.
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JV Frizzbills stay focused

Kurt Backer
Reporter

on a cold, rainy day, SLUH lost 13-11.
For the rest of the season, the JV team
he 2008 junior varsity ultimate frisbee struggled with a lack of players. One game
team ended its season by declining the was forfeited because of the use of varsity
final match against CBC to save players players, and the last JV game of the season,
for the varsity game later
versus Priory, yielded a
that day.
total of five players. The
“The JV team had a
teams played five on five,
good season,” said coach
and Priory won 11-7.
Eric Weiss, “but it was
Since not enough people
disappointing to have so
were showing up, Weiss defew people show up to the
cided to merge the JV with
games.”
the varsity, and canceled the
	The JV team started off
last game verses CBC.
the season against DeSmet’s
Since playing Priory, JV
JV. After a long, well-played
has done well with the varfirst game, SLUH lost 13sity. JV player Paul Marsek
Senior Stephen Schumacher (right) tries to competed with an all varsity
10.
prevent a DeSmet player from
SLUH held their own
team in the Madison Muddishing disc.
against DeSmet’s varsity, but was ultimately bath tournament in Wisconsin.
overmatched, and lost 15-4. Only six players
The final chance for JV players to prove
were at the start of the game against Clayton, their skill will be this weekend at State, where
but when varsity player Peter Mackowiack both teams have merged to form one single
showed up, SLUH climbed back into the team.
game. After another hard-fought struggle

T
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JV lacrosse, 14-2; C lacrosse, 7-5
John Sachs
Reporter

B

oth the JV and C St. Louis U. High
Lacrosse teams have had winning
seasons so far. JV has a record of 14-2
while C team has a 7-5 record.
	The SLUH JV Laxbills have muscled
their way through the season, losing only
against the DeSmet and O’Fallon varsity
teams. They started off their season well
with a six-game winning streak.
“The rest of the season is looking good,”
said freshman attackman Jimmy Reichenbach
“Our defense is playing amazingly and
they’re really working well together,” said
sophomore goalie John Barrett.
“I’m really impressed,” said assistant
coach Tim Sickles. “The team has come
together really well. Our two goalies are
really impressive.”
	The JVlaxbills’ loss to O’Fallon came
in overtime, while the DeSmet game was
rematched last night. The team has two more

games against Vianney and Parkway South,
ending its season with the JV Invitational
Tournament.
	The SLUH C team has arrived at a 7-5
season after a bumpy start, losing twice and
tying in their first three games. They have
gotten progressively better throughout the
season; four of their losses have been by
only one goal.
	The Claxbills are a second half team, so
they tend to start off slow and score most of
their goals later. “They are improving every
day,” said C team coach David Kupper of
the rising players. “It has been a good developmental year. There has been a trend of
guys coming out as team leaders. “
“We’ve developed a really nice chemistry,” said freshman midfielder Tim Williams.
	The teams has a season game left against
Vianney and two tournaments, CBC and
Parkway Central, to finish the season.
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JV Golf has
t o u g h y e a r,
finishes sub-.500
Conor Gearin
Reporter

J

V golf at Saint Louis U. High had a
challenging year, with a 3-6 record.
Yet many nonetheless emerged much improved through this adversity.
Head coach Greg Bantle said the most
important thing to look at in a JV player is
how they are shooting. He identified sophomores Mike McVey and Paul Ruppe and
juniors Mike Kennedy, Scott Trafton, and
Garrett Edler as performing well enough
to be considered for advancing to varsity
next year. McVey’s average score over the
season was 42.5 on nine holes, and Ruppe,
Kennedy, Trafton, and Edler averaged around
43, Bantle said.
This was the first year playing for SLUH
for many golfers, and these newcomers had a
difficult season. The freshmen especially had
a tough transition to make, Bantle said.
“It wasn’t a real strong freshmen class.
They struggled,” he said.
Kennedy said it was a hard season for
the team. He also was playing for SLUH for
the first time.
During the season, the JV golf team beat
Vianney twice and DeSmet once, but were
defeated twice by both Chaminade and CBC
and lost to DeSmet in another match. During
the MCC Tournament against CBC, Chaminade, DeSmet, and Vianney, the JVgolfbills
came in fourth.
“We didn’t get that many practices in,”
he said, explaining that inclement weather
kept the golfers from honing their skills.
McVey, who finished the year on varsity, felt the season was short. Yet he saw
much progress in the team even in this brief
time.
“It was definitely an improvement on
last year,” McVey said. “There’s some bright
futures on the team.”
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Hagan
(from 1)

in Wichita, Kan. in 1919 and entered the
St. Stanislaus Seminary in Florissant, Mo.
to become a Jesuit right after high school in
1937. As part of his training, Hagan spent
two years teaching at the St. Francis Mission
on the Sioux Rosewood reservation in South
Dakota.
	According to legend, it was at the reservation that Hagan invented the game “wall
ball,” which he brought to SLUH when he
came to teach in 1952—his first and only
assignment as a Jesuit after his ordination
in 1950. He set up 15 courts for wall ball,
a miniature type of indoor basketball, in
SLUH’s rec room.
When Hagan first came to SLUH, the
rec room’s pool hall had only eight pool
tables. Under Hagan’s leadership, though,
this number eventually grew to at least 33
pool tables, along with ping-pong, bumper
pool, and shuffle board tables, to make the
Jr. Bills’ rec room one of the largest in the
region.
Hagan’s devotion to the pool hall did not
go unseen. One of English teacher Jim Raterman’s first assignments at SLUH in 1973
was working in the rec room. He says it only
took him three days to notice “the incredible
harmonies that were going on there—the
balances and checks with ‘Nickel’ and with
a policy of the least amount of punishment
for a particular offense that would be effective. I got to see a world that was balanced
and harmonious and so much fun.”
“Nickel,” instituted by Hagan, was the
name given to the five-cent penalty imposed
on students when one of the billiard balls hit
the floor. It was through Hagan’s collection
of nickels, funds from the soda machine he
oversaw, and, according to O’Brien, his talent
of “making it or hustling it” that Hagan was
able to fill up the rec room.
Kate Hagan, Hagan’s niece and mother
of junior Connor and sophomore Jamie,
explained Hagan’s reason for investing so
much into the pool hall: “‘Well Kate,’ he
said, “Unlike you girls, teenage boys just
won’t sit down and chat. But if they’re doing
something—if they’re playing pool or they’re
occupied with their hands and focused on
another thing—they start to actually talk to
each other and there’s a bonding that happens.’”
In 2003 the rec room was named in
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his honor and a plaque was hung with his
picture. The plaque honors him as “arguably
the most well known Jesuit in the history of
SLUH,” calling him “synonymous with the
school.”
“I like music, but you know, to me
what’s more enjoyable than some very nice
music is to go in that pool room and listen to
those kids playing wall ball,” said Hagan in
a 1992 fundraising video for SLUH. “They
have such a good time. Pool players have
a good time, but they’re kind of quiet. But
the kids that are playing that little basketball
game, they are just having the time of their
lives. They’re laughing and they’re yelling.
To me, that’s music.”
	Hagan also spent much of his time next
door to the pool hall in the rifle range, where
he coached for over 40 years. It was there that
he led the team to five national championships, despite never shooting rifles himself
before he got to SLUH, and took countless
students under his wing. SLUH also won 16
(10 consecutive) National Junior Sectional
tournaments, six Midwest Grand Championships, and 22 (14 consecutive) Greater St.
Louis High School League titles under his
leadership.
“He was steady, he was supportive, he
was disciplinary,” said LaBarge of Hagan’s
coaching. “He was pleasant but he could be
firm.
“He used to say, ‘Stay alert. The world
needs lerts,’” said LaBarge, demonstrating
Hagan’s corny sense of humor.
Also in the basement of the school was
Hagan’s workroom where he maintained
originals of all the school’s keys. In a biography of Hagan, LaBarge wrote that when
Hagan’s Jesuit Provincial decided not to
move him to Rockhurst High in Kansas City,
“Hagan seems to think the gravity of the issue hinged on concern for the maintenance
of order and security of the keys,” rather
than “the consequences to SLUH of having
the supervisor and manager of the recreation
room, the coach of the varsity, B, and C rifle
teams, an English and religion teacher, and
a student counselor” be taken away.
According to Raterman, who was the
Prep News moderator from 1973 to 1996,
Hagan was referred to as the newspaper
staff’s Spiritual Advisor. “No one was more
supportive of the Prep News than Father
Hagan,” Raterman said. “He would visit
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us every Thursday night, just to see how
we were doing. If on a Friday or a Monday
there had been some controversy or some
difficulties, he would just see me and assure
me that everything would work out well.”
Raterman also recalled times “when we
had a particularly late night, and nothing
was going well, when I finally got to the
mimeograph press, I would find a note from
Father Hagan just assuring me that what I
was doing was important.”
While Hagan was still at SLUH, and
before the use of the Internet, he would go
around to homerooms on Friday morning
collecting extra Prep News issues, which
he’d then personally send out to alumni
across the country.
	Hagan is undeniably most famous for
taking the time to learn and remember every
student’s name. “He loved freshmen, and he
always made them feel very welcome when
they came here,” registrar Helen Klenklen
told the Prep News earlier this year. “He
learned to know almost all of their names
and prided himself years later when they
would come back and he would remember
them.”
“He used to come around to homerooms
and learn the kids, so they had to be in alphabetical order,” said art teacher John Mueller.
Hagan would go into the homerooms every
day until he was able to remember every
student’s name.
	Hagan would often study 500 pictures
a day. “It gives you power if you know
somebody’s name,” said Hagan to the Prep
News earlier this year. He explained that
the personal touch helped to get a student’s
attention. “If you don’t know somebody’s
name, you don’t think much of them.”
	Hagan even continued learning students’
names when he no longer worked at SLUH.
O’Brien recalls finding Hagan in his room
several years ago, riding his stationary bike
and studying pictures of the then current
freshmen.
Kate Hagan said, “I once asked him
about it and he said, “I think that when a
young man walks into (SLUH) somebody
should be here that knows him by name.”
	Not only did Hagan learn students’
names, but he made a point of knowing
the students themselves—even the ones he
did not teach. “He was infamous for keep-

see MARTY, 16
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(from 15)
ing track of kids who were struggling and
checking in with them frequently and making
sure they were on the ball,” said counselor
David Mouldon to the Prep News earlier this
year. “He was very gentle and caring, but he
could also be to the point with kids, tell them,
‘Look, we’re in this together, but you’ve got
to do your part and work hard.’”
Although McCarthy never had Hagan
as a teacher, “he sat in on my (freshman)
theology class one time,” McCarthy said. “I
thought I wasn’t doing so well, I was struggling, and Fr. Hagan said, ‘Who in here is
Tom McCarthy?’ I raised my hand. He had
the grades before we got them and said,
‘You’re coming up in some things, this is
good. Keep it up.’ Just (that) little word of

encouragement felt like a million bucks.”
	Hagan retired after 51 years at SLUH,
but continued to stay active at the U. High
until he could no longer drive.
“He had a lot of good qualities and he
had a lot of good things he could do,” said
Klenklen. “He didn’t like too much praise,
or for anyone to make a fuss over him, but
he was just a nice person to have around.”
“I think we all need (to be useful),” said
Hagan in the newspaper interview. “We all
need to feel that we’re wanted, that we’re
helpful to somebody.”
“He was just a stable character who
knew everybody in the school. There were
so many things after he left us that we felt
the void,” said Mueller.
	Hagan’s visitation was Wednesday at St.

Francis Xavier (College) Church, with the
funeral Mass immediately following. About
300 people, including about 30 priests and the
SLUH chorus, showed up for the ceremony,
which Huse presided over. Hagan was buried
yesterday at Calvary Cemetery.
“Seek beauty, seek the truth, seek goodness,” said Hagan in the newspaper interview.
“No matter what kind of faith—people get
all tangled up in their faith—the one duty
in life is to seek the truth. And what is true
will be beautiful, and what is beautiful will
be good. And that’s my goal in life.
“If you do what God asks you to do,
He’s gonna take care of you,” added Hagan.
“And I find that is very true. I wouldn’t trade
places with anybody.”

(from 2)
Community Award was given to Lampe for
his work on the Mission Mexico trip.
Lampe said of his application for the
award, “I talked from the point of view that
it’s not just spirit (of community/service)
in St. Louis, it’s important to serve those
outside of the United States,” adding that
the Mission Mexico trip was “the biggest
thing for my faith.”
	The JSEA award is given to a senior
at each Jesuit high school who exemplifies
Jesuit ideals and is well rounded, according
to Lampe. “I didn’t know about the JSEA
… It was a big honor, I was really excited
about it,” said Lampe.
Community Service director and theology teacher Colleen Rockers said that the
whole faculty is involved in the “serious process” of nomination and then the administration picks a winner. Rockers said Lampe was
“an excellent choice, he’s shown leadership
on so many different levels: Camden-Urban
Challenge, Mexico, STUCO. He’s always
kind and enthusiastic.”
Jim Santel was also honored twice,
receiving the Principal’s Leadership Award
and the school’s newest honor, the Raterman Book Award. Instituted in the ’04-’05
school year, the Raterman Award is given
to the “exemplary SLUH senior who reads
attentively, speaks from the heart, writes with
conviction, and devotes himself to learning,”
according to the plaque outside the English
office.

“The English aspect of my SLUH career
has meant the most to me,” said Santel, “and
to be recognized by the English department
was a really big honor because they are the
teachers who have really shaped my writing
and encouraged and inspired me.”
	The Principal’s Leadership award is
presented to the senior who demonstrates
an ability to combine academic excellence
and exemplary leadership roles in school and
community activities, according to Principal
Mary Schenkenberg. The award is actually a
nomination to a national scholarship contest
held by the National Association of Secondary School Principals. Schenkenberg said she
notified Santel in October after consulting
various faculty members.
Will Hartzler received the Mac Boland
Award, which is given to the “the otherwise
unheralded senior who … has most influenced his fellow students toward more united
participation in the spirit which is St. Louis
U. High,” according to the plaque outside
the main office.
Hartzler said, “There were so many other
people who deserve it.” He added that he
tries to do good in the community by “being
a Boy Scout and helping other people.”
History teacher Joe Porter said of Hartzler, “Will doesn’t get a lot of credit for things
he does around school. He’s very involved
in CSP and involved in giving himself to
others.”
Dan James won the Dunn-Martel Award.
Decided by teachers and coaches, the award

honors the senior who “maintains the high
level of scholarship as well as the discipline
and commitment of athletic participation that
earn him selection as ‘Scholar-Athlete of St.
Louis U. High’.”
James played varsity football and varsity
baseball this year, and has played multiple
sports in each of his four years at SLUH.
“He’s really a quality young man, both on
the field and in the classroom,” said B-team
baseball coach Scott Gilbert, who coached
James in his freshman year. “I remember
him as a mild-mannered guy who led by
example,” he said.
First presented in 1946 in honor of two
alumni who died serving in World War II,
the Hinck-Hereford Award commemorates
the senior who excels in leadership, scholarship, and athletics. The senior class chose
Matt Rice, brother of Hinck-Hereford Award
recipient Scott Rice, ’06.
“I’m just really happy to receive the
award. I feel like if somebody else had received it, I would have been just as happy
for them, but it’s a nice honor to have,” said
Rice.
	This year three seniors, DeLaria, Lampe,
and Santel, received two awards, bringing
the total in the past three years to five, with
Scott Rice, ’06 and Kyle McCollum, ’07
also receiving two awards.
Schenkenberg said that while the school
“does try to avoid that with the major awards,”
the process in which the awards are voted on
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Diversity

(from 1)
mogenous faculty presents several challenges to these ideals.
SLUH has never defined itself as a white
school, but the historical reality is that the
school’s students and faculty are typically
white. Despite its urban location and Jesuit
mission, the school has to contend with its
200-year history and the economic realities
of being a private school in its attempts to
establish a diverse environment. This is especially true in recent years, with diversity
becoming a hallmark of any competitive,
viable school. With such a high demand
for diversity and a competitive market for
teachers, SLUH has struggled to realize a
truly diverse community.
	Even the attempt at a diverse faculty—
manifested at SLUH as a handful of female
teachers and even fewer black teachers—
presents its own problems. Clark said that in
a prevalently white male environment, any
variations of gender or race are regarded as
an exception, however subtly.
“People don’t break stereotypes, they
bend them,” slightly enlarging their conceptions of race to account for any anomalies,
Clark said.
Clark said he is concerned that students
of all races at SLUH aren’t exposed to enough
diversity on a daily basis.
“It’s important that all students are able to
see minority figures in prominent roles, Clark
said. At SLUH, most African-Americans are
employed in maintenance or food service
roles. “Not that there’s anything wrong with
blue-collar jobs,” Clark continued, but having
minorities in exclusively blue-collar roles
reinforces stereotypes that students encounter
in the culture at large, he said.
“We need more people of color in the
school in professional roles and more students of color in the school, because when
you bring those experiences, you don’t have
a reinforcement of stereotypes,” Director of
Diversity Robert Evans said.
	Evans said he’s concerned about the effects of having only one African-American
on staff—himself—in a professional role.
“What happens when you see limited
representatives from different groups?”
Evans said. “What does that tell students
about African-Americans, and what does it
tell the African-Americans about what they
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can achieve, what they can aspire to?”
	Evans said that the SLUH curriculum
does a good job of exposing its students to
the wider world, but this may not be apparent
to a prospective student or a freshman who
isn’t as familiar with the school.
	Evans, who recruits minority students as
part of his duties, said that several minority
students have decided not to come to SLUH
because of its primarily white population.
Clark said he believes that this is a cyclical
problem—SLUH has difficulty attracting
minority students in part because of its lack
of minority teachers, but many people of
color want to teach and have an effect on
minority students.
	Evans said SLUH faces several challenges when it comes to hiring minority teachers. With more schools seeking to
present themselves as diverse institutions,
the competition for minority teachers has
increased. SLUH is at a disadvantage, Evans said, because of its pay scale. Being a
privately funded school, SLUH often has a
hard time competing with the pay scales at
public schools.
Clark said he believes that adjusting
the pay scale should be one of the first
possibilities SLUH examines with regard
to attracting minority teachers. He added
that given SLUH’s historically low faculty
turnover, which creates few vacancies, the
school must prioritize the hiring of minority faculty members when opportunities do
arise.
	Also inhibiting SLUH is its history.
As a school founded before the Civil War,
SLUH has inherited an institutional tendency
to attract white students and faculty. Clark
said that as such an old school, SLUH is
often perceived as an all-white school for
privileged Catholic males. Comparatively,
Cardinal Ritter Prep, another urban Catholic school, was founded in 1979 and has a
predominantly black student body and a
more diverse faculty. (Evans, who taught at
Cardinal Ritter before coming to SLUH in
2005, said the faculty there is fairly diverse.
No one at Cardinal Ritter could be reached
for specific figures.) DeSmet Jesuit has no
African-American faculty members, and
Clark said he suspects this is in part because of
perceptions associated with its West County
location.
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	There are no easy answers to the question
of faculty diversity. SLUH can’t suddenly
infuse its faculty with minority teachers.
Administrators say that in light of these
realities, diversity at SLUH must start with
attitudes.
President David Laughlin said that given
the challenges SLUH faces in cultivating a
diverse faculty—a competitive hiring climate
and low faculty turnover—the school has to
focus on constantly “renewing and revisiting”
its commitment to diversity, which Laughlin
said is “about the dignity of people, about
creating an environment for the Gospel.” For
instance, Laughlin said that when the school
was recently advertising for its principal
position, SLUH made a point to advertise
to a variety of communities.
Incoming principal John Moran said
that SLUH must be diligent about its attitudes towards minorities, especially its
female staff members, given that SLUH
is an all-male environment. He added that
diversity serves a practical purpose at a college prep school like SLUH. Since SLUH’s
mission is preparing its students for college,
Moran said that it’s part of the the school’s
mission to reflect the diversity its students
will encounter in college. Given the reality
of SLUH’s situation—the school can’t simply bring in a dozen minority teachers, for
example—Moran said that leadership roles
like Clark’s are the most important areas to
establish diversity.
	As Laughlin said, diversity “is not a
simple equation.” Though the implications
of diversity touch on some of our country’s
fundamental questions as evidenced by
the attention Barack Obama has recently
received for his speech on race relations in
America, diversity is not simply a matter
of theory. In an institution like SLUH, it is
restricted by practical concerns like salaries
and recruiting. Numbers may not solve the
problem, but abstractions won’t produce
solutions on their own.

Pax Christi T-Shirts

Today is the last day to order Pax
Christi shirts. They are $12. There
are also hemp bracelets left. If
interested please see Ken Homan
at locker number 103.
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medal. This is a demonstration of the tenacity
of this team.”
 On Monday, the AgassiBills took on a
very talented Westminister team. Due to a
nagging shoulder injury, Marifian decided to
sit out. Without their No. 1, the Mariobills
were forced to move everyone else up a spot.
No one was able to put anything together,
however, and SLUH lost 7-0.
 The loss made the Samprasbills determined to do better in their match versus Priory
on Wednesday. The two teams decided to play
district lineups. Edwards and Murphy-Baum
moved up two singles spots to Nos. 1 and
2, respectively. Without Marifian, Nelson
moved down to No. 2 doubles to team up
with junior Gabe Vitale.
“We knew it would be a challenging
match, especially with Greg missing,” said
Zarrick. “It was going to take a whole team
effort.”
Junior Dan Mathis filled in at the No. 4
singles spot and lost to his Priory oppenent,
2-6, 1-6. Edwards and Murphy-Baum both
won their matches in straight sets.
	After the Nos. 1 and 3 doubles teams
lost, Priory led, 3-2.
Junior Jack Berger fought back from
losing the first set to win his match 3-6, 6-1,
6-2. SLUH and Priory were tied 3-3 with
only the No. 2 doubles left.
Nelson and Vitale split sets with their
opponents to send it into a super-tiebreaker
for the third set. After going down a minibreak, Nelson and Vitale broke back and won
the tiebreaker 10-6, allowing SLUH to win
their last home match of the season.

(from 13)
about the team’s current batting.
	One aspect of their game that has not
been a disappointment this year is the pitching
staff, led by pitchers Stole, Goedeker, and
Fish.
“I’m just happy to be here and hope I
can help the ball club,” Stole said. “I just
want to give it my best shot and, Good Lord
willing, things will work out.”
Coach Scott Gilbert has also been a
vital help to the Jr. Bills this season, getting
them prepared mentally and physically for
games.
“It’s cool to see someone coaching
with so much passion for the game,” said
sophomore Doug Guilfoy. “He’s helped us
get better through drills and is very knowledgeable about how to coach us during the
games.”
	The SLUH B-team has a double-header
today against Granite City at Sheridan Stadium at 4:00 p.m.
	The C-baseball team is having a fantastic year so far under coaches Ray Bolte
and Mike Kroeker, holding a record of 7-2.
Despite being plagued by rainouts, they are
a most impressive freshman squad, posting
wins over DuBourg, St. Mary’s, Hancock,
Chaminade, Whitfield, CBC, and Riverview.
Their only two losses this season have been
close games with MCC rivals De Smet and
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Vianney.
Captains Tim McCoy, Brett Weber, and
Luke Carden have led the talented freshman
team throughout the course of the season.
There have been some standouts on the
team, including pitchers Danny Heinrichs
and Mike Lindblad.
Catcher Pat Reda praised the outstanding pitching rotation, saying, “It all starts
with the pitchers. They have good control
and speed, and they add to the already great
squad.”
Not only does the C-team have great
pitching, but they also have great position
players as well, including P.D. Brown and
third baseman John Taafe.
Captain Tim McCoy is very impressed
with Brown, noting that “he can hit the heck
out of the ball.”
	Along with talent, the Jr. Bills also have
a great coaching staff on their side.
“Coach Bolte has brought a lot of energy into the program,” Kroeker said. “He
not only has the guys playing hard, they’re
playing well.”
It certainly looks like the future of Jr. Bill
baseball is bright. “We have great potential
for the years to come, and we work well as
a unit,” Reda said.
	The C team plays today at Chaminade
at 4:15 and Saturday at CBC also at 4:15.

It’s Senior Follies!
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(from 5)
RBIs from pinch hitter Jeff Brand.
Said Brand. “I wanted to provide (Holtshouser) with any insurance I could give
him, and I just got some good metal on a
fastball.”
Holthouser ultimately did not need the
insurance as he kept the Spartan run column
blank throughout.
Next week will be a big one, as the Jr.
Bills face Jerseyville tomorrow at SLUH
and face conference rivals throughout the
week, with games against DeSmet, CBC,
and Vianney.

Carl Heumann, S.J. (senior Sam Burton, standing) tries to help STUCO get “back on track”
in the Senior Follies skit “Carl Heumann, Motivational Speaker.” Senior Follies takes place
Saturday and Sunday night at 7:30 p.m. in the Joseph Schulte Theater.
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Assembly

(from 16)
by different constituencies at different times
and honor different qualities makes it hard to
always have a different senior receive each
award.
“You’d hate to say that just because you
were honored for service, you couldn’t get
another award,” she said.
“There are many young men who are
also strong leaders who aren’t part of the
group who walked up to the podium,” she
said. “The senior class has worked hard on
leadership and I’m proud of them.”

FLING

(from 8)
STUCO also set up a stage for four
bands to play outside: Vicious Delicious,
which featured freshman Steve Seyer; Family
Dog, with juniors Rudy Brynac, Jack Leahy,
Mike Dorsey, Brian Kinealy, and DeSmet
junior Andrew Cortapassi; a band that featured seniors Andrew Hughes, Jack Hughes,
Adam Liebman, and Scott Melenbrink; and
sophomore band The Dirty Fries.
Following a brief closure, the Spring
Fling was reopened for the mixer at 7 p.m.
As with the Back to School Mixer, the only
male students allowed in the event were
from SLUH. The number of students that
attended the event was around 900, lower
than past years.
The Spring Fling Mixer has suffered
from behavioral problems in years past. In
2006, a fight broke out between two nonSLUH students in the faculty parking lot,
which led to the SLUH-males-only policy.
In 2007, some bathroom stalls were broken
in the men’s room of the Danis Lobby. That
act cost the school $459. This year’s mixer
only had minor problems.
“There’s no way to have a perfect mixer,”
said Dean of Students H. Eric Clark, who
said that with that many young adults in that
kind of setting, some problems are bound
to occur.
Overall the 2008 Spring Fling was a successful day. “The point is to have a little fun
(for the students),” said STUCO moderator
Brock Kesterson.
STUCO earned $7,856 combined from
the events throughout the day. The money
will be split up between the STUCO treasury
and the charity organization Key Initiative
Player.

News

CONCERT

(from 4)
ies and hemp bracelets, and took orders for
t-shirts. They also raffled off a door painted
with peace signs and quotes by senior Mark
Perniciaro.
	The concert wrapped up Pax Christi’s
“April on Africa,” which included the Day
of Silence and activity period speakers.
Senior Pax Christi leader Ken Homan
viewed the concert as a success. “I think it
went pretty well, especially considering all
the moves and accommodations we had to
make,” he said. “I think if it hadn’t rained
and it was still outside, we would have drawn
a much bigger crowd,”
Pax Christi moderator Rob Garavalgia
said that the concert was “an exciting collaboration with Nerinx. It was cool to work
with both the Coalition and Toto Bora.”
	The concert is the second in what Pax
Christi hopes to make an annual event. As
Homan departs SLUH, he remains hopeful
as he hands down the responsibility to the
club’s younger members. “I’m really grateful
to everyone that came and I hope it goes just
as well, (if not) better next, year,” he said.

VICI

(from 8)
the exam, including one from freshman John
Sachs.
In addition to the NLE, the Greek students, took the National Greek Exam. The
students took a Beginning Attic type exam.
Twenty-five of the students took the Exam
and 18 of them won an award. Seniors Dan
Behr, Tim Gallagher, and John Herbst all
earned highest honors.
“This was very, very impressive,” said
McConaghy, “I am extremely happy.”

TYCHO

(from 3)
to original estimates that said Tychonievich
would be able to return home seven to ten
days after the surgery.
Former St. Louis U. High history
teacher Steven Aylward has returned to teach
Tychonievich’s freshman and sophomore
classes in his absence, and former SLUH
foreign language teacher Richard Hadel,
S.J., will be teaching Tychonievich’s junior
and senior classes for the remainder of the
year.

AUFFENBERG
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(from 4)
Advancement Department, Auffenberg will
begin working in force with what SLUH
calls “major gifts.” Auffenberg will mainly
deal with some of the larger contributions
to SLUH and relationships with SLUH’s
biggest benefactors.
“It’s a fair amount of one-on-one conversations and presentations to foundations
and corporations,” said Auffenberg.
In addition, part of Auffenberg’s work
will involve obtaining funding for various
components of Vision 2000. “Certainly
(donations) are part of what makes that possible,” said President David Laughlin.
As for his first day at SLUH, “It’s been
good,” said Auffenberg.

ACES

(from 2)
he was gay. The students also listened to
presentations about how other Jesuit schools
approach diversity.
	Evans has previously led two similar
trips to regional and national conferences.
He said that the students’ experience of
listening to their peers is a major benefit of
the trips.
“It’s beneficial for them to realize they’re
not alone and to connect with other Jesuit
schools around the country,” he said.
Shepard appreciated his newfound
awareness of the prevalence of heterosexism.
“I was never really aware of how privileged I
am, being a heterosexual, just because that’s
considered the norm,” said Shepard.

GOING PRE

(from 2)
the Danis Lobby, Rosario said. Rosario said
that Big River Running was able to contribute
$7,500 of proceeds from the event to pay for
medical expenses for Schutzman.
Doctors gave Schutzman a one percent
chance to live after her accident, which left
her in a coma for about six weeks, Rosario
said. Schutzman stuck with treatment and
now she is able to walk and is undergoing
speech and physical therapy. Schutzman attended the festival and even briefly addressed
the crowd. Having taken her first steps since
her accident about a week before the festival,
she walked on the SLUH track for 25 meters
to a standing ovation.
“It was really nice to see her there,” said
Porter, a friend of Schutzman’s.
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by Matt Bettonville
Friday, May 2
Schedule H
Junior Class Ring Ceremony—Formal
	Attire for Juniors
Junior Ring Dance
B-BASE vs. Granite City 4pm
POLO @ Conference Tourney
JV-POLO @ DeSmet Invitational Tourney
TEN @ Clayton (at Shaw Park) 4pm
JV-TEN @ Clayton (at Shaw Park) 4pm
Saturday, May 3
Senior Follies
B-BASE @ Northwest/Seckman
	Tournament 9:30am
C-BASE @ CBC Tourney (through
May 10)
POLO @ Conference Tourney
JV-POLO @ DeSmet Invitational Tourney
C-LAX @ CBC Tourney
JV-TEN @ Edwardsville Tourney 8am
FRIZ @ State 8am
JV-FRIZ @ State 8am
Sunday, May 4
Senior Follies
C-LAX @ CBC Tourney
FRIZ @ State 4pm
JV-FRIZ @ State 4pm

Calendar

Orange Shirt Monday
AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam
Investment Club
JV-POLO @ Conference Tourney
VB vs. Althoff 5:30pm
JV-VB vs. Althoff 4:30pm
C-LAX vs. Vianney 5pm
TEN @ Districts (through May 10)
GOLF @ St. Louis Priory (at Bellerive)
3:30pm
Pizza Sticks, Burritos, Crispitos

Penny War
Standings
(as of April 30)
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*Lunch menu subject to change.

Tuesday, May 6
Schedule R
AP Spanish Exam
AP Computer Science Exam
Fine Arts Survey In-house Fieldtrip
Rosary In Chapel
BASE @ CBC 4:30pm
B-BASE vs. CBC 4:30pm
JV-POLO @ Conference Tourney
LAX @ Parkway South (at Parkway South
Middle) 6pm
JV-LAX @ Parkway South (at Parkway
South Middle) 4:15pm
Breadsticks, Taco Salad
Wednesday, May 7
Special Schedule-End of Year Liturgy
Formal Attire
AP Calculus Exam
Chorus Concert 7:30pm
JV-POLO @ Conference Tourney

Monday, May 5
Schedule R
Senior Appreciation Day

1. Seniors 		
2. Sophomores
3. Freshmen
4. Juniors 		
5. Faculty/Staff

Nickel!

May 2 - May 9

VB @ DeSmet 6pm
JV-VB @ DeSmet 5pm
C-T&F @ Vianney Invitational 4pm
Turnovers, Pizza

Thursday, May 8
Schedule R
Fresh. English Tutorial
AP English Exam
Senior Class Meeting
Mix-It-Up Lunch
Symphonic Band Concert 7:30pm
BASE vs. Vianney 4:15pm
B-BASE @ Vianney 4:15pm
JV-POLO @ Conference Tourney
VB vs. Chaminade 6pm
JV-VB vs. Chaminade 5pm
C-T&F @ Vianney Invitational 4pm
LAX vs. Vianney (Senior Night) 6:30pm
JV-LAX vs. Vianney 4:30pm
Mini Tacos, Chicken Bacon Cheese
Sandwiches
Friday, May 9
Schedule R
AP U. S. History Exam
AP Modern European History Exam
K-12 Submission
B-BASE vs. Parkway North 4:15pm
POLO @ Missouri District Tourney (at
Rec-Plex)
Cookies, Chinese

Grandbaby Wehner

photo courtesy of mr. dick wehner

+26,662
+20,950
+18,298
+16,674
–134

Current Total Raised:
$1,182.04
Remember! Today is
Double Point Friday!
“You must bring the change you want to
see in the world.” – Ghandi

The first granddaughter and second grandchild of Athletic Director Dick Wehner, Elsie
Marie Kiley, was born this week. She weighed in at 8.5 lbs. and was 20.5 inches long.

