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C l a s s o f 2 0 0 8 c a m p o u t Running of the
marred by alcohol, pranks Bills outside, uses
Kevin Casey
Core Staff

T

he senior class staged an end-of-theyear campout last Thursday night into
last Friday morning. The event, which was
not school-sanctioned, celebrated the end
of high school for the seniors, but many
brought alcohol and several pulled pranks
inside the building.
The event kicked off at 9 p.m. with an
estimated 100 to 150 seniors setting up camp
in the Drury Plaza, with a few tents pitched
on the soccer field as well. Two fires were
set up in the middle of the Plaza in fire pits
amidst all of the other tents.
According to one senior, by the time he
arrived at 10 p.m. alcohol was already going
around the camp. Several seniors estimated
that about a half of the seniors at the gather-

ing engaged in drinking throughout the night.
Besides the few exceptions of vodka, they
said, the large majority drank beer. They also
noted that many students smoked cigars as
well.
Although Student Council (STUCO)
did not sponsor the event, several senior
STUCO members took part in publicizing
and organizing parts of it. STUCO President
Matt Rice said that the gathering was going
to happen whether STUCO became involved
or not, so some STUCO members, along with
several non-STUCO members, informally
stepped in to help keep things organized.
It was for this reason that Rice consulted
Head of Security Charlie Clark about security
for the event. According to Rice, Clark said
that drinking should take place under any
circumstances. Clark, who is on a family

see CAMPOUT, 15

Volleybills Champs Again!
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Junior John Swanston (with ball) sets the ball for senior Pete Hock (not pictured). SLUH beat
Lafayette High School in three games, winning the third 25-20. In defending its title, SLUH
proved the Post -Dispatch wrong and extended the MCC’s reign of volleyball dominance.

slip and slide

Peter Mackowiak
Core Staff

S

t. Louis U. High’s class of 2008 will
graduate May 25 having broken the
chain of six-plus years of running in the
school halls and perhaps having opened
the door for next year’s seniors to establish a new end-of-year tradition.
In a departure from recent years’ senior
Runnings of the Bills, last Friday’s seventh
period celebration was organized according
to a compromise reached between Student
Council (STUCO) and the administration
(see Vol. 72, Issue 30). All seniors were
released from their last SLUH class at 2:45
p.m. and directed to the cafeteria. They ran
through a set course: out of the school and
down the Lawn Place alley to Oakland Ave.
in front of the school, through the west parking lot gates, and onto the upper field, where
slip ‘n’ slides and a barbeque awaited. No
students ran inside the building.
“They went beyond my expectations,”
said Assistant Principal for Student Affairs
H. Eric Clark, who had urged the seniors to
follow STUCO’s plan at a class meeting the
previous day. “I am tremendously humbled,
honored, and pleased with their cooperation.”
“It showed how responsible our class
can be,” said senior T.J. Keeley, adding that
he didn’t sense any of the student-faculty
tension that lingered after previous years’
mêlées.
Indeed, the post-running activities resembled a family picnic more than a hockey
game, as the seniors neglected bringing dead

see RUN, 15
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Longitude chosen for summer reading
Ben Kim
Staff

W

Book tells the story of John Harrison

ith summer break approaching, St.
Louis U. High’s science and social
studies departments decided last Friday
on the school-wide summer reading book,
Dava Sobel’s Longitude: The True Story
of a Lone Genius Who Solved the Greatest
Scientific Problem of His Time.
“We are looking for books that are appropriate for those that left eighth grade ... and
interesting to the other high school students,
faculty, and administration. It is obviously a
wide spectrum,” said history teacher Anne
Marie Lodholz, a facilitator of the selection
process.
Longitude is the story of clockmaker
John Harrison, who found a method of determining longitude, or east-west position, an
advantageous tool for navigation. Students
will recieve a letter about the book soon.
“It was a unanimous decision. We are

excited about it,” said Lodholz.
After its beginning stages, the selection
process was plagued with some problems.
Having taken suggestions since April 23,
Lodholz sent an e-mail to the faculty in the
science and social studies departments with
the names of the books and their reviews
from Amazon.com.
After recieving feedback, the original
pool of about 12 books was narrowed to
three: Surely You’re Joking, Mr. Feynman!
(Adventures of a Curious Character), The
Little Ice Age: How Climate Made History,
1300-1850, and Small Wonder: Essays. Most
members of the two departments read these
books before their next meeting. But on April
30, the two departments decided to drop all
three books and created another group of
finalists on May 2.
According to science teacher Michele
Perrin, the three books seemed too much for a
summer reading book. “We were looking for

something lighter, something less tedious,”
said Perrin.
“There are just lots of charts and diagrams in (the books),” said science teacher
Charlie Busenhart.
The new group of books consisted of
five books, including Longitude. Because
the May 9 deadline followed soon after
their meeting, most of the two departments’
members only read Longitude, and another
book, The 13th Element. Then they read
the reviews and some chapters of the other
books. Even with these new books, there still
was disagreement among the departments,
especially on the content of The 13th Element, which is about the history and uses of
the element phosphorus.
“The 13th Element talks about killing
people, which some saw as a problem,” said
Busenhart.
The faculty members of the two depart-

see LONGITUDE, 10

Summer to bring construction to Danis Field House

Mark Waterman
Staff

building no later than July of next year,” said
Laughlin. As of now, the price tag for the
pon returning to St. Louis U. High field house stands at about $10 million, but
in the fall, students will notice a few could change as construction progresses.
Inside
changes in the school buildthe school,
ing—most notably that it is
SLUH will
slowly getting bigger.
be doing
Although it will not be
some rearthe only project, the main focus
ranging with
of construction this summer
the eventual
will be the Danis Field House.
plan having
According to President David
the current
Laughlin, the foundation and
cafeteria
walls of the Field House are to
and student
be built this summer. The gym
commons
roof and the north roof over the
moving to
office section of the building
the gym and
are slated to be completed in
the current
mid-October, hopefully offeradministraing some semblance of protection offices
tion for the construction crews
moving to
during the cold winter months.
Rain glazes the beginning of construction
the site of
Construction is currently
on the Danis Field House (in distance).
the current
scheduled to be completed in
cafeteria.
May or June of 2009.
This summer, the new student commons
“We plan to take possession of the

U
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will be built in the west end of the current
locker room, with an exit near the turnaround
in back of the school. The area will be structured like the current student commons, with
round tables and open space. “Students can
be down there doing homework and snacking
while they wait for their rides,” said Director
of Facilities Joe Rankin.
Also slated for completion this summer
is the renovation of the Pastoral Department. Basically, the current space will be
restructured, updated, and expanded. The
new Pastoral Department will have added
a place for storage and its own conference
room. The space will still have offices and
a common area for students.

Penny Wars Final
Sophs
Frosh		
Junior
Senior
Faculty

204,556 points
57,751
42, 406
37, 069
10

Total Raised- $3,648.18
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Kuensting earns Science Center award

$500, a crystal globe, a plaque, and the
chance to attend Science Center teaching
seminars.
iology teacher Steve Kuensting won
“I guess they felt that I was excelling
third prize in the St. Louis Science in science teaching in my field and I was
Center/Carol B. and Jerome T. Loeb Prize
motivating my
for Excelstudents,” said
lence
in
Kuensting.
Te a c h i n g
The Loeb Prize
Science &
was established
Mathematin 1996 at the Sciics, awardence Center when
ed by the
Jerome and Carol
Science
Loeb donated a
Center.
large amount of
Biology teacher Mr. Kuensting won third prize for the
Kuensting, accom- teaching of science awarded by the Science Center money to encourage
panied by faculty
science and math teachers in the St. Louis
members and students, received the award
see KUENSTING, 12
Tuesday morning, along with a prize of

Matt Bettonville
Core Staff
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Former PN Staffer Durban, ’05 to
cover Olympics in Beijing for MU

Chris Brennan
Core Staff

F

ormer Prep News core staffer Eric
Durban, ’05, will venture to Beijing
this summer to cover the Olympics. Durban will be one of 50 University of Missouri journalism students covering the
event in late summer.
“I will be working with the Olympic
News Service, and most of my work will be
done collecting flash quotes from athletes
and coaches following events in what they
call the ‘mixed zone,’ as well as writing
press conference highlights,” Durban wrote
in an e-mail. “In addition, I am going to do
work for CurrentTV. I am providing them
with regular blogs and vlogs (video blogs)
concerning anything and everything going
on in Beijing.”
Durban, who at press time was in Brussels, Belgium, will depart for China on the
first of July and will stay through August.
Durban will spend July getting acclimated to the Chinese culture before starting
work in August.
“Besides journalism, (I will try) to soak
up all that I can,” said Durban. Durban has
not taken a Chinese language class, but said
he was always very impressed by English
speakers who do, such as those in his St.
Louis U. High class.

Currently, Durban is studying journalism
in Denmark and is the only American in his
class. He has been studying international
reporting, conflict reporting, and reporting
inside the European Union at the Danish
School of Journalism, a prestigious European
journalism school.
He said, “Being the only American in
my class is fantastic! This is actually one
of the reasons I chose to study in Denmark
because I knew the chances of finding other
Americans were going to be low. I went
four months in Denmark without running
into another American. This situation has
forced me to explore other cultures to a
greater extent because I haven’t had another
American to rely on all the time. It has also
been an experience being the sole representative for the States. Some European students
in my class came into the semester without
the greatest viewpoint of the States. It has
been rewarding to change their opinions of
Americans.”
Durban, who was a staff writer for
Mizzou’s The Maneater before he left for
Denmark, said of his post-college plans, “I
want to work in sports journalism, preferably
for an online news source. As a convergence
journalism major at Mizzou, I am very much
interested in all forms of media and the
Internet provides a space to explore them
all.”
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Juniors win
regional in
physics test
Luke Chellis
Reporter

J

uniors Michael O’Neill, Kevin Wright,
Nevin Peeples, and David KuciejczykKernan brought St. Louis U. High to a first
place regional finish in the Physics Bowl
Competition sponsored by the American
Association of Physics Teachers.
The contest includes nearly 4,000 students from around 175 schools in the United
States, Canada, and other countries including
Taiwan and Japan. On Feb. 7, each student
took a 40-question multiple-choice test,
which lasted 45 minutes. The school’s score
was then determined by the sum of the four
highest scores out of 160. SLUH scored a
102.
AP Physics teacher Paul Baudendistel
asked 15 of his students to take the test.
“There’s no preliminary rounds or
anything to get them ready for the test other
than having taken physics at SLUH,” said
Baudendistel.
“It was a fun challenge,” said Kuciejczyk-Kernan.
“I thought I did pretty badly,” said
Wright, who finished second place in the Midwest region. “I was pleasantly surprised.”
“When I took the test, I really didn’t think
I did that well. I was really surprised today
when I figured out today that I did well,”
said Peeples, who tied for third regionally.
O’Neill, who had the highest individual
score in the region, said, “I just don’t think
I did that well … I still don’t.”
Although winning the regional level
is no small feat, it is an accomplishment
SLUH has grown accustomed to in its 17
years of participation. SLUH has won first
place in regionals in an unbroken line since
2003, when the team also tied for first place
nationally. 2008 is only the second year since
that time that SLUH has not placed in the
top three teams in the nation.
“This is on the low end of where we’ve
performed in the past, but (it’s) still pretty
good,” said Baudendistel. “Some of that, I’m

see PHYSICS, 12
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Elliott retires from SLUH, loss Tychonievich
felt in math department, NHS on the road
to recovery
Michael Lumetta
Reporter

A

fter eight years of service to St. Louis
U. High, math teacher Jean Elliott
is retiring this spring to relax and spend
more time with her family. Elliott has devoted much time and effort to the National
Honor Society (NHS), and the Quiz Bowl
team in addition to her teaching duties.
When Elliott first arrived in the fall of
2000, she taught Algebra I, Algebra II, and
Calculus. She now teaches Precalculus and
AP Calculus AB. She has also moderated
NHS since her first year at SLUH.
Elliott came to SLUH after many years of
experience at Bishop DuBourg High School.
She replaced Craig Maliborski, whom she
had known at DuBourg. He was planning to
leave SLUH to move to Cincinnati, Ohio,
and encouraged Elliott to apply for his job.
In her last three years, she has been the
chair of the math department. As chair of
the math department, Elliott’s responsibili-

ties included representing the department at
instructional council meetings, maintaining
an efficient department, and making sure that
teachers had the support they needed.
“She’s extremely professional, gracious,
a true educator still wanting to learn, compassionate about what she does, and a true
person for others,” said Elliott’s colleague,
Beth Kissel.
Math teacher Tom Flanagan, who has
known Elliott for 29 years, said that Elliott
has been successful as a department leader,
especially in the area of technology. He also
praised her efforts to increase the number of
students taking the AP Calculus exam.
“As an educator, she is outstanding,
she’s always well-prepared, she has stayed
on top of her profession by keeping up with
changing technology,” said Flanagan.
For the past three years, Elliott has moderated and coached the Quiz Bowl team. Quiz
Bowl is an academic competition much like
Jeopardy in which contestants must answer

see ELLIOTT, 12

Hadel leaves after helping out
Conor Gearin
Reporter

A

fter returning for the second semester of the 2007-08 school year at St.
Louis U. High, Richard Hadel, S.J., will
be leaving the school for his next assignment. One of his most important jobs at
SLUH was tutoring freshman and sophomores in Latin and Spanish. However, the
role that received the most attention was
his helping to cover Latin teacher Mark
Tychonievich in his freshman and sophomore Latin classes during Tychonievich’s
recovery from pancreatic cancer.
Hadel sat in on Tychonievich’s classes
all through the second semester, and if Tychonievich got tired, Hadel was able to take
over teaching. Once Tychonievich was unable to come to school, Hadel took over the
classes completely. French teacher Richard
Keefe said Hadel was “very professional”
in his teaching.
Hadel also substituted for Assistant to
the Principal Jan Cotter in the main office
when her husband passed away, and worked

at the switchboard occasionally.
Following a 12-year tenure at SLUH,
Hadel was assigned in 2005 to the largely
Hispanic Saint Cecilia’s Parish in South
City. He acted as a parish priest there. He
then spent the last semester of this academic
year at SLUH.
One of the things that he said really stood
out to him when he returned to SLUH was
the change in the seniors.
“I had taught some of them as freshmen,
and here they are as seniors,” he said. “The
way they’ve matured—I was really struck
by that.” He explained that not only physical
but also character changes are evident in the
upperclassmen. He said some were shy, but
are now are involved in extracurriculars, for
example.
As for where he is going now, Hadel
cannot be certain because his Jesuit provincial gives him his mission. He does think
it is likely that he will go to White House
Retreat Center in South County.

Pat Lynch
Staff

T

hree weeks after his surgery, Latin
teacher Mark Tychonievich continues
along the road to recovery from cancer.
After spending nine days in the hospital
following his surgery, Tychonievich returned
to his house cancer-free but feeling extremely
weak from the surgery. The surgery entailed
an incision that runs from his ribcage downfrom the right side of his abdomen. Since
then he has remained primarily in his bed.
Tychonievich’s wife Mary wrote in a
blog of his recovery, “he’s obviously sore,
moves very cautiously and slowly, and needs
some help out of bed, but not really in what
would be considered great pain … mostly
soreness.”
In an interview, Mary Tychonievich
added that “he’s been eating well, primarily
smaller meals, but more frequent,” and that
he’s been downstairs a few times since returning home. The most notable trip downstairs
occurred on Monday when Tychonievich
went outside and blew bubbles with his
four-year-old daughter Ellie and his sister
Karen, who stayed with the Tychonievich
family this week and last. Though there’s no
time table, Mary said that Tychonievich will
likely be at about 90 percent of his normal
strength six weeks after his surgery.
Though recovering, Tychonievich will
still prepare a speech for the Senior Graduation Dinner, though he does not know how
he will present that speech because of his
condition. Summer Plyometrics, which has
been run by Tychonievich, will be cancelled,
but Tychonievich plans to return to coach the
varsity football team when the season begins
on August 11.

Announcement

Sophomore Joe Quinlan won the Doyle
Purchase Award, which is presented yearly
to the best work in the SLUH art show. The
award is named after Fr. Doyle, founder of
the art program at SLUH. The art department
purchased Quinlan’s drawing of a clarinet
for $200.
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Defeat Francis Howell North and Oakville

Tony Billmeyer
Reporter

T

he St. Louis U. High Volleybills (28-2
overall) rolled through districts and
playoffs without dropping a game in all
seven of their postseason matches.
The Repeatbills traveled to Francis
Howell Central for district play on Saturday.
The Jr. Bills came out firing against Parkway
South and took game one by 10 points. The
dominant performance was led by their
hitting attack, which posted 27 kills in the
two-game sweep.
Immediately following match one,
the TQbills were set to take on what they
expected to be a much improved Vianney
side. The Districtchampbills did not falter
as they rolled to a 25-14 dominating victory
in game one over the Griffins.
The Killbills were led by captain and
hitter senior Pete Hock, who recorded an
impressive 10 kills in two games.
The Goliathbills also saw consistent

serving from junior libero B.J. Byland, and the match, SLUH’s defense and serving
five notable blocks from senior Kevin Steitz remained strong as they took game two by
that led them on their way to another vic- 11 points.
tory.
The final game of the day against
The Adamsbills then had to play their Lindbergh was to be another uneventful
third consecutive match
rout for the defending state
against host Francis Howchamps, until late in game
ell Central, whose team
one when Scovill sent in
was coming off a rest.
co-captain senior Justin
Coach Paul Scovill
Cole. Cole, who struggled
informed the team prior to
to heal his Achilles tendon
the game that a confident
throughout the season, was
Central player was quoted
greeted with a standing
as saying, “We took SLUH
ovation from the U. High
to three games earlier …
fans and players. Cole
we’re not scared to play
played sharply, recording
them.” The Scovibills
12 assists in his return, and
used this as motivation
SLUH finished the day with
and came out firing on all
a dominating two-game
Senior Pete Hock (right) digs against
cylinders. Hitters junior Francis Howell Central in the quarterfinals. win.
Mike Adams and Hock led the team with 10
Wednesday night, the Mistymaybills
and 11 kills, respectively, and the team won headed to Kirkwood for the quarterfinals and
game one.
semifinals of the state tournament. The
see VOLLEY, 14
Despite a few mental errors throughout
photo by zac boesch

Baudbills’ streak hits 55 as team heads to final four
Charles Gerber
Reporter

A

confident Kirkwood water polo team
marched onto the deck in their scarlet
robes, fresh off a 9-0 victory over Parkway Central. Little did they know that
thanks to senior captain Mike Sizemore’s
new focusing technique and the attendance of legendary brothers Tim, ’05, and
Jim Heafner, ’07, the Jr. Bills were itching
for a fight.
        Kirkwood showed their stuff when they
beat senior captain Tim Dale to the ball in the
opening swim-off. But the Jr. Bills were not
going to be knocked out easily. Off a steal
from junior William Page, SLUH scored a
goal 21 seconds into the game. With 1,659
seconds left to play, the outcome was still
uncertain.
        The Wilkiebills took the gloves off
and dealt a combination of deafening blows
to Kirkwood that left them reeling and, for
one unlucky Pioneer, throwing up on the
sideline. Under the example of senior Max
Wurm, SLUH finished the grueling quarter

up 7-0. Using the crafty ‘Wurm’ turn, he
was able to score his first hat trick of the
season.
        “I think he really just brought up the
intensity of the team with his hat trick,”
junior Trent Going said.
        After a stirring and emotional speech
from Wurm, the Sammiebills went out big
looking for a shutout. But the Pioneers had
been forming a plan that involved setting
the ball to the two-meter and a backhand
shot. Unprepared, SLUH was left without
a defense and allowed a goal. After the
powerful undercut from the Pioneers, the
Jr. Bills wiped the tears from their eyes and
readjusted their focus.
        After exchanging blow after blow after
blow, the Einsteinbills finished the match
with a knockout and a score of 16-1.
        But what really led to the victory? Going
believes it was the simple melodies of fifteen
young men. “We really bonded while singing
‘Bleeding Love’ during warm ups,” Going
said. “I think when the going got tough, we
all thought about that moment, and it gave
us the courage to advance.”

        SLUH thus advances to the final four for
a remarkable 21st consecutive season. The Jr.
Bills look to break in the Marquette Mustangs
in the semifinals on Friday at 6:30 p.m., and
a victory would provide a shot at the winner
of DeSmet vs. Chaminade in the finals on
Saturday at 7:00 p.m.

SLUH

WINS

STATE!

SLUH volleyball successfully defended its state title last night at Kirkwood
against Lafayette. The Jr. Bills dropped
game one 36-34, but won game two by
nine. Co-captain Jack Hughes’ stellar
defense and junior Mike Adams and
senior Pete Hock’s 27 combined kills
spurred the comeback, and the Jr. Bills
etched their name on the trophy with
a 25-20 game three win.		
-Tony Billmeyer
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2πrbills place second in districts
Steve Kuehner
Reporter

efore his 5000-meter race in the
2000 Olympics, U.S. distance runner Nick Rogers revealed the racing
strategy he planned to use. It was not a
complex series of surging and resting,
nor did it rely on another runner to help
him through a certain stage of the race.
Rogers merely said, “I’m going to go
and leave my blood all over the track.”
Just like Rogers, the St. Louis U. High
track and field team threw down everything they had at the District 2 Championship last Saturday, finishing second behind a very strong team from Waynesville.
“It was a day where, if we were in
any other district in Missouri, we probably
would win,” said head coach Jim Linhares.
“Waynesville is an overwhelming team.”

But many of the U. High performances peted in many races this year, led the sprinters
were every bit as impressive as those from in a spectacular display of speed and athletiWaynesville. The team recorded several cism. Wingo sped down the track in the 100
first-place finishes both on the track and in in 10.78 to secure his first-place finish, and
later competed in
the field. Junior
the 200, where
Kevin Graves
he finished only
launched
his
one second bediscus 133’8”
hind Sam Parr
for a victory,
for third place.
which Linhares
“ To w a t c h
referred to as
Ronnie go, to
“a tremendous
see him do his
happening.”
thing is really
F e l l o w
thrower Evan Junior Ronnie Wingo (second from left) qualified for Sectionals amazing,” said
Linhares after
Sullivan scored
by winning the 100-meter race.
performance.
points for the team with his sixth place W i n g o ’ s
Wingo and Parr were not the only
124’11” finish in the discus and forth
place 43’6.5” finish in the shot put. sprinters putting points on the board for the
see AMTRACK, 14
Junior Ronnie Wingo, who has not com-

Joey Neill
Reporter

Andrew Nelson
Reporter

B
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Basebills storm Tennis sends five to State;
N o r m a n d y regionals loom ahead

T

he Jr. Bills’ district baseball competition was pushed back from Monday to
Wednesday this week due to heavy rains.
On Wednesday, the Basebills squared
off against Normandy in first-round district
play. As expected, the No. 8 Jr. Bills handled
Normandy with few problems, invoking the
mercy rule after five innings, 10-0.
While the entire lineup hit well, junior
first baseman Mike Bucchino got the gamewinner with a two-run double. Senior A.J.
Greiner pitched all five innings for a shutout
to propel the Steadmanbills into the district
final, which was scheduled for last night. But
according to the trends of earlier in the week,
the game was cancelled due to weather.
The Ritenour game has been rescheduled
for 4:30 this afternoon at Ritenour. The two
sides met in last year’s district final, which
SLUH won 4-0 before falling to Webster at
sectionals.
Pending another Jr. Billiken victory,
SLUH will host Chaminade at sectionals,
which will begin on Tuesday. The Jr. Bills
twice defeated their MCC rivals this year by
scores of 8-0 and 16-5.

A

fter winning districts and qualifying
five out of six players for the individual portion of state, the St. Louis U.
High tennis team prepared for regionals.
Regionals feature a different format than
the regular season, with only the top six
players from each team playing singles
and three doubles matches. SLUH faced
off against McCluer North at Dwight Davis Tennis Center on Monday.
After being stomped by the Agassibills,
1-6, earlier in the season, McCluer North
decided to move their Nos. 3, 4 and 5 players
down a spot, hoping to pick up a few wins.
Their plan did not work, however, as SLUH
shut down McCluer North 6-0. Junior John
Edwards at No. 3 singles was the first one
off the court, easily dismissing his opponent
6-0, 6-0. Junior Tom Hoffmann quickly followed, winning 6-0, 6-2 at No. 5 singles.
After dominating his first set 6-0, senior
co-captain Mike Ferrell struggled a little in
the second set but eventually won 6-3 at the
No. 6 position. Fellow senior co-captain
Andrew Nelson was looking for revenge
against his opponent, Kyle Christian, No.

2. Nelson lost to Christian in three sets in
the first match of the season. After winning
the first set 6-3, Nelson dropped the second,
2-6, but was able to rally back and win 6-4
in the final match.
The match of the day, however, came
from sophomore Joe Murphy-Baum at No. 4
singles. Because of McCluer’s rearranging of
their line-up, Murphy-Baum was up against
their No. 3 player. Murphy-Baum dropped
the first set 3-6, but dominated the second
6-0. Going into the third set, Murphy-Baum
was fighting lower back pain, but still won
the third set 6-3.
No. 1 freshman Greg Marifian also beat
his opponent soundly, 6-2, 6-1.
“I was impressed with the dominance
we showed top to bottom on Monday,” head
coach Patrick Zarrick said. “Greg took three
sets to beat his McCluer opponent earlier
in the year, and he handily won today. That
match just showed how much we as an entire team have improved over the season. It
was a good confidence booster for sectional
competition.”
The Acebills will play tonight in the
sectional round of the state tournament at
Francis Howell North.
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Mickelbills wrap up inconsistent F r e s h m a n
5-7 season, will return seven Achillesbills
make haste
at big meets
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Jeremy Schwob
Reporter

he St. Louis U. High golf team had an
up-and-down year, finishing with a record of 5-7. The five-win season eclipsed
their one win last year.
The biggest frustration throughout the
season for the Golfbills was consistency. The
team showed flashes of brilliance as senior
Alex Armstrong’s consistent play was a nice
surprise throughout the season. Several Jr.
Bills displayed good performances for most
of the year from senior Ross Meyer and junior
Colin FitzGerald.
A highlight of the season occurred at
the Metro Catholic Conference (MCC)
Tournament, where Meyer and junior captain
Jeremy Schwob carded rounds of 77, good
for a share of sixth place overall.

But the Titleistbills had a disappointing
finish to their season as none of their five-man
district squad advanced to the state tournament.
Head coach Greg Bantle said, “It was
a tough season for the guys as they battled
bad weather conditions, and their scores were
higher as a result.”
The Tigerbills have high hopes for the
2009 season as they return seven players
with varsity experience.
Bantle said, “I am really looking forward
to next year’s team and expect some strong
results when we return four guys with district
play experience. Those four players—juniors
Joe Schrick, Schwob, and FitzGerald, and
sophomore Kyle Felts—all have their eyes
on qualifying for state, both as individuals
and as a team.

PN Playoff Nightbeat
photo by conor blanquart

Last night the Jr. Bill lacrosse team advanced past Parkway West to the
state semifinals in a 16-5 rout. Senior attackman Jack Reichenbach netted
five goals and two assists in one of his better performances of the season.
Defensively, the D-polebills silenced the state’s leading scorer, Andy Boyd,
allowing him only 2 goals. Above, junior attackman Brian Hof (#21) turns
the corner on a Longhorn defender en route to the cage.
				
-Brad Tharpe

Will McManus
Reporter

T

he successful freshman track and field
season came to an end recently. The
team placed highly at its two major meets.
It took second at the conference meet, falling only to Jesuit rival DeSmet, and finished fourth out of 18 teams at the Vianney Freshman Invitational.
The strong points of the team were
the distance runners. Dan Raterman, Allen
Ratermann, and Riley Konzen led the way.
At the conference meet, Raterman won the
800 with Konzen finishing second. Konzen
won the mile and, with teammates Joe Meier,
Raterman, and Ratermann, finished first in
the 4x800 relay.
Varsity soccer player Richie Hoffman
also joined the team and had a noteworthy
year as a sprinter. Hoffman ran well as one
of the top sprinters, running the 400 and 200.
Mo Oginni, who high jumped, triple jumped,
and sprinted, was described by head coach
Joe Porter as “a very good sprinter.” Josh
Doer triple jumped as well as high jumped.
John Gaal also had a good season as the best
freshman pole-vaulter, a good high jumper,
and a good relay runner.
Also in the field was thrower Charlie
Brynac on the discus and shot put. “They’re
good throwers,” said Porter. “They build
momentum.”
In the hurdles, John Milner was one of
the best freshmen. Daniel Hoeffel also ran
hurdles, which was quite unusual for his 5’3”
height.
“He doesn’t look like your typical
hurdler,” said Porter of Hoeffel’s size. “You
usually want them to be tall and lanky, but he
had such good form, he was pretty good.”
“We had a pretty rocky start, we got
better over time,” said Milner.
“Track is technical, it takes a while to
get the technique,” Porter said. “This team
will continue to contend if they stay with it.
There is a lot of talent here.”
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Photo Essay
photo by will hartzler

Traveling through the old Armory, which once held
Armed Forces parade and now is the home to SLUH
teams on less than opportune weather days.
photo by zac boesch

May 16, 2008
photo by zac boesch

Photographer Zac Boesch clicked the shutter
two-fifths of a second before senior Adam Belgeri
connected. The ball stays in the camera frame
for 1/13 of a second for an 80 mph pitch.
photo by zac boesch

Kobe-esque sophomore Jake Fechter ducks under a
DeSmet defender as the Burger King and the rest of
the crowd waits for what seems like an eternity for
him to release the reverse layup.

Junior Brian “Birdman” Schwartze soars over
junior Mike Bucchino to the rim during
Spirit Week’s slam dunk contest.
photo by zac boesch and will hartzler

photo by will hartzler

A motley crew of PN staffers along with Moderator Steve
Missey journeyed down the service tunnel towards the center of the earth seeking the fabled English Department
Archive and the Home of the Jr. Billiken.

Believe it or not, this picture has not been
photoshopped. Frosty thought St. Ignatius looked a
little lonely so, being a true (snow)man for others, graced
the founder himself with a photo-op.
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departing teachers

Brian Taber Mike Kroeker

Tim McLaughlin,
Christian Geoghegan
Reporters

B

rian J. Taber, n.S.J., will be leaving
St. Louis U. High at the end of this
school year to continue his Jesuit training
by studying at Saint Louis University.
Taber has been a jack-of-all-trades
when it comes to helping out the SLUH
community. He frequently helps out history
teacher Joe Porter, theology teacher Ralph
Houlihan, S.J., and Latin teacher Mary Lee
McConaghy with their respective subjects.
He also helps out the Civics club, and leads
the Tuesday Rosary.
“He wears many hats,” said fellow
campus ministry staffer Porter, who has often
called Taber “Too-Tall-Taber.”
Born in Blue Grass, Iowa, Taber first
felt the calling to the priesthood when he
attended Creighton University and met a
Jesuit scholastic, Daniel Hendrickson, while
he was majoring in Classical Studies.
Commenting on his career choice after
college, Taber says, “I did what anyone with
a major in Classical Studies did. Worked at
Wendy’s.”
While the manager of a Wendy’s, the 6’
8” Taber turned one of the worst Wendy’s
in the Midwest into one of the best. This
economic boom led to an increase in Taber’s
salary; he soon aquired a house, four cars,
and a big screen television. However, he felt
something missing, so he let his assisstant
manager live with him to help him get off
of drugs, and also gave away his bonuses to
his fellow workers.
Taber will be majoring in philosophy at
SLU, his favorite philosopher being SØren
Kierkegaard.
His goal in his preisthood is “to present
Christ to as many people as possible in as
many ways as possible.”
“So the faith was planted, so it must be
restored,” said Taber, quoting his favorite
saint, Edmund Campion, S.J.
Taber said he is grateful for his time at
SLUH.

Michael Dienstbach
Reporter

W

hen ASC teacher Mike Kroeker
started serving at St. Louis U. High
this year, he said his main goal was “just
to be a sponge and learn how to be a better person and a teacher from all the role
models around the school.”
Some may have known him as the pool
hall monitor. Others may have known him
as a frequent and fun substitute for various
classes, who played Radiohead over the
speakers while getting to know the kids in
the room.
In addition to being pool hall monitor
and a substitute teacher, Kroeker was also
an assistant basketball coach on both B and
varsity teams, an assistant freshman baseball
coach, an assistant STUCO moderator, a Student Advisory Committee member, a retreat
leader, and founder of the Burger Club.
Kroeker also spent time with the
students, participating in the Spring Fling
three-on-three basketball tournament and
going to restaurants with the Burger Club.
He was also a spiritual leader, helping out
on some of the retreats.
“(Mr. Kroeker) is really personable and
easy to talk to, and he always gives good
advice,” said sophomore Tim Cooney.
Kroeker will be leaving SLUH at the end
of this year and moving to Washington, Mo.
to teach freshman theology, coach basketball,
and be involved in campus ministry at St.
Francis Borgia Regional High School.
“Although I’m sad that I have to leave
SLUH, I’m excited to go to a new school that
really wants me to be there and is also a place
where I really want to be,” said Kroeker.
Kroeker said his learning experience
at SLUH this past year has helped him to
grow into a great role model and has also
confirmed his desire to become a teacher.
“My favorite thing about SLUH is
just how loving the community is,” said
Kroeker.

Jim Fox

Graham Carroll
Reporter

E

very year the contribution of the
members of the Alum Service Corps
(ASC) is a valuable part of the St. Louis
U. High community. This year Jim Fox,
’03, donated his time and talents to the
math department and lacrosse program.
Fox said he joined the ASC because he
saw it as a “good opportunity to give back to
the school” and he liked the idea of returning
to his “old digs.”
Fox took over two geometry courses
in the second semester after math teacher
George Mills went on sabbatical. He said
that teaching the courses was “more work
than expected, but worthwhile.”
Sophomore Eric Lewis described Fox
as “a great teacher and very entertaining.”
Fox also served as lacrosse manager,
taking care of behind-the-scenes work for
the team and acting as a connection between
the school and the program. The job had a
lot of responsibilities, but it was “worthwhile
to watch the kids play,” said Fox.
Fox also went on the Mission Mexico
trip over spring break. The purpose of the trip
was to build houses in Reynoso, Mexico. Fox
described the trip as an “awesome experience,” and also mentioned that he was glad
to see that the students had an opportunity
like Mission Mexico, a program that did not
exist when he was a student at SLUH.
“Fox’s engineering and Spanish knowledge helped a lot during the trip,” said junior
Pat Linhares.
Fox also played an instrumental role
in planning and organizing the freshman
retreat.
Fox will get married this summer and
then go to Tulsa to work as a manufacturing
engineer.
Fox said he was “very grateful to the
students and faculty for being so welcoming
and fun to work with.”
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PN 73 ready to take the reigns
to manage the staff.”
Missey said Casey, who has worked
on the paper since his freshman year, is an
fter producing 31 issues of the Prep
“amazing” reporter who “is very skilled at
News’s seventy-second volume,
putting together a complex story with many
new leadership has been chosen to guide
sources with clarity and grace.”
the newspaper through the
Mack2008-09 school year.
owiak is also
Leading the young staff
a three-year
will be editors Chris BrenPrep News
nan, Kevin Casey, and Peter
veteran.
Mackowiak, all rising seniors.
“Pete
The trio will share the duties
is elegantly
of editing, fact checking, and
descriptive,
staff management, along with
another guy
their usual reporting work.
who writes
This is the second time in
polished senfour years that the Prep News
tences that
has been without an editor in
give his stochief.
ries clarity,”
Prep News moderator
Missey said,
Stephen Missey said that he’s
adding that
excited to watch the juniors
Mackowiak
in their first opportunity to
has recently
(Clockwise from top) Pete Mackowiak, Kevin
take full responsibility for the
Casey, and Chris Brennan squint at the bright
taken an inpaper.
future before them.
terest in seeking
It’s a “chance to really asout stories in the
sert their vision for the paper,” Missey said.
St. Louis U. High community.
“They’re going to learn to work together, to
The neophyte of the group is Brennan,
make tough decisions about the paper, and
who joined the paper earlier this year. Bren-

nan has proved to be a fast learner, however,
and he will round out next year’s editorial
board.
Missey said Brennan is a vigorous
thinker who “will bring real ambition to the
newspaper. He seeks challenges.”
Supporting the editors will be a young
core staff consisting of rising seniors Mark
Waterman and Patrick Lynch and rising
juniors Ben Kim and Matt Bettonville.
“(The staff reporters) are ambitious in
the amount of work they take on, diligent in
their approach to doing it right, and all very,
very talented writers,” Missey said.
Rounding out the staff and keeping the
paper pleasing to the eye is rising senior Zac
Boesch, who will continue in his current
capacity as staff photographer.
“Zac is a tireless worker,” Missey said.
“He tries to get everywhere and have a
photographic record of everything. He has
a great eye, and he’s constantly working to
improve his technical and artistic skill with
the camera.”
With a group of such eclectic talents and
approaches, Prep News volume 73 looks to
uphold the paper’s standards of reporting
and creativity.

Kershenski, who worked with the old and
new book selection process, the new method
is the right decision. With suggestions and
ideas coming from a smaller group, and not
the whole school, Kershenski said that it
was more managable. He mentioned that
this method allows new people and fresh
ideas into the process, unlike in the past
method in which the same group of people
chose the book every year. Kershenski also
said that there are areas that need improvement, especially regarding the time allotted
for finding a book. He said that it would
have been helpful if the departments could
have started in January instead of April,
which would make a significant difference.
Kershenski also said he hopes to see some
students involved with the selection process
in the future. “It needs more time, but we are
on the right track for sure,” he said.
Though Lodholz wasn’t a member of the
previous selection process, she said that it was

a challenge finding the right book. Because
the age groups range from 14 on up, it was
difficult to find something that will be “topical
and valuable” to everyone. Even though the
process was arduous, the interdepartmental
discussions between the social studies and
science teachers were interesting and helpful,
according to Lodholz.
“It was a fabulous experience to work
with the committee,” she said.

Jim Santel
Editor in Chief

A

Photo By Christian Ronzio

Longitude

(from 2)
ments e-mailed their vote to Lodholz, who
tabulated them to determine the summer
reading book. Lodholz then reported the two
departments’ decision to Assistant Principal
for Academics Mark Michalski and to Assistant Principal Thomas Becvar, who is
responsible for getting copies of the book
for the faculty and administration.
“Longitude wasn’t as dark of a topic.
It seemed an appropriate length, and it is a
beautifully written story,” said Lodholz.
Because the science and social studies
departments just recently decided on the
summer reading book, they haven’t made a
final decision on the assessment tool or any
follow-up activities for the project. According to Lodholz and Busenhart, there probably
will be a basic quiz, small group discussions
and other activities with the book, including
a guest speaker.
According to science teacher Kent

Congratulations

Senior Dan James was named St. Louis
U. High’s scholar athlete by the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch in the May 14 edition
of the newspaper. James, who played
varsity football for two years, made the
All-State second team, with Matt Rice,
as a wide receiver, kicker, and punter.
James currently plays center field for
the baseball team, where he has spent
three years on varsity.
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Ten Stories that shaped the year

A Prep News Retrospective: Ten stories that
shaped the year (in chronological order)

Sophomore Chris Zandstra dies (Issue 2,
September 7, 2007)
After a lifelong battle with cancer, sophomore
Chris Zandstra finally succumbed to his illness, which claimed one of his legs but never
his optimistic spirit. Faculty, friends, and
relatives recalled Zandstra’s incredible faith
and good humor in handling his ailment.
Administration unveils next phase of V2K
(Issue 7, October 12, 2007)
The administration revealed the next phase
of SLUH’s Vision 2000 expansion program, which will bring the most dramatic
changes to the main SLUH building since
the 1996 renovations. At the center of the
plan are the new Danis Field House and a
new cafeteria.
Senior-led cafeteria boycott polarizes
school (Issue 11, November 16, 2007)
Feeling that cafeteria prices were too high,
some seniors attempted to launch a boycott.
While the protest had little effect on sales,
students and faculty debated the seniors’
methods, which some witnesses said included
physically preventing underclassmen from
entering the lunch line.
Schenkenberg announces retirement,
John Moran hired as next principal (Issues 12 and 25, November 30, 2007 and
April 4, 2008) After six years as principal
of St. Louis U. High, Mary Schenkenberg
announced that she would be retiring at the
end of the year to spend more time with her
family. The school launched a nationwide
search for a new principal, finally settling
on John Moran, the Assistant Principal for
Academics at St. John’s Prep in Danvers,
Mass.
A taste of poverty: SLUH’s first Hunger
Banquet (Issue 19, February 8, 2008) As
a follow-up to the school-wide reading of
Nickel and Dimed, members of SLUH’s
North Central Diversity committee organized
a Hunger Banquet. Most students and faculty
ate only a bowl of rice for lunch, as the exercise was intended to illustrate the inequities
of global food distribution.

Student removed after making threats
(Issue 27, April 18, 2008) After making
potential threats against the school, a student
was removed from school by the SLUH administration, who was alerted to the situation
by the father of a young woman in contact
with the student. The administration sent a
letter to parents informing them of the steps
taken to address the threats.

Eric Clark decides to leave SLUH (Issue
28, April 25, 2008) After 16 years at SLUH,
13 of these as Dean of Students, Eric Clark
decided to take the principal’s job at Loyola
Academy in St. Louis City. The sudden decision prompted an outpouring of appreciation
from students and faculty, and also raised issues of faculty diversity, as Clark’s departure
will leave only one African-American on the
SLUH faculty (Issue 29, May 2, 2008).
Tychonievich’s successful battle with cancer (Issues 28 and 29, April 25 and May 2,
2008) After being diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer over the summer, Latin teacher Mark
Tychonievich underwent chemotherapy
throughout the year until doctors deemed
him ready for surgery in April. The day
before his operation, Tychonievich learned
that the senior class had voted him teacher
of the year. Doctors declared the operation a
success and Tychonievich cancer-free.
SLUH legend Hagan, S.J., passes away
(Issue 29, May 2, 2008) Almost synonymous
with St. Louis U. High, longtime SLUH Jesuit
Martin Hagan, who served at SLUH from
1952-2004, died after suffering a fall. Former
students and colleagues recalled Hagan’s
quiet dedication to taking an interest in the
life of each SLUH student, making a point
of memorizing each freshman’s name.
Compromise reached on Running of the
Bills (Issue 30, May 9, 2008) For several
years, the senior class’s last-day-of-school
run through the hallways has resulted in
opened lockers, destroyed books, and a
stymied administration. After a year-long
discussion of the event, Student Council
negotiated a compromise with the administration, securing an outdoor run for the senior
class. The event went off peacefully.
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ELLIOTT

(from 4)
questions correctly in order to win points.
Under her leadership, the team finished second in the state last year, the highest finish
in recent years. As moderator, Elliott was in
charge of running meets and practices.
“She was there not just to help us learn
the stuff, but to help us be confident enough
to answer,” said senior Michael Baumer,
who gave Elliott’s farewell speech at the
final all-school liturgy.
Baumer said that Elliott brought a
positive and upbeat attitude to practices and
made them more fun. According to Baumer,
Elliott kept order among what he called “an
eccentric group.”
“It’s not just about the game, it’s about
building camaraderie with the Quiz Bowl
team,” said Baumer. “She was definitely an
integral part of our team.”
Baumer, a member of NHS, also appreciated Elliott’s work and leadership for
that organization.
“She keeps track of the service hours
and makes sure the committees are doing
the work,” said Baumer. “She’s sort of the
voice of the ideals of NHS.”
Senior Tim Guntli emphasized Elliott’s
leadership and hard work on behalf of NHS.
“She kept us organized and on task the entire
year,” he said.
NHS has grown in Elliott’s eight years
as its moderator. In 2000, NHS had approximately 40 members, and next fall it will have
155.
“When she became moderator of NHS,
it was a really small organization, and being
a small organization, it wasn’t able to do the
things it does now,” said Baumer. “She made
that organization more effective.”
Due to its increased size, NHS could
more easily perform service, including tutoring and faculty appreciation/activities.
“Her leadership has helped not only the
physical growth of the organization, but also
in the significance of NHS,” said Baumer.
Guntli said that Elliott brought a good
attitude to NHS meetings and made them
more enjoyable to the members, even when
the subject matter wasn’t particularly engaging. She also promoted fundraisers and
encouraged donations to charities. When
she first arrived at SLUH, NHS made their
budget from a used book drive. Though it
was replaced last year by the online book

service MBS Direct, the book sale had previously been instrumental in raising money
for NHS.
“Because of the used book sale, we were
able to give more money to charities, usually
in St. Louis, but also the Honduras trip and
Mission Mexico,” said Elliot.
Elliott also started the idea for a followup to this year’s hunger banquet. “She was
the primary pioneer for the rice lunch that
we do,” said Guntli.
Elliott said of her work with NHS, “I
also try to make it be truly an honor society.
The students perform service and truly be a
part of the SLUH community.”
Reflecting on her SLUH experience,
Elliott remembered the spirituality of the
community in particular.
“It’s really important to what SLUH’s
all about,” she said. “I really can think back
on retreats, prayer services, liturgies, and
see how much they helped me grow spiritually.”
As she prepares to leave the school, Elliott hopes that she has made a lasting impact
on the people she has met. “I hope that I was
a model of hard work and integrity that we
try to instill in our students,” she said.
“She definitely shows you how to put
your heart and soul into what you do and to
stand up for what’s right,” said Kissel.
“Mrs. Elliott is one of those kinds of
teachers who, to me, makes me want to strive
to be a better teacher because I see her level
of professionalism,” said Flangan.
Guntli said that Elliott was able to
convey the importance of perseverance to
him through their work together with NHS.
“She encouraged me to stick with things,
even if they didn’t appear to have the best
outcome,” said Baumer.
“She’s been a friend to me for as long as
I’ve known her,” he said. “She’s taught me a
lot about winning and losing and dedication,
about having fun. Even though I’ve never
had her as a teacher, she did teach me.”
“I was thrilled to be a part of the great
tradition of SLU High for eight short, quick
years,” Elliott said.
“I plan to play a lot of golf, spend a lot
of time with my grandchildren, read, garden,
and travel,” she said.

PHYSICS
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sure, has to do with (the fact that) we only
had physics five periods a week as opposed
to six periods per week in previous years for
our best students.”
Baudendistel added that in the past he
has constructed a qualifying round rather
than handpicking the students. This extra
step has proven to be more useful as a practice aid than as a selection tool, and may be
implemented again in future years.

KUENSTING

(from 3)
area. According to slsc.org, the annual prize
“honors effective teaching as a central component of quality education.”
The prize ended a long process that
started with a nomination by Principal Mary
Schenkenberg. Kuensting then had to submit
letters of recommendation from both students
and parents. Those letters earned him a spot
in the top ten and an in-person interview for
the prize.
Kuensting said his interview for the prize
was unconventional, as most teachers came
in with a pre-made Powerpoint presentation
to present to interviewers.
“I decided to do the interview basically
the way I teach class,” said Kuensting. He
said that he used his Bioweb website to
demonstrate how he uses animations, diagrams, and soundbites to teach biology in
his freshman biology, field biology, and AP
Biology classes.
Kuensting was later notified that he had
been selected as one of the top five finalists
for the award.
“I was very happy just to have been in
the finals. … I’m thankful for that,” said
Kuensting. Two of the other five finalists
received higher awards, but Kuensting said
that the Loeb prize’s goal was to honor five
teachers.

Announcement

Join the SLUH-Nerinx team
in the MS 150, September 6-7
in Columbia, Mo. See Mr.
Moore for details.
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Year in review: most memorable sports stories
Compiled by Dan Everson
Sports Editor

W

ith two state championships (so far)
and deep runs into the playoffs in
several other sports, it has been an exciting year in St. Louis U. High sports. We
now recap, in chronological order, ten
highlights from SLUH sports 2007-08.
Is the state soccer bracket unfair to the
MCC? Issue 9
By Dan Everson
The high-caliber soccer teams of the Metro
Catholic Conference faced a familiar scenario
this year. Although all five teams were in
Missouri’s top ten for the last seven weeks of
the season, the district and sectional rounds
of the state tournament were arranged such
that only one MCC team could reach the
state final. The article examined the Missouri State High School Activities Association’s (MSHSAA) reasoning for arranging
the bracket in such a manner and gathered
SLUH coach Charlie Martel’s thoughts on
the state tournament.
Cross-country takes state title, Issue 10
By Stephen Kuehner
At Oak Hills Golf Center in Jefferson
City, the cross-country team hoped to overcome Eric Fernandez and a tough Parkway
West squad to win the state championship.
Fernandez won the individual title, and
SLUH’s highest finisher was John Clohisy
in 18th place, but the Prebills placed all of its
top seven runners ahead of West’s fifth. The
Jr. Bills claimed their 3rd state championship by a narrow margin, 113-118, ahead of
Parkway West.
Rosario, ’98, runs in Olympic marathon
trials, Issue 10
By Dan Everson
Cross-country coach Ben Rosario had his
own big race to run the week of the state
championships. He was in New York City
for the U.S. Olympic marathon trials, where
he placed 100th in 2:36:09. Rosario was acquainted with two of the runners who made
news at the marathon: Ryan Shay, who died
suddenly during the race, and Brian Sell,
who placed third to qualify for the U.S.
Olympic team.

Soccer blanks CBC 2-0, reaches state
semifinals, Issue 11
By Mike Ferrell
After three years of falling to MCC teams
in the tough state tournament bracket—
including two quarterfinal losses to archrival
CBC—the Martelbills again drew CBC in the
state quarterfinals. This time, SLUH came
out on top. Senior Kevin Steitz put the Jr.
Bills ahead in the 14th minute by heading
in a cross from fellow senior David Ziegler,
and SLUH won its third of four matches with
CBC. In the semifinals, the Jr. Bills crushed
Mehlville, 4-0, but the Drogbills lost a hotly
contested final with Rockhurst, 1-0.
Hockey fights back, stuns No. 1 CBC,
5-3, Issue 13
By Matt Beezley
It had been 22 regular season games since
the Legacebills had last beaten the Cadets.
But the Jr. Bill hockey team, much like the
soccer team, had plans to reverse its fortunes
against CBC. CBC carried leads of 2-0 and
3-1, but with just 0.6 seconds remaining in
the second period, junior Jack Berger buried
a power play goal to knot the score at three.
Senior Steve Lindsley fired in the McInnisbills’ fourth goal to give SLUH the lead.
An empty netter sealed the game for the Jr.
Bills, and raucous celebration ensued.

A look inside MCC soccer with four
coaches, Issue 15
By Dan Everson
Why is MCC soccer so good after all? This
feature explored that question and examined
the MCC’s rich soccer history, including its
greatest players, most memorable goals, and
Catholic tradition. Whether the conference
is the best in the nation is up for debate, but
the MCC coaches can make a case for it.
“I’d put (the) five of our schools up against
any five in the country,” said Chaminade’s
Mike Gauvain.
Corby’s sudden death goal sends hockey
to semifinals, Issue 21
By Matt Beezley
After a 6-0 win in game one of their quarterfinal series with DeSmet, the Icebills fell 3-2 to
DeSmet in the second of two games, forcing
a ten-minute mini-game. Senior goalie Alex

Effinger was spectacular in goal, stopping
nine shots in the mini-game to force sudden
death overtime. In overtime, junior Kevin
Corby sent the Jr. Bills to the semifinals with
a one-on-one goal. Chaminade eliminated
SLUH in the semifinals, but Corby’s goal
was another great moment in one of SLUH
hockey’s greatest seasons.
Racquetball takes State, Issue 22
By Spencer Rusch
Few teams are as dominant as the JPKbills,
who won their first state championship in
three years and their 10th championship
of the last 14 years. At the varsity level the
team won six of seven titles. The team overwhelmed still more opponents at Nationals
in Portland, Ore., but the Vonderbills fell
just short of first place. They took second,
only 3.5 points behind La Salle High of
Milwaukie, Ore.

Busenhart inducted to St. Louis Amateur
Hockey Hall, Issue 23
By Dan Everson
Soon after leading the Jr. Bills hockey program to the state semifinals, coach Charlie
Busenhart was inducted into the St. Louis
Amateur Hockey Hall of Fame for his 37
years of dedication to high school hockey in
St. Louis. Busenhart has been SLUH’s coach
since the team’s inception and is now one of
few coaches in the Mid-States Club Hockey
Association (MSCHA) who also teaches in
the classroom.
Water polo continues undefeated streak,
Issues 24-31
By Kip Tandler, Zak Ancel, Charles
Gerber
Another over-powering Jr. Bills’ team is the
water polo squad, which opened the year with
a 20-0 annihilation of Oakville and has not
looked back since. Whether playing in town
or out of state, the Baudbills have yet to lose a
game this season and, in fact, have yet to lose
a game in their last 55. They look to match
DiMaggio with a 56th straight win against
Marquette in tonight’s semifinal. With a win
Friday, they could surpass him by winning
the state championship against either DeSmet
or Chaminade (see article, p. 5).
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nbills. Andrew Bouquet ran the 400 in 53.35,
finishing sixth, with sophomore Nicholas
Seckfort less than half a second later in eighth.
The sprinters’ success carried into the
relays. The 4x100 team, consisting of Andrew
Blackmon, sophomore Daniel Jones, junior
Alex Hall, and Shawn Moore, carried the
baton around the track in 43.74 finishing in
second place, a mere 0.01 seconds behind
Parkway South’s team. Hall, Seckfort, Tim
McCann, and Jones earned another second
place finish in the 4x400, only 0.87 seconds
behind the victorious Waynesville team. With
the teams so evenly matched, either could
end up on top at sectionals this weekend.
The 4x400 team also ran an outstanding race. Bouquet, Hall, Seckfort, and Parr completed the mile in
3:23.93, finishing in third place.
The hurdlers, despite their valiant efforts,
were not quite as successful. No Jr. Bills managed to qualify for the finals in the 110 hurdles,
but McCann was able to qualify in the 300
hurdles, placing seventh with a time of 42.34.
The field team, however, continued
their success. Led by Mike Rathmann,
the Leapfrogbills scored several points.
Jumping 6’3” in the high jump, Rathmann
earned the team another first place finish. Junior Chris Brennan also launched
himself high in the air, clearing the 10’6”

Volley
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Fredbills warmed up with a quick two-game
sweep over Francis Howell North. Adams’
serving was dominant, acing more than half
his serves, including three straight.
The semifinal game was an exciting
matchup against the Post-Dispatch favorite,
Oakville. The MCCyabills came out slowly
in the first game and found themselves down
22-20. Nonetheless, fantastic serving from
Adams led a late 5-point run, and the Jumperbills pull out a three-point win in game one.
The rally seemed to continue into the second
game as the Wewantstatebills walloped their
southern opponents, 25-11.
With the semifinal victory, SLUH
clinched their third consecutive state final
berth, and second straight against last night’s
opponent Lafayette (see PN nightbeat).
“We’re going to come out with some
fire,” said junior mid-hitter Rudy Brynac.

Sports
standard in the pole vault for seventh place.
While their teammates were seeing
how high they could jump, Blackmon
and sophomore Andrew Scheibe pushed
themselves to see how far they could
jump. With Blackmon jumping 20’5.75”
in the long jump and Scheibe going
39’9” in the triple jump, both of the U.
High boys came in seventh in their event.
The distance squad contributed many
points to the Jr. Bills’ score with a multitude
of low placing finishes. Junior John Clohisy
led the way with his victory in the 3200. Clohisy covered the 2 miles in 9:46.80, crossing
the line a full 3 seconds before anyone else.
“I wanted a faster time, but the conditions didn’t really call for it,” said Clohisy,
noting that the weather was not quite perfect. However, they ran spectacular times
all the same. Junior Austin Cookson also
ran the 3200, crossing the line 9:53.00 for
forth place and led the 4x800 team to a
first place finish with an outstanding time
of 8:16.75, just nosing out the Washington
relay team by less than a forth of a second.
The SLUH team’s final points were
generated by Aaron Shepard, junior David Kuciejczyk-Kernan, and sophomore
Caleb Ford. Shepard finished forth in
the 800, a mere 1.66 seconds separating
him from the leader. Kuciejczyk-Kernan
placed second in the 1600 with Ford
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only two seconds behind him in third.
With so many athletes giving everything they had several qualified for sectionals this Saturday at Eureka High School.
“It’s strictly about who gets through (to
the state meet),” said Linhares. “(The state
meet) isn’t necessarily just won by depth.
You need elites because, at this level, everybody is elite… So, the question we’re asking
ourselves is, ‘Who at sectionals can compete
at the elite level, if they’re not already?’”
The team believes they are
ready to go to the line with the best.
“I’m looking forward to it,” said
Clohisy. “We’re going to bring all our
guys. Hopefully we can get a lot of guys
to qualify for state.” The team knows,
however, that they will have to work
hard if they want to get to the state meet.
“Even though we won (at districts), there’s
so much that we need to do, so much that we
need to improve, so much that I need to improve, but I think we’ll be ready,” said Shepard.
Rogers won third in his 5000-meter race,
shattering his personal record by leaving everything he had on the track. With sectionals
and state coming up, the SLUH team plans
to follow his strategy, holding nothing back.
With the combination of talent and hard work
that the team has displayed throughout the
season, the final meets look promising for
the Jr. Bills.
Photo by zac boesch

SLUH students packed the Kirkwood gym last night for the TQBills’ state
championship victory. They ripped off their shirts at the bequest of
VP of School Spirit junior Jack Leahy. The students, including many seniors
attending their last volleyball game, displayed their school spirit for all to see.
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octopi and roller skates in favor of tossing a
Frisbee and standing around the field’s perimeter eating free barbeque. The event did
draw spectators, though, as more than fifty
students and faculty watched from the area
around the St. Ignatius statue (at the risk of
being splashed by nearby slipping, sliding
seniors).
Seniors began filing out of the upper
field area en masse shortly after listening to
afternoon prayer, which was broadcast by
megaphone. Almost everyone left within an
hour.
“The whole thing felt kind of forced,”
said senior Steve Kelley. “I respect that the
administration didn’t want us to run inside
… but it lacked energy.”
Most juniors and seniors felt similarly,
as shown in the results of a survey conducted
in March by STUCO in which 83 percent of
upperclassmen preferred running inside and
80 percent preferred free running instead of
a set course (see Vol. 72, Issue 24).
Clark said the collective decision not
to run inside speaks well of the students’
character. “It takes a big person not to agree
with a decision and still go along with it for
the good of a worthy cause,” he said, also
urging next year’s seniors to strive for similar
selflessness.

“If they want to start a tradition, and
they claim to be a part of the SLUH family,
they need to consider (their actions’) effects
on the whole school community,” he said.
Neither Clark nor Principal Mary Schenkenberg, however, will be at SLUH next
May. Their departure brings a challenge and
an opportunity for both their replacements
and next year’s senior class in determining
the future of the Running of the Bills.
While juniors offered various responses,
most desired to replicate the positive nature
of this year’s running in a higher-energy yet
destruction-free celebration.
“I think it’s worth keeping,” said junior
Peter McNulty. “It seemed really cool (our
freshman and sophomore years) … it would
be our responsibility not to be destructive,
though,” he said.
Some juniors are indifferent to the situation. “With graduation coming up, that’s
probably going to be the last thing on my
mind,” said junior Charles Gerber.
Junior John Sinclair hopes the new administration embraces the old Running of the
Bills, saying that he thinks that seniors would
be less compelled to cause destruction for
attention : “If all the teachers could stand in
their doorways, the school could play music
over the P.A. system ... then everyone could
be happy.”

STUCO President-elect John Heafner
said that while next year’s STUCO will
actively seek out different ways to end the
year, he will not consider pressing for a return
to indoor running.
“(This year) was definitely a step in
the right direction,” said Heafner. He said
STUCO hopes to meet early and often with
both incoming principal John Moran and
the new dean of students and survey for
feedback from the senior class to come to a
new compromise that represents “something
the seniors really want to do at the end of
the year.”
John Moran, who will begin working as
SLUH’s principal July 1, said he has been
following the situation through the Prep
News and conversations with Schenkenberg
and Clark.
“I’m especially interested in the process
of compromise” that has brought about positive change, he said.
“I’m always interested in working with
the student body,” said Moran, adding that
while he is keeping his options open as to
the future of end-of-year senior celebrations,
he sees this year’s event as a good model to
build on.
“It’s important to acknowledge the good
in what (the class of 2008) accomplished,”
he said.

(from 1)
vacation, was unavailable for comment.
For the next few hours seniors hung out,
standing around the fire or playing a game
of soccer. It was not until around the early
morning that a small group of seniors entered
the school to set up their pranks, which were
planned ahead of time.
One of the pranks included taking down
the class of 2009’s banner in the chapel,
rehanging the class of 2008’s banner, and
leaving clues to the whereabouts of the ’09
banner (which was found unharmed).
Another included removing the dryerase markers from most of the school’s
classrooms and putting them in M217. The
seniors also stashed alarm clocks set to go
off at various times in different rooms.
After those seniors left, a few did stay
in the building, doing such things as moving
desks from several rooms into hallways and
blocking the stairwells of the second-floor
middle corridor with pews. Some writing

appeared on the bulletin boards outside the
cafeteria as well.
At about 4:30 a.m., another small group
composed mainly of STUCO members, went
back up to the school building to clean up the
unplanned pranks. While they were returning desks and repositioning pews, though,
a security guard saw them and thought they
were vandalizing.
The security guard called the police
and then addressed the seniors himself, and,
after learning that they were not causing any
trouble, tried to recall the police. It was too
late and the police came, but after learning of
the mistake and talking with several seniors,
they left.
According to Principal Mary Schenkenberg, she had no prior knowledge of
the event. Assistant Principal for Student
Affairs H. Eric Clark also says he had little
knowledge of the event.
Besides the consumption of alcohol on
school property, there is also the dilemma

of how the students got into both the school
and the individual classrooms. In order to get
into so many classrooms, the senior would
have either had to have an individual key for
each room or a master key for all of them.
Director of facilities Joe Rankin declined
to comment on the situation of security and
how the students got into the school.
As for the status of the senior campout
next year, Schenkenberg predicted that it will
not be an option. Laughlin commented on the
situation as well, saying that such behaviors
“will not be tolerated in the future, even if
that means no campout.”

CAMPout

Announcement

Want to keep up with Danis Field House
construction over the summer? Now you can,
thanks to a new web cam on the SLUH web site.
At http://www.sluh.org/alumni/vision2000/
danisfhouse you can view the construction
site, and the view refreshes itself every 20
seconds.
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Calendar
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May 16-Aug 29

Friday, May 16
Schedule R
AP Latin Exam
BASE @ Districts 4:30
Quesadilla Rolls, BBQ Pork

Monday, May 26
Memorial Day

Tuesday, August 12
Freshman Direction Days

Tuesday, May 27
Football Camp 8-10am

Wednesday, August 13
Freshman Direction Days

Saturday, May 17
Diversity Family Night 5-7pm
T&F @ Sectionals (at Eureka) Noon
LAX @ State Quarterfinals
TEN @ Sectionals (at Francis Howell
North)

Wednesday, May 28
Grades Due 10am
Football Camp 8-10am

Thursday, August 14
Freshman Direction Days
Friday, August 15
Freshman Orientation Day
Mothers’ Club Welcome Parent Coffee

Sunday, May 18
Graduation Mass and Dinner 5pm

Friday, May 30
Football Camp 8-10am
BASE @ State Semifinals (at Univ. of Mis
souri)
POLO @ State Semifinals 7pm

Monday, May 19
Schedule R
Senior Grades Due
Garlic Bread, Pizza

Saturday, May 31
BASE @ State Finals (at Univ. of Mis
souri)
POLO @ State Finals 7pm

Tuesday, August 19
New Teachers’ Meeting
Transfer Student Orientation
Mothers’ Club Board Meeting 7pm

Tuesday, May 20
Schedule H
Last Day of Classes
Faculty Mix-It-Up Lunch Meeting
BASE vs. Sectionals

Monday, June 2
Driver’s Education (through June 5)

Wednesday, August 20
Instructional Council Meeting
Back to School Party

Wednesday, May 21
Semester Exams
Staff Appreciation Dinner
Football Weights Test
LAX @ State Semifinals
Thursday, May 22
Semester Exams
Football Weights Test
BASE @ State Quarterfinals
TEN @ State Tourney
Friday, May 23
Semester Exams
T&F @ State Championship
LAX @ State Finals
TEN @ State Tourney
Saturday, May 24
T&F @ State Championship
TEN @ State Tourney
Sunday, May 25
Graduation at Powell Hall 1pm
Senior Lock-In

Monday, June 9
Summer Computer I Begins
Summer Health I Begins
Summer Theology Begins
Thursday, June 12
Summer Satire Begins
Upward Bound Begins
Monday, June 16
Sixth and Seventh Grade Enrichment
Walk About Programs Begin
Thursday, July 3
Computer I, Health I, Satire End

Monday, August 18
New Teachers’ Meeting

Thursday, August 21
Faculty In-Service
FB @ Blue and White Game
Friday, August 22
Faculty Retreat
Monday, August 25
2008-09 School Year Begins
Class Meetings
Tuesday, August 26
Emergency Drill—Tornado

Monday, July 7
Computer II, Health II Begin

Wednesday, August 27
Emergency Drill—Lock-Down
Mothers’ Club Meeting 7pm

Thursday July 10
Upward Bound Ends

Thursday, August 28
Emergency Drill—Fire

Friday, August 1
Computer II, Health II End

Friday, August 29
Freshman Fun Day
FB vs. Parkway South
Next issue of the Prep News

Monday, August 11
Fall Sports Begin
Freshman Direction Days

