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“If nothing else, value the truth”

Compromise reached
on Running of the Bills

St. Louis University High School, FRIDAY, May 9, 2008

Chris Brennan, Peter Mackowiak
Core Staff

T

he senior Running of the Bills will
happen today during the last 15 minutes of school, but SLUH’s Student Council (STUCO) has worked to ensure that it
will go forward without the destruction of
past years.
STUCO has formulated a compromise
between the student body and the administration that will move the end-of-year
celebration outside, said STUCO president
Matt Rice. While STUCO would not disclose
the details of its plan, Rice said there will
be a “surprise ending.” The plan, which has
been approved by the administration, also
calls for all seniors to be dismissed from
classes at 2:45 p.m. During the senior class
meeting on Thursday, STUCO presented the
plan to their class after the teachers left and

the seniors closed the doors.
No part of the plan includes an inside
running, hypothetically eliminating the
liability issues that come with a 250-plus
student stampede.
“When there’s 250 young men running
through a corridor, up stairs, whatever, and
if somebody falls up front, they would get
hurt,” said Assistant Principal for Student
Affairs H. Eric Clark. Clark, Athletic Director
Dick Wehner, and STUCO Moderator Brock
Kesterson will monitor the halls to prevent
running inside, according to Rice.
Principal Mary Schenkenberg said of
the decreased liability of running outside,
“Running outside is different; every football
game people run around. We are hoping it
will be safe.”
Seniors are not supposed to run in the

see RUN, 15
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A legacy
of openness:
Schenkenberg’s
six years

Jim Santel
Editor in Chief

W

hen Principal Mary Schenkenberg
was hired in 2002, the topic of gender dominated discussions surrounding
her selection as the first female principal in St. Louis U. High’s 200-year history. Now, as she prepares to retire after
six years, Schenkenberg leaves a much
broader legacy of technological initiative,
interest in student life, and a concern for
faculty welfare.
Under Schenkenberg’s guidance, SLUH
adopted the SmartBoards and projectors that
form the cornerstone of the school’s technology curriculum. Schenkenberg said she had
introduced new technologies at Nerinx Hall,
where she was principal before coming to
SLUH. The Board of Trustees asked Schenkenberg to specifically focus on technology
as principal, and so she began surveying the
faculty to ascertain exactly what it wanted.
“I wanted to be sure that any technology
was chosen by the faculty to enhance their
teaching,” Schenkenberg said.
Theology teacher Ralph Houlihan, S.J.,
who was principal from 1974-1979, said this
input-seeking approach has been a hallmark
of Schenkenberg’s tenure.
“When (the bottom-up approach) happens successfully, change occurs, and it’s a
positive change,” Houlihan said.
Schenkenberg also used technology
to give the student voice a new outlet with
the incorporation of the KUHI TV studio.

see SCHENKENBERG, 15
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SLUH community gathers for
groundbreaking of new Field House

Knapp, S.J.,
gets doctorate

B

T

Matt Bettonville
Core Staff

enefactors, alumni, and administrators formally broke ground on the
new Student Activities Center before the
student body at an assembly following the
end of the year Mass Wednesday. At the
ceremony, which had to be moved indoors
because of rain, the name of the Student
Activities Center was officially revealed
as the Danis Field House after lead benefactors and alumni David, ’61, Tom, ’65,
and Tim, ’65, Danis.
Construction began on the field house
last week when builders began digging out
the foundation area. The ceremony was a
formality to introduce the project to the St.
Louis U. High community.
“I think what groundbreaking says is,
‘We’ve planned for years as different portions of this have unfolded, and this is now
happening,’” said President David Laughlin.

“Over the course of the next year, we will
see a gym start coming up out of the ground,
and I think our groundbreaking says that
all of our hopes and dreams and all of the
generosity of many people have gotten us to
the point where we are now putting a new
gym in place.”
The groundbreaking ceremony was
originally scheduled to take place on the
south field under a tent but was moved inside
as rain turned the field into mud. Laughlin
said that although it “would have been nice
to have our students see the actual work
being done,” the meaning of the ceremony
remained intact.
“Fundamentally, we wanted to formally recognize the start of the project,” said
Laughlin. “We wanted to formally introduce
to our school the team that’s helping us do
it and thank all our benefactors, especially
the Danis family as lead benefactors.”

see FIELD HOUSE, 14

Cummings goes on Jesuit sabbatical
Kevin Casey
Core Staff

A

fter accumulating 16 years of service
to the St. Louis U. High community,
Tom Cummings, S.J, ’56, will be leaving
SLUH for perhaps that last time to go on
a sabbatical. Cummings first taught theology at SLUH from 1968-71 before coming back as president from 1977-85.
After serving as president of Rockhurst
High in Kansas City, Mo. and teaching theology at Regis University in Denver, Colo.,
Cummings came back to SLUH in 2003 as the
U. High Jesuit community’s Superior. Three
of those years he also served as Superior to
DeSmet’s Jesuit community.
The role as the Jesuit Superior will be
taken over by Carl Heumann, S.J., ’77, on
July 1, the end of both the school’s academic
and fiscal year.
According to the head of the Jesuit
Missouri Province, Timothy McMahon,
S.J., ’73, “The superior is responsible for the
care of the spiritual and the physical and the
community life of a (Jesuit) community. His
primary responsibility is cura personalis—
care of the person—so to see that the Jesuits

in the community are living healthy lives,
are faithful to their prayer ... that they’re
sharing their faith together, praying together,
celebrating Eucharist together.”
He also noted that the Superior “has a
special role to work with the director of the
work—in this case Mr. Dave Laughlin—and
that is to support him, to help him, to lead the
community in their mission to serve at St.
Louis U. High. So it’s an important role.”
“Having a sabbatical through the
Province is very different than through the
school,” said Cummings. “(With a teacher,)
it’s financed by the school to increase the
knowledge and wisdom and enthusiam for
a teacher. But when you do it through the
Province, you know at the end it’s open ended,
so it certainly will be a new assignment.” In
other words, Cummings probably will not be
reassigned to SLUH.
“There was something about hitting the
age of 70, where I’ve been president, rector,
or superior for 28 years, and so I just found
a deep inclination for more prayer and especially more creativity,” said Cummings. “I
started a book, and it’s impossible with the

see CUMMINGS, 14
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raveling yet again to Washington D.C.,
St. Louis U. High theology teacher
Jim Knapp, S.J., successfully defended his
dissertation to a group of professors and
received his Doctorate in Moral Theology
with a Specialization in Marriage and the
Family on April 30.
Almost five years ago, in 2003, Knapp
asked SLUH for a sabbatical so that he
could pursue his studies. SLUH consented,
and Knapp spent the 2003-04 school year
studying at the American campus of Rome’s
Lateran University, which is located on
the campus of The Catholic University of
America in Washington D.C. For the first
year, Knapp took several doctorate level
classes taught by professors at The Pontifical
John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family, a school within Lateran
University.
Returning to SLUH after that year,
Knapp asked the Jesuit provincial for permission to pursue his doctorate. The provincial
consented and Knapp continued to write
papers called doctorate seminars, commuting
to Washington, D.C. monthly to review the
papers with fellow students. Next, Knapp
chose the subject of his dissertation, named
Celibate Chastity in the Life of the Priest in
the Light of the Teaching of Karol Wojtyla,
and began his work on it.
After almost two and a half years of
writing, Knapp put the finishing touches on
the 360-page paper in the summer of 2007.
Moral Theologian William E. May, who
served as Knapp’s director for his dissertation, approved the paper around Christmas
and Knapp submitted the finished product to
the John Paul II Institute in February. A group
of five professors was given eight weeks to
read the paper, and then Knapp was called
in for the defense of the thesis.
After the session, the professors deemed
Knapp qualified and told him he had successfully earned his doctorate. Knapp’s doctorate is not a conventional Ph.D., but rather a
degree awarded by the church giving Knapp
the title of Doctor of Sacred Theology.
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Mrs. Zandstra thanks SLUH community for support
To the editors:
The 2007-2008 school year is coming to a close and it has been
eight months since my son Christopher has passed away. For months
I have wanted to write a letter of thanks and gratitude for all the
support my son and my family have received from your dynamic
student body.
The bereavement process for a parent is very slow and emotional
,but the recollection of the prayers and actions from the student body
empowers me to move ahead and be hopeful for the future.
My son cherished all his days at SLUH, and I know he lived
each and every day to the fullest. I am deeply blessed that he was

surrounded with such friendship and acceptance.
Thank you for the many prayers and letters and the support,
friendship, and kindness that were given to my son and my family. May the future hold many blessings for each and every one of
you.
Keep rocking for the Cure!
Sincerely,
Diane Zandstra

Kroeker reflects on experience at SLUH
community, and all of the secretaries. There are so many wonderful
people here it can be overwhelming to walk down the halls because
I want to talk to everyone. I have been told by so many faculty and
staff here how much they love their job. This school is so lucky
to have not only great administrators and faculty but those same
people are also role models for how to be a great father, husband,
and Catholic at the same time. I look at people like Mr. Clark, Mr.
Wehner, Mr. Sciuto, and Mr. Hannick and I think to myself that I
could only aspire to be half of the role model that they are. You are
my first students, and you have affirmed my career choice. From the
bottom of my heart thank you to everyone in the SLUH community
for the best year of my life. I have learned so much from you and
will keep you in my prayers in the coming years. Please keep in
touch as I look forward to hearing about the wonderful things that
you will accomplish.
Best of luck,
Mike Kroeker, ASC
Photo by Zac Boesch

To the Editors:
When I decided to do the ASC program, I envisioned it all happening a lot differently than it actually went down. I signed up, would
teach at DeSmet and stay there forever. As it turned out I was sent
here to St. Louis U. High which I figured would be great because
I would be living so close to my friends at the big SLU.Little did I
realize how meaningless that proximity would be as my free time
slowly got sucked away and I was either here at school or at home
sleeping. Volunteering here at SLUH has been better than any of
my years at the other school or any of my time spent at SLU.
Basically I wanted to write this to show my appreciation for this
great institution, the student body, and the faculty who have helped
me become a better person and teacher. I came into this school with
a lot of preconceived notions of SLUH kids: smart, bitterly sarcastic,
and willing to argue anything to the end no matter how trivial the
subject. Those stereotypes for the most part have been dead on.
What I didn’t know was how religious and committed to justice
the school is. From day one I have found this place to be extremely
spiritual in the least intrusive of ways. The participation at Mass
here compared to the other Jesuit high school in town is unbelievable. The student-led trip that I went on to Mexico has profoundly
changed my life. I can actually name the poor now and it has given
me a whole new perspective on my life and the lives of the poor. I
am a better Catholic for having taught here.
The academics at this school are second to none. What you guys
have to go through on a week to week basis balancing your schoolwork
with your extra curricular activities and some semblance of a social
life baffles me. The lessons that you have learned in time management and hard work will pay great dividends in college.When your
new friends complain about a four-page paper you will just laugh
at them and finish it in about an hour. You are indeed intellectually
competent. You have shown me what the students in my classroom
should be like and that will make me a better teacher. I know you
all are open to growth because I have seen you all become better
students, Catholics and people this year.
But most importantly you have been so loving. I never envisioned
that I would be accepted so wholly into this community as I have
been. From Coaches Ross and Kesterson in the summer going to
basketball camp at Rockhurst, to Trout Lodge with STUCO, the Jesuit

The Symphonic Band performs at the Spring Band Concert last
night in the Joseph Schulte Theater. The concert also featured
selections by the SLUH Concert Band, trumpet solos by senior Will
Hartzler and sophomore David Ball, a piece by the SLUH Brass
Quintet, and two drum ensemble pieces. Band Director Bryan
Mueller honored all seniors for their years of service to the band
and bestowed the John Philip Sousa Award to four seniors: Brett
DeLaria (trombone), Dan Everson (French horn), Hartzler (trumpet),
and Mike Watt (bells).
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Student art show successfully debuts Two students’ art
areas,” said art teacher Joan Bugnitz.
Nick Fandos
Postcards were sent out to the families
Reporter
of all students inviting them to see the work. exhibited in local
St. Louis U. High student Anticipation is high, as art students are eager
show
Theart annual
show opened
about their only chance to ceramics
PHOTO BY WILL HARTZLER

Thursday night. The
show their work this year.
annual show is the
Art teachers Bugnitz,
school’s primary art
Whealon, and John Meuller
show. The halls of the
are shouldering the bulk of
J-wing’s second stothe responsibility to display
ry, the art room, and
the students’ work.
the main art gallery
The show’s primary goal
are covered with the
is to show off the work of all
work of students of
of SLUH’s art students.
every grade from the
“I think students will be
school’s numerous art
anxious to see what their
classes.
classmates can do off the
“The drawings are
sports field ... see their creespecially strong this
ative side,” Meuller said.
year,” said art teacher
The art featured will reMary Whealon, refmain up in the J- wing for the
erencing the nature- The art show opened yesterday presenting art next week to allow everyone
into-inanimate-objects from students of all years and all art classes a chance to see it.
drawings produced by Drawing II students
“Everyone should come and see (the
as particularly exceptional.
show),” said Mueller. “It’s really well
“We think it’s a very strong show in all done.”

Junior Ring Ceremony
PHOTO BY Mr. Matt SCIUTO

The class of
2009 gathered
on last Friday
to celebrate
their junior ring
Mass, raising
their banner
and presenting
their class moto,
“We followed as
many. We lead
as one.”

Jack Newsham
Reporter

T

wo St. Louis U. High senior sculptors showed their work premiere at an
exhibition of St. Louis public and private
high school students’ teapots in the Loop
last weekend. The exhibition, sponsored
by the St. Louis Craft Alliance, took place
alongside “Infusion 10x10,” an exhibit
featuring the work for sale of nationallyrenowned studio potter Fong Choo, and
runs until June 1.
“This is the real deal,” said ceramics
instructor Mary Whealon.
SLUH’s representative Potterybills, both
in their third pottery course at SLUH, were
seniors Sam Gall and Jim Margherio.
“There were many good teapots, but
theirs are among the best,” said Whealon.
Both students submitted wheel-thrown
pots to the show, which featured the work
of students from 12 area high schools.
“Ours were really different,” said Gall
of the high school exhibition. “I liked the
way the base turned out, but it was a little
rushed on the glazing,” Gall said, who made
what he called a more traditional pot.
In the artist’s statement submitted with
his work, Gall simply explained his technique. Other descriptions, he said, “were
really deep and philosophical.”
After seeing the exotic work of the artists
of the main exhibition, Gall remarked that
the styles and tools used by the professionals
were impressive. “Seeing professional work
is really amazing,” he said.
Margherio, who says he spent his week
sculpting a more conventional teapot, agreed
with Gall on the other pieces at the show.
“Both of ours were the most conventional. The others were more sculptural,”
he said. “One of them was a toilet.”
Margherio spent a week throwing his
pot.
“I’m usually more methodical, and
this took a little more than average,” said
Margherio, adding that he was able to start
a little earlier than Gall.
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No. 5 Basebills lose to SpikeIt!bills
DeSmet, CBC, now 3rd in MCC b l o c k e d b y
May 9, 2008

Joey Neill
Reporter

T

he No. 5 St. Louis U. High baseball
team (16-5) faced Jerseyville, Ill., on
Saturday. SLUH defeated Jerseyville with
ease, 11-2.
Senior A.J. Greiner got the start and
freshman Sasha Kuebel provided relief.
Leadoff man David Miller led all hitters with
3 RBIs.
SLUH faced MCC rival DeSmet on
Monday for their second meeting of the
year.
While the Kraemerbills hit the Spartan
pitcher hard, they only notched a total of
four runs on the day, with RBIs from Kuebel,
junior right fielder Pat Roy, and senior Mike
Leibach.
The Jr. Bills appeared to be well on their
way to a second win over DeSmet. However,
with a few unforced errors and a few singles
by DeSmet, the DennisEckersleybills sur-

rendered seven runs to DeSmet in the sixth
and DeSmet took an 8-4 lead.
With a last-ditch effort to tie the game,
Miller and junior Jeff Brand reached base
in attempts to spark a 7th inning rally, but
DeSmet retired the next three SLUH batters
to secure the win.
“It really hurts. We were in the driver’s
seat most of the game, but we just let one
slip away,” said junior Ben Kraemer.
The GreatBrandinibills looked to bounce
back from this loss in a big game against fellow MCC squad CBC. The Jr. Bills looked
to avenge a 12-4 home loss to the No. 8
Cadets.
SLUH struck first with a run from junior Joe Lafata on an RBI from sophomore
Scott Milles. The Iheardthatbills tacked on
four more runs in the top of the 6th to gain
a five-run lead. But CBC would not be put
down without a fight and narrowed the lead
to three, scoring two runs of their own in

see BEISBOL, 8

Track dominates everything
at MCC’s, districts near

knew that. As senior Aaron Shepherd and
sophomore Bill Gabler started the race, CBC
opened up a gap, but when junior captain
he Varsity track team headed to CBC Austin Cookson took the baton, he got them
on May 1 to take on their MCC rivals. back in the race with a blazing split of 2:01.
The meet had been much anticipated since Sophomore Caleb Ford managed to hold
the beginning of the season, and is seen as the position, keeping the team in second
the first of many stepping
place.
stones on the team’s road
Despite not winning
to the state meet.
that race, “(it) set the tone
The goal was simple:
for the meet. It seemed like
“We wanted to win on all
the whole time the team
three levels,” said coach
was scrounging for places
Joe Porter. Completing this
and pointsjust trying to
task was not so simple, but
catch up,” said Cookson.
the Flanaganbills were up
The whole team knew it
to it.
was not going to be easy
For the first time this
to get a victory, but they
season, the whole track
also knew they could get
team was on the track
it done. Second, third, and
together, putting forth Senior Drew Blackmon sticks his landing at even fourth place finishes
last Thursday’s MCC track meet.
their strongest showing all
helped the team pick up
season.
points. The coaches kept telling the team that
It was important to get off on the right every point mattered, and in the end this
see TRACK, 8
foot, and the varsity 4x800 meter relay team

Max Ottenlips
Reporter

T
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DeSmet, draw
tough district
Tony Billmeyer
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High volleyball team
wrapped up regular season play this
week with matches against Althoff, DeSmet, and Chaminade.
Monday night, Althoff crossed the river
to put SLUH’s regular season undefeated
record to the test. The Volleybills dominated
the first game, 25-8.
The TQbills gave their starters some rest
in game two, which allowed sophomore Scot
Metzger to rack up six kills while freshman
setter Zak Robben tallied 12 assists in game
two alone. The Underclassbills pulled out
the two-game sweep by a 5-point margin in
game two.
Wednesday night the Jumperbills headed
out west to take on MCC rival DeSmet. Both
teams came out struggling, as the Sideoutbills
failed to put any of their first four serves
in play. DeSmet’s serving struggles kept
the game close early on, but their powerful
offensive attack came on strong as DeSmet
managed to take the first game by two
points.
The Swanbills’ serving and offensive
attacks seemed to be coming together in
the second game as hitters senior Pete Hock
and junior Mike Adams managed 14 and 13
kills respectively, and pushed the Jr. Bills to
a 25-22 victory in game two.
The Acebills looked as if they were going to follow a common trend of the season,
come out slow and finish strong, as they began
game three. The Jr. Bills kept the final game
close, as kills by middle hitter junior Rudy
Brynac, Hock, and Adams often deflated the
SLUHwest momentum on their senior night.
The Killbills fell apart under the pressure of
the DeSmet attack and solid defense, as the
Spartans handed the defending state champs
their first regular season loss.
Setter John Swanston commented on the
loss, “It is good to know how to play from

see TEE QUEUE, 12
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SLUH hoists Fr. Marco Cup for first time
Brad Tharpe
Reporter

A

fter a three-loss streak in which the
St. Louis U. High lacrosse team
dropped a number of conference games,
the Jr. Bills have stormed back with wins
against DeSmet and Parkway South.
Last Thursday, the Warriorbills hosted
the DeSmet Spartans in the fourth annual
Fr. Marco Cup. From the opening whistle
the game was charged with intensity, with
the Jr. Bills employing their attacking possession offense and the Spartans playing a
very aggressive defense in response.
The Jr. Bills drew first blood early in the
first quarter off a ground ball scooped up by
senior midfielder Mike Meagher. However,
not long after that, the Spartans pulled level
with a transition goal of their own, and they
held the Jr. Bills scoreless for the rest of the
quarter.

“Everyone was running really hard that
game, and consequently we were up and
down the field a lot,” said head coach Ron
Kelam.
With the Jr. Bills leading 4-3 entering
the second half, the intensity rose even more,
as the Spartans fought to take the lead.
“Both teams were playing really well.
It seemed like they scouted us out a lot
beforehand,” said senior goalkeeper Zach
Schmuke.
Schmuke made a number of spectacular
saves and, along with the rest of the defense,
kept the Eastcoastbills in the driver’s seat
throughout the second half, where they
racked up five minutes of penalty time.
As the game approached its close in the
fourth quarter deadlocked 5-5, junior sharpshooter Robbie Fonke blazed a shot from the
outside straight past the goalie’s stick, giving
the Jr. Bills the lead. Immediately the bench
roared its approval, but it soon quieted down

as assistant coach Josh Moss reminded the
team, “We’re not out yet.”
The Laxbills held off the Spartans’ last
ditch efforts to draw even and won the game
6-5, winning the Fr. Marco Cup for the first
time since its inception, and beating DeSmet
for the first time in the history of the SLUH
lacrosse program.
The following Tuesday the Kelamx2bills
traveled to Parkway South Middle School to
take on the Parkway South Patriots.
“These last games are gonna be tough,
because these teams are hungry to take down
one of the top dogs and prove that they can
play,” said Kelam.
From the beginning, however, it was
clear that the Patriots posed little threat to
the Jr. Bills, as they scored 5 goals in the
first quarter, while holding Parkway South
scoreless.
“It was a good game because we got

deep Kirkwood team in a sweep (0-7) on
Thursday, the Zarrick-Callonbills hoped to
win the final match of the regular season
against Clayton. Emotions ran high as the
Jr. Bills played close matches at every spot
on varsity.
Seniors Brendan Akos and Jack Pitts
played one of their best matches of the season
together. After winning the first set 6-4, the
No. 3 doubles team dropped the second set.
Due to time constraints, they played a super
tie-breaker for the third set. After a lead of 9-7,
Pitts and Akos found themselves down 10-11,
and eventually fell to the Greyhounds.
At No. 2 doubles, Nelson and junior
Gabe Vitale had a similarly intense match.
After battling back and forth with their adversaries, they eventually lost.
The dominant No. 1 doubles tandem of
Mike Ferrell and Tom Hoffman also lost.
Most of the singles players also struggled
at Clayton. Junior singles players Dan Matthis (No. 4), Jack Berger (No. 3), and John
Edwards (No. 1) all eventually fell in their
close matches. It was a difficult time for the
singles players because all of them were
moved up at least one spot after changes in
the lineup for districts. Although most of the
matches were quite close, the Nadalbills fell
to Clayton 1-6.

The story of the last week, however, has
was sophomore “Big Joe” Murphy-Baum.
Murphy-Baum was the only one to save the
Jr. Bills from complete embarrassment at
Clayton, winning his No. 2 match, and has
continued his success through this week in
the district tournament. Murphy-Baum upset
the second-ranked singles player in his division and moved on in the tournament.
Although he lost in the championship
to the top-ranked player in the division from
Pattonville, Murphy-Baum contributed
points that may help the team advance into
the next round towards the state tournament.
He also qualified for individuals for the state
competition.
“Murphy-Baum pulled an upset against
a No. 2 seed. He’s playing solidly and looks
promising for regionals, sectionals, and
state. It’s a pretty big accomplishment for a
sophomore as a singles seed to qualify for
state,” said Nelson.
The No. 2 doubles team of Nelson and
Marifan beat McCluer North, taking first
place in district by beating the No. 1 team of
Ferrell and Hoffman, which beat Parkway
North to advance to the finals. The team
won districts with 37 and a half points and
advances to regionals against McCluer

see GLORY, 12

Tennis takes District, set for McCluer North
Brendan Akos
Reporter

A

fter another tumultuous set of matches for the Nadalbills last week, the Jr.
Bills appear to have returned to strength at
the right time—for district play. After falling twice last week to strong Kirkwood
and Clayton squads, the Jr. Bills have
played up to their full potential this week
in the district tournament.
The Federerbills were plagued by injuries in the two weeks before the district
tournament. Freshman phenom Greg Marifian has struggled with a shoulder injury.
Head coach Patrick Zarrick decided to rest
Marifian for most of the regular season following the MCC Tournament.
Senior co-captain Andrew Nelson also
had to sit out a few matches last week due
to soreness and wear and tear injuries.
After sufficient rest, both players were
able to return to play, but not at their typical Nos. 1 and 2 singles spots. After careful
planning for the district tournament, Zarrick
placed Marifian and Nelson at No. 2 doubles
in hopes to strengthen the team’s bid for State
(individual and team qualifications) and to
save Marifian’s shoulder.
After the Jr. Bills fell to a talented and

see SONNET, 12
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Dan Everson
Sports Editor

Social studies teacher Peggy Pride has taught 26 senior classes
the science of economics in her years at SLUH. This year, though,
her seventh period AP Macroecomonics class will not only be her
students’ last class at SLUH, it will also be hers.
Pride has decided to retire from teaching after 34 years in the
classroom. When she started at St. Louis U. High in 1982, Pride
taught freshman global history and accounting in addition to economics. The economics class became so popular under Pride that
she dropped her other two classes to focus on economics—and later
AP Micro- and Macroeconomics—full time.
Outside of the classroom Pride has moderated several economics extracurricular activities, including the FED Challenge in the
late 90s, the Economic Challenge early in the millennium, and the
Investment Club, which started this year. She has also moderated
the Meteorology Club.
Pride has also held several leadership positions among the faculty. She has served as faculty technology consultant (a link between
the faculty and the technology staff), chairman of the Technology
Committee for the past ten years, and chair of the social studies
department from 1993-2005.
Some of Pride’s most significant accomplishments came as
department chair. Pride said she restructured the social studies curriculum to give it “more sequence and scope.” Under her leadership,
she explained, the department set out to define what students should
learn in their freshman and sophomore years, including material
as well as study skills. The department began aiming to reinforce
and refine those skills in the junior year, preparing students for AP
courses in the senior year.
“If guys hadn’t had that training,” Pride said, “AP courses in
the senior year couldn’t fly—couldn’t do as well. You come out of
our department with a set of study skills, a set of thinking skills. I
think, in a way, that’s my biggest achievement.”
Pride is a leader in economics education at the national level
too. She served on the College Board’s AP Economics test development committee for five years and currently sits on the College
Board’s social science committee. Her experience with the College
Board makes her a valuable resource to her students and to other
AP Economics instructors, whom she teaches how to teach an AP
Economics class at conferences nationwide.
On the test development committee, Pride did a lot to standardize the test. For instance, she helped clarify the language used in
free-response questions so that examinees can better understand
what the test is asking. She also helped standardize the test’s grading rubric.
Pride applied to SLUH almost by accident, after seeing an ad
for an accounting and economics teacher in the newspaper while
reading the want ads for fun with her children. The ad did not mention which school wanted a teacher, but Pride sent in a résumé just
to see what would happen. She was soon in an interview with James
Robinson, for whom the Robinson Library is named. Robinson, in
his 70s, mentioned that he had never interviewed a woman before,

to which Pride responded, “Oh, I won’t hurt you.” The next morning, Robinson died of a heart attack.
“When I got the job, everybody said, ‘You killed James Robinson!’” Pride laughed.
Pride said she was aware of SLUH before she took the job but
was not very familiar with Jesuit education. Coming out of the era
of the Vietnam War and its protests, Pride said, she was eager to get
out of the house, away from being a stay-at-home mom.
“I was one of those women who wasn’t going to just stay home
forever and watch my kids,” she said. “I just felt I had a calling to
do something else. I was a ‘modern woman.’”
Pride, who began at SLUH the same year as math teacher Beth
Kissell, felt she and Kissell were the start of a trend of hiring women
at SLUH, which quickly spread into other departments. As a female
teacher in an all-boys school, Pride said she hoped to bring an element of “worldliness” to the classroom, in the sense that there are
women in the world too.
“In my early years I fought a battle: Your behavior is unacceptable. The ‘Old Boys’ Network,’ the ‘Boys will be boys’ attitude is
no good. It won’t work in the real world. You might have a woman
boss sometime—how are you going to handle that? So I brought
that element. What’s the world really like, with men and women
working together?”
When she began in 1982, parents at Open House asked Pride
questions like, “What would a woman know about economics?”
“All I had to do was prove it to ’em—and that took me, you know,
not very long to do. From then on, I got those questions no more.
So I was kind of a role model showing, ‘Hey, what do you mean?
Women can do this.’”
When Pride arrived at SLUH, she sat across from longtime
SLUH history teachers Danno Monahan, Stephen Aylward, and
Richard Mueller in the social studies office. She said these three men,
along with former history teacher and principal Art Zinselmeyer,
were valuable mentors to her in her early years as a Jr. Bill.
Now occupying Monahan, Aylward, and Mueller’s desks in
the social studies office is a younger generation of teachers—Bob
O’Connell, Anne-Marie Lodholz, and Zinselmeyer’s nephew Tom—
for whom Pride is now the mentor.
Pride hopes to be an example to the younger teachers at SLUH
of a teacher who has high expectations for her students and who
meets her students’ high expectations for her by being prepared every
day. She also offers encouragement to teachers in their Master’s
programs and even offers her expertise in economics. Last summer, for example, she led a seminar for SLUH history teachers in
which she explained the economics of important historical events
and helped plan lessons that incorporated economics into history.
Lodholz and Tom Zinselmeyer both described Pride as encouraging and supportive. For example, before Lodholz’s first school year
at SLUH started, Pride called her, and the two went out to lunch.
Pride also helped Lodholz, a fellow female teacher in an all-boys
school, adjust to that situation. Lodholz kept a log of experiences in
the classroom, and the two discussed her experiences once a
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month.
“Just talking about discipline issues in an all-male school, being a woman” was the most significant part of their conversations,
Lodholz said.
Pride is also known for bringing baked goods for the department. “I’m the mom now—in here anyway,” she said.
Pride said she loves teaching at SLUH because the environment
enables her to teach easily. “The joy of being at SLUH is (that) you
can teach,” she said. “You don’t have to worry about discipline.
And that just makes the classes so much more pleasurable.” She
credited Dean of Students H. Eric Clark for helping to maintain
such an environment.
Pride emphasized that, without the quality of the students and
the school, she would not have stuck around SLUH for 26 years.
“If I had been in some other school, if it wasn’t the high expectations,
if it wasn’t the support of the administration—like Mr. Clark—I’d
be long gone,” Pride said.
Next year, Pride will be gone, but she leaves SLUH happily.
“I’m not leaving because I’m mad at somebody or I hate it or
anything like that,” she said. “I’m just moving because in life, you
learn that there are stages in your life (that) you go through, and
I’m at that next stage.”
Pride said she plans to relax, read books, travel, and spend time
with her husband and new granddaughter, who is due in August.
She said she will likely do volunteer work after a while.
In her time teaching at SLUH, Pride said, she hopes she’s helped
teach not just economics but the values in the Grad at Grad. “Have
I given you intellectual curiosity? Have I given you a striving to
do the best you can? Have I given you some realization (that) God
is in your life? Have I done all those things?” Pride asked. “Maybe

TRACK
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proved to be true.
The distance squad continued to rack
up points throughout the meet. In the 1600,
junior John Clohisy finished second in
4:27.9, four seconds ahead of fellow junior
David Kuciejczyk-Kernan, who came in at
third place. In the two-mile, Cookson and
sophomore Bill Gabler took third and fourth,
respectively.
The sprint squad, not to be outdone,
managed to scrape some points of their own.
Senior captain Sam Parr led the squad, busting out with a blazing 22.4 in the open 200
meter race.
The field events did not fail to impress
either. Their big news from the meet was
the long anticipated return of junior Cecil
Edwards in the high jump, who looked as if
he had not missed any of the season.
But perhaps the most exciting and mean-
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not all, but most of them.”
Pride will miss the opportunity to teach the seniors, “standing
in front of 25-26 students four times a day—just the joy of that,”
she said. She added that she will miss eating lunch with her friends,
hearing about her colleagues’ summers, and “walking around the
building and just talking to people.”
SLUH will miss Pride too. “It’s bittersweet to have an experienced member of our department leave,” Tom Zinselmeyer said.
“I’m excited for her,” Lodholz said. “I think everybody reaches
a time in their career when they want new challenges, and I think
she’s at the point where she’s mastered just about everything that
you can hope to put on your goal list ever. She’s won practically
every economics teaching award I think there is. She has students
come back years after years. … That’s got to be so gratifying, but
I think it is almost like she needs a new challenge. We’re going to
miss her. She’s an engine of energy in this department. But I’m
excited for her.”
“We’ll miss the baked goods,” Lodholz added.
Despite all she has accomplished, whether in M110, the social
studies office, or a College Board conference in New York, Pride
has kept focused on her own learning. “For 26 years, I feel like I’ve
learned so much,” she said. “I mean, I probably have taught so much.
But I’ve grown so much professionally, spiritually, socially.”
One trademark of Pride’s classes is the Quote of the Day, a
quip of wisdom from a teacher, politician, or, of course, economist
to open the class. Tomorrow in her final classes, she will offer her
own piece of wisdom: “Nobody leaves SLUH unchanged, and that
includes teachers.”
“I think that’s a real interesting way to think about it,” Pride
said, “because I’m not the same person I was when I walked in here.
I’m a much better teacher. I’m a much better person.”

ingful race came at the end of the four- anda-half-hour meet. With just a one-point lead
over DeSmet, the 4x400 relay team knew
they needed to come through in order to win,
and that they did. Senior Andrew Bouquet,
sophomore Nick Seckfort, freshman Edwin
Young, and Parr finished in 3:26. Gapping the
field by a sizeable amount, the Jr. Bills made
a statement guaranteeing a win for varsity.
Every point that the team scored was truly
a “winning point,” head coach Jim Linhares
said.
The JV and freshman levels also brought
their share of thrills, as JV took first place
overall, and the freshman squad finished
second, only 12 points behind DeSmet.
Up ahead, the team looks forward to
Districts at Kirkwood High-School, this
Saturday.

BEISBOL
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that same inning.
The Jr. Bills were held scoreless in the
top of the 7th and needed to hold CBC to
less than three runs for the win. However,
several big hits by the top of CBC’s batting
order demolished the Jr. Bills and sent them
home with their second late-game loss of the
week 6-5, both against MCC schools.
“Those losses were tough to swallow,”
said Miller. “We had them won but just
couldn’t finish them off.”
The conference losses dropped SLUH to
3rd in the MCC (16-5, 4-3 MCC), one game
behind CBC (17-5, 5-2 MCC), and Vianney
(15-10, 5-2 MCC).
The Jr. Bills were supposed to face the
Vianney Golden Griffins last night but the
game was rained out.
SLUH looks to bounce back and work
on their late-inning play at District starting
Monday at Ritenour.
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Letting go of late nights: four years on the Prep News
Jim Santel
Editor in Chief
To begin with, there are Thursday nights. I first stayed for an
entire Prep News layout session in December of my sophomore
year. That was the turning point. It was the culmination of a process
that had begun the third week of my freshman year, when my first
article was published in the Prep News, a process of what can be
called the de-mystification of St. Louis U. High.
As a freshman, I was taken with SLUH’s sheer physical size.
I remember the wonder I felt while picking my way through the
J-Wing’s second floor to find the Prep News office after my first
day at SLUH, a walk I’ve made hundreds of times since then. My
grade school didn’t have staircases
that led to unknown places or mobiles
hanging around every corner. There
were no libraries with bay windows
or imposing statues of Spanish saints.
In its outsized and varied sprawl, the
building itself hinted at what I was
in for, an architectural manifestation
of the challenges and opportunities
SLUH would provide me for the next
four years.
Aside from my awe at the campus,
my first sense of the new world I was
entering came with my first article
in the September 10, 2004 edition
of the PN. I had never before been
published. When I flipped to page four
to see my byline, it struck me that in
grade school, my name couldn’t have
appeared on 1,275 copies of anything.
At SLUH, it was just something that
happened.
At some point in my freshman
year, I figured out that the mysterious
staircase in the J-Wing led to the third
floor administrative offices; that the
Danis Lobby elevator led to the dance
studio; and that the ominous staircase that sophomores descended
so purposefully led merely to the chem labs. By May, SLUH was
beginning to feel more like home, a place I looked forward to going
to every day. The downside, of course, was that the wonder disappeared. The last unexplored territory was Thursday night.
I knew, of course, how the Prep News was produced—upperclassmen on the newspaper are fond of telling tales of grueling
Thursday nights for the benefit of anyone who will listen—but until
I actually saw it, the newspaper’s Friday delivery still felt a bit like
Christmas used to as a kid: the presents got there, but you didn’t
quite know how. During my freshman year, I would stick around
until five or six in the evening on Thursdays, helping to edit articles
or watching Sean Powers draw a masthead in the yearbook office (in
2004, the yearbook space was more or less an auxiliary PN office). I
therefore had some sense of how the paper was made, but I was still

on the outside. As much as it annoys me now, I think I understand
why people ask how late we stayed working on the Prep News the
night before: it’s the desire to be a part of a group that gets to see
something no one else does.
That first Thursday night actually exceeded all my expectations, injecting some much-needed wonder into a sophomore who
was already adopting some of the polished cynicism that students
tend to acquire in this school. To see Backer Memorial at night is
to see a world transformed. The churning halls go silent and dark
except for the patches of soft light spaced every few feet that lead
the way from one end of the hall to the other. Classrooms seem to
await the return of students. The upper field is hushed with frost in
winter and dew in spring.
It is a world that has never
ceased to amaze me. To be sure, there
have been Thursday nights where I
would rather be in bed. But I know
what a privilege it is to inhabit SLUH
after dark. For all of the wonderful
experiences I’ve had at SLUH—of
painting blue for football games, of
all-school Masses and quiet study
sessions, of inspiring classes or impromptu hallway conversations—the
Thursday nights are where I truly
found love throughout the last four
years. I found it in upperclassmen like
Timo Kim or Christian Ronzio helping
me with tough science problems due
the next day. I found it in Tim Malecek
showing me, as a sophomore, where
you can still hear a hollow thump at
certain points in the senior hallway
wall where windows once opened onto
the chapel. I found it in the sound of
Scott Mueller running down the hall to
tell us that the Cardinals had won game
one of the World Series as much as I
did in the echoes of my own tapping
shoes as I carried a finished page from the office to the copy room.
I found it in the chance to work with my friends Dan Everson and
Brian Bettonville, two dazzlingly talented guys whom I’ve come to
depend upon. I found love in the sensation of leaving school each
week once we’d finished, a sense of emerging into an enlarged
world. The Science Center’s dome looms large ahead, the theater
colonnade appears four stories tall, my homework sits unfinished
in my backpack, and I never feel calmer.
		
		
*
*		
*
But it isn’t just about the Thursday nights. The time I’ve spent
outside the classroom for the last four years every other day of the
school week has been devoted largely to producing a newspaper
as well. That’s hours of interviewing and writing and editing, of
Photo By Zac Boesch
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discussing and debating which course is the right one. The fact that
the Prep News is published weekly is a testament to the kind of initiative SLUH values; the fact that the school entrusts it to make its
own judgments about content and presentation points to the Jesuit
worldview that informs this commitment to self-discovery.
Mr. Hussung told me during my freshman year that working
for the Prep News would provide me with a second education.
Four years spent working on this newspaper certainly have been
a learning experience. As I’ve taken on tougher assignments, I’ve
learned to examine an issue’s complexity with the skills learned in
SLUH classrooms. I’ve become more
willing to ask tough questions and
more reluctant to accept easy conclusions. The liberty the Prep News enjoys
has taught me both the power and the
responsibility that the printed word
entails.
Of course, we don’t always succeed. I can point to articles where I
reached too far in an attempt to prove a
point or misconstrued a key detail. You
can find errors of grammar and spelling
in each week’s edition. Such is newspapering. Yet hardly has anyone ever
berated me for an error or controversial
opinion, and this is crucial to the maintenance of SLUH’s mission.
By allowing its young journalists to be ambitious, even at the risk
of error or controversy—and by allowing its English classes to read
challenging texts and its actors to perform wrenching dramas and
bawdy comedies—the school is allowing its students to continue
their education after class is done for the day.
Over the last four years, I’ve been fond of saying that at its best,
the Prep News provides a service to the SLUH community, informing its constituents and engendering conversations. But the school
should make no mistake that by allowing the Prep News the freedom
that it does, it provides its students a service just as great. In a time
when even college newspapers are subject to greater restrictions
(just look at what’s been transpiring at Saint Louis University), the
Prep News stands as just one of many ways that SLUH is committed to fostering intellectually critical young men with a sense of
responsibility.
		
* 		
*		
*
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games to check off one by one. I didn’t bother to count how many
issues were left until about a month ago. But now, after working
on roughly 120 issues of the Prep News (half of those as an editor),
it’s time to let go.
The number one follow-up question that people pose after asking me where I’m going to college is whether I’ll pursue journalism
there. The answer is no. (I’ll be studying English.) When people ask
if I’ll get involved with my college’s newspaper, I say eventually,
after some time off. Most of the PN editors I’ve known have given
this last answer because they’re burnt out on reporting by the time
they graduate. This isn’t true in my case. I will simply need some
time to let the last four years sink in.
I’ve stolen the quote at the top
of this section from a prayer service
Mr. Hussung gave to the seniors a few
months ago about leaving a place you
love. He said that the problem SLUH
grads often face in transitioning to college is trying to force the things they
find in their new surroundings to fit
the things they knew at SLUH. This is
why I’m wary of joining my college’s
newspaper immediately.
What Mr. Hussung proposed
as a solution was to look for groups
that share the values found at SLUH,
especially community and a love of knowledge. I know this is good
advice, but the weight of what I’m leaving behind is enormous,
whether it’s the staggering amount of love and guidance I’ve received from Mr. Missey, who has taken an interest not only in the
articles I write but the life I lead; or the hours of labor and worry
I’ve put into trying to make this newspaper as good as it can be; or
the friendships I’ve made through this publication, friendships that
now stretch across the country.
When I consider all of these things, I realize that the last four
years have taught me what I value: love and community and the
pursuit of truth. When I set foot on campus in September, I’ll take
Mr. Hussung’s advice and begin seeking out the things I value, all
the while keeping in mind that some things can’t be replaced.

Four years on the Prep
News have taught me
what I value: love and
community and the
pursuit of truth.

“To live in this world, you must be able to do three things: to
love what is mortal; to hold it against your bones knowing your
own life depends on it; and, when the time comes to let it go, to let
it go.”
—Mary Oliver
I write this essay knowing that it may be my final byline in
these pages and faced with giving up the thing that has given my
last four years such purpose and satisfaction. A year running this
newspaper is not like a season playing football. There aren’t ten

Join the Yearbook, See the J-Wing!
The yearbook right now is looking for four to six underclassmen
to fill out its staff. We are finishing up this year’s edition and
need some help. If you are looking for a co-curricular with which
to get involved, yearbook could be great for you. We will train
you and put you to work producing a publication valuable to the
entire SLUH community for years to come. You then would be
added to the staff for next year, too.
If you have questions, see Mrs. Schraut in the Library, Mr.
Corley in the Math office, senior Keaton Hanson or sophomore
Anthoney Ré, or come by the Yearbook office during Activity
Period (second floor, J-Wing).
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DiMaggiobills win 54th Golf sliced by
straight, prep for State “Big Four”
May 9, 2008

Zac Ancel
Reporter

T

he Polobills notched another win last
Friday, their 54th straight win. The
Baudbills took on DeSmet in the finals
of the Suburban Central Conference. The
team knew that beating the No. 2 team for
the third time this season would not be an
easy task.
“We knew we’d have to come out strong
against these guys from the very get go; we’ve
had a hard time doing that this year,” noted
senior co-captain Tim Dale.
The H2Obills managed to do just that
by ending the first half ahead 9-0. The demoralized Spartans seemed to have no hope
for a comeback. The lead allowed SLUH to
experiment with different plays and defenses
and gave the third string a chance to play
against the second best team in the state.
“(While) featuring a sagging defense,
SLUH surrendered a number of perimeter
shots by design, and junior Matt Hohenberger
and senior Zak Ancel were up to the task,
combining for thirteen saves,” head coach
Paul Baudendistel said of his team’s successful use of different defensive strategies.

Ultimate

Kurt Backer, Neil Backer
Reporters

T

he Ultimate team traveled to Creve
Coeur last weekend to play in the Missouri State High School Ultimate Tournament. The tournament took place on May
3-4, with teams playing five games on Saturday in order to determine the seeding for
single-elimination play on Sunday.
The Frizzbills started the tournament
in style against Chaminade. The weak and
inexperienced Chaminade team couldn’t
contain the explosive Jr. Bill offense. On the
other side of the disc, SLUH’s smothering
defense kept Chaminade in check. SLUH,
donning slick black and blue jerseys, cruised
to an 11-3 victory.
Next up for the Jr. Bills was perennial
MCC rival DeSmet. Just like the teams’ regular season meeting, the windy game was filled
with terrific defense by both sides. However,

The Jr. Bills walked away with a 14-3
win and a second straight conference title.
“We were happy with the win, yes. We
knew, though, that our biggest challenge
was the following week: a game-less week
dedicated to prep for the state tourney,” junior
Steve Sigman added.
The Gottawinstatebills begin their quest
for the state title on Wednesday at the RecPlex, but have had to endure a week full of
hard conditioning to feel prepared for that
step.
The JVPoloBills began their own
conference tournament on a winning start
coming ahead of Parkway South 10-2. They
also came away from the game noting a few
things needing improvement, specifically
defense.
“We just played really badly defensively.
Our passing lane defense wasn’t too good.
We did excel offensively, though, with a lot
of help from sophomores Dan Pike and Dan
Goeddel. Goeddel was making turns like
a Chicago taxi driver,” sophomore goalie
Dylan Jungels remarked.
The Jr. Bills will start district play next
week, playing Kirkwood Wednesday at the
Rec Plex at 8:45 p.m.

takes

5th

the SLUH side showed a fiery determination
that has been sporadic throughout the year,
playing with passion and a desire to win.
The teams traded points back and forth, but
the Discbills’ intensity prevailed, and SLUH
pulled away for an 8-5 victory.
“I felt like we owned that game from
the get go. Again we started to ease up and
it almost cost us, but then we got our minds
back in the game,” said head coach Eric
Weiss. SLUH would be the only team in the
tournament to give DeSmet a close game.
Coming off a bye, SLUH took the field
against Clayton. Clayton clearly could not
match SLUH’s athleticism, but its good zone
defense combined with SLUH’s slew of
mental mistakes kept the Jr. Bills in a hole.
SLUH managed to keep it close early, as
senior Ben Clark stepped up on defense, but
SLUH failed to get their offense together.
Eventually SLUH started to generate some

Jeremy Schwob
Reporter

T

he Bantlebills brought their season
to a close Monday against last year’s
state champion, St. Louis Priory. The two
teams met at Bellerieve Country Club, the
host of the BMW Championship.
The Bills struggled to ward off the “big
four” of Priory, who are the four members
of the state championship team that returned
this year. Only junior Colin Fitzgerald felt at
home at Bellerive, where he caddies, leading
the Golfbills with a three over par 39.
Priory, however, was led by a round of
one under par 35, as well as a round of even
par 36. The Tigerbills fell to the Rebels by
18 shots, the second worst loss of the season
for SLUH.
Overall the year was disappointing for
the Titleistbills as they have no state qualifiers. Despite their 5-7 record (which was
four more wins than last year) the team has
higher expectations for next year.

at

State

offense, but it was too little too late as Clayton sealed the game 11-6. Once again the
Weissbills were victims of their own lack
of intensity.
Sitting at 2-1 on the day, the Dumpswingbills took the field against a very
athletic and competitive Vashon team. The
Jr. Bills jumped to a commanding 4-1 lead
with good throws and cuts, but Vashon took
advantage of another drop in intensity and
fought back by way of strong defense and
a huck-oriented offense. Vashon tied the
game, and the game headed to universe point,
where whichever team scores first wins. The
Jr. Bills managed to take the final point and
the game by one.
In their fifth and final matchup of the day
SLUH faced Rockhurst with the opportunity
to earn a No. 2 seed for Sunday’s singleelimination play. However, Rockhurst
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came out faster and more focused than the
tired SLUH team, going up 3-0 early. Weiss
kept the starting line on the field most of the
game, hoping that they could muster some
offense, but Rockhurst seemed in control
right from the get go. SLUH managed to
cut the lead to 4-1, but that would be all
SLUH’s offense could muster the entire
game. The Fanslovethehammerbills stalled,
and Rockhurst went on to win 11-1.
Despite having two losses on their
record, the Ultimatebills drew what some
thought was a favorable matchup against
Priory in the first round. However, Priory
came out fast and loose, going up 3-1 to
start the game. Priory’s deep game troubled
the Discbills’ defense, and the Layoutbills
managed only three scores in the first half.
Determined to get back into the game, SLUH
put together a pair of runs to cut Priory’s
lead to 9-5. However, SLUH still couldn’t
defend Priory’s deep throws. SLUH managed
to stay close, but could not muster the run
they needed, falling to the Jeromans 15-9.
After the Priory game the Jr. Bills played
for fifth place against Francis Howell Central. Both coaches agreed to allow end zone

TEE QUEUE
(from 5)

behind, and that could prove to be valuable
deep in the playoffs.”
The Rooferbills drew a difficult district
pool as they will head to Howell Central on
Saturday to take on Vianney, Parkway South,
Lindbergh, and Howell Central.
Swanston commented on the tough draw,
“The challenge is good, because usually we
roll through districts with ease and go into
the quarterfinals lackadaisical.”

SONNET
(from 6)
North. However, regardless of the overall
teams performance in regionals, the team
will send five players to state: Nelson and
Marifan as doubles, Ferrell and Hoffman as
doubles, and Murphy-Baum in singles.
“Unless I get tennis elbow, state is ours,”
said Ferrell jokingly. But the appropriate
timing of this high level of play suggests
that this not an impossibility.

Sports
celebrations after points, and made a point to
play all of their bench players who didn’t play
much during the tourney, and the otherwise
unheralded players shined during the game,
making for a spirited contest full of ridiculous
post-score spikes.The scrimmage eventually
turned into a hotly contested match, with the
score remaining close throughout the game.
The Jr. Bills scored the last five points to eke
out a 16-14 win.
SLUH finished with three wins and
three losses and placed a respectable fifth in
state. Weiss summed up the weekend, saying,
“There were a few letdowns, which are disappointing to see. We made life difficult for
ourselves by having throwaways by the end
zone or after we had broken another team’s
zone. The positive is that we knew what we
were doing wrong though. Our execution
and precision was there even in the losses,
but we would get excited when we got near
the goal line.”
The SLUH IcyHot Ultimate Team finished the year with a 16-7 record and looks
to use the experience it has gained this year
to make a run at the state championship in
2009. Anyone interested in playing or moderating the St. Louis Ultimate Club next spring
should contact any current team members.
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to get everyone in, and a lot of people got
their first goals of the season,” said senior
attackman Brett Siegfried.
Senior Jake Sprague, junior Joe Scariot,
and sophomore Walter Reilly all got their
first goals of the season. However, it was
a general team concensus that the most entertaining part of the night was when junior
Drew Jablonski broke the South goal.
On one of the many SLUH breakaways,
Jablonski scooped up a ground ball and
tried to get his first goal of the season, and
inadvertantly collided with the Patriot goalie
and his goal.
“I didnt mean it, but I ended up bending it
at like a 45 degree angle,” said Jablonski.
The Marcobills ended up winning the
game 18-3, outshooting their opponents
22-5.
“I like to think of it as a ‘perfecting game’
for us as we head into the postseason,” said
Kelam.
Following these two wins, the Jr. Bills
improved their record to 15-3 on the season,
and are preparing for state quarterfinals next
week which features a rematch of the Fr.
Marco Cup, with the Jr. Bills once again
hosting the Spartans.
Boesch
Contributing Photographers: Mr. Matt
Sciuto
Technology Consultants: Jon Dickmann,
John Haefele
Advisor: Mr. Frank Kovarik
Moderator: Mr. Stephen Missey
The Prep News is a publication of St. Louis
University High School. Copyright ©2008
St. Louis University High School Prep News.
No material may be reprinted without the
permission of the editors and moderator.

From the PN archives:

Last June, 27 Jesuit scholastics from various
provinces throughout the country rejected
their clerical exemption from the draft.
One of these 27, W Joseph Kramer, S.J., is
a freshman-senior English teacher here at
S.L.U.H. The group both issued a formal
statement of their beliefs, and individually
returned or destroyed their selective service
cards.
-Prep News Vol. 36, No. 1
October, 1971
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one of joy and celebration, proves that, though this career may end,
the mission he has devoted his life to will continue perhaps in an
even greater way than before. This mission is the defense of the
underdog and the guiding of students to personal, spiritual, and
emotional growth.
Clark’s mission began when he was very young, before he came
to SLUH for the first time. He described having rice boxes in his
grade school where money deposited would go to feeding starving
children.
“I used to always want to give,” Clark recalled. “Whenever I
would get lunch money, I used to sacrifice my lunch money and
put it in this box. I’ve always been that way, as young as I can
remember.” Clark also said that he would always ask his mom to
help those people he passed on the streets in need through giving
money or even an umbrella when it was raining.
As Clark grew, his affinity for those down on their luck stretched
into the sports world. “When rooting for sports teams, I have always
rooted for the underdog. Of course, many a time I was on the losing
end,” Clark said with a laugh.
When Clark entered SLUH in the fall of 1979, things did not
change. Clark felt different since he was an athlete and was looked
upon in somewhat of a spotlight, but he stayed grounded, refusing
to let his self-perception change.
“I considered myself a nerd,” Clark said. “I don’t think I was
very outgoing. I was a quiet individual. I think I was pretty well
behaved.”
Through the halls of SLUH, Clark encountered ample opportunities to live up to his mission. Several times he saw classmates
getting picked on by others and decided to step in. “I used the respect
that I gained as an athlete to make people stop picking on others,”
Clark said.
Clark came upon a case of the underdog succeeding the second
semester of his sophomore year. In this case, the underdog was none
other than Clark himself. Clark’s mother raised him and his sister,
who was seven years older than he was, more or less by herself,
as Clark’s parents divorced when he was three. Clark’s mother had
sent his sister, who was seven years older than he was, to Incarnate
Word and was devoted to continuing Clark’s education at SLUH.
On this occasion during his sophomore year, Clark and his mother
were called to the principal’s office. When they arrived, they were
informed that the tuition for Clark’s remaining years at SLUH had
been paid for by an anonymous donor.
Clark said of the event, “It solidified that I need to give back
because I’m blessed.”
He later found out that the donor was his mother’s boss, a man
he had never even met and would never be able to get to know. The
donor’s identity did mean a lot to his mother, according to Clark,
because he saw Clark’s mother stretching herself, working hard to
pay for her children’s tuition.
After volunteering with SLUH administrators and AfricanAmerican alumni “trying to figure out why there weren’t a lot of
black students graduating from St. Louis U. High,” working with
a group to develop the affirmative action plan, Clark was hired as
Director of Diversity for SLUH in 1992.

13

Three months after starting, Clark became the Work Grant Coordinator. He came back for his second year retaining his first two
responsibilities, but also began teaching psychology to juniors and
seniors as well as beginning his term as Student Council Moderator.
He maintained all four of these positions until 1995, when he was
appointed Dean of Students. Clark’s new joy was also the beginning
of the long and strong relationship between he and Marla Maurer.
“Besides being my boss, he is my best friend ever,” said Maurer.
“I can talk to him about anything.”
Maurer said that she has learned a lot from Clark in the 13
years they have worked together. They naturally fell into a “good
cop, bad cop” routine when they began working together to deal
with troublesome students. Maurer added that she has learned from
Clark how to become the bad cop when the situation calls for it,
something she was previously unable to do.
Though Clark enjoyed his new job, he soon found himself
at what he considers the low point in his SLUH career: the first
time he had to recommend a student’s expulsion. Clark compared
guiding students to playing with roly-polies when he was younger.
There are some who go in a straight path, right where they need to
go. However, there are some, Clark’s favorite students, who go in
the wrong direction, making Clark block this path with his hand so
they zig-zag back and forth, eventually reaching the goal.
“I try to save each and every one,” said Clark. “When I can’t save
each and every one, that’s my downside. That’s when it hurts.”
Clark’s total devotion to his mission caused him pain every time
he would fail with a student. Computer teacher Tim Rittenhouse
said that this quality most impresses him about Clark. Rittenhouse
has worked on the faculty with Clark for eight years and has been
involved in several decisions about expulsion, and said that all of
them struck Clark the same way.
“I know that every single time he had to make that decision, it hurt
him a lot,” Rittenhouse said. “None of them were no-brainers.”
Though Clark’s first expulsion was tough, it had a happy ending.
While picking up his son from school one day, Clark encountered
a woman who told him that the student he expelled those years ago
said hi to him. Clark later found out that the student now believes
that he was very lucky to have Clark in his life.
Clark’s highest point suggests what draws students to him. At
the graduation for the class of 2001, Clark was reading the names
of the graduates when several of the graduates decided to hug
Clark. Though Clark had been hugged before, it was never in this
volume. Clark became so overwhelmed with emotion he began to
cry while reading the names. “Yeah, Mr. Clark!” shouted an alumnus
from the stands. Clark said that he did not expect to cry so openly,
especially not on the stage of Powell Symphony Hall, but was not
embarrassed.
“I think in this all-male, testosterone-laden society, we need to
be able as males to say it’s okay (to show emotion),” Clark said.
Three years after he started at SLUH, Clark and his wife were
blessed with their first and only child, Cameron, a child with special
needs.
“He is my heart and soul,” said Clark. “I believe, at first I didn’t
understand, but I believe that God gave me Cameron because of

see H. ERIC, 14
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my mantra, my being the defender of the nerds, the geeks, and the
underdog.”
Clark mentioned especially having trouble staying out of
Cameron’s business on the playground. He recalled Cameron constantly being pushed aside in the line for the slide, but in spite of
his emotions, Clark knew that he needed to stay out of the way for
Cameron to learn to stick up for himself.
“I had to learn how to say, ‘Cameron is okay. I’m the one that’s
struggling,’” Clark said.
Now, after re-inventing defending the nerds, the geeks, and the
underdogs through his childhood exploits, his tenure as a SLUH
student, service in college, a legendary SLUH faculty career, and
raising his son, Cameron, he will reinvent his mantra once again
with his principal position at Loyola Academy.
“Am I scared? Yes. Am I nervous? Yes. But should we allow
fear to stop us from doing what God is requiring us to do? No. We
can’t,” said Clark. “When I hear the voice that I’m scared or nervous,
I hear this other voice that says, ‘But I have you. I’ve got you in the
palm of my hands.’ So I need to step out on faith and say, ‘This is

Field House

May 9, 2008

the right thing to do.’ It may sound hokey, but I believe that.”
Clark said that he is sad to leave the “beautiful family” he has
formed at SLUH, which has provided him with comfort and stability.
“I’m comfortable, but we all know God wants us to be stretched.
He wants us to use the gifts and talents that he gave us,” he said. “So,
what I ended up saying is, ‘Okay, well, this is it. Here’s a greater
need.’ God is saying, ‘You’re doing good over at SLUH. Here you
go. This is what I need you to do.’”
Clark added that all the praise he has received from students,
alumni, and parents has only served to prove to Clark that the move
he is making is the correct one. So the thunderous applause, the
hundreds of suspenders, the letter with 133 co-signers, the farewell
speech, and all other forms of congratulations have served to push
him further and to give him more courage on his mission to defend
the nerds, the geeks, and the underdogs. The tears Clark shed in true,
Mr. Clark emotional fashion were tears of joy for the support he has
received in his mission, a mission that has bettered those around
him for his entire life and a mission that does not look to burn out
any time soon.

Laughlin and Board of Trustees member
Ted Hellman,’66, chairman of the school’s
Building and Grounds Committee, introduced the student body to the architect,
contractor, engineering company, electrical
company, and plumbing company that will
run the construction of the field house.
“(The Danis family) give(s) us the resources,” said Laughlin. “They’ve been very
generous donors to help fund a substantial
portion of the project.”

Laughlin said that starting construction
on the Student Activities Center begins a
chain of constructions and restructurings in
the school that will conclude the Vision 2000
(V2K) Project.
With the field house’s construction, the
current gym will be converted into a new
student commons and cafeteria. The current
cafeteria will then become the new main
office area, located at what will then be the
heart of the school. The current main office
area will be used for clubs and activities.
According to Laughlin, the pieces of

the project that will follow construction of
the field house will be planned and financed
later, but the field house will open the door
for completion of those transitions.
“The hope is that the other pieces can
happen pretty successively,” said Laughlin.
The groundbreaking opens the door to the
rest of V2K, according to Laughlin.
“All of our hopes and the vision for what
we want for our students is now becoming
a reality with the groundbreaking,” said
Laughlin.

(from 2)
compression and the intensity of high school
and expectations, so I want time to think it
through.” Cummings is actually working on
two books: The Loneliness of God and Poetic
Translations of the Psalms.
“I thought if I don’t do it at 70 I’ll never
do it,” he continued. “The most comfortable
thing I could do is stay here at SLUH. I know
the routine, and I love the people. But I’ve
got enough feistiness in me that I still want
something more.”
“My favorite memories of Father Cummings always revolve around his storytelling,” said Vice Principal of Academics Mark
Michalski, ’84. “He is a wonderful storyteller.
I particularly like his family stories and those
about the Jesuits.” Michalski also noted the
acronym Cummings coined for SLUH as

president: “Spirit Lifts Us Higher.”
“You can tell he really likes reaching out
to his students,” said junior Graham Carroll,
one of Cummings’s current students. “He
seems interested in everyone, and he seems
to care about your life both in and out of
school. I’m impressed for his enthusiam for
his job.” Carroll also mentioned the stories
Cummings in class.
Besides his storytelling, one of Cummings’s biggest contributions to SLUH is
his leadership as president in the Triple E
(Endowment, Enrichment, Expansion) Campaign, the school’s first capital campaign.
Under the campaign, SLUH bought more
land, along with several properties on Lawn
Place. The current football stadium was dug
out and constructed and Alumni Park was
created under the plan. Also under the cam-

paign the library was expanded, the chapel
was redone, and the school got new lockers
and desks, which are still used today.
As the Superior, Cummings says he is
most proud of what the Jesuits have contributed to SLUH’s funds. The SLUH Jesuits
receive a salary, but, after subtracting their
costs of living, donate half of the rest to the
Jesuit community and half to SLUH itself.
According to Cummings, the Jesuits are still
the largest benefactor in SLUH’s history,
donating over $4.5 million since the school’s
beginning.
Although nothing is for certain, Cummings thinks he might go back to Regis,
or maybe even Spring Hill in Mobile, Ala.
Cummings was even asked if he wanted to
be the Spiritual Director at the Roman Col-

(from 2)

Cummings
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Schenkenberg sought a way to use the TV
sets that were already in most classrooms
by the time of her arrival to the benefit of
students. She consulted with the school’s
technology department during her first year
to determine the capabilities of SLUH’s
network, approaching social studies teacher
Tim O’Neil the next year to moderate the
new TV station.
“It was her plan,” O’Neil said. “She was
instrumental in overseeing the project.”
In an attempt to make the school’s extracurricular orginazations more efficient,
Schenkenberg approached former Alum
Serivce Corps teacher Mike Hermann in the
summer of 2005 about forming what would
become the House of Governors (HOG),
which sought to manage all student activities. Although the HOG floundered after its
first year, Schenkenberg was instrumental
in its recent revival as a leadership training
body.
During her six years, Schenkenberg

became a constant presence at all types
of student activities, from sporting events
(where she could be found in a SLUH letterman’s jacket) to theater productions and art
shows.
“I loved watching the students in their
various venues,” Schenkenberg said.
In 2003, Schenkenberg told the Prep
News she knew she’d made the right choice
in coming to SLUH “whenever I attend a
theatrical production or a choral concert, or
I see the swimmers with their heads shaved
ready to take off for State. Those are all
special moments.”
Athletic Director Dick Wehner said he
was impressed with how much time Schenkenberg sacrificed to attend such a variety
of events.
“I think she felt a part of it, and that’s
a testament to the boys at SLUH,” Wehner
said.
Houlihan said that faculty morale increased under Schenkenberg’s leadership.
“She was able to both challenge the
faculty and also to keep the harmony among

the faculty,” Houlihan said, adding that her
willingness to recieve input “allowed teachers to do their best.”
“I see one of the roles of the principal
as care of the faculty,” Schenkenberg said,
adding that this is a key part of the Jesuit
Secondary Educational Association’s guidelines.
Set to retire in order to spend more time
with her family, Schenkenberg said her time
at SLUH has been an enriching experience.
She said she’s gained a great admiration for
the Jesuits and their worldwide commitment
to secondary education, and that she hopes
her legacy is a continuation of the commitment.
“I hope my legacy is that I cared about
the faculty and the students, and that I
worked to further the mission of the school
in the frame of Jesuit education to the best
I could,” Schenkenberg said.

(from 1)
building, and any who do will face punishment. Clark said consequences range from
not receiving a diploma to doing 30 hours
of JUGs to missing prom.
“If you choose to defy any rule, you’re
choosing to accept the consequences,” said
Clark. “So if you choose to run, you have to
be adult enough to accept the responsibilities.
... It’s like being told, ‘Don’t rob a bank,’
robbing the bank, and saying, ‘Don’t punish
me.’ That doesn’t make sense to me.”
Senior Kris Holmes, who was on the
original committee dealing with the Running
of the Bills at the beginning of the year said,
“Instead of being destructive, you can be
noticed without it being a liability issue.”
After the original committee met with
a tepid response, it gave way to a STUCOdriven effort to satisfy both the administration
and the senior class.
After a STUCO-administered survey
indicated that students would prefer to have
the Running of the Bills as it has been done
in past years, which is not an option with the
administration, STUCO took to formulating
a plan.
Kesterson said of the planning process,
“(STUCO) kicked around different things,”

adding that a main concern of the seniors
was a “need to be seen.”
Rice said that another important detail
and part of the reason they are keeping the
plan secret is so the Running of the Bills can
still be “a spontaneous event.”
In terms of setting a precedent for next
year, when there will be a new principal and
a new assistant principal for student affairs,
Schenkenberg said, “Maybe that class will
come up with something different. Maybe
this will start a new tradition.”
Clark said of next year, “The liability
issues won’t change (next year), so there will
still be the same type of consequences (for
running in the building).”
“I’ve learned from this job every year,
and one of the things I’ve learned is that students want to be included and have an input
on things (like the Running of the Bills) ...
we’ve let them come up with an alternative
plan, and all I can do is trust that they’ve
done that,” Clark said. “(STUCO) made a
valiant effort. They presented alternatives,
and whether or not their classmates decide
to follow it shouldn’t determine whether or
not they were effective.”

(from 14)
lege in Rome. “It’s just amazing because the
need for Jesuits is so great, that even though
you’re 70 years old all these jobs start coming to you,” he said. “And I’m a passionate
man so I don’t want to sit back and just kind
of dilute myself, but I do need some good
leisure and prayer, and I’m looking forward
to that.”
Ultimately Cummings’s next mission
will be decided by McMahon. McMahon
also selected Heumann to replace Cummings,
only for that decision he needed approval
from the Jesuit Superior General in Rome.
“I do a discernment, working with my
provincial consulters, and I look at who I
think would be available, who I think has
qualities of being a good Superior. I solicit
input from the community of what they think
their needs are, and who might have some of
the gifts to do that,” he explained. “I take all
that to my consulters, we discuss it, and then
I, in prayer, make a decision who I should
ask.” He then writes to the Father General
with his decision. Rarely does the Father
General reject the choice.
Matt Bettonville and Ben Kim contributed
reporting.
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A Farewell to Seniors

by Matt Bettonville
Friday, May 9
Schedule R
AP U. S. History Exam
AP Modern European History Exam
K-12 Submission
B-BASE vs. Parkway North 4:15pm
JV-POLO @ Conference Tourney (at
Ladue High School) 6:15pm
Cookies, Chinese

Saturday, May 10
Fresh. Day of Service
Senior Prom
B-BASE @ Northwest 9:30am
POLO @ District Tourney (at Rec-Plex,
through 5/17)
VB @ District Tourney (through 5/15)
T&F @ District Championship (at
Kirkwood)
Monday, May 12
Schedule R
Senior Semester Exams: English,
Theology, Comparative Government,

Calendar

Tuesday, May 13
Schedule R
Senior Semester Exams: Math, Foreign
Language, Env. Science, Astrophysics
AP Environmental Science Exam
AP Chemistry Exam
AP Psychology Exam
Rosary In Chapel
Mothers’ Club Officers Installation 6pm
Bosco Sticks, Brunch for Lunch
JV-T&F @ Will Sanders Invitational (at
Parkway West) 4pm
TEN @ Regionals
Bosco Sticks, Brunch for Lunch

photo by zac boesch

May 9 - May 16
Wednesday, May 14
Schedule R
Senior Semester Exams: Psychology,
Economics, Chemistry, Biology
Fresh. English Tutorial
Senior/Staff Luncheon
College Reps:
Illinois Univ. of Art-Chicago
Univ. of Tulsa
Alumni Board Meeting 5:30pm
B-BASE @ Parkway Central 4:30pm
TEN @ Regionals
Curly Fries, Chicken Nugget Combos

*Lunch menu subject to change.

African History
AP Biology Exam
AP Physics Exam
Mini Burritos, Spaghetti with Breadsticks
BASE @ District Tourney (through 5/17)
B-BASE vs. DeSmet 4:15pm
TEN @ Regionals

Senior Night-beats

May 9, 2008

Thursday, May 15
Schedule R
Soph. Bonus Reading
AP Micro- & Macroeconomics Exams
Onion Rings, Papa John’s Pizza
Friday, May 16
Schedule R
AP Latin Exam
Quesadilla Rolls, BBQ Pork

End-of-School
Liturgy

photo by mr. matt sciuto

Lacrosse
Last night the Laxbrobills took on the Vianney Golden Griffins
for their Senior Night game. In a 16-1 rout of their division rivals,
junior Brian Hof had the high score of the night with four goals
and two assists.
Above, senior Nick Helfrich (left) looks for an open shot
while avoiding two Vianney defenders.
—Brad Tharpe
Volleyball
The Volleybills beat Chaminade at home on Senior Night. The
2 game sweep caps off the regular season for the MCC Champion
Jr. Bills, who finish with a record of 17-1.
—Tony Billmeyer

SLUH celebrated the annual End-of-School Liturgy Wednesday afternoon in the gym. Above, principal celebrant Carl Heumann, S.J. (left) offers the Eucharistic prayer. Recordings of the
Mass and of the faculty farewell speeches that followed can be
found at The Pulse web site, student.sluh.org/pulse.

Billiken Briefings

—Celebrate a successful school year at the Father/Son Golf Tourney!
This annual event will be held on Saturday, June 14, at Forest Park
Golf Course, with a shotgun start @ 7:30 a.m. Visit the SLUH web
site and click on the Father/Son Golf quick link for more details and
registration information.
—Any senior interested in collecting his writing folders from his four
years at SLUH should contact an English teacher.

